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(54) POWER CONTROL DEVICE AND POWER CONTROL METHOD FOR HYBRID VEHICLE

(57) The present invention provides a power control
device for a hybrid vehicle that can allow power genera-
tion by a generator connected to a low-voltage battery
regardless of a charging rate of the low-voltage battery.
The hybrid vehicle includes: a motor (21) that can be
coupled to a drive wheel (18) of the vehicle; a generator
(22) that can be coupled to an internal combustion engine

(11); a first secondary battery (21) connected to the motor
(21); a second secondary battery (32) that is connected
to the generator (22), and a voltage of which is lower than
that of the first secondary battery (31) ; and a converter
(33) that steps up a DC voltage received from the second
secondary battery (32) and can output the stepped-up
DC voltage to the first secondary battery (31).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
controlling electric power of a hybrid vehicle.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, a hybrid vehicle that includes:
an internal combustion engine; a motor that can be cou-
pled to a drive wheel of the vehicle; a generator that can
be coupled to the internal combustion engine; a first sec-
ondary battery that is connected to the motor; a second
secondary battery that is connected to the generator, and
a voltage of which is lower than a voltage of the first sec-
ondary battery; and a converter that steps up a DC volt-
age received from the second secondary battery and out-
puts the stepped-up DC voltage to the first secondary
battery has been known.
[0003] For example, in a hybrid vehicle disclosed in
PTL 1, a transmission is provided between the internal
combustion engine and the drive wheel, and a clutch is
provided between the internal combustion engine and
the transmission. A power control device for this hybrid
vehicle collects rotational energy of the internal combus-
tion engine by the generator and stores the rotational
energy in the second secondary battery in a period from
disengagement between the internal combustion engine
and the transmission to engagement therebetween
again. Electrical energy of the second secondary battery
can be increased by the converter and can be stored in
the first secondary battery.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] PTL 1: JP-A-2012-228918

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] In the case where a charging rate of the second
secondary battery is high, it is difficult to store power in
the second secondary battery even when the internal
combustion engine causes the generator to generate the
power.
[0006] The present invention has been made in view
of the above problem and therefore provides a power
control device for a hybrid vehicle that allows a generator
to generate electric power regardless of a charging rate
of a second secondary battery.

Solution to Problem

[0007] According to an aspect of the present invention,

a power control device for a hybrid vehicle is provided.
The power control device is configured to supply electric
power that is generated by a generator to a first second-
ary battery via a second secondary battery and a con-
verter when a charging rate of the second secondary
battery is equal to or higher than a specified value or
when an increase rate of the charging rate of the second
secondary battery is equal to or higher than a specified
value.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0008] According to the present invention, the electric
power can be generated by the generator regardless of
the charging rate of the second secondary battery.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0009]

Fig. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
example of a hybrid vehicle in an embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating control processing
that is executed by a hybrid control unit in the em-
bodiment.
Fig. 3 is a characteristic graph of an engine in the
embodiment.

Description of Embodiments

[0010] A detailed description will hereinafter be made
on a preferred embodiment of the present invention with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In the present
specification and the drawings, components having the
substantially same functional configurations will be de-
noted by the same reference signs, and a description
thereon will not be repeated.

<1. Configuration example of hybrid vehicle>

[0011] A description will firstly be made on a configu-
ration example of a hybrid vehicle, to which a power con-
trol device in this embodiment is applied, with reference
to Fig. 1. The hybrid vehicle has a drive system, a power
supply system, and a control system.
[0012] The drive system has an engine 11, an auto-
matic transmission 12, a transfer case 13, a differential
mechanism 14, a first motor generator 21, and a second
motor generator 22. The power supply system has: a
high-voltage system including a first battery 31; a low-
voltage system including a second battery 32; and a
DC/DC converter 33. The control system has an engine
control unit 41 and a hybrid control unit 42.

(Drive system)

[0013] The engine 11 is an internal combustion engine

1 2 
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that uses gasoline, diesel fuel, or the like as fuel. When
power that is generated by the engine 11 is transmitted
to a wheel 18, drive power for the wheel 18 can be gen-
erated. The wheel 18 is a front wheel, for example, and
functions as a drive wheel.
[0014] The automatic transmission 12 is provided in a
power transmission path between the engine 11 and the
wheel 18, changes a speed of output rotation from the
engine 11, and transmits the output rotation to an axle
17 side. The automatic transmission 12 is a continuously
variable transmission, for example, but may be a multi-
stage transmission or the like. An output shaft of the au-
tomatic transmission 12 is coupled to the wheel 18 via a
reduction gear, the differential mechanism 14, and the
axle 17.
[0015] The first motor generator 21 is a three-phase
AC rotary electric machine, for example, and is connect-
ed to the first battery 31 via an inverter 23. An output
shaft 15 of the first motor generator 21 is coupled to the
wheel 18 via the reduction gear, the differential mecha-
nism 14, and the axle 17.
[0016] During motoring, the first motor generator 21
functions as a motor (a drive motor) that generates the
power by using electric power supplied from the first bat-
tery 31 and generates the drive power for driving the
wheel 18. During regeneration, the first motor generator
21 functions as a generator that is driven by the power
transmitted from the wheel 18 side in conjunction with
deceleration of the vehicle and generates the electric
power.
[0017] The second motor generator 22 is a generator
that is coupled to an output shaft 16 of the engine 11,
and is connected to the second battery 32. The second
motor generator 22 is also an alternator, can convert AC
power, which is generated when the second motor gen-
erator 22 is rotationally driven by the engine 11, into DC
power by a rectifier, and can supply the DC power to the
second battery 32.
[0018] The second motor generator 22 may have a
function as a starter motor for starting the engine 11. At
this time, the second battery 32 can supply the electric
power to the second motor generator 22 that functions
as the motor.
[0019] The transfer case 13 is provided between the
shaft on the output side of the automatic transmission 12
and the output shaft 15 of the first motor generator 21,
and has a transfer gear and a transfer clutch. The transfer
gear may be integrated with a gear of the differential
mechanism 14. The transfer clutch is a friction element
that is engaged or disengaged by a hydraulic pressure,
for example, and may be provided between the output
shaft 15 of the first motor generator 21 and the differential
mechanism 14.
[0020] The transfer case 13 changes an engaged state
of the transfer clutch so as to switch between allowance
and prohibition of torque transmission between the first
motor generator 21 and the axle 17. In the engaged state
of the transfer clutch, the vehicle is brought into a hybrid

travel mode in which, in addition to the power output from
the engine 11, the power output from the first motor gen-
erator 21 is transmitted to the wheel 18 and the vehicle
can be driven by both of the engine 11 and the first motor
generator 21.
[0021] In the hybrid travel mode, the first motor gener-
ator 21 can also be driven by the power transmitted from
the engine 11 side, and can generate the electric power.
For example, in the case where there is a surplus of the
output of the engine 11, the first motor generator 21 func-
tions as the generator by using some of the power of the
engine 11. In this way, energy efficiency of the engine
11 can be improved (see Fig. 3).
[0022] In a disengaged state of the transfer clutch, the
vehicle is brought into an engine travel mode in which
only the power output from the engine 11 is transmitted
to the wheel 18 and the vehicle can be driven by the
engine 11.

(Power supply system)

[0023] The first battery 31 is a secondary battery at a
relatively high voltage and is connected to the first motor
generator 21 via a first power wire 301. The first battery
31 supplies the electric power to the first motor generator
21 when being discharged, and can also be charged
when being supplied with the electric power generated
by the first motor generator 21.
[0024] The inverter 23 converts the DC power supplied
from the first battery 31 into the AC power, supplies the
AC power to the first motor generator 21, and drives the
first motor generator 21. In addition, the inverter 23 con-
verts the AC power supplied from the first motor gener-
ator 21 into the DC power, supplies the DC power to the
first battery 31, and charges the first battery 31.
[0025] The second battery 32 is a secondary battery
at a lower voltage than that of the first battery 31 and is
connected to the second motor generator 22 via a second
power wire 302. The second battery 32 can be charged
when being supplied with the electric power generated
by the second motor generator 22. For example, the sec-
ond battery 32 is connected to various electrical compo-
nents of the vehicle and functions as a power supply
thereof.
[0026] The DC/DC converter 33 is a converter that is
provided to a third power wire 303 for connecting the first
battery 31 and the second battery 32, and is connected
to both of the batteries 31, 32. The DC/DC converter 33
is a bidirectional converter that has both of a step-up
function and a step-down function, can step down a DC
voltage received from the first battery 31 to output the
stepped-down DC voltage to the second battery 32, and
can also step up the DC voltage received from the second
battery 32 to output the stepped-up DC voltage to the
first battery 31.
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(Control system)

[0027] Each of the engine control unit (ECU) 41 and
the hybrid control unit (HCU) 42 may partially or entirely
be constructed of a microcomputer, a microprocessor
unit, or the like, for example. The microcomputer or the
like may include: a central processing unit (CPU) that
executes various types of arithmetic processing; read on-
ly memory (ROM) that stores various control programs;
random access memory (RAM) that is used as a work
area to store data and execute the programs; and in-
put/output interfaces (I/O), and may have a general con-
figuration in which these components are mutually con-
nected by a bidirectional common bus. In addition, each
of the control units may partially or entirely be constructed
of a member in which firmware or the like can be updated,
or may partially or entirely be a program module or the
like that is executed by a command from the CPU or the
like.
[0028] The ECU 41 and the HCU 42 are mutually con-
nected in a manner to allow bidirectional communication
via a communication line such as a controller area net-
work (CAN), and bidirectionally communicates control in-
formation and various types of information pertaining to
a control target.
[0029] The ECU 41 is connected to various actuators
and sensors provided to the engine 11, an accelerator
pedal position sensor 53, and a vehicle speed sensor 54
via communication lines. The accelerator pedal position
sensor 53 detects an accelerator pedal position that is
an operation amount of an accelerator pedal. The vehicle
speed sensor 54 detects a rotational frequency of the
axle 17 or the wheel 18, for example. The ECU 41 detects
a speed of the vehicle (hereinafter a vehicle speed) on
the basis of a signal from the vehicle speed sensor 54.
The ECU 41 regulates a throttle valve opening degree,
ignition timing, a fuel injection amount, and the like on
the basis of signals received from the above sensors and
the HCU 42, and can thereby control an operation state
of the engine 11.
[0030] The ECU 41 is also connected, via communi-
cation lines, to the second motor generator 22 and a bat-
tery sensor 52 that is provided to the second battery 32.
The battery sensor 52 detects and outputs a charging
rate (SOC: a state of charge), charging history, a tem-
perature, the voltage, a current, and the like of the second
battery 32. The ECU 41 can control an actuation state of
the second motor generator 22 on the basis of the signals
received from the battery sensor 52 and the HCU 42.
[0031] In order to suppress overcharge and over-dis-
charge of the second battery 32, the ECU 41 controls the
actuation state of the second motor generator 22 on the
basis of a speed of the engine 11 and the like, and thereby
controls such that the charging rate SOC (hereinafter re-
ferred to as SOC2) of the second battery 32 fluctuates
within a specified range, more specifically, between a
specified upper limit value Amax2 and a specified lower
limit value Amin2.

[0032] For example, when the SOC2 falls below the
lower limit value Amin2, or when a magnitude (a rate) of
a speed ΔSOC2 at which the SOC2 is reduced is equal
to or higher than a specified upper limit value amax2, the
second motor generator 22 increases a power generation
amount or starts generating the electric power. When the
SOC2 is equal to or higher than the upper limit value
Amax2, or when the increase rate ΔSOC2 of the SOC2
is equal to or higher than the upper limit value amax2,
the second motor generator 22 reduces the power gen-
eration amount or stops generating the electric power.
[0033] Even in the case where the SOC2 is equal to
or higher than the upper limit value Amax2, or in the case
where the increase rate ΔSOC2 of the SOC2 is equal to
or higher than the upper limit value amax2, in a step-up
mode of the DC/DC converter 33, which will be described
below, the ECU 41 can cause the second motor gener-
ator 22 to generate the electric power and to supply the
electric power to the second battery 32 according to the
signal received from the HCU 42.
[0034] While achieving generation of requested drive
power for the vehicle, the HCU 42 integrally controls the
drive system and the power supply system so as to bring
the vehicle into an optimum driving state from a perspec-
tive of energy efficiency of the entire vehicle.
[0035] The HCU 42 is connected, via communication
lines, to the inverter 23, the first motor generator 21, and
a battery sensor 51 that is provided to the first battery
31. The battery sensor 51 detects and outputs SOC
(hereinafter referred to as SOC1) of the first battery 31
and the like. The HCU 42 outputs a command signal to
the inverter 23 so as to control an actuation state of the
first motor generator 21 on the basis of signals received
from various sensors provided to the first motor generator
21 and the battery sensor 51.
[0036] In order to suppress overcharge and over-dis-
charge of the first battery 31 while improving the energy
efficiency, the HCU 42 controls the actuation state of the
first motor generator 21, and thereby controls such that
the SOC1 fluctuates within a specified range, more spe-
cifically, between a specified upper limit value Amax1
and a specified lower limit value Amin1.
[0037] The HCU 42 is connected to the automatic
transmission 12 and the transfer case 13 via a commu-
nication line. The HCU 42 controls the operation state of
the engine 11 and an actuation state of the automatic
transmission 12 on the basis of information on the first
battery 31, information such as the vehicle speed and
the accelerator pedal position received from the ECU 41,
and information from the automatic transmission 12. In
addition, the HCU 42 controls an actuation state of the
transfer case 13 on the basis of signals received from
the ECU 41 and a sensor that detects a state of the trans-
fer case 13, and controls engagement/disengagement
of the transfer clutch, that is, switching of a travel mode.
[0038] For example, the HCU 42 calculates actuation
points (the speed/rotational frequency or the torque) at
which the engine 11 and the first motor generator 21 can
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be operated to generate the requested drive power in the
current driving state (a battery state, the vehicle speed,
and the like) of the vehicle. Then, the actuation states of
the engine 11, the first motor generator 21, the automatic
transmission 12, and the transfer case 13 are controlled
such that a sum of consumed energy of the engine 11
and the first motor generator 21 is minimized.
[0039] The HCU 42 is also connected to the DC/DC
converter 33 via a communication line. The HCU 42 con-
trols an actuation state of the DC/DC converter 33 on the
basis of the SOC2 received from the ECU 41 in addition
to the SOC1.

(Flowchart)

[0040] Fig. 2 illustrates an example of a processing
procedure for controlling the DC/DC converter 33 by the
HCU 42. This processing is repeatedly executed in spec-
ified cycles.
[0041] In step S1, it is determined whether the SOC2
of the second battery 32 is equal to or higher than the
upper limit value Amax2. If the SOC2 is equal to or higher
than the upper limit value Amax2, the processing pro-
ceeds to step S2. If the SOC2 is lower than the upper
limit value Amax2, the processing proceeds to step S4.
[0042] In step S2, it is determined whether the SOC1
of the first battery 31 is equal to or lower than the lower
limit value Amin1. If the SOC1 is equal to or lower than
the lower limit value Amin1, the processing proceeds to
step S3. If the SOC1 exceeds the lower limit value Amin1,
the processing proceeds to step S4.
[0043] In step S3, the DC/DC converter 33 is brought
into the step-up mode. That is, the electric power (the
DC voltage) of the second battery 32 is stepped up by
the DC/DC converter 33 and is then supplied to the first
battery 31 via the DC/DC converter 33. Thereafter, the
current processing is terminated.
[0044] When bringing the DC/DC converter 33 into the
step-up mode, the HCU 42 outputs the signal to the ECU
41, causes the second motor generator 22 to generate
the electric power, and causes the second motor gener-
ator 22 to supply the electric power to the second battery
32. In other words, the power generation amount of the
second motor generator 22 is not reduced, or the power
generation by the second motor generator 22 is not
stopped. At this time, the power generation amount of
the second motor generator 22 may be adjusted accord-
ing to the SOC1 or the like. Alternatively, the HCU 42
may be configured to directly control the actuation state
of the second motor generator 22 without interposing the
ECU 41.
[0045] In step S4, the DC/DC converter 33 is brought
into an unactuated mode. That is, the DC/DC converter
33 is controlled such that the electric power of the first
battery 31 is not output to the second battery 32 or that
the electric power of the second battery 32 is not output
to the first battery 31. Thereafter, the current processing
is terminated.

<2. Significance of each technical idea grasped from this 
embodiment>

[0046] As it has been described so far, the hybrid ve-
hicle according to this embodiment has: the engine 11;
the first motor generator 21 that can be coupled to the
drive wheel 18 of the vehicle; the second motor generator
22 that can be coupled to the engine 11; the first battery
31 that is connected to the first motor generator 21; the
second battery 32 that is connected to the second motor
generator 22, and the voltage of which is lower than that
of the first battery 31; and the DC/DC converter 33 that
is connected to the first battery 31 and the second battery
32.
[0047] The first battery 31 can supply the electric power
to the first motor generator 21. The first motor generator
21 can generate the drive power for the hybrid vehicle
by being supplied with the electric power. The second
motor generator 22 can generate the electric power when
being driven by the engine 11. The second battery 32
can store the electric power that is generated by the sec-
ond motor generator 22. The DC/DC converter 33 can
step up the DC voltage received from the second battery
32 and can output the DC voltage to the first battery 31.
[0048] The HCU 42 functions as a device for controlling
the electric power of such a hybrid vehicle.
[0049] When the charging rate SOC2 of the second
battery 32 is equal to or higher than the specified upper
limit value Amax2, the HCU 42 causes the second motor
generator 22 to generate the electric power and brings
the DC/DC converter 33 into the step-up mode (step S1
→ S3 in Fig. 2). In this way, the electric power that is
generated by the second motor generator 22 is supplied
to the first battery 31 via the second battery 32 and the
DC/DC converter 33. As indicated by one-dot chain ar-
rows in Fig. 1, while the electric power generated by the
second motor generator 22 is supplied to the second bat-
tery 32, the electric power (the DC voltage) of the second
battery 32 is stepped up by the DC/DC converter 33 and
is supplied to the first battery 31.
[0050] Accordingly, a similar effect to an effect that can
be exerted by practically eliminating a distinction be-
tween the first and second batteries 31, 32 and increasing
charging capacity is obtained, and the second motor gen-
erator 22 can generate the electric power regardless of
a magnitude of the SOC2. Even when the SOC2 is equal
to or higher than the upper limit value Amax2, the second
motor generator 22 can generate the electric power. In
addition, even when such power generation is not sup-
pressed, it is possible to avoid the overcharge of the sec-
ond battery 32 and thus to improve durability of the sec-
ond battery 32. Furthermore, the hybrid vehicle can use
the electric power generated by the second motor gen-
erator 22. Thus, the energy efficiency of the hybrid vehicle
can be improved. The above effect can be obtained with-
out adding a battery. Thus, it is possible to prevent wors-
ening of fuel consumption efficiency by suppressing
weight of the vehicle.
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[0051] The configuration of the drive system in the hy-
brid vehicle is not limited to that in this embodiment. For
example, the first motor generator 21 only needs to have
a function as the motor and may not have a function as
the generator. The second motor generator 22 only
needs to have a function as the generator and may not
have a function as the motor.
[0052] The configuration between the engine 11 and
the first motor generator 21 can be a given configuration.
For example, the transfer clutch may be provided be-
tween the shaft on the output side of the automatic trans-
mission 12 and the differential mechanism 14. In addition,
a clutch may be provided between the engine 11 and the
second motor generator 22. In summary, the drive sys-
tem may have: the motor that can be coupled to the drive
wheel of the vehicle; and the generator that can be cou-
pled to the engine 11.
[0053] A threshold value for determining whether to
bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the step-up mode (to
cause the second motor generator 22 to generate the
electric power) is not limited to the upper limit value
Amax2 of the SOC2, but may be a given value B2 within
a range that is larger than the lower limit value Amin2 of
the SOC2 and smaller than the upper limit value Amax2.
The value B2 can be determined according to a required
electric power amount that the second battery 32 is re-
quested to supply as the power supply of the various
electrical components, for example.
[0054] As a condition for determining to bring the
DC/DC converter 33 into the step-up mode (and cause
the second motor generator 22 to generate the electric
power), the HCU 42 may use a condition that the increase
rate ΔSOC2 of the SOC2 is equal to or higher than a
specified upper limit value bmax2 instead of or in addition
to the condition that the SOC2 is equal to or higher than
the above threshold value. That is, it only needs to de-
termine whether the SOC2 becomes equal to or higher
than the specified value or there is a high probability that
the SOC2 becomes equal to or higher than the specified
value.
[0055] When the SOC2 is lower than the upper limit
value Amax2, the HCU 42 brings the DC/DC converter
33 into the unactuated mode (step S1 → S4 in Fig. 2).
That is, the DC/DC converter 33 is controlled such that
the electric power of the second battery 32 is not output
to the first battery 31. In this way, the reduction of the
SOC2 is suppressed. Thus, it is possible to prevent the
over-discharge of the second battery 32 in advance and
to keep the second battery 32 in a state capable of sup-
plying the requested electric power as the power supply
of the various electrical components.
[0056] Here, when the SOC2 is lower than the upper
limit value Amax2, the HCU 42 may bring the DC/DC
converter 33 into a step-down mode. That is, the electric
power (the DC voltage) of the first battery 31 may be
stepped down by the DC/DC converter 33, and such elec-
tric power may be then supplied to the second battery 32
via the DC/DC converter 33.

[0057] A threshold value for determining whether to
bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the unactuated mode
or the step-down mode is not limited to the upper limit
value Amax2 of the SOC2, but may be a given value C2
within a range that is larger than the lower limit value
Amin2 of the SOC2 and smaller than the upper limit value
Amax2. The value C2 can be determined according to
the required electric power amount that the second bat-
tery 32 is requested to supply as the power supply of the
various electrical components, for example.
[0058] In addition, as a condition for determining to
bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the unactuated mode
or the step-down mode as described above, the HCU 42
may use a condition that the reduction rate ΔSOC2 of
the SOC2 is equal to or higher than a specified upper
limit value cmax2 instead of or in addition to the condition
that the SOC2 is lower than the above threshold value.
That is, it only needs to determine whether the SOC2
becomes lower than the specified value or there is a high
probability that the SOC2 becomes lower than the spec-
ified value.
[0059] When the charging rate SOC1 of the first battery
31 exceeds the lower limit value Amin1, the HCU 42 may
cause the second motor generator 22 to generate the
electric power and may bring the DC/DC converter 33
into the step-up mode. When the SOC1 is lower than the
upper limit value Amax1, the first battery 31 can be
charged. Thus, it is possible to supply the electric power
generated by the second motor generator 22 to the first
battery 31 via the second battery 32 and the DC/DC con-
verter 33.
[0060] When the SOC1 is equal to or lower than the
lower limit value Amin1, the HCU 42 in this embodiment
causes the second motor generator 22 to generate the
electric power and brings the DC/DC converter 33 into
the step-up mode (step S2 → S3 in Fig. 2). In this way,
the electric power that is generated by the second motor
generator 22 is supplied to the first battery 31 via the
second battery 32 and the DC/DC converter 33.
[0061] Thus, it is possible to increase the generated
electric power amount by the second motor generator 22
that is supplied to the first battery 31 and to improve the
energy efficiency. In addition, when the first battery 31 is
charged, and the SOC1 is increased to be higher than
the lower limit value Amin1, the electric power of the first
battery 31 can be used to drive the first motor generator
21. In this way, it is possible to extend a distance to empty
of travel using the drive power of the first motor generator
21, for example, a distance to empty in a motor travel
mode.
[0062] The threshold value for determining whether to
bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the step-up mode as
described above is not limited to the lower limit value
Amin1 of the SOC1, but may be a given value B1 within
a range that is larger than the lower limit value Amin1 of
the SOC1 and smaller than the upper limit value Amax1.
The value B1 can be determined according to a required
electric power amount that the first battery 31 is request-
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ed to supply as the power supply of the first motor gen-
erator 21, for example.
[0063] In addition, as the condition for determining
whether to bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the step-
up mode as described above, the HCU 42 may use a
condition that a reduction rate ΔSOC1 of the SOC1 is
equal to or higher than a specified upper limit value
amax1 instead of or in addition to the condition that the
SOC1 is equal to or lower than the above threshold value.
That is, it only needs to determine whether the SOC1
becomes equal to or lower than the specified value or
there is a high probability that the SOC1 becomes equal
to or lower than the specified value.
[0064] Furthermore, when determining that the SOC1
exceeds the specified value such as the upper limit value
Amax1 or that there is the high possibility that the SOC1
exceeds the specified value, the HCU 42 may bring the
DC/DC converter 33 into the unactuated mode or the
step-down mode. That is, the electric power of the second
battery 32 may not be output to the first battery 31, or the
electric power (the DC voltage) of the first battery 31 may
be stepped down by the DC/DC converter 33, so as to
supply such electric power to the second battery 32 via
the DC/DC converter 33. In this way, it is possible to
prevent the overcharge of the first battery 31 and to im-
prove durability of the first battery 31.
[0065] When an operation point of the engine 11 is in
a range where the energy efficiency of the engine 11 is
lower than a first specified value, the HCU 42 may cause
the second motor generator 22 to generate the electric
power and may bring the DC/DC converter 33 into the
step-up mode. In this way, the electric power generated
by the second motor generator 22 may be supplied to
the first battery 31 via the second battery 32 and the
DC/DC converter 33. Alternatively, when the operation
point of the engine 11 is in a range where the energy
efficiency of the engine 11 is equal to or higher than a
second specified value, the power generation amount of
the second motor generator 22 may be reduced, or the
power generation by the second motor generator 22 may
be stopped. In these cases, it is possible to improve the
energy efficiency of the engine 11. Hereinafter, a descrip-
tion will be made with reference to Fig. 3.
[0066] Fig. 3 illustrates an example of a characteristic
of the engine 11 that is defined by output torque Te and
a speed Ne as the operation point of the engine 11. Points
at which a fuel consumption rate as the energy efficiency
of the engine 11 is the same are connected by a level
line (a level fuel consumption line) that is indicated by a
thin solid line. For example, a range on a level fuel con-
sumption line 61 side from a level fuel consumption line
62 is a relatively low-load range. In such a range, the
energy efficiency of the engine 11 is lower than the first
specified value. When the operation point of the engine
11 is located at a point A in this range, the second motor
generator 22 generates the electric power. In order for
such power generation, the engine 11 has to drive the
second motor generator 22. Due to this load, the opera-

tion point of the engine 11 possibly moves from the point
A to a point B in a range that is on a level fuel consumption
line 63 side from the level fuel consumption line 62 and
where the energy efficiency of the engine 11 is equal to
or higher than the first specified value. When the DC/DC
converter 33 is brought into the step-up mode to enable
the above power generation, it is possible to promote the
above transition in the operation point of the engine 11.
[0067] Meanwhile, when the operation point of the en-
gine 11 is in a range (for example, a point C in Fig. 3)
where the energy efficiency is equal to or higher than the
second specified value, an increase in the load of the
engine 11 may be suppressed. For example, when the
DC/DC converter 33 is brought into the unactuated mode
or the step-down mode, the power generation by the sec-
ond motor generator 22 is suppressed in comparison with
the step-up mode. Thus, the increase in the load of the
engine 11 is suppressed. In this way, it is possible to
suppress the operation point of the engine 11 from mov-
ing to a range (for example, a point D) where the energy
efficiency is lower than the second specified value.
[0068] When calculating an actuation point (the speed
or the torque) at which the engine 11 can be operated to
generate the requested drive power, the HCU 42 may
calculate the above actuation point at which the engine
11 can be operated according to the actuation state of
the second motor generator 22. For example, in the case
where the power generation by the second motor gen-
erator 22 is suppressed at the time of calculating a max-
imum value or a minimum value of the torque that can
be output by the engine 11, the load of the engine 11
caused by driving the second motor generator 22 is set
to a specified value during no-power generation. When
the second motor generator 22 generates the electric
power, the above load of the engine 11 is set to a value
that corresponds to the power generation amount, for
example. In this way, it is possible to further accurately
calculate the actuation point at which the engine 11 can
be operated. Thus, it is possible to further effectively re-
duce the sum of the consumed energy by the engine 11
and the first motor generator 21.
[0069] The preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been described in detail so far with reference to
the accompanying drawings. However, the present in-
vention is not limited to such an embodiment. It is obvious
that a person who has basic knowledge in the technical
field to which the present invention pertains could have
easily arrived at various modification examples and ap-
plication examples that fall within the scope of the tech-
nical idea described in the claims. It is understood that
those naturally fall within the technical scope of the
present invention.

Reference Signs List

[0070]

11: Engine
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18: Wheel
21: First motor generator
22: Second motor generator
31: First battery
32: Second battery
33: DC/DC converter
42: Hybrid control unit

Claims

1. A device (42) for controlling electric power of a hybrid
vehicle, the power control device (42) comprising:

an internal combustion engine (11);
a motor (21) that can be coupled to a drive wheel
(18) of the vehicle;
a generator (22) that can be coupled to the in-
ternal combustion engine (11);
a first secondary battery (31) that is connected
to the motor (21);
a second secondary battery (32) that is connect-
ed to the generator (22), and a voltage of which
is lower than that of the first secondary battery
(31); and
a converter (33) that is connected to the first
secondary battery (31) and the second second-
ary battery (32), steps up a DC voltage received
from the second secondary battery (32), and can
output the stepped-up DC voltage to the first
secondary battery (31), wherein
the power control device (42) of the hybrid ve-
hicle is configured to supply electric power that
is generated by the generator (22) to the first
secondary battery (31) via the second second-
ary battery (32) and the converter (33) when a
charging rate (SOC2) of the second secondary
battery (32) is equal to or higher than a specified
value or when an increase rate of the charging
rate (SOC2) of the second secondary battery
(32) is equal to or higher than a specified value.

2. The power control device (42) of the hybrid vehicle
according to claim 1 being configured to
supply the electric power that is generated by the
generator (22) to the first secondary battery (31) via
the second secondary battery (32) and the converter
(33) when an operation point of the internal combus-
tion engine (11) is in a range where energy efficiency
of the internal combustion engine (11) is lower than
a specified value.

3. The power control device (42) of the hybrid vehicle
according to claim 1 or 2 being configured to
supply the electric power that is generated by the
generator (22) to the first secondary battery (31) via
the second secondary battery (32) and the converter
(33) when a charging rate (SOC1) of the first sec-

ondary battery (31) is equal to or lower than a spec-
ified value or when a reduction rate of the charging
rate (SOC1) of the first secondary battery (31) is
equal to or higher than a specified value.

4. The power control device (42) of the hybrid vehicle
according to any one of claims 1 to 3 being config-
ured to
control the converter (33) in a manner not to output
electric power of the second secondary battery (32)
to the first secondary battery (31) when the charging
rate (SOC2) of the second secondary battery (32) is
lower than the specified value or when a reduction
rate of the charging rate (SOC2) of the second sec-
ondary battery (32) is equal to or higher than a spec-
ified value.

5. A method for controlling electric power of a hybrid
vehicle including:

an internal combustion engine (11);
a motor (21) that can generate drive power of
the vehicle when being supplied with the electric
power;
a generator (22) that is driven by the internal
combustion engine (11) and can generate the
electric power;
a first secondary battery (31) that can supply the
electric power to the motor (21);
a second secondary battery (32) that can be
charged with the electric power generated by
the generator (22), and a voltage of which is low-
er than that of the first secondary battery (31);
and
a converter (33) that steps up a DC voltage re-
ceived from the second secondary battery (32)
and can output the stepped-up DC voltage to
the first secondary battery (31),
the power control method for the hybrid vehicle
comprising:
supplying the electric power that is generated
by the generator (22) to the first secondary bat-
tery (31) via the second secondary battery (32)
and the converter (33) when a charging rate
(SOC2) of the second secondary battery (32) is
equal to or higher than a specified value or when
an increase rate of the charging rate (SOC2) of
the second secondary battery (32) is equal to or
higher than a specified value.
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