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(54) Sheet processing method and sheet processing system

(57) According to one embodiment, a sheet process-
ing method in a sheet processing apparatus (100), the
method includes, reading images of the sheets being
conveyed, discriminating whether the sheets are exclu-
sion pieces or not based on the images of the sheets,
recognizing the identification information based on an
image read from the batch card, storing an image read
from deposit card while correlating this image with the
identification information, sorting the sheets into collec-
tion storages based on discrimination results, and storing
discrimination results while correlating these discrimina-
tion results with the identification information.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] Embodiments described herein relate generally
to a sheet processing method and sheet processing sys-
tem.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Conventionally, a sheet processing apparatus
for, e.g., counting and discriminating sheets is in practical
use. The sheet processing apparatus takes in sheets one
by one from a loading module with the sheets loaded
therein and transfers each sheet to a sheet inspection
apparatus. The inspection apparatus performs various
processes to the sheet to discriminate the sheet in terms
of its category, fitness level, authentication, and so forth.
[0003] Further, in light of more efficient processing of
counting results, the sheet processing apparatus proc-
esses batch cards each having an identification number
printed thereon. The sheet processing apparatus can
correlate counting results with the identification numbers
of batch cards.
[0004] In order to correlate counting results with batch
cards, it is necessary in advance to manually input the
identification information of the batch cards, and the de-
posit information that shows, e.g., customers, account
numbers, and amounts of money. Accordingly, there is
a problem such that this inputting is troublesome.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005]

FIG. 1 is an exemplary view for explaining a sheet
processing system according to an embodiment.
FIG. 2 is an exemplary view for explaining a sheet
processing apparatus according to the embodiment.
FIG. 3 is an exemplary view for explaining the sheet
processing apparatus according to the embodiment.
FIG. 4 is an exemplary view for explaining the sheet
processing apparatus according to the embodiment.
FIG. 5 is an exemplary view for explaining the sheet
processing apparatus according to the embodiment.
FIG. 6 is an exemplary view for explaining a batch
card according to the embodiment.
FIG. 7 is an exemplary view for explaining a deposit
card according to the embodiment.
FIG. 8 is an exemplary view for explaining the sheet
processing apparatus according to the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0006] In general, according to one embodiment, a
sheet processing method in a sheet processing appara-
tus, the method includes, taking in sheets one by one
from a bundle of sheets, which includes a batch card

having identification information, a deposit card printed
with deposit information, and inspection object mediums,
stacked each other, conveying the sheets thus taken in,
reading images of the sheets being conveyed, discrimi-
nating whether the sheets are exclusion pieces or not
based on the images of the sheets, recognizing the iden-
tification information based on an image read from the
batch card, storing an image read from the deposit card
while correlating this image with the identification infor-
mation, sorting the sheets into collection storages based
on discrimination results, and storing discrimination re-
sults while correlating these discrimination results with
the identification information.
[0007] A sheet processing method and sheet process-
ing system according to an embodiment will now be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
[0008] FIG. 1 shows an exemplary structure of a sheet
processing system 1 according to an embodiment.
[0009] The sheet processing system 1 includes one or
more sheet processing apparatuses 100 (at least one
apparatus), a re-inspection apparatus 200, and a server
300. The sheet processing apparatuses 100, the re-in-
spection apparatus 200, and the server 300 are connect-
ed to each other via a network so that they can transmit
and receive data between them.
[0010] Each of the sheet processing apparatuses 100
takes in a plurality of loaded sheets (inspection object
mediums) one by one at a high speed, and inspects each
of the sheets thus taken in about its category, fitness,
and authentication. In addition, the sheet processing ap-
paratus 100 counts the number of sheets. Then, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 bands a bundle of reusable
sheets thus inspected and discharges them.
[0011] Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100
judges whether each of the sheets requires re-inspection
or not. The sheet processing apparatus 100 discharges
sheets judged to require re-inspection, as exclusion piec-
es.
[0012] The sheet processing apparatus 100 processes
a batch card and a deposit card put on the bundle of
sheets. The batch card has its own specific identification
information (ID) printed thereon in the form of a bar code,
two-dimensional code, or other means. The sheet
processing apparatus 100 can read the image of the
batch card to recognize the identification information of
the batch card. The batch card and the deposit card will
be explained later.
[0013] The sheet processing apparatus 100 correlates
the counting result of the sheets with the identification
information of the batch card and thereby obtains an in-
spection result. The sheet processing apparatus 100
transmits the inspection result to the server 300.
[0014] Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100
discharges the batch card and the deposit card as exclu-
sion pieces. Thus, the sheet processing apparatus 100
discharges, as exclusion pieces, sheets judged to require
re-inspection along with the batch card and the deposit
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card in the form of a bundle of them.
[0015] The server 300 attaches an index to the inspec-
tion result transmitted from the sheet processing appa-
ratus 100 and stores it in the storage medium of the server
300.
[0016] The exclusion pieces discharged from the sheet
processing apparatus 100 are loaded into the re-inspec-
tion apparatus 200 by an operator who operates the sheet
processing apparatus 100 and the re-inspection appara-
tus 200. The re-inspection apparatus 200 re-inspects the
exclusion pieces thus loaded.
[0017] The re-inspection apparatus 200 correlates the
counting result of the sheets with the identification infor-
mation of the batch card and thereby obtains a re-inspec-
tion result. The re-inspection apparatus 200 transmits
the re-inspection result thus correlated to the server 300.
[0018] The server 300 combines re-inspection results
transmitted from the re-inspection apparatus 200 respec-
tively with inspection results transmitted from the sheet
processing apparatus 100, and stores the combined in-
spection results in the storage medium of the server 300.
For example, the server 300 adds a re-inspection result
to an inspection result where the identification informa-
tion included in the re-inspection result agrees with the
identification information of the inspection result.
[0019] FIG. 2 shows an external view of the sheet
processing apparatus 100 according to the embodiment.
[0020] As shown in FIG. 2, the sheet processing ap-
paratus 100 includes part of a loading module 112, an
operation module 136, an operation display 137, a door
138, an outlet port 139, and a keyboard 140, which are
all disposed outside the apparatus.
[0021] The loading module 112 is used to load the
sheets P therein. The loading module 112 receives the
sheets P collectively in a stacked state. As described
above, the batch card and the deposit card are put on
the bundle of sheets P.
[0022] The operation module 136 receives various op-
eration inputs made by operators. The operation display
137 displays various operation guides and process re-
sults to operators. The operation display 137 may be
formed of a touch panel. In this case, the sheet process-
ing apparatus 100 detects various operation inputs based
on buttons displayed on the operation display 137 and
operations made by operators onto the operation display
137.
[0023] The door 138 is used as a door for opening and
closing the load port of the loading module 112. The outlet
port 139 is a module to take out sheets P from a collecting
module that is used to stack sheets judged by the sheet
processing apparatus 100 to be unsuitable for re-circu-
lation. The keyboard 140 severs as an input module to
receive various operation inputs made by operators.
[0024] FIG. 3 shows an exemplary structure of the
sheet processing apparatus 100 shown in FIG. 2.
[0025] The sheet processing apparatus 100 includes
part of the loading module 112, a taking-in module or
pickup module 113, a suction roller 114, a conveyor path

115, an inspection module 116, gates 120 to 125, an
exclusion conveyor path 126, an exclusion collecting
module 127, collecting and banding modules 128 to 131,
a cutting module 133, and a stacker 134, which are all
disposed inside the apparatus. Further, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 is equipped with a main con-
troller 151. The main controller 151 integrally controls the
operations of the respective components of the sheet
processing apparatus 100.
[0026] The pickup module 113 is present above the
loading module. The pickup module 113 includes a suc-
tion roller 114. The suction roller 114 is configured to
come into contact with the upper end (in the stacking
direction) of the sheets P set inside the loading module
112. Accordingly, the suction roller 114 rotates and there-
by picks up the sheets P, set inside the loading module
112, one by one into the apparatus from the upper end
in the stacking direction. For example, the suction roller
114 functions to pick up one of the sheets P by every one
rotation. The suction roller 114 thereby takes in the
sheets P with a constant pitch. Each of the sheets P thus
taken in by the suction roller 114 is introduced into the
conveyor path 115. The suction roller 114 may include a
suction rotor that utilizes a suction force generated by,
e.g., a vacuum pump to pick up each sheet while sucking
its surface.
[0027] The conveyor path 115 is used to transfer the
sheets P to the respective modules inside the sheet
processing apparatus 100. The conveyor path 115 in-
cludes a conveyor belt, drive pulleys, and so forth, which
are not shown. The conveyor path 115 operates the con-
veyor belt by use of a drive motor, which is not shown,
and the drive pulleys. The conveyor path 115 uses the
conveyor belt to convey at a constant speed each sheet
P taken in by the suction roller 114. In this specification,
the side of the conveyor path 115 close to the pickup
module 113 is mentioned as an upstream side, and the
side thereof close to the stacker 134 is mentioned as a
downstream side.
[0028] The inspection module 116 is provided on the
conveyor path 115 extending from the pickup module
113. The inspection module 116 includes an image read-
er 117, an image reader 118, and a thickness inspection
module 119. The inspection module 116 detects the op-
tical characteristic information, mechanical characteristic
information, and magnetic characteristic information of
each sheet P. The sheet processing apparatus 100 there-
by detects the kind (category), fitness level, and authen-
tication of the sheet P.
[0029] The image readers 117 and 118 are disposed
to face each other with the conveyor path 115 interposed
between them. The image readers 117 and 118 respec-
tively read opposite sides of each sheet P conveyed
through the conveyor path 115. Each of the image read-
ers 117 and 118 includes an array of light receiving de-
vices, such as charge coupled devices (CCD) or compli-
mentary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) devices,
along with an optical system. The light receiving devices
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convert received light into an electrical signal, i.e., an
image. The optical system includes a component, such
as a lens or light guide member, which receives light and
forms an image from the received light on the light re-
ceiving devices.
[0030] The sheet processing apparatus 100 obtains
pattern images on the front side and back side of each
sheet P based on the images taken by the image readers
117 and 118. Further, the image readers 117 and 118
take an image including identification information printed
on each batch card and transmit the image (batch card
image) thus taken to the main controller 151. Further, the
image readers 117 and 118 take an image on the ticket
face of each deposit card and transmit the image (deposit
card image) thus taken to the main controller 151.
[0031] Images read by the image readers 117 and 118
are temporarily stored in a memory, which is not shown,
inside the inspection module 116. The sheet processing
apparatus 100 can cause the operation display 137 to
display each of the images stored in this memory in ac-
cordance with an operation input.
[0032] The thickness inspection module 119 inspects
the thickness of each sheet P conveyed through the con-
veyor path 115. For example, if a detected thickness is
not less than a predetermined value, the sheet process-
ing apparatus 100 detects a situation where two sheets
P have been picked up in an overlapping state.
[0033] Further, the inspection module 116 includes a
magnetic sensor or the like, which is not shown. The mag-
netic sensor detects the magnetic characteristic informa-
tion of each sheet P.
[0034] The main controller 151 performs various kinds
of discrimination based on detection results obtained by
the image readers 117 and 118, the thickness inspection
module 119, the magnetic sensor, and so forth. For ex-
ample, the main controller 151 determines the denomi-
nation or category of each sheet P.
[0035] Further, the main controller 151 determines the
authentication of each sheet P. Specifically, the main
controller 151 determines whether the sheet P is genuine
or counterfeit.
[0036] Further, the main controller 151 detects the fit-
ness of each sheet P. Specifically, the main controller
151 determines whether the sheet P is a fit sheet suitable
for re-circulation or an unfit sheet unsuitable for re-circu-
lation.
[0037] Further, the main controller 151 determines
whether each sheet P is an exclusion piece or not. Spe-
cifically, the main controller 151 determines those sheets
P as exclusion pieces, which are a sheet P that has been
determined as a counterfeit, sheets P that have been
detected by the thickness inspection module 119 as over-
lapping with each other, or a sheet P that has not been
discriminable. In this respect, for example, the main con-
troller 151 determines the batch card and the deposit
card as exclusion pieces.
[0038] Further, the main controller 151 determines
those sheets P as exclusion pieces, which are a set of a

preceding sheet P and a succeeding sheet P that have
caused a short pitch hindering them from being correctly
detected by the respective detectors because they have
been separated from each other by a short distance in-
side the conveyor path.
[0039] The sheet processing apparatus 100 transfers
each sheet P determined as a fit sheet to the collecting
and banding modules 128 to 131. Further, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 transfers each sheet P deter-
mined as an unfit sheet to the cutting module 133. The
cutting module 133 cuts the unfit sheet thus transferred.
The sheet processing apparatus 100 may transfer each
unfit sheet to the stacker 134 to collect unfit sheets. For
example, the stacker 134 seals the unfit sheets thus col-
lected, every time their number reaches, e.g., one hun-
dred.
[0040] The sheet processing apparatus 100 transfers
each sheet P determined as an exclusion piece to the
exclusion collecting module 127. The exclusion pieces
includes, for example, sheets that have been abnormally
conveyed, such as two sheets P picked up in an over-
lapping state, defective sheets including parts folded or
broken, and sheets that have not been discriminable,
such as an inapplicable category or counterfeit. Further,
the sheet processing apparatus 100 transfers sheets P
along with the batch card and the deposit card inserted
between the sheets P, as exclusion pieces, to the exclu-
sion collecting module 127.
[0041] The gates 120 to 125 are provided in this order
on the conveyor path 115 on the downstream side of the
inspection module 116. Each of the gates 120 to 125 is
controlled by the main controller 151. The main controller
151 controls the operation of each of the gates 120 to
125 based on an inspection result obtained by the in-
spection module 116. With this structure, the main con-
troller 151 performs control to transfer the sheets P, which
are conveyed through the conveyor path 115, to prede-
termined processors.
[0042] The gate 120 provided immediately after the in-
spection module 116 branches the conveyor path 115 to
the exclusion conveyor path 126. Specifically, the gate
120 can be switched to transfer, to the exclusion convey-
or path 126, an exclusion piece that has been determined
to be not genuine as a result of inspection by the inspec-
tion module 116 or a non-inspectable sheet that has been
unable to be inspected by the inspection module 116.
[0043] An exclusion collecting module (exclusion mod-
ule) 127 is provided at the end of the exclusion conveyor
path 126. The exclusion collecting module 127 collects
exclusion pieces and non-inspectable sheets as de-
scribed above without changing the states of the sheets
picked up by the pickup module 113. The sheets P col-
lected in the exclusion collecting module 127 can be tak-
en out through the outlet port 139.
[0044] Further, the collecting and banding modules
128 to 131 (which will be collectively referred to as a
collecting and banding module 132) are respectively pro-
vided at branches from the gates 121 to 124. The col-
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lecting and banding module 132 collects sheets P deter-
mined to be suitable for re-circulation, while sorting them
in accordance with the category and the front and rear
sides. The collecting and banding module 132 bands and
stores collected sheets P as each bundle of a predeter-
mined number of sheets.
[0045] The cutting module 133 is provided at a branch
from the gate 125. The cutting module 133 cuts and
stores sheets P. The sheets P transferred to the gate 125
are sheets P determined to be unsuitable for re-circula-
tion (unfit sheets), although they are regular sheets P.
[0046] Further, the stacker 134 is provided at the end
of another conveyor path branched from the gate 125.
When an unfit sheet cutting mode is selected, the main
controller 151 controls the gate 125 to transfer sheets P
to the cutting module 133. When the unfit sheet cutting
mode is not selected, the main controller 151 controls
the gate 125 to transfer sheets P to the stacker 134.
[0047] Operators can operate the operation module
136, the operation display 137, and the keyboard 140 to
arbitrarily set the kind (category) of sheets P to be proc-
essed by the sheet processing apparatus 100.
[0048] FIG. 4 shows an exemplary structure of the con-
trol system of the sheet processing apparatus 100 shown
in FIGS. 2 and 3.
[0049] The sheet processing apparatus 100 includes
the main controller 151, the inspection module 116, a
conveyance controller 152, a cutting controller 156, the
operation display 137, the keyboard 140, and so forth.
Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100 includes a
printer 141, a USB hub 161, a transport controller 162,
a bander controller 163, and a detection controller 164.
[0050] The main controller 151 conducts overall con-
trol of the sheet processing apparatus 100. The main
controller 151 can be implemented by, for example, a
part of a PC (personal computer). The main controller
151 controls the conveyance controller 152 and the cut-
ting controller 156 based on operations input via the op-
eration display 137 and inspection results obtained by
the inspection module 116. Further, the main controller
151 can output inspection results and so forth as records
on slips by the printer 141.
[0051] The USB hub 161 is connected to the main con-
troller 151. The USB hub 161 is also connected to the
transport controller 162, the bander controller 163, and
the detection controller 164.
[0052] The main controller 151 can control the opera-
tions of the conveyance controller 152, the cutting con-
troller 156, and the pickup module 113 via the transport
controller 162. Further, the main controller 151 can con-
trol the operations of the collecting and banding modules
128 to 131 via the bander controller 163. Further, the
main controller 151 can control the operations of the re-
spective detecting devices of the inspection module 116
via the detection controller 164.
[0053] For example, operators use the operation dis-
play 137 or the keyboard 140 to input a threshold for each
of the processing items in various determinations for

sheets P to be processed and to input a processing meth-
od.
[0054] The inspection module 116 includes the image
readers 117 and 118, the thickness inspection module
119, and so forth, as described above.
[0055] The conveyance controller 152 controls the
pickup module 113, the conveyor path 115, the exclusion
conveyor path 126, and the gates 120 to 125 under the
control of the main controller 151. The conveyance con-
troller 152 thereby controls the taking-in and conveying
of sheets P. Further, the conveyance controller 152 per-
forms a sorting process of sorting determined sheets P
in accordance with their categories. Thus, the convey-
ance controller 152 functions as a sorting processor.
[0056] For example, the conveyance controller 152
controls the gates 120 to 125 to transfer sheets P deter-
mined as unfit sheets to the cutting module 133 or the
stacker 134. Further, the conveyance controller 152 con-
trols the gates 120 to 125 to transfer sheets P determined
as exclusion pieces, along with the batch card and the
deposit card, to the exclusion collecting module 127.
[0057] The bander controller 163 controls the exclu-
sion collecting module 127 and the collecting and band-
ing modules 128 to 131 under the control of the main
controller 151. The bander controller 163 thereby con-
trols the collection and bundle-banding of sheets P.
[0058] The cutting controller 156 controls the operation
of the cutting module 133 under the control of the main
controller 151. The cutting module 133 thereby cuts
sheets P transferred therein.
[0059] The main controller 151 can recognize the iden-
tification information of the batch card based on an image
of the identification information of the batch card obtained
by the image readers 117 and 118.
[0060] In this respect, the main controller 151 corre-
lates the counting result of sheets P transferred to the
collecting and banding module 132 or the cutting module
133 with the identification information of the batch card
and stores them as an inspection result. Further, the main
controller 151 transmits the inspection result to the server
300.
[0061] The main controller 151 includes a memory
151a for storing a threshold in advance for each of the
inspection items performed by the respective inspection
devices of the inspection module 116. The main control-
ler 151 compares detection values detected by the re-
spective inspection devices of the inspection module 116
with thresholds stored in the memory 151a, and, based
on the comparison results, it determines the category,
authentication, and fitness of each sheet P and also de-
termines whether the sheet P is an exclusion piece or not.
[0062] The thresholds stored in the memory 151a may
be changed in accordance with inputs to the operation
module 136, the operation display 137, and the keyboard
140.
[0063] Further, the main controller 151 includes a
memory 151b for storing the image of the deposit card
read by the image readers 117 and 118 of the inspection
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module 116 and the identification information of the batch
card while correlating them with each other. In this re-
spect, the main controller 151 may be designed to use
the memory 151b to store the identification information
of the batch card, the image of the batch card, the image
of the deposit card, and the inspection result while cor-
relating them with each other. Alternatively, the main con-
troller 151 may be designed to transmit to the server 300
the inspection result along with the identification informa-
tion of the batch card and the image of the batch card
while correlating them with each other.
[0064] FIGS. 5 to 7 show an example of a bundle in-
cluding a batch card, a deposit card, and sheets P. FIG.
5 shows an example of the bundle 55 of sheets P. FIG.
6 shows an example of the batch card 53. FIG. 7 shows
an example of the deposit card 54.
[0065] As shown in FIG. 5, the bundle 55 of sheets P
comprises a predetermined number of sheets P (such
as 1,000 sheets), the batch card 53, and the deposit card
54 stacked one on top of the other. For example, the
bundle 55 of sheets P is formed such that the sheets P
are sandwiched between the batch card 53 and the de-
posit card 54. Specifically, the batch card 53, the prede-
termined number of sheets P (such as 1,000 sheets),
and the deposit card 54 are set in this order from above
to form the bundle 55 of sheets P.
[0066] The batch card 53 is a sheet that has a contour
size the same as each sheet P or a contour size larger
than each sheet P and is printed with modules showing
identification information on the front side or back side.
As shown in FIG. 6, the batch card 53 includes printed
modules, such as a bar code 531 of the identification
information encoded and a letter string 532 denoting the
identification information. The main controller 151 of the
sheet processing apparatus 100 can obtain the identifi-
cation information of the batch card 53 by analyzing the
bar code 531 or the letter string 532 included in the image
of the batch card. In this respect, the identification infor-
mation of the batch card 53 is not limited to such a form
of bar code but may be in the form of a two-dimensional
code or another printed module encoded by use of an-
other method. The batch card 53 is printed with a pattern
that allows the sheet processing apparatus 100 or the
re-inspection apparatus 200 to identify the batch card 53.
[0067] The deposit card 54 is a sheet that has a contour
size the same as each sheet P or a contour size larger
than each sheet P and is printed with modules showing
deposit information on the front side or back side. As
shown in FIG. 7, the deposit card 54 includes a printed
module 541 showing deposit information including a let-
ter string denoting a customer, a number denoting the
customer, information indicating a date, the name of a
staff forming the bundle 55, and information indicating
an amount of money. The main controller 151 of the sheet
processing apparatus 100 stores the deposit image in
the memory 151b. Further, the main controller 151 reads
the deposit image from the memory 151b and causes
the operation display 137 to display it, when a preset

condition is applicable. The sheet processing apparatus
100 thereby allows an operator to recognize the deposit
information described on the deposit card 54. The deposit
card 54 has a ticket face that is easy to visually distinguish
it from the sheets P. In this respect, for example, the
deposit card 54 may be printed with a pattern that allows
the sheet processing apparatus 100 or the re-inspection
apparatus 200 to identify the deposit card 54.
[0068] FIG. 8 shows an example of processes per-
formed by the sheet processing apparatus 100.
[0069] The sheet processing apparatus 100 down-
loads processing schedule information in advance from
the server 300 for the processing schedule of each
processing unit (which will be referred to as a shift, here-
inafter). The process information includes information in-
dicating a customer and information indicating the total
number of sheets P included in the shift. In this respect,
a plurality of bundles 55 of sheets P may be included in
the shift.
[0070] An operator activates the sheet processing ap-
paratus 100 and performs various setting operations. The
operator sets a bundle 55 in the loading module 112 of
the sheet processing apparatus 100 and uses the oper-
ation display 137 to start the process.
[0071] When the process is started, the sheet process-
ing apparatus 100 takes in the sheets P one by one (step
S11). The sheet processing apparatus 100 thereby trans-
fers each sheet P to the inspection module 116. The
sheet processing apparatus 100 obtains the image of the
sheet P by the image readers 117 and 118 of the inspec-
tion module 116 (step S12).
[0072] The bundle 55 includes a batch card 53 and a
deposit card 54 put thereon. The operator sets the bundle
55 such that the batch card 53 is first taken in to the sheet
processing apparatus 100. Thus, the sheet processing
apparatus 100 first obtains the batch card image of the
batch card 53.
[0073] The sheet processing apparatus 100 performs
a discrimination process based on information detected
by the inspection module 116 (step S13). At first, the
sheet processing apparatus 100 performs a discrimina-
tion process based on the batch card image. In this case,
the sheet processing apparatus 100 determines that the
batch card 53 is an exclusion piece.
[0074] The sheet processing apparatus 100 performs
a sorting process based on the result of the discrimination
process (step S14). The sheet processing apparatus 100
transfers the batch card 53 determined as an exclusion
piece to the exclusion collecting module 127.
[0075] The sheet processing apparatus 100 judges
whether a succeeding sheet P is present or not (step
S15). If the sheet processing apparatus 100 judges that
a succeeding sheet P is present, it moves to the step S11
and processes the succeeding sheet P.
[0076] When the bundle 55 is processed, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 processes the sheets P suc-
ceeding to the batch card 53. In this case, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 discriminates the sheet P in
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terms of the authentication, fitness, and category based
on an image read from the sheet P. Further, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 sorts the sheets P into collec-
tion storages in accordance with discrimination results.
For example, the sheet processing apparatus 100 deter-
mines those sheets P as exclusion pieces, which are a
sheet P that has been determined as a counterfeit, sheets
P that have been detected by the thickness inspection
module 119 as overlapping with each other, or a sheet
P that has not been discriminable. The sheet processing
apparatus 100 transfers sheets P determined as exclu-
sion pieces to the exclusion collecting module 127.
[0077] In a case where the batch card 53 and the de-
posit card 54 are put on the sheets P as in the bundle
55, the sheet processing apparatus 100 processes the
deposit card 54 at the end. In this case, the sheet process-
ing apparatus 100 obtains the deposit card image of the
deposit card 54 at the end.
[0078] The sheet processing apparatus 100 performs
a discrimination process based on the deposit card im-
age. In this case, the sheet processing apparatus 100
determines that the deposit card 54 is an exclusion piece.
The sheet processing apparatus 100 transfers the de-
posit card 54 determined as an exclusion piece to the
exclusion collecting module 127.
[0079] As a result, exclusion pieces (exclusion piece
bundle) are collected in the exclusion collecting module
127, in the order of the batch card 53, sheets P deter-
mined as exclusion pieces, and the deposit card 54.
[0080] If the sheet processing apparatus 100 judges
in the step S15 that a succeeding sheet P is no present,
it correlates the identification information read from the
batch card 53 with the counting result of sheets P and
thereby obtains an inspection result. The sheet process-
ing apparatus 100 transmits the inspection result to the
server 300.
[0081] The main controller 151 of the sheet processing
apparatus 100 respectively correlates deposit card im-
ages and counting results with the identification informa-
tion of batch cards and stores them in the memory 151b.
For example, when the main controller 151 identifies the
deposit card 54, it correlates the deposit card image and
the counting result with the identification information of
the batch card and stores them in the memory 151b. In
this respect, for example, the main controller 151 may
be designed to correlate the image of a sheet determined
as an exclusion piece with the identification information
of the batch card and stores them in the memory 151b.
[0082] The operator confirms the exclusion piece bun-
dle, and further confirms sheets P included in the exclu-
sion piece bundle. The operator confirms the number of
genuine sheets included in the exclusion piece bundle,
and uses the operation display 137 to input the number
of genuine sheets. The sheet processing apparatus 100
thereby obtains a counting result, which is the total of the
number of sheets P mechanically counted and the
number of sheets P confirmed by the operator.
[0083] The sheet processing apparatus 100 correlates

the number of sheets thus input with the identification
information of the batch card 53 and transmits them to
the server 300. The server 300 thereby obtains the count-
ing result, which is the total of the number of sheets P
mechanically counted and the number of sheets P con-
firmed by the operator.
[0084] The server 300 judges whether the inspection
result is correct or not (step S16). For example, the server
300 judges whether the number of sheets P confirmed
to be genuine agrees with a predetermined number or
not.
[0085] If the number of sheets P confirmed to be gen-
uine agrees with the predetermined number, the server
300 judges that the inspection result is correct. In this
case, the server 300 transmits information indicating nor-
mal ending to the sheet processing apparatus 100. The
sheet processing apparatus 100 causes the operation
display 137 to display such information that the inspec-
tion has normally ended (step S17), and completes the
process.
[0086] On the other hand, if the number of sheets P
confirmed to be genuine does not agree with the prede-
termined number, the server 300 judges that the inspec-
tion result is abnormal. In this case, the server 300 trans-
mits information indicating the occurrence of abnormality
to the sheet processing apparatus 100. The sheet
processing apparatus 100 causes the operation display
137 to display the information indicating the occurrence
of abnormality (step S18).
[0087] If the number of sheets P confirmed to be gen-
uine does not agree with the predetermined number,
there may be a problem such that a counterfeit is mixed
in the bundle 55 or the number of sheets P in the bundle
55 has been excess or short. In this case, the server 300
and the sheet processing apparatus 100 notify the oper-
ator of the presence of this problem. When the sheet
processing apparatus 100 is notified of information indi-
cating the occurrence of abnormality from the server 300,
it causes the operation display 137 to display the deposit
card image obtained from the deposit card 54 and an
input screen picture for inputting deposit information. The
sheet processing apparatus 100 can thereby urge the
operator to input the deposit information.
[0088] Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100
correlates the identification information of the batch card
53 and the counting result with the input deposit informa-
tion, and thereby creates a maintenance report. The
sheet processing apparatus 100 transmits the mainte-
nance report to the server 300. The server 300 can add
the deposit information to the inspection result based on
the maintenance report.
[0089] The sheet processing apparatus 100 may be
designed to temporarily lock the operations and the col-
lection storages when it is notified of information indicat-
ing the occurrence of abnormality from the server 300.
Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100 may be de-
signed to cause the printer 141 to print the maintenance
report. After the sheet processing apparatus 100 proc-
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esses all of the bundles 55 in one shift, it erases together
the inspection results and the processing schedule infor-
mation in the shift.
[0090] The main controller 151 of the sheet processing
apparatus 100 can retrieve count information and the im-
age of a deposit card 54 based on the identification in-
formation of a batch card 53. Specifically, the main con-
troller 151 searches the memory 151b by use of the iden-
tification information of the batch card 53 as a key, and
retrieves a counting result and a deposit card image that
are correlated with the same identification information.
[0091] The sheet processing system 1 may be de-
signed to process the exclusion piece bundle by the re-
inspection apparatus 200. In this case, an operator acti-
vates the re-inspection apparatus 200 and performs var-
ious setting operations. The operator loads the exclusion
piece bundle to the re-inspection apparatus 200 and
starts a re-inspection process.
[0092] When the process is started, the re-inspection
apparatus 200 takes in the sheets P one by one. The re-
inspection apparatus 200 thereby transfers each sheet
P to the inspection module (not shown) of the re-inspec-
tion apparatus 200. The re-inspection apparatus 200 ob-
tains the image of the sheet P by an inspection module
image reader.
[0093] The exclusion piece bundle includes the batch
card 53 and the deposit card 54 put thereon. The operator
sets the exclusion piece bundle such that the batch card
53 is first taken in to the re-inspection apparatus 200.
Thus, the re-inspection apparatus 200 processes the
batch card 53, sheets P excluded by the sheet processing
apparatus 100, and the deposit card 54 in this order.
[0094] The re-inspection apparatus 200 performs a
discrimination process based on information detected by
the inspection module. The re-inspection apparatus 200
thereby discriminates the sheet P in terms of the authen-
tication, fitness, and category. Further, the re-inspection
apparatus 200 sorts the sheets P into collection storages
in accordance with discrimination results. For example,
the re-inspection apparatus 200 determines those sheets
P as exclusion pieces, which are a sheet P that has been
determined as a counterfeit, sheets P that have been
detected by a thickness inspection module 119 as over-
lapping with each other, or a sheet P that has not been
discriminable. The re-inspection apparatus 200 transfers
sheets P determined as exclusion pieces to an exclusion
collecting module (not shown).
[0095] In a case where the exclusion piece bundle is
processed, the re-inspection apparatus 200 processes
the deposit card 54 at the end. In this case, the re-in-
spection apparatus 200 obtains the deposit card image
of the deposit card 54 at the end.
[0096] The re-inspection apparatus 200 determines
that the deposit card 54 is an exclusion piece. The re-
inspection apparatus 200 transfers the deposit card 54
determined as an exclusion piece to the exclusion col-
lecting module.
[0097] If the re-inspection apparatus 200 judges that

a succeeding sheet P is no present, it correlates the iden-
tification information read from the batch card 53 with the
counting result of sheets P and thereby obtains a re-in-
spection result. The re-inspection apparatus 200 trans-
mits the re-inspection result to the server 300.
[0098] The operator of the re-inspection apparatus 200
confirms the exclusion piece bundle, and further confirms
sheets P included in the exclusion piece bundle. The op-
erator confirms the number of genuine sheets included
in the exclusion piece bundle, and inputs it into the re-
inspection apparatus 200. The sheet re-inspection ap-
paratus 200 thereby obtains a counting result, which is
the total of the number of sheets P mechanically counted
and the number of sheets P confirmed by the operator.
[0099] The re-inspection apparatus 200 correlates the
number of sheets thus input with the identification infor-
mation of the batch card 53 and transmits them to the
server 300. The server 300 thereby obtains the counting
result, which is the total of the number of sheets P me-
chanically counted and the number of sheets P confirmed
by the operator.
[0100] The re-inspection apparatus 200 respectively
correlates deposit card images and counting results with
the identification information of batch cards and stores
them in a storage module (not shown). For example,
when the re-inspection apparatus 200 identifies the de-
posit card 54, it correlates the deposit card image and
the counting result with the identification information of
the batch card, and stores them in the storage module.
In this respect, for example, the re-inspection apparatus
200 may be designed to correlate the image of a sheet
determined as an exclusion piece with the identification
information of the batch card and stores them in the stor-
age module.
[0101] The server 300 combines re-inspection results
transmitted from the re-inspection apparatus 200 respec-
tively with inspection results transmitted from the sheet
processing apparatus 100, and stores the combined in-
spection results in a storage medium inside the server
300. For example, the server 300 adds a re-inspection
result to an inspection result where the identification in-
formation of the re-inspection result agrees with the iden-
tification information of the inspection result. The server
300 thereby calculates the total of the number of sheets
P discriminated to be genuine (including fit sheets and
unfit sheets) by the sheet processing apparatus 100 or
the re-inspection apparatus 200 and the number of
sheets P confirmed to be genuine by the operator.
[0102] The server 300 judges whether the inspection
result is correct or not. For example, the server 300 judg-
es whether the number of sheets P confirmed to be gen-
uine agrees with a predetermined number or not.
[0103] If the number of sheets P confirmed to be gen-
uine agrees with the predetermined number, the server
300 judges that the inspection result is correct. In this
case, the server 300 transmits information indicating nor-
mal ending to the re-inspection apparatus 200. The re-
inspection apparatus 200 causes a display module (not
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shown) to display such information that the inspection
has normally ended, and completes the process.
[0104] On the other hand, if the number of sheets P
confirmed to be genuine does not agree with a predeter-
mined number, the server 300 judges that the inspection
result is abnormal. In this case, the server 300 transmits
information indicating the occurrence of abnormality to
the re-inspection apparatus 200. The re-inspection ap-
paratus 200 causes the display module to display the
information indicating the occurrence of abnormality.
[0105] If the number of sheets P confirmed to be gen-
uine does not agree with a predetermined number, there
may be a problem such that a counterfeit is mixed in the
bundle 55 or the number of sheets P in the bundle 55
has been excess or short. In this case, the server 300
and the re-inspection apparatus 200 notify the operator
of the presence of this problem. When the re-inspection
apparatus 200 is notified of information indicating the oc-
currence of abnormality from the server 300, it causes
the display module to display the deposit card image ob-
tained from the deposit card 54 and an input screen pic-
ture for inputting deposit information. The re-inspection
apparatus 200 can thereby urge the operator to input the
deposit information.
[0106] Further, the re-inspection apparatus 200 corre-
lates the identification information of the batch card 53
and the counting result with the input deposit information,
and thereby creates a maintenance report. The re-in-
spection apparatus 200 transmits the maintenance re-
port to the server 300. The server 300 can add the deposit
information to the inspection result based on the main-
tenance report.
[0107] The re-inspection apparatus 200 may be de-
signed to temporarily lock the operations and the collec-
tion storages when it is notified of information indicating
the occurrence of abnormality from the server 300. Fur-
ther, the re-inspection apparatus 200 may be designed
to cause a printer (not shown) to print the maintenance
report.
[0108] The re-inspection apparatus 200 can retrieve
count information and the image of a deposit card 54
based on the identification information of a batch card
53. Specifically, the re-inspection apparatus 200 search-
es the storage module by use of the identification infor-
mation of the batch card 53 as a key, and retrieves a
counting result and a deposit card image that are corre-
lated with the same identification information.
[0109] In a case where the server 300 unitarily man-
ages the inspection results, the identification information
of the batch cards 53, and the deposit card images, the
sheet processing apparatus 100 and the re-inspection
apparatus 200 transmit the identification information of
the batch cards 53 to the server 300. When the server
300 receives the identification information of a batch card
53, it searches the storage medium by use of the identi-
fication information as a key, and retrieves an inspection
result and a deposit card image that are correlated with
the same identification information. The server 300 trans-

mits the inspection result and the deposit card image thus
retrieved to the sheet processing apparatus 100 or the
re-inspection apparatus 200.
[0110] As described above, the sheet processing ap-
paratus 100 and the re-inspection apparatus 200 of the
sheet processing system 1 process a bundle 55 of sheets
P including a batch card 53 and a deposit card 54 with
sheets P sandwiched between them. Further, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 and the re-inspection appara-
tus 200 exclude the batch card 53, sheets P determined
as exclusion pieces, and the deposit card 54 in a stacked
state. Thus, when a problem arises, the sheet processing
apparatus 100 and the re-inspection apparatus 200 can
collect sheets along with the deposit card 54 and the
batch card 53 put thereon. Consequently, even if the
problem arises, there is no need for the operator to find
the deposit card 54.
[0111] Further, the sheet processing apparatus 100
and the re-inspection apparatus 200 store the identifica-
tion information of batch cards 53, deposit card images,
and counting results, while correlating them with each
other. Thus, the sheet processing apparatus 100 and the
re-inspection apparatus 200 can retrieve a counting re-
sult and a deposit card image by use of the identification
information of a batch card 53 as a key. The sheet
processing apparatus 100 and the re-inspection appara-
tus 200 can hold the deposit card image as the evidence
of the problem.
[0112] Further, when a problem arises, the sheet
processing apparatus 100 and the re-inspection appara-
tus 200 display the deposit card image along with a
screen picture for inputting deposit information to urge
input of the deposit information. Consequently, there is
no need to input the deposit information of all of the bun-
dles 55 in the shift. The sheet processing apparatus 100
and the re-inspection apparatus 200 can thereby save
the troublesome of manually inputting the deposit infor-
mation.
[0113] As a result, there is provided a sheet processing
method and sheet processing system that can efficiently
process sheets.

Claims

1. A sheet processing method in a sheet processing
apparatus (100), the method comprising:

taking in sheets one by one from a bundle of
sheets, which includes a batch card having iden-
tification information, a deposit card printed with
deposit information, and inspection object me-
diums, stacked each other;
conveying the sheets thus taken in;
reading images of the sheets being conveyed;
discriminating whether the sheets are exclusion
pieces or not based on the images of the sheets;
recognizing the identification information based
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on an image read from the batch card;
storing an image read from the deposit card
while correlating this image with the identifica-
tion information;
sorting the sheets into collection storages based
on discrimination results; and
storing discrimination results while correlating
these discrimination results with the identifica-
tion information.

2. The sheet processing method according to claim 1,
wherein the method comprises collecting the batch
card, the deposit card, and those of the sheets dis-
criminated as exclusion pieces, in a stacked state.

3. The sheet processing method according to claim 1,
wherein the method comprises judging whether dis-
crimination results are normal or not, and, if judging
that a discrimination result is abnormal, notifying in-
formation for urging input of the deposit information
printed on the deposit card.

4. A sheet processing method in a sheet processing
apparatus (100), the method comprising:

taking in sheets one by one from a bundle of
sheets, which includes a batch card having iden-
tification information, a deposit card printed with
deposit information, and inspection object me-
diums, stacked each other;
conveying the sheets thus taken in;
reading images of the sheets being conveyed;
discriminating whether the sheets are exclusion
pieces or not based on the images of the sheets;
recognizing the identification information based
on an image read from the batch card;
sorting the sheets into collection storages based
on discrimination results; and
storing discrimination results while correlating
these discrimination results with the identifica-
tion information.

5. The sheet processing method according to claim 4,
wherein the method comprises collecting the batch
card, the deposit card, and those of the sheets dis-
criminated as exclusion pieces, in a stacked state.

6. The sheet processing method according to claim 4,
wherein the method comprises judging whether dis-
crimination results are normal or not, and, if judging
that a discrimination result is abnormal, notifying in-
formation for urging input of the deposit information
printed on the deposit card.

7. A sheet processing apparatus comprising:

a taking-in module (113) configured to take in
sheets one by one from a bundle of sheets,

which includes a batch card having identification
information, a deposit card printed with deposit
information, and inspection object mediums,
stacked each other;
a conveyor (115) configured to convey the
sheets thus taken in;
an image reader (117, 118) configured to read
images of the sheets being conveyed;
a discriminating module (151) configured to dis-
criminate whether the sheets are exclusion piec-
es or not based on the images of the sheets;
a recognizing module (151) configured to rec-
ognize the identification information based on
an image read from the batch card;
a first storage module (151b) configured to store
an image read from the deposit card while cor-
relating this image with the identification infor-
mation;
a sorting processor (132) configured to sort the
sheets into collection storages based on dis-
crimination results; and
a second storage module (151b) configured to
store discrimination results while correlating
these discrimination results with the identifica-
tion information.

8. The sheet processing system according to claim 7,
wherein the system is configured to collect the batch
card, the deposit card, and those of the sheets dis-
criminated as exclusion pieces, in a stacked state.

9. The sheet processing system according to claim 7,
wherein the system is configured to judge whether
discrimination results are normal or not, and, if judg-
ing that a discrimination result is abnormal, to notify
information for urging input of the deposit information
printed on the deposit card.
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