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(54) Image display device and display device

(57) There is provided an image display device in-
cluding (A) an image forming device, (B) an optical device
configured to receive incident light output from the image

forming device and output the incident light, and (C) a
light receiving device configured to detect the light output
from the image forming device.



EP 2 905 958 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an image dis-
play device and a display device.
[0002] A virtual display device (image display device)
for allowing an observer to observe a two-dimensional
(2D) image formed by an image forming device as a vir-
tual image enlarged by a virtual image optical system is
well known, for example, from Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2006-162767.
[0003] As illustrated in a conceptual diagram of FIG.
22, an image display device 100’ includes an image form-
ing device 111 having a plurality of pixels arranged in a
2D matrix, a collimating optical system 112, which colli-
mates light output from a pixel of the image forming de-
vice 111 into parallel light, and an optical device (a light
guide device) 120 on which the parallel light from the
collimating optical system 112 is incident, through which
the light is guided, and from which the light is output. The
optical device 120 includes a light guide plate 121, which
outputs the incident light after the incident light propa-
gates through the inside according to total reflection, a
first polarizing unit 130 (for example, including a light re-
flecting film of one layer), which reflects the light incident
on the light guide plate 121 so that the light incident on
the light guide plate 121 is totally reflected inside the light
guide plate 121, and a second polarizing unit 140 (for
example, including a light reflecting multi-film having a
multi-layer laminated structure), which outputs from the
light guide plate 121 the light propagating through the
inside of the light guide plate 121 according to the total
reflection. A weight and size of a device can be reduced,
for example, when the HMD is formed according to such
an image display device 100’. Here, reference numerals
representing the other components in FIG. 22 can be
found with reference to an image display device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 which will be described with refer-
ence to FIG. 1.
[0004] Alternatively, in order to allow an observer to
observe a 2D image formed by the image forming device
as a virtual image enlarged by the virtual image optical
system, a virtual image display device (image display
device) using hologram diffraction gratings is well known,
for example, from Japanese Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2007-094175.
[0005] As illustrated in a conceptual diagram of FIG.
23, an image display device 300’ basically includes an
image forming device 111, which displays an image, a
collimating optical system 112, and an optical device (a
light guide device) 320 on which light displayed on the
image forming device 111 is incident and through which
the incident light is guided to a pupil 21 of the observer.
Here, the optical device 320 includes a light guide plate
321 and a first diffraction grating member 330 and a sec-
ond diffraction grating member 340 formed by reflective
volume hologram diffraction gratings provided on the light

guide plate 321. Light output from each pixel of the image
forming device 111 is incident on the collimating optical
system 112, and a plurality beams of parallel light having
different angles at which the parallel light is incident on
the light guide plate 321 is generated by the collimating
optical system 112, and incident on the light guide plate
321. The parallel light is incident on and output from a
first surface 322 of the light guide plate 321. On the other
hand, the first diffraction grating member 330 and the
second diffraction grating member 340 are mounted on
a second surface 323 of the light guide plate 321 parallel
to the first surface 322 of the light guide plate 321. Here,
reference numerals representing the other components
of FIG. 23 can be found with reference to an image display
device according to Embodiment 4 which will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 7.

SUMMARY

[0006] Meanwhile, in the image display device, for ex-
ample, if the light guide plate gets dirty or the light source
constituting the image forming device is temporally de-
graded, light intensity of an image reaching the observer
is reduced, and, for example, if deviation or the like occurs
in the optical system of the image display device, the light
intensity of an image reaching the observer is reduced,
or an image quality of the image observed by the observer
is reduced. Further, depending on the light source
equipped in the image forming device, a wavelength of
light output from the light source changes due to heat
generation of the light source, and an image quality of
an image observed by an observer may be consequently
lowered. However, in the head mounted display of the
related art, it is difficult to detect the occurrence of an
abnormality in the image display device or to detect a
variation in a wavelength of light output from the light
source.
[0007] Thus, it is desirable to provide an image display
device having a configuration and structure capable of
easily detecting the occurrence of an abnormality in the
image display device and a display device including a
relevant image display device. It is also desirable to pro-
vide an image display device having a configuration and
structure capable of easily detecting a variation in a wave-
length of light output from the light source and a display
device including a relevant image display device.
[0008] Various respective aspects and features of the
invention are defined in the appended claims. Combina-
tions of features from the dependent claims may be com-
bined with features of the independent claims as appro-
priate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0009] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
an image display device and a display device, including
a relevant image display device, and more particularly,
to a display device used as a head mounted display
(HMD) and an image display device used in a relevant
display device.
[0010] According to an embodiment of the present dis-
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closure, there is provided an image display device includ-
ing (A) an image forming device, (B) an optical device
configured to receive incident light output from the image
forming device and output the incident light, and (C) a
light receiving device configured to detect the light output
from the image forming device.
[0011] According to another embodiment of the
present disclosure, there is provided a display device in-
cluding (I) a frame to be mounted on a head of an ob-
server, and (II) an image display device mounted on the
frame, the image display device including (A) an image
forming device, (B) an optical device configured to re-
ceive incident light output from the image forming device
and outputs the incident light, and (C) a light receiving
device configured to detect the light output from the im-
age forming device. That is to say, the image display
device in the display device according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure includes the image display de-
vice according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
[0012] According to still another embodiment of the
present disclosure, there is provided an image display
device including (A) an image forming device configured
to include a liquid crystal display device and a light
source, (B) a light guide plate configured to propagate
light output from the image forming device, and (C) a light
receiving device configured to detect part of light output
from the image forming device. A wavelength of light out-
put from the light source is controlled based on a detec-
tion result of the light receiving device.
[0013] According to one or more of embodiments of
the present disclosure, the image display device or the
display device of an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure is provided with a light receiving device that detects
light output from an image forming device, and thus it is
possible to immediately detect whether or not an image
to be displayed on an image display device or light output
from an optical device is abnormal with a high degree of
accuracy. Here, the effects described in this specification
are merely exemplary and not limited, and there may be
additional effects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings,
throughout which like parts are referred to by like refer-
ences, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 1;
FIG. 2 is a schematic top view of the display device
of Embodiment 1;
FIG. 3 is a schematic front view illustrating the display
device of Embodiment 1;
FIG. 4 is a schematic side view illustrating the display
device of Embodiment 1;
FIG. 5 is a diagram schematically illustrating propa-

gation of light in a light guide plate constituting an
image display device;
FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 3;
FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 4;
FIG. 8 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating
an enlarged portion of a reflective volume hologram
diffraction grating in a display device of Embodiment
4;
FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 5;
FIG. 10 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 6, and il-
lustrates a modification of the display device of Em-
bodiment 1;
FIG. 11 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 6, and il-
lustrates a modification of the display device of Em-
bodiment 4;
FIG. 12 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 8, and il-
lustrates a modification of the display device of Em-
bodiment 1;
FIG. 13 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device of Embodiment 8, and il-
lustrates a modification of the display device of Em-
bodiment 4;
FIG. 14 is a conceptual diagram of a part of an optical
device in a display device of Embodiment 10;
FIG. 15 is a schematic front view of a display device
of Embodiment 11;
FIG. 16 is a schematic top view of the display device
of Embodiment 11;
FIG. 17 is a conceptual diagram of a modified exam-
ple of an image forming device;
FIG. 18 is a conceptual diagram illustrating another
modified example of an image forming device;
FIG. 19 is a conceptual diagram illustrating another
modified example of an image forming device;
FIG. 20 is a conceptual diagram illustrating another
modified example of an image forming device;
FIG. 21 is a conceptual diagram illustrating another
modified example of an image forming device;
FIG. 22 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a display device according to a related art;
and
FIG. 23 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
device in a modified example of the display device
according to the related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENT(S)

[0015] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the
present disclosure will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the appended drawings. Note that, in this spec-
ification and the appended drawings, structural elements
that have substantially the same function and structure
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are denoted with the same reference numerals, and re-
peated explanation of these structural elements is omit-
ted.
[0016] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be described with reference to the appended
drawings, but the present disclosure is not limited to the
following embodiments, and various numerical values or
materials in the following embodiments are exemplary.
The description will proceed in the following order.

1. Overall description of display device and image
display device of present disclosure
2. Embodiment 1 (display device and image display
device: first and third forms of image display devices
of present disclosure)
3. Embodiment 2 (modification of Embodiment 1:
fourth and sixth forms of image display devices)
4. Embodiment 3 (modifications of Embodiment 1
and Embodiment 2)
5. Embodiment 4 (other modifications of Embodi-
ment 1 and Embodiment 2)
6. Embodiment 5 (modification of Embodiment 4)
7. Embodiment 6 (modifications of Embodiment 1
and Embodiments 3 to 5: second and third forms of
image display devices)
8. Embodiment 7 (modification of Embodiment 6: fifth
and sixth forms of image display devices)
9. Embodiment 8 (modifications of Embodiment 1
and Embodiments 3 to 5: third form of image display
device)
10. Embodiment 9 (modification of Embodiment 8:
sixth form of image display device)
11. Embodiment 10 (modifications of Embodiments
1 to 9: third and sixth forms of image display devices)
12. Embodiment 11 (other modifications of Embod-
iments 1 to 9) and others

[Overall description of display device and image display 
device of present disclosure]

[0017] In the image display device or the image display
device in the display device (which will be generically
referred to be "image display device according to an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure or the like") according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the optical
device can include (a) a light guide plate configured to
cause the incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection and then output the in-
cident light, (b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light incident on the light guide plate so that the light
incident on the light guide plate is totally reflected inside
the light guide plate, and (c) a second polarizing unit con-
figured to polarize the light propagating inside the light
guide plate according to total reflection to output part of
light propagating inside the light guide plate according to
total reflection from the light guide plate, the second po-
larizing unit including a first portion that polarizes the light
propagating inside the light guide plate according to total

reflection toward an observer, and a second portion that
polarizes the light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection toward the light receiving de-
vice. For convenience, this image display device is re-
ferred to as the "first form of image display device." The
term "total reflection" means internal total reflection or
total reflection inside the light guide plate. Hereinafter,
the same is also true.
[0018] Alternatively, in the image display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure or
the like, the optical device can include (a) a light guide
plate configured to cause the incident light to propagate
inside the light guide plate according to total reflection
and then output the incident light, (b) a first polarizing
unit configured to polarize the light incident on the light
guide plate so that the light incident on the light guide
plate is totally reflected inside the light guide plate, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polarize the
light propagating inside the light guide plate according to
total reflection to output part of light propagating inside
the light guide plate according to total reflection from the
light guide plate. The light receiving device can be ar-
ranged on an end portion of the light guide plate at a side
of the second polarizing unit. For convenience, this image
display device is referred to as the "second form of image
display device."
[0019] In the first and second forms of image display
devices and fourth and fifth forms of image display de-
vices to be described later, the first polarizing unit may
be configured to reflect all light incident on the light guide
plate or reflect part of light incident on the light guide
plate, and the second polarizing unit may be configured
to transmit and reflect light propagating inside the light
guide plate according to total reflection. In other words,
in this case, the first polarizing unit functions as a reflect-
ing mirror or a semi-transmissive mirror, and the second
polarizing unit functions as a semi-transmissive mirror.
Here, the second polarizing unit may be configured with
a reflective volume hologram diffraction grating. Here,
according to circumstances, in the first form of image
display device and the fourth form of image display device
to be described later, the second polarizing unit may be
configured to output all light propagating inside the light
guide plate according to total reflection from the light
guide plate.
[0020] Alternatively, in the image display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure or
the like, the optical device can include a light semi-re-
flecting member that reflects part of light output from the
image forming device and transmits a remaining part.
The light receiving device can detect the light passing
through the light semi-reflecting member. For conven-
ience, this image display device is referred to as the "third
form of image display device."
[0021] In the third form of image display device and
the sixth form of image display device to be described
later, the light semi-reflecting member may be configured
with the first polarizing unit or may be configured with the
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second polarizing unit.
[0022] Alternatively, in the third form of image display
device and the sixth form of image display device to be
described later, the light semi-reflecting member may be
configured with a concave mirror that reflects light from
the image forming device. In this case, the optical device
preferably includes a semi-transmissive mirror that out-
puts light reflected by the concave mirror toward the ob-
server and a quarter wavelength plate arranged between
the semi-transmissive mirror and the concave mirror.
Preferably, the concave mirror is configured to transmit
part of light incident on the concave mirror (that is, the
concave mirror is configured with a semi-transmissive
concave mirror), and the light receiving device is ar-
ranged to receive light passing through the concave mir-
ror.
[0023] Alternatively, in the image display device of an
embodiment of the present disclosure or the like, the light
receiving device may employ a form in which the light
receiving device is optically connected to the optical de-
vice. In other words, not only a form in which the light
receiving device is connected to the optical device direct-
ly but also a form in which the light receiving device is
connected to the optical device through an adhesive
member, a light guide member, or the like so that light is
input is also included.
[0024] Further, in the image display device of an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure or the like having var-
ious kinds of preferred forms and configurations, a con-
figuration in which an operation of the image forming de-
vice is controlled based on the detection result of the light
receiving device may be provided. In this case, a config-
uration in which a position of an image output from the
image forming device is controlled based on the detection
result of the light receiving device or a configuration in
which an output angle of light output from the optical de-
vice is controlled based on the detection result of the light
receiving device may be provided. Alternatively, in order
to compensate for distortion occurring in an image output
from the optical device, a configuration in which a signal
for compensating for distortion occurring in an image is
weighted to an image signal to be transmitted to the im-
age forming device, that is, a configuration in which a
signal for compensating for distortion occurring in an im-
age output from the optical device is transmitted to the
image forming device based on the detection result of
the light receiving device, may be provided.
[0025] Alternatively, in the image display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure or
the like, the image forming device can include a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser ele-
ment. The optical device can include (a) a light guide
plate configured to cause the incident light to propagate
inside the light guide plate according to total reflection
and then output the incident light, (b) a first polarizing
unit configured to polarize the light incident on the light
guide plate so that the light incident on the light guide
plate is totally reflected inside the light guide plate, the

first polarizing unit being configured with a reflecting mir-
ror or a semi-transmissive mirror, and (c) a second po-
larizing unit configured to polarize the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total reflection to
output part of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide plate, the
second polarizing unit being configured with a reflective
volume hologram diffraction grating, the second polariz-
ing unit including a first portion that polarizes the light
propagating inside the light guide plate according to total
reflection toward an observer, and a second portion that
polarizes the light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection toward the light receiving de-
vice. A wavelength of light output from the light source
is controlled based on a detection result of the light re-
ceiving device.
[0026] Alternatively, in the image display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure or
the like, the image forming device can include a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser ele-
ment. The optical device can include (a) a light guide
plate configured to cause the incident light to propagate
inside the light guide plate according to total reflection
and then output the incident light, (b) a first polarizing
unit configured to polarize the light incident on the light
guide plate so that the light incident on the light guide
plate is totally reflected inside the light guide plate, the
first polarizing unit being configured with a reflecting mir-
ror or a semi-transmissive mirror, and (c) a second po-
larizing unit configured to polarize the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total reflection to
output part of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide plate, the
second polarizing unit being configured with a reflective
volume hologram diffraction grating. The light receiving
device can be arranged on an end portion of the light
guide plate at a side of the second polarizing unit. A wave-
length of light output from the light source can be con-
trolled based on a detection result of the light receiving
device.
[0027] Alternatively, in the image display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure or
the like, the image forming device can include a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser ele-
ment. The optical device can include a light semi-reflect-
ing member that reflects part of light output from the im-
age forming device and transmits a remaining part. The
light receiving device can detect the light passing through
the light semi-reflecting member, and controls a wave-
length of light output from the light source based on a
detection result. For convenience, this image display de-
vice is referred to as the "sixth form of image display
device."
[0028] Further, in the image display device of an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure or the like having var-
ious kinds of preferred forms and configurations, the light
receiving device may have a configuration in which the
light receiving elements are arranged one-dimensionally
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(that is, configured with a so-called line sensor) or a con-
figuration in which the light receiving elements are ar-
ranged in a 2D matrix (that is, configured with a so-called
imaging element). Here, the line sensor or the imaging
element may be configured with a solid-state imaging
device including a collection of photo sensors or a CCD
or CMOS sensor.
[0029] In order to detect the occurrence of an abnor-
mality in the image display device, preferably, a test sig-
nal is transmitted to the image forming device during one
image display frame at intervals of a certain period of
time (for example, at intervals of 10 seconds or 1 minute),
a test pattern is displayed on the image forming device,
and the relevant test pattern is detected by the light re-
ceiving device. Alternatively, preferably, when an oper-
ation of the image display device starts or ends, the test
signal is transmitted to the image forming device, the test
pattern is displayed on the image forming device, and
the relevant test pattern is detected by the light receiving
device. When the image display device is operating nor-
mally, the test pattern is received in a certain pixel of the
light receiving device. However, when an abnormality oc-
curs in the image display device, the test pattern is re-
ceived in a pixel deviated from the certain pixel of the
light receiving device. Alternatively, when an abnormality
occurs in the image display device, there are also cases
in which intensity of light received by the light receiving
device is reduced. Thus, when the light receiving device
detects that an abnormality has occurred in the image
display device, the image display device or the display
device outputs a warning. Alternatively, when the test
pattern is received in the pixel deviated from the certain
pixel of the light receiving device, it is preferable to com-
pensate an image signal to be transmitted to the image
forming device and eliminate the deviation. Alternatively,
an output angle of light output from the optical device
may be controlled, and in order to compensate for dis-
tortion occurring in an image output from the optical de-
vice, a configuration in which a signal for compensating
for distortion occurring in an image is weighted to an im-
age signal to be transmitted to the image forming device
may be provided. Further, when intensity of light received
by the light receiving device is reduced, it is preferable
to perform processing (for example, an increase in light
intensity of the light source) of increasing light intensity
of an image formed by the image forming device.
[0030] In the fourth to sixth forms of image display de-
vices, in order to detect whether or not a wavelength of
light output from the light source has significantly
changed, preferably, the test signal is transmitted to the
image forming device during one image display frame at
intervals of a certain period of time (for example, at in-
tervals of 10 seconds or 1 minute), the test pattern is
displayed on the image forming device, and the relevant
test pattern is detected by the light receiving device.
When the wavelength of light output from the light source
has not significantly changed, the test pattern is received
in the certain pixel of the light receiving device. However,

when the wavelength of light output from the light source
has significantly changed, specifically, when the wave-
length of light output from the light source has increased
due to heat generation of the light source, the test pattern
is received in the pixel deviated from the certain pixel of
the light receiving device. Alternatively, there are also
cases in which intensity of light received by the light re-
ceiving device is reduced. Thus, when such a phenom-
enon is detected by the light receiving device, it is pref-
erable that the wavelength of light output from the light
source be shifted to the short wavelength side to return
to the original wavelength by increasing a driving current
of a GaN semiconductor laser element constituting the
light source. Here, when the GaN semiconductor laser
element is driven based on a pulse width modulation
(PWM) scheme, it is preferable to control a pulse height.
[0031] In the display device of an embodiment of the
present disclosure having various kinds of preferred
forms and configurations, the optical device may be of a
transmissive type or a semi-transmissive type (see-
through type). Specifically, at least a portion of the optical
device facing an observer’s pupil is configured to be
transmissive or semi-transmissive (see-through), and it
is possible to view an outside view through the portion
of the optical device. The display device may include one
image display device or two image display devices.
[0032] In this specification, the terms "semi-transmis-
sive" and "semi-reflective" may indicate not only that 1/2
(50%) of incident light is transmitted or reflected, but also
that part of incident light is transmitted and the remaining
part is reflected.
[0033] When the first polarizing unit reflects all light
incident on the light guide plate, for example, the first
polarizing unit may be configured with a light reflecting
film (a type of mirror) that is formed of a metal including
an alloy and reflects light incident on the light guide plate.
Further, when the first polarizing unit reflects part of light
incident on the light guide plate, for example, the first
polarizing unit may be configured with a multi-layer lam-
inated structure in which a plurality of dielectric laminated
films are laminated, a half mirror, or a polarization beam
splitter. Furthermore, the second polarizing unit may be
configured with a multi-layer laminated structure in which
a plurality of dielectric laminated films are laminated, a
half mirror, a polarization beam splitter, or a hologram
diffraction grating film. The first polarizing unit and the
second polarizing unit are disposed in the light guide
plate, but in the first polarizing unit, at least part of parallel
light incident on the light guide plate is reflected or dif-
fracted so that the parallel light incident on the light guide
plate is totally reflected inside the light guide plate. Mean-
while, in the second polarizing unit, parallel light propa-
gating inside the light guide plate according to total re-
flection is refracted or diffracted a plurality of times and
then output from the light guide plate in a parallel light
state.
[0034] Alternatively, the first polarizing unit can be con-
figured to diffract light incident on the light guide plate,
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and the second polarizing unit can be configured to dif-
fract light propagating through the inside of the light guide
plate according to the total reflection. In this case, the
first polarizing unit and the second polarizing unit can be
formed by diffraction grating elements. Further, the dif-
fraction grating element can be formed by a reflective
diffraction grating element or a transmissive diffraction
grating element. Alternatively, one diffraction grating el-
ement can be formed by the reflective diffraction grating
element and the other diffraction grating element can be
formed by the transmissive diffraction grating element.
A reflective volume hologram diffraction grating can be
included as the reflective diffraction grating element. For
convenience, the first polarizing unit formed by the re-
flective volume hologram diffraction grating may be re-
ferred to as a "first diffraction grating member, " and the
second polarizing unit formed by the reflective volume
hologram diffraction grating may be referred to as a "sec-
ond diffraction grating member."
[0035] The image display device in accordance with
the present disclosure can perform a single-color (for ex-
ample, green) image display. When color image display
is performed, P diffraction grating layers, each of which
is formed by a reflective volume hologram diffraction grat-
ing, can be laminated to cause the first diffraction grating
member or the second diffraction grating member to cope
with diffraction/reflection of P types of light having P types
(for example, P=3, that is, three types of red, green, and
blue) of different wavelength bands (or wavelengths).
Each diffraction grating layer is provided with interference
fringes corresponding to one type of wavelength band
(or wavelength). Alternatively, to cope with diffraction and
reflection of P types of light having P types of different
wavelength bands (or wavelengths), P types of interfer-
ence fringes can be configured to be formed in the first
diffraction grating member or the second diffraction grat-
ing member formed by one diffraction grating layer. Al-
ternatively, for example, the angle of view can be divided
into three equal parts, and the first diffraction grating
member or the second diffraction grating member can
be configured by laminating diffraction grating layers cor-
responding to angles of view. Alternatively, for example,
a structure in which a first diffraction grating member and
a second diffraction grating member, each of which is
configured with a diffraction grating layer formed of a re-
flective volume hologram diffraction grating that diffracts
or reflects light having a red wavelength band (or wave-
length), are arranged in the first light guide plate, a first
diffraction grating member and a second diffraction grat-
ing member, each of which is configured with a diffraction
grating layer formed of a reflective volume hologram dif-
fraction grating that that diffracts or reflects light having
a green wavelength band (or wavelength), are arranged
in the second light guide plate, a first diffraction grating
member and a second diffraction grating member, each
of which is configured with a diffraction grating layer
formed of a reflective volume hologram diffraction grating
that that diffracts or reflects light having a blue wave-

length band (or wavelength), are arranged in the third
light guide plate, and the first light guide plate, the second
light guide plate, and the third light guide plate are lam-
inated with a gap therebetween may be adopted. By
adopting these configurations, it is possible to increase
the diffraction efficiency and acceptable diffraction angle
and optimize the diffraction angle when light beams hav-
ing the wavelength bands (or wavelengths) are diffracted
and reflected by the first diffraction grating member or
the second diffraction grating member. A protection
member is preferably arranged so that the reflective vol-
ume hologram diffraction gratings do not come in direct
contact with the air.
[0036] The first diffraction grating member and the sec-
ond diffraction grating member can be formed of a pho-
topolymer material. It is only necessary that the material
and basic structure of the first diffraction grating member
and the second diffraction grating member formed by the
reflective volume hologram diffraction gratings be the
same as those of the reflective volume hologram diffrac-
tion gratings of the related art. The reflective volume holo-
gram diffraction grating refers to a hologram diffraction
grating that diffracts and reflects only +1-order diffracted
light. Although the diffraction grating member is provided
with interference fringes extending from the inner side to
the outer side of the diffraction grating member, a method
of forming the interference fringes may be the same as
adopted in the related art. Specifically, for example, it is
only necessary that a material (e.g., a photopolymer ma-
terial) constituting the diffraction grating member be irra-
diated with object light in a first predetermined direction
on one side, a material constituting the diffraction grating
member be simultaneously irradiated with reference light
in a second predetermined direction on the other side,
and interference fringes formed by the object light and
the reference light be recorded in the material constituting
the diffraction grating member. By appropriately select-
ing the first predetermined direction, the second prede-
termined direction, and wavelengths of the object light
and the reference light, a desired pitch of the interference
fringes and a desired slant angle of the interference fring-
es on the surfaces of the diffraction grating member can
be obtained. The slant angle of the interference fringes
refers to the angle formed between the surfaces of the
diffraction grating member (or the diffraction grating lay-
er) and the interference fringes. When the first diffraction
grating member and the second diffraction grating mem-
ber are formed by a laminated structure in which P dif-
fraction grating layers, each of which is formed by a re-
flective volume hologram diffraction grating, are laminat-
ed, it is only necessary to separately manufacture P dif-
fraction grating layers and then laminate (adhere) the P
diffraction grating layers, for example, using an ultraviolet
curing resin adhesive. In addition, the P diffraction grating
layers may be formed by manufacturing one diffraction
grating layer using an adhesive photopolymer material,
and then adhering layers of the adhesive photopolymer
material thereon in order to manufacture diffraction grat-
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ing layers.
[0037] Alternatively, in the image display device in ac-
cordance with the present disclosure, the optical device
can be formed by a semi-transmissive mirror on which
light output from the image forming device is incident and
from which the incident light is reflected and output to-
ward the pupil of the observer. A structure in which the
light output from the image forming device propagates
through the air and is incident on the semi-transmissive
mirror may be provided. For example, a structure in which
the light output from the image forming device propa-
gates inside a transparent member such as a glass plate
or a plastic plate (specifically, a member formed of the
same material as the material constituting the light guide
plate to be described later) and incident on a semi-trans-
missive mirror may be provided. The semi-transmissive
mirror may be mounted on the image forming device via
the transparent member, and the semi-transmissive mir-
ror may be mounted on the image forming device via a
member separate from the transparent member.
[0038] In the image display device of an embodiment
of the present disclosure or the like having various kinds
of preferred forms and configurations, the image forming
device may be configured to include a plurality of pixels
arranged in a 2D matrix. Here, a configuration of this
image forming device is referred to as a "first form of
image forming device" for convenience.
[0039] As the first form of image forming device, for
example, there are an image forming device configured
with a reflective spatial light modulating device and a light
source, an image forming device configured with a trans-
missive spatial light modulating device and a light source,
and an image forming device configured with a light emit-
ting element such as an organic electro luminescence
(EL), an inorganic EL, or a light emitting diode (LED), but
among the image forming devices, the image forming
device configured with the reflective spatial light modu-
lating device and the light source is preferable. As the
spatial light modulating device, a light valve, a transmis-
sive or reflective LCD device such as a liquid crystal on
silicon (LCOS), or a digital micro mirror device (DMD)
may be used, and a light emitting element may be used
as a light source. Further, the reflective spatial light mod-
ulating device may be configured with an LCD device
and a polarization beam splitter that reflects part of light
from the light source to be guided to the LCD device and
transmits part of light reflected by the LCD device to be
guided to an optical system. As the light emitting ele-
ments constituting the light source, the red light emitting
element, the green light emitting element, the blue light
emitting element, and the white light emitting element
may be used, or white light may be obtained by mixing
red, green, and blue light output from the red light emitting
element, the green light emitting element, and the blue
light emitting element using the light pipe and performing
luminance equalization. As the light emitting element, for
example, there are examples of a semiconductor laser
element, a solid-state laser, and an LED. The number of

pixels may be determined based on specifications nec-
essary for the image display device, and as a specific
value of the number of pixels, there are examples of
3203240, 4323240, 6403480, 10243768, and
192031080. Here, in the fourth to sixth forms of image
display devices, the light emitting element may be con-
figured with the GaN semiconductor laser element as
described above.
[0040] Alternatively, in the image display device of an
embodiment of the present disclosure having the pre-
ferred forms and configurations described above, the im-
age forming device may be configured to include a light
source and a scanning unit that scans parallel light output
from the light source. Here, a configuration of this image
forming device is referred to as a "second form of image
forming device" for convenience.
[0041] A light emitting element can be included as a
light source in the second form of image forming device,
and specifically include a red light emitting element, a
green light emitting element, a blue light emitting ele-
ment, and a white light emitting element. Alternatively,
white light may be obtained by mixing red, green, and
blue light beams output from the red light emitting ele-
ment, the green light emitting element, and the blue light
emitting element using the light pipe and performing lu-
minance equalization. As the light emitting element, for
example, there are examples of a semiconductor laser
element, a solid-state laser, and an LED. In the second
form of image forming device, the number of pixels (vir-
tual pixels) may be determined based on specifications
necessary for the image display device. As a specific
value of the number of pixels (virtual pixels), there are
examples of 320x240, 432x240, 640x480, 854x480,
1024x768, and 1920x1080. In addition, in the case of a
color display, when the light source includes the red light
emitting element, the green light emitting element, and
the blue light emitting element, it is preferable to perform
color synthesis, for example, using a cross prism. As the
scanning unit, for example, a micro electro mechanical
system (MEMS), which has a micro mirror rotatable in a
2D direction to horizontally and vertically scan light output
from the light source, or a galvano mirror can be included.
It is only necessary to form the relay optical system con-
stituting the parallel light outputting optical system by a
well-known relay optical system. Here, in the fourth to
sixth forms of image display devices, the light emitting
element may be configured with the GaN semiconductor
laser element as described above.
[0042] In the first form of image forming device or the
second form of image forming device, light converted into
a plurality of beams of parallel light is incident on the light
guide plate through the optical system (that is an optical
system that outputs parallel light, which is also called a
"parallel light outputting optical system," and specifically,
for example, a collimating optical system or a relay optical
system), but the parallel light is necessary because it is
necessary to store optical wavefront information when
the light is incident on the light guide plate even after the
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optical wavefront information is output from the light
guide plate through the first polarizing unit and the second
polarizing unit. Here, in order to generate a plurality of
beams of parallel light, specifically, for example, it is pref-
erable that a light output portion of an image forming de-
vice be positioned at a place (a position) of a focal dis-
tance of the parallel light outputting optical system. The
parallel light outputting optical system has a function of
converting position information of a pixel into angle infor-
mation in the optical system of the optical device. As the
parallel light outputting optical system, there is an exam-
ple of an optical system having positive optical power as
a whole in which a convex lens, a concave lens, a free-
form surface prism, or a hologram lens is independently
arranged or the lenses are combined. A light shielding
portion having an opening portion may be arranged be-
tween the parallel light outputting optical system and the
light guide plate in order to prevent undesired light from
being output from the parallel light outputting optical sys-
tem and incident on the light guide plate.
[0043] For example, the light guide plate can be formed
of a glass material including optical glass such as quartz
glass or BK7, or a plastic material (e.g., poly methyl meth-
acrylate (PMMA), a polycarbonate resin, an acrylic resin,
amorphous polypropylene resin, or a styrene resin in-
cluding acrylonitrile styrene (AS) resin). The shape of the
light guide plate is not limited to a flat plate, but may be
curved. As a material for forming the light guide plate, a
glass including optical glass such as quartz glass or BK7,
or a plastic material (e.g., PMMA, a polycarbonate resin,
an acrylic resin, an amorphous polypropylene resin, or a
styrene resin including an acrylonitrile styrene (AS) resin)
may be used. The shape of the light guide plate is not
limited to a flat plate but may be a curved shape.
[0044] In the display device of an embodiment of the
present disclosure, a frame may be configured with a
front portion arranged in front of the observer and two
temple portions rotatably mounted on both ends of the
front portion via a hinge. Here, an ear bend portion is
mounted on a tip end portion of each temple portion. The
image display device is mounted on the frame, and spe-
cifically, for example, the image forming device is pref-
erably mounted on the temple portion. Further, a config-
uration in which the front portion and the two temple por-
tions are integrated may be provided. In other words, in
view of the entire display device of an embodiment of the
present disclosure, the frame has substantially the same
structure as normal glasses. A material for forming the
frame including a pad portion may be the same material
as a material for forming normal glasses such as a metal,
an alloy, a plastic, or a combination thereof. Further, a
configuration in which a nose pad is mounted on the front
portion may be provided. In other words, in view of the
entire display device of an embodiment of the present
disclosure, an assembly of the frame and the nose pad
has substantially the same structure as normal glasses
except that there is no rim. The nose pad may also have
a known configuration and structure.

[0045] From the viewpoint of design or ease of wear-
ing, it is preferable that wirings (signal lines, power lines,
or the like) from one or two image forming devices be
formed to extend from the tip end portion of the ear bend
portion to the outside via the temple portion and the inside
of the ear bend portion and to be connected to the control
device (a control circuit or a control unit). Further, it is
preferable to configure a form in which each image form-
ing device includes a headphone unit, and a wiring for
the headphone unit from each image forming device ex-
tends from the tip end portion of the ear bend portion to
the headphone unit via the temple portion and the inside
of the ear bend portion. Examples of the headphone unit
are an inner-ear type of headphone unit and a canal type
of headphone unit. More specifically, it is preferable to
configure a form in which the wiring for the headphone
unit from the tip end portion of the ear bend portion wraps
around the rear side of the auricle (auditory capsule) and
extends to the headphone unit.
[0046] In addition, in the HMD, an imaging device can
be formed to be mounted on a center portion of the front
portion. Specifically, the imaging device is formed by a
solid-state imaging device, for example, formed by a
CCD or a CMOS sensor and a lens. It is only necessary
that a wiring extending from the imaging device be con-
nected to one image display device (or an image forming
device), for example, through the front portion and further
included in a wiring extending from the image display
device (or the image forming device).
[0047] Light beams that have been output from the
center of the image forming device and have passed
through the image forming device side node of the optical
system are referred to as "central light beams," and light
beams that are vertically incident on the optical device
among the central light beams are referred to as "central
incident light beams." Further, a point at which the central
incident light beams are incident on the optical device is
referred to as an optical device central point, an axial line
that passes through the optical device central point and
is parallel to an axial line direction of the optical device
is referred to as an X axis, and an axial line that passes
through the optical device central point and matches a
normal line of the optical device is referred to as a Y axis.
In the display device of an embodiment of the present
disclosure, the horizontal direction is a direction parallel
to the X axis and is hereinafter also referred to as an "X
axis direction." Here, the optical system is arranged be-
tween the image forming device and the optical device,
and converts light output from the image forming device
into parallel light. Further, beams converted into parallel
light by the optical system are incident on, guided to, and
output to the optical device. A central point of the first
polarizing unit is referred to as an "optical device central
point."
[0048] The display device of an embodiment of the
present disclosure having the various modified examples
described above can be used, for example, for a display
of various kinds of descriptions, symbols, signs, marks,
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emblems, or designs when an observation target (sub-
ject) such as various kinds of devices are driven, oper-
ated, maintained, disassembled, or the like, a display of
various kinds of descriptions, symbols, signs, marks, em-
blems, or designs related to an observation target (sub-
ject) such as a person or a product, a display of a moving
image or a still image, a display of subtitles of a movie
or the like, a display of descriptive text or closed captions
related to a video synchronized with a video, or a display
of various kinds of descriptions related to an observation
target (subject) in a drama, kabuki, Noh, a comic drama,
an opera, a concert, a ballet, various kinds of plays, an
amusement park, an art gallery, a sightseeing area, a
resort, a tourist guide, or the like, descriptive text for de-
scribing content or a progress state thereof, a back-
ground, or the like, etc., and can be used for a display of
closed captions. Here, various kinds of content described
above correspond to information corresponding to data
related to a subject. In a drama, kabuki, Noh, a comic
drama, an opera, a concert, a ballet, various kinds of
plays, an amusement park, an art gallery, a sightseeing
area, a resort, a tourist guide, or the like, it is preferable
to display text serving as an image associated with an
observation target through the display device at an ap-
propriate timing. Specifically, for example, according to
a progress state of a movie or the like or according to a
progress state of a drama, based on a certain schedule
or an allocation of time, by an operator’s operation or
under control of a computer or the like, an image control
signal is transmitted to the display device, and an image
is displayed on the display device. Further, a display of
various kinds of descriptions related to an observation
target (subject) such as various kinds of devices, people,
or products is performed, but by shooting an observation
target (subject) such as various kinds of devices, people,
or products and analyzing shot content in the display de-
vice, it is possible to display various kinds of previously
created descriptions related to an observation target
(subject) such as various kinds of devices, people, or
products through the display device. Alternatively, the
display device of an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure can be used as a stereoscopic display device. In
this case, it is preferable that a polarizing plate or a po-
larizing film be removably mounted on the optical device,
or a polarizing plate or a polarizing film be attached to
the optical device as necessary.
[0049] An image signal to be output to the image form-
ing device may include not only an image signal (for ex-
ample, text data) but also luminance data (luminance in-
formation) related to an image to be displayed, chroma-
ticity data (chromaticity information), or luminance data
and chromaticity data. As the luminance data, luminance
data corresponding to luminance of a certain region in-
cluding an observation target viewed through the optical
device may be used, and as the chromaticity data, chro-
maticity data corresponding to chromaticity of a certain
region including an observation target viewed through
the optical device may be used. As described above, it

is possible to control luminance (brightness) of an image
to be displayed when the luminance data related to the
image is included, it is possible to control chromaticity
(color) of an image to be displayed when the chromaticity
data related to the image is included, and it is possible
to control luminance (brightness) and chromaticity (color)
of an image to be displayed when the luminance data
and the chromaticity data related to the image are includ-
ed. When luminance data corresponding to luminance
of a certain region including an observation target viewed
through the image display device is used, it is preferable
to set a value of the luminance data so that a value of
luminance of an image increases (that is, an image is
more brightly displayed) as a value of the luminance of
the certain region including the observation target viewed
through the image display device increases. Further,
when chromaticity data corresponding to chromaticity of
a certain region including an observation target viewed
through the image display device is used, it is preferable
to set a value of the chromaticity data so that the chro-
maticity of the certain region including the observation
target viewed through the image display device and the
chromaticity of the image to be displayed roughly have
a complementary color relation. A complementary color
refers to a combination of colors having an exactly op-
posite positional relation in a color circle. For example,
a color complementary to red is green, a color comple-
mentary to yellow is purple, and a color complementary
to blue is orange. It also refers to a color that causes
saturation to decrease, such as white in case of light or
black in case of an object when a certain color is mixed
with another color at an appropriate ratio, but comple-
mentarity of a visual effect when arranged in parallel is
different from complementarity when mixed. It is also re-
ferred to as a contrast color and an opposite color. Here,
an opposite color refers to a color directly opposite to a
complementary color, whereas a range indicated by a
complementary color is slightly larger. A color combina-
tion of complementary colors creates a synergy effect in
which both colors are emphasized, which is referred to
as complementary color harmony.

[Embodiment 1]

[0050] Embodiment 1 relates to a display device (spe-
cifically, an HMD) and an image display device of an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure, and more particular-
ly, to the first and third forms of image display devices).
FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram of an image display device
in a display device of Embodiment 1, FIG. 2 is a schematic
top view of the display device of Embodiment 1, FIG. 3
is a schematic front view illustrating the display device
of Embodiment 1, and FIG. 4 is a schematic side view
illustrating the display device of Embodiment 1. FIG. 5
schematically illustrates propagation of light in a light
guide plate constituting an image display device.
[0051] The display device of Embodiment 1 and Em-
bodiments 2 to 11 to be described later is more specifi-

17 18 



EP 2 905 958 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

cally an HMD, and includes

(I) a frame (for example, the glasses-type frame 10)
mounted on a head of an observer, and
(II) image display devices 100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
and 800 attached to the frame 10.

[0052] Here, the display device of Embodiment 1 or
the display devices of Embodiments 2 to 11 to be de-
scribed later is specifically a binocular display device in-
cluding two image display devices or may be a monocular
display device including one image display device. For
example, image forming devices 111 and 211 display a
single-color (for example, green) image.
[0053] In Embodiment 1 or Embodiments 2 to 11 to be
described later, the image display devices 100, 200, 300,
400, 500, and 800 include

(A) the image forming devices 111 and 211,
(B) optical devices (light guide devices)120, 320,
520, and 820 on which light output from the image
forming devices 111 and 211 is incident and from
which the light is output,
(C) light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128,
328, and 825 that detect light output from the image
forming devices 111 and 211, and
(D) optical systems (parallel light outputting optical
systems) 112 and 254 that convert light output from
the image forming devices 111 and 211 into parallel
light, and

beams converted into the parallel light through the optical
systems 112 and 254 are incident on and output to optical
devices 120, 320, 520, and 820.
[0054] Here, the image display devices 100, 200, 300,
400, 500, and 800 may be mounted to be fixed to the
frame or may be removably mounted. Here, the optical
systems 112 and 254 are arranged between the image
forming devices 111 and 211 and the optical devices 120,
320, 520, and 820. The beams converted into the parallel
light through the optical systems 112 and 254 are incident
on and output to the optical devices 120, 320, 520, and
820. The optical devices 120, 320, 520, and 820 are of
a semi-transmissive type (see-through type). Specifical-
ly, at least a portion (more specifically, light guide plates
121, 321, and 821 and second polarizing units 140 and
340 or a semi-transmissive mirror 822 which will be de-
scribed later) of an optical device facing both eyes of the
observer are semi-transmissive (see-through).
[0055] In Embodiment 1 and Embodiments 2 to 9 to
be described later, a point at which central incident light
beams vertically incident on the optical devices 120 and
320 among light beams (central light beams CL) that are
output from the centers of the image forming devices 111
and 211 and pass through image forming device side
nodes of the optical systems 112 and 254 are incident
on the optical devices 120 and 320 is referred to as an
optical device central point O, an axial line that passes

through the optical device central point O and is parallel
to axial line directions of the optical devices 120 and 320
is referred to as an X axis, and an axial line that passes
through the optical device central point O and matches
normal lines of the optical devices 120 and 320 is referred
to as a Y axis. Here, central points of the first polarizing
units 130 and 330 are the optical device central point O.
In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 5, in the image dis-
play devices 100, 200, 300, and 400, the central incident
light beams CL that are output from the centers of the
image forming devices 111 and 211 and pass through
the image forming device side nodes of the optical sys-
tems 112 and 254 collide vertically with the light guide
plates 121 and 321. In other words, the central incident
light beams CL are incident on the light guide plates 121
and 321 at an incidence angle of 0°. In this case, the
center of an image to be displayed matches vertical di-
rections of first surfaces 122 and 322 of the light guide
plates 121 and 321.
[0056] The optical devices 120 and 320 in Embodiment
1 and Embodiments 2 to 9 to be described later include

(a) the light guide plates 121 and 321 that cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection and then output the in-
cident light,
(b) the first polarizing units 130 and 330 that polarize
the light incident on the light guide plates 121 and
321 so that the light incident on the light guide plates
121 and 321 is totally reflected inside the light guide
plates 121 and 321, and
(c) the second polarizing units 140 and 340 that po-
larize light propagating inside the light guide plates
121 and 321 according to total reflection so that part
of light propagating inside the light guide plates 121
and 321 according to total reflection is output from
the light guide plates 121 and 321.

[0057] Here, the second polarizing units 140 and 340
are formed of a reflective volume hologram diffraction
grating. In other words, the second polarizing units 140
and 340 functions as a semi-transmissive mirror.
[0058] In Embodiment 1 or Embodiments 2 to 5 to be
described later, the optical devices 120 and 320 include
the first form of image display device. Specifically, the
second polarizing units 140 and 340 include
first portions 141 and 341 that polarize light propagating
inside the light guide plates 121 and 321 according to
total reflection toward the observer, and
second portions 142 and 342 that polarize the light prop-
agating inside the light guide plates 121 and 321 accord-
ing to total reflection toward the light receiving devices
126 and 326.
[0059] Alternatively, in the image display devices 100,
200, 300, and 400 of Embodiment 1 and Embodiments
2 to 5 to be described later, the optical devices 120 and
320 include a light semi-reflecting member that reflect
part of light output from the image forming devices 111
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and 211 and transmit the remaining part, and the light
receiving devices 126 and 326 detect the light passing
through the light semi-reflecting member. Here, specifi-
cally, the light semi-reflecting member is formed of the
second polarizing units 140 and 340.
[0060] In Embodiment 1 and Embodiments 2 to 11 to
be described later, the light receiving devices 126, 326,
127, 327, 128, 328, and 825 include a so-called line sen-
sor in which light receiving elements are one-dimension-
ally arranged or a so-called imaging element in which
light receiving elements are arranged in a 2D matrix.
[0061] Alternatively, in Embodiment 1 and Embodi-
ments 2 to 11 to be described later, the light receiving
devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328, and 825 are opti-
cally connected to the optical devices 120, 320, 520, and
820. In other words, the light receiving devices 126, 326,
127, 327, 128, 328, and 825 employ not only a form in
which the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128,
328 are connected directly to the optical devices 120,
320, 520, and 820 but also a form in which the light re-
ceiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328 are con-
nected so that light is input via an adhesive member, a
light guide member, or the like. Further, as light detected
by the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128,
328, and 825, part of light output from the image forming
devices 111 and 211 or part of light propagating through
the optical devices 120, 320, 520, and 820 is sufficient.
[0062] In Embodiment 1, the first polarizing unit 130
and the second polarizing unit 140 are disposed inside
the light guide plate 121. The first polarizing unit 130 re-
flects light incident on the light guide plate 121, and the
second polarizing unit 140 transmits and reflects light
propagating through the inside of the light guide plate
121 according to total reflection a plurality of times. That
is, the first polarizing unit 130 functions as a reflecting
mirror, and the second polarizing unit 140 functions as a
semi-transmissive mirror. More specifically, the first po-
larizing unit 130 provided inside the light guide plate 121
includes a light reflecting film (a type of mirror) formed of
aluminum (Al), which reflects light incident on the light
guide plate 121. On the other hand, the second polarizing
unit 140 provided inside the light guide plate 121 is
formed by a multilayer laminated structure in which a
plurality of dielectric laminated films are laminated. The
dielectric laminated film is formed by, for example, a TiO2
film as a high-dielectric-constant material and a SiO2 film
as a low-dielectric-constant material. A multi-layer lami-
nated structure in which a plurality of dielectric laminated
films are laminated is disclosed in Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication (Translation of PCT Ap-
plication) 2005-521099. Although a six-layer dielectric
laminated film is illustrated in the drawing, the present
disclosure is not limited thereto. A thin section formed of
the same material as the material constituting the light
guide plate 121 is sandwiched between dielectric lami-
nated films. In the first polarizing unit 130, the parallel
light incident on the light guide plate 121 is reflected (or
diffracted) so that the parallel light incident on the light

guide plate 121 is totally reflected inside the light guide
plate 121. On the other hand, in the second polarizing
unit 140, the parallel light propagating through the inside
of the light guide plate 121 according to total reflection
is reflected (or diffracted) a plurality of times, and output
toward the pupil 21 of the observer in a state of parallel
light from the light guide plate 121.
[0063] For the first polarizing unit 130, it is only neces-
sary that a slant surface on which the first polarizing unit
130 is to be formed on the light guide plate 121 be pro-
vided by cutting out a portion 124 on which the first po-
larizing unit 130 of the light guide plate 121 is provided,
and the cut-out portion 124 of the light guide plate 121
be adhered to the first polarizing unit 130 after a light
reflecting film is vacuum evaporated on the slant surface.
In addition, for the second polarizing unit 140, it is only
necessary that a multilayer laminated structure in which
a plurality of membranes of the same material (e.g.,
glass) as the material constituting the light guide plate
121 and a plurality of dielectric laminated films (for ex-
ample, formable by vacuum evaporation) are laminated
be manufactured, a slant surface be formed by cutting
out a portion 125 on which the second polarizing unit 140
of the light guide plate 121 is provided, the multilayer
laminated structure be adhered to the slant surface, and
the external form be arranged by polishing or the like.
Thereby, the optical device 120 having the first polarizing
unit 130 and the second polarizing unit 140 provided in-
side the light guide plate 121 can be obtained. Here, the
first polarizing unit 130 may be configured with a semi-
transmissive mirror that reflects part of light incident on
the light guide plates 121 and 321. In the second polar-
izing unit 140, the dielectric laminated film 140A posi-
tioned on the end portion side of the light guide plate 121
at the second polarizing unit side may be replaced with
a light reflecting film.
[0064] Here, in Embodiment 1 or any one of Embodi-
ments 2 to 10 to be described later, the light guide plates
121 and 321, and 821 are formed of an optical glass
material or a plastic material. Further, in Embodiment 1
or any one of Embodiments 2 to 9 to be described later,
the light guide plate 121 or 321 has two parallel surfaces
(a first surface 122 or 322 and a second surface 123 or
323) extending in parallel to the light propagating direc-
tion (X direction) according to internal total reflection of
the light guide plate 121 or 321. The first surface 122 or
322 and the second surface 123 or 323 face each other.
Parallel light is incident from the first surface 122 or 322
corresponding to a light incidence surface, and the inci-
dent parallel light propagates through the inside accord-
ing to total reflection and then is output from the first sur-
face 122 or 322 corresponding to a light output surface.
However, the present disclosure is not limited thereto,
and the light incidence surface may be formed by the
second surface 123 or 323, and the light output surface
may be formed by the first surface 122 or 322. In Em-
bodiment 1, the light receiving device 126 is mounted on
the light output surface.
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[0065] In Embodiment 1 or 4 to be described later, the
image forming device 111 is the first form of image form-
ing device, which has a plurality of pixels arranged in a
2D matrix. Specifically, the image forming device 111
includes a reflective spatial light modulating device 150
and a light source 153 formed by LEDs that emits white
light. Each entire image forming device 111 is fitted inside
a housing 113 (denoted by a dashed-dotted line in FIG.
1), and an opening portion (not illustrated) is provided in
the housing 113, and light is output from the optical sys-
tem (the parallel light outputting optical system, the col-
limating optical system) 112 through the opening portion.
The reflective spatial light modulating device 150 is
formed by an LCD device (LCD) 151 formed by an LCOS
as a light valve and a polarization beam splitter 152 that
reflects part of the light output from the light source 153
to guide the reflected light to the LCD device 151 and
passes part of light reflected by the LCD device 151 to
guide the passed light to the optical system 112. The
liquid crystal display device 151 includes a plurality (for
example, 640x480) of pixels (liquid crystal cells) ar-
ranged in a 2D matrix. The polarization beam splitter 152
has a well-known configuration and structure. Unpolar-
ized light output from the light source 153 collides with
the polarization beam splitter 152. The polarization beam
splitter 152 passes and outputs a P-polarized component
outside the system. On the other hand, an S-polarized
component is reflected by the polarization beam splitter
152, incident on the LCD device 151, reflected inside the
LCD device 151, and output from the LCD device 151.
Here, a large number of P-polarized components are in-
cluded in light output from pixels used for displaying
"white" in the light output from the LCD device 151, and
a large number of S-polarized components are included
in light output from pixels used for displaying "black." Ac-
cordingly, the P-polarized component within the light that
is output from the LCD device 151 and collides with the
polarization beam splitter 152 passes through the polar-
ization beam splitter 152 and is guided to the optical sys-
tem 112. On the other hand, the S-polarized component
is reflected by the polarization beam splitter 152 and re-
turned to the light source 153. The optical system 112,
for example, includes a convex lens. To generate parallel
light, the image forming device 111 (more specifically,
the LCD device 151) is disposed at a place (position) of
a focal distance of the optical system 112.
[0066] The frame 10 is formed by a front portion 11
arranged on the front side of the observer, two temple
portions 13 pivotably mounted on both ends of the front
portion 11 via hinges 12, and ear bend portions (also
referred to as tip cells or ear pads) 14 mounted on tip
end portions of the temple portions 13. In addition, nose
pads (not illustrated) are mounted thereon. That is, the
assembly of the frame 10 and the nose pads has basically
substantially the same structure as ordinary glasses. Fur-
ther, each housing 113 is mounted attachable to or de-
tachable from the temple portion 13 using a mounting
member 19. The frame 10 is manufactured using metal

or plastic. Each housing 113 may be fixed on the temple
portion 13 using the mounting member 19 so as not to
be attachable to or detachable from the temple portion
13. Further, when the observer owns and wears glasses,
each housing 113 may be attachable to or detachable
from the temple portion of the frame of the glasses owned
by the observer using the mounting member 19.
[0067] Further, wirings (signal lines, power lines, and
the like) 15 extending from one image forming device
111A extend from the tip end portion of the ear bend
portion 14 toward the outside via the temple portion 13
and the inside of the ear bend portion 14, and are con-
nected to the control device (the control circuit or the
control unit) 18. In addition, each of the image forming
devices 111A and 111B has a headphone unit 16, and
a headphone wiring 16’ extending from each of the image
forming devices 111A and 111B extends from the tip end
portion of the ear bend portion 14 to the headphone unit
16 via the temple portion 13 and the inside of the ear
bend portion 14. More specifically, the headphone wiring
16’ extends from the tip end portion of the ear bend por-
tion 14 so as to wrap around the rear side of the auricle
(auditory capsule) and extends to the headphone unit
16. According to such a configuration, the display device
can be neatly formed without giving an impression that
the headphone unit 16 and the headphone wiring 16’ are
cluttered.
[0068] The wirings (signal lines, power lines, and the
like) 15 are connected with the control device (control
circuit) 18 as described above. In the control device 18,
processing for image display is performed. The control
device 18 may be configured with a known circuit.
[0069] In addition, an imaging device 17 having a solid-
state imaging device formed by a CCD or CMOS sensor
and a lens (these are not illustrated) are mounted on a
center portion 11’ of the front portion 11 using an appro-
priate mounting member (not illustrated). A signal output
from the imaging device 17 is transmitted to the image
forming device 111A via a wiring (not illustrated) extend-
ing from the imaging device 17.
[0070] In the image display devices 100, 200, 300, 400,
500, and 800 of Embodiment 1 and Embodiments 2 to
11 to be described later, in order to detect the occurrence
of an abnormality, preferably, a test signal is transmitted
to the image forming devices 111 and 211, for example,
during one image display frame at intervals of a certain
period of time (for example, at intervals of 10 seconds or
1 minute), a test pattern is displayed on the image forming
devices 111 and 211, and the relevant test pattern is
detected by the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127,
327, 128, 328, and 825. Alternatively, preferably, when
the operations of the image display devices 100, 200,
300, 400, 500, and 800 start or end, the test signal is
transmitted to the image forming devices 111 and 211,
the test pattern is displayed on the image forming devices
111 and 211, and the relevant test pattern is detected by
the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328,
and 825. When the image display devices 100, 200, 300,
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400, 500, and 800 operate normally, the test pattern is
received in certain pixels of the light receiving devices
126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328, and 825. However, when
an abnormality occurs in the image display devices 100,
200, 300, 400, 500, and 800, the test pattern is received
in pixels deviated from certain pixels of the light receiving
devices 126, 326, 127 , 327, 128, 328, and 825. Alterna-
tively, when an abnormality occurs in the image display
devices 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, and 800, there are also
cases in which intensity of light received by the light re-
ceiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328, and 825
is reduced. Thus, when the light receiving devices 126,
326, 127, 327, 128, 328, and 825 detect the occurrence
of the abnormality in the image display devices 100, 200,
300, 400, 500, and 800, the image display devices 100,
200, 300, 400, 500, and 800 or the display device output
a warning.
[0071] Alternatively, in the image display devices 100,
200, 300, 400, 500, and 800 of Embodiment 1 and Em-
bodiments 2 to 11 to be described later, the operations
of the image forming devices 111 and 211 are controlled
based on the detection results of the light receiving de-
vices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328, and 825. In other
words, the positions of images output from the image
forming devices 111 and 211 are controlled based on the
detection results of the light receiving devices 126, 326,
127, 327, 128, 328, and 825. Specifically, when the test
pattern is received in the pixels deviated from the certain
pixels of the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327,
128, 328, and 825, preferably, image signals to be output
to the image forming devices 111 and 211 are compen-
sated to eliminate the deviation. More specifically, for
movement of an image in the horizontal direction, it is
preferable that a signal in which a position of an image
in the horizontal direction is changed by +i pixels or -i
pixels be generated in the control device 18 as a display
position correction signal. Alternatively, it is preferable
that a signal in which a timing of a horizontal synchronous
signal is changed by +i pixels or -i pixels be generated
in the control device 18. Further, for movement of an
image in the vertical direction, it is preferable that a signal
in which a position of an image in the vertical direction is
changed by +j pixels or -j pixels be generated in the con-
trol device 18 as the display position correction signal,
and alternatively, it is preferable that a signal in which a
timing of a vertical synchronous signal is changed by +j
pixels or -j pixels be generated in the control device 18.
In other words, it can be implemented by delaying or ad-
vancing a timing for a memory read position of the image,
or it can be implemented by deviating timings of the ver-
tical synchronous signal and the horizontal synchronous
signal. Further, it is preferable that the display position
correction signal be stored in the control device 18 as
the display position control signal, and it is preferable that
the display position control signal be added to the image
signal for forming the image in the control device 18. Al-
ternatively, an output angle of light output from the optical
devices 120 and 320 may be controlled, and in order to

compensate for distortion occurring in the images output
from the image forming devices 111 and 211, signals for
compensating for distortion occurring in the images may
be weighted to the image signals to be output to the image
forming devices 111 and 211 to remove the distortion. In
other words, the signals for compensating for distortion
occurring in the images output from the optical devices
120, 320, 520, and 820 may be output to the image form-
ing devices 111 and 211 based on the detection results
of the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128,
328, and 825.
[0072] Alternatively, when intensity of light received by
the light receiving devices 126, 326, 127, 327, 128, 328,
and 825 is reduced, it is preferable to perform processing
(for example, an increase in light intensity of the light
source 153) of increasing light intensity of the images
formed in the image forming devices 111 and 211.
[0073] As described above, the image display device
or the display device of Embodiment 1 includes the light
receiving device that detects light output from the image
forming device, and thus it is possible to immediately
detect whether or not an image to be displayed on an
image display device or light output from an optical device
is abnormal with a high degree of accuracy.

[Embodiment 2]

[0074] Embodiment 2 is a modification of Embodiment
1 and relates to fourth and sixth forms of image display
devices. In Embodiment 2, the image forming device 111
includes the light source 153 formed of a GaN semicon-
ductor laser element. Further, the wavelength of light out-
put from the light source 153 is controlled based on the
detection result of the light receiving device 126.
[0075] Generally, an oscillation wavelength (a wave-
length λ output from a semiconductor laser element) of
a semiconductor laser element is shifted to a long wave-
length side with an increase in the temperature of a bond-
ed surface. When the wavelength λ output from the sem-
iconductor laser element is shifted to the long wavelength
side, as will be described later, the deviation from the
Bragg condition represented by Expression (A) occurs,
and thus the image quality of the image observed by the
observer is lowered. However, in a GaN semiconductor
laser element formed by laminating a GaN compound
semiconductor layer, an oscillation wavelength (the
wavelength λ output from the semiconductor laser ele-
ment) of the semiconductor laser element is shifted to a
short wavelength side with an increase in a driving cur-
rent. Thus, it is possible to compensate the oscillation
wavelength of the semiconductor laser element shifted
to the long wavelength side with the increase in the tem-
perature. In other words, in order to detect whether or
not the wavelength of light output from the light source
153 has significantly changed, the test signal is transmit-
ted to the image forming device 111 during one image
display frame at intervals of a certain period of time (for
example, at intervals of 10 seconds or 1 minute), the test
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pattern is displayed on the image forming device 111,
and the relevant test pattern is detected by the light re-
ceiving device 126. When the wavelength of light output
from the light source 153 does not significantly change,
since the deviation from the Bragg condition does not
occur, the test pattern is received in a certain pixel of the
light receiving device 126. However, when the wave-
length of light output from the light source significantly
changes, specifically, when the wavelength of light output
from the light source increases due to heat generation
of the light source, the diffraction angle changes, and
thus the test pattern is received in a pixel deviated from
the certain pixel of the light receiving device 126. Alter-
natively, there are also cases in which intensity of light
received by the light receiving device 126 is reduced.
Such a phenomenon causes an image observed by the
observer to be smeared or distorted. Thus, when such a
phenomenon is detected by the light receiving device
126, it is preferable that the wavelength of light output
from the light source 153 be shifted to the short wave-
length side to return to the original wavelength by increas-
ing the driving current of the GaN semiconductor laser
element constituting the light source 153 under control
of the control device 18. Here, the temperature of the
light source 153 may be measured in conjunction with
the detection of the test pattern by the light receiving de-
vice 126.
[0076] Because the image display device and the dis-
play device of Embodiment 2 have substantially the same
configuration and structure as the image display device
and the display device of Embodiment 1 except for the
above-described points, a detailed description thereof is
omitted.

[Embodiment 3]

[0077] Embodiment 3 is a modification of Embodiment
1 or Embodiment 2. As illustrated in FIG. 6 that is a con-
ceptual diagram of the image display device 200 in the
display device (head mounted display) of Embodiment
3, in Embodiment 3, the image forming device 211 is
configured with the second form of image forming device.
In other words, a light source 251 and a scanning unit
253 that scans parallel light output from the light source
251 are provided. More specifically, the image forming
device 211 includes

(I) the light source 251,
(II) a collimating optical system 252 that converts
light output from the light source 251 into parallel
light,
(III) the scanning unit 253 that scans the parallel light
output from the collimating optical system 252, and
(IV) the relay optical system 254 that relays and out-
puts the parallel light scanned by the scanning unit
253.

[0078] The whole image forming device 211 is received

in a housing 213 (indicated by an alternate long and short
dash line in FIG. 6), an opening portion (not illustrated)
is formed in the housing 213, and light is output from the
relay optical system 254 through the opening portion.
Each housing 213 is removably mounted on the temple
portion 13 through the mounting member 19.
[0079] The light source 251 is configured with a light
emitting element that emits white light. Alternatively, the
light source 251 is formed of a GaN semiconductor laser
element. Light output from the light source 251 has pos-
itive optical power as a whole and is incident on the col-
limating optical system 252 and output as parallel light.
Then, the parallel light is reflected by the total reflecting
mirror 256, scanned horizontally and vertically by the
scanning unit 253 including an MEMS that has a micro
mirror rotatable in a 2D direction to scan incident parallel
light two dimensionally, and converted into a type of 2D
image, and virtual pixels (for example, the number of pix-
els may be the same as in Embodiment 1) are generated.
Then, light from the virtual pixels passes through the relay
optical system (the parallel light outputting optical sys-
tem) 254 configured with a known relay optical system,
and parallel light beams are incident on the optical device
120.
[0080] The optical device 120, which the parallel light
beams formed by the relay optical system 254 are inci-
dent on, guided to, and output to, has substantially the
same configuration and structure as the optical device
described in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2, and thus
a detailed description thereof is omitted. The display de-
vice of Embodiment 3 has substantially the same config-
uration and structure as the display device of Embodi-
ment 1 or Embodiment 2 except for the difference in the
image forming device 211, and thus a detailed descrip-
tion thereof is omitted.

[Embodiment 4]

[0081] Embodiment 4 is a modification of Embodiment
1 or Embodiment 2. A conceptual diagram of an image
display device of a display device (head mounted display)
of Embodiment 4 is illustrated in FIG. 7. A schematic
cross-sectional view in which a part of the reflective vol-
ume hologram diffraction gratings is enlarged is illustrat-
ed in FIG. 8. In Embodiment 4, the image forming device
111 is configured with the first form of image forming
device, similarly to Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2.
The optical device 320 is the same basic configuration
and structure as the optical device 120 of Embodiment
1 or Embodiment 2 except for the difference in the con-
figuration and structure of the first polarizing unit and the
second polarizing unit.
[0082] In Embodiment 4, the first polarizing unit and
the second polarizing unit are disposed on a surface of
a light guide plate 321 (specifically, a second surface 323
of the light guide plate 321). The first polarizing unit dif-
fracts light incident on the light guide plate 321, and the
second polarizing unit diffracts light propagating through
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the inside of the light guide plate 321 according to total
reflection a plurality of times. Here, the first polarizing
unit and the second polarizing unit are formed by diffrac-
tion grating elements, specifically, reflective diffraction
grating elements, and more specifically, reflective vol-
ume hologram diffraction gratings. In the following de-
scription, the first polarizing unit formed by the reflective
volume hologram diffraction grating is referred to as a
"first diffraction grating member 330" for convenience,
and the second polarizing unit formed by the reflective
volume hologram diffraction grating is referred to as a
"second diffraction grating member 340" for conven-
ience.
[0083] In Embodiment 4 or Embodiment 5 to be de-
scribed later, the first diffraction grating member 330 and
the second diffraction grating member 340 can be formed
by laminating one diffraction grating layer. In each dif-
fraction grating layer formed by a photopolymer material,
interference fringes corresponding to one type of wave-
length band (or wavelength) are formed, and manufac-
tured using a method of the related art. The pitch of the
interference fringes formed in the diffraction grating layer
(diffractive optical element) is constant, and the interfer-
ence fringes have a linear shape and is in parallel to the
Z axis. The axial lines of the first diffraction grating mem-
ber 330 and the second diffraction grating member 340
are parallel to the X axis, and the normal lines thereof
are parallel to the Y axis.
[0084] A schematic partial cross-sectional view in
which the reflective volume hologram diffraction grating
is enlarged is illustrated in FIG. 8. In the reflective volume
hologram diffraction grating, interference fringes having
a slant angle φ are formed. Here, the slant angle φ rep-
resents an angle formed by the surface of the reflective
volume hologram diffraction grating and the interference
fringes. The interference fringes are formed from the in-
side of the reflective volume hologram diffraction grating
to the surface thereof. The interference fringes satisfy a
Bragg condition. Here, the Bragg condition is a condition
that satisfies the following Expression (A). In Expression
(A), m represents a positive integer, λ represents a wave-
length, d represents the pitch of the grating surface (a
gap of virtual planes including the interference fringes in
the direction of the normal line), and Θ represents a com-
plementary angle of an angle at which light is incident on
the interference fringes. In addition, when light pene-
trates into the diffraction grating member at an incidence
angle ψ, the relationship among the complementary an-
gle Θ, the slant angle φ, and the incidence angle ψ is
shown in Expression (B). 

[0085] As described above, the first diffraction grating
member 330 is arranged on (adhered to) the second sur-
face 323 of the light guide plate 321 and diffracts and
reflects parallel light incident on the light guide plate 321
so that the parallel light incident from the first surface 322
to the light guide plate 321 is totally reflected inside the
light guide plate 321. Further, as described above, the
second diffraction grating member 340 is arranged on
(adhered to) the second surface 323 of the light guide
plate 321 and diffracts and reflects the parallel light prop-
agating through the inside of the light guide plate 321
according to total reflection a plurality of times, and the
parallel light is directly output from the first surface 322
of the light guide plate 321.
[0086] Then, the parallel light propagates through the
inside of the light guide plate 321 according to total re-
flection and then is output therefrom. At this time, be-
cause the light guide plate 321 is thin, and a path of light
that propagates through the inside of the light guide plate
321 is long, the number of total reflections until the par-
allel light reaches the second diffraction grating member
340 differs according to a view angle. In further detail,
the number of reflections of parallel light incident at an
angle in a direction close to the second diffraction grating
member 340 among parallel light beams incident on the
light guide plate 321 is less than that of parallel light in-
cident on the light guide plate 321 at an angle in a direc-
tion away from the second diffraction grating member
340. This is because parallel light incident on the light
guide plate 321 at an angle close to the second diffraction
grating member 340 among parallel light beams diffract-
ed and reflected in the first diffraction grating member
330 has a smaller angle formed with the normal line of
the light guide plate 321 when light propagating through
the inside of the light guide plate 321 collides with the
inner surface of the light guide plate 321 than parallel
light incident on the light guide plate 321 at an angle in
a direction reverse thereto. In addition, the shape of the
interference fringes formed inside the second diffraction
grating member 340 and the shape of the interference
fringes formed inside the first diffraction grating member
330 are symmetrical with respect to the virtual plane ver-
tical to the axis of the light guide plate 321.
[0087] A light guide plate 321 in accordance with Em-
bodiment 5 to be described later also basically has the
same configuration and structure as the light guide plate
321 described above.
[0088] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 4 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display device and
the display device of Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2
except for the difference in the optical device 320, and
thus a detailed description thereof is omitted.

[Embodiment 5]

[0089] Embodiment 5 is a modification of Embodiment
4. FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram of an image display
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device in a display device (head mounted display) of Em-
bodiment 5. In the image display device 400 of Embod-
iment 5, the light source 251, the collimating optical sys-
tem 252, the scanning unit 253, the parallel light output-
ting optical system (the relay optical system 254), and
the like have substantially the same configuration and
structure (the second form of image forming device) as
in Embodiment 3. Further, the optical device 320 of Em-
bodiment 5 has substantially the same configuration and
structure as the optical device 320 of Embodiment 4. The
display device of Embodiment 5 has substantially the
same configuration and structure as the display device
of Embodiment 3 except for the difference described
above, and thus a detailed description thereof is omitted.

[Embodiment 6]

[0090] Embodiment 6 is a modification of Embodiment
1 and Embodiments 3 to 5, and relates to the second and
third forms of image display devices. A conceptual dia-
gram of an image display device (an image display device
according to a modified example of Embodiment 1) in a
display device of Embodiment 6 is illustrated in FIG. 10,
a conceptual diagram of another image display device
(an image display device according to a modified exam-
ple of Embodiment 4) in a display device of Embodiment
6 is illustrated in FIG. 11, and similarly to those of Em-
bodiment 1 and Embodiments 3 to 5, the optical devices
120 and 320 of Embodiment 6 include

(a) the light guide plates 121 and 321 that cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plates according to total reflection and then output
the incident light,
(b) the first polarizing units 130 and 330 that polarize
the light incident on the light guide plates 121 and
321 so that the light incident on the light guide plates
121 and 321 is totally reflected inside the light guide
plates 121 and 321, and
(c) the second polarizing units 140 and 340 that po-
larize light propagating inside the light guide plates
121 and 321 according to total reflection so that part
of light propagating inside the light guide plates 121
and 321 according to total reflection is output from
the light guide plates 121 and 321.

[0091] The light receiving devices 127 and 327 are ar-
ranged at the end portions of the light guide plates 121
and 321 at the second polarizing units 140 and 340 side.
Here, all light incident on the second polarizing units 140
and 340 is not necessarily output toward the observer,
and part of light incident on the second polarizing units
140 and 340 finally passes through the second polarizing
units 140 and 340 and reaches the light receiving devices
127 and 327.
[0092] Alternatively, in the image display devices 100,
200, 300, and 400 of Embodiment 6, the optical devices
120 and 320 include a light semi-reflecting member that

reflects part of light output from the image forming devic-
es 111 and 211 and transmits the remaining part, and
the light receiving devices 127 and 327 detect the light
passing through the light semi-reflecting member. Here,
specifically, the light semi-reflecting member is formed
of the second polarizing units 140 and 340.
[0093] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 6 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display device and
the display device of Embodiment 1 and Embodiments
3 to 5 except that arrangement positions of the light re-
ceiving devices 127 and 327 are different as described
above, and thus a detailed description thereof is omitted.

[Embodiment 7]

[0094] Embodiment 7 is a modification of Embodiment
6, and relates to fifth and sixth forms of image display
devices. In Embodiment 7, the image forming devices
111 and 211 include the light sources 153 and 251 formed
of a GaN semiconductor laser element. Further, similarly
to Embodiment 2, the wavelength of light output from the
light sources 153 and 251 is controlled based on the de-
tection results of the light receiving devices 127 and 327.
[0095] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 7 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display device and
the display device of Embodiment 6 except for the above-
described points, and thus a detailed description thereof
is omitted.

[Embodiment 8]

[0096] Embodiment 8 is also a modification of Embod-
iment 1 and Embodiments 3 to 5, and relates to the third
form of image display device. A conceptual diagram of
an image display device (an image display device ac-
cording to a modified example of Embodiment 1) in a
display device of Embodiment 8 is illustrated in FIG. 12,
a conceptual diagram of another image display device
(a image display device according to a modified example
of Embodiment 4) in a display device of Embodiment 8
is illustrated in FIG. 13, and as illustrated in FIGS. 12 and
13, the optical devices 120 and 320 of Embodiment 8
include a light semi-reflecting member that reflects part
of light output from the image forming devices 111 and
211 and transmits the remaining part, and the light re-
ceiving devices 128 and 328 detect the light passing
through the light semi-reflecting member. Here, in Em-
bodiment 8, the light semi-reflecting member is config-
ured with the first polarizing unit 131, and the first polar-
izing unit 131 is configured with a semi-transmissive mir-
ror that reflects part of light incident on the light guide
plate 121. Alternatively, the light semi-reflecting member
is configured with the first polarizing unit 330 formed of
a reflective volume hologram diffraction grating function-
ing as a semi-transmissive mirror, similarly to Embodi-
ment 4. The light receiving device 328 is mounted on a
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base 329 configured with a transparent member mounted
on the light guide plate 321. The second polarizing units
140 and 340 transmit and reflect light propagating inside
the light guide plates 121 and 321 according to total re-
flection a plurality of times, similarly to Embodiment 1
and Embodiments 3 to 5.
[0097] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 8 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display devices and
the display devices of Embodiment 1 and Embodiments
3 to 5 except that arrangement positions of the light re-
ceiving devices 128 and 328 are different and the first
polarizing unit 131 is different as described above, and
thus a detailed description thereof is omitted.

[Embodiment 9]

[0098] Embodiment 9 is a modification of Embodiment
8, and relates to the sixth form of image display device.
In Embodiment 9, the image forming devices 111 and
211 include the light sources 153 and 251 formed of a
GaN semiconductor laser element. Further, the wave-
length of light output from the light sources 153 and 251
is controlled based on the detection results of the light
receiving devices 128 and 328, similarly to Embodiment
2.
[0099] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 9 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display device and
the display device of Embodiment 8 except for the above-
described points, and thus a detailed description thereof
is omitted.

[Embodiment 10]

[0100] Embodiment 10 is a modification of the image
display devices and the optical devices of the display
device of Embodiments 1 to 9. FIG. 14 is a schematic
diagram illustrating a part of the optical device 820 of the
display device of Embodiment 10. The image display de-
vice 800 of Embodiment 10 is the third and sixth forms
of image display devices.
[0101] In Embodiment 10, the light semi-reflecting
member constituting the optical device 820 is configured
with a concave mirror 824 that reflects light from the im-
age forming devices 111 and 211. The optical device 820
further includes the semi-transmissive mirror 822 that
outputs light reflected by the concave mirror 824 toward
the observer and a quarter wavelength plate 823 that is
arranged between the semi-transmissive mirror 822 and
the concave mirror 824. The two semi-transmissive mir-
rors 822 are disposed inside the light guide plate 821.
Here, the number of semi-transmissive mirrors 822 is not
limited to "2," and, for example, may be "1." The light
from the image forming devices 111 and 211 is incident
from one end of the light guide plate 821. The quarter
wavelength plate 823 and the concave mirror 824 are
arranged on the other end of the light guide plate 821.

The concave mirror 824 is configured to transmit part of
light incident on the concave mirror 824, and the light
receiving device 825 is arranged to receive the light pass-
ing through the concave mirror 824.
[0102] The image display device and the display de-
vice of Embodiment 10 have substantially the same con-
figuration and structure as the image display device and
the display device of Embodiments 1 to 9 except for the
above-described points, and thus a detailed description
thereof is omitted. Here, the concave mirror 824, the
semi-transmissive mirror 822, and the quarter wave-
length plate 823 may be supported by an appropriate
support member, and the light guide plate 821 may be
omitted. Further, a configuration in which the light from
the image forming devices 111 and 211 arrives at the
concave mirror 824 through the first polarizing units 130
and 330 may be provided, and a configuration in which
the light from the image forming devices 111 and 211
arrives at the concave mirror 824 directly may be provid-
ed.

[Embodiment 11]

[0103] Embodiment 11 is also a modification of the im-
age display device and the optical device of the display
device of Embodiments 1 to 9. FIG. 15 is a schematic
front view of a display device of Embodiment 11, and
FIG. 16 is a schematic top view of the display device of
Embodiment 11.
[0104] In Embodiment 11, the optical device 520 con-
stituting the image display device 500 is configured with
a semi-transmissive mirror on which light output from the
image forming devices 111A and 111B is incident and
from which the incident light is output toward a pupil 21
of the observer. The second polarizing units 140 and 340
are arranged in the optical device 520. Here, in Embod-
iment 11, a structure in which the light output from the
image forming devices 111A and 111B propagates inside
the transparent member 521 such as a glass plate or a
plastic plate and is incident on the optical device 520 (the
semi-transmissive mirror) is provided, but a structure in
which the light output from the image forming devices
111A and 111B propagates through the air and is incident
on the optical device 520 may be provided. Further, the
image forming device 211 described in Embodiment 3
may be used as the image forming device. Further, a
configuration in which the light from the image forming
devices 111 and 211 arrives at the optical device 520
through the first polarizing units 130 and 330 may be
provided, and a configuration in which the light from the
image forming devices 111 and 211 arrives at the optical
device 520 directly may be provided.
[0105] Each of the image forming devices 111A and
111B is mounted on a front portion 11, for example, using
a screw. In addition, the member 521 is mounted on each
of the image forming devices 111A and 111B, and the
optical device 520 (semi-transmissive mirror) is mounted
on the member 521. Because the display device of Em-
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bodiment 11 has substantially the same configuration
and structure as the display devices of Embodiments 1
to 9 except for the differences described above, detailed
description thereof is omitted.
[0106] The preferred embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been described above, but the present dis-
closure is not limited to the above embodiments. The
configurations and structures of the display devices
(head mounted displays) and the image display devices
described in the above embodiments are exemplary and
can be appropriately changed. For example, a surface
relief hologram (see US 20040062505A1) may be ar-
ranged on the light guide plate. In the optical device 320,
the diffraction grating element may be configured with a
transmissive diffraction grating element, and alternative-
ly, a form in which one of the first polarizing unit and the
second polarizing unit is configured with a reflective dif-
fraction grating element, and the other is configured with
a transmissive diffraction grating element may be provid-
ed. Alternatively, the diffraction grating element may be
configured with a reflective blazed diffraction grating el-
ement. The detection of the light output from the image
forming device by the light receiving device may be per-
formed in conjunction with the measurement of the tem-
perature of the light source constituting the image forming
device.
[0107] Information or data related to an image to be
displayed in the image forming device may be stored in
the display device, or information and data may be re-
corded in a so-called cloud computer. In the latter case,
the display device may be equipped with a communica-
tion device such as a mobile telephone or a smartphone,
or, combined with the communication device so that var-
ious kinds of information or data can be transferred or
exchanged between the cloud computer and the display
device.
[0108] The embodiments have been described in con-
nection with the example in which the image forming de-
vices 111 and 211 display a single-color (for example,
green) image, but the image forming devices 111 and
211 can display a color image, and in this case, the light
source may be configured with, for example, respective
light sources that output red, green, and blue. Specifical-
ly, for example, it is preferable to obtain white light by
mixing red, green, and blue light output from a red light
emitting element, a green light emitting element, and a
blue light emitting element using the light pipe and per-
forming luminance equalization. Here, when the light
sources are configured with a red light emitting semicon-
ductor laser element, a green light emitting semiconduc-
tor laser element, and a blue light emitting semiconductor
laser element, for a red image formed by the red light
emitting semiconductor laser element, a position of an
image output from the image forming device may be con-
trolled based on the detection result of the light receiving
device, and for green and blue images formed by the
green light emitting semiconductor laser element and the
blue light emitting semiconductor laser element, a posi-

tion of an image output from the image forming device
may be controlled based on the detection result of the
light receiving device, or the wavelength of light output
from the light sources may be controlled based on the
detection result of the light receiving device.
[0109] As a modified example of the image forming
device, for example, an image forming device of an active
matrix type that includes a light emitting panel in which
light emitting elements 601, each of which is configured
with a semiconductor laser element, are arranged in a
2D matrix as in a conceptual diagram illustrated in FIG.
17, and displays an image by controlling light emit-
ting/non-light-emitting states of the light emitting ele-
ments 601 and visualizing the light emitting states of the
light emitting element 601 directly may be provided. Light
output from the image forming device is incident on the
light guide plates 121 and 321 through the collimating
optical system 112. In the following description, the light
emitting element is configured with, for example, a sem-
iconductor laser element.
[0110] Alternatively, as illustrated in a conceptual dia-
gram of FIG. 18, a color-display image forming device
can include:

(α) a red light emitting panel 611R in which red light
emitting elements 601R for emitting red light are ar-
ranged in a 2D matrix;
(β) a green light emitting panel 611 G in which green
light emitting elements 601 G for emitting green light
are arranged in a 2D matrix;
(γ) a blue light emitting panel 611B in which blue light
emitting elements 601B for emitting blue light are
arranged in a 2D matrix; and
(δ) a unit (e.g., a dichroic prism 603) for integrating
light output from the red, green, and blue light emit-
ting panels 611R, 611G, and 611B into one optical
path. Light emitting/non-light-emitting states of the
red, green, and blue light emitting elements 601R,
601G, and 601B are controlled independently. Light
output from this image forming device is also incident
on the light guide plate 121 or 321 via the collimating
optical system 112. Reference numeral 612 denotes
microlenses for condensing light output from the light
emitting elements.

[0111] Alternatively, a conceptual view of an image
forming device including light emitting panels 611 R,
611G, and 611B in which light emitting elements 601 R,
601G, and 601B are arranged in a 2D matrix is illustrated
in FIG. 19. Light output from the light emitting panels 611
R, 611 G, and 611B is incident on a dichroic prism 603
after passage/non-passage thereof is controlled by light
passage control devices 604R, 604G, and 604B. The
optical paths of the light beams are integrated into one
optical path, and the light beams are incident on the light
guide plate 121 or 321 via the collimating optical system
112.
[0112] Alternatively, a conceptual view of an image
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forming device including light emitting panels 611 R, 611
G, and 611B and the like in which light emitting elements
601 R, 601 G, and 601B are arranged in a 2D matrix is
illustrated in FIG. 20. Light output from the light emitting
panels 611R, 611G, and 611B is incident on a dichroic
prism 603 and optical paths thereof are integrated into
one optical path. Passage/non-passage of the light out-
put from the dichroic prism 603 is controlled by a light
passage control device 604, and the light is incident on
the light guide plate 121 or 321 via the collimating optical
system 112.
[0113] Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 21, an image
forming device can include a light emitting element 601R
for emitting red light, a light passage control device (e.g.,
an LCD device 604R), which is a type of light valve for
controlling passage/non-passage of the red light output
from the light emitting element 601R, a light emitting el-
ement 601G for emitting green light, a light passage con-
trol device (e.g., an LCD device 604G), which is a type
of light valve for controlling passage/non-passage of the
green light output from the light emitting element 601 G,
a light emitting element 601B for emitting blue light, a
light passage control device (e.g., an LCD device 604B),
which is a type of light valve for controlling passage/non-
passage of the blue light output from the light emitting
element 601B, light guide members 602 for guiding the
light output from the light emitting elements 601R, 601G,
and 601B, and a unit (e.g., a dichroic prism 603) for in-
tegrating the optical paths of the light into one optical
path. The light output from the dichroic prism 603 is in-
cident on the light guide plate 121 or 321 via the colli-
mating optical system 112.
[0114] Additionally, the present disclosure may also be
configured as below.

[A01] <<Image display device>>

[0115] An image display device including:

(A) an image forming device;
(B) an optical device configured to receive incident
light output from the image forming device and output
the incident light; and
(C) a light receiving device configured to detect the
light output from the image forming device.

[A02] «Image display device according to first embodi-
ment»

[0116] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the incident
light to propagate inside the light guide plate accord-
ing to total reflection and then output the incident
light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize the
light incident on the light guide plate so that the light

incident on the light guide plate is totally reflected
inside the light guide plate, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light propagating inside the light guide plate ac-
cording to total reflection to output part of light prop-
agating inside the light guide plate according to total
reflection from the light guide plate,
the second polarizing unit including
a first portion that polarizes the light propagating in-
side the light guide plate according to total reflection
toward an observer, and
a second portion that polarizes the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total reflec-
tion toward the light receiving device.

[A03] «Image display device according to second em-
bodiment»

[0117] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the incident
light to propagate inside the light guide plate accord-
ing to total reflection and then output the incident
light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize the
light incident on the light guide plate so that the light
incident on the light guide plate is totally reflected
inside the light guide plate, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light propagating inside the light guide plate ac-
cording to total reflection to output part of light prop-
agating inside the light guide plate according to total
reflection from the light guide plate, and
wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an
end portion of the light guide plate at a side of the
second polarizing unit.

[A04]

[0118] The image display device according to [A02] or
[A03],
wherein the second polarizing unit is configured with a
reflective volume hologram diffraction grating.

[A05]

[0119] The image display device according to any one
of [A02] to [A04], wherein the first polarizing unit is con-
figured with a reflecting mirror, a semi-transmissive mir-
ror, or a reflective volume hologram diffraction grating.

[A06] «Image display device according to third embodi-
ment»

[0120] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the optical device includes a light semi-reflecting
member that reflects part of light output from the image
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forming device and transmits a remaining part, and
wherein the light receiving device detects the light pass-
ing through the light semi-reflecting member.

[A07]

[0121] The image display device according to [A06]
wherein the light semi-reflecting member is configured
with a semi-transmissive mirror, a reflective volume holo-
gram diffraction grating, or a semi-transmissive concave
mirror.

[A8]

[0122] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the light receiving device is optically connected
to the optical device.

[A09]

[0123] The image display device according to any one
of [A01] to [A08],
wherein an operation of the image forming device is con-
trolled based on a detection result of the light receiving
device.

[A10]

[0124] The image display device according to [A09],
wherein a position of an image to be output from the
image forming device is controlled based on the detection
result of the light receiving device.

[A11]

[0125] The image display device according to [A09]
wherein a signal for compensating for distortion occurring
in an image output from the optical device is transmitted
to the image forming device based on the detection result
of the light receiving device.

[A12] «Image display device according to fourth embod-
iment»

[0126] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the image forming device includes a light source
configured with a GaN semiconductor laser element,
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the incident
light to propagate inside the light guide plate accord-
ing to total reflection and then output the incident
light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize the
light incident on the light guide plate so that the light
incident on the light guide plate is totally reflected
inside the light guide plate, the first polarizing unit
being configured with a reflecting mirror or a semi-

transmissive mirror, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light propagating inside the light guide plate ac-
cording to total reflection to output part of light prop-
agating inside the light guide plate according to total
reflection from the light guide plate, the second po-
larizing unit being configured with a reflective volume
hologram diffraction grating,
the second polarizing unit including
a first portion that polarizes the light propagating in-
side the light guide plate according to total reflection
toward an observer, and
a second portion that polarizes the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total reflec-
tion toward the light receiving device, and
wherein a wavelength of light output from the light
source is controlled based on a detection result of
the light receiving device.

[A13] «Image Display Device according to fifth embodi-
ment»

[0127] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the image forming device includes a light source
configured with a GaN semiconductor laser element,
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the incident
light to propagate inside the light guide plate accord-
ing to total reflection and then output the incident
light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize the
light incident on the light guide plate so that the light
incident on the light guide plate is totally reflected
inside the light guide plate, the first polarizing unit
being configured with a reflecting mirror or a semi-
transmissive mirror, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light propagating inside the light guide plate ac-
cording to total reflection to output part of light prop-
agating inside the light guide plate according to total
reflection from the light guide plate, the second po-
larizing unit being configured with a reflective volume
hologram diffraction grating,

wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an end
portion of the light guide plate at a side of the second
polarizing unit, and
wherein a wavelength of light output from the light source
is controlled based on a detection result of the light re-
ceiving device.

[A14] «Image display device according to sixth embodi-
ment»

[0128] The image display device according to [A01],
wherein the image forming device includes a light source
configured with a GaN semiconductor laser element,
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wherein the optical device includes a light semi-reflecting
member that reflects part of light output from the image
forming device and transmits a remaining part, and
wherein the light receiving device detects the light pass-
ing through the light semi-reflecting member, and con-
trols a wavelength of light output from the light source
based on a detection result.

[A15]

[0129] The image display device according to [A14]
wherein the light semi-reflecting member is configured
with a semi-transmissive mirror, a reflective volume holo-
gram diffraction grating, or a semi-transmissive concave
mirror.

[A16]

[0130] The image display device according to any one
of [A01] to [A15],
wherein the light receiving device is configured in a man-
ner that light receiving elements are arranged one-di-
mensionally or in a manner that light receiving elements
are arranged in a two dimensional (2D) matrix.

[B01] <<Display device>>

[0131] A display device including:

(I) a frame to be mounted on a head of an observer;
and
(II) an image display device mounted on the frame,
the image display device including

(A) an image forming device,
(B) an optical device configured to receive inci-
dent light output from the image forming device
and outputs the incident light, and
(C) a light receiving device configured to detect
the light output from the image forming device.

[B02] «Display device»

[0132] A display device, including

(I) a frame mounted on a head of an observer, and
(II) an image display device mounted on the frame,

wherein the image display device is configured with the
image display device according to one of [A01] to [A16].

[C01]

[0133] An image display device including:

(A) an image forming device configured to include a
liquid crystal display device and a light source;
(B) a light guide plate configured to propagate light

output from the image forming device; and
(C) a light receiving device configured to detect part
of light output from the image forming device,

wherein a wavelength of light output from the light source
is controlled based on a detection result of the light re-
ceiving device.

[C02]

[0134] The image display device according to [C01],
wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an end
portion of the light guide plate.

[C03]

[0135] The image display device according to any one
of [A01] to [A16], further including:

a light semi-reflecting member that reflects part of
light output from the image forming device and trans-
mits a remaining part,
wherein the light receiving device detects the light
passing through the light semi-reflecting member.

[0136] It should be understood by those skilled in the
art that various modifications, combinations, subcombi-
nations and alterations may occur depending on design
requirements and other factors insofar as they are within
the scope of the appended claims.
[0137] In so far as the embodiments of the invention
described herein are implemented, at least in part, using
software-controlled data processing apparatus, it will be
appreciated that a computer program providing such soft-
ware control and a transmission, storage or other medi-
um by which such a computer program is provided are
envisaged as aspects of the present invention.
[0138] The following numbered clause describes mat-
ter that may be combined as indicated with the claims:

Clause 1: The image display device according to
claim 1, wherein the light receiving device is optically
connected to the optical device.

Claims

1. An image display device comprising:

(A) an image forming device;
(B) an optical device configured to receive inci-
dent light output from the image forming device
and output the incident light; and
(C) a light receiving device configured to detect
light output from the image forming device.

2. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the optical device includes
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(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection and then output
the incident light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light incident on the light guide plate so that
the light incident on the light guide plate is totally
reflected inside the light guide plate, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polar-
ize the light propagating inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection to output part
of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide
plate,
the second polarizing unit including
a first portion that polarizes the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total re-
flection toward an observer, and
a second portion that polarizes the light propa-
gating inside the light guide plate according to
total reflection toward the light receiving device.

3. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection and then output
the incident light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light incident on the light guide plate so that
the light incident on the light guide plate is totally
reflected inside the light guide plate, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polar-
ize the light propagating inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection to output part
of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide
plate, and

wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an
end portion of the light guide plate at a side of the
second polarizing unit.

4. The image display device according to claim 2,
wherein the second polarizing unit is configured with
a reflective volume hologram diffraction grating.

5. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the optical device includes a light semi-re-
flecting member that reflects part of light output from
the image forming device and transmits a remaining
part, and
wherein the light receiving device detects the light
passing through the light semi-reflecting member.

6. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein an operation of the image forming device is

controlled based on a detection result of the light
receiving device.

7. The image display device according to claim 6,
wherein a position of an image to be output from the
image forming device is controlled based on the de-
tection result of the light receiving device.

8. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the image forming device includes a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser
element,
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection and then output
the incident light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light incident on the light guide plate so that
the light incident on the light guide plate is totally
reflected inside the light guide plate, the first po-
larizing unit being configured with a reflecting
mirror or a semi-transmissive mirror, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polar-
ize the light propagating inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection to output part
of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide
plate, the second polarizing unit being config-
ured with a reflective volume hologram diffrac-
tion grating,
the second polarizing unit including
a first portion that polarizes the light propagating
inside the light guide plate according to total re-
flection toward an observer, and
a second portion that polarizes the light propa-
gating inside the light guide plate according to
total reflection toward the light receiving device,
and

wherein a wavelength of light output from the light
source is controlled based on a detection result of
the light receiving device.

9. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the image forming device includes a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser
element,
wherein the optical device includes

(a) a light guide plate configured to cause the
incident light to propagate inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection and then output
the incident light,
(b) a first polarizing unit configured to polarize
the light incident on the light guide plate so that
the light incident on the light guide plate is totally
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reflected inside the light guide plate, the first po-
larizing unit being configured with a reflecting
mirror or a semi-transmissive mirror, and
(c) a second polarizing unit configured to polar-
ize the light propagating inside the light guide
plate according to total reflection to output part
of light propagating inside the light guide plate
according to total reflection from the light guide
plate, the second polarizing unit being config-
ured with a reflective volume hologram diffrac-
tion grating,

wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an
end portion of the light guide plate at a side of the
second polarizing unit, and
wherein a wavelength of light output from the light
source is controlled based on a detection result of
the light receiving device.

10. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the image forming device includes a light
source configured with a GaN semiconductor laser
element,
wherein the optical device includes a light semi-re-
flecting member that reflects part of light output from
the image forming device and transmits a remaining
part, and
wherein the light receiving device detects the light
passing through the light semi-reflecting member,
and controls a wavelength of light output from the
light source based on a detection result.

11. The image display device according to claim 1,
wherein the light receiving device is configured in a
manner that light receiving elements are arranged
one-dimensionally or in a manner that light receiving
elements are arranged in a two dimensional (2D)
matrix.

12. A display device comprising:

(I) a frame to be mounted on a head of an ob-
server; and
(II) an image display device according to claim
1 mounted on the frame.

13. An image display device according to claim 1, in
which:

(A) the image forming device is configured to
include a liquid crystal display device and a light
source;
(B) the optical device comprises a light guide
plate configured to propagate light output from
the image forming device; and
(C) the light receiving device is configured to de-
tect part of light output from the image forming
device,

wherein a wavelength of light output from the
light source is controlled based on a detection
result of the light receiving device.

14. The image display device according to claim 13,
wherein the light receiving device is arranged on an
end portion of the light guide plate.

15. The image display device according to claim 13, fur-
ther comprising:

a light semi-reflecting member that reflects part
of light output from the image forming device
and transmits a remaining part,
wherein the light receiving device detects the
light passing through the light semi-reflecting
member.
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