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(54) POWER CONVERTER AND INVERTER DEVICE EQUIPPED WITH SAME

(57) In a period in which the polarities of output volt-
age and output current of a power converter differ, a pulse
train voltage corresponding to a PWM signal is output by
a switching element Q1 and switching element Q2 being
turned off, one element of a switch element S1 and switch

element S2 being turned on, and the other element being
turned on and off based on an inverted signal of a PWM
signal pulse width modulated in accordance with an out-
put voltage command.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an inverter de-
vice such that, even when there is a region in which flows
current of a phase lagging with respect to the voltage of
an alternating current output, it is possible to reduce out-
put voltage waveform distortion.

Background Art

[0002] Three-level inverter devices that generate alter-
nating current voltage from three direct current potentials
are being put to practical use in a wide field of industry.
A schematic configuration of an inverter device that can
output phase voltage at three levels of potential is shown
in Fig. 11. This kind of inverter device is disclosed in PTL
1. In Fig. 11, 1 is a direct current power supply, 2 is an
inverter circuit, 3 is a filter circuit, and 4 is a load. The
direct current power supply 1 is a power supply wherein
a positive side power supply Psp and a negative side
power supply Psn are connected in series. Output termi-
nals of the direct current power supply 1 are a positive
side terminal P of the positive side power supply Psp, a
negative side terminal N of the negative side power sup-
ply Psn, and a neutral point terminal C, which is a con-
nection point of the positive side power supply Psp and
negative side power supply Psn. The positive side termi-
nal P outputs a positive voltage V1 of the positive side
power supply Psp. The negative side terminal N outputs
a negative voltage -V2 of the negative side power supply
Psn. The neutral point terminal C outputs a zero voltage
Vz, which is an intermediate voltage of the direct current
power supply 1.
[0003] The inverter circuit 2 is configured of switching
elements Q1 and Q2 and switch elements S1 and S2.
The switching elements Q1 and Q2 are connected in se-
ries, and connected to both ends of the direct current
power supply 1. A connection point of the switching ele-
ments Q1 and Q2 is an output terminal U that outputs an
alternating current voltage Vout. The switch elements S1
and S2 are connected in anti-parallel, configuring a bidi-
rectional switch BS. The bidirectional switch BS is con-
nected between the neutral point terminal C and the out-
put terminal U. The filter circuit 3 is a circuit formed by a
reactor Lf and capacitor Cf being connected in series.
The filter circuit 3 is connected between the output ter-
minal U and the neutral point terminal C. The load 4 is
connected to both ends of the capacitor Cf. A sinusoidal
load voltage Vload obtained by eliminating harmonic
components from the output voltage Vout of the inverter
circuit 2 is output to both ends of the capacitor Cf.
[0004] Firstly, a description will be given of an opera-
tion of the inverter circuit 2 when a load voltage Vload
with positive polarity is output. Fig. 12 is a diagram show-
ing the relationship between a control signal of each el-
ement and output voltage Vout. Each element is turned

on when the control signal thereof is at a high level (here-
after referred to as H), and turned off when the control
signal thereof is at a low level (hereafter referred to as
L). Fig. 12(a) shows the temporal change of a first pulse
width modulation signal (PWM signal 1). The PWM signal
1 is a signal that forms a reference for generating the
control signals of the switching element Q1 and switch
element S2. The PWM signal 1 repeatedly switches be-
tween H and L. The control signal of the switching ele-
ment Q1 is H or L in synchronization with the PWM signal
1 (Fig. 12(c)). The control signal of the switch element
S2 inverts the H and L of the PWM signal 1, and is a
signal to which an idle period Td is added (Fig. 12(f)).
The idle period Td is a period for turning the two elements
off together in order to prevent a short-circuiting of the
switching element Q1 and switch element S2.
[0005] Fig. 12(b) shows the temporal change of a sec-
ond pulse width modulation signal (PWM signal 2). The
PWM signal 2 is a signal that forms a reference for gen-
erating the control signals of the switching element Q2
and switch element S1. The PWM signal 2 is constantly
L in this period. The control signal of the switching ele-
ment Q2 is constantly L, in accordance with the PWM
signal 2 (Fig. 12(d)). The control signal of the switch el-
ement S1 is constantly H, in accordance with a signal
wherein H and L of the PWM signal 2 are inverted (Fig.
12(e)).
[0006] When each element carries out an on/off oper-
ation based on the heretofore described control signals,
voltage Vout of a pulse train of positive polarity is output
between the output terminal U and neutral point terminal
C (hereafter referred to as between the terminals U and
C). The voltage Vout is pulse width modulated, and the
amplitude thereof is the voltage V1 of the direct current
power supply Psp.
[0007] Next, a description will be given of an operation
of the inverter circuit 2 when voltage Vout with negative
polarity is output. Fig. 13 is a diagram showing the rela-
tionship between a control signal of each element and
the output voltage Vout. Fig. 13(a) shows the temporal
change of the PWM signal 1. The PWM signal 1 is con-
stantly L in this period. The control signal of the switching
element Q1 is constantly L, in accordance with the PWM
signal 1 (Fig. 13(c)). The control signal of the switch el-
ement S2 is constantly H, in accordance with a signal
wherein H and L of the PWM signal 1 are inverted (Fig.
13(f)).
[0008] Fig. 13(b) shows the PWM signal 2. The PWM
signal 2 repeatedly switches between H and L. The con-
trol signal of the switching element Q2 is H or L in syn-
chronization with the PWM signal 2 (Fig. 13(d)). The con-
trol signal of the switch element S1 inverts the H and L
of the PWM signal 2, and is a signal to which an idle
period Td is added (Fig. 13(e)). The idle period Td is a
period for turning the two elements off together in order
to prevent a short-circuiting of the switching element Q2
and switch element S1.
[0009] When each element carries out an on/off oper-
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ation based on the heretofore described control signals,
voltage Vout of a pulse train of negative polarity is output
between the terminals U and C. The voltage Vout is pulse
width modulated, and the amplitude thereof is the voltage
V2 of the direct current power supply Psn.
[0010] As heretofore described, the output voltage
Vout is a pulse width modulated pulse train voltage, and
includes harmonic components. The harmonic compo-
nents included in the output voltage Vout are eliminated
in the filter circuit 3. In the same way, harmonic compo-
nents included in an output current Iout of the inverter
circuit 2 are eliminated in the filter circuit 3. As a result
of this, the sinusoidal alternating current Vload is applied
to the load 4. Also, a sinusoidal alternating current Iload
flows into the load 4.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0011] PTL 1: JP-A-2007-028860

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0012] However, the heretofore described inverter de-
vice is such that, due to the existence of the reactor Lf,
the output current Iout is a phase lagging with respect to
the output voltage Vout. That is, a region wherein the
polarity of the output voltage Vout and the polarity of the
output current Iout differ exists in the cycle of the output
voltage Vout. Further, the inverter device is such that
output voltage Vout in accordance with the PWM signals
1 and 2 cannot be obtained in this period.
[0013] Fig. 14 is a diagram for describing this kind of
problem of the inverter device. Fig. 14(a) is a diagram
showing the temporal change of the PWM signal 1 within
one cycle of the output voltage Vout. Also, Fig. 14(b) is
a diagram showing the temporal change of the PWM sig-
nal 2 within one cycle of the output voltage Vout. The
PWM signal 1 is a signal that is pulse width modulated
in a period from 0 degrees to 180 degrees, and at L in a
period from 180 degrees to 360 degrees. Meanwhile, the
PWM signal 2 is a signal that is at L in a period from 0
degrees to 180 degrees, and is pulse width modulated
in a period from 180 degrees to 360 degrees. When the
inverter circuit 2 operates based on the PWM signals 1
and 2, the voltage Vout shown in Fig. 14(c) is output.
[0014] Herein, the pulse width of the output voltage
Vout is a width such that the idle period Td is added before
and after the pulse of the PWM signal 1 in a period A.
This is because in period A, when the switch element S2
is turned off, the current Iout flows into a diode connected
in anti-parallel to the switching element Q1. Also, the
pulse width of the output voltage Vout is a width such
that the idle period Td is added before and after the pulse
of the PWM signal 2 in a period B. This is because in

period B, when the switch element S1 is turned off, the
current Iout flows into a diode connected in anti-parallel
to the switching element Q2. In periods A and B, the
widths of pulses T1 to T4 commanded by the PWM sig-
nals 1 and 2 are small, because of which waveform dis-
tortion caused by the idle period Td increases. Therefore,
voltage oscillation due to step change of the output volt-
age Vout occurs in the filter circuit 3. As a result of this,
oscillation and waveform distortion of the load voltage
Vload increases in periods A and B (Fig. 14(d)). In order
to reduce the oscillation and waveform distortion of the
load voltage Vload occurring in this way, it is necessary
to increase the size of the filter circuit 3.
[0015] The invention has been contrived in order to
resolve the problem of this kind of existing technology.
That is, an object of the invention is to provide an inverter
device such that it is possible to output voltage wherein
an increase in waveform distortion is restricted even in
a period in which the polarities of the output voltage and
output current differ. This is achieved by outputting an
alternating current voltage obtained by synthesizing volt-
age input via a bidirectional switch and a pulse train volt-
age, generated in accordance with a PWM signal, whose
amplitude corresponds to the positive voltage or negative
voltage of a direct current power supply.

Solution to Problem

[0016] A first aspect of the invention for achieving the
heretofore described object is an inverter device includ-
ing a power converter formed of first and second switch-
ing elements and a bidirectional switch. Each of the first
and second switching elements includes a diode con-
nected in anti-parallel. Further, the first and second
switching elements are connected in series to either end
of a direct current power supply. The bidirectional switch
is configured by first and second switch elements being
connected in anti-series or anti-parallel, and one end
thereof is connected to a connection point of the first and
second switching elements. One aspect of the inverter
device is configured by the other end of the bidirectional
switch being connected to an intermediate potential point
of the direct current power supply. Also, another aspect
of the inverter device is configured by the other end of
the bidirectional switch being connected to the other end
of an alternating current power supply of which one end
is connected to the intermediate potential point of the
direct current power supply. In this aspect, the sizes of
the positive voltage and negative voltage of the direct
current power supply, which have the intermediate po-
tential point as a reference, are set to be greater than the
amplitude value of the voltage of the alternating current
power supply. Further, the power converter configured
in this way includes an operating mode wherein alternat-
ing current voltage is output using positive voltage of the
direct current power supply input via the first switching
element, negative voltage of the direct current power sup-
ply input via the second switching element, and voltage
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input via the bidirectional switch.
[0017] Further, the inverter device according to this as-
pect of the invention is such that, in this operating mode,
the second switching element and second switch ele-
ment are turned off, the first switching element is turned
on and off based on a first signal (PWM signal 1) pulse
width modulated in accordance with an output voltage
command, and the first switch element is turned on and
off based on a signal wherein an idle period is added to
an inverted signal of the PWM signal 1, in a period in
which the polarities of the output voltage and output cur-
rent are both positive. Also, the inverter device is such
that, in this operating mode, the first switching element
and first switch element are turned off, the second switch-
ing element is turned on and off based on a second signal
(PWM signal 2) pulse width modulated in accordance
with an output voltage command, and the first switch el-
ement is turned on and off based on a signal wherein an
idle period is added to an inverted signal of the PWM
signal 2, in a period in which the polarities of the output
voltage and output current are both negative. That is, the
inverter device operates so that two elements are alter-
nately turned on and off either side of an idle period in a
period in which the polarity of the output voltage and the
polarity of the output current are the same.
[0018] Meanwhile, the inverter device according to this
aspect of the invention is such that, in this operating
mode, the first and second switching elements are turned
off, one switch element of the bidirectional switch is
turned on in accordance with the polarities of the output
voltage and output current, and the other switch element
of the bidirectional switch is turned on and off based on
an inverted signal of the PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2,
in a period in which the polarities of the output voltage
and output current differ. Specifically, the inverter device
is such that, in this operating mode, the first and second
switching elements are turned off, the first switch element
is turned on, and the second switch element is turned on
and off based on an inverted signal of the PWM signal
1, in a period in which the output voltage is of positive
polarity and the output current is of negative polarity. Al-
so, the inverter device is such that, in this operating mode,
the first and second switching elements are turned off,
the second switch element is turned on, and the first
switch element is turned on and off based on an inverted
signal of the PWM signal 2, in a period in which the output
voltage is of negative polarity and the output current is
of positive polarity.
[0019] As heretofore described, the power converter
of the inverter device according to the first aspect of the
invention is such that it is possible to output alternating
current voltage obtained by synthesizing voltage input
via a bidirectional switch and a pulse train voltage whose
amplitude corresponds to the positive voltage or negative
voltage of a direct current power supply. The pulse train
voltage is voltage generated in accordance with one of
a PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2. That is, the alternating
current voltage output by this power converter is not af-

fected by an idle period. Consequently, the inverter de-
vice according to this aspect of the invention is such that
it is possible to restrict an increase in waveform distortion
of the output voltage, without increasing the size of a filter
circuit for eliminating harmonic components from the out-
put voltage of the power converter.
[0020] A second aspect of the invention for achieving
the heretofore described object is an inverter device in-
cluding a power converter formed of first and second
switching elements and first and second bidirectional
switches. Each of the first and second switching elements
includes a diode connected in anti-parallel. Further, the
first and second switching elements are connected in se-
ries to either end of a direct current power supply. The
first bidirectional switch is configured by first and second
switch elements being connected in anti-series or anti-
parallel. Further, the first bidirectional switch is connected
between a connection point of the first and second switch-
ing elements and the other end of an alternating current
power supply of which one end is connected to an inter-
mediate potential point of the direct current power supply.
The second bidirectional switch is configured by third and
fourth switch elements being connected in anti-series or
anti-parallel. Further, the second bidirectional switch is
connected between a connection point of the first and
second switching elements and the intermediate poten-
tial point of the direct current power supply. Herein, the
sizes of the positive voltage and negative voltage of the
direct current power supply, which have the intermediate
potential point as a reference, are set to be greater than
the amplitude value of the voltage of the alternating cur-
rent power supply. The power converter configured in
this way includes a first operating mode wherein alter-
nating current voltage is output using positive voltage of
the direct current power supply input via the first switching
element, negative voltage of the direct current power sup-
ply input via the second switching element, and interme-
diate voltage of the direct current power supply input via
the second bidirectional switch.
[0021] Further, the inverter device according to this as-
pect of the invention is such that, in the first operating
mode, the second switching element and first bidirection-
al switch are turned off, the third switch element is turned
on, the first switching element is turned on and off based
on a first signal (PWM signal 1) pulse width modulated
in accordance with an output voltage command, and the
fourth switch element is turned on and off based on a
signal wherein an idle period is added to an inverted sig-
nal of the PWM signal 1, in a period in which the polarities
of the output voltage and output current are both positive.
Also, the inverter device is such that, in the first operating
mode, the first switching element and first bidirectional
switch are turned off, the fourth switch element is turned
on, the second switching element is turned on and off
based on a second signal (PWM signal 2) pulse width
modulated in accordance with an output voltage com-
mand, and the third switch element is turned on and off
based on a signal wherein an idle period is added to an
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inverted signal of the PWM signal 2, in a period in which
the polarities of the output voltage and output current are
both negative. That is, the inverter device operates so
that two elements are alternately turned on and off either
side of an idle period in a period in which the polarity of
the output voltage and the polarity of the output current
are the same.
[0022] Meanwhile, the inverter device according to this
aspect of the invention is such that, in the first operating
mode, the first and second switching elements and first
bidirectional switch are turned off, one switch element of
the second bidirectional switch is turned on in accord-
ance with the polarities of the output voltage and output
current, and the other switch element of the second bi-
directional switch is turned on and off based on an in-
verted signal of the PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2, in a
period in which the polarities of the output voltage and
output current differ. Specifically, the inverter device is
such that, in the first operating mode, the first and second
switching elements and first bidirectional switch are
turned off, the third switch element is turned on, and the
fourth switch element is turned on and off based on an
inverted signal of the PWM signal 1, in a period in which
the output voltage is of positive polarity and the output
current is of negative polarity. Also, the inverter device
is such that, in the first operating mode, the first and sec-
ond switching elements and first bidirectional switch are
turned off, the fourth switch element is turned on, and
the third switch element is turned on and off based on an
inverted signal of the PWM signal 2, in a period in which
the output voltage is of negative polarity and the output
current is of positive polarity.
[0023] As heretofore described, the power converter
of the inverter device according to the second aspect of
the invention is such that it is possible to output alternat-
ing current voltage obtained by synthesizing intermediate
voltage of a direct current power supply and a pulse train
voltage whose amplitude corresponds to the positive volt-
age or negative voltage of the direct current power sup-
ply. The pulse train voltage is voltage generated in ac-
cordance with one of a PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2.
That is, the alternating current voltage output by this pow-
er converter is not affected by an idle period. Conse-
quently, the inverter device according to this aspect of
the invention is such that it is possible to restrict an in-
crease in waveform distortion of the output voltage, with-
out increasing the size of a filter circuit for eliminating
harmonic components from the output voltage of the
power converter.
[0024] A third aspect of the invention for achieving the
heretofore described object is an inverter device includ-
ing a power converter formed of first and second switch-
ing elements and first and second bidirectional switches.
Each of the first and second switching elements includes
a diode connected in anti-parallel. Further, the first and
second switching elements are connected in series to
either end of a direct current power supply. The first bi-
directional switch is configured by first and second switch

elements being connected in anti-series or anti-parallel.
Further, the first bidirectional switch is connected be-
tween a connection point of the first and second switching
elements and the other end of an alternating current pow-
er supply of which one end is connected to an interme-
diate potential point of the direct current power supply.
The second bidirectional switch is configured by third and
fourth switch elements being connected in anti-series or
anti-parallel. Further, the second bidirectional switch is
connected between a connection point of the first and
second switching elements and the intermediate poten-
tial point of the direct current power supply. Herein, the
sizes of the positive voltage and negative voltage of the
direct current power supply, which have the intermediate
potential point as a reference, are set to be greater than
the amplitude value of the voltage of the alternating cur-
rent power supply. The power converter configured in
this way includes a second operating mode wherein al-
ternating current voltage is output using positive voltage
of the direct current power supply input via the first switch-
ing element, negative voltage of the direct current power
supply input via the second switching element, and volt-
age of the alternating current power supply input via the
first bidirectional switch.
[0025] Further, the inverter device according to this as-
pect of the invention is such that, in the second operating
mode, the second switching element and second bidi-
rectional switch are turned off, the first switch element is
turned on, the first switching element is turned on and off
based on a first signal (PWM signal 1) pulse width mod-
ulated in accordance with an output voltage command,
and the second switch element is turned on and off based
on a signal wherein an idle period is added to an inverted
signal of the PWM signal 1, in a period in which the po-
larities of the output voltage and output current are both
positive. Also, the inverter device is such that, in the sec-
ond operating mode, the first switching element and sec-
ond bidirectional switch are turned off, the second switch
element is turned on, the second switching element is
turned on and off based on a second signal (PWM signal
2) pulse width modulated in accordance with an output
voltage command, and the first switch element is turned
on and off based on a signal wherein an idle period is
added to an inverted signal of the PWM signal 2, in a
period in which the polarities of the output voltage and
output current are both negative. That is, the inverter de-
vice operates so that two elements are alternately turned
on and off either side of an idle period in a period in which
the polarity of the output voltage and the polarity of the
output current are the same.
[0026] Meanwhile, the inverter device according to this
aspect of the invention is such that, in the second oper-
ating mode, the first and second switching elements and
second bidirectional switch are turned off, one switch el-
ement of the first bidirectional switch is turned on in ac-
cordance with the polarities of the output voltage and
output current, and the other switch element of the first
bidirectional switch is turned on and off based on an in-
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verted signal of the PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2, in a
period in which the polarities of the output voltage and
output current differ. Specifically, the inverter device is
such that, in the second operating mode, the first and
second switching elements and second bidirectional
switch are turned off, the first switch element is turned
on, and the second switch element is turned on and off
based on an inverted signal of the PWM signal 1, in a
period in which the output voltage is of positive polarity
and the output current is of negative polarity. Also, the
inverter device is such that, in the second operating
mode, the first and second switching elements and sec-
ond bidirectional switch are turned off, the second switch
element is turned on, and the first switch element is
turned on and off based on an inverted signal of the PWM
signal 2, in a period in which the output voltage is of neg-
ative polarity and the output current is of positive polarity.
[0027] As heretofore described, the power converter
of the inverter device according to the third aspect of the
invention is such that it is possible to output alternating
current voltage obtained by synthesizing voltage of an
alternating current power supply and a pulse train voltage
whose amplitude corresponds to the positive voltage or
negative voltage of the direct current power supply. The
pulse train voltage is voltage generated in accordance
with one of a PWM signal 1 or PWM signal 2. That is, the
alternating current voltage output by this power converter
is not affected by an idle period. Consequently, the in-
verter device according to this aspect of the invention is
such that it is possible to restrict an increase in waveform
distortion of the output voltage, without increasing the
size of a filter circuit for eliminating harmonic components
from the output voltage of the power converter.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0028] An inverter device to which the invention is ap-
plied is such that it is possible to output alternating current
voltage obtained by synthesizing voltage input via a bi-
directional switch and a pulse train voltage, generated in
accordance with a PWM signal, whose amplitude corre-
sponds to the positive voltage or negative voltage of a
direct current power supply.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0029]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a diagram for describing a configu-
ration of an inverter device to which the invention is
applied.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is diagrams for describing other em-
bodiments of a bidirectional switch shown in Fig. 1.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a diagram for describing the config-
uration of a control circuit shown in Fig. 1.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a diagram for describing operations
in a period A of the inverter device shown in Fig. 1.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a diagram for describing operations

in a period B of the inverter device shown in Fig. 1.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a diagram for describing the rela-
tionship between output voltage and output current
when there is a lagging power factor.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a diagram for describing another
configuration of an inverter device to which the in-
vention is applied.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a diagram for describing operations
in a period A of the inverter device shown in Fig. 7.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a diagram for describing operations
in a period B of the inverter device shown in Fig. 7.
[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a diagram for describing another
configuration of an inverter device to which the in-
vention is applied.
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a diagram for describing the con-
figuration of an inverter device according to existing
technology.
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a diagram for describing opera-
tions of an inverter device when outputting voltage
of a positive polarity.
[Fig. 13] Fig. 13 is a diagram for describing opera-
tions of an inverter device when outputting voltage
of a negative polarity.
[Fig. 14] Fig. 14 is a diagram for describing the rela-
tionship between output voltage and output current
when there is a lagging power factor.

Description of Embodiments

[0030] A description will be given, using Fig. 1 to Fig.
6, of a first embodiment of an inverter device according
to the invention. Fig. 1 shows an inverter device such
that a control circuit 30 is added to the inverter device
shown in Fig. 11. Consequently, circuit configurations
other than the control circuit 30 are the same as in the
inverter device shown in Fig. 11, because of which a de-
scription thereof will be omitted.
[0031] A bidirectional switch BS may be a circuit
formed of a configuration shown in (a) to (c) of Fig. 2, or
a circuit having equivalent functions and effects. This also
applies to other embodiments of the invention. Fig. 2(a)
is a bidirectional switch configured by two circuits wherein
an IGBT (Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor) and diode
are connected in series being connected in anti-parallel.
Fig. 2(b) is a bidirectional switch configured by two IG-
BTs, to each of which a diode is connected in anti-parallel,
being connected in anti-series. Fig. 2(c) is a bidirectional
switch configured by the IGBTs being replaced with
MOSFETs (Metal Oxide Semiconductor Field Effect
Transistors) in Fig. 2(b).
[0032] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the configuration of
the control circuit 30. The control circuit 30 includes an
output voltage command generator circuit 31, a period
determination circuit 32, a carrier signal generator circuit
33, a modulating signal generator circuit 34, pulse width
modulation circuits 35 and 36, and a pulse distributor
circuit 37. Further, an outline of an operation of the control
circuit 30 is as follows.
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[0033] The output voltage command generator circuit
31 outputs a command (output voltage command V*) for
voltage output by the inverter circuit 2. The period deter-
mination circuit 32 generates a period signal δ that has
determined between periods A to C using the output volt-
age Vout and output current Iout. Period A is a period in
which the output voltage Vout is of positive polarity, and
the output current Iout is of negative polarity. Period B is
a period in which the output voltage Vout is of negative
polarity, and the output current Iout is of positive polarity.
Period C is a period in which the output voltage Vout and
output current Iout are of the same polarity. The period
signal δ may be generated using the output voltage com-
mand V* instead of the output voltage Vout.
[0034] The carrier signal generator circuit 33 gener-
ates a carrier signal Sc of a predetermined frequency.
The modulating signal generator circuit 34, based on the
output voltage command V* and period signal δ, gener-
ates a first modulating signal λ1* and a second modulat-
ing signal λ2*. The pulse width modulation circuit 35, us-
ing the first modulating signal λ1* and carrier signal Sc,
generates a pulse width modulated first signal (PWM sig-
nal 1). The pulse width modulation circuit 36, using the
second modulating signal λ2* and carrier signal Sc, gen-
erates a pulse width modulated second signal (PWM sig-
nal 2). The pulse distributor circuit 37, using the PWM
signal 1, PWM signal 2, and period signal δ, generates
control signals G1, G2, Gs1, and Gs2 of the switching
elements Q1 and Q2 and switch elements S1 and S2.
[0035] By the inverter circuit 2 operating based on the
heretofore described control signals, pulse width modu-
lated pulse train voltage Vout is output between the ter-
minals U and C.
[0036] Firstly, using Fig. 4, a description will be given
of operations of the control circuit 30 and inverter circuit
2 in period A. When the period signal δ indicates period
A, the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 1,
which repeatedly switches between H and L (Fig. 4(a)).
The PWM signal 1 is the same signal as the PWM signal
1 shown in Fig. 12(a). In the drawing, a first pulse width
at which the PWM signal 1 becomes H is T1, while a
second pulse width is T2. Also, the control circuit 30 gen-
erates the PWM signal 2, which is constantly L (Fig. 4(b)).
The PWM signal 2 is the same signal as the PWM signal
2 shown in Fig. 12(b).
[0037] Further, the control circuit 30, based on the
PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal of
each element configuring the inverter circuit 2. Specifi-
cally, in period A, the control circuit 30 constantly controls
the control signals G1 and G2 of the switching elements
Q1 and Q2 respectively to L (Figs. 4(c) and (d)). Also,
the control circuit 30 constantly controls the control signal
Gs1 of the switch element S1 to H (Fig. 4(e)). Further,
the control circuit 30 controls the control signal Gs2 of
the switch element S2 to a signal such that H and L of
the PWM signal 1 are inverted (Fig. 4(f)). As the switching
element Q1 is constantly in an off state in this period, the
control circuit 30 does not add the idle period Td to the

control signal Gs2.
[0038] When the inverter circuit 2 operates based on
the heretofore described control signals, alternating cur-
rent voltage Vout obtained by synthesizing voltage (zero
voltage Vz) input via the bidirectional switch BS and a
pulse train voltage, generated in accordance with the
PWM signal 1, whose amplitude corresponds to the pos-
itive voltage of the direct current power supply 1 is output
between the terminals U and C (Fig. 4(h)). For example,
when the PWM signal 1 is L, the control signal Gs2 is H,
because of which the switch element S2 is turned on.
Consequently, the output current Iout of the inverter cir-
cuit 2 flows from the output terminal U toward the neutral
point terminal C via the switch element S2. At this time,
the voltage V1 of the direct current power supply Psp is
applied to the switching element Q1 (Fig. 4(g)). Further,
the voltage (zero voltage Vz) of the neutral point terminal
C is output to the output terminal U (Fig. 4(h)). Also, when
the PWM signal 1 is H, the control signal Gs2 is L, be-
cause of which the switch element S2 is turned off. Con-
sequently, the output current Iout of the inverter circuit 2
flows from the output terminal U toward the positive side
terminal P via the anti-parallel diode of the switching el-
ement Q1. At this time, forward voltage of the anti-parallel
diode is applied to the switching element Q1 (Fig. 4(g)).
Further, the voltage V1 of the direct current power supply
Psp is output between the terminals U and C (Fig. 4(h)).
[0039] Next, using Fig. 5, a description will be given of
operations of the control circuit 30 and inverter circuit 2
in period B. When the period signal δ indicates period B,
the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 1, which
is constantly L (Fig. 5(a)). The PWM signal 2 is the same
signal as the PWM signal 1 shown in Fig. 13(a). Also,
the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 2, which
repeatedly switches between H and L (Fig. 5(b)). The
PWM signal 2 is the same signal as the PWM signal 2
shown in Fig. 13(b). In the drawing, a first pulse width at
which the PWM signal 2 becomes H is T3, while a second
pulse width is T4.
[0040] Further, the control circuit 30, based on the
PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal of
each element configuring the inverter circuit 2. Specifi-
cally, in period B, the control circuit 30 constantly controls
the control signals G1 and G2 of the switching elements
Q1 and Q2 respectively to L (Figs. 5(c) and (d)). Also,
the control circuit 30 constantly controls the control signal
Gs2 of the switch element S2 to H (Fig. 5(f)). Further, the
control circuit 30 controls the control signal Gs1 of the
switch element S1 to a signal such that H and L of the
PWM signal 2 are inverted (Fig. 5(e)). As the switching
element Q2 is constantly in an off state in this period, the
control circuit 30 does not add the idle period Td to the
control signal Gs1.
[0041] When the inverter circuit 2 operates based on
the heretofore described control signals, alternating cur-
rent voltage Vout obtained by synthesizing voltage (zero
voltage Vz) input via the bidirectional switch BS and a
pulse train voltage, generated in accordance with the
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PWM signal 2, whose amplitude corresponds to the neg-
ative voltage of the direct current power supply 1 is output
between the terminals U and C (Fig. 5(h)). For example,
when the PWM signal 2 is L, the control signal Gs1 is H,
because of which the switch element S1 is turned on.
Consequently, the output current Iout of the inverter cir-
cuit 2 flows from the neutral point terminal C toward the
output terminal U via the switch element S1. At this time,
the voltage V2 of the direct current power supply Psn is
applied to the switching element Q2 (Fig. 5(g)). Further,
the voltage (zero voltage Vz) of the neutral point terminal
C is output to the output terminal U (Fig. 5(h)). Also, when
the PWM signal 2 is H, the control signal Gs1 is L, be-
cause of which the switch element S1 is turned off. Con-
sequently, the output current Iout of the inverter circuit 2
flows from the negative side terminal N toward the output
terminal U via the anti-parallel diode of the switching el-
ement Q2. At this time, forward voltage of the anti-parallel
diode is applied to the switching element Q2 (Fig. 5(g)).
Further, the voltage V2 of the direct current power supply
Psn is output at negative polarity to the output terminal
U (Fig. 5(h)).
[0042] In period C, the control circuit 30 adds the idle
period Td to the control signals of the switch elements
S1 and S2. However, as the polarities of the output volt-
age Vout and output current Iout are the same in period
C, the output voltage Vout, not being affected by the idle
period Td, is a voltage in accordance with the PWM sig-
nals 1 and 2.
[0043] As heretofore described, the inverter device ac-
cording to the embodiment is such that, in periods A to
C, it is possible to output the alternating current voltage
Vout obtained by synthesizing voltage input via the bidi-
rectional switch BS and a pulse train voltage whose am-
plitude corresponds to the positive voltage or negative
voltage of the direct current power supply 1. Further, the
pulse train voltage is voltage generated in accordance
with the PWM signals 1 and 2. That is, the alternating
current voltage Vout output by this power converter is
not affected by the idle period Td. Consequently, the in-
verter device is such that it is possible to restrict an in-
crease in waveform distortion of the load voltage Vload,
without increasing the size of the filter circuit for eliminat-
ing harmonic components from the output voltage Vout
of the power converter. Further, the load voltage Vload
and a load current Iload have sinusoidal waveforms, as
shown in Fig. 6.
[0044] Next, a description will be given, using Fig. 7 to
Fig. 9, of a second embodiment of the inverter device
according to the invention. Fig. 7 shows an inverter de-
vice such that an alternating current power supply 10 is
added to the inverter device shown in Fig. 1. The config-
urations of the direct current power supply 1, inverter
circuit 2, filter circuit 3, load 4, and control circuit 30 are
the same as in the first embodiment, because of which
a description thereof will be omitted.
[0045] A terminal S of the alternating current power
supply 10 is connected to the neutral point terminal C. A

terminal R of the alternating current power supply 10 is
connected to the other end of the bidirectional switch BS,
which is formed of the switch elements S1 and S2 and
of which one end is connected to the output terminal U.
Herein, the sizes of the positive voltage and negative
voltage of the direct current power supply, which have
an intermediate potential point as a reference, are set to
be greater than the amplitude value of the voltage of the
alternating current power supply. Further, the output volt-
age of the inverter circuit 2 is output between the output
terminal U and an output terminal V connected to the
neutral point terminal C (hereafter referred to as between
the terminals U and V).
[0046] The control circuit 30 generates a period signal
δ that has determined between periods A to C using the
output voltage Vout and output current Iout, in the same
way as in the first embodiment. The period signal δ may
be generated using the output voltage command V* in-
stead of the output voltage Vout. Also, the control circuit
30 generates the pulse width modulated PWM signals 1
and 2 based on the output voltage command V*. Further-
more, the control circuit 30, based on the period signal
δ and PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal
of each element configuring the inverter circuit 2.
[0047] Firstly, using Fig. 8, a description will be given
of operations of the control circuit 30 and inverter circuit
2 in period A. When the period signal δ indicates period
A, the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 1,
which repeatedly switches between H and L (Fig. 8(a)).
The PWM signal 1 is a signal corresponding to the PWM
signal 1 shown in Fig. 12(a). In the drawing, a first pulse
width at which the PWM signal 1 becomes H is T1, while
a second pulse width is T2. Also, the control circuit 30
generates the PWM signal 2, which is constantly L (Fig.
8(b)). The PWM signal 2 is a signal corresponding to the
PWM signal 2 shown in Fig. 12(b).
[0048] Further, the control circuit 30, based on the
PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal of
each element configuring the inverter circuit 2. Specifi-
cally, in period A, the control circuit 30 constantly controls
the control signals G1 and G2 of the switching elements
Q1 and Q2 respectively to L (Figs. 8(c) and (d)). Also,
the control circuit 30 constantly controls the control signal
Gs1 of the switch element S1 to H (Fig. 8(e)). Further,
the control circuit 30 controls the control signal Gs2 of
the switch element S2 to a signal such that H and L of
the PWM signal 1 are inverted (Fig. 8(f)). As the switching
element Q1 is constantly in an off state in this period, the
control circuit 30 does not add the idle period Td to the
control signal Gs2.
[0049] When the inverter circuit 2 operates based on
the heretofore described control signals, voltage Vout
obtained by synthesizing voltage Vs of the alternating
current power supply 10 and a pulse train voltage, gen-
erated in accordance with the PWM signal 1, whose am-
plitude corresponds to the positive voltage or negative
voltage of the direct current power supply 1 is output be-
tween the terminals U and V (Fig. 8(h)). For example,

13 14 



EP 2 892 145 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

when the PWM signal 1 is L, the control signal Gs2 is H,
because of which the switch element S2 is turned on.
Consequently, the output current Iout of the inverter cir-
cuit 2 flows from the output terminal U toward the terminal
R of the alternating current power supply 10 via the switch
element S2. At this time, voltage equivalent to the differ-
ence between the voltage V1 of the direct current power
supply Psp and the voltage Vs of the alternating current
power supply 10 is applied to the switching element Q1
(Fig. 8(g)). Further, the voltage Vs of the terminal R is
output to the output terminal U (Fig. 8(h)). Also, when the
PWM signal 1 is H, the control signal Gs2 is L, because
of which the switch element S2 is turned off. Consequent-
ly, the output current Iout of the inverter circuit 2 flows
from the output terminal U toward the positive side ter-
minal P via the anti-parallel diode of the switching ele-
ment Q1. At this time, forward voltage of the anti-parallel
diode is applied to the switching element Q1 (Fig. 8(g)).
Further, the voltage V1 of the direct current power supply
Psp is output between the terminals U and V (Fig. 8(h)).
[0050] Next, using Fig. 9, a description will be given of
operations of the control circuit 30 and inverter circuit 2
in period B. When the period signal δ indicates period B,
the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 1, which
is constantly L (Fig. 9(a)). The PWM signal 2 is a signal
corresponding to the PWM signal 1 shown in Fig. 13(a).
Also, the control circuit 30 generates the PWM signal 2,
which repeatedly switches between H and L (Fig. 9(b)).
The PWM signal 2 is a signal corresponding to the PWM
signal 2 shown in Fig. 13(b). In the drawing, a first pulse
width at which the PWM signal 2 becomes H is T3, while
a second pulse width is T4.
[0051] Further, the control circuit 30, based on the
PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal of
each element configuring the inverter circuit 2. Specifi-
cally, in period B, the control circuit 30 constantly controls
the control signals G1 and G2 of the switching elements
Q1 and Q2 respectively to L (Figs. 9(c) and (d)). Also,
the control circuit 30 constantly controls the control signal
Gs2 of the switch element S2 to H (Fig. 9(f)). Further, the
control circuit 30 controls the control signal Gs1 of the
switch element S1 to a signal such that H and L of the
PWM signal 2 are inverted (Fig. 9(e)). As the switching
element Q2 is constantly in an off state in this period, the
control circuit 30 does not add the idle period Td to the
control signal Gs1.
[0052] When the inverter circuit 2 operates based on
the heretofore described control signals, voltage Vout
obtained by synthesizing the voltage Vs of the alternating
current power supply 10 and a pulse train voltage in ac-
cordance with the PWM signal 1 is output between the
terminals U and V (Fig. 9(h)). For example, when the
PWM signal 2 is L, the control signal Gs1 is H, because
of which the switch element S1 is turned on. Consequent-
ly, the output current Iout of the inverter circuit 2 flows
from the terminal R of the alternating current power sup-
ply 10 toward the output terminal U via the switch element
S1. At this time, voltage equivalent to the difference be-

tween the voltage V2 of the direct current power supply
Psn and the voltage Vs of the terminal R is applied to the
switching element Q2 (Fig. 9(g)). Further, the voltage Vs
of the terminal R is output to the output terminal U (Fig.
9(h)). Also, when the PWM signal 2 is H, the control signal
Gs1 is L, because of which the switch element S1 is
turned off. Consequently, the output current Iout of the
inverter circuit 2 flows from the negative side terminal N
toward the output terminal U via the anti-parallel diode
of the switching element Q2. At this time, forward voltage
of the anti-parallel diode is applied to the switching ele-
ment Q2 (Fig. 9(g)). Further, the voltage V2 of the direct
current power supply Psn is output at negative polarity
to the output terminal U (Fig. 9(h)).
[0053] In period C, the control circuit 30 adds the idle
period Td to the control signals of the switch elements
S1 and S2. However, as the polarities of the output volt-
age Vout and output current Iout are the same in period
C, the output voltage Vout, not being affected by the idle
period Td, is a voltage obtained by synthesizing the volt-
age Vs of the alternating current power supply 10 and a
pulse train voltage in accordance with the PWM signals
1 and 2.
[0054] As heretofore described, the inverter device ac-
cording to the embodiment is such that, in periods A to
C, it is possible to output the alternating current voltage
Vout obtained by synthesizing the voltage Vs of the al-
ternating current power supply 10 and a pulse train volt-
age whose amplitude corresponds to the positive voltage
or negative voltage of the direct current power supply 1.
Further, the pulse train voltage is voltage generated in
accordance with the PWM signals 1 and 2. That is, the
alternating current voltage Vout output by this power con-
verter is not affected by the idle period Td. Consequently,
the inverter device according to this embodiment is such
that it is possible to restrict an increase in waveform dis-
tortion of the load voltage Vload in periods A and B, with-
out increasing the size of the filter circuit 3. Further, the
load voltage Vload and load current Iload have sinusoidal
waveforms, as shown in Fig. 6.
[0055] Next, a description will be given, using Fig. 10,
of a third embodiment of the inverter device according to
the invention. The inverter device according to this em-
bodiment employs a configuration wherein the inverter
devices according to the first and second embodiments
are combined. As the configurations of the direct current
power supply 1, filter circuit 3, and load 4 are the same
as in the first embodiment, a description thereof will be
omitted. Also, a control circuit 31, having a configuration
the same as that of the control circuit 30 described in the
first embodiment, generates control signals G1 and G2
of switching elements Q1 and Q2, and control signals
Gs1 to Gs4 of switch elements S1 to S4. Operations of
the control circuit 31 will be clarified in the following de-
scription.
[0056] An inverter circuit 21 according to this embod-
iment is formed of the switching elements Q1 and Q2,
the bidirectional switch BS1 (first bidirectional switch),
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and a bidirectional switch BS2 (second bidirectional
switch). The switching elements Q1 and Q2 are connect-
ed in series, and connected to both ends of the direct
current power supply 1. A connection point of the switch-
ing elements Q1 and Q2 is the output terminal U that
outputs alternating current voltage. The bidirectional
switch BS1 is configured by the switch elements S1 and
S2 being connected in anti-parallel. The bidirectional
switch BS2 is configured by the switch elements S3 and
S4 being connected in anti-parallel. One end of each of
the bidirectional switches BS1 and BS2 is connected to
the output terminal U. Further, the other end of the bidi-
rectional switch BS1 is connected to the terminal R of
the alternating current power supply 10, of which the ter-
minal S is connected to the neutral point terminal C of
the direct current power supply 1. Also, the other end of
the bidirectional switch BS2 is connected to the neutral
point terminal C.
[0057] The inverter device according to this embodi-
ment has at least an operating mode 1 (first operating
mode) and an operating mode 2 (second operating
mode). Operating mode 1 is an operating mode wherein
alternating current voltage is output using the voltages
V1 and V2 of the direct current power supply 1 and an
intermediate voltage. Operating mode 2 is an operating
mode wherein alternating current voltage is output using
the voltages V1 and V2 of the direct current power supply
1 and the voltage Vs of the alternating current power
supply 10. Further, when the inverter device operates in
operating mode 1, the inverter device carries out the
same operations as the inverter device according to the
first embodiment. Also, when the inverter device oper-
ates in operating mode 2, the inverter device carries out
the same operations as the inverter device according to
the second embodiment.
[0058] Specifically, when the inverter device operates
in operating mode 1, the control circuit 31 generates a
period signal δ that has determined between periods A
to C using the output voltage Vout or output voltage com-
mand V* and the output current Iout, in the same way as
the control circuit 30 according to the first embodiment.
Also, the control circuit 31 generates the pulse width mod-
ulated PWM signals 1 and 2 based on the output voltage
command V*. Furthermore, the control circuit 31, based
on the period signal δ and PWM signals 1 and 2, gener-
ates the control signal of each element configuring the
inverter circuit 21. That is, in the case of operating mode
1, the control circuit 31 constantly controls the control
signals of the switch elements S1 and S2 configuring the
bidirectional switch BS1 to L. Also, the control circuit 31
generates the control signals of the switching elements
Q1 and Q2, and the switch elements S3 and S4 config-
uring the bidirectional switch BS2, with the same logic
as in the cases of periods A and B of the first embodiment.
[0059] Further, by the inverter circuit 21 operating in
period A based on the control signals generated in this
way, voltage Vout obtained by synthesizing the interme-
diate voltage (zero voltage Vz) of the direct current power

supply 1 and a pulse train voltage, generated in accord-
ance with the PWM signal 1, whose amplitude corre-
sponds to the positive voltage or negative voltage of the
direct current power supply 1 is output between the ter-
minals U and V, in the same way as in the case of period
A in the first embodiment. Also, by the inverter circuit 21
operating in period B based on the control signals gen-
erated in the way heretofore described, voltage Vout ob-
tained by synthesizing the intermediate voltage (zero
voltage Vz) of the direct current power supply 1 and a
pulse train voltage, generated in accordance with the
PWM signal 2, whose amplitude corresponds to the neg-
ative voltage of the direct current power supply 1 is output
between the terminals U and V, in the same way as in
the case of period B in the first embodiment.
[0060] In period C, the control circuit 31 adds the idle
period Td to the control signals of the switch elements
S3 and S4. However, as the polarities of the output volt-
age Vout and output current Iout are the same in period
C, the output voltage Vout is not affected by the idle period
Td.
[0061] That is, the inverter device according to this em-
bodiment is such that, in periods A to C in operating mode
1, it is possible to output the alternating current voltage
Vout obtained by synthesizing the intermediate voltage
(zero voltage Vz) of the direct current power supply 1 and
a pulse train voltage whose amplitude corresponds to
the positive voltage or negative voltage of the direct cur-
rent power supply 1. Further, the pulse train voltage is
voltage generated in accordance with the PWM signals
1 and 2. That is, the alternating current voltage Vout out-
put by this power converter is not affected by the idle
period Td. Consequently, the inverter device is such that
it is possible to restrict an increase in waveform distortion
of the load voltage Vload in periods A and B, without
increasing the size of the filter circuit 3. Further, the load
voltage Vload and load current Iload have sinusoidal
waveforms, as shown in Fig. 6.
[0062] Next, when the inverter device operates in op-
erating mode 2, the control circuit 31 generates a period
signal δ that has determined between periods A to C us-
ing the output voltage Vload or output voltage command
V* of the inverter device and the output current Iload, in
the same way as the control circuit 30 according to the
second embodiment. Also, the control circuit 31 gener-
ates the pulse width modulated PWM signals 1 and 2
based on the output voltage command V*. Furthermore,
the control circuit 31, based on the period signal δ and
PWM signals 1 and 2, generates the control signal of
each element configuring the inverter circuit 21. That is,
in the case of operating mode 2, the control circuit 31
constantly controls the control signals of the switch ele-
ments S3 and S4 configuring the bidirectional switch BS2
to L. Also, the control circuit 31 generates the control
signals of the switching elements Q1 and Q2, and the
switch elements S1 and S2 configuring the bidirectional
switch BS1, with the same logic as in the cases of periods
A and B of the second embodiment.
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[0063] Further, by the inverter circuit 21 operating in
period A based on the control signals generated in this
way, voltage Vout obtained by synthesizing the voltage
Vs of the alternating current power supply 10 and a pulse
train voltage in accordance with the PWM signal 1 is out-
put between the terminals U and V, in the same way as
in the case of period A in the second embodiment. Also,
by the inverter circuit 21 operating in period B based on
the control signals generated in the way heretofore de-
scribed, voltage Vout obtained by synthesizing the volt-
age Vs of the alternating current power supply 10 and a
pulse train voltage in accordance with the PWM signal 1
is output between the terminals U and V, in the same
way as in the case of period B in the second embodiment.
[0064] In period C, the control circuit 31 adds the idle
period Td to the control signals of the switch elements
S1 and S2. However, as the polarities of the output volt-
age Vout and output current Iout are the same in period
C, the output voltage Vout is not affected by the idle period
Td.
[0065] That is, the inverter device according to this em-
bodiment is such that, in periods A to C in operating mode
2, it is possible to output the alternating current voltage
Vout obtained by synthesizing the voltage Vs of the al-
ternating current power supply 10 and a pulse train volt-
age whose amplitude corresponds to the positive voltage
or negative voltage of the direct current power supply 1.
Further, the pulse train voltage is voltage generated in
accordance with the PWM signals 1 and 2. That is, the
alternating current voltage Vout output by this power con-
verter is not affected by the idle period Td. Consequently,
the inverter device is such that it is possible to restrict an
increase in waveform distortion of the load voltage Vload
in periods A and B, without increasing the size of the filter
circuit 3. Further, the load voltage Vload and load current
Iload have sinusoidal waveforms, as shown in Fig. 6.

Industrial Applicability

[0066] The invention is applicable to a power conver-
sion device that supplies alternating current voltage to a
load, such as a momentary voltage drop compensation
device or uninterruptible power supply device.

Reference Signs List

[0067]

1 Alternating current power supply
2, 21 Inverter circuit
3 Filter circuit
4 Load
10 Alternating current power supply
30, 31 Control circuit

Claims

1. A power converter, comprising:

first and second switching elements, to each of
which a diode is connected in anti-parallel, con-
nected in series to either end of a direct current
power supply; and
a bidirectional switch, configured by first and
second switch elements being connected in an-
ti-series or anti-parallel, of which one end is con-
nected to a connection point of the first and sec-
ond switching elements, wherein,
in an operating mode wherein alternating cur-
rent voltage is output using positive voltage of
the direct current power supply input via the first
switching element, negative voltage of the direct
current power supply input via the second
switching element, and voltage input via the bi-
directional switch, a period in which the polarities
of output voltage and output current differ is such
that, by the first and second switching elements
being turned off, one switch element of the bidi-
rectional switch being turned on in accordance
with the polarities of the output voltage and out-
put current, and the other switch element of the
bidirectional switch being turned on and off
based on an inverted signal of a signal pulse
width modulated in accordance with an output
voltage command, alternating current voltage
obtained by synthesizing voltage input into the
other end of the bidirectional switch and a pulse
train voltage, which is voltage generated in ac-
cordance with the pulse width modulated signal
whose amplitude corresponds to the positive
voltage or negative voltage of the direct current
power supply, is output.

2. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein
the other end of the bidirectional switch is connected
to an intermediate potential point of the direct current
power supply.

3. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein
the other end of the bidirectional switch is connected
to the other end of an alternating current power sup-
ply of which one end is connected to an intermediate
potential point of the direct current power supply, and
the sizes of the positive voltage and negative voltage
of the direct current power supply, which have the
intermediate potential point as a reference, are set
to be greater than the amplitude value of the voltage
of the alternating current power supply.

4. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein,
in the operating mode,
the second switching element and second switch el-
ement are turned off, the first switching element is
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turned on and off based on a first signal pulse width
modulated in accordance with an output voltage
command, and the first switch element is turned on
and off based on a signal wherein an idle period is
added to an inverted signal of the first signal, in a
period in which the polarities of the output voltage
and output current are both positive,
the first switching element and first switch element
are turned off, the second switching element is
turned on and off based on a second signal pulse
width modulated in accordance with an output volt-
age command, and the first switch element is turned
on and off based on a signal wherein an idle period
is added to an inverted signal of the second signal,
in a period in which the polarities of the output voltage
and output current are both negative,
the first and second switching elements are turned
off, the first switch element is turned on, and the sec-
ond switch element is turned on and off based on an
inverted signal of the first signal, in a period in which
the output voltage is of positive polarity and the out-
put current is of negative polarity, and
the first and second switching elements are turned
off, the second switch element is turned on, and the
first switch element is turned on and off based on an
inverted signal of the second signal, in a period in
which the output voltage is of negative polarity and
the output current is of positive polarity.

5. A power converter, comprising:

first and second switching elements, to each of
which a diode is connected in anti-parallel, con-
nected in series to either end of a direct current
power supply;
a first bidirectional switch, configured by first and
second switch elements being connected in an-
ti-series or anti-parallel, connected between a
connection point of the first and second switch-
ing elements and the other end of an alternating
current power supply of which one end is con-
nected to an intermediate potential point of the
direct current power supply; and
a second bidirectional switch, configured by
third and fourth switch elements being connect-
ed in anti-series or anti-parallel, connected be-
tween a connection point of the first and second
switching elements and the intermediate poten-
tial point of the direct current power supply,
wherein
the sizes of the positive voltage and negative
voltage of the direct current power supply, which
have the intermediate potential point as a refer-
ence, are set to be greater than the amplitude
value of the voltage of the alternating current
power supply, and
in a first operating mode wherein alternating cur-
rent voltage is output using positive voltage of

the direct current power supply input via the first
switching element, negative voltage of the direct
current power supply input via the second
switching element, and intermediate voltage of
the direct current power supply input via the sec-
ond bidirectional switch, a period in which the
polarities of output voltage and output current
differ is such that,
by the first and second switching elements and
first bidirectional switch being turned off, one
switch element of the second bidirectional
switch being turned on in accordance with the
polarities of the output voltage and output cur-
rent, and the other switch element of the second
bidirectional switch being turned on and off
based on an inverted signal of a signal pulse
width modulated in accordance with an output
voltage command, alternating current voltage
obtained by synthesizing the intermediate volt-
age of the direct current power supply and a
pulse train voltage, which is voltage generated
in accordance with the pulse width modulated
signal whose amplitude corresponds to the pos-
itive voltage or negative voltage of the direct cur-
rent power supply, is output.

6. The power converter according to claim 6, wherein,
in the first operating mode,
the second switching element and first bidirectional
switch are turned off, the third switch element is
turned on, the first switching element is turned on
and off based on a first signal pulse width modulated
in accordance with an output voltage command, and
the fourth switch element is turned on and off based
on a signal wherein an idle period is added to an
inverted signal of the first signal, in a period in which
the polarities of the output voltage and output current
are both positive,
the first switching element and first bidirectional
switch are turned off, the fourth switch element is
turned on, the second switching element is turned
on and off based on a second signal pulse width
modulated in accordance with an output voltage
command, and the third switch element is turned on
and off based on a signal wherein an idle period is
added to an inverted signal of the second signal, in
a period in which the polarities of the output voltage
and output current are both negative,
the first and second switching elements and first bi-
directional switch are turned off, the third switch el-
ement is turned on, and the fourth switch element is
turned on and off based on an inverted signal of the
first signal, in a period in which the output voltage is
of positive polarity and the output current is of neg-
ative polarity, and
the first and second switching elements and first bi-
directional switch are turned off, the fourth switch
element is turned on, and the third switch element
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is turned on and off based on an inverted signal of
the second signal, in a period in which the output
voltage is of negative polarity and the output current
is of positive polarity.

7. A power converter, comprising:

first and second switching elements, to each of
which a diode is connected in anti-parallel, con-
nected in series to either end of a direct current
power supply;
a first bidirectional switch, configured by first and
second switch elements being connected in an-
ti-series or anti-parallel, connected between a
connection point of the first and second switch-
ing elements and the other end of an alternating
current power supply of which one end is con-
nected to an intermediate potential point of the
direct current power supply; and
a second bidirectional switch, configured by
third and fourth switch elements being connect-
ed in anti-series or anti-parallel, connected be-
tween a connection point of the first and second
switching elements and the intermediate poten-
tial point of the direct current power supply,
wherein
the sizes of the positive voltage and negative
voltage of the direct current power supply, which
have the intermediate potential point as a refer-
ence, are set to be greater than the amplitude
value of the voltage of the alternating current
power supply, and
in a second operating mode wherein alternating
current voltage is output using positive voltage
of the direct current power supply input via the
first switching element, negative voltage of the
direct current power supply input via the second
switching element, and voltage of the alternating
current power supply input via the first bidirec-
tional switch, a period in which the polarities of
output voltage and output current differ is such
that,
by the first and second switching elements and
second bidirectional switch being turned off, one
switch element of the first bidirectional switch
being turned on in accordance with the polarities
of the output voltage and output current, and the
other switch element of the first bidirectional
switch being turned on and off based on an in-
verted signal of a signal pulse width modulated
in accordance with an output voltage command,
alternating current voltage obtained by synthe-
sizing the voltage of the alternating current pow-
er supply and a pulse train voltage, which is volt-
age generated in accordance with the pulse
width modulated signal whose amplitude corre-
sponds to the positive voltage or negative volt-
age of the direct current power supply, is output.

8. The power converter according to claim 7, wherein,
in the second operating mode,
the second switching element and second bidirec-
tional switch are turned off, the first switch element
is turned on, the first switching element is turned on
and off based on a first signal pulse width modulated
in accordance with an output voltage command, and
the second switch element is turned on and off based
on a signal wherein an idle period is added to an
inverted signal of the first signal, in a period in which
the polarities of the output voltage and output current
are both positive,
the first switching element and second bidirectional
switch are turned off, the second switch element is
turned on, the second switching element is turned
on and off based on a second signal pulse width
modulated in accordance with an output voltage
command, and the first switch element is turned on
and off based on a signal wherein an idle period is
added to an inverted signal of the second signal, in
a period in which the polarities of the output voltage
and output current are both negative,
the first and second switching elements and second
bidirectional switch are turned off, the first switch el-
ement is turned on, and the second switch element
is turned on and off based on an inverted signal of
the first signal, in a period in which the output voltage
is of positive polarity and the output current is of neg-
ative polarity, and
the first and second switching elements and second
bidirectional switch are turned off, the second switch
element is turned on, and the first switch element is
turned on and off based on an inverted signal of the
second signal, in a period in which the output voltage
is of negative polarity and the output current is of
positive polarity.

9. An inverter device including the power converter ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 8.
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