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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MANAGING PERSONAL HEALTH

(57) Disclosed are a method and an apparatus for
managing personal health. A gateway capable of com-
municating with a health device and a non-health device
sets up a communication link with a communication de-
vice according to a first communication protocol, and de-
termines whether the health device requires a higher lev-

el of security. When the communication device is deter-
mined as a health device, the gateway executes a health
security algorithm which provides a higher level of secu-
rity that a security algorithm applied to the first commu-
nication protocol, and communicates with the health de-
vice by using the health security algorithm.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to management
of personal health, and more particularly to a method and
an apparatus for safely managing personal health record
by improving a security of the personal health record.

Background Art

[0002] A hospital-centered medical record manage-
ment system has a problem in that personal health infor-
mation is scattered in many medical organizations such
that it is not integrated but non-systematically operated,
and a Personal Health Record (PHR) has been suggest-
ed to solve the problem. The personal health record is
directed to collectively managing medical treatment in-
formation of persons provided from medical organiza-
tions and health records recorded by the persons them-
selves. If the personal health records are used, persons
can be provided with medical services and perform self-
management anytime and anywhere, and can be provid-
ed with an on-demand medical service suitable for the
persons, that is, a healthcare service.
[0003] The healthcare service includes collecting and
storing health data collected by various health devices
such as a blood pressure monitor, a body temperature
meter, a glucometer, and a blood analyzer. The health
data is transmitted to an external medical service provid-
er or provided to a user through a display unit such as a
television (TV), a mobile phone, or a smart phone. In
order to support the health care service more efficiently,
a health gateway for collecting and storing health data
from health devices located in or around a house may
be provided in the house. The health gateway performs
communications with health devices using a near field
communication technology such as WiFi, Bluetooth, or
ZigBee.
[0004] For more efficient use of communication devic-
es, the health gateway may be collocated with a general
gateway/access point (AP) supporting communication
with a general device such as a mobile phone, a smart-
phone, a notebook including a communication module,
and a smart TV instead of a health device. In another
case, an algorithm supporting a healthcare service may
be additionally provided in the gateway supporting a wire-
less near field communication technology.
[0005] The health data requires a high security as com-
pared with non-health data in that they contain not only
simple individual information but private health informa-
tion and life information such as a disease history of a
user. However, because health devices use an existing
general communication protocol according to the related
art, a security of the same level as that of general devices
is applied so that the requirements cannot be required.
[0006] Accordingly, a technology for providing a high
security for health devices has been required in an envi-

ronment in which health devices and non-health devices
coexist using the same communication protocol.

Detailed Description of the Invention

Technical Problem

[0007] The present invention provides a security meth-
od and a security apparatus for a health management
system.
[0008] The present invention provides a method and
an apparatus for providing a high security for health de-
vices in an environment in which health devices and non-
health devices coexist using the same communication
protocol.
[0009] The present invention provides a method and
an apparatus for reducing power consumption due to
driving of an additional security algorithm for health de-
vices.
[0010] The present invention provides an apparatus
and a method for safely managing a personal health
record by increasing a security of the personal health
record.
[0011] The present invention provides an apparatus
and a method for managing a personal health record by
which a resource can be efficiently used by determining
whether a security of a health measuring unit is set ac-
cording to situations.

Technical Solution

[0012] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method of providing
a security by a gateway in a health system, the method
including: setting a communication link according to a
first communication protocol with a communication de-
vice; determining whether the communication device is
a health device requiring a security of a high level; if the
communication device is a health device, performing a
health security algorithm providing a security of a level
higher than that of a security algorithm applied in the first
communication protocol; and performing a communica-
tion with the health device by using the health security
algorithm.
[0013] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a gateway apparatus
for providing a security for a health system, the gateway
apparatus including: a transceiver for performing a com-
munication with at least one communication device; and
a controller for, if a communication link according to a
first communication protocol with the communication de-
vice is set, determining whether the communication de-
vice is a health device requiring a security of a high level,
if the communication device is a health device, perform-
ing a health security algorithm providing a security of a
level higher than that of a security algorithm applied in
the first communication protocol, and performing a com-
munication with the health device by using the health
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security algorithm.
[0014] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method of manag-
ing a health record, the method including: receiving first
control information on whether security of at least one
measurement apparatus is executed from a health record
management server or a user; transmitting second con-
trol information on whether security of the at least one
measurement apparatus is executed to the at least one
measurement apparatus based on the first control infor-
mation; and receiving data measured by the at least one
measurement apparatus and generated based on the
second control information and providing the data to the
health record management server or the user.
[0015] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method of manag-
ing a health record, the method including: determining
whether a security of at least one measurement appara-
tus is executed and generating control information on
whether a security of the at least one measurement ap-
paratus is executed; transmitting the control information
to the at least one measurement apparatus; and receiv-
ing data measured by the at least one measurement ap-
paratus and generated based on the control information.
[0016] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method of manag-
ing a health record, the method including: determining
whether a security is executed on health data based on
control information provided by a health record manage-
ment server or a user; measuring the health data; exe-
cuting a security algorithm to set a security in the meas-
ured health data according to the determination; and
transmitting the data in which the security is set to the
health record management server or the user.
[0017] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided an apparatus for
managing a health record, the apparatus including: a
transmitter that transmits a signal; a receiver that re-
ceives a signal; and a controller that transmits second
control information on whether security of the at least one
measurement apparatus is executed to the at least one
measurement apparatus based on the first control infor-
mation on whether security of at least one measurement
apparatus is executed from a health record management
server or a user, and receives data measured by the at
least one measurement apparatus and generated based
on the second control information and transmits the data
to the health record management server or the user.
[0018] In accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided an apparatus for
managing a health record, the apparatus including: a
transmitter for transmitting a signal; a receiver that re-
ceives a signal; a controller for determining whether a
security is executed on at least one measurement appa-
ratus and generating control information on whether a
security is executed, and transmitting the control infor-
mation to the at least one measurement apparatus.
[0019] In accordance with another embodiment of the

present invention, there is provided an apparatus for
managing a health record, the apparatus including: a
transmitter for transmitting a signal; a receiver that re-
ceives a signal; a controller for determining whether a
security is executed on health data based on control in-
formation provided by a health record management serv-
er or a user, and executing a security algorithm to set a
security in the measured health data according to wheth-
er a security is executed.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0020]

FIG. 1 is a view exemplifying a configuration of a
health system according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a message flowchart for explaining an ex-
ecution procedure of a health security algorithm ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a message flowchart for explaining an end-
ing procedure of a health security algorithm accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an operation of exe-
cuting a health security algorithm in a gateway ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an operation of ending
a health security algorithm in a gateway according
to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a gateway for executing a health security algorithm
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 7 is a view showing a personal health record
management system according to an embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of a
personal health record management system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of a
personal health record management system accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of
a personal health record management system ac-
cording to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 11 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of
a personal health record management system ac-
cording to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing an operation of a
health measurement control apparatus of a personal
health record management system according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an operation of a PHR
server of a personal health record management sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention; and
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FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an operation of a
measurement apparatus of a personal health record
management system according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0021] Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of the
present disclosure will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Further, in the following de-
scription of the present invention, a detailed description
of known functions and configurations incorporated here-
in will be omitted when it may make the subject matter
of the present invention rather unclear. The terms which
will be described below are terms defined in considera-
tion of the functions in the present disclosure, and may
be different according to users, intentions of the users,
or customs. Therefore, the definitions of the terms should
be determined based on the contents throughout the
specification.
[0022] FIG. 1 exemplifies a configuration of a health
system according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0023] Referring to FIG. 1, there exists at least one
health device 108 such as a scale, a glucometer, a blood
pressure monitor, and a non-health device (also referred
to as a general device) 106 such as a smart TV, a note-
book including a communication module, and an home
appliance including a communication module. The health
device 108 and the non-health device 106 may perform
a communication by using the same communication pro-
tocol, for example, WiFi, Bluetooth, or ZigBee. In the
specification, an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described while taking communication
through WiFi as an example.
[0024] A gateway/access point (hereinafter, a gate-
way) 104 may perform communication with the non-
health device 106 and/or the health device 108 through
WiFi, and remote control data or health data as informa-
tion according to communication with the devices 106
and 108 are forwarded to a portable terminal 102 of a
user and, if possible, a control command from the port-
able terminal 102 is forward to the devices 106 and 108.
Here, the gateway 104 sets communication links 114,
116, and 112 with the non-health device 106, the health
device 108, and the portable terminal 102 by using a WiFi
communication protocol, and forwards the data and the
command through the communication links. As a selecta-
ble embodiment, the gateway 104 may set communica-
tion links with the portable terminal 102 through the In-
ternet and a mobile communication network to which the
portable terminal 102 is subscribed.
[0025] The gateway 104, in particular, the gateway
having an AP function may be opened to not only a reg-
istered user but a nonregistered user. In this case, a ma-
licious nonregistered user may connect to the gateway
104 to steal private data by the health device 108. In
particular, when the gateway 104 provides a security al-

gorithm of the same level to all devices connected
through WiFi, the problems may frequently occur. Thus,
in the following embodiments of the present invention,
when the health device 108 is connected, an operation
for applying a security algorithm of a higher level, that is,
a health security algorithm to the communication link 116
with the health device 108 is provided. Here, because
the details of the health security algorithm deviate from
the scope of the present invention that is sought to be
protected, the health security algorithm will be omitted.
Then, when a general security algorithm of WiFi is applied
to the communication link 114 with the non-health device
106, a health security algorithm is not applied.
[0026] The health security algorithm may be added to
a general security algorithm of WiFi to be performed. The
general security algorithm specifically includes a security
using an approach control based Service Set Identifier
(SSID), and a security using a privacy based Wired
Equivalent Privacy (WEP).
[0027] When the health devices and the non-health de-
vices use the same type of communication protocol, that
is, WiFi, the gateway 104 requires an additional operation
to classify devices connected to the gateway 104, that
is, to determine whether the connected devices are
health devices.
[0028] As an embodiment, the gateway 104 stores in-
formation on a health device usable by the user in a da-
tabase (DB) and manages the information. That is, before
using a health device in a house for the first time, the
user registers identification information on the health de-
vice, for example, a serial number of the device, a Media
Access Control (MAC) address, and a WiFi version in
the gateway 104. The DB may further include profile in-
formation such as the type of the health device, a man-
ufacturer of the device, and the like together with the
identification information on the health device.
[0029] As another embodiment, when transmitting a
message requesting setting of a communication link to
the gateway 104, the health device 108 transmits the
profile information on the type of the device in the mes-
sage. The profile information may simply indicate wheth-
er the device is a health device or may further include
information on the type of the health device, the manu-
facturer of the device, and the like. The gateway 104
recognizes that the health device 108 is connected with
reference to the profile information included in the mes-
sage.
[0030] FIG. 2 is a message flowchart for explaining an
execution procedure of a health security algorithm ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 2, in step 202, the gateway
104 sets a communication link with the non-health device
106 and the portable terminal 102 through WiFi, and per-
forms data communication. In step 204, a preliminary
registration of the health device 108, that is, an operation
of storing identification information on the health device
108 in the DB of the gateway 104 is performed. Here,
although it has been shown that step 204 of performing
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a preliminary registration of the health device 108 is per-
formed after step 202, step 204 may be performed at any
time before communication is started by the health device
108 irrespective of the performance of step 202. Further,
step 202 may be omitted.
[0032] After being driven by switching on a power
source in step 206, the health device 108 transmits a link
setup message to the gateway 104 and receives a re-
sponse message corresponding to the transmitted link
setup message to set a communication link in step 208.
As a selectable embodiment, during or after a step of
setting the communication link, a message further includ-
ing at least one of profile information on the health device
108 and information on an additional security algorithm
may be transmitted from the health device 108 to the
gateway 104. As a selectable embodiment, the health
device 108 may specifically indicate a desired health se-
curity algorithm and security parameters.
[0033] When a DB storing preliminary registration in-
formation is present, the gateway 104 searches the DB
for identification information on the health device 108 in
step 210. The identification information may be acquired
in step 208 of setting a link. If identification information
on the health device 108 is present in the DB, the gateway
104 executes a predetermined security algorithm for pro-
viding a higher level of security for a health care service,
that is, a health security algorithm in step 212. The health
security algorithm is executed on a communication link
between the gateway 104 and the health device 108, and
may be determined according to a selection of the man-
ufacturer or the designer in advance.
[0034] In step 218, the gateway 104 transmits a health
security setting request message for requesting execu-
tion of a health security algorithm to the health device
108. In step 228, the health device 108 recognizes that
a health security algorithm is executed by the health se-
curity setting request message in the gateway 104, and
accordingly executes a health security algorithm. In step
222, the health device 108 transmits a health security
setting response message that informs the gateway that
the health security algorithm has been executed to the
gateway 104. Thereafter, in step 230, communication of
a health security mode protected by a health security
algorithm is performed between the gateway 104 and the
health device 108.
[0035] Meanwhile, when the user intends to connect
to the health device 108 through the portable terminal
102 or identify the health data collected by the health
device 108, a health security algorithm should be per-
formed even in the portable terminal 102. Accordingly,
the gateway 104 instructs execution of a health security
algorithm to the portable terminal 102 through the follow-
ing procedure.
[0036] The portable terminal 102 executes a WiFi com-
munication module in step 214, and sets a communica-
tion link by WiFi with the gateway 104 in step 216. If
recognizing that a communication link is set with the port-
able terminal 102 after a health security algorithm is ex-

ecuted in step 212, the gateway 104 transmits a health
security setting request message to the portable terminal
in step 220. After executing a health security algorithm
in response to the health security request message in
step 226, the portable terminal responds with the health
security setting response message in step 224. Then, in
step 230, communication protected by a health security
algorithm is performed between the portable terminal
102, the gateway 104 and the health device 108. That
is, in step 230, the health device 108 may communicate
with the gateway 104, communicate with the portable
terminal 102 through the gateway 104, or directly com-
municate with the portable terminal 102.
[0037] When another health device is connected, the
same operation may be repeatedly performed on the oth-
er health device.
[0038] However, since a health security algorithm of a
higher level is continuously executed only for health de-
vices, power consumption may be excessively generated
in the gateway 104. Thus, when the health device releas-
es a communication link, it is necessary to complete ex-
ecution of a health security algorithm.
[0039] FIG. 3 is a message flowchart for explaining an
ending procedure of a health security algorithm accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0040] Referring to FIG. 3, the gateway 104, the health
device 108, and the portable terminal 102 perform com-
munication in a security mode protected by the health
security algorithm. If a power source of the health device
108 is switched off in step 304, a communication link
between the health device 108 and the gateway 104 is
compulsorily released in step 306. As another embodi-
ment, the health device 108 may request a release of the
communication link from the gateway 104 before the
power source of the health device 108 is switched off.
[0041] The gateway 104 detects that the communica-
tion with the health device 108 is released in step 308,
and the health security algorithm which is being executed
on the health device 108 is completed in step 310. As
another embodiment, the gateway completes a health
security algorithm when all the connected health devices
release the communication link.
[0042] If the portable terminal 102 executes a health
security algorithm, the gateway 104 transmits a health
security release request message for instructing a com-
pletion of the health security algorithm to the portable
terminal 102 in step 312, and the portable terminal com-
pletes the health security algorithm which is being exe-
cuted on the health device 108 in response to the health
security release request message in step 316. If the port-
able terminal 102 transmits a health security release re-
sponse message to the gateway 104 in step 318, it is
informed that the health security algorithm is completed.
[0043] Thereafter, in step 318, communication to
which a general algorithm of WiFi is applied is performed
between the gateway 104, the non-health device 106,
and the portable terminal 102.
[0044] FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an operation of

7 8 



EP 2 800 052 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

executing a health security algorithm in a gateway ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. Al-
though an embodiment in which a DB storing identifica-
tion information of health devices is used has been de-
scribed, it is apparent that a similar operation may be
applied to a case in which a message including profile
information is received from a health device. The shown
operation may be performed irrespective of whether the
non-health device is connected to the gateway.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 4, a communication link based
on WiFi is set between the health devices and the com-
munication device in step 402, and the gateway searches
the DB for identification information of the registered
health devices in step 404. In step 406, the gateway de-
termines whether identification information on the com-
munication device in which the communication link is set
is stored in the DB. If the identification information is
stored in the DB, the gateway determines that the com-
munication device is a health device and executes a
health security algorithm in step 408, and also requests
the health device to execute a health security algorithm.
Thereafter, the gateway proceeds to step 410. Mean-
while, if the identification information is not stored in the
DB, the gateway determines that the communication de-
vice is a non-health device and executes a general se-
curity algorithm of WiFi in step 410. Thereafter, the health
security algorithm or the health security algorithm and
the general security algorithm provide a security to the
communication between the gateway and the communi-
cation device. As a selectable embodiment, the health
security algorithm may replace a general security algo-
rithm of WiFi to be used.
[0046] Although it will not be shown, the gateway may
instruct execution of a health security algorithm to the
portable terminal according to selection of the user or a
preliminary setting after the health security algorithm is
executed in step 408. Accordingly, a health security al-
gorithm is applied to communication between the porta-
ble terminal, and the gateway and the health device.
[0047] FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an operation of
ending a health security algorithm in a gateway according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0048] Referring to FIG. 5, it is detected that a commu-
nication link set with the communication device based on
WiFi is released in step 502, and it is determined that the
communication device is a health device in step 504. The
determination may be performed with reference to a
search of the DB, profile information included in the mes-
sage received from the health device, and a context
stored with respect to a communication link. When it is
determined that the communication device is a health
device, the gateway completes a health security algo-
rithm performed on the communication link or commonly
applied to the communication with the health devices in
step 506.
[0049] FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configura-
tion of a gateway for executing a health security algorithm
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

[0050] Referring to FIG. 6, the gateway performs com-
munication according to a predetermined communication
protocol such as WiFi, Bluetooth, or ZigBee with the port-
able terminal, the health devices, and the non-health de-
vices through a transceiver 604. If it is detected that a
communication link with a communication device is set
by the transceiver 604, a controller 602 determines
whether the communication device is a health device with
reference to identification information of the health de-
vices registered in a memory 606 in advance or profile
information in the message received from the communi-
cation device through the transceiver 604. If it is identified
that the communication device is a health device, the
same health security algorithm is executed in the health
device by executing a health security algorithm designat-
ed in advance and informing the health device of the ex-
ecution of the health security algorithm through the trans-
ceiver 604. If the communication link with the health de-
vice is released, the controller 602 completes the health
security algorithm to reduce power consumption.
[0051] FIG. 7 is a view showing a Personal Health
Record (PHR) management system according to another
embodiment of the present invention.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 7, the personal health record
management system 760 according to the embodiment
of the present invention includes a display unit 710, first
and second measurement units 720 and 730, a health
measurement control unit 700, and a Personal Health
Record (PHR) server 750. In an embodiment of the
present invention, the display unit 710, the first and sec-
ond measurement units 720 and 730, and the health
measurement control unit 700 may be provided at home,
and the PHR server 750 may be provided in a hospital.
[0053] The display unit 710 may be, for example, a
portable terminal, a mobile phone, a Personal Digital As-
sistants (PDA), and a personal computer, and the first
and second measurement units 720 and 730 are devices
for measuring personal health, and may be health devic-
es such as a scale, a glucometer, a blood pressure mon-
itor, and a heart rate monitor. The health measurement
control unit 700 is located at home, and may be a gateway
for registering and managing the health devices. Al-
though FIG. 7 shows only two measurement units 720
and 730, an additional measurement unit may be includ-
ed. The first and second measurement units 720 and 730
include a security function, and a security algorithm may
be executed according to setting of a security and the
security algorithm may be different for the measurement
units.
[0054] The health measurement control unit 700 con-
trols execution of securities of the first and second meas-
urement units 720 and 730 according to an instruction of
the PHR server 750 or the display unit 710, and when
the measurement units transmit measurement data while
a security is executed on the measurement data, the
measurement data may be provided to the display unit
710 after the security of the measurement data is re-
leased. Here, execution of security means execution of
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encryption and the like, and releasing of the security
means that plain data are generated by releasing encryp-
tions (that is, decryption).
[0055] The PHR server 750 stores a personal health
record collected through the measurement units and may
determine execution of the security of the measurement
units, and accordingly, the measurement units may be
registered in the PHR server 750 and the PHR server
750 may store information on the security algorithms of
the measurement units.
[0056] FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining an operation
of a personal health record management system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0057] Referring to FIG. 8, the user transmits a health
measurement progress request related to the first and
second measurement units 720 and 730 to the health
measurement control unit 700 through the display unit
710 (800). In response to the request, the health meas-
urement control unit 700 requests information on execu-
tion of a security of the first and second measurement
units 720 and 730 from the PHR server 750 (805). The
PHR server 750 determines execution of securities of
the measurement units according to the situation and
transmits the determined information to the health meas-
urement control unit 700 while the information is carried
in the response to the execution of a security (810), and
for example, when health data measured by the first
measurement unit 720 are important data as compared
with the second measurement unit 730, the PHR server
750 may determine that the first measurement unit 720
executes a security and the second measurement unit
730 does not execute a security. Then, the PHR server
750 may determine execution of securities of the meas-
urement units in consideration of the health state of the
user, the type of the measurement units, purposes of
health measurements, and the like.
[0058] The PHR server 750 may transmit security re-
lated information on the measurement unit which has
been determined to execute a security when execution
of a security is responded to the health measurement
control unit 700. The security related information may
include, for example, the type of a security algorithm
which will be applied to the security of data and/or an
input parameter thereof. This is because a security of
measured data can be released such that the user rec-
ognizes the data from the display unit 710 when data
measured by the health measurement control unit 700
is provided to the display unit 710, and when security
related information on the measurement units is stored
in the health measurement control unit 700 in advance,
transmission of separate security related information
may be omitted.
[0059] If receiving a response on execution of a secu-
rity, the health measurement control unit 700 transmits
a message controlling execution of securities of the
measurement units to the measurement units (815 and
820). For example, the first measurement unit 720 is re-
quested to execute a security (815), and the second

measurement unit 730 is requested not to execute a se-
curity (820). If data on the health of the user is measured
(825), the first measurement unit 720 executes a security
algorithm on the data (830), and transmits the first meas-
urement data to the health measurement control unit 700
(840). Because the second measurement unit 730 does
not execute a security, it measures data on the health of
the user (835), and transmits second measurement data
to the health measurement control unit 700 without exe-
cuting a security algorithm on the measured data (850).
[0060] If receiving the first and second measurement
data, the health measurement control unit 700 transmits
the data to the PHR server 750, and transmits the cor-
responding data to the user if the user makes a request
(860). Then, if the user requests first measurement data
(870), a security algorithm is executed on the first meas-
urement data to release a security (875) because a se-
curity is executed on the first measurement data such
that the data whose security is released is transmitted to
the display unit 710 (880). When the user requests the
second measurement data (885), the second measure-
ment data is transmitted to the display unit 710 while a
security algorithm is not executed because a security is
not executed on the second measurement data.
[0061] FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining an operation
of a personal health record management system accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present invention.
[0062] Referring to FIG. 9, if the user transmits a health
measurement progress request related to the first and
second measurement units 720 and 730 to the health
measurement control unit 700 through the display unit
710 (900), the health measurement control unit 700 re-
quests information on execution of a security of the first
and second measurement units 720 and 730 from the
PHR server 750 (905). The PHR server 750 transmits a
security execution response including information on ex-
ecution of a security in which a security is executed on
the first measurement unit 720 and a security is not ex-
ecuted on the second measurement unit 730 to the health
measurement control unit 700 (910). Then, the PHR serv-
er 750 may transmit security related information on the
first measurement unit 720 to the health measurement
control unit 700. The security related information may
include, for example, information on a security algorithm
executed by the first measurement unit 720.
[0063] If receiving a security execution response, the
health measurement control unit 700 requests the first
measurement unit 720 to execute a security (915) and
the second measurement unit 730 not to execute a se-
curity (920). If data on the health of the user is measured
(925), the first measurement unit 720 executes a security
algorithm on the data (930), and transmits the first meas-
urement data to the health measurement control unit 700
(940). Because the second measurement unit 730 does
not execute a security, it measures data on the health of
the user (935), and transmits second measurement data
to the health measurement control unit 700 without exe-
cuting a security algorithm on the measured data (950).
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[0064] If receiving the first and second measurement
data, the health measurement control unit 700 transmits
the data to the PHR server 750 (960), and transmits the
corresponding data to the user if the user makes a re-
quest. Then, if the user requests first measurement data
(970), security algorithm related information as well as
the first measurement data may be transmitted to the
display unit 710 to release a security because a security
is executed on the first measurement data (975). Then,
when a security algorithm for the measurement units is
stored in the display unit 710, transmission of the security
algorithm related information may be omitted. If receiving
the first measurement data, the display unit 710 releases
a security by executing a security algorithm on the first
measurement data (980) and outputs the data whose
security is released (990).
[0065] FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining an operation
of a personal health record management system accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present invention.
[0066] In the embodiment of FIG. 10, the display unit
710 may determine execution of a security on the meas-
urement units. Referring to FIG. 10, if the user transmits
a health measurement progress request related to the
first and second measurement units 720 and 730 to the
health measurement control unit 700 through the display
unit 710 (1000), the health measurement control unit 700
requests information on execution of a security of the first
and second measurement units 720 and 730 from the
display unit 710 (1005). The display unit 710 determines
such that a security is executed on the first measurement
unit 720 and a security is not executed on the second
measurement unit 730 (1010), and transmits the deter-
mined information to the health measurement unit 700
while a security execution response is carried in the de-
termined information (1015). Then, the display unit 710
may transmit security related information on the first
measurement unit 720 to the health measurement control
unit 700, and the security related information may include
information on the security algorithm executed by the first
measurement unit 720. When requesting a health meas-
urement progress from the health measurement unit 700,
the display unit 710 may transmit information on execu-
tion of a security on the measurement units and security
related information.
[0067] If receiving a security execution response, the
health measurement control unit 700 requests the first
measurement unit 720 to execute a security (1020) and
the second measurement unit 730 not to execute a se-
curity (1025). If data on the health of the user is measured
(1030), the first measurement unit 720 executes a secu-
rity algorithm on the measurement data (1035), and
transmits the first measurement data to the health meas-
urement control unit 700 (1045). Because the second
measurement unit 730 does not execute a security, it
measures data on the health of the user (1040), and
transmits the generated second measurement data to
the health measurement control unit 700 without execut-
ing a security algorithm on the measured data (1050).

[0068] If the user requests first measurement data
(1055), it is necessary to release a security to allow the
user to read the first measurement data. When security
related information is stored in the display unit 710, the
health measurement control unit 700 may transmit the
first measurement data to the display unit 710 without
performing a separate security releasing step. The health
measurement control unit 700 may execute a security
algorithm on the first measurement data to release a se-
curity (1060), and transmit data whose security is re-
leased to the display unit 710 (1065). When the user re-
quests the second measurement data (1070), the second
measurement data is transmitted to the display unit 710
while a security algorithm is not executed because a se-
curity is not executed on the second measurement data.
[0069] FIG. 11 is a flowchart for explaining an operation
of a personal health record management system accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present invention.
[0070] In the embodiment of FIG. 11, the display unit
710 may control execution of a security of the first and
second measurement units 720 and 730. That is, if the
user determines such that a security is executed on the
first measurement unit 720 and a security is not executed
on the second measurement unit 730 through the display
unit (1100), the display unit 710 requests the first meas-
urement unit 720 to execute a security (1110) and the
second measurement unit 730 not to execute a security
(1120). If data on the health of the user is measured
(1130), the first measurement unit 720 executes a secu-
rity algorithm on the measurement data (1140), and
transmits the generated first measurement data to the
display unit 710 (1160). Because the second measure-
ment unit 730 does not execute a security, it measures
data on the health of the user (1150), and transmits the
generated second measurement data to the display unit
710 without executing a security algorithm on the meas-
ured data (1165).
[0071] When the user requests display of the meas-
urement data, the display unit 710 releases the security
by executing a security algorithm on the first measure-
ment data because a security is executed on the first
measurement data (1170) and outputs the measurement
data whose security is released (1180), and the security
algorithm is directly output while the security algorithm
is not executed because a security is not executed on
the second measurement data (1190).
[0072] FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing an operation of
a health measurement control apparatus of a personal
health record management system according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 12, information on execution
of a security on at least one measurement unit is request-
ed from the user or the PHR server 750 according to a
health measurement progress request of the user (1200),
and a response on execution of a security of the meas-
urement units is received (1205). Then, the measure-
ment unit executing a security may receive security re-
lated information including information on the security
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algorithm executed by the measurement unit together.
[0074] If information on execution of a security is trans-
mitted to the measurement units (1210) and data on the
health of the user measured by the measurement units
are received (1220), the received measurement data are
transmitted to the PHR server 750 (1230). Meanwhile,
when the user requests transmission of measurement
data (1240) and the requested data are data whose se-
curity is set (Yes of 1250), if a security algorithm is exe-
cuted (Yes of 1260), the measurement data whose se-
curity is released are transmitted to the user (1280), and
if the security algorithm is not executed (No of 1260),
measurement data and security algorithm related infor-
mation are provided to the user (1290). When the re-
quested data are not data whose security is not set (No
of 1250), the measured data are transmitted without per-
forming a security releasing step (1270).
[0075] FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an operation of
a PHR server of a personal health record management
system according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 13, a request for information
on execution of a security on at least one measurement
unit is received from the health measurement control unit
700 (1300), execution of a security on the measurement
units is determined (1310) and security related informa-
tion is transmitted to the health measurement control unit
700 (1320). Then, the measurement unit executing a se-
curity may transmit security related information including
information on the security algorithm executed by the
measurement unit together. Thereafter, health related
data of the user measured by the health measurement
control unit 700 are received (1330).
[0077] FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an operation of
a measurement apparatus of a personal health record
management system according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 14 exemplifies the first measure-
ment unit 720, and may be applied to other measurement
units including the second measurement unit 730 in the
same way.
[0078] If information on execution of a security is re-
ceived from the health measurement control unit 700 or
the user, data on the health of the user are measured
(1410) and a security of the measured data is set accord-
ing to execution of a security. That is, when a security is
executed (Yes of 1420), a security algorithm is executed
(1430) and the measurement data whose security is set
is transmitted to the health measurement control unit 700
or the user (1440), and if a security is not executed (No
of 1420), measurement data whose security is not set
are transmitted (1450).
[0079] According to the disclosed embodiment of the
present invention, a requirement for a security of a health
system can be satisfied by discriminatively providing a
security algorithm of a higher level as compared with non-
health devices using the same communication protocol
to health devices dealing with secret information of the
user. Further, a waste of power consumption in a gateway

can be prevented by reducing power consumption due
to driving of a security algorithm of a high level as much
as possible.
[0080] In addition, according to the present invention,
because the PHR server determines execution of a se-
curity of the measurement unit and manages security
algorithms of the measurement units, the securities of
the measurement units can be improved, and because
execution of securities of the measurement units is de-
termined according to situations, a resource can be effi-
ciently used without performing a security whenever all
the measurement units perform measurements.
[0081] Although the embodiment has been described
in the detailed description of the present disclosure, the
present disclosure may be modified in various forms with-
out departing from the scope of the present disclosure.
Therefore, the scope of the present disclosure is not lim-
ited to the embodiment described above, and should be
defined by the accompanying claims and the equivalents
of the claims.

Claims

1. A method of providing a security by a gateway in a
health system, the method comprising:

setting a communication link according to a first
communication protocol with a communication
device;
determining whether the communication device
is a health device requiring a security of a high
level;
if the communication device is a health device,
performing a health security algorithm providing
a security of a level higher than that of a security
algorithm applied in the first communication pro-
tocol; and
performing a communication with the health de-
vice by using the health security algorithm.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining com-
prises:

searching for identification information on the
communication device from a data base (DB) in
which information of health devices are regis-
tered in advance; and
if the identification information is present in the
DB, determining that the communication device
is the health device.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining com-
prises:

extracting a profile on the communication device
from a message received from the communica-
tion device; and
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determining whether the communication device
is the health device based on the profile infor-
mation.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first communi-
cation protocol is at least one of WiFi, Bluetooth, and
ZigBee.

5. A gateway apparatus for providing a security for a
health system, the gateway apparatus comprising:

a transceiver for performing a communication
with at least one communication device; and
a controller for, if a communication link accord-
ing to a first communication protocol with the
communication device is set, determining
whether the communication device is a health
device requiring a security of a high level, if the
communication device is a health device, per-
forming a health security algorithm providing a
security of a level higher than that of a security
algorithm applied in the first communication pro-
tocol, and performing a communication with the
health device by using the health security algo-
rithm.

6. The gateway apparatus of claim 5, wherein the con-
troller searches for identification information on the
communication device from a data base (DB) in
which information of health devices are registered in
advance, and if the identification information is
present in the DB, determines that the communica-
tion device is the health device.

7. The gateway apparatus of claim 5, wherein the con-
troller extracts a profile information on the commu-
nication device from a message received from the
communication device, and determines whether the
communication device is the health device based on
the profile information.

8. The gateway apparatus of claim 5, wherein the first
communication protocol is at least one of WiFi, Blue-
tooth, and ZigBee.

9. A method of managing a health record, the method
comprising:

receiving first control information on whether se-
curity of at least one measurement apparatus is
executed from a health record management
server or a user;
transmitting second control information on
whether security of the at least one measure-
ment apparatus is executed to the at least one
measurement apparatus based on the first con-
trol information; and
receiving data measured by the at least one

measurement apparatus and generated based
on the second control information and providing
the data to the health record management serv-
er or the user.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the first control in-
formation comprises information on a security algo-
rithm executed by the at least one measurement ap-
paratus.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the providing of the
data comprises, when a security is set in the data
received from the measurement apparatus, releas-
ing the security set in the received data and providing
the data from which the security is released to the
user.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the providing of the
data comprises, when a security is set in the data
received from the measurement apparatus, provid-
ing information on a security algorithm executed by
the at least one measurement apparatus to the user.

13. A method of managing a health record, the method
comprising:

determining whether a security of at least one
measurement apparatus is executed and gen-
erating control information on whether a security
of the at least one measurement apparatus is
executed;
transmitting the control information to the at least
one measurement apparatus; and
receiving data measured by the at least one
measurement apparatus and generated based
on the control information.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the control infor-
mation comprises information on a security algo-
rithm executed by the at least one measurement ap-
paratus.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the transmitting of
the control information comprises transmitting the
control information to a health measurement control
apparatus for controlling the measurement appara-
tus.

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising, when
the received data are data in which a security is set,
releasing the security of the received data; and
outputting data from which the security is released.

17. A method of managing a health record, the method
comprising:

determining whether a security is executed on
health data based on control information provid-
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ed by a health record management server or a
user;
measuring the health data;
executing a security algorithm to set a security
in the measured health data according to the
determination; and
transmitting the data in which the security is set
to the health record management server or the
user.

18. An apparatus for managing a health record, the ap-
paratus comprising:

a transmitter that transmits a signal;
a receiver that receives a signal; and
a controller that transmits second control infor-
mation on whether security of the at least one
measurement apparatus is executed to the at
least one measurement apparatus based on the
first control information on whether security of
at least one measurement apparatus is execut-
ed from a health record management server or
a user, and receives data measured by the at
least one measurement apparatus and gener-
ated based on the second control information
and transmits the data to the health record man-
agement server or the user.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the first control in-
formation comprises information on a security algo-
rithm executed by the at least one measurement ap-
paratus.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein, when a security is
set in the data received from the measurement ap-
paratus, the controller releases the security set in
the received data and provides the data from which
the security is released to the user.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein, when a security is
set in the data received from the measurement ap-
paratus, the controller provides information on a se-
curity algorithm executed by the at least one meas-
urement apparatus to the user.

22. An apparatus for managing a health record, the ap-
paratus comprising:

a transmitter for transmitting a signal;
a receiver that receives a signal;
a controller for determining whether a security
is executed on at least one measurement appa-
ratus and generating control information on
whether a security is executed, and transmitting
the control information to the at least one meas-
urement apparatus.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the control infor-

mation comprises information on a security algo-
rithm executed by the at least one measurement ap-
paratus.

24. The method of claim 22, wherein the controller trans-
mits the control information to a health measurement
control apparatus for controlling the measurement
apparatus.

25. The method of claim 22, wherein, when the received
data are data in which a security is set, the controller
releases the security of the received data and out-
puts the data from which the security is released.

26. An apparatus for managing a health record, the ap-
paratus comprising:

a transmitter for transmitting a signal;
a receiver that receives a signal;
a controller for determining whether a security
is executed on health data based on control in-
formation provided by a health record manage-
ment server or a user, and executing a security
algorithm to set a security in the measured
health data according to whether a security is
executed.
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