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(54) CHARGING/DISCHARGING HARNESS ROUTING STRUCTURE FOR ELECTRIC AUTOMOBILE

(57) In an electric vehicle, high-power unit (20) dis-
posed in motor room (2) to supply drive current to motor
drive unit (10), and battery pack (30) disposed below ve-
hicle body floor (3) are connected to each other through
charging/discharging harness (51). High-power unit 20
includes unit back surface (high-power module back sur-
face) (24) that faces dash panel (4), and harness con-

nection concave portion (25) recessed from unit back
surface (24) toward an inside of high-power unit (20),
wherein charging/discharging harness connection termi-
nal (26) to which one end (51a) of charging/discharging
harness (51) is connected is disposed inside of harness
connection concave portion (25).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an electric ve-
hicle in which a high-power unit disposed within a motor
room of the vehicle and a battery pack disposed below
a vehicle body floor are connected with each other
through a charging/discharging harness, and particularly
relates to a structure of a charging/discharging harness
routing.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An electric vehicle in which a motor drive unit
as a running drive source and a high-power unit for con-
trolling voltage to be supplied to the motor drive unit are
disposed within a motor room, and a battery pack is dis-
posed below a vehicle body floor located on a rear side
of the motor room in a forward-rearward direction of the
electric vehicle, is conventionally known. In the electric
vehicle, the high-power unit and the battery pack are con-
nected with each other through a charging/discharging
harness (see, for instance, Patent Literature 1).
[0003] However, in the conventional charging/dis-
charging harness routing structure in the electric vehicle,
one end of the charging/discharging harness is connect-
ed to a lower portion of a back surface of the high-power
unit, and the other end thereof is connected to a central
part of a front end portion of the battery pack.
Therefore, if the high-power unit is rearward moved upon
collision of a front portion of the vehicle or the like, there
may occur interference between the one end of the charg-
ing/discharging harness connected to the high-power
unit and a dash panel upright extending between the mo-
tor room and the vehicle body floor. Thus, such a problem
that the conventional charging/discharging harness rout-
ing structure is inferior in protection of the harness has
been developed.

CITATION LIST

PATENT LITERRATURE

[0004] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Unexamined Publication No. 2011-020622 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a charging/discharging harness routing structure in an
electric vehicle which can protect a charging/discharging
harness when an external force is inputted to the electric
vehicle.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0006] According to the present invention, there is pro-

vided a charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle which includes a high-power unit
disposed within a motor room, a battery pack disposed
below a vehicle body floor, and a charging/discharging
harness through which the high-power unit and the bat-
tery pack are connected with each other. In the charg-
ing/discharging harness routing structure in an electric
vehicle, the high-power unit includes a unit back surface
and a harness connection concave portion.
The unit back surface faces a dash panel upright extend-
ing between the motor room and the vehicle body floor.
The harness connection concave portion is recessed
from the unit back surface toward an interior of the high-
power unit, and a charging/discharging harness connec-
tion terminal to which one end of the charging/discharg-
ing harness is connected is disposed inside of the har-
ness connection concave portion.
[0007] Specifically, the charging/discharging harness
connection terminal to which one end of the charging/dis-
charging harness is connected is located to retreat to the
inside of the high-power unit with respect to the unit back
surface.
With this construction, in a case where the high-power
unit is displaced toward a side of the dash panel due to
input of an external force to the electric vehicle, initially
the unit back surface is brought into contact with the dash
panel, and the charging/discharging harness connection
terminal within the harness connection concave portion
recessed from the unit back surface is free from contact
with the dash panel.
As a result, the charging/discharging harness connection
terminal can be protected by the unit back surface in the
vicinity of the charging/discharging harness connection
terminal, thereby enhancing protection of the charg-
ing/discharging harness when an external force is input-
ted to the electric vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a side view showing a main construction of
the whole of an electric vehicle to which a charg-
ing/discharging harness routing structure according
to an embodiment of the present invention is applied.
FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view showing a main con-
struction of a front portion of the electric vehicle to
which the charging/discharging harness routing
structure according to the embodiment of the present
invention is applied.
FIG. 3 is a schematic side view showing the main
construction of the front portion of the electric vehicle
to which the charging/discharging harness routing
structure according to the embodiment of the present
invention is applied.
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a high-power unit
according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion as viewed from a back side of the high-power
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unit.
FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of an essential
part of a charging/discharging harness connection
terminal of the high-power unit according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a sectional perspective view showing a
cross-section of the high-power unit according to the
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a sectional perspective view of an essential
part of the high-power unit according to the embod-
iment of the present invention, showing a harness
retreat concave portion of the high-power unit.
FIGS. 8(a) to 8(c) are explanatory diagrams sche-
matically showing a state of the charging/discharg-
ing harness upon occurrence of front side collision
of the electric vehicle to which the high-power unit
according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion is applied, in which FIG. 8(a) is a plan view of
the charging/discharging harness, FIG. 8(b) is a side
view of an essential part of the charging/discharging
harness, and FIG. 8(c) is a sectional view of the
charging/discharging harness in the harness retreat
concave portion.
FIGS. 9(a) to 9(c) are explanatory diagrams sche-
matically showing a state of the charging/discharg-
ing harness upon occurrence of offset collision of the
electric vehicle to which the high-power unit accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention is
applied, in which FIG. 9(a) is a plan view of charg-
ing/discharging harness, FIG. 9(b) is a sectional view
of the charging/discharging harness in the harness
retreat concave portion, and FIG. 9(c) is a plan view
of the charging/discharging harness after the offset
collision on the front-right side of the electric vehicle.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

[0009] In the following, a charging/discharging harness
routing structure in an electric vehicle according to an
embodiment of the present invention is explained by re-
ferring to the accompanying drawings.
[0010] Firstly, the charging/discharging harness rout-
ing structure in an electric vehicle according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention is explained hereinafter
with respect to "basic construction of electric vehicle",
"constitution of unit back surface of high-power unit" and
"harness routing structure".

[Basic Construction of Electric Vehicle]

[0011] FIG. 1 is a side view showing a main construc-
tion of the whole of an electric vehicle to which a charg-
ing/discharging harness routing structure according to
the embodiment of the present invention is applied. FIG.
2 is a schematic plan view showing a main construction
of a front portion of the electric vehicle to which the charg-
ing/discharging harness routing structure according to
the embodiment of the present invention is applied. FIG.

3 is a schematic side view showing the main construction
of the front portion of the electric vehicle to which the
charging/discharging harness routing structure accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention is applied.
[0012] As shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, electric vehicle
1 of the embodiment includes motor drive unit 10, high-
power unit 20, battery pack 30 and charging port 40.
[0013] Motor drive unit 10 and high-power unit 20 are
disposed in motor room 2 formed in a front portion of a
vehicle body. On the other hand, battery pack 30 is dis-
posed below vehicle body floor 3 located on a rear side
of motor room 2. Dash panel 4 upright extends between
motor room 2 and vehicle body floor 3. Vehicle body floor
3 constitutes a floor of vehicle compartment 5 separated
from motor room 2 by dash panel 4. Further, charging
port 40 is disposed above front bumper 6 in a front portion
of motor room 2, and located in a substantially central
position in a width direction of the vehicle.
[0014] Motor drive unit 10 is a running drive source of
electric vehicle 1, and is supported on a pair of side mem-
bers 2a, 2a (see FIG. 2) extending in a lower portion of
motor room 2, through a supporter (not shown). Motor
drive unit 10 includes motor 11 for driving the vehicle,
speed reducer 12 that reduces rotation of motor 11 and
transmits the reduced rotation thereof to differential gear
12a, and motor housing 13 that accommodates motor 11
and speed reducer 12. Motor 11 of motor drive unit 10 is
used not only as the drive source for running of the vehicle
but also as a generator.
[0015] High-power unit 20 serves to supply drive cur-
rent to motor drive unit 10 as the running drive source,
and is mounted on an upper side of motor drive unit 10.
High-power unit 20 includes inverter 21 and high-power
module 22.
[0016] Inverter 21 is connected to motor drive unit 10
through a three-phase alternating current harness (not
shown), and serves to alternately carry out conversion
from direct current to three-phase alternating current and
vice versa. In this embodiment, inverter 21 converts di-
rect current from high-power module 22 to three-phase
alternating current, and supplies the three-phase alter-
nating current to motor 11 during power running of motor
11, and inverter 21 converts three-phase alternating cur-
rent from motor 11 to direct current and supplies the direct
current to high-power module 22 during regeneration of
motor 11. Inverter 21 is accommodated in inverter hous-
ing 21a, which is mounted directly above motor drive unit
10.
[0017] High-power module 22 is a voltage control de-
vice that controls voltage of electric power to be supplied
to motor drive unit 10 and voltage of electric power to be
charged to battery pack 30. High-power module 22 in-
cludes DC/DC converter and a charger. High-power
module 22 is accommodated in high-power module hous-
ing 23, which is mounted directly above inverter 21.
High-power module 22 is connected to battery pack 30
through charging/discharging harness 51, connected to
charging port 40 through charging harness 52, and con-
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nected to inverter 21 through a high-power harness (high
voltage harness), not shown.
The above-described DC/DC converter converts rapid
charging voltage from an external rapid charge power
source (not shown) to charging voltage and provides the
charging voltage to battery pack 30. In addition, the
DC/DC converter converts charging voltage from battery
pack 30 to driving voltage and supplies the driving voltage
to inverter 21 during power running of motor 11, and con-
verts power generating voltage from inverter 21 to charg-
ing voltage and provides the charging voltage to battery
pack 30 during regeneration of motor 11.
Further, the above-described charger converts ordinary
charging voltage from an external ordinary charging pow-
er source (not shown) to charging voltage and provides
the charging voltage to battery pack 30.
[0018] Battery pack 30 includes multiple battery mod-
ules constituted of secondary batteries, a control circuit
that controls charging, discharging, etc. of the battery
modules, a cooling device and other parts, and battery
housing 31 that accommodates these components. Ex-
amples of the secondary battery are a lithium ion battery,
a rechargeable nickel-cadmium battery, nickel-metal hy-
dride battery, etc.
[0019] Charging port 40 is an electrical energy receiv-
ing portion to which external electric power to be charged
to battery pack 30 is inputted by being contacted and
connected with an external power source (not shown).
Charging port 40 includes rapid charging port 41 and
ordinary charging port 42.
Connected to rapid charging port 41 is a rapid charger
as a high voltage direct current power source. Rapid
charging port 41 is connected to high-power module 22
through rapid charging harness 53 of charging harness
52 in which high voltage-current flows.
Connected to ordinary charging port 42 is a low voltage
alternating current power source that provides about 100
to 200 volts for domestic use. Ordinary charging port 42
is connected to high-power module 22 through ordinary
charging harness 54 of charging harness 52 in which a
current with a voltage lower than the voltage of the high
voltage current flowing in rapid charging harness 53
flows.

[Constitution of Unit Back Surface of High-Power Unit]

[0020] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the high-power
unit according to the embodiment as viewed from a back
side of the high-power unit. FIG. 5 is an enlarged sec-
tional view of an essential part of a charging/discharging
harness connection terminal of the high-power unit ac-
cording to the embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
6 is a sectional perspective view showing a cross-section
of the high-power unit according to the embodiment.
[0021] In this embodiment, high-power module hous-
ing 23 is a rectangular-box shaped casing, and has high-
power module back surface (unit back surface) 24 that
faces dash panel 4. Harness connection concave portion

25 is formed on a lower side of high-power module back
surface 24. Harness connection concave portion 25 is
stepwise recessed from high-power module back surface
24 toward an inside of high-power module 22 (that is,
toward a vehicle-forward side). That is, harness connec-
tion concave portion 25 is recessed from high-power
module back surface 24 toward the vehicle-forward side
in such a manner that harness connection concave por-
tion 25 becomes away from dash panel 4.
[0022] Harness connection concave portion 25 in-
cludes eaves inner surface (i.e., ceiling surface) 25a that
faces downward of the vehicle, and is opened toward a
vehicle-rearward side and both vehicle-lateral sides
(both left and right sides of the vehicle). However, har-
ness connection concave portion 25 may be closed at
both left and right ends thereof. Charging/discharging
harness connection terminal 26, rapid charging harness
connection terminal 27a and ordinary charging harness
connection terminal 27b are disposed on eaves inner sur-
face 25a so as to face downwardly.
[0023] Charging/discharging harness connection ter-
minal 26 is a terminal to which one end 51a of charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 located on a side of high-
power module 22 is connected from a vehicle-downward
side. Charging/discharging harness connection terminal
26 is connected to the DC/DC converter and the charger
within high-power module housing 23. Charging/dis-
charging harness connection terminal 26 is located in a
substantially middle of eaves inner surface 25a in the
width direction of the vehicle.
[0024] Rapid charging harness connection terminal
27a is a terminal to which one end 53a of rapid charging
harness 53 located on the side of high-power module 22
is connected from the vehicle-downward side. Rapid
charging harness connection terminal 27a is connected
to the DC/DC converter within high-power module hous-
ing 23. Rapid charging harness connection terminal 27a
is located in the vicinity of one of lateral sides (left and
right sides) of eaves inner surface 25a.
[0025] Ordinary charging harness connection terminal
27b is a terminal to which one end 54a of ordinary charg-
ing harness 54 located on the side of high-power module
22 is connected from the vehicle-downward side. Ordi-
nary charging harness connection terminal 27b is con-
nected to the charger within high-power module housing
23. Ordinary charging harness connection terminal 27b
is located slightly offset from the substantially middle of
eaves inner surface 25a toward a lateral side in the width
direction of the vehicle adjacent to charging/discharging
harness connection terminal 26.
[0026] FIG. 7 is a sectional perspective view of an es-
sential part of the high-power unit according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention, showing a harness
retreat concave portion of the high-power unit.
[0027] In this embodiment, inverter housing 21a is a
rectangular-box shaped casing, and has inverter back
surface (unit back surface) 21b that faces dash panel 4.
Harness connection concave portion 25 is provided in
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the form of a groove disposed between high-power mod-
ule back surface 24 of high-power module housing 23
and inverter back surface 21b of inverter housing 21a.
Harness retreat concave portion 21c is formed in a part
of inverter back surface 21b in order to accommodate
charging/discharging harness 51. Harness retreat con-
cave portion 21c is recessed from inverter back surface
21b toward an inside of inverter 21. Harness retreat con-
cave portion 21c is disposed in a region located down-
ward of harness connection concave portion 25, and con-
tinuously extends from harness connection concave por-
tion 25. Harness retreat concave portion 21c is opened
rearward of the vehicle.

[Harness Routing Structure]

[0028] As shown in FIG. 4, charging/discharging har-
ness 51 is connected at one end 51a thereof to charg-
ing/discharging harness connection terminal 26 from the
vehicle-downward side, and is downward routed from
high-power module back surface 24 along inverter back
surface 21b. At this time, charging/discharging harness
51 is accommodated inside of harness retreat concave
portion 21c. As shown in FIG. 1, charging/discharging
harness 51 is then routed rearward of the vehicle to pass
through below dash panel 4 so that the other end 51b
thereof is connected to battery terminal 30a located in
the middle of a front end portion of battery pack 30.
[0029] Charging/discharging harness connection ter-
minal 26 is located in the substantially middle of eaves
inner surface 25a in the width direction of the vehicle,
and battery terminal 30a is located in the middle of the
front end portion of battery pack 30. Therefore, charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 is substantially linearly rout-
ed along the forward and rearward direction of the vehi-
cle.
[0030] Rapid charging harness 53 is connected at one
end 53a thereof to rapid charging harness connection
terminal 27a from the vehicle-downward side, and then
is routed forward of the vehicle along a lateral side sur-
face of inverter housing 21a so that the other end 53b
thereof is connected to rapid charging port 41.
Rapid charging harness 53 allows direct connection be-
tween rapid charging port 41 and rapid charging harness
connection terminal 27a.
[0031] Ordinary charging harness 54 is connected at
one end 54a thereof to ordinary charging harness con-
nection terminal 27b from the vehicle-downward side,
and is routed to extend around behind the vehicle-rear-
ward side of charging/discharging harness 51. After that,
ordinary charging harness 54 is routed forward of the
vehicle along the lateral side surface of inverter housing
21a. Ordinary charging harness 54 is then routed forward
of the vehicle so that the other end 54b thereof is con-
nected to ordinary charging port 42.
Ordinary charging harness 54 allows direct connection
between ordinary charging port 42 and ordinary charging
harness connection terminal 27b. In addition, upon being

routed along the lateral side surface of inverter housing
21a, ordinary charging harness 54 is located on an out-
side of rapid charging harness 53. That is, rapid charging
harness 53 is routed closer to inverter housing 21a than
ordinary charging harness 54.
[0032] Further, by routing ordinary charging harness
54 so as to extend around behind the vehicle-rearward
side of charging/discharging harness 51, after one end
54a is connected to ordinary charging harness connec-
tion terminal 27b, ordinary charging harness 54 passes
through between charging/discharging harness 51 and
dash panel 4, and then is routed toward ordinary charging
port 42.
[0033] Function of the charging/discharging harness
routing structure in an electric vehicle according to the
embodiment of the present invention is explained here-
inafter with respect to "function of protecting charg-
ing/discharging harness upon vehicle front collision" and
"function of protecting charging/discharging harness up-
on vehicle offset collision".

[Function of Protecting Charging/Discharging Harness 
upon Vehicle Front Collision]

[0034] The high-power unit and the battery pack which
are disposed on the front side of the vehicle and the rear
side of the vehicle, respectively, such that the dash panel
is disposed therebetween, are connected with each other
through the charging/discharging harness extending in
the forward and rearward direction of the vehicle. There-
fore, in order to ensure protection of the charging/dis-
charging harness, it is necessary that the high-power unit
is initially contacted with the dash panel upon front colli-
sion of the vehicle. In the following, the function of pro-
tecting the charging/discharging harness upon the vehi-
cle front collision is explained by referring to FIGS. 8(a)-
8(c).
[0035] When a front surface of motor room 2 is de-
formed toward the rear side of the vehicle due to front
collision of the vehicle, radiator 7 and fan device 8 (see
FIG. 3) which are disposed on the front side of the vehicle
within motor room 2 are rearward moved. Then, when
motor room 2 is further rearward deformed, motor drive
unit 10 and high-power unit 20 are displaced rearward
of the vehicle. In accordance with the displacement of
high-power unit 20, charging/discharging harness con-
nection terminal 26 to which one end 51a of charging/dis-
charging harness 51 is connected is moved close to dash
panel 4.
[0036] Charging/discharging harness connection ter-
minal 26 is arranged inside of harness connection con-
cave portion 25 formed in high-power module back sur-
face 24 as the unit back surface of high-power unit 20
which faces dash panel 4.
[0037] With the arrangement, when high-power unit 20
is caused to interfere with dash panel 4, as shown in FIG.
8(a), high-power module back surface 24 of high-power
module housing 23 is initially brought into contact with
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dash panel 4. On the other hand, owing to the contact of
high-power module back surface 24 with dash panel 4,
space H1 is retained between dash panel 4 and charg-
ing/discharging harness connection terminal 26 located
inside of harness connection concave portion 25. There-
fore, charging/discharging harness connection terminal
26 can be prevented from being contacted with dash pan-
el 4. As a result, it is possible to prevent charging/dis-
charging harness connection terminal 26 from interfering
with dash panel 4 and thereby enhance protection of
charging/discharging harness 51.
[0038] Further, in the charging/discharging harness
routing structure according to the embodiment, charg-
ing/discharging harness connection terminal 26 is dis-
posed on eaves inner surface 25a so as to face down-
ward. With the routing structure, as shown in FIG. 4,
charging/discharging harness 51 connected to charg-
ing/discharging harness connection terminal 26 is down-
wardly routed along high-power module back surface 24.
That is, charging/discharging harness 51 extends in a
direction substantially parallel with dash panel 4. As a
result, as shown in FIG. 8(b), even when charging/dis-
charging harness 51 is caused to rearward move, charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 can hardly interfere with dash
panel 4 so that more effective protection of charging/dis-
charging harness 51 can be attained.
[0039] Particularly, in the charging/discharging har-
ness routing structure according to the embodiment, in-
verter 21 as high-power unit 20 is provided with harness
retreat concave portion 21c in which charging/discharg-
ing harness 51 is accommodated, in the region located
downward of harness connection concave portion 25.
[0040] With the provision of harness retreat concave
portion 21c, as shown in FIG. 8(c), even in a case where
inverter 21 is caused to rearward move and interfere with
dash panel 4 due to the vehicle front collision, inverter
back surface 21b of inverter housing 21a is initially
brought into contact with dash panel 4. Owing to the con-
tact of inverter back surface 21b with dash panel 4, space
H2 between dash panel 4 and charging/discharging har-
ness 51 accommodated within harness retreat concave
portion 21c can be retained to thereby prevent charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 from being contacted with
dash panel 4. Thus, inverter back surface 21b surround-
ing harness retreat concave portion 21c is brought into
contact with dash panel 4 earlier than charging/discharg-
ing harness 51, so that charging/discharging harness
connection terminal 26 can be prevented from interfering
with dash panel 4. As a result, charging/discharging har-
ness 51 can be protected.
[0041] In addition, in the charging/discharging harness
routing structure according to the embodiment, as shown
in FIG. 4, the charging harness connection terminals to
which one ends 53a, 54a of charging harness 52 are
connected (in this embodiment, rapid charging harness
connection terminal 27a and ordinary charging harness
connection terminal 27b) are arranged within harness
connection concave portion 25.

[0042] With the arrangement, in a case where high-
power unit 20 is caused to interfere with dash panel 4 in
accordance with occurrence of front collision of the ve-
hicle, initially high-power module back surface 24 of high-
power module housing 23 is brought into contact with
dash panel 4 (see FIG. 8(a)). Therefore, rapid charging
harness connection terminal 27a and ordinary charging
harness connection terminal 27b can be prevented from
contacting with dash panel 4, so that charging harness
52 can be protected.
[0043] Further, in the charging/discharging harness
routing structure according to the embodiment, rapid
charging harness connection terminal 27a and ordinary
charging harness connection terminal 27b which are
charging harness connection terminals are disposed on
eaves inner surface 25a of harness connection concave
portion 25 so as to face downward (see FIG. 4). With this
arrangement, rapid charging harness 53 connected to
rapid charging harness connection terminal 27a and or-
dinary charging harness 54 connected to ordinary charg-
ing harness connection terminal 27b are downward rout-
ed along high-power module back surface 24. That is,
charging harness 52 extends in a direction substantially
parallel with dash panel 4 similarly to charging/discharg-
ing harness 51. As a result, even when charging harness
52 is caused to rearward move, charging harness 52 can
hardly interfere with dash panel 4 so that more effective
protection of charging harness 52 can be attained.
[0044] Further, in the charging/discharging harness
routing structure according to the embodiment, after one
end 54a of ordinary charging harness 54 is connected to
ordinary charging harness connection terminal 27b dis-
posed adjacent to charging/discharging harness connec-
tion terminal 26, ordinary charging harness 54 is routed
to extend around behind the vehicle-rearward side of
charging/discharging harness 51. That is, ordinary
charging harness 54 is routed between charging/dis-
charging harness 51 and dash panel 4.
[0045] With this routing of ordinary charging harness
54, even in a case where for instance, a rear portion of
high-power unit 20 is upward inclined due to deformation
condition of motor room 2, ordinary charging harness 54
can be located on the vehicle-rearward side of charg-
ing/discharging harness 51, that is, on a side of dash
panel 4 (see FIG. 8(b)). As a result, ordinary charging
harness 54 can serve to reduce impact that is added from
dash panel 4 to charging/discharging harness 51, so that
charging/discharging harness 51 can be more effectively
protected.

[Function of Protecting Charging/Discharging Harness 
upon Vehicle Offset Collision]

[0046] In order to ensure performance of protection of
the charging/discharging harness connecting the high-
power unit and the battery pack with each other which
are arranged on the vehicle-front side and the vehicle-
rear side, respectively, such that the dash panel is dis-
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posed therebetween, the high-power unit must be initially
brought into contact with the dash panel even when ve-
hicle offset collision occurs. In the following, function of
protecting the charging/discharging harness upon vehi-
cle offset collision is explained by referring to FIG. 9.
[0047] When a front-left side of motor room 2 is de-
formed rearward of the vehicle due to occurrence of offset
collision of the vehicle (in this embodiment, input of load
to the front-left side), a side portion of each of radiator 7
and fan device 8 disposed on the vehicle-front side within
motor room 2 is rearward moved.
[0048] When motor room 2 is further deformed rear-
ward of the vehicle, a side portion of each of motor drive
unit 10 and high-power unit 20 is displaced diagonally
rearward of the vehicle. In accordance with the displace-
ment, charging/discharging harness connection terminal
26 and charging/discharging harness 51 that is connect-
ed at one end 51a to charging/discharging harness con-
nection terminal 26 and downward routed along high-
power module back surface 24 are moved close to dash
panel 4.
[0049] Since charging/discharging harness connec-
tion terminal 26 is disposed inside of harness connection
concave portion 25, even in a case where high-power
unit 20 is diagonally rearward moved to interfere with
dash panel 4 due to the offset collision, initially high-pow-
er module back surface 24 of high-power module housing
23 is brought into contact with dash panel 4 (at portion
A in FIG. 9(a)). Therefore, charging/discharging harness
connection terminal 26 disposed inside of harness con-
nection concave portion 25 can be prevented from con-
tacting with dash panel 4, so that charging/discharging
harness 51 can be protected.
[0050] Further, inverter 21 constituting high-power unit
20 is provided with harness retreat concave portion 21c
in which charging/discharging harness 51 is accommo-
dated, in the region located downward of harness con-
nection concave portion 25.
[0051] With the provision of harness retreat concave
portion 21c, even in a case where high-power unit 20 is
diagonally rearward moved to interfere with dash panel
4 due to the offset collision, inverter back surface 21b of
inverter housing 21a is initially brought into contact with
dash panel 4 (at portion B in FIG. 9(b)). Due to the contact
of inverter back surface 21b with dash panel 4, dash pan-
el 4 is caused to rearward move so that charging/dis-
charging harness connection terminal 26 accommodated
in harness retreat concave portion 21c can be prevented
from contacting with dash panel 4. Thus, inverter back
surface 21b surrounding harness retreat concave portion
21c is brought into interfere with dash panel 4 earlier than
charging/discharging harness 51. Therefore, charg-
ing/discharging harness connection terminal 26 can be
prevented from interfering with dash panel 4, so that
charging/discharging harness 51 can be protected.
[0052] Furthermore, in the charging/discharging har-
ness routing structure according to the embodiment, rap-
id charging harness 53 and ordinary charging harness

54 which constitute charging harness 52 are routed along
the lateral side surface of inverter housing 21a. At this
time, rapid charging harness 53 is routed on an inside of
ordinary charging harness 54, that is, on a side of inverter
housing 21a.
[0053] With this routing, even in a case where the side
portion of motor room 2 is deformed to contact with charg-
ing harness 52 routed along the lateral side surface of
inverter housing 21a due to occurrence of vehicle offset
collision, ordinary charging harness 54 in which electric
current with relatively low voltage flows is brought into
contact with the side portion of motor room 2 earlier than
rapid charging harness 53 in which electric current with
relatively high voltage flows. That is, it is possible to serve
for reducing impact on rapid charging harness 53 by or-
dinary charging harness 54. As a result, rapid charging
harness 53 can be preferentially protected prior to the
ordinary charging harness in which electric current with
relatively low voltage flows.
[0054] In addition, even in a case where load is inputted
to a front-right side of electric vehicle 1 upon occurrence
of offset collision, as shown in FIG. 9(c), initially high-
power module back surface 24 of high-power module
housing 23 is brought into contact with dash panel 4 (at
portion C in FIG. 9(c)). Therefore, charging/discharging
harness connection terminal 26 disposed inside of har-
ness connection concave portion 25 can be prevented
from contacting with dash panel 4, so that charging/dis-
charging harness 51 can be protected.
[0055] The charging/discharging harness routing
structure according to the embodiment can perform the
following effects.

(1) In electric vehicle 1, high-power unit (inverter 21,
high-power module 22) 20 disposed in motor room
2 to supply drive current to motor drive unit 10 as a
running drive source, and battery pack 30 disposed
below vehicle body floor 3 are connected to each
other through charging/discharging harness 51,
high-power unit (high-power module) 22 including
unit back surface (high-power module back surface)
24 that faces dash panel 4 upright extending be-
tween motor room 2 and vehicle body floor 3, and
harness connection concave portion 25 recessed
from unit back surface 24 toward an inside of high-
power unit 22, wherein charging/discharging har-
ness connection terminal 26 to which one end 51a
of charging/discharging harness 51 is connected is
disposed inside of harness connection concave por-
tion 25. With this arrangement, when an external
force is inputted to electric vehicle 1, charging/dis-
charging harness connection terminal 26 can be pre-
vented from interfering with dash panel 4 so that
charging/discharging harness 51 can be protected.
(2) Harness connection concave portion 25 includes
eaves inner surface 25a that faces downward of the
vehicle, and charging/discharging harness connec-
tion terminal 26 is disposed on eaves inner surface
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25a so as to face downwardly. With this arrange-
ment, charging/discharging harness 51 downward
extends along unit back surface 24 so that charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 and dash panel 4 are
located parallel with each other. Therefore, charg-
ing/discharging harness 51 and dash panel 4 hardly
interfere with each other, so that charging/discharg-
ing harness 51 can be more effectively protected.
(3) High-power unit (inverter) 21 includes harness
retreat concave portion 21c in a region located down-
ward of harness connection concave portion 25, har-
ness retreat concave portion 21c being recessed
from unit back surface (inverter back surface) 21b
toward an inside of high-power unit (inverter) 21.
Charging/discharging harness 51 is accommodated
in harness retreat concave portion 21c. With this ar-
rangement, charging/discharging harness 51 can be
protected regardless of a direction in which an ex-
ternal force that is inputted to electric vehicle 1.
(4) High-power unit (high-power module) 22 and
electrical energy receiving portion (charging port) 40
to which external electric power to be charged to
battery pack 30 is inputted are connected to each
other through charging harness 52. Harness con-
nection concave portion 25 accommodates charging
harness connection terminals (rapid charging har-
ness connection terminal 27a and ordinary charging
harness connection terminal 27b) to which one ends
53a, 54a of charging harness 52 are connected. With
this arrangement, when an external force is inputted
to electric vehicle 1, charging harness 52 can be pro-
tected.
(5) Harness connection concave portion 25 includes
eaves inner surface 25a that faces downward of the
vehicle, and charging harness connection terminals
27a, 27b are disposed on eaves inner surface 25a
so as to face downwardly. With this arrangement,
charging harness 52 can be downward routed along
unit back surface 24. Accordingly, charging harness
52 and dash panel 4 are located parallel with each
other, thereby hardly interfering with each other. As
a result, charging/discharging harness 51 can be
more effectively protected.
(6) Charging harness 52 includes rapid charging har-
ness 53 in which high-voltage current flows and or-
dinary charging harness 54 in which current with volt-
age lower than that of rapid charging harness 53
flows. Ordinary charging harness 54 is routed to ex-
tend between charging/discharging harness 51 and
dash panel 4 toward electrical energy receiving por-
tion (ordinary charging port) 42. With this structure,
it is possible to reduce impact that is added from
dash panel 4 to charging/discharging harness 51 by
ordinary charging harness 54.

[0056] Although the invention has been described
above by reference to the above embodiment of the in-
vention, the invention is not limited to the embodiment.

Further modifications and variations of the embodiment
described above will occur to those skilled in the art un-
less being diverted from the subject matter of the inven-
tion according to the following claims.
[0057] In the embodiment, inverter 21 and high-power
module 22 of high-power unit 20 are respectively accom-
modated in individual housings, and high-power module
22 is disposed on an upper side of inverter 21. However,
the arrangement of inverter 21 and high-power module
22 is not limited to the embodiment. For instance, inverter
21 and high-power module 22 may be accommodated
within the same housing to thereby form a one-piece unit,
or inverter 21 may be disposed on an upper side of high-
power module 22. Further, the DC/DC converter and the
charger within high-power module may be separated
from each other. In any case, high-power unit 20 is con-
stituted of a group of devices which includes the inverter,
the DC/DC converter and the charger and supplies drive
current to motor drive unit 10 as a running drive source.
[0058] Further, in the embodiment, charge of battery
pack 30 is carried out by connecting an external power
source (not shown) to charging port 40 as an electrical
energy receiving portion. However, charge of battery
pack 30 is not limited to the embodiment, and may be
carried out using an electromagnetic induction type non-
contact power supply device that includes a coil as the
electrical energy receiving portion and serves to transmit
electric power from a power supply side to an electrical
energy receiving side without contact therebetween by
magnetically connecting the coil to a primary coil on the
power supply side.
[0059] Further, in the embodiment, charging port 40 is
arranged on the front portion of motor room 2. However,
the arrangement is not limited to the embodiment, and
charging port 40 may be arranged to face a lateral side
surface of the vehicle. Furthermore, motor room 2 is di-
visionally formed not on the front portion of the vehicle
but on a rear portion of the vehicle.
[0060] In addition, in the embodiment, rapid charging
harness 53 and ordinary charging harness 54 are directly
connected to charging port 40 as shown in FIG. 2 and
FIG. 3. However, in order to enhance maintenance per-
formance of respective charging harnesses 53, 54, there
can be provided an intermediate connector that is de-
tachably connected with a front-side portion of the re-
spective charging harnesses which is connected to
charging port 40, and a rear-side portion thereof.

Claims

1. A charging/discharging harness routing structure in
an electric vehicle, comprising:

a high-power unit disposed in a motor room to
supply drive current to a motor drive unit as a
running drive source;
a battery pack disposed below a vehicle body
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floor;
a charging/discharging harness through which
the high-power unit and the battery pack are
connected to each other,
the high-power unit comprising:

a unit back surface that faces a dash panel
upright extending between the motor room
and the vehicle body floor; and
a harness connection concave portion re-
cessed from the unit back surface toward
an inside of the high-power unit,
wherein a charging/discharging harness
connection terminal to which one end of the
charging/discharging harness is connected
is disposed inside of the harness connec-
tion concave portion.

2. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the harness connection concave portion comprises
a ceiling surface that faces downward of the electric
vehicle, the charging/discharging harness connec-
tion terminal being disposed on the ceiling surface
so as to face downwardly.

3. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the high-power unit comprises a harness retreat con-
cave portion in a region located downward of the
harness connection concave portion, the harness re-
treat concave portion being continuously connected
to the harness connection concave portion and re-
cessed from the unit back surface toward the inside
of the high-power unit, the charging/discharging har-
ness being accommodated in the harness retreat
concave portion.

4. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the high-power unit comprises a harness retreat con-
cave portion in a region located downward of the
harness connection concave portion, the harness re-
treat concave portion being continuously connected
to the harness connection concave portion and re-
cessed from the unit back surface toward the inside
of the high-power unit, the charging/discharging har-
ness being accommodated in the harness retreat
concave portion.

5. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the high-power unit and an electrical energy receiv-
ing portion to which external electric power to be
charged to the battery pack is inputted are connected
to each other through a charging harness, and a
charging harness connection terminal connected
with one end of the charging harness is disposed

within the harness connection concave portion.

6. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the harness connection concave portion comprises
a ceiling surface that faces downward of the electric
vehicle, the charging harness connection terminal
being disposed on the ceiling surface so as to face
downwardly.

7. The charging/discharging harness routing structure
in an electric vehicle as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the charging harness comprises a rapid charging
harness in which a current with a high voltage flows
and an ordinary charging harness in which a current
with a voltage lower than the high voltage of the cur-
rent flowing in the rapid charging harness flows, the
ordinary charging harness being routed to extend
between the charging/discharging harness and the
dash panel toward the electrical energy receiving
portion.
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