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(54) PACKET STORING AND FORWARDING METHOD AND CIRCUIT, AND DEVICE

(57) A packet storing and forwarding method and cir-
cuit, and a device are disclosed, so as to provide a low-de-
lay storing and forwarding technology. The method in-
cludes: receiving and storing cells of a packet, where the
cells of the packet include a head cell; obtaining control
information according to the head cell, where the control
information includes a forwarding mode of the packet;
processing the packet according to the forwarding mode

of the packet, and if the forwarding mode of the packet
is store-forward, processing the packet after receiving
and storing all the cells of the packet; or if the forwarding
mode of the packet is adaptive forwarding, processing
the packet at the same time when receiving and storing
remaining cells of the packet; and forwarding, after the
processing is finished, the packet after determining that
all the cells of the packet have been received and stored.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munications technologies, and in particular, to a packet
storing and forwarding method and circuit, and a device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A computer network refers to a computer sys-
tem that implements resource sharing and information
transfer under management and coordination of a net-
work operating system, network management software,
and a network communications protocol after multiple
computers with different geographical locations and in-
dependent functions and peripheral devices of the com-
puters are connected by using communication line. Net-
work equipment is a general term of physical entities that
are connected to a network, and mainly includes com-
puters (including personal computers, wireless access
terminals, and servers), hubs, switches, routers, and so
on, and the switches and the routers are major forwarding
devices. Forwarding devices such as the routers and the
switches run various network protocols, so as to gener-
ate, forward, and terminate a packet in a network.
[0003] A conventional forwarding mode of network
equipment such as a switch or a router mainly includes
two types: one type is store-forward (SF for short) and
the other type is cut-though (English: Cut-By using, CT
for short). The CT is a network switching technology in
which receiving and sending are performed simultane-
ously, does not temporarily store a data packet that is to
be forwarded, and cannot implement switching between
ports with different rates.
[0004] The SF is a network switching technology in
which a data packet is first received integrally, and then
forwarded. The SF can perform an integrality and validity
check on a received packet, so as to filter out a non-
integral or invalid packet, then parses a packet header,
and forwards the packet to a destination port after per-
forming processing operations such as feature field ex-
traction, flow classification, and access control list (Eng-
lish: Access Control List, ACL for short) and L2/L3 (layer
2/layer 3) forwarding and editing. The SF forwarding
mode can support receiving and storing of an ingress
packet to implement switching between ports with differ-
ent rates, but a processing delay is relatively high.
[0005] The SF is a classic forwarding technology for
computer networks, has a strong anti-burst capability,
and takes a very important place in conventional net-
works. However, with emergence of applications having
low delays and high bandwidths such as a data center
(English: Data Center, DC for short), forwarding technol-
ogies having strong anti-burst capabilities and low delays
will become more important. Due to a relatively high
processing delay, the conventional SF technology grad-
ually cannot meet current requirements.

SUMMARY

[0006] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a packet storing and forwarding method and circuit, and
a device, so as to provide a low-delay storing and for-
warding technology.
[0007] According to a first aspect, the present invention
provides a packet storing and forwarding method, and
the method is applied to a storage and forwarding device;
an input packet scheduler of the storage and forwarding
device can cut a received packet into multiple cells, where
the first cell of each packet is referred to as a head cell;
a packet analyzer of the storage and forwarding device
can obtain control information of the packet by parsing
the head cell of the packet; a reassembly and dispatch
module of the storage and forwarding device can receive
the head cell of the packet and obtain the corresponding
control information from the packet analyzer, where the
control information includes at least a forwarding mode
of the packet; a network processor of the storage and
forwarding device can process the packet according to
the forwarding mode of the packet (such as ACL process-
ing or label switching processing), and if the forwarding
mode of the packet is store-forward (that is, a conven-
tional mode in which a packet is forwarded after being
integrally received and stored), the packet is processed
after all the cells of the packet are received and stored
in a packet buffer, or if the forwarding mode of the packet
is adaptive forwarding (a forwarding mode for lowering
a delay provided in the present invention), the packet is
processed at the same time when remaining cells of the
packet are received and stored (that is, receiving the re-
maining cells and processing the packet are performed
in parallel); and after the processing is finished, and it is
determined that all the cells of the packet have been re-
ceived (that is, all the cells of the packet have been stored
in the packet buffer), the packet is forwarded.
[0008] The method designs an adaptive forwarding
mode. In the forwarding mode, a packet is processed
after a head cell of the packet is received, and the
processing process and a process of receiving the re-
maining cells of the packet are performed simultaneously
and in parallel. Compared with a solution in the conven-
tional store-forward mode in which a packet is processed
only after all the cells of the packet are received, the
adaptive forwarding mode effectively reduces duration
of stay of a packet in a storage and forwarding device,
and lowers a delay, thereby providing a low-delay storing
and forwarding technology. In addition, similar to the con-
ventional store-forward, an adaptive forwarding module
of the method still stores received cells of a packet and
forwards the packet only after all the cells of the packet
are received, stored and processed. Therefore, similar
to the conventional storing and forwarding technology,
the method can implement switching between ports with
different rates. It can be seen that the method of the em-
bodiments of the present invention retains the advantage
of the conventional storing and forwarding technology
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and lowers a forwarding delay.
[0009] Optionally, the control information may further
include an input channel and a priority of the packet, the
input channel refers to an input channel between a media
access controller and the input packet scheduler of the
storage and forwarding device, the priority may be de-
termined according to a result of flow classification of the
packet and a policy by the packet analyzer of the storage
and forwarding device or extracted from the packet by
the packet analyzer, and before the processing the pack-
et according to the forwarding mode of the packet, the
method may further include: adding, according to the in-
put channel and the priority of the packet, an address of
the head cell of the packet to an input queue correspond-
ing to the input channel and the priority of the packet,
where the input queue is used in dispatching, so that the
packet is subsequently dispatched in an order of the input
queue, and a packet that first enters the queue will be
first processed. Packets are dispatched by using an input
queue, and important packets can be forwarded in priority
by using a priority as one of dispatching factors during
dispatching.
[0010] Optionally, the following manners may be used
according to different forwarding modes, and the adding
the address of the head cell of the packet to an input
queue corresponding to the input channel and the priority
of the packet includes: for a packet whose forwarding
mode is adaptive forwarding, after receiving and storing
a head cell of the packet, adding an address of the head
cell of the packet to the input queue; and for a packet
whose forwarding mode is store-forward, after receiving
and storing all cells of the packet, adding an address of
a head cell of the packet to the input queue. Subsequent
processing procedures can be controlled by using differ-
ent enqueue modes for packets with different forwarding
modes. In this way, a packet with a store-forward mode
cannot be enqueued or processed until all cells are re-
ceived, while a packet with an adaptive forwarding mode
can be enqueued and processed at once after a head
cell is received, with no need to wait until all cells are
received.
[0011] According to a second aspect, the present in-
vention provides a packet storing and forwarding circuit,
including: a reassembly and dispatch module and a net-
work processor that are connected to each other, where
the reassembly and dispatch module can receive cells
of a packet and obtain corresponding control information
from a packet analyzer of a storage and forwarding de-
vice, and the control information includes a forwarding
mode of the packet; the network processor can process
the packet according to the forwarding mode of the pack-
et, and if the forwarding mode of the packet is store-
forward (that is, a conventional mode in which a packet
is forwarded after being integrally received and stored),
process the packet after receiving and storing all the cells
of the packet and obtaining the complete packet, or if the
forwarding mode of the packet is adaptive forwarding (the
forwarding mode for lowering a delay provided in the

present invention), process the packet at the same time
when receiving and storing remaining cells of the packet
(that is, receiving the remaining cells and processing the
packet are performed in parallel); and the reassembly
and dispatch module is further configured to forward, af-
ter the network processor finishes processing, the packet
after determining that all the cells of the packet have been
received and stored.
[0012] The circuit supports an adaptive forwarding
mode, and can simultaneously process a packet and re-
ceive remaining cells of the packet in parallel, which re-
duces duration of stay of the packet in the storage and
forwarding device, and lowers a delay, thereby providing
a low-delay storing and forwarding technology. In addi-
tion, similar to the conventional store-forward, an adap-
tive forwarding module of the method still stores received
cells of a packet and forwards the packet only after all
the cells of the packet are received, stored and proc-
essed. Therefore, similar to the conventional storing and
forwarding technology, the method can implement
switching between ports with different rates. It can be
seen that the method of the embodiments of the present
invention retains the advantage of the conventional stor-
ing and forwarding technology and lowers a forwarding
delay.
[0013] Optionally, the control information may further
include an input channel and a priority of the packet, the
input channel refers to an input channel between a media
access controller and an input packet scheduler of the
storage and forwarding device, the priority may be de-
termined according to a result of flow classification of the
packet and a policy by the packet analyzer of the storage
and forwarding device or extracted from the packet by
the packet analyzer, and the reassembly and dispatch
module may include: an input queue unit, configured to
provide at least one input queue, so that the packet is
dispatched to the network processor for processing in an
order of the input queue; and a reassembly and integrality
checker, configured to add, according to the input chan-
nel and the priority of the packet, the packet to an input
queue corresponding to the input channel and the priority
of the packet. Packets are dispatched by using an input
queue, and important packets can be forwarded in priority
by using a priority as one of dispatching factors during
dispatching.
[0014] Optionally, the reassembly and integrality
checker can enqueue a received packet in different man-
ners according to different forwarding modes. For a pack-
et whose forwarding mode is adaptive forwarding, the
reassembly and integrality checker adds, after receiving
and storing a head cell of the packet, an address of the
head cell of the packet to the input queue; and for a packet
whose forwarding mode is store-forward, the reassembly
and integrality checker adds, after receiving and storing
all cells of the packet, an address of a head cell of the
packet to the input queue. Subsequent processing pro-
cedures can be controlled by using different enqueue
modes for packets with different forwarding modes. In

3 4 



EP 3 188 419 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

this way, a packet with a store-forward mode cannot be
enqueued or processed until all cells are received, while
a packet with an adaptive forwarding mode can be en-
queued and processed at once after a head cell is re-
ceived, with no need to wait until all cells are received.
[0015] It can be seen from the above that a low-delay
storing and forwarding technology is provided in some
feasible implementation manners of the present inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a schematic structural diagram of a storage
and forwarding device;
FIG. 2 is a schematic structural diagram of a packet
storing and forwarding circuit according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 3 is a schematic flowchart of a packet storing
and forwarding method according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0017] To make a person skilled in the art understand
the technical solutions in the present invention better, the
following clearly and completely describes the technical
solutions in the embodiments of the present invention
with reference to the accompanying drawings in the em-
bodiments of the present invention. Apparently, the de-
scribed embodiments are merely a part rather than all of
the embodiments of the present invention. All other em-
bodiments obtained by a person of ordinary skill in the
art based on the embodiments of the present invention
without creative efforts shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention.
[0018] In the specification, claims, and accompanying
drawings of the present invention, the terms "first", "sec-
ond", and so on are intended to distinguish between dif-
ferent objects but do not indicate a particular order. In
addition, the terms "including", "including", or any other
variant thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion. For example, a process, a method, a system,
a product, or a device that includes a series of steps or
units is not limited to the listed steps or units, but option-
ally further includes an unlisted step or unit, or optionally
further includes another inherent step or unit of the proc-
ess, the method, the product, or the device.
[0019] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a packet storing and forwarding method and circuit, and
a device, so as to provide a low-delay storing and for-
warding technology. The technology is applied to a stor-
age and forwarding device.
[0020] FIG. 1 is a schematic structural diagram of a
storage and forwarding device. As shown in FIG. 1, the
storage and forwarding device generally includes the fol-
lowing modules: a media access controller (MAC for

short), an input packet scheduler (IPS for short), a packet
analyzer (PA for short), a reassembly and dispatch mod-
ule (RD for short), a network processor (NP for short), a
packet buffer (PB for short), a packet editor (PE for short),
and an output packet scheduler (OPS for short). Gener-
ally, each of the foregoing modules may be implemented
by using one integrated circuit chip (chip for short), and
sometimes, some of the foregoing modules may be in-
tegrated on one chip.
[0021] A process of performing packet storing and for-
warding by the storage and forwarding device is as fol-
lows:

1. The MAC receives a packet from a port, and sends
the packet to the IPS. The port may be an Ethernet
port such as a GE (Gigabit Ethernet, Gigabit Ethernet
port), an XGE (10-Gigabit Ethernet port), or a 40GE
(40-Gigabit Ethernet port). There may be multiple
logic input channels between the MAC and the IPS,
and the multiple input channels may be in a one-to-
one correspondence with multiple Ethernet ports.
The packet received by the MAC by using the port
may be sent to the IPS by using a corresponding
input channel.
2. The IPS temporarily stores the packet based on
the port and cuts the packet into one or more cells
(a cell with a capacity of 80 B or other capacities)
with proper lengths. The first cell of the packet is
referred to as a head cell, and the last cell is referred
to as a tail cell. A port that receives an integral cell
participates in dispatching, and a port that gets a
priority of dispatching sends a cell to the PA. It should
be noted that, cells of different packets of a same
port are not interleaved, but cells of different ports
may be interleaved. Therefore, packets need to be
reassembled based on ports in the subsequent RD
module.
3. The PA receives cells, parses a head cell and
obtains basic control information (English: Control
Information, CI for short) of a packet to which the
head cell belongs, and then sends the head cell, the
corresponding CI, and data of remaining cells to the
RD.
4. The RD module reassembles the received cells,
and the reassembling refers to that multiple cells be-
longing to a same packet are assembled. Then the
RD module allocates buffer resources of the cells in
the PB and then temporarily stores data of the cells
in the PB. After all the cells of the packet are received
and the complete packet is obtained, the head cell
of the complete packet is sent to the NP for process-
ing.
5. The NP processes the packet according to the
head cell of the packet. The processing generally
refers to processing on forwarded information, such
as ACL processing, or label switching processing.
Specific processing operations may be different in
different types of networks and different application
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scenarios, and packet processing operations per-
formed by the NP are not limited in the present in-
vention.
6. The NP sends an editing command and a forward-
ing command to the PE after finishing processing on
the forwarded information. The PE obtains data of
the cells of the packet from the PB according to the
forwarding command, and edits the packet accord-
ing to the editing command and sends an edited
packet to the OPS. Alternatively, the NP may send
the forwarding command to the RD, the RD reads
data of the cells of the packet from the PB and sends
the data to the PE, and the PE edits the packet ac-
cording to the editing command sent by the NP, and
sends an edited packet to the OPS.
7. The OPS reassembles received cells into a com-
plete packet and sends the packet to the correspond-
ing MAC and a corresponding port, and the MAC
forwards the packet to another device by using the
corresponding port.

[0022] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a low-delay technical solution for storing and for-
warding a packet, including a packet storing and forward-
ing method and a packet storing and forwarding circuit.
[0023] FIG. 2 is a schematic structural diagram of a
packet storing and forwarding circuit according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention. The packet storing
and forwarding circuit mainly includes: a reassembly and
dispatch module (RD) 10, and a packet buffer (PB) 40
and a network processor (NP) 20 that are separately con-
nected to the RD 10. The reassembly and dispatch mod-
ule 10 is configured to receive cells of a packet, reas-
semble the received cells, store the cells in the packet
buffer, where the cells of the packet include a head cell,
and obtain control information according to the head cell,
where the control information includes a forwarding mode
of the packet; the reassembly and dispatch module 10
is further configured to dispatch the received packet to
the network processor 20 for processing; the network
processor 20 is configured to process the packet accord-
ing to the forwarding mode of the packet, and if the for-
warding mode of the packet is store-forward, process the
packet after the reassembly and dispatch module 10 re-
ceives and stores all the cells of the packet; or if the for-
warding mode of the packet is adaptive forwarding, proc-
ess the packet at the same time when the reassembly
and dispatch module 10 receives and stores remaining
cells of the packet; and the reassembly and dispatch
module 10 is further configured to forward, after the net-
work processor 20 finishes processing, the packet after
determining that all the cells of the packet have been
received and stored. The storing refers to that the cells
are stored in the packet buffer 40. Optionally, the packet
storing and forwarding circuit may further include a pack-
et analyzer (PA) 30 and a packet editor (PE) 50.
[0024] FIG. 3 is a basic schematic flowchart of a packet
storing and forwarding method according to an embodi-

ment of the present invention. The packet storing and
forwarding method mainly includes the following steps:

310: Receive and store cells (cell) of a packet, where
the cells of the packet include a head cell; and obtain
control information according to the head cell, where
the control information includes a forwarding mode
of the packet.
320: Process the packet according to the forwarding
mode of the packet, and if the forwarding mode of
the packet is store-forward, process the packet after
receiving and storing all the cells of the packet; or if
the forwarding mode of the packet is adaptive for-
warding, process the packet at the same time when
receiving and storing remaining cells of the packet.
330: Forward, after the processing is finished, the
packet after determining that all the cells of the pack-
et have been received and stored.

[0025] It can be seen that the technical solution de-
signs an adaptive forwarding mode. In the forwarding
mode, a packet is processed after a head cell of the pack-
et is received, and the processing and a process of re-
ceiving the remaining cells of the packet are performed
simultaneously and in parallel. Compared with a solution
in the conventional store-forward mode in which a packet
is processed only after all cells of the packet are received,
the adaptive forwarding mode effectively reduces dura-
tion of stay of the packet in a storage and forwarding
device, and lowers a delay, thereby providing a low-delay
storing and forwarding technology. In addition, the meth-
od can specifically meet packet forwarding requirements
of different services by allocating different forwarding
modes for different types of packets. In addition, similar
to the conventional store-forward, an adaptive forwarding
module of the method still stores received cells of a pack-
et and forwards the packet only after all the cells of the
packet are received, stored and processed. Therefore,
similar to the conventional storing and forwarding tech-
nology, the method can implement switching between
ports with different rates. It can be seen that the method
of this embodiment of the present invention retains the
advantage of the conventional storing and forwarding
technology and lowers a forwarding delay.
[0026] The following describes a specific process of
packet storing and forwarding in embodiments of the
present invention in detail with reference to the schematic
structural diagram of the circuit shown in FIG. 2 (curves
with arrows indicate a processing process of packet stor-
ing and forwarding) and the schematic flowchart of the
method shown in FIG. 3.
[0027] First, the MAC receives a packet from a port,
and sends the packet to the IPS by using an input chan-
nel.
[0028] Second, the IPS cuts the packet into one or
more cells, and a port that gets a priority of dispatching
sends the one or more cells to the PA.
[0029] The foregoing two steps are the same as step
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1 and step 2 described above, and details are not de-
scribed herein again.
[0030] S1: The PA receives a cell, obtains control in-
formation (CI) of the packet by parsing a head cell, and
then sends the head cell, the corresponding CI, and data
of remaining cells to the RD.
[0031] The PA may extract a feature field by parsing
the head cell of the packet, and may query a classification
table, such as a TCAM (ternary content addressable
memory, ternary content addressable memory) table, ac-
cording to the feature field to perform flow classification
on the packet, extract a result of the flow classification,
write the result in the control information (CI), and send
the CI and data of the head cell to the RD.
[0032] The CI includes but not limited to a forwarding
mode (FWD_Mode), an input channel (Input Channel)
and a packet priority (Packet Priority). A forwarding policy
may be configured in a storage and forwarding device in
advance, and the PA may determine a forwarding mode
of a packet according to the configured policy and a result
of flow classification of the packet. In the present inven-
tion, the forwarding mode includes at least two types:
one type is a store-forward mode, which is a conventional
store-forward mode, indicating that a packet is processed
and forwarded only after the complete packet is received;
and the other type is adaptive forwarding, which is a new
forwarding mode provided in the present invention, indi-
cating that a packet may be processed after a head cell
of the packet is received, and that the packet is forwarded
after the processing is finished and the complete packet
is received. The input channel refers to an input channel
between the MAC and the IPS, and all cells of a packet
are input from a same input channel. A priority of a packet
may be determined by the PA according to a result of
flow classification of the packet and a policy, or may be
extracted from the packet, that is, a received packet may
include a priority written by an upstream device.
[0033] There is a determined correspondence be-
tween CI of each packet and a head cell of the packet.
For example, a sequence number of a packet or another
identifier may be included in CI to indicate the packet to
which the CI belongs, and the sequence number of the
packet or the another identifier is also included in a head
cell of the packet, thereby establishing a correspondence
by using the sequence number or the another identifier.
[0034] S2: The RD receives the cells of the packet from
the PA, obtains data of corresponding CI, and stores the
cells of the packet, including the head cell and remaining
cells except the head cell.
[0035] Optionally, the RD may include a reassembly
and integrality checker (Reassembly and Integrality
Checker, RIC) 101, configured to perform an integrality
check on a packet before received cells of the packet are
stored.
[0036] In actual implementation, the RD may reassem-
ble a packet based on ports, and allocate buffers in the
PB for received cells, and may store cells from a same
port or a same input channel in a same buffer, and cells

of a same packet are sequentially stored. The RD may
include an ingress resources manager (Ingress Resourc-
es Manager, IRM) 102, configured to implement the fore-
going operation of temporarily storing cells in the packet
buffer (PB) of the storing and forwarding circuit. The PB
may be configured to store the cells of the packet that
have been received, including the head cell and the re-
maining cells.
[0037] In some embodiments, the IRM in the RD may
link one or more cells of the packet that have been re-
ceived to each other by using a linked list, and records
an address of the head cell of the packet as an address
of a link head. The IRM may further record or update, by
using the address of the head cell of the packet as an
index, receiving status (Status Table) information of the
packet after writing data of the cells that have been re-
ceived in the PB. The receiving status information in-
cludes at least an end of packet (End Of Packet, EOP)
and a packet length (Packet Length, PLEN). The EOP
indicates whether all the cells of the packet have been
received (that is, the EOP indicates whether the packet
has been integrally received), and the PLEN indicates a
length of a received part of the packet. A Status Table
may be stored in the PB in a form of a table.
[0038] In some embodiments, the RD may include: an
input queue (Input Queue, IQ) unit 103, configured to
provide at least one input queue (IQ). The RD may map
an Input Channel and a Packet Priority of a packet to an
IQ. The mapping operation may be finished, for example,
by the RIC. The RIC may add, according to the input
channel and the priority of the packet, the address of the
head cell of the packet to an input queue corresponding
to the input channel and the priority of the packet, so as
to subsequently dispatch the packet in an order of the
input queue. Each input queue IQ corresponds to one
input channel, and packets from the input channel are all
added to a corresponding IQ. In some embodiments, the
IRM may further count, based on an IQ, cell resources
and NP thread resources that are occupied.
[0039] S3: The foregoing operation of adding, accord-
ing to the input channel and the priority of the packet, the
packet to an input queue corresponding to the input chan-
nel and the priority of the packet may specifically include:

if the forwarding mode (FWD_Mode) indicates that
a forwarding mode of the packet is adaptive forward-
ing, after receiving and storing the head cell of the
packet, adding the address of the head cell of the
packet (that is, a link head address) to the input
queue (which may be briefly referred to as entering
the IQ); or if the forwarding mode is store-forward,
after receiving all the cells of the packet and obtaining
and storing the complete packet, adding the address
of the head cell of the packet to the input queue. The
foregoing operations may be finished by the RIC in
the RD.
S4: The packet that has entered an input queue is
dispatched from the queue when there is a resource
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for processing the packet in the NP, and then data
of the head cell of the packet is extracted according
to the address of the head cell of the packet, and
associated control information (Associated Control
Information, ACI) and the data of the head cell are
sent to the NP for processing. The operation may be
finished by a pull controller (Pull Controller, PC) 104
in the RD.

[0040] It should be noted that, the RD may query a
Status Table before sending the head cell to the NP for
processing and obtain current receiving status informa-
tion of the packet, including an EOP and a PLEN, and
send the EOP and the PLEN as a part of the ACI to the
NP. The RD may maintain the Status Table by using the
head cell as an index, including: when a head cell is re-
ceived, and the head cell is not a tail cell, the EOP is
cleared (that is, written into 0); after a tail cell is received,
the EOP is set (that is, rewritten into 1), and therefore,
the EOP indicates whether all the cells of the packet have
been received, that is, if the EOP is equal to 1, it indicates
that the packet has been received integrally, or if the EOP
is equal to 0, it indicates that the packet has not been
received integrally; and after the head cell is received,
the PLEN is recounted as a length of the head cell, and
each time one cell is received, the PLEN is increased by
a length of the cell, so that the PLEN indicates a length
of a received part of the packet. Because a length of each
cell is determined, a quantity of cells that have been re-
ceived can be determined according to the PLEN.
[0041] S5: The NP obtains the receiving status infor-
mation of the packet and the head cell, and processes
the packet. When the NP processes the packet, whether
the packet that currently needs to be processed has been
received and stored in the PB can be learned according
to the EOP and the PLEN.
[0042] If the EOP is equal to 1, that is, the EOP indi-
cates that all the cells of the packet have been received,
the NP performs processing according to the convention-
al solution for storing and forwarding, that is: the NP proc-
esses the packet according to the head cell of the packet,
and after the processing is finished, the NP instructs the
RD to read and forward all the cells of the packet that
have been stored (forwarding the cells to a packet editor
(PE) of the storage and forwarding device).
[0043] If the EOP is equal to 0, that is, the EOP indi-
cates that some of the cells of the packet have not been
received, the NP performs processing according to the
adaptive forwarding mode, that is: the NP processes the
packet according to the head cell of the packet, and after
the processing is finished and the EOP is equal to 1, the
NP instructs the RD to read and forward all the cells of
the packet that have been stored (forwarding the cells to
the PE); or, after the processing is finished, the NP in-
structs the RD to forward the cells, and the RD may read
and forward all the cells of the packet that have been
stored (forwarding the cells to the PE) after the EOP is
equal to 1.

[0044] Optionally, the NP may include: an obtaining
unit 203, a first processing unit 201, and a second
processing unit 202. The obtaining unit 203 is configured
to obtain the receiving status information and the head
cell of the packet; the first processing unit 201 is config-
ured to perform processing when the EOP is equal to 1;
and the second processing unit 202 is configured to per-
form processing when the EOP is equal to 0.
[0045] Generally, the NP can finish processing the
packet only according to the head cell. However, in some
scenarios, the processing operation may need more
cells, for example, the second cell of the packet. In this
scenario, if the EOP is equal to 0, when the NP needs to
use at least one cell sequentially after the head cell of
the packet during processing, the NP may send a data
reading command to the RD according to the need. The
RD queries the Status Table, determines a quantity of
cells that have been received according to the PLEN,
and determines whether the at least one cell has been
received. If the at least one cell has been received, the
RD obtains and returns the at least one cell to the NP,
and the NP obtains the at least one cell to continue to
perform processing; or if the at least one cell has not
been received, the RD does not return data, and the NP
needs to continue to wait.
[0046] It should be note that, for general packet for-
warding, the NP only needs to process forwarded infor-
mation according to a head cell, and does not need to
read data of more cells. If needed, the NP reads the sec-
ond cell. However, in a microcode processing process,
the second cell is generally received. If a service that
needs to use a packet length is involved, processing is
performed at the end of a whole service processing proc-
ess as much as possible, so that it is of higher probability
that a packet has been received when the NP obtains
the packet length, which may reduce a wait time.

S6: Forward the packet.

[0047] After the NP finishes processing the packet, if
the EOP is equal to 1, it may be determined that all the
cells of the packet have been received and the packet
has been integrally obtained, and then the NP may di-
rectly send a dispatch (Dispatch) command to the RD,
to instruct the RD to read and forward data of all the cells
of the packet that have been stored, that is, to send the
packet to the PE; and
after the NP finishes processing the packet, if the EOP
is equal to 0, it may be determined that some of the cells
of the packet have not been received. Then, in one man-
ner, the NP may send a query command to the RD, the
RD queries the Status Table, and returns a result of the
query to the NP after learning that the EOP is equal to
1, and then the NP sends a Dispatch command to the
RD, to instruct the RD to read the packet and forward the
packet to the PE; and in another manner, the NP may
also directly send a Dispatch command to the RD, and
the RD queries the Status Table, and reads data of all
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the cells of the packet and forwards the data to the PE
after determining that the EOP is equal to 1.
[0048] The RD may further include a packet dispatch
unit (Packet Dispatch, PD) 106. In the foregoing packet
forwarding operation, the NP may specifically send a Dis-
patch command to the PD in the RD, and the PD performs
the operation of reading and forwarding data of all the
cells of the packet that have been stored to the PE.
[0049] After receiving the packet sent by the RD, the
PE continues to forward the packet to back-end modules
until the packet reaches a designated port, and then re-
leases cell resources and NP thread resources to the
IRM.
[0050] It should be noted that, in some embodiments,
the NP may directly send a Dispatch command to the PE
after finishing processing the packet, or after it is deter-
mined that all the cells of the packet have been received
and the packet is integrally obtained, and the PE actively
reads the packet from the PB and continues to forward
the packet.
[0051] In the foregoing, the low-delay storing and for-
warding technology of this embodiment of the present
invention supports the IQ and dispatch, and adaptive
switching to an equivalent forwarding mode can be im-
plemented by using a congestion processing mechanism
of the IQ. The IQ is obtained by means of a table query
and mapping based on an input Input Channel and a
Packet Priority, and therefore, the IQ embodies priority
information. When the NP performs IQ dispatch, a priority
participates in the dispatch as one of weights. All packets
that enter IQs get a chance of being processed, but a
packet in an input queue with a higher priority may have
a higher chance of being processed in priority.
[0052] In addition, the IRM may count a situation of
current resource occupation an IQ based on the IQ, that
is, counting resources occupied by each input queue.
The occupied resources include occupied cell buffer re-
sources and occupied NP thread resources. The occu-
pied cell buffer resources refer to resources that tempo-
rarily store cells in the PB, and the occupied NP thread
resources may be statistics of occupied NP processing
threads.
[0053] The IRM may perform congestion processing
on a target input queue according to a policy, and imple-
ment a congestion processing mechanism of an IQ gran-
ularity. The congestion processing may include: perform-
ing backpressure (Backpressure) on the target input
queue or discarding a packet of the target input queue.
The backpressure refers to blocking an input of a target
input queue. Optionally, an IQ provides SP+WRR dis-
patch, that is, WRR (Weighted Round Robin, weighted
round robin) dispatch is performed on input queues with
a same priority, and SP (Strict Priority, strict priority) dis-
patch is performed on input queues with different priori-
ties, so as to further provide services with lower delays
for packets with high priorities during congestion. It can
be seen that the IQ mechanism can ensure that packets
with high priorities are processed in priority, so as to pro-

vide forwarding services with lower delays. The conges-
tion processing mechanism can prevent some input
queues from occupying resources for a long time, so as
to ensure that some other input queues can also get a
chance of being processed.
[0054] When an ingress bandwidth is relatively small
or a long grant bursts, NP processing is not a perform-
ance bottleneck, a system is not congested, an IQ is not
pressed back, and a packet in the IQ is rapidly forwarded
to the NP for processing. In this case, the system is ap-
proximately equivalent to CT forwarding, and the packet
may be submitted to the NP for forwarding processing
after a head cell is received, so that a forwarding delay
is relatively low. On the contrary, when an ingress band-
width is relatively large or a short grant bursts, NP
processing is a performance bottleneck, a system is con-
gested, an IQ is pressed back, and a packet queues in
the IQ queue and waits to be forwarded to the NP for
processing. In this case, the system is approximately
equivalent to SF forwarding, and the packet is submitted
to the NP for processing after being integrally received
or being almost integrally received, resulting in a rela-
tively large forwarding delay.
[0055] It can be seen from the above that, in some
feasible implementation manners of the present inven-
tion, a new low-delay storing and forwarding technology
is provided by combining the conventional storing and
forwarding technology with a queue technology. For a
packet with an adaptive forwarding mode, the packet is
processed after a head cell of the packet is received, and
the processing process and a process of receiving re-
maining cells of the packet are performed simultaneous-
ly, thereby effectively reducing duration of stay of the
packet in a storage and forwarding device, and lowering
a delay. For the conventional store-forward mode,
processing is performed in conventional manners.
[0056] It can be seen that the solution implements that
new low-delay services are provided for services having
delay requirements strategically according to service
flows, and that conventional services for storing and for-
warding are provided for services having no delay re-
quirements strategically according to service flows. In
addition, the solution can dynamically and adaptively ad-
just a forwarding delay according to a system congestion
status. When a system is congested, the delay is in-
creased; and when the system is not congested, the de-
lay is reduced, thereby effectively lowering an average
delay of the system.
[0057] It can be seen that the technical solution of the
present invention has both the advantage of the strong
anti-burst capability of the conventional store-forward
and the advantage of the low delay of the direct forward-
ing. A low-cost and low-delay forwarding solution may
be provided for a system with a relatively large jitter but
a small average flow by adaptive and dynamic switching
between an approximately conventional store-forward
mode and an approximately conventional direct forward-
ing mode.
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[0058] It should be noted that each function module
included in the foregoing packet storing and forwarding
circuit provided in the foregoing embodiment of the
present invention may be implemented by using one in-
tegrated circuit chip. The function modules may be con-
nected to each other by using a bus, and may commu-
nicate with each other by using the bus.
[0059] The bus may be an industry standard architec-
ture (ISA for short) bus, a peripheral component inter-
connect (PCI for short) bus, an extended industry stand-
ard architecture (EISA for short) bus, or the like. The bus
may be classified as one or more of an address bus, a
data bus, or a control bus.
[0060] The packet buffer 40 may include a high-speed
RAM (Random Access Memory) memory. Optionally, the
packet buffer 40 may further include a non-volatile mem-
ory (non-volatile memory). For example, the packet buff-
er 40 may include a magnetic disk memory.
[0061] The network processor 20 may be, for example,
a dedicated central processing unit (Central Processing
Unit, CPU for short), or may be an application specific
integrated circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit,
ASIC for short).
[0062] The reassembly and dispatch module 10 may
be, for example, a dedicated CPU, or may be an ASIC.
[0063] The packet analyzer 30 may be, for example, a
dedicated CPU, or may be an ASIC.
[0064] The packet editor 50 may be, for example, a
dedicated CPU, or may be an ASIC.
[0065] It should be noted that, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides, on the basis of the
foregoing packet storing and forwarding circuit, a storage
and forwarding device that includes the foregoing packet
storing and forwarding circuit. The storage and forward-
ing device includes the foregoing modules shown in FIG.
2, and may further include a media access controller
(MAC), an input packet scheduler (IPS), a packet ana-
lyzer (English: Packet Analyzer, PA for short), and an
output packet scheduler (OPS) shown in FIG. 1.
[0066] In the foregoing embodiments, the description
of each embodiment has respective focuses. For a part
that is not described in detail in an embodiment, reference
may be made to related descriptions in other embodi-
ments.
[0067] The packet storing and forwarding method and
circuit, and the device provided in the embodiments of
the present invention are described in detail above. The
principle and implementation of the present invention are
described herein by using specific examples. The de-
scription about the embodiments of the present invention
is merely provided to help understand the method and
core ideas of the present invention. In addition, persons
of ordinary skill in the art can make variations and mod-
ifications to the present invention in terms of the specific
implementations and application scopes according to the
ideas of the present invention. Therefore, the content of
specification shall not be construed as a limit to the
present invention.

Claims

1. A packet storing and forwarding method, wherein
the method comprises:

receiving and storing cells of a packet, wherein
the cells of the packet comprise a head cell;
obtaining control information according to the
head cell, wherein the control information com-
prises a forwarding mode of the packet;
processing the packet according to the forward-
ing mode of the packet, and if the forwarding
mode of the packet is store-forward, processing
the packet after receiving and storing all the cells
of the packet; or if the forwarding mode of the
packet is adaptive forwarding, processing the
packet at the same time when receiving and
storing remaining cells of the packet; and
forwarding, after the processing is finished, the
packet after determining that all the cells of the
packet have been received and stored.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the control
information further comprises an input channel and
a priority of the packet, and before the processing
the packet according to the forwarding mode of the
packet, the method further comprises:

adding, according to the input channel and the
priority of the packet, an address of the head
cell of the packet to an input queue correspond-
ing to the input channel and the priority of the
packet, so as to subsequently dispatch the pack-
et in an order of the input queue.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the add-
ing, according to the input channel and the priority
of the packet, an address of the head cell of the pack-
et to an input queue corresponding to the input chan-
nel and the priority of the packet comprises:

if the forwarding mode is adaptive forwarding,
after receiving and storing the head cell of the
packet, adding the address of the head cell of
the packet to the input queue; or
if the forwarding mode is store-forward, after re-
ceiving and storing all the cells of the packet,
adding the address of the head cell of the packet
to the input queue.

4. The method according to claim 3, before the forward-
ing the packet, further comprising:

recording receiving status information of the
packet by using the address of the head cell of
the packet as an index, wherein the receiving
status information comprises an end of packet,
EOP, and a packet length, PLEN, the EOP in-
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dicates whether all the cells of the packet have
been received, and the PLEN indicates a length
of a received part of the packet.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the
processing the packet according to the forwarding
mode of the packet and forwarding the packet com-
prises:

obtaining the receiving status information of the
packet; and
if the EOP indicates that all the cells of the packet
have been received, forwarding the packet ac-
cording to the head cell of the packet, and after
the forwarding is finished, reading and forward-
ing all the cells of the packet that have been
stored; or
if the EOP indicates that some of the cells of the
packet are not received, forwarding the packet
according to the head cell of the packet, and
after the forwarding is finished and the EOP is
equal to 1, reading and forwarding all the cells
of the packet that have been stored.

6. The method according to claim 5, after the if the EOP
indicates that some of the cells of the packet are not
received, further comprising:

when at least one cell sequentially after the head
cell of the packet needs to be used during
processing, determining a quantity of cells that
have been received according to the PLEN, and
determining whether the at least one cell has
been received, and if the at least one cell has
been received, obtaining the at least one cell.

7. A packet storing and forwarding circuit, comprising:

a reassembly and dispatch module, and a pack-
et buffer and a network processor that are sep-
arately connected to the reassembly and dis-
patch module, wherein
the reassembly and dispatch module is config-
ured to: receive cells of a packet; reassemble
the received cells; store the reassembled cells
in the packet buffer, wherein the cells of the
packet comprise a head cell; and obtain control
information according to the head cell, wherein
the control information comprises a forwarding
mode of the packet;
the reassembly and dispatch module is further
configured to dispatch the received packet to
the network processor for processing;
the network processor is configured to process
the packet according to the forwarding mode of
the packet, and if the forwarding mode of the
packet is store-forward, process the packet after
the reassembly and dispatch module receives

and stores all the cells of the packet; or if the
forwarding mode of the packet is adaptive for-
warding, process the packet at the same time
when the reassembly and dispatch module re-
ceives and stores remaining cells of the packet;
and
the reassembly and dispatch module is further
configured to forward, after the network proces-
sor finishes processing, the packet after deter-
mining that all the cells of the packet have been
received and stored.

8. The packet storing and forwarding circuit according
to claim 7, wherein the control information further
comprises an input channel and a priority of the pack-
et, and the reassembly and dispatch module com-
prises a reassembly and integrality checker and an
input queue unit, wherein
the input queue unit is configured to provide at least
one input queue, so that the packet is dispatched to
the network processor for processing in an order of
the input queue,; and
the reassembly and integrality checker is configured
to add, according to the input channel and the priority
of the packet, the packet to an input queue corre-
sponding to the input channel and the priority of the
packet.

9. The packet storing and forwarding circuit according
to claim 8, wherein
the reassembly and integrality checker is specifically
configured to: if the forwarding mode is adaptive for-
warding, after receiving and storing the head cell of
the packet, add an address of the head cell of the
packet to the input queue; or if the forwarding mode
is store-forward, after receiving all the cells of the
packet, add an address of the head cell of the packet
to the input queue.

10. The packet storing and forwarding circuit according
to claim 9, wherein
the reassembly and dispatch module further com-
prises an ingress resources manager, configured to
record receiving status information of the packet by
using the address of the head cell of the packet as
an index, wherein the receiving status information
comprises an end of packet, EOP, and a packet
length, PLEN, the EOP indicates whether all the cells
of the packet have been received, and the PLEN
indicates a length of a received part of the packet.

11. The packet storing and forwarding circuit according
to claim 10, wherein the network processor compris-
es:

an obtaining unit, configured to obtain the re-
ceiving status information and the head cell of
the packet;

17 18 



EP 3 188 419 A2

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a first processing unit, configured to: if the EOP
indicates that all the cells of the packet have
been received, forward the packet according to
the head cell of the packet; and after the for-
warding is finished, instruct the reassembly and
dispatch module to read and forward all the cells
of the packet that have been stored; and
a second processing unit, configured to: if the
EOP indicates that some of the cells of the pack-
et are not received, process the packet accord-
ing to the head cell of the packet, and after the
processing is finished and the EOP is equal to
1, instruct the reassembly and dispatch module
to read and forward all the cells of the packet
that have been stored; or, after the processing
is finished, instruct the reassembly and dispatch
module to read and forward all the cells of the
packet that have been stored; and

the reassembly and dispatch module is configured
to read and forward all the cells of the packet that
have been stored.

12. The packet storing and forwarding circuit according
to claim 11, wherein
the second processing unit is further configured to:
when at least one cell sequentially after the head cell
of the packet needs to be used during processing,
determine a quantity of cells that have been received
according to the PLEN, and determine whether the
at least one cell has been received, and if the at least
one cell has been received, obtain the at least one
cell.
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