
Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

E
P

 0
 8

51
 2

48
 A

3

Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services
2.16.7/3.6

(19)

(11) EP 0 851 248 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
26.01.2000  Bulletin 2000/04

(43) Date of publication A2:
01.07.1998  Bulletin 1998/27

(21) Application number: 98102083.7

(22) Date of filing: 28.04.1993

(51) Int. Cl.7: G02B 6/16,  G02B 6/12,
G02B 6/34

(84) Designated Contracting States:
DE FR GB IT SE

(30) Priority: 01.05.1992 JP 11279792
01.05.1992 JP 11280492
01.05.1992 JP 11280592
01.05.1992 JP 11280892
01.05.1992 JP 11281892
01.05.1992 JP 11282092
01.05.1992 JP 11282292

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in
accordance with Art. 76 EPC:
93911952.5 / 0 592 690

(71) Applicants:
• SUMITOMO ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES, LTD

Osaka-shi, Osaka-fu 541 (JP)

• Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation
Tokyo 100 (JP)

(72) Inventors:
• Inoue, Akira,

c/o Sumitomo Electric Ind. Ltd.
Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa (JP)

• Hattori, Yasuji,
c/o Sumitomo Electric Ind. Ltd.
Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa (JP)

• Yamashita, Katsuya
Mito-shi, Ibaraki-ken 310 (JP)

(74) Representative:
von Fischern, Bernhard, Dipl.-Ing. et al
Hoffmann - Eitle,
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte,
Arabellastrasse 4
81925 München (DE)

(54) Method for identifying optical line

(57) The invention relates to a method for fabricat-
ing a diffraction grating (2064) on an optical line (50)
and an optical line (50) comprising such a diffraction
grating (2064). Such diffraction gratings serve as
reflecting parts for forming an identification code that
allows an identification of the optical line, when detect-
ing light is input to one end of the optical line. When sev-
eral optical lines are arranged, a combination of the
relative positions of the diffraction gratings allow an indi-
vidual identification of the optical line.
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