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(57) The invention relates to an electronic device, and more particularly, to systems, devices and methods of au-
thenticating the electronic device using a challenge-response process that is based on a physically unclonable function
(PUF). The electronic device comprises a PUF element, a processor and a communication interface. The PUF element
generates an input signal based on at least one PUF that has unique physical features affected by manufacturing
variability. A challenge-response database, comprising a plurality of challenges and a plurality of corresponding respons-
es, is set forth by the processor based on the PUF-based input and further provided to a trusted entity. During the trusted
transaction, the processor generates a response in response to a challenge sent by the trusted entity based on the PUF-
based input, and thereby, the trusted entity authenticates the electronic device by comparing the response with the
challenge-response database.
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Description

Background

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an electronic
device, and more particularly, to systems, devices and
methods of using a challenge-response process to au-
thenticate the electronic device during a trusted transac-
tion.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Financial transactions are normally implement-
ed on financial terminals, such as automatic teller ma-
chines (ATM) and specialized credit card readers. Se-
cure processing units have been integrated in these fi-
nancial terminals to provide an enhanced security level
to the financial transactions. Many secure measures are
particularly adopted within the secure processing units
to reliably authenticate card holder information and mer-
chant information. Based on such authentication, a trust-
ed entity that manages the financial account of the card
holders may therefore interact with the financial terminals
to complete the financial transactions.
[0003] Although the ATMs and the credit card readers
have a long history, the progress of the internet has re-
shaped the financial transactions, and the emerging wire-
less technologies will continue to revolutionize the entire
financial industry. The internet and wireless technologies
allow a generic computer or mobile device owned by an
individual customer to be conveniently configured to a
financial terminal or a point-of-sale (POS) terminal. A
software program is applied on the device to provide an
interface, such that the user may conveniently access
the account managed by the trusted entity and make a
transaction request. In particular, the individual customer
may use the computer or mobile device to check balanc-
es on a bank or credit card account, transfer moneys
between different accounts or make a payment for an
order. The individual customer does not need to physi-
cally access a financial terminal owned by the bank or
the store any more. Therefore, the financial transactions
are made much easier and more convenient for the in-
dividual customer.
[0004] In addition to financial transactions, the generic
computer or mobile device may also be broadly used for
other trusted transactions. For instance, identity informa-
tion may be securely stored on the device, such that the
device may be used as an electronic passport or an elec-
tronic driver’s license. The government may also allow
the user to manage some high security account using
the generic computer or mobile device.
[0005] However, the computer or mobile device only
offers a limited level of security for party authentication.
The computer or mobile device is originally manufactured
for general computation or communication purposes,

and normally does not incorporate any secure processing
unit that is integrated in an ATM or a credit card reader.
Even though some computers or mobile devices imple-
ment secure integrated circuits (ICs) to enhance the level
of security by securely storing credentials, said creden-
tials may still be retrieved through reverse engineering
techniques by a sophisticated attacker who has time,
equipment and expertise. The incentive might still be high
enough for such an attacker to conduct the attack and
extract the credentials. Not to mention, such secure ICs
may increase the price of the computer or mobile device,
while the generic computer or mobile device is particu-
larly sensitive to any price increase.
[0006] Most state-of-the-art computers or mobile de-
vices have to rely on software techniques to provide a
certain level of security required by the financial transac-
tions. Sensitive data, such as a personal identification
number (PIN) or an encryption key, are involved to au-
thenticate the related parties and encrypt data for data
communication. However, such sensitive data may only
be stored in the same insecure manner as other compu-
tational data in the computer or mobile device. As a se-
rious security threat, a hacker may recover the sensitive
data from the memory, and use the sensitive data to
tamper the corresponding financial account. Even when
stored in a secure Integrated Circuit, the sensitive data
might be vulnerable to attacks by those sophisticated at-
tackers. An attacker may also access the credentials
when they are programmed during device manufactur-
ing.
[0007] Therefore, a need exists to provide secure data
in an electronic device like a generic computer or a mobile
device, when the electronic device is involved in a trusted
transaction. Additional methods may be adopted to fur-
ther process the secure data and improve party authen-
tication or data communication in such an electronic de-
vice.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] Various embodiments of the present invention
relate to an electronic device owned by a user who re-
quested a trusted transaction, and more particularly, to
systems, devices and methods of authenticating the elec-
tronic device using a challenge-response process that is
based on physically unclonable functions (PUFs) inte-
grated within the electronic device. The PUFs have op-
erational characteristics that are associated with physical
features affected by manufacturing variability.
[0009] In accordance with the invention, an electronic
device that comprises a PUF element, a processor and
a communication interface. The processor sets forth a
challenge-response database based on an input signal
from the PUF during a course of manufacturing and test-
ing the processor. The challenge-response database
comprises a plurality of challenges and a plurality of re-
sponses, and each challenge is associated with at least
one response in the plurality of responses. The commu-
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nication interface communicates the plurality of challeng-
es into and the plurality of response out of the processor.
[0010] During a trusted transaction, the processor gen-
erates a response in response to a challenge based on
an input signal based on the PUF. The challenge is sent
by a trusted entity, and received by the electronic device
at the communication interface. The communication in-
terface returns the response to the trusted entity, such
that the trusted entity authenticates the electronic device
by comparing the response to a challenge-response da-
tabase that was set forth and provided by the processor
based on the PUF-based input signal during a course of
manufacturing and testing the processor.
[0011] In accordance with the invention, a method of
device authentication is enabled by a PUF-based chal-
lenge-response database that was set forth during a
course of manufacturing and testing the processor. A
challenge is first received from a trusted entity during a
trusted transaction, and a response is accordingly gen-
erated in response to the challenge based on an input
signal based on the PUF. The response is communicated
to the trusted entity. The trusted entity authenticates the
device by comparing the response with a challenge-re-
sponse database that was set forth based on the PUF.
A confirmation signal is issued to the electronic device
upon authentication of this response. Certain features
and advantages of the present invention have been gen-
erally described in this summary section; however, ad-
ditional features, advantages, and embodiments are pre-
sented herein or will be apparent to one of ordinary skill
in the art in view of the drawings, specification, and claims
hereof. Accordingly, it should be understood that the
scope of the invention shall not be limited by the particular
embodiments disclosed in this summary section.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0012] Reference will be made to embodiments of the
invention, examples of which may be illustrated in the
accompanying figures. These figures are intended to be
illustrative, not limiting. Although the invention is gener-
ally described in the context of these embodiments, it
should be understood that it is not intended to limit the
scope of the invention to these particular embodiments.

FIG. 1A illustrates an exemplary block diagram of an
electronic device that integrates PUFs ac-
cording to various embodiments of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 1B illustrates an exemplary block diagram of a
trusted entity that authenticates the electron-
ic device according to various embodiments
of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary diagram of a chal-
lenge-response database according to vari-
ous embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary method of configur-
ing an electronic device for PUF-based de-
vice authentication according to various em-
bodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4A illustrates an exemplary method of making a
secure payment using an electronic device
according to various embodiments of the in-
vention, and

FIG. 4B illustrates a corresponding relationship
among involved parties according to various
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 5A illustrate an exemplary method of electroni-
cally verifying a secure identity according to
various embodiments of the invention, and
FIG. 5B illustrates a corresponding relation-
ship among involved parties according to var-
ious embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary method of authenti-
cating an electronic device based on a chal-
lenge-response database according to vari-
ous embodiments of the invention.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments

[0013] In the following description, for the purpose of
explanation, specific details are set forth in order to pro-
vide an understanding of the invention. It will be apparent,
however, to one skilled in the art that the invention can
be practiced without these details. One skilled in the art
will recognize that embodiments of the present invention,
described below, may be performed in a variety of ways
and using a variety of means. Those skilled in the art will
also recognize additional modifications, applications,
and embodiments are within the scope thereof, as are
additional fields in which the invention may provide utility.
Accordingly, the embodiments described below are illus-
trative of specific embodiments of the invention and are
meant to avoid obscuring the invention.
[0014] Reference in the specification to "one embodi-
ment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular fea-
ture, structure, characteristic, or function described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least
one embodiment of the invention. The appearance of the
phrase "in one embodiment," "in an embodiment," or the
like in various places in the specification are not neces-
sarily all referring to the same embodiment.
[0015] Furthermore, connections between compo-
nents or between method steps in the figures are not
restricted to connections that are effected directly. In-
stead, connections illustrated in the figures between
components or method steps may be modified or other-
wise changed through the addition thereto of intermedi-
ary components or method steps, without departing from
the teachings of the present invention.
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[0016] Various embodiments of the present invention
relate to an electronic device owned by a user who re-
quested a trusted transaction, and more particularly, to
systems, devices and methods of authenticating the elec-
tronic device using a challenge-response process that is
based on physically unclonable functions (PUFs) inte-
grated within the electronic device. The PUFs have op-
erational characteristics that are associated with physical
features affected by manufacturing variability. Such op-
erational characteristics are not only unique to each PUF,
but also substantially difficult to be duplicated or cloned;
therefore, the PUFs are utilized to provide an input that
is uniquely associated with the electronic device that in-
tegrates the PUFs. The electronic devices may be
uniquely identified based on the input provided by the
PUFs. More importantly, use of the PUFs might spare a
need for storing sensitive data, such as cryptographic
keys, within a memory that can be easily tampered by
an intruder endeavoring to bypass or fool an authentica-
tion process. In some other embodiments, cryptographic
keys might still be used in association with the PUFs.
Since the PUFs are not susceptible to physical attacks
or reverse engineering, the combination of the PUFs and
the cryptographic keys would efficiently frustrate at-
tempts of a sophisticated attack to hacker the key, ena-
bling a higher level of security.
[0017] In accordance with the present invention, the
input provided by the PUFs is used to generate a plurality
of responses each of which is associated with one of a
plurality of challenges. A challenge-response database
based on the plurality of challenges and responses is
established and provided to a trusted entity. During au-
thentication, the trusted entity issues a challenge select-
ed form the plurality of challenges, and verify the elec-
tronic device according to a response that is returned in
response to the challenge. As a result, the level of secu-
rity is enhanced for authentication not only by the inte-
gration of the PUFs within the electronic device, but also
by the random selection of the challenge that is enabled
by the challenge-response database. The trusted entity
may repeat the sequence of challenge-response authen-
tication multiple times in order increase the level of se-
curity.
[0018] FIG. 1A illustrates an exemplary block diagram
100 of an electronic device that integrates PUFs accord-
ing to various embodiments of the invention, and FIG. 1
B illustrates an exemplary block diagram 110 of a trusted
entity that authenticates the electronic device 100 ac-
cording to various embodiments of the invention. The
electronic device 100 comprises a processor 102, a PUF
element 104, a communication interface 106 and a reg-
ister 108. The PUF element 104 provides a unique input
to the processor 102 based on its unique operational
characteristics. When a challenge is received via the
communication interface 106, the processor 102 proc-
esses the challenge based on the unique input using a
particular response method, and generates a response
associated with the challenge. This response is trans-

ferred out by the communication interface 106. The reg-
ister 108 is coupled to the processor 102, the PUF ele-
ment 104 and the communication interface 106, and used
to temporarily store the unique input, the challenge and
the response as needed.
[0019] The trusted entity 110 issues the challenge to
and receives the response from the electronic device
100. The response is verified according to a challenge-
response database 120 in the trusted entity 110, and
once verified, the trusted entity 110 sends another con-
firmation signal to the electronic device 100 to acknowl-
edge the success of device authentication.
[0020] The PUF element 104 comprises at least one
PUF and a PUF circuit. The at least one PUF in different
electronic devices 100 adopts slight different physical
features. These difference physical features are funda-
mentally related with variations in geometrical width,
length, thickness and variations of material properties,
such as dielectric constant and resistivity. The PUF cir-
cuit, coupled to the at least one PUF, converts such dif-
ferences in physical features to the unique input. In cer-
tain embodiments, the PUF element 104 is not an inde-
pendent component coupled to the processor 102; rath-
er, the PUF element 104 is integrated within the proces-
sor 102.
[0021] Due to manufacturing variability, the differences
in the physical features are unavoidable for the PUFs in
different electronic devices. Regardless of how well sem-
iconductor processes are managed, subtle physical dif-
ferences are inevitable among semiconductor devices
located on different wafers or at different locations across
a single wafer. These differences originate from nonuni-
formity and small imprecisions in various aspects of a
semiconductor manufacturing process at the particular
location. In particular, differences may be introduced by
non-uniform dopant distribution, mask misalignment in
lithography, condition variations in chemical or physical
vapor deposition and mechanical polishing. Therefore,
even though the semiconductor devices are intended to
be identical, their local semiconductor manufacturing
processes are not entirely consistent, and the resulting
PUFs in distinct semiconductor devices demonstrate
their specificity for physical, electrical, mechanical, mag-
netic, chemical features.
[0022] The differences are statistically random and
very small among the PUFs included in various devices.
There may be small measurable gradients across the
wafer in more than one direction, and very small differ-
ences exist in capacitance, speed, or temperature sen-
sitivity from one transistor to the next. For instance, two
otherwise identical capacitors might differ by 0.1 % in
capacitance due to difference in dielectric thickness and
plate area. The former may be caused by variation in a
dielectric formation step, while the latter results from var-
iations in lithography or etching. Semiconductor design
normally strives to minimize these differences and guar-
antee that performance of the end product is controlled
within a certain tolerance. However, the differences are
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utilized here to generate statistically random inputs that
are unique, non-duplicable and repeatable.
[0023] The at least one PUF may be implemented with
regular circuit, and does not need any change to existing
complimentary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS)
technologies. Examples of the at least one PUF include,
but are not limited to, a capacitor array, a resistor array,
a delay loop and a memory. In one embodiment based
on the delay loop, a slight variation in the delay time
through a large number of logic gates are converted to
a multiple bit digital signal. In another embodiment, a
static random access memory (SRAM) has a random
pattern of on-bit and off-bit associated with each elec-
tronic device. In certain embodiments, a plurality of ca-
pacitor pairs are sequentially selected from an array of
identical capacitors. Each capacitor pair is related to a
random difference in capacitance based on their physical
features, and the PUF circuit may generate a multiple bit
digital signal from comparison results of the plurality of
capacitor pairs. As a result, the unique input is conven-
iently provided based on the at least one PUF included
in the PUF element.
[0024] In some embodiments, the particular response
method adopted by the processor 102 in the electronic
device 100 is one of a plurality of response methods, and
each challenge is associated with a plurality of responses
each of which is generated according to one of the plu-
rality of response methods. In one embodiment, the trust-
ed entity 110 actively determines the particular response
method by including a selection signal in the challenge.
The processor 102 generates the response in response
to the challenge according to the particular response
method as selected by the trusted entity 110. In another
embodiment, the processor 102 selects the particular re-
sponse method, and communicates a selection signal in
the response. The trusted entity 110 receives the selec-
tion signal, and determines the response is properly as-
sociated with one of the plurality of responses as sug-
gested by the selection signal.
[0025] The trusted entity 110 is an authority that man-
ages an account associated with the electronic device
100, and this account is normally sensitive to security. In
various embodiments of the invention, the trusted entity
110 may a bank, a credit card company, a government
agency or any other entities that requires trusted trans-
actions with a user in possession of the electronic device
100. The trusted entity 110 may verify the identity of the
user based on PUF-based device authentication during
financial transactions, such as balance checking, bank
transfer and credit card payments. Moreover, when the
trusted entity 110 is the government agency, the elec-
tronic device 100 may be securely applied as an elec-
tronic passport or driver’s license, and such an applica-
tion sometimes imposes a higher level of security.
[0026] One of those skilled in the art knows that the
electronic device 100 may be a desktop computer, a lap-
top computer, a tablet, a cellular phone and many other
devices that may be used for trusted transactions. In par-

ticular, as mobile devices are widely applied in our daily
life, they may be conveniently converted to process trust-
ed transactions. The PUFs integrated in the mobile de-
vices provides the level of security required by such trans-
actions, while only introducing a limited, if not negligible,
cost increase.
[0027] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary diagram 120 of
a challenge-response database according to various em-
bodiments of the invention. The challenge-response da-
tabase 120 is one of a plurality of databases stored in
the trusted entity 110. Since each electronic device is
associated with a unique input from a corresponding PUF
element 104, this challenge-response database is
uniquely associated with the electronic device, and there-
fore, may be identified with an identification number 202
for the corresponding electronic device. During device
authentication, the identification number 202 is commu-
nicated between the trusted entity and the electronic de-
vice to associate the challenge and the response with
the proper database.
[0028] The challenge-response database 120 com-
prises a plurality of challenges. Each challenge is asso-
ciated with at least one response. In some embodiments,
a challenge may be associated with a plurality of respons-
es, and for instance, challenge 2 is associated with re-
sponses 2A, 2B, 2C and 2D. As disclosed above, a se-
lection signal has to be involved to indicate which re-
sponse is generated in response to the challenge.
[0029] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary method 300 of
configuring an electronic device for PUF-based device
authentication according to various embodiments of the
invention. This method 300 involves a processor manu-
facturer 302, a device manufacturer 304, a device vendor
306, a trusted entity 110, and a device user 310. At step
322, the processor manufacturer 302 manufactures a
processor that is coupled to a PUF element, and the PUF
element integrates at least one PUF. In some embodi-
ments, the PUF element is integrated to the processor.
The PUF element provides the processor with a unique
input based on the unique physical features of the at least
one PUF. At step 324, a plurality of responses are gen-
erated by the processor in response to a plurality of chal-
lenges based on the unique input. The set of challenges-
responses pair is recorded. In some embodiments, step
324 happens during production test of the processor.
[0030] At step 326, the device manufacturer 304 inte-
grates the processor and the PUF element into an elec-
tronic device. In some embodiments, the plurality of re-
sponses are generated after the processor and the PUF
element are integrated into the electronic device. The
plurality of challenges and the plurality of responses are
recorded from the processor 102 via the communication
interface 106 and further handed over to the trusted entity
110. At step 328, a challenge-response database is es-
tablished based on the plurality of challenges and re-
sponses, and is particularly associated with an identifi-
cation number of the electronic device. At step 330, the
electronic device is shipped to a device vendor 306. At
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step 332, the device vendor 306 sells the electronic de-
vice to a device user 310. At step 334, a trusted entity
110 receives user information and the corresponding
challenge-response database associated with the elec-
tronic device, and therefore, the trusted entity 110 links
any current or future accounts issued to the user with the
electronic device.
[0031] Once the electronic device is successfully con-
figured according the method 300, it may be reliably au-
thenticated during a trusted transaction based on the
unique input associated with its PUF. During a trusted
transaction, the device user 310 makes a request for a
trusted transaction from the electronic device. The trust-
ed entity may send out a challenge selected from the
challenge-response database associated with the spe-
cific electronic device, and thereby, authenticate the elec-
tronic device according to a response returned from the
electronic device. Such a challenge-response authenti-
cation process might repeat several times to increase
the level of security. This device authentication process
is not only applicable in a financial transaction, but also
in an identity verification process.
[0032] FIG. 4A illustrates an exemplary method 400 of
making a secure payment using an electronic device ac-
cording to various embodiments of the invention, and
FIG. 4B illustrates a corresponding relationship 450
among involved parties according to various embodi-
ments of the invention. In this financial transaction, the
involved parties 450 include a device user 310, an elec-
tronic device 100, a trusted entity 110 and a store 460.
The trusted entity 110 may be a credit card company that
issues a credit card to the device user 310 or a bank that
issues a debit card to the device user 310. The device
user 310 attempts to use the credit card or the debit card
to make a payment for a purchase placed with the store
460.
[0033] At step 402, the financial transaction is initial-
ized for a purchase made in the store 460. The purchase
may occur virtually in an online store or physically in a
local store. At optional step 404, the device user 310
might be authenticated by the electronic device 100. For
this step, various authentication means may be used,
and such means include, but are not limited to, PIN codes
and biometric means, such as eye pattern or fingerprint
recognition. In various embodiments, the device user
might even need to enter another PIN to access an ac-
count on the online store. However, such an access does
not mean that the user 310 is automatically associated
with the credit or debit card in a safe manner.
[0034] In accordance with the invention, the electronic
device 100 has to be authenticated with the trusted entity
110 before the financial transaction may be approved
and processed by the trusted entity 110. At step 406, the
electronic device 100 is authenticated by the trusted en-
tity 110 based on the challenge-response database that
is established during device manufacturing including
testing steps. In certain embodiments, the device user
310 may request financial transactions from more than

one electronic device. More than one challenge-re-
sponse databases are provided to the trusted entity 110,
and each database is identified in the trusted entity by
the identification number 202 of the electronic device as
shown in FIG. 2.
[0035] At step 408, the authenticated electronic device
100 is linked to an account owned by the device user
310. At step 410, the trusted entity 110 receives merchant
account information and transaction information, and at
step 412, the transaction is implemented by the trusted
entity 110.
[0036] FIG. 5A illustrate an exemplary method 500 of
electronically verifying a secure identity according to var-
ious embodiments of the invention, and FIG. 5B illus-
trates a corresponding relationship 550 among involved
parties according to various embodiments of the inven-
tion. In this embodiment, the trusted transaction involves
an identity verification process. The secure identity may
be linked to a driver’s license, a passport, a social security
account or other confidential accounts, and therefore,
the trusted transaction has to be maintained at a high
level of security. The involved parties 550 include a de-
vice user 310, an electronic device 100, a trusted entity
110 and an agent station 560.
[0037] The trusted entity 110 may be a government
branch that manages certain business associated with
the secure identity, and the agent station 560 is associ-
ated with a local representative that interacts with the
device user 310. One exemplary trusted entity 110 is the
Customs and Boarder Protection (CBP), and a passport
of an individual has to be verified at an agent station 560
before the CBP authorizes an entry into the country. The
device user 310 may use an electronic device as his elec-
tronic passport, and such a passport may be conveniently
verified at the agent station 560 according to the method
500.
[0038] At step 502, an identity verification session is
initialized at an agent station 560. At step 504, the device
user 310 is authenticated by the electronic device 100.
In some embodiments, the device user 310 enters a PIN
to access the electronic device 100. At step 506, the elec-
tronic device 100 is authenticated by the trusted entity
110 based on the challenge-response database that is
established during device manufacturing. At step 508,
the authenticated electronic device 100 is linked to an
account owned by the device user 310. At step 510, the
trusted entity 110 receives station information and ses-
sion information, and at step 512, the identity of the de-
vice user 310 is verified. In one embodiment, an elec-
tronic passport stored in the electronic device 100 is ver-
ified with corresponding data stored in a database man-
aged by the trusted entity 110, i.e., the government.
[0039] In some embodiments, when a higher security
level is required, the trusted entity 110 may only allow
each device user 310 to be associated with one particular
electronic device.
[0040] FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary method 600 of
authenticating an electronic device based on a chal-
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lenge-response database according to various embodi-
ments of the invention. This method of device authenti-
cation 600 may be applied as step 406 in a financial trans-
action 400 or as step 506 in an identity verification proc-
ess 500. At step 602, the electronic device receives a
challenge sent by a trusted entity. At step 604, a response
is generated in response to the challenge by a processor
based on a unique input provided by a PUF element, and
the processor and the PUF element are integrated within
the electronic device. At step 606, the response is com-
municated to the trusted entity.
[0041] In some embodiments, the challenge is associ-
ated with a plurality of responses. In one embodiment, a
selection signal is received together with the challenge
by the electronic device, and the processor in the elec-
tronic device selects one particular response method to
process the challenge. In another embodiment, the se-
lection signal is determined by the processor, and the
response is returned together with the selection signal.
Therefore, the trusted entity may properly link one of the
plurality of responses with the challenge.
[0042] At step 608, the electronic device receives a
confirmation signal, when the response is authenticated
by the trusted entity based on a challenge-response da-
tabase. The challenge-response was previously set forth
by the processor in the electronic device based on the
unique input provided by the PUF element.
[0043] While the invention is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, specific examples
thereof have been shown in the drawings and are herein
described in detail. It should be understood, however,
that the invention is not to be limited to the particular
forms disclosed, but to the contrary, the invention is to
cover all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives fall-
ing within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. An electronic device that is authenticated based on
at least on physically unclonable function (PUF),
comprising:

a PUF element, the PUF element providing an
input signal based on the at least one PUF, the
at least one PUF having operational character-
istics that are associated with unique physical
features and providing the input signal based on
the unique physical features;
a processor, coupled to the PUF element, the
processor generating a response in response to
a challenge based on the PUF-based input sig-
nal, the challenge being sent by a trusted entity
that manages an account associated with a user
in possession of the electronic device; and
a communication interface, coupled to the proc-
essor, the communication interface receiving
the challenge from and returning the response

to the trusted entity, such that the trusted entity
authenticates the electronic device by compar-
ing the response to a challenge-response data-
base that was set forth and provided during a
course of manufacturing and testing the proces-
sor.

2. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein
the trusted entity comprises a plurality of databases
each of which is associated with a specific electronic
device by a corresponding identification number.

3. The electronic device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the challenge is associated with a plurality
of responses including the response returned to the
trusted entity, the response being identified by a se-
lection signal.

4. The electronic device according to claim 3, wherein
the selection signal is determined by the trusted en-
tity and communicated to the electronic device with
the challenge, the electronic device selecting one of
a plurality of response methods to process the chal-
lenge according to the selection signal.

5. The electronic device according to claim 3, wherein
the selection signal is determined by the electronic
device and communicated to the trusted entity to-
gether with the response, the electronic device se-
lecting one of a plurality of response methods to proc-
ess the challenge according to the selection signal.

6. The electronic device according to any one of claims
1 to 5, wherein the trusted entity is a financial insti-
tution, and the electronic device emulates a credit
card or uses a credit card issued to the user by the
credit card company.

7. The electronic device according to any one of claims
1 to 6, wherein the trusted entity is a government
agency, and the electronic device is used as an elec-
tronic identification device by which a representative
of the government agency verifies the identity of the
user.

8. The electronic device according to any one of claims
1 to 7, wherein the database is generated based on
the PUF-based input signal by a manufacturer of the
processor and the PUF during manufacturing, and
shared to the trusted entity when the electronic de-
vice is sold to the user.

9. The electronic device according to any one of claims
1 to 8, wherein the PUF element is integrated within
the processor.

10. The electronic device according to any one of claims
1 to 9, wherein the at least one PUF is associated
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with one of a resistor array, a capacitor array, a mem-
ory and a delay loop.

11. A method of device authentication, comprising the
steps of:

receiving by a the electronic device a challenge
sent by a trusted entity;
generating a response in response to the chal-
lenge based on an input signal, the input signal
being generated according to unique physical
features of at least one PUF, the challenge being
sent by a trusted entity that manages an account
associated with a user in possession of the elec-
tronic device;
communicating the response to the trusted en-
tity; and
receiving a confirmation signal when the re-
sponse is authenticated by the trusted entity
based on a challenge-response database, the
challenge-response database being set forth
based on the PUF-based input signal during a
course of manufacturing and testing.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the trust-
ed entity comprises a plurality of databases each of
which is associated with a specific electronic device
by a corresponding identification number.

13. The method according to claim 11 or 12, wherein the
challenge is associated with a plurality of responses
including the response returned to the trusted entity,
the response being identified by a selection signal.

14. The method according to any one of claims 11 to 13,
wherein the trusted entity is a financial institution,
and the electronic device emulates a credit card or
uses a credit card issued to the user by the credit
card company.

15. The method according to any one of claims 11 to 14,
wherein the trusted entity is a government agency,
and the electronic device is used as an electronic
identification device by which a representative of the
government agency verifies the identity of the user.

16. The method according to any one of claims 11 to 15,
wherein the database is generated based on the
PUF-based input signal by a manufacturer of the
electronic device, and shared to the trusted entity
when the electronic device is sold to the user.

17. The method according to any one of claims 11 to 16,
wherein the at least one PUF is associated with one
of a resistor array, a capacitor array, a memory and
a delay loop.

18. An electronic device, comprising:

a physically unclonable function (PUF) element,
the PUF element providing an input signal based
at least one PUF, the at least one PUF having
operational characteristics that are associated
with unique physical features and providing the
input signal based on the unique physical fea-
tures;
a processor, coupled to the PUF element, the
processor setting forth a challenge-response
database based on the PUF-based input signal
during a course of manufacturing and testing the
processor, the challenge-response database
comprising a plurality of challenges and a plu-
rality of responses; and
a communication interface, coupled to the proc-
essor, the communication interface communi-
cating a challenge and a response between the
processor and a trusted entity for device authen-
tication based on the challenge-response data-
base.

19. The electronic device according to claim 18, wherein
the trusted entity comprises a plurality of databases
each of which is associated with a specific electronic
device by a corresponding identification number.

20. The electronic device according to claim 18 or 19,
wherein the at least one PUF is associated with one
of a resistor array, a capacitor array, a memory and
a delay loop.
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