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(54) WIRELESS POWER TRANSMITTING APPRATUS AND METHOD THEREOF

(57) Disclosed herein is a wireless power transmit-
ting apparatus (400) and method of wirelessly transmit-
ting a power sequentially to a plurality of power receiving
apparatuses. According to the wireless power transmit-
ting apparatus and method, a power is wirelessly trans-
mitted through a plurality of power transmitting coils
(440-1, 440-2), and a power transmitting control unit
(410) performs a control to allocate priorities to the plu-
rality of power receiving apparatuses charged with the
power transmitted by the power transmitting coils by judg-
ing whether or not the plurality of power receiving appa-
ratuses have been mounted in portable terminals and
charged states of the plurality of power receiving appa-
ratuses in the case in which the number of power receiv-
ing apparatuses is plural and sequentially transmit the
power to the plurality of power receiving apparatuses ac-
cording to the allocated priorities to charge the power in
the plurality of power receiving apparatuses (500).
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Description

BACKGROUND

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a wireless pow-
er transmitting apparatus and method of allocating prior-
ities to a plurality of power receiving apparatuses and
automatically transmitting sequentially power to the plu-
rality of power receiving apparatuses according to the
allocated priorities without movement of a power trans-
mitting coil or an additional operation of a user to charge
the plurality of power receiving apparatuses.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Generally, various portable terminals such as a
cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), and
the like, have been mounted with a power receiving ap-
paratus charged with a power to supply an operation pow-
er thereto. The power receiving apparatus may be
charged with a power supplied from an external charging
apparatus and supplies the charged power as the oper-
ation power to the portable terminal to operate the port-
able terminal.
[0003] The power receiving apparatus may include a
battery cell module charged with the power, a charging
and discharging circuit charge the power supplied from
the external charging apparatus in the battery cell module
and discharging the charged power to supply the dis-
charged power to the portable terminal, and the like.
[0004] As a scheme of electrically connecting the
charging apparatus to the power receiving apparatus, a
terminal connection scheme of directly connecting a ter-
minal through which the power is output in the charging
apparatus to a terminal to which the power is input in the
power receiving apparatus through a cable has been
known.
[0005] In the terminal connection scheme, the terminal
of the charging apparatus and the terminal of the power
receiving apparatus have the different potential differ-
ence. Therefore, in the case in which the terminal of the
charging apparatus and the terminal of the power receiv-
ing apparatus are connected to each other or disconnect-
ed from each other, an instantaneous discharging phe-
nomenon may occur.
[0006] This instantaneous discharging phenomenon
causes abrasion of the terminal of the charging apparatus
and the terminal of the power receiving apparatus. In
addition, in the case in which foreign materials are accu-
mulated in the terminal of the charging apparatus and
the terminal of the power receiving apparatus, when the
instantaneous discharging phenomenon occurs, the heat
may occur in the foreign materials, so there is a risk that
an accident such as a fire, or the like, will occur.
[0007] In addition, the power charged in the battery cell
module charged in the power receiving apparatus is nat-

urally discharged to the outside through the terminal of
the power receiving apparatus due to moisture, or the
like, so a lifespan of the power receiving apparatus may
be decreased and performance of the power receiving
apparatus may be deteriorated.
[0008] Recently, a wireless power transmitting appa-
ratus wirelessly transmitting the power to the power re-
ceiving apparatus has been suggested in order to solve
several problems of the terminal connection scheme as
described above.
[0009] The wireless power transmitting apparatus
wirelessly transmits the power in, for example, an elec-
tromagnetic induction scheme. In addition, the power re-
ceiving apparatus receives the power wirelessly trans-
mitted by the wireless power transmitting apparatus and
charges the received power in the battery cell module.
[0010] A number of efforts have been conducted in or-
der for the wireless power transmitting apparatus to wire-
lessly transmit the power stably at high efficiency and in
order for the power receiving apparatus to receive the
power transmitted by the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus as much as possible to charge the power in the
battery cell module.
[0011] There is a case in which a plurality of power
receiving apparatuses are seated and charged on a
charging station of the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus. In this case, the power may be transmitted to all
of the plurality of power receiving apparatuses through
a plurality of power transmitting coils to thereby be simul-
taneously charged in all of the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses.
[0012] However, it is very inefficient to transmit the
power to all of the plurality of power receiving apparatus-
es through the plurality of power transmitting coils since
the power is transmitted without distinguishing a power
receiving apparatus required to be urgently charged. In
addition, it takes a more time to charge the power in the
case in which the power is transmitted to all of the plurality
of power receiving apparatuses through the plurality of
power transmitting coils as compared with the case in
which the power is sequentially supplied to and charged
in the plurality of power receiving apparatuses one by
one.
[0013] Further, in Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publi-
cation No. 2009-273327, a moving unit moving the power
transmitting coil is provided under the charging station
and allows the power to be transmitted to and charged
in the power receiving apparatuses while sequentially
moving the power transmitting coil to positions at which
the power receiving apparatuses are put.
[0014] That is, in the case in which first and second
power receiving apparatuses are put at first and second
positions of the charging station, respectively, the moving
unit moves the power transmitting coil to the first position
to charge the power in the first power receiving appara-
tus. Further, in the case in which the charging of the first
power receiving apparatus is completed, the moving unit
moves the power transmitting coil to the second position
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to charge the power in the second power receiving ap-
paratus.
[0015] However, even in Japanese Patent Laid-Open
Publication No. 2009-273327 described above, the pow-
er is transmitted without distinguishing the power receiv-
ing apparatus required to be urgently charged, which is
very inefficient, and a separate moving unit should be
provided in the charging station. In addition, a separate
moving control unit, or the like, should be provided in
order to control that the moving unit moves the power
transmitting coil.

SUMMARY

[0016] An object of the present invention is to provide
a wireless power transmitting apparatus and method of
determining priorities by a predetermined reference in
the case in which a plurality of power receiving appara-
tuses are put on one charging station simultaneously or
at different times and sequentially transmitting a power
to each of the plurality of power receiving apparatuses
according to the determined priorities to charge the pow-
er in each of the plurality of power receiving apparatuses.
[0017] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a wireless power transmitting apparatus and method
of judging power amounts charged in battery cell mod-
ules of each of a plurality of power receiving apparatuses
put on a charging station to determined priorities and
sequentially supplying a power to each of the plurality of
power receiving apparatuses according to the deter-
mined priorities to charge the power in each of the plu-
rality of power receiving apparatuses.
[0018] Objects of the present invention are not limited
to the above-mentioned objects. That is, other objects
that are not mentioned may be obviously understood by
those skilled in the art to which the present invention per-
tains from the following description.
[0019] According to a wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus and method of the present invention, in the case
in which the number of power receiving apparatuses in
which a power should be charged is plural, priorities of
the plurality of power receiving apparatuses are judged.
[0020] The priorities are allocated in a scheme in which
a first priority is allocated to a power receiving apparatus
that is mounted in a portable terminal and a second pri-
ority is allocated to a power receiving apparatus that is
not mounted in the portable terminal.
[0021] In addition, in the case in which the priorities
according to whether or not the power receiving appara-
tuses are mounted in the portable terminals are the same
as each other, the priorities are determined according to
power charged states of the power receiving apparatus-
es.
[0022] When the priorities are determined, the power
is transmitted to a power receiving apparatus having a
high priority to thereby be charged therein and is trans-
mitted to a power receiving apparatus having the next
priority to thereby be charged therein in the case in which

the charging of the power in the power receiving appa-
ratus having the high priority is completed.
[0023] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a wireless power
transmitting apparatus including: a power transmitting
unit configured to wirelessly transmit a power through a
plurality of power transmitting coils; and a power trans-
mitting control unit configured to perform a control to
judge priorities of a plurality of power receiving appara-
tuses charged with the power transmitted by the power
transmitting unit in the case in which the number of power
receiving apparatuses is plural, sequentially select the
plurality of power receiving apparatuses one by one ac-
cording to the judged priorities, and transmit the power
to the selected power receiving apparatuses.
[0024] The power transmitting unit may include: a sig-
nal transmitting unit configured to generate information
request signals requesting an information of an identifi-
cations (IDs) of the plurality of power receiving appara-
tuses, whether or not the plurality of power receiving ap-
paratuses are mounted in portable terminals, and power
charged states under the control of the power transmit-
ting control unit and transmit the information request sig-
nals to the plurality of power receiving apparatuses; and
a signal receiving unit configured to receive information
signals transmitted by the power receiving apparatuses
according to the information request signals and provide
the information signals to the power transmitting control
unit.
[0025] The transmission of the information request sig-
nals and the reception of the information signals may be
performed through the plurality of power transmitting
coils.
[0026] The priorities may be allocated in a scheme in
which a first priority is allocated to the power receiving
apparatus that is mounted in the portable terminal and a
second priority is allocated to the power receiving appa-
ratus that is not mounted in the portable terminal.
[0027] In the case in which the priorities according to
whether or not the power receiving apparatuses are
mounted in the portable terminals are the same as each
other, the priorities may be determined according to the
power charged states of the power receiving apparatus-
es.
[0028] The power transmitting unit may include: a driv-
ing driver configured to generate a driving signal that is
to detect a variation in a load and a driving signal that is
to transmit under the control of the power transmitting
control unit; and a series resonant converter configured
to switch a direct current (DC) power according to the
driving signal to output the switched DC power to the
plurality of power transmitting coils.
[0029] The power transmitting unit may include: a
switching driving unit configured to generate a switching
driving signal under the control of the power transmitting
control unit; and a plurality of switches each provided
between the series resonant converter and the plurality
of power transmitting coils and configured to be switched
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the switching driving signal.
[0030] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, there is provided a wireless pow-
er transmitting method including: generating, in a signal
transmitting unit, information request signals requesting
an information of an identifications (IDs) of power receiv-
ing apparatuses, whether or not the power receiving ap-
paratus are mounted in portable terminals, and power
charged states under a control of a power transmitting
control unit in the case in which loads of a plurality of
power transmitting coils are varied to transmit the infor-
mation request signals to the power receiving appara-
tuses and receiving information signals according to the
information request signals from the power receiving ap-
paratuses; judging, in the power transmitting control unit,
priorities using the information signals in the case in
which the number of power receiving apparatuses is plu-
ral; and sequentially selecting, in the power transmitting
control unit, the plurality of power receiving apparatuses
one by one according to the priorities and transmitting
the power to the selected power receiving apparatuses.
[0031] The priorities may be allocated in a scheme in
which a first priority is allocated to the power receiving
apparatus that is mounted in the portable terminal and a
second priority is allocated to the power receiving appa-
ratus that is not mounted in the portable terminal.
[0032] In the case in which the priorities according to
whether or not the power receiving apparatuses are
mounted in the portable terminals are the same as each
other, the priorities may be determined according to the
power charged states of the power receiving apparatus-
es.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033] Hereinafter, the present invention will be de-
scribed in detailed through exemplary embodiments
thereof with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
some of which the same reference numeral will be used
to describe the same component.

FIG. 1 is a diagram for describing an operation of
transmitting a power in a wireless power transmitting
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention according to positions of a
plurality of power receiving apparatuses put on a
charging station of the wireless power transmitting
apparatus;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
the wireless power transmitting apparatus and the
power receiving apparatus according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention; and
FIGS. 3A and 3B are signal flow charts showing an
operation of a power transmitting control unit in the
wireless power transmitting apparatus according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0034] The following detailed description is only an ex-
ample and only illustrates exemplary embodiments of the
present invention. In addition, a principle and a concept
of the present invention are provided in order to most
usefully and easily describe the present invention.
[0035] Therefore, for basic understanding of the
present invention, a more detailed structure than neces-
sary will not be provided, and several forms of the present
invention that may be executed by those skilled in the art
will be illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
[0036] FIG. 1 is a diagram for describing an operation
of transmitting a power in a wireless power transmitting
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention according to positions of a plurality of
power receiving apparatuses put on a charging station
of the wireless power transmitting apparatus. In FIG. 1,
a reference numeral 100 indicates a charging station.
The charging station 100 includes, for example, first and
second power transmitting coils 110-1 and 110-2 dis-
posed thereon to wirelessly transmit a power.
[0037] The first and second power transmitting coils
110-1 and 110-2 may be disposed to have an overlapped
region 110-3 at which they are partially overlapped with
each other.
[0038] In the case in one power receiving apparatus
200 is put on the charging station 100, a user generally
puts one power receiving apparatus 200 at the center of
the charging station 100.
[0039] In this case, a power receiving coil 210; 210-1
and 210-2 of the power receiving apparatus 200; 200-1
and 200-2 is positioned on the overlapped region 110-3
at which the first and second power transmitting coils
110-1 and 110-2 are overlapped with each other.
[0040] When the power receiving coil 210; 210-1 and
210-2 of the power receiving apparatus 200; 200-1 and
200-2 are positioned on the overlapped region 110-3 at
which the first and second power transmitting coils 110-1
and 110-2 are overlapped with each other, the wireless
power transmitting apparatus detects that the power re-
ceiving apparatus 200; 200-1 and 200-2 are positioned
on the overlapped region 110-3.
[0041] In addition, the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus supplies and transmits the power to the first and
second power transmitting coils 110-1 and 110-2, and
the power receiving coil 210 of one power receiving ap-
paratus 200 receives the transmitted power and charges
the received power in a battery cell module embedded
therein.
[0042] There is a case in which the user is to put two
power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2 on the
charging station 100 to charge the power in both of the
two power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2.
[0043] In the case in which the two power receiving
apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2 are put on the charging
station 100, the power receiving coils 210-1 and 210-2
each embedded in the two power receiving apparatuses
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200-1 and 200-2 are generally positioned on the first and
second power transmitting coils 110-1 and 110-2.
[0044] The two power receiving apparatuses 200-1
and 200-2 may be put on the charging station 100 in the
state in which they are mounted in portable terminals or
be put on the charging station 100 in the state in which
they are not mounted in the portable terminals.
[0045] In this case, when the wireless power transmit-
ting apparatus transmits the power through both of the
first and second power transmitting coils 110-1 and
110-2, both of the two power receiving apparatuses
200-1 and 200-2 receive the power to charge the power
in the battery cell modules.
[0046] However, when the wireless power transmitting
apparatus transmits the power to the two power receiving
apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2 through the first and sec-
ond power transmitting coils 110-1 and 110-2, the trans-
mitted power is distributed. Therefore, a large amount of
time is required until the two power receiving apparatuses
200-1 and 200-2 are fully charged. In addition, the power
may not be first charged in the power receiving apparatus
200-1 or the power receiving apparatus 200-2 required
to be urgently charged in the two power receiving appa-
ratuses 200-1 and 200-2.
[0047] Therefore, the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention judges a current state of a plurality of
power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2, that is,
whether or not the power receiving apparatuses 200-1
and 200-2 have been mounted in the portable terminals,
and a charged state in which the power is charged in the
battery cell modules of the power receiving apparatuses
200-1 and 200-2, in the case in which the plurality of
power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2 are put
on the charging station 100.
[0048] In addition, the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention allocates priorities according to the cur-
rent state of the two power receiving apparatuses 200-1
and 200-2 and sequentially transmits the power to the
two power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2 ac-
cording to the allocated priorities to charge the power in
the two power receiving apparatuses 200-1 and 200-2.
[0049] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configura-
tion of the wireless power transmitting apparatus and the
power receiving apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 2, a refer-
ence number 300 indicates an alternate current (AC) to
direct current (DC) converter. The AC to DC converter
300 converts an AC power input from the outside into a
DC power.
[0050] A reference numeral 400 indicates the wireless
power transmitting apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. The wireless power
transmitting apparatus 400 switches the DC power con-
verted by the AC to DC converter 300 and wirelessly
transmits the switched power in, for example, an electro-
magnetic induction scheme.

[0051] Although the case in which the AC to DC con-
verter 300 is provided separately from the wireless power
transmitting apparatus 400 is shown in FIG. 2 by way of
example, the AC to DC converter 300 may also be inte-
grated in the wireless power transmitting apparatus 400
in implementing the present invention.
[0052] A reference numeral 500 indicates a power re-
ceiving apparatus. The power receiving apparatus 500
receives the power wirelessly transmitted by the wireless
power transmitting apparatus 400 to thereby be charged
with the power and supplies the charged power as an
operation power to a portable terminal (not shown).
[0053] The wireless power transmitting apparatus 400
may include a power transmitting control unit 410, a driv-
ing driver 420, a series resonant converter 430, first and
second power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2, a
switching driving unit 450, a plurality of switches 460-1
and 460-2, a first signal transmitting unit 470, and a first
signal receiving unit 480.
[0054] The power transmitting control unit 410 per-
forms a control to recognize the power receiving appa-
ratuses 500, judge whether or not a plurality of power
receiving apparatuses 500 have been mounted in the
portable terminals and a currently charged power amount
in the case in which the number of power receiving ap-
paratuses 500 is plural, thereby determining priorities,
and sequentially transmit the power to the plurality of
power receiving apparatuses 500 according to the deter-
mined priorities to charge the power in the plurality of
power receiving apparatuses 500.
[0055] The driving driver 420 generates a driving signal
that is to detect a variation in a load, a driving signal for
wirelessly transmitting the power, and the like, under a
control of the power transmitting control unit 410.
[0056] The series resonant converter 430 switches
and outputs a DC power supplied from the AC to DC
converter 100 according to the driving signal generated
by the driving driver 420.
[0057] The plurality of power transmitting coils 440-1
and 440-2 are applied with the signal that is to detect the
variation in the load output by the series resonant con-
verter 430 or resonates with the power output by the se-
ries resonant converter 430 to wirelessly transmit the
power.
[0058] The switching driving unit 450 generates a
switching driving signal under the control of the power
transmitting control unit 410.
[0059] The switches 460-1 and 460-2 are provided be-
tween the series resonant converter 430 and the plurality
of power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2, respectively,
and are switched according to the switching driving signal
generated by the switching driving unit 450.
[0060] The first signal transmitting unit 470 generates
an information request signal requesting information
such as an identification (ID), whether or not the power
receiving apparatus 500 is mounted in the portable ter-
minal, a charged state, and the like, under the control of
the power transmitting control unit 410 and outputs the
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generated information request signal to the first and sec-
ond power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 to the gen-
erated information request signal to the power receiving
apparatus 500.
[0061] The first signal receiving unit 480 receives the
signal that is to detect the variation in the load from the
first and second power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2
and an information signal transmitted by the power re-
ceiving apparatus 500 according to the information re-
quest signal and provides the received signals to the pow-
er transmitting control unit 410.
[0062] The power receiving apparatus 500 may in-
clude a power charging control unit 510, a power receiv-
ing coil 520, a rectifying unit 530, a charging unit 540, a
battery cell module 550, a second signal receiving unit
560, a second signal transmitting unit 570, and the like.
[0063] The power charging control unit 510 performs
a control to generate the information signal such as the
ID signal, whether or not the power receiving apparatus
500 is mounted in the portable terminal, the charged state
signal, and the like, according to the information request
signal transmitted by the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus 400 to transmit the information signal to the wire-
less power transmitting apparatus 400. In addition, the
power charging control unit 510 performs a control to
receive the power transmitted by the wireless power
transmitting apparatus 400 to charge the power in the
battery cell module 550.
[0064] The power receiving coil 520 is coupled to the
first and second power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2
of the wireless power transmitting apparatus 400 in an
electromagnetic induction scheme to receive the infor-
mation request signal transmitted from the wireless pow-
er transmitting apparatus 400 and transmit the informa-
tion signal to the wireless power transmitting apparatus
400. In addition, the power receiving coil 520 receives
the power wirelessly transmitted by the power transmit-
ting coils 440-1 and 440-2 of the wireless power trans-
mitting apparatus 400.
[0065] The rectifying unit 530 rectifies the power re-
ceived by the power receiving coil 520 to convert the
power into the DC power.
[0066] The charging unit 540 charges the DC power
rectified by the rectifying unit 530 in the battery cell mod-
ule 550 according to the control of the power charging
control unit 510.
[0067] The second signal receiving unit 560 receives
the information request signal transmitted by the wireless
power transmitting apparatus 400 through the power re-
ceiving coil 520 and provides the received information
request signal to the power receiving control unit 510.
[0068] The second signal transmitting unit 570 gener-
ates the information signal such as the ID signal, whether
or not the power receiving apparatus 500 is mounted in
the portable terminal, the charged state signal, and the
like, under the control of the power receiving control unit
510 and transmits the generated information signal to
the wireless power transmitting apparatus 400 through

the power receiving coil 520.
[0069] The wireless power transmitting apparatus 400
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention having the above-mentioned configuration is
normally operated by converting the external AC power
into the DC power in the AC to DC converter 300 and
using the converted DC power as the operation power.
[0070] In this state, the wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus 400 should first judge whether or not the power
receiving apparatus 500 may receive the power.
[0071] That is, the wireless power transmitting appa-
ratus 400 should judge whether or not the power receiv-
ing coil 520 of the power receiving apparatus 500 has
been positioned on the power transmitting coils 440-1
and 440-2.
[0072] To this end, the power transmitting control unit
410 first controls the switching driving unit 450 to connect
both of the switches 460-1 and 460-2.
[0073] In addition, the power transmitting control unit
410 controls the driving driver 420 to generate the driving
signal that is to detect the variation in the load, and the
series resonant converter 430 switches the DC power
according to the generated driving signal to generate the
driving signal that is to detect the variation in the load.
[0074] The signal that is to detect the variation in the
load generated by the series resonant converter 430 is
applied to the first and second power transmitting coils
440-1 and 440-2 through the switches 460-1 and 460-2.
[0075] Here, the signal that is to detect the variation in
the load is a signal having a frequency at which reso-
nance is not generated in the first and second power
transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2, for example, an AC
power having a high frequency of about 180 kHz.
[0076] Therefore, even though the series resonant
converter 430 switches the DC power to generate the
signal that is to detect the variation in the load, the first
and second power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 do
not resonate, such that power consumption is very low
and the power is not wirelessly transmitted.
[0077] In this state, the first signal receiving unit 480
receives the signal that is to detect the variation in the
load from the first and second power transmitting coils
440-1 and 440-2 and inputs the signal in the power trans-
mitting control unit 410.
[0078] The power transmitting control unit 410 judges
whether or not the variation in the load has been gener-
ated using a frequency of the signal input from the first
signal receiving unit 480.
[0079] That is, in the case in which the power receiving
apparatus 500 is not put on the first and second trans-
mitting coils 440-1 and 440-2, the frequency of the signal
that is to detect the variation in the load is not varied.
[0080] However, in the case in which the power receiv-
ing apparatus 500 is put on the first and second power
transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2, mutual impedance,
or the like, is generated between the first and second
power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 and the power
receiving coil 520, such that the frequency of the signal
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that is to detect the variation in the load is varied.
[0081] The power transmitting control unit 410 judges
whether or not the frequency of the signal that is to detect
the variation in the load input from the first signal receiving
unit 480 has been varied and judges that the load has
been varied in the case in which the frequency is varied.
[0082] When it is judged that the load has been varied,
the power transmitting control unit 410 controls the first
signal transmitting unit 470 to generate the information
request signal requesting the information such as the ID
of the power receiving apparatus 500, whether or not the
power receiving apparatus 500 is mounted in the portable
terminal, the charged state in which the power is currently
charged in the battery cell module 550, and the like. The
generated information request signal is transmitted to the
power receiving apparatus 500 through the first and sec-
ond power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2.
[0083] The transmitted information request signal is re-
ceived by the second signal receiving unit 560 through
the power receiving coil 520 of the power receiving ap-
paratus 500, and the received information request signal
is input to the power charging control unit 510.
[0084] In this case, the power charging control unit 510
controls the second signal transmitting unit 570 accord-
ing to the information request signal to generate the ID
signal, a signal indicating whether or not the power re-
ceiving apparatus 500 is mounted in the portable termi-
nal, a signal indicating the charged state in which the
power is currently charged in the battery cell module 550,
and the like, and the generated information signal is
transmitted to the wireless power transmitting apparatus
400 through the power receiving coil 520.
[0085] In the wireless power transmitting apparatus
400, the first signal receiving unit 480 receives the infor-
mation signal transmitted by the power receiving appa-
ratus 500 through the first and second power transmitting
coils 440-1 and 440-2 to input the information signal to
the power transmitting control unit 410.
[0086] The power transmitting control unit 410 judges
that the power receiving apparatus 500 has been put on
the first and second power transmitting coils 440-1 and
440-2 using the information signal input from the first sig-
nal receiving unit 480.
[0087] Here, the power transmitting control unit 410
judges whether the power receiving apparatus 500 has
been put at an upper position of the first power transmit-
ting coil 440-1, an upper position of the second power
transmitting coil 440-2, or an upper position of an over-
lapped region at which the first and second power trans-
mitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 are overlapped with each
other according to whether the information signal has
been received through the first power transmitting coil
440-1 or the second power transmitting coil 440-2.
[0088] Here, it is assumed that the power receiving ap-
paratus 500 is put on the first power transmitting coil
440-1, such that the information signal is received
through the power transmitting coil 440-1.
[0089] In the case in which the information signal is

received through the first power transmitting coils 440-1,
the power transmitting control unit 410 controls the driv-
ing driver 410 to generate the driving signal that is to
transmit the power, the series resonant converter 430
switches the DC power according to the generated driv-
ing signal that is to transmit the power, and the switched
power is applied to the first power transmitting coil 440-1
through the switch 460-1 to generate resonance in the
first power transmitting coil 440-1.
[0090] For example, the first power transmitting coil
440-1 is designed to resonates at 100 kHz, the series
resonant converter 430 switches the DC power according
to the driving signal that is to drive the power to generate
the AC power having a frequency of 100 kHz, and the
AC power having the frequency of 100 kHz is applied to
the first power transmitting coil 440-1 to generate the
resonance in the first power transmitting coil 440-1.
[0091] When the resonance is generated in the first
power transmitting coil 440-1, a large amount of current
flows in the first power transmitting coil 440-1, such that
the power is wirelessly transmitted.
[0092] The power receiving coil 520 of the power re-
ceiving apparatus 500 receives the power transmitted by
the first power transmitting coil 440-1, the rectifying unit
530 converts the received power into the DC power, and
the charging unit 540 charges the converted DC power
in the battery cell module 550 under the control of the
power charging control unit 510.
[0093] In addition, the power charging control unit 510
judges the power charged state of the battery cell module
550 and controls the second signal transmitting unit 570
according to the judged power charged state to generate
the charged state signal, which is transmitted to the wire-
less power transmitting apparatus 400 through the power
receiving coil 520.
[0094] The first signal receiving unit 480 of the wireless
power transmitting apparatus 400 receives the charged
state signal from the first power transmitting coil 440-1
and outputs the received charged state signal to the pow-
er transmitting control unit 410, and the power transmit-
ting control unit 410 judges a power charged amount of
the power receiving apparatus 500 using the charged
state signal.
[0095] As described above, in the state in which the
power is wirelessly transmitted through the first power
transmitting coil 440-1, the power transmitting control unit
410 controls the driving driver 420 to apply the signal that
is to detect the variation in the load to the second power
transmitting coil 440-2 and judge whether or not the var-
iation in the load has been generated.
[0096] In the case in which it is judged that the variation
in the load of the second power transmitting coil 440-2
has been generated, the power transmitting control unit
410 controls the first signal transmitting unit 470 to gen-
erate the information request signal requesting the infor-
mation such as the ID of the power receiving apparatus
500, whether or not the power receiving apparatus 500
is mounted in the portable terminal, the charged state in
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which the power is currently charged in the battery cell
module 550, and the like, as described above. The gen-
erated information request signal is transmitted to the
power receiving apparatus 500, and the information sig-
nal according to the information request signal is received
from the power receiving apparatus 500 through the sec-
ond power transmitting coil 440-2.
[0097] In this state, the power transmitting control unit
410 judges the priorities of the power receiving apparatus
500 put on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 and the
power receiving apparatus 500 put on the second power
transmitting coil 440-2.
[0098] Here, the priorities may be allocated in a
scheme in which a first priority is allocated to’ the power
receiving apparatus 500 that is mounted in the portable
terminal and a second priority is allocated to the power
receiving apparatus 500 that is not mounted in the port-
able terminal.
[0099] Further, in the case in which the priorities of the
power receiving apparatuses 500 put on the first and sec-
ond power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 are the
same as each other, that is, in the case in which both of
the two power receiving apparatuses are mounted in the
portable terminals or are not mounted in the portable ter-
minals, the power transmitting control unit 410 judges
the priorities using the power charged state of each of
the two power receiving apparatuses 500.
[0100] The priorities according to the power charged
state may be allocated in scheme in which a first priority
is allocated to the power receiving apparatus 500 having
a large power charged amount and a second priority is
allocated to the power receiving apparatus 500 having a
small power charged amount.
[0101] The priorities according to the power charged
state may also be allocated in a scheme in which a first
priority is allocated to the power receiving apparatus 500
having a small power charged amount and a second pri-
ority is allocated to the power receiving apparatus 500
having a large power charged amount.
[0102] Here, it is preferable to allow the user to preset
the priorities according to the power charged state.
[0103] Here, an operation will be described on the as-
sumption that the priority of the power receiving appara-
tus 500 put on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 is
high and the priority of the power receiving apparatus
500 put on the second power transmitting coil 440-2 is
low.
[0104] In the case in which the priority of the power
receiving apparatus 500 put on the first power transmit-
ting coil 440-1 is high, the power transmitting control unit
410 transmits the power through the first power transmit-
ting coil 440-1 to charge the power in the power receiving
apparatus 500 put on the first power transmitting coil
440-1 and receives the charged state information to
judge whether or not the power receiving apparatus 500
put on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 has been
fully charged.
[0105] In this state, when it is judged that the power

receiving apparatus 500 put on the first power transmit-
ting coil 440-1 has been fully charged, the power trans-
mitting control unit 410 transmits the power through the
second power transmitting coil 440-2 to charge the power
in the power receiving apparatus 500 put on the second
power transmitting coil 440-2, receives the charged state
information to judge whether or not the power receiving
apparatus 500 put on the second power transmitting coil
440-2 has been fully charged, and ends an operation of
transmitting the power in the case in which it is judged
that the power receiving apparatus 500 put on the second
power transmitting coil 440-2 has been fully charged.
[0106] FIGS. 3A and 3B are signal flow charts showing
an operation of a power transmitting control unit in the
wireless power transmitting apparatus according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 3A, the power transmitting control unit 410
controls the driving driver 420 in the state in which it con-
trols the switching driving unit 450 to connect the switches
460-1 and 460-2, thereby allowing the signal that is to
detect the load to be output to the first and second power
transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 (S600).
[0107] In this state, the power transmitting control unit
410 inputs a received signal of the first signal receiving
unit 480 to judge whether or not the variation in the load
has been generated (S602).
[0108] In the case in which it is judged that the variation
in the load has been generated, the power transmitting
control unit 410 controls the first signal transmitting unit
470 to generate the information request signal and trans-
mits the generated information request signal to the pow-
er receiving apparatus 500 through the first and second
power transmitting coils 440-1 and 440-2 (S604).
[0109] Then, the power transmitting control unit 410
receives the information signal transmitted by the power
receiving apparatus 500 according to the information re-
quest signal (S606).
[0110] Here, it is assumed that the information signal
has been received through the first power transmitting
coil 440-1.
[0111] In the case in which the information signal is
received through the first power transmitting coil 440-1,
the power transmitting control unit 410 judges that the
power receiving apparatus 500 has been put on the first
power transmitting coil 440-1 and controls the driving
driver 420 to transmit the power through the power trans-
mitting coil 440-1 (S608).
[0112] In addition, the power transmitting control unit
410 receives the charged state signal from the power
receiving apparatus 500 (S610) and judges whether or
not the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500
has been completed (S612).
[0113] In the case in which it is judged that the charging
of the power receiving apparatus 500 has been complet-
ed, the power transmitting control unit 410 ends the op-
eration of transmitting the power.
[0114] Meanwhile, in the case in which it is judged that
the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500 has
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not been completed, the power transmitting control unit
410 controls the driving driver 420 to output the signal
that is to detect the variation in the load to the second
power transmitting coil 440-2 (S614) and judge whether
or not the variation in the load has been generated
(S616).
[0115] In the case in which it is judged in step (S616)
that the variation in the load has not been generated, the
power transmitting control unit 410 returns to step (S608)
to repeatedly perform an operation of transmitting the
power through the first power transmitting coil 440-1, re-
ceiving the charged state signal to judge whether or not
the charging has been completed, and outputting the sig-
nal that is to detect the variation in the load to the second
power transmitting coil 440-2 to judge whether or not the
variation in the load has been generated in the case in
which it is judged that the charging has not been com-
pleted.
[0116] In this state, when the variation in the load of
the second power transmitting coil 440-2 is detected, the
power transmitting control unit 410 controls the first signal
transmitting unit 470 to transmit the information request
signal (S618) and receives the information signal trans-
mitted by the power receiving apparatus 500 (S620).
[0117] Then, the power transmitting control unit 410
judges the priorities of the power receiving apparatus 500
put on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 and the pow-
er receiving apparatus 500 put on the second power
transmitting coil 440-2 (S622).
[0118] Here, an operation will be described on the as-
sumption that the priority of the power receiving appara-
tus 500 put on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 is
high.
[0119] Referring to FIG. 3B, in the case in which the
priorities are judged, the power transmitting control unit
410 control the driving driver 420 to transmit the power
to the first power transmitting coil 440-1 on which the
power receiving apparatus 500 having a high priority is
put (S624), receives the charged state signal from the
power receiving apparatus 500 put on the first power
transmitting coil 440-1 (S626), and judges whether or not
the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500 put
on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 has been com-
pleted using the received charged state signal (S628).
[0120] In the case in which it is judged that the charging
of the power receiving apparatus 500 put on the first pow-
er transmitting coil 440-1 has not been completed, the
power transmitting control unit 410 returns to step (S624)
to repeatedly perform an operation of judging whether or
not the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500
has been completed while continuously transmitting the
power through the first power transmitting coil 440-1.
[0121] In this state, in the case in which it is judged that
the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500 put
on the first power transmitting coil 440-1 has been com-
pleted, the power transmitting control unit 410 transmits
the power through the second power transmitting coil
440-2 on which the power receiving apparatus 500 hav-

ing the next priority is put, receives the charged state
signal from the power receiving apparatus 500 put on the
second power transmitting coil 440-2 (S632), and judges
whether or not the charging of the power receiving ap-
paratus 500 put on the second power transmitting coil
440-2 has been completed using the received charged
state signal (S634).
[0122] In the case in which it is judged in step (S634)
that the charging of the power receiving apparatus 500
put on the second power transmitting coil 440-2 has not
been completed, the power transmitting control unit 410
returns to step (S630) to repeatedly perform an operation
of judging whether or not the charging of the power re-
ceiving apparatus 500 has been completed while contin-
uously transmitting the power through the second power
transmitting coil 440-2.
[0123] Meanwhile, in the case in which it is judged in
step (S634) that the charging of the power receiving ap-
paratus 500 put on the second power transmitting coil
440-2 has been completed, the power transmitting con-
trol unit 410 ends the operation of transmitting the power.
[0124] With the wireless power transmitting apparatus
and method according to the exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, in the case in which the plurality
of power receiving apparatuses are put on the charging
station, the priorities of the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses are judged and the power is sequentially
supplied to and charged in the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses according to the judged priorities.
[0125] Therefore, after the charging of the power re-
ceiving apparatus required to be urgently charged is com-
pleted, the power is charged in the power receiving ap-
paratus not required to be urgently charged, thereby
making it possible to very efficiently charge the power in
the plurality of power receiving apparatuses and fully
charge the power in the plurality of power receiving ap-
paratuses at a very rapid speed.
[0126] In addition; the power may be automatically
charged sequentially in the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses using one wireless power transmitting ap-
paratus without movement of the power transmitting coil
or an additional operation of the user.
[0127] Although the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention have been disclosed for illustrative pur-
poses, those skilled in the art will appreciate that various
modifications, additions and substitutions are possible,
without departing from the scope and spirit of the inven-
tion as disclosed in the accompanying claims.
[0128] Accordingly, the scope of the present invention
is not construed as being limited to the described em-
bodiments but is defined by the appended claims as well
as equivalents thereto.
[0129] Further aspects and features are set out in the
following numbered clauses:

1. A wireless power transmitting apparatus (400)
comprising:
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a power transmitting unit configured to wireless-
ly transmit a power through a plurality of power
transmitting coils (440-1, 440-2); and
a power transmitting control unit (410) config-
ured to perform a control to judge priorities of a
plurality of power receiving apparatuses
charged with the power transmitted by the power
transmitting unit in the case in which the number
of power receiving apparatuses is plural, se-
quentially select the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses one by one according to the judged
priorities, and transmit the power to the selected
power receiving apparatuses (500).

2. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of
clause 1, wherein the power transmitting unit in-
cludes:

a signal transmitting unit (470) configured to
generate information request signals requesting
an information of an identifications (IDs) of the
plurality of power receiving apparatuses, wheth-
er or not the plurality of power receiving appa-
ratuses are mounted in portable terminals, and
power charged states under the control of the
power transmitting control unit and transmit the
information request signals to the plurality of
power receiving apparatuses; and
a signal receiving unit (480) configured to re-
ceive information signals transmitted by the
power receiving apparatuses (500) according to
the information request signals and provide the
information signals to the power transmitting
control unit (410).

3. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of
clause 2, wherein the transmission of the information
request signals and the reception of the information
signals are performed through the plurality of power
transmitting coils.

4. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of
clause 2, wherein the priorities are allocated in a
scheme in which a first priority is allocated to the
power receiving apparatus that is mounted in the
portable terminal and a second priority is allocated
to the power receiving apparatus that is not mounted
in the portable terminal.

5. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of
clause 4, wherein in the case in which the priorities
according to whether or not the power receiving ap-
paratuses are mounted in the portable terminals are
the same as each other, the priorities are determined
according to the power charged states of the power
receiving apparatuses.

6. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of

clause 1, wherein the power transmitting unit in-
cludes:

a driving driver (420) configured to generate a
driving signal that is to detect a variation in a
load and a driving signal that is to transmit under
the control of the power transmitting control unit;
and
a series resonant converter (430) configured to
switch a direct current (DC) power according to
the driving signal to output the switched DC pow-
er to the plurality of power transmitting coils.

7. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of
clause 6, wherein the power transmitting unit in-
cludes:

a switching driving unit (450) configured to gen-
erate a switching driving signal under the control
of the power transmitting control unit; and
a plurality of switches (460-1, 460-2) each pro-
vided between the series resonant converter
and the plurality of power transmitting coils and
configured to be switched the switching driving
signal.

8. A wireless power transmitting method comprising:

generating, in a signal transmitting unit, informa-
tion request signals requesting an information
of an identifications (IDs) of power receiving ap-
paratuses, whether or not the power receiving
apparatus are mounted in portable terminals,
and power charged states under a control of a
power transmitting control unit in the case in
which loads of a plurality of power transmitting
coils are varied to transmit the information re-
quest signals to the power receiving apparatus-
es and receiving information signals according
to the information request signals from the pow-
er receiving apparatuses;
judging, in the power transmitting control unit,
priorities using the information signals in the
case in which the number of power receiving
apparatuses is plural; and
sequentially selecting, in the power transmitting
control unit, the plurality of power receiving ap-
paratuses one by one according to the priorities
and transmitting the power to the selected power
receiving apparatuses.

9. The wireless power transmitting method of clause
8, wherein the priorities are allocated in a scheme in
which a first priority is allocated to the power receiv-
ing apparatus that is mounted in the portable terminal
and a second priority is allocated to the power re-
ceiving apparatus that is not mounted in the portable
terminal.
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10. The wireless power transmitting method of
clause 9, wherein in the case in which the priorities
according to whether or not the power receiving ap-
paratuses are mounted in the portable terminals are
the same as each other, the priorities are determined
according to the power charged states of the power
receiving apparatuses.

Claims

1. A wireless power transmitting apparatus (400) com-
prising:

a power transmitting unit configured to wireless-
ly transmit a power through a plurality of power
transmitting coils (440-1, 440-2); and
a power transmitting control unit (410) config-
ured to perform a control to judge priorities of a
plurality of power receiving apparatuses
charged with the power transmitted by the power
transmitting unit in the case in which the number
of power receiving apparatuses is plural, se-
quentially select the plurality of power receiving
apparatuses one by one according to the judged
priorities, and transmit the power to the selected
power receiving apparatuses (500).
wherein the power transmitting unit includes:

a signal transmitting unit (470) configured
to:

generate information request signals
requesting information of identifica-
tions (IDs) of the plurality of power re-
ceiving apparatuses, information on
whether or not the plurality of power re-
ceiving apparatuses are mounted in
portable terminals, and information on
power charged states under the control
of the power transmitting control unit;
and
transmit the information request signal
to the plurality of power receiving ap-
paratuses; and

a signal receiving unit (480) configured to:

receive the information signals trans-
mitted by the power receiving appara-
tuses (500) according to the informa-
tion request signals; and
provide the information signals to the
power transmitting control unit (410).

2. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the transmission of the information re-
quest signals and the reception of the information

signals are performed through the plurality of power
transmitting coils.

3. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the priorities are allocated in a scheme in
which a first priority is allocated to the power receiv-
ing apparatus that is mounted in the portable terminal
and a second priority is allocated to the power re-
ceiving apparatus that is not mounted in the portable
terminal.

4. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of claim
3, wherein in the case in which the priorities accord-
ing to whether or not the power receiving apparatus-
es are mounted in the portable terminals are the
same as each other, the priorities are determined
according to the power charged states of the power
receiving apparatuses.

5. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the power transmitting unit includes:

a driving driver (420) configured to generate a
driving signal that is to detect a variation in a
load and a driving signal that is to transmit under
the control of the power transmitting control unit;
and
a series resonant converter (430) configured to
switch a direct current (DC) power according to
the driving signal to output the switched DC pow-
er to the plurality of power transmitting coils.

6. The wireless power transmitting apparatus of claim
5, wherein the power transmitting unit includes:

a switching driving unit (450) configured to gen-
erate a switching driving signal under the control
of the power transmitting control unit; and
a plurality of switches (460-1, 460-2) each pro-
vided between the series resonant converter
and the plurality of power transmitting coils and
configured to be switched the switching driving
signal.

7. A wireless power transmitting method comprising:

generating, in a signal transmitting unit, informa-
tion request signals requesting information of
identifications (IDs) of power receiving appara-
tuses, information on whether or not the power
receiving apparatus are mounted in portable ter-
minals, and information on power charged
states under a control of a power transmitting
control unit in the case in which loads of a plu-
rality of power transmitting coils are varied;
transmitting the information request signals to
the power receiving apparatuses;
receiving the information signals according to
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the information request signals from the power
receiving apparatuses;
judging, in the power transmitting control unit,
priorities using the information signals in the
case in which the number of power receiving
apparatuses is plural; and
sequentially selecting, in the power transmitting
control unit, the plurality of power receiving ap-
paratuses one by one according to the priorities
and transmitting the power to the selected power
receiving apparatuses.

8. The wireless power transmitting method of claim 7,
wherein the priorities are allocated in a scheme in
which a first priority is allocated to the power receiv-
ing apparatus that is mounted in the portable terminal
and a second priority is allocated to the power re-
ceiving apparatus that is not mounted in the portable
terminal.

9. The wireless power transmitting method of claim 8,
wherein in the case in which the priorities according
to whether or not the power receiving apparatuses
are mounted in the portable terminals are the same
as each other, the priorities are determined accord-
ing to the power charged states of the power receiv-
ing apparatuses.
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