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(54) MANUAL CHARGING APPARATUS FOR VACUUM INTERRUPTER

(57) A manual charging apparatus for a vacuum in-
terrupter, including a motor for charging a closing spring
mounted on a vacuum interrupter; a charging shaft con-
figured to rotate by a rotational force of the motor; and a
manual charging handle coupled to one end of the charg-
ing shaft and configured to manually rotate the manual
charging handle, wherein the manual charging handle
includes an insertion part formed in an cylindrical shape

and inserted into one end of the charging shaft; an ex-
tension part vertically bent from the insertion part and
extended to increase a revolution torque; and a handle
part vertically bent from the extension part and configured
to apply a manual operation force, and wherein the in-
sertion part includes a rotation restriction means config-
ured to restrict a rotation in one direction.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a manual
charging apparatus for a vacuum interrupter, more par-
ticularly, to a manual charging apparatus for a vacuum
interrupter including a safety device to protect a worker
when working for charging a spring of an open/close de-
vice using a manual charging handle.

2. Description of the Conventional Art

[0002] In general, a vacuum interrupter is a device
used in an extra-high voltage/high voltage distribution
lines, which protects life and load appliances by cutting
off a circuit by a vacuum suppression method in a vacuum
interrupter within a circuit breaker by a separate signal
of an external electric relay when an abnormal current
such as an over current, a ground fault, a short current,
and the like is generated. Such a vacuum interrupter is
disposed within a circuit breaker together with other elec-
tric appliances for operation or control of power plants or
substations, or operation of motors.
[0003] The vacuum interrupter uses a spring for closing
or trip operations. In this instance, a motor is used to
charge the spring, and the spring is charged by use of
the motor. The motor is driven electrically, while manually
rotated when an electric power is not available.
[0004] FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a front
side of a vacuum interrupter according to a conventional
art, and FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a rear
side of a vacuum interrupter according to a conventional
art, in which FIG. 1 shows that a front panel of the vacuum
interrupter is removed and FIG. 2 shows that a rear panel
is removed.
[0005] When a motor 1 is driven, the rotational force
of the motor 1 is transmitted to a charging shaft 3 via a
chain 2 so that the charging shaft 3 is rotated. When the
charging shaft 3 is rotated, a charging pawl 4 connected
to the charging shaft 3 pushes a tooth of a charging gear
6 fixed to a main shaft 5 one by one, thereby rotating the
charging gear 6.
[0006] When the charging gear 6 is rotated, a charging
cam 7 fixed to the main shaft 5 is rotated in the clockwise
direction based on the drawing. As the charging cam 7
is rotated, a charging lever 9 tenses a closing spring 10
while rotating at the center of the lever shaft 9a, and the
charging pawl 4 prevents a counter-rotation of the charg-
ing gear 6.
[0007] When the main shaft 5 is rotated at a predeter-
mined angle, the closing spring 10 is in a maximally elon-
gated state to accumulate energy in a closing standby
state, and in this instance an operation piece 11 of a limit
switch is turned to operate the limit switch so that the
motor 1 is turned off.

[0008] When a closing latch 12 is released by a closing
signal of the vacuum interrupter, a closing roller pushes
the charging lever 9 by an instantaneous elastic energy
of the closing spring 10 to rotate the charging lever 9 at
the center of a lever shaft 9a, as a result, a link mecha-
nism (not shown) connected to the charging lever 9 is
interworked therewith, thereby moving a closing lever up
to a closing position so that a closing operation is com-
pleted. Concurrently, a trip spring 14 is charged and an
opening standby state.
[0009] FIG. 3 shows a manual charging handle accord-
ing to a conventional art.
[0010] In general, the motor 1 is operated by a control
power to tense the closing spring 10, but in some instanc-
es the motor 1 may be manually rotated and in this case,
a manual charging handle H is used for such purpose.
[0011] When the manual charging handle H is rotated
after being inserted into the charging shaft 3, the closing
spring 10 is charged. In this instance, a power is trans-
mitted in a state that a protrusion formed on the manual
handle H is inserted into a groove formed on the charging
shaft 3.
[0012] However, in such a vacuum interrupter accord-
ing to a conventional art has a disadvantage in that when
a power is turned on suddenly or erroneously during a
manual charging work, the charging shaft 3 is rotated at
a high speed by the motor 1 and the rotational force is
transmitted to a worker, thereby causing injury to the
worker.
[0013] Such a conventional art may be referred to as
Korean Patent No. 10-0319405 and Korean Patent No.
10-0479672.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] An object of the present invention is to provide
a manual charging apparatus for a vacuum interrupter
including a safety device to protect a worker when work-
ing for charging a spring of an open/close device using
a manual charging handle.
[0015] To achieve these and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of this specification, as em-
bodied and broadly described herein, there is provided
a manual charging apparatus for a vacuum interrupter,
including a motor for charging a closing spring mounted
on a vacuum interrupter; a charging shaft configured to
rotate by a rotational force of the motor; and a manual
charging handle coupled to one end of the charging shaft
and configured to manually rotate the manual charging
handle, wherein the manual charging handle includes an
insertion part formed in an cylindrical shape and inserted
into one end of the charging shaft; an extension part ver-
tically bent from the insertion part and extended to in-
crease a revolution torque; and a handle part vertically
bent from the extension part and configured to apply a
manual operation force, and wherein the insertion part
includes a rotation direction restriction means configured
to restrict a rotation in one direction.
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[0016] In one embodiment, the rotation restriction
means includes an outer wheel formed in a cylindrical
shape and having a plurality of wedge-shaped grooves
on its inner circumferential surface; an inner wheel dis-
posed within and spaced apart from the outer wheel and
having a plurality of through holes; and a plurality of roller
elements disposed between the outer wheel and the in-
ner wheel.
[0017] In one embodiment, the wedge-shaped
grooves are formed in an asymmetrical ’U’-shape.
[0018] In one embodiment, an outer radius of the outer
wheel is larger than or the same as an inner radius of the
insertion part.
[0019] In one embodiment, the rotation restriction
means includes a one way clutch bearing.
[0020] In one embodiment, the charging shaft includes
a gear part and a shaft part and the shaft part is formed
linearly.
[0021] In one embodiment, a power transmission
means is provided between the motor and the charging
shaft, and the power transmission means includes a mo-
tor gear coupled to the motor and a chain configured to
connect the motor gear and the charging shaft.
[0022] The manual charging apparatus for a vacuum
interrupter according to one embodiment of the present
invention provides an advantage in that a worker is pro-
tected from a possible accident during a charging work
by causing a manual charging handle not to rotate by a
rotation direction restriction means even though a control
power is supplied to a motor while performing a manual
charging work for a closing spring using a manual charg-
ing handle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate exemplary embodiments and together
with the description serve to explain the principles of the
invention.
[0024] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an open/close
device of a vacuum interrupter according to a con-
ventional art;
FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is perspective a view illustrating a manual
charging handle according to a conventional art;
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a manual
charging apparatus, in accordance with one embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of FIG. 4 in an assembled
state;
FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating a manual
charging handle, in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIGS. 7A through 7C are a perspective view, a plane

view and a longitudinal sectional view, respectively,
illustrating a rotation direction restriction means
which is applied to the manual charging apparatus
of a vacuum interrupter, in accordance with one em-
bodiment of the present invention; and
FIGS. 8 and 9 are sectional views illustrating oper-
ations of the manual charging apparatus of a vacuum
interrupter, in which FIG. 8 shows that the manual
charging handle is rotated preemptively and FIG. 9
shows that the charging shaft is rotated preemptive-
ly, in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0025] Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of a man-
ual charging apparatus of a vacuum interrupter in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the present invention will
now be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.
[0026] Referring to FIGS. 4 through 7C, the manual
charging apparatus of a vacuum interrupter in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes a motor 20 disposed on a vacuum interrupter main
body (not shown) and configured to supply a power for
charging a closing spring (not shown), a charging shaft
25 configured to rotate by a rotational force of the motor
20, and a manual charging handle 30 coupled to one end
of the charging shaft 25 and configured to manually rotate
the charging shaft 25. The manual charging handle 30
includes an insertion part 31 formed in a cylindrical shape
and inserted into one end of the charging shaft 25, an
extension part 34 extendedly formed by vertically bend-
ing the insertion part 31 and configured to increase a
revolution torque, and a handle part 37 formed by verti-
cally bending the extension part 34 and configured to
apply a manual manipulation force. The insertion part 31
includes a rotation direction restriction means 40 config-
ured to restrict a charging shaft to rotate in one direction,
[0027] The vacuum interrupter main body is the same
as that of the conventional art, thus not shown for clarity
purpose.
[0028] The motor 20 is disposed on the main boy for
charging a closing spring. The motor 20 is connected to
a control power source so as to be turned on or off.
[0029] A rotational force of the motor 20 is transmitted
to the charging shaft 25 so that the charging shaft 25 may
be rotated. The charging shaft 25 includes a gear part
26 and a shaft part 27.
[0030] Between the motor 20 and the charging shaft
25, a power transmission means, for instance, a motor
gear 21 and a chain 22, may be disposed.
[0031] The motor gear 21 is axially connected with the
motor 20 so as to be rotated at the same gear ratio with
the motor 20.
[0032] The chain 22 is provided to transmit a rotational
force of the motor 20 to the charging shaft 25. The chain

3 4 



EP 3 188 207 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

22 is configured to connect the motor gear 21 and the
gear part 26. In this instance, the revolution ratio may be
determined by the size of the motor gear 21 and gear
part 26.
[0033] When a control power is applied to the motor
20, the motor 20 is rotated and the rotation force of the
motor 20 is transmitted to the gear part 26 via the motor
gear 21 and the chain 22, thereby rotating the shaft part
27 of the charging shaft 25.
[0034] The shaft part 27 may be formed linearly. That
is, the shaft part 27 may be formed to have a smooth
outer surface without a separate coupling means.
[0035] A casing 29 may be provided to accommodate
therein the motor 20, the chain 22 and the charging shaft
25. The casing 29 may be formed of a metal or synthetic
resin material so as to cover the motor 20, the motor gear
21, the chain 22 and the charging shaft 25.
[0036] The manipulation handle 30 is provided to man-
ually rotate the charging shaft 25. The manual charging
handle 30 mainly includes an insertion part 31, an exten-
sion part 34 and a handle part 37.
[0037] The insertion part 31 is formed in a cylindrical
shape and may be inserted into one end of the charging
shaft 25. The insertion part 31 may be provided with a
rotation direction restriction means 40 which is config-
ured to restrict a rotation to one direction.
[0038] The extension part 34 may be formed in a rod
of ’  ’ shape. The extension part 34 is extended and
vertically bent from the insertion part 31 and configured
to increase a revolution torque.
[0039] The handle part 37 is vertically bent from the
extension part 34 and configured to apply a manual ma-
nipulation force. The handle part 37 may have a concavo-
convex portion on its surface to enable easy grip, though
not shown.
[0040] When rotating the handle part 37 with the inser-
tion part 31 inserted into the shaft part 27 of the charging
shaft 25, the shaft 27 is rotated while increasing torque
by the extension part 34.
[0041] The rotation direction restriction means 40 is
provided within the insertion part 31 to perform a trans-
mission of power between the manual charging handle
30 and the charging shaft 25 in one direction.
[0042] The rotation direction restriction means 40 is
configured to transmit a rotation force to the charging
shaft 25 in case of rotating the manual charging handle
30, while in a case where the charging shaft 25 is rotated,
to cutoff the rotational force to the manual charging han-
dle 30.
[0043] The rotation direction restriction means 40 may
include an outer wheel 41, an inner wheel 44, and a plu-
rality of roller members 47 provided between the outer
wheel 41 and the inner wheel 44.
[0044] The outer wheel 41 includes a ring having an
asymmetrical ’U’ shaped wedge-shaped groove 42 on
its inner circumferential surface. An outer radius of the
outer wheel 41 may be the same as or larger than an

inner radius of the insertion part 31 so as to be tight-fitted.
Thus, the outer wheel 41 may be rotated together with
the insertion part 31.
[0045] A plurality of wedge-shaped grooves 42 may be
provided on an inner surface of the outer wheel 41. The
wedge-shaped grooves 42 are formed to have one side
narrow (shallow) and another side wide (deep). The
wedge-shaped grooves 42 may be formed in an asym-
metrical ’U’ shaped groove. Thus, the roller members 47
can not rotate at the narrow (shallow) portion of the
groove 42 due to an insertion, but can be freely rotated
at the other side, that is, wide (deep) portion of the groove
42.
[0046] The inner wheel 44 may be disposed within the
outer wheel 41 and formed to have a radius smaller than
that of the outer wheel 41, and includes a plurality of
through holes 45. The inner wheel 44 is configured to
support and fix the roller members 47.
[0047] The roller members 47 are disposed between
the outer wheel 41 and the inner wheel 44. More partic-
ularly, the roller members 47 are disposed between the
wedge-shaped groove 42 of the outer wheel 41 and the
inner wheel 44. The roller member 47 may be partially
exposed through the through holes 45 of the inner wheel
44.
[0048] When the outer wheel 41 is rotated in the clock-
wise direction so that the roller member 47 is located at
a narrow portion of the wedge-shaped grove 42, the roller
member 47 is inserted between the outer wheel 41 and
an internal shaft (for instance, the shaft part 27), thus
causing a frictional force therebetween and the rotational
force of the outer wheel 41 is directly transmitted to the
internal shaft of the inner wheel 44. That is, when the
outer wheel 41 is rotated in the clockwise direction, the
rotational force of the outer wheel 41 is directly transmit-
ted to the internal shaft of the inner wheel 44. That is,
when rotating the manual charging handle 30 in the clock-
wise direction, the charging shaft 25 is rotated by the
rotational force of the manual charging handle 30 via the
rotation direction restriction means 40.
[0049] When the internal shaft (for instance, the shaft)
of the inner wheel 44 is rotated in the clockwise direction
so that the roller member 47 is located at the wide portion
of the wedge-shaped groove 42, the roller member 47
can be freely rotated between the outer wheel 41 and
the inner wheel 44, thereby the rotational force of the
internal shaft of the inner wheel 44 is not transmitted to
the outer wheel 41. That is, in a case where the internal
shaft of the inner shaft 44 is rotated in the clockwise di-
rection, the roller member 47 is rotated without load, that
is, is idled, thereby the rotation force of the internal shaft
of the inner wheel 44 is not transmitted to the outer wheel
41. That is to say, even in a case where the charging
shaft 25 is rotated by driving the motor 20 while at working
using the manual charging handle 30, the rotational force
is not transmitted to the outer wheel 41 so that the manual
charging handle 30 is maintained stopped, but rotates
the roller member 47.
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[0050] An elastic member 49 may be disposed to apply
an elastic force to the roller member 47, which is config-
ured to move the roller member 49 to a narrow portion
of the wedge-shaped groove 42. The elastic member 47
may be disposed between an isolation wall formed be-
tween the outer wheel 41 and the inner wheel 44 and the
roller member 47. Here, the elastic member 49 is dis-
posed at the side portion of the wedge-shaped groove 42.
[0051] Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, the operation of the
manual charging apparatus of a vacuum interrupter in
accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described. FIGS. 8 and 9 are cross sectional
views illustrating the insertion part 31 in a state that the
manual charging handle 30 is inserted into the shaft part
27 of the charging shaft 25, in which FIG. 8 shows that
the manual charging handle 30 is rotated preemptively,
and FIG. 9 shows that the charging shaft 25 is rotated
preemptively.
[0052] Referring first to FIG. 8, when the manual charg-
ing handle 30 is rotated in clockwise direction, the rota-
tional force is transmitted to the charging shaft 25 via the
rotation direction restriction means 40. Specifically, when
the outer wheel 41, which is tight-fitted to the manual
charging wheel 30, is rotated in the clockwise direction
and the roller member 47 is located at the narrow portion
of the wedge-shaped groove 42, the roller member 47 is
located between the outer wheel 41 and the shaft part
27 so that a frictional force is generated therebetween,
thereby the rotational force of the outer wheel 41 is di-
rectly transmitted to the shaft part 27. That is, when the
manual charging handle 30 is rotated in the clockwise
direction, the rotational force of the manual charging han-
dle 30 is transmitted to the shaft part 27 as it is.
[0053] Next, referring to FIG. 9, even in a case where
the charging shaft 25 is rotated by rotation of the motor
20 at working using the manual charging handle 30, the
rotational force is not transmitted to the outer wheel 41,
but is transmitted to the roller member 47, thus the man-
ual charging handle 30 remains stopped.
[0054] More specifically, when the shaft part 27 is ro-
tated in the clockwise direction so that the roller member
47 is located at the wide portion of the wedge-shaped
groove 42, the roller member 47 can freely rotate be-
tween the outer wheel 41 and the inner wheel 44 so that
the rotational force of the shaft part 27 is not transmitted
to the outer wheel 41. That is, when the charging shaft
25 is rotated in the clockwise direction, the roller member
47 is in an idle state, thereby the rotational force of the
charging shaft 25 is not transmitted to the manual charg-
ing handle 30.
[0055] In accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided an effect in that it is
possible to protect a worker from safety accident by pre-
venting a rotational force of the charging shaft from being
transmitted to the manual charging handle by a rotational
direction restriction means, even in a case where a con-
trol power is supplied to the motor when performing a
manual charging to a closing spring using a manual

charging handle.
[0056] As the present features may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the characteristics
thereof, it should also be understood that the above-de-
scribed embodiments are not limited by any of the details
of the foregoing description, unless otherwise specified,
but rather should be construed broadly within its scope
as defined in the appended claims, and therefore all
changes and modifications that fall within the metes and
bounds of the claims, or equivalents of such metes and
bounds are therefore intended to be embraced by the
appended claims.

Claims

1. A manual charging apparatus for a vacuum interrupt-
er, comprising:

a motor (20) for charging a closing spring mount-
ed on a vacuum interrupter main body;
a charging shaft (25) configured to rotate by a
rotational force of the motor (20); and
a manual charging handle (30) coupled to one
end of the charging shaft (25) and configured to
manually rotate the manual charging handle
(30),
characterized in that the manual charging han-
dle (30) includes:

an insertion part (31) formed in an cylindrical
shape and inserted into one end of the
charging shaft (25);
an extension part (34) vertically bent from
the insertion part (31) and formed extend-
edly to increase a revolution torque; and
a handle part (37) vertically bent from the
extension part (34) and configured to apply
a manual operation force, and
characterized in that the insertion part (31)
includes a rotation direction restriction
means (40) configured to restrict a rotation
in one direction.

2. The manual charging apparatus of claim 1, charac-
terized in that the rotation direction restriction
means (40) includes:

an outer wheel (41) formed in a cylindrical shape
and having a plurality of wedge-shaped grooves
(42) on its inner circumferential surface;
an inner wheel (44) disposed within and spaced
apart from the outer wheel (41) and having a
plurality of through holes; and
a plurality of roller elements (47) disposed be-
tween the outer wheel (41) and the inner wheel
(44).
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3. The manual charging apparatus of claim 2, charac-
terized in that the wedge-shaped grooves (42) are
formed in an asymmetrical ’U’-shape.

4. The manual charging apparatus of claim 2, charac-
terized in that an outer radius of the outer wheel
(41) is larger than or the same as an inner radius of
the insertion part (31).

5. The manual charging apparatus of claim 1, charac-
terized in that the charging shaft (25) includes a
gear part (26) and a shaft part (27) and the shaft part
(27) is formed linearly.

6. The manual charging apparatus of claim 1, charac-
terized in that a power transmission means is pro-
vided between the motor 20 and the charging shaft
(25), and the power transmission means includes a
motor gear (21) coupled to the motor (20) and a chain
(22) configured to connect the motor gear (21) and
the charging shaft (259.
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