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(54) DRIVE STRUCTURE FOR ELECTRIC BICYCLE

(57) A motor structure for an electric bicycle including
a motor (500) provided with a rotor (501) and a stator
(506) to generate a rotary force to drive a wheel (50) of
the electric bicycle, the rotor having an accommodation
space formed at a center thereof, a first decelerator unit
(510) disposed in the accommodation space and con-

nected to a rotating shaft that is rotated together with the
rotor, a second decelerator unit (530) connected to the
first decelerator unit and disposed outside the motor, and
a motor housing to accommodate the motor and the sec-
ond decelerator unit.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] Embodiments of the present disclosure relate
to a motor structure for an electric bicycle, and more par-
ticularly, to a motor structure for an electric bicycle having
a reduced volume thereof.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In general, a bicycle is a means of transportation
for a short distance, and widely used for enhancement
of heath or as a hobby.
[0003] In recent years, an electric bicycle having a mo-
tor has been developed to be driven by a driving force of
the motor so as to travel in long distance, or reduce phys-
ical exhaustion.
[0004] A motor structure installed on the electric bicy-
cle to provide a driving force is used while being installed
on a front wheel or a rear wheel (hereinafter, referred to
as a wheel in common) of the electric bicycle, to rotate
the wheel, thereby enabling the running of the electric
bicycle. In general, the motor structure is constituted by
including a motor, a decelerator unit to reduce a rotary
power of the motor, and a power transmission unit to
transfer the rotary power output from the decelerator unit
to the wheel.
[0005] However, the motor structure as such is needed
to have the motor, decelerator unit and the power trans-
mission unit, causing an inconvenience in the assembly
process of the components while complicating the struc-
ture thereof. In addition, the volume is increased, so the
spatial efficiency and esthetic quality is degraded.

SUMMARY

[0006] Therefore, it is an aspect of the present disclo-
sure to provide a motor structure for an electric bicycle
having a reduced volume thereof and capable of trans-
ferring a rotary force to the wheel with a simplified struc-
tured.
[0007] Additional aspects of the disclosure will be set
forth in part in the description which follows and, in part,
will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the disclosure.
[0008] In accordance with one aspect of the present
disclosure, a motor structure of an electric bicycle in-
cludes a motor, a first decelerator unit, a second decel-
erator unit and a motor housing. The motor may be pro-
vided with a rotor and a stator to generate a rotary force
to drive a wheel of the electric bicycle, the rotor having
an accommodation space formed at a center thereof. The
first decelerator unit may be disposed in the accommo-
dation space and connected to a rotating shaft that is
rotated together with the rotor. The second decelerator

unit may be connected to the first decelerator unit and
disposed outside the motor. The motor housing may be
configured to accommodate the motor and the second
decelerator unit.
[0009] The first decelerator unit may include a first sun
gear, a plurality of first planet gears, a first carrier, and a
first ring gear. The first sun gear may be installed on the
rotating shaft. The plurality of first planet gears may be
disposed around the first sun gear while being engaged
with the first sun gear. The first carrier may be connected
to a first center shaft of each of the plurality of first planet
gears to output a rotary force. The first ring gear may be
fixed while being circumscribed on a periphery of the plu-
rality of first planet gears.
[0010] The second decelerator unit may include a sec-
ond sun gear, a plurality of second planet gears, a second
carrier, and a second ring gear. The second sun gear
may be installed on the first carrier. The plurality of sec-
ond planet gears may be disposed around the second
sun gear while being engaged with the second sun gear.
The second carrier may be connected to a second center
shaft of each of the plurality of second planet gears. The
second ring gear may be provided while being circum-
scribed on a periphery of the plurality of second planet
gears to output a decelerated rotary force.
[0011] The second ring gear may be fixed to the motor
housing.
[0012] The motor housing may be installed on the
wheel and configured to be rotated together with the
wheel as a driving force generated from the motor is out-
put from the second ring gear.
[0013] The second center shaft may have one end ro-
tatably coupled to the motor and the other end connected
to the second carrier such that the second planet gear
rotate on the second center shaft.
[0014] A one-way clutch may be installed at the rotating
shaft or the first carrier so as to allow a rotation of one
direction.
[0015] An end portion of the second carrier may be
rotatably supported by the motor housing.
[0016] A bearing may be provided between the second
carrier and the motor housing.
[0017] The motor structure may further include a motor
cover installed on the motor housing to close an open
side of the motor housing where the motor is accommo-
dated.
[0018] The motor structure may further include a fixing
unit coupled to the motor and fixed to a frame of the elec-
tric bicycle while passing through the motor cover so as
to prevent the stator from rotating.
[0019] As described above, a decelerator unit to de-
celerate the rotary force of the motor is disposed inside
the rotor, thereby providing a compact structure when
compared to the conventional motor structure.
[0020] In addition, an output of the motor having a ro-
tary force with a reduced speed is directly transmitted to
the motor housing to rotate the motor housing, and since
the motor housing is installed on the wheel, the structure
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of driving the wheel is simplified, thereby improving the
assembly efficiency of the motor structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] These and/or other aspects of the disclosure
will become apparent and more readily appreciated from
the following description of the embodiments, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an electric
bicycle in accordance with one embodiment of the
preset disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of FIG. 1

FIG. 3 is a side view of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a
motor structure of the electric bicycle in accordance
with the one embodiment of the preset disclosure.

FIG. 5 is an assembled perspective view of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein
like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0023] The present disclosure is characterized in a mo-
tor structure for an electric bicycle. Prior to the description
of the characteristics of the present disclosure, an electric
bicycle adopted with the present disclosure will be de-
scribed in brief.
[0024] FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an elec-
tric bicycle in accordance with one embodiment of the
preset disclosure, FIG. 2 is a plan view of FIG. 1, and
FIG. 3 is a side view of FIG. 1.
[0025] Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, an electric bicycle in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure includes a front frame 100 provided with a front
wheel 10 and a handle portion 20, a center frame 200
provided with a pedal 30 and a saddle 40, and a rear
frame 300 provided with a rear wheel 50. The front frame
100, the center frame 200 and the rear frame 300 are
coupled to one another so as to be rotated on a hinge
coupling portion 400 of the center frame 200.
[0026] The front frame 100 is provided in the form of a
bar having an interior space. A handle tube 110 is pro-
vided at one end of the front frame 100, and the center
frame 200 is rotatably coupled to the other end of the
front frame 100. The handle tube 110 is provided in hol-
lowness such that a handle stem 21 is rotatably coupled
to the handle tube 110. The handle stem 21 is provided
with a front wheel fixing frame 22 at a lower side of the
handle tube 110, and provided with a handle fixing frame
23 at an upper side of the handle tube 110. The front

wheel fixing frame 22 is provided by partially bending the
handle stem 21 from a center to a lateral side such the
front wheel 10 is disposed in the same line (’A’ of FIG.
2) with the rear wheel 50. The handle fixing frame 23
supports the center of a handle bar 24 that is provided
in the form of a bar. Each end portion of the handle bar
24 is provided with a grip 25 and a brake lever 26 for
braking the front wheel 10 and the rear wheel 50. A dis-
play apparatus 27 is detachably installed at one side of
the handle bar 24 to display information of the electric
bicycle, such as speed change or battery of the electric
bicycle, and a lever 28 is installed at the other side of the
handle bar 24 for speed change.
[0027] The center frame 200 has an interior space and
is provided in the form of a bar. The pedal 30 is provided
at one end of the center frame 200, and the front frame
100 and the rear frame 300 are rotatably coupled to the
other end of the center frame 200. The one pair of pedals
30 is provided so as to be rotated on a pedal coupling
portion 210 provided on the center frame 200. At an inside
of the pedal coupling portion 210, a generator (not shown)
is provided to convert a rotary power of the pedal 30 into
an electric energy, and the electric energy charges a bat-
tery 60 electrically connected to the generator. At the
interior space of the center frame 200, an engine control
unit (ECU) 70 is provided for the electrical connection
and control between the generator and other electronic
components.
[0028] In addition, the center frame 200 may include a
saddle frame 220 on which the saddle 40 is installed.
The saddle frame 220 is provided at a rear side thereof
with a saddle tube 42 on which the saddle 40 is installed.
A saddle rod (not shown) is coupled to the saddle tube
42 to adjust the height of the saddle 40.
[0029] The rear frame 300 has an interior space and
provided in the form of a bar. The rear wheel 50 is rotat-
ably installed at one end of the rear frame 300, and the
center frame 200 is rotatably installed at the other end
of the rear frame 300.
[0030] At the interior space of the rear frame 300, the
battery 60 and a battery management system (not
shown) are provided that are electrically connected to
the ECU 70 provided on the center frame 200. The motor
installed on the rear frame 300 is disposed on the rear
wheel 50. The motor (not shown) is accommodated in a
motor housing 530 that is installed on the rear wheel 50,
and configured to rotate the rear wheel 50 by receiving
a driving force from the battery 60 according to the control
of the ECU 70.
[0031] As described above, the front frame 100, the
center frame 200 and the rear frame 300 are provided in
a foldable structure that enables the front frame 100 and
the rear frame 300 are rotated on the center frame 200
by the hinge coupling portion 400.
[0032] Hereinafter, a motor structure for an electric bi-
cycle in accordance with the present disclosure will be
described in detail. In the drawing, the motor structure is
illustrated as being installed on the rear wheel 50 to drive
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the wheel. However, the present disclosure is not limited
thereto, the motor structure may be installed on the front
wheel 10. The following description will be made in rela-
tion that the motor structure is provided on the rear wheel.
[0033] FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrat-
ing a motor structure of the electric bicycle in accordance
with the one embodiment of the preset disclosure, and
FIG. 5 is an assembled perspective view of FIG. 4.
[0034] Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the motor structure
includes a motor 500, which is provided with a rotor 501
and a stator 506 to generate a rotary force to drive the
wheel 50, and a motor housing 530 to accommodate a
first decelerator unit 510 and a second decelerator unit
530 to decelerate the rotary force of the motor 500 as
weel as the motor 500. The motor housing 530 is installed
on the wheel 50 so as to be rotated together with the
wheel 50 by the driving force generated from the motor
500.
[0035] The motor 500 includes a front side housing 508
and a rear side housing 509 that are assembled to each
other through a bolt 507, and the rotor 501 and the stator
506 are provided in an interior space formed between
the front side housing 508 and the rear side housing 509
assembled to each other.
[0036] The rotor 501 is provided in the shape of a ring,
and has a plurality of magnets 502 installed thereto while
being spaced apart from each other along an outer cir-
cumferential surface of the rotor 501. In addition, the rotor
501 is provided at a center thereof with a predetermined
accommodation space 503 where a first decelerator unit
510 that is to be described later is disposed. In addition,
a rotating shaft 504 rotating together with the rotor 501
is provided at one of two sides of the rotor 501. The ro-
tating shaft 504 serves as an input shaft to transfer a
rotary force that is generated from the rotor 501. As illus-
trated in the drawings, the rotating shaft 504 is provided
at a side of the rotor 501 facing the front side housing
508, and a bearing 505 is installed on a rotating shaft
504 so as to be rotatbly supported by the front side hous-
ing 508. Accordingly, the rotating shaft 504 is easily ro-
tated together with the rotor 501.
[0037] The stator 506 is formed to surround the rotor
501 while being spaced apart from the rotor 501 by a
predetermined interval. The stator 506 has a coil (not
shown) wound thereon, and is installed at an inner cir-
cumferential surface of the rear side housing 509. If a
power is applied to the coil, an attractive force and a
repulsive force act between the magnet 502 and the coil,
thereby rotating the rotor 501.
[0038] Meanwhile, a fixing unit 550 is installed at a front
surface of the front side housing 508 to fix the motor 500
to the rear frame (300 in FIG. 1). The fixing unit 550 is
installed on the rear frame 300 while passing through a
motor cover 535 that is coupled to close an open side of
the motor housing 530. In detail, the fixing unit 550 in-
cludes a shaft 553 installed on the front side housing 508,
and a mounter 554 bolted to the rear frame 300 while
being installed on the shaft 552. If the motor 500 is fixed

to the rear frame 300 through the fixing unit 550, the rear
side housing 509 coupled to the front side housing 508
and the stator 505 installed on the inner circumferential
surface of the rear side housing 509 are fixed while being
restricted in rotation. Accordingly, if a power is applied
to the coil, only the rotor 501 rotates.
[0039] The first decelerator unit 510 serves to decel-
erate the rotary force of the rotor 501. As described
above, the first decelerator unit 510 is disposed in the
accommodation space 503 of the rotor 501. In detail, the
first decelerator unit 510 includes a first sun gear 511
installed on the rotating shaft 504, a plurality of first planet
gears 512 disposed around the first sun gear 511 while
being engaged with the first sun gear 511, a first carrier
513 connected to a first center shaft 512a installed at a
center of each of the plurality of first planet gears 512 to
output the rotary force, and a first ring gear 514 fixed to
the rear side housing 509 while being circumscribed on
the periphery of the plurality of first planet gears 512.
[0040] In the case of the first decelerator unit 510 hav-
ing a planet gear assembly structure, as the first sun gear
511 coupled to the rotating shaft 504 is rotated by the
rotary force of the rotor 501, the rotary force is transferred
to the first planet gears 512. The first planet gears 512
revolve by the first ring gear 514 to which the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the first planet gears 512 are
fixed. Accordingly, the first carrier 513 connected to the
first center shaft 512a of each first planet gear 512 is
rotated together with the revolution of the first planet gear
512 and thus outputs a decelerated rotary force.
[0041] The first carrier 513 is provided with a first flange
portion 513a coupled to the first center shaft 512a, and
a first shaft portion 513b formed at the center of the first
flange portion 513a. In this case, the first shaft portion
513b is disposed collinear with the rotating shaft 504 so
as to pass through the rear side housing 509, thereby
protruding to the outside the motor 500. In addition, an
end portion of the first shaft portion 513b is supported
against the motor housing 530 so as to be rotated togeth-
er with a second carrier 523, which is to be described
later, by bearings 515 and 525.
[0042] The second decelerator unit 520 includes a sec-
ond sun gear 521 installed on the first shaft portion 513b,
a plurality of second planet gears 522 disposed around
the second sun gear 521 while being engaged with the
second sun gear 521, a second carrier 523 connected
to a second center shaft 522a installed at a center of
each of the plurality of second planet gears 522, and a
second ring gear 524 circumscribed on the periphery of
the plurality of second planet gears 522. The second ring
gear 524 is configured to output a rotary power that is
decelerated by the second decelerator unit 520.
[0043] The second decelerator unit 520 as such has a
planet gear assembly structure and is provided between
the motor 500 and the motor housing 530. The second
center shaft 522a installed at the center of each second
planet gear 522 is inserted into a ball bearing 522b so
as to be disposed in the center of the second planet gear

5 6 



EP 2 711 286 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

522. In addition, one side of the second center shaft 522a
is coupled to the rear side housing 509, and the other
side of the second center shaft 522a is coupled to the
second carrier 523. The second planet gears 522 are
rotated by the rotary force of the second sun gear 521.
[0044] The second ring gear 524 is coupled to the mo-
tor housing 530. That is, as illustrated in the drawings,
the second ring gear 524 has a diameter corresponding
to an inner diameter of the motor housing 530, is installed
on the inner circumferential surface of the motor housing
530.
[0045] In the case of the second decelerator unit 520,
a rotary force is transferred to the second planet gears
522 through the second sun gear 521 that is rotated to-
gether with the first shaft portion 513b, and thus the sec-
ond planet gears 512 are rotated while being supported
by the center shafts 522a of the second planet gears 522.
Accordingly, the second ring gear 524 circumscribed on
the second planet gears 522 is rotated together with the
motor housing 530 through the rotation of the second
planet gear 522, and thus a decelerated rotary force is
output. Accordingly, the wheel (the rear wheel: 50) cou-
pled to the motor housing 530 is rotated, thereby running
the electric bicycle.
[0046] Meanwhile, the second carrier 523 is provided
with a second flange portion 523a coupled to the second
center shaft 522a, and a second shaft portion 523b
formed at the center of the second flange portion 523a.
In this case, the second shaft portion 523b is disposed
collinear with the rotating shaft 504 and the first shaft
portion 513b while being supported by the rear side hous-
ing 530. As described above, since the bearing 525 is
installed on the second shaft portion 523b while being
provided between the second shaft portion 523b and the
motor housing 530, the second shaft portion 523b is not
affected by the rotary force of the motor housing 530 that
rotates together with the second ring gear 524.
[0047] In addition, the motor structure in accordance
with the present disclosure is further provided with a one-
way clutch 540 allowing a rotation in one direction. The
one-way clutch 540 is provided between the first shaft
portion 513b and the second sun gear 521. The one-way
clutch 540 is a coupling member that allows a rotation
only in one direction. If the first shaft portion 513b rotates
in a direction that is allowed by the one-way clutch 540,
the rotation of the first shaft portion 513b is transferred
to the second sun gear 521 and thus the second sun gear
521 is rotated. The one-way clutch 540 is operated while
rotating the wheel 50 through a rotary force generated
according to the driving of the electric bicycle. If a rotary
force of the wheel 50 is larger that a rotary force of the
motor 500, that is, if a larger rotary force is generated
beyond a rotary force transferred from the motor 500 at
a downhill, the one-way clutch 540 prevents the rotary
force of the wheel 50 from being transferred to the motor
500. Although the one-way clutch 540 is illustrated as
being installed on the first carrier 513 that outputs a rotary
force, which is decelerated by the first decelerator unit

510, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. Alter-
natively, the one-way clutch 53 may be installed on the
rotating shaft 504 serving as an input shaft to transfer a
rotary force of the motor 500.
[0048] As describe above, the motor structure in ac-
cordance with the present disclosure has the first decel-
erator unit 510 disposed at the inside the rotor 501, so
that the motor 500 has a compact size when compared
to the conventional motor. In addition, the rotary force is
output from the second ring gear 524 fixed to the motor
housing 530, and the second ring gear 524 rotates to-
gether with the wheel 50 coupled to the motor housing
530. Accordingly, a power transmission unit to transfer
a decelerated rotary force to the wheel is not required,
and thus a simplified structure of the electric bicycle is
provided.
[0049] Although a few embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been shown and described, it would be ap-
preciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be
made in these embodiments without departing from the
principles and spirit of the disclosure, the scope of which
is defined in the claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A motor structure of an electric bicycle, the motor
structure comprising:

a motor provided with a rotor and a stator to gen-
erate a rotary force to drive a wheel of the electric
bicycle, the rotor having an accommodation
space formed at a center thereof;
a first decelerator unit disposed in the accom-
modation space and connected to a rotating
shaft that is rotated together with the rotor;
a second decelerator unit connected to the first
decelerator unit and disposed outside the motor;
and
a motor housing to accommodate the motor and
the second decelerator unit.

2. The motor structure of claim 1, wherein the first de-
celerator unit comprises:

a first sun gear installed on the rotating shaft;
a plurality of first planet gears disposed around
the first sun gear while being engaged with the
first sun gear;
a first carrier connected to a first center shaft of
each of the plurality of first planet gears to output
a rotary force; and
a first ring gear fixed while being circumscribed
on peripheries of the plurality of first planet
gears.

3. The motor structure of claim 2, wherein the second
decelerator unit comprises:
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a second sun gear installed on the first carrier;
a plurality of second planet gears disposed
around the second sun gear while being en-
gaged with the second sun gear;
a second carrier connected to a second center
shaft of each of the plurality of second planet
gears; and
a second ring gear provided while being circum-
scribed on peripheries of the plurality of second
planet gears to output a decelerated rotary force.

4. The motor structure of claim 3, wherein the second
ring gear is fixed to the motor housing.

5. The motor structure of claim 4, wherein the motor
housing is installed on the wheel and configured to
be rotated together with the wheel as a driving force
generated from the motor is output from the second
ring gear.

6. The motor structure of claim 3, wherein the second
center shaft has one end rotatably coupled to the
motor and the other end connected to the second
carrier such that the second planet gears rotate on
the second center shaft.

7. The motor structure of claim 2, wherein a one-way
clutch is installed at the rotating shaft or the first car-
rier so as to allow a rotation of one direction.

8. The motor structure of claim 3, wherein an end por-
tion of the second carrier is rotatably supported by
the motor housing.

9. The motor structure of claim 8, wherein a bearing is
provided between the second carrier and the motor
housing.

10. The motor structure of claim 5, further comprising a
motor cover installed on the motor housing to close
an open side of the motor housing where the motor
is accommodated.

11. The motor structure of claim 10, further comprising
a fixing unit coupled to the motor and fixed to a frame
of the electric bicycle while passing through the mo-
tor cover so as to prevent the stator from rotating.
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