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(54) Error feedback with detected constellation point

(57) The present invention relates to crosstalk esti-
mation within a wired communication system.

In accordance with an embodiment of the invention,
a transceiver (110i; 210i) for coupling to a transmission
line (Li) is configured, during the reception of a crosstalk
probing signal, to measure an error vector (331; 332)
between a received frequency sample (311; 312) of the
crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation
point (321; 322) onto which the received frequency sam-
ple is demapped, and to report error information

 indicative of the measured error vector

to a vectoring controller (130) for crosstalk estimation.
The transceiver is further configured to report demapping

information  indicative of the selected

constellation point onto which the received frequency
sample is demapped to the vectoring controller.

The present invention also relates to a vectoring con-
troller for estimating a crosstalk coefficient towards a
transmission line, to a method for measuring crosstalk
over a transmission line, and to a method for estimating
a crosstalk coefficient towards a transmission line.
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Description

Technical Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to crosstalk estimation within a wired communication system.

Technical Background of the Invention

[0002] Crosstalk (or inter-channel interference) is a major source of channel impairment for Multiple Input Multiple
output (MIMO) wired communication systems, such as Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) communication systems.
[0003] As the demand for higher data rates increases, DSL systems are evolving toward higher frequency bands,
wherein crosstalk between neighboring transmission lines (that is to say transmission lines that are in close vicinity over
part or whole of their length, such as twisted copper pairs in a cable binder) is more pronounced (the higher frequency,
the more coupling).
[0004] A MIMO system can be described by the following linear model: 

wherein the N-component complex vector X, respectively Y, denotes a discrete frequency representation, as a function
of the frequency/carrier/tone index k, of the symbols transmitted over, respectively received from, the N channels,
wherein the NxN complex matrix H is referred to as the channel matrix: the (i,j)-th component of the channel matrix H
describes how the communication system produces a signal on the i-th channel output in response to a signal being
transmitted to the j-th channel input; the diagonal elements of the channel matrix describe direct channel coupling, and
the off-diagonal elements of the channel matrix describe inter-channel coupling (also referred to as the crosstalk coef-
ficients),
and wherein the N-component complex vector Z denotes additive noise over the N channels, such as Radio Frequency
Interference (RFI) or thermal noise.
[0005] Different strategies have been developed to mitigate crosstalk and to maximize effective throughput, reach and
line stability. These techniques are gradually evolving from static or dynamic spectral management techniques to multi-
user signal coordination (or vectoring).
[0006] One technique for reducing inter-channel interference is joint signal precoding: the transmit data symbols are
jointly passed through a precoder before being transmitted over the respective communication channels. The precoder
is such that the concatenation of the precoder and the communication channel results in little or no inter-channel inter-
ference at the receiver. For instance, a linear precoder performs a matrix-product in the frequency domain of a transmit
vector X(k) with a precoding matrix P(k), the precoding matrix P(k) being such that the resulting channel matrix H(k)P(k)
is diagonalized, meaning the off-diagonal coefficients of the overall channel H(k)P(k) - and thus the inter-channel inter-
ference - mostly reduce to zero. Practically, and as a first order approximation, the precoder superimposes anti-phase
crosstalk pre-compensation signals over the victim line along with the direct signal that destructively interfere at the
receiver with the actual crosstalk signals from the respective disturber lines.
[0007] A further technique for reducing inter-channel interference is joint signal post-processing: the receive data
symbols are jointly passed through a postcoder before being detected. The postcoder is such that the concatenation of
the communication channel and the postcoder results in little or no inter-channel interference at the receiver.
[0008] The choice of the vectoring group, that is to say the set of communication lines, the signals of which are jointly
processed, is rather critical for achieving good crosstalk mitigation performances. Within a vectoring group, each com-
munication line is considered as a disturber line inducing crosstalk into the other communication lines of the group, and
the same communication line is considered as a victim line receiving crosstalk from the other communication lines of
the group. Crosstalk from lines that do not belong to the vectoring group is treated as alien noise and is not canceled.
[0009] Ideally, the vectoring group should match the whole set of communication lines that physically and noticeably
interact with each other. Yet, local loop unbundling on account of national regulation policies and/or limited vectoring
capabilities may prevent such an exhaustive approach, in which case the vectoring group would include a sub-set only
of all the physically interacting lines, thereby yielding limited vectoring gains.
[0010] Signal vectoring is typically performed at a traffic aggregation point, whereat all the data symbols concurrently
transmitted over, or received from, all the subscriber lines of the vectoring group are available. For instance, signal
vectoring is advantageously performed within a Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexer (DSLAM) deployed at a
central office (CO) or as a fiber-fed remote unit closer to subscriber premises (street cabinet, pole cabinet, etc). Signal
precoding is particularly appropriate for downstream communication (toward customer premises), while signal post-



EP 2 779 475 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

processing is particularly appropriate for upstream communication (from customer premises).
[0011] In the recommendation entitled "self-FEXT cancellation (vectoring) For Use with VDSL2 Transceivers", ref.
G.993.5, and adopted by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) on April 2010, the transceiver are configured
to send downstream or upstream pilot sequences over the so-called SYNC symbols, which occur periodically after every
256 DATA symbols. In G.993.5 recommendation, it is further assumed that the access node transmits and receives the
SYNC symbols over the vectored lines synchronously (super frame alignment) so as pilot signal transmission and
interference measurements are carried out synchronously over the respective transmission lines.
[0012] On a given victim line, error samples, which comprise both the real and imaginary part of the slicer error (or
receive error vector) as measured for a specific SYNC symbol on a per tone or group-of-tones basis are reported to a
vectoring controller for further crosstalk estimation. The error samples are correlated with a given pilot sequence trans-
mitted over a given disturber line in order to obtain the crosstalk coupling function from that disturber line. To reject the
crosstalk contribution from the other disturber lines, the pilot sequences are made orthogonal to each other, for instance
by using Walsh-Hadamard sequences comprising ’+1’ and ’-1’ anti-phase symbols. The crosstalk estimates are used
for initializing the precoder or postcoder coefficients.
[0013] Once the precoder or postcoder coefficients are initialized, the crosstalk coefficients keep on being tracked for
any channel variation, as well as for any residual error in the initial estimates of the crosstalk channels. This is typically
achieved by means of iterative update methods, such as Least Mean Square (LMS) methods, which gradually converges
towards the optimal solution with respect to a given cost function, presently the power of the residual crosstalk signal.
[0014] In the idealized linear model, orthogonal pilot sequences as per G.993.5 recommendation are very effective
and always produce accurate and unbiased estimates of the crosstalk channels (initialization) or of the residual crosstalk
channels (tracking). Yet, due to non-linear effects, the crosstalk estimates can have an undesired offset (or bias) that
drives the precoder or postcoder coefficients away from the actual crosstalk channels.
[0015] In high crosstalk environments for instance, the sum of the crosstalk vectors from all the pilot sequences
transmitted over all the disturber lines can be such that the receive vector (or receive frequency sample) goes beyond
the decision boundary of the demodulator. As a result, the error vector is reported against the wrong constellation point,
yielding an offset in the estimate of the nominal or residual crosstalk channel.
[0016] In G.993.5 recommendation, the ideal expected transmit vector is estimated by the receiver. The set of vectors
that can be used as pilots is restricted to two states: a normal state (+1) and an inverted state (-1), which is equivalent
to Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK) modulation. The receiver determines what the transmit vector is expected to be
(further referred to as demapping operation) based on determining the most probable half-plane, and this using only
information of the specific tone itself. Quadrature Phase Shift Keying (QPSK or 4-QAM) modulation could alternatively
be used for pilot modulation, in which case demapping is based on determining the most probable quadrant.
[0017] In the event of demapping errors, that is to say when the receiver selects a constellation point different from
the transmit constellation point, the reported slicer error has a completely wrong value. This leads to major inaccuracies
in the calculation of the crosstalk coupling coefficients (and thus of the precoder and postcoder coefficients) as the
vectoring controller is not aware of the fact that a demapping error has occurred within the receiver.
[0018] A possible known solution for dealing with demapping errors would be to use multiple demapping decisions
across multiple tones. Given that all probe tones in a particular SYNC symbol are all modulated with the same particular
bit from of a given pilot sequence, one can use multiple tones to do a joint estimation. This should be robuster than the
per-tone method, but in very low Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR) environments, the receiver could still make a wrong decision.
[0019] Another known solution is the communication of the used pilot sequence to the receiver. The advantage is that
the receiver does not need to make a decision anymore. The disadvantage is that sending a message each time in order
to change the pilot sequence is cumbersome, introduces delays in the initialization process, and reduces the flexibility
for the vectoring controller to change the pilot sequence on the fly.
[0020] Still another known solution is the reporting of the full received vector. The advantage is that the receiver does
not need to make a decision anymore. However, this solution suffers from a resolution problem: in case of high SNR,
one wants to realize a very high cancellation depth. A reduction of the crosstalk to a level below the noise would mean
that the error signal will be reduced to very small values compared to the received vector. The most efficient option for
error feedback in G.993.5 recommendation makes use of a binary floating point format. As the error vector gets smaller
during the convergence process, the exponent decreases, maintaining a constant relative quantization error. Therefore,
the absolute quantization error decreases during convergence, even with a small number of bits for error feedback. If
the full received vector is to be reported, the word length needs to be such that at the MSB side it can represent the
largest direct signal and at the LSB side it can represent the smallest error signal. Therefore, a certain absolute inaccuracy
is present. In the last stages of convergence, this absolute quantization error yields a relatively large inaccuracy. To
counteract this, many bits would be required to encode the error vector, which would increase the required bandwidth
for error feedback and thus would reduce the upstream data rate for the end-user.
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Summary of the Invention

[0021] It is an object of the present invention to alleviate or overcome the aforementioned shortcoming or drawbacks
of the known solutions.
[0022] In accordance with a first aspect of the invention, a transceiver for coupling to a transmission line is configured,
during the reception of a crosstalk probing signal, to measure an error vector between a received frequency sample of
the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped,
and to report error information indicative of the measured error vector to a vectoring controller for crosstalk estimation.
The transceiver is further configured to report demapping information indicative of the selected constellation point onto
which the received frequency sample is demapped to the vectoring controller.
[0023] Such a transceiver typically forms part of:

- a subscriber device that supports wired communication over a subscriber loop, such as a desktop, a laptop, a
modem, a network gateway, a media gateway, etc; or

- an access node (or access multiplexer) that supports wired communication to subscriber devices over an access
plant, such as a DSLAM, an Ethernet switch, an edge router, etc, and deployed at a CO or as a fiber-fed remote
unit closer to subscriber premises (street cabinet, pole cabinet, etc).

[0024] In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a vectoring controller is configured, during the transmission
of a crosstalk probing signal, to receive error information indicative of an error vector as measured by a transceiver
between a received frequency sample of the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point onto which the
received frequency sample is demapped. The vectoring controller is further configured to receive demapping information
indicative of the selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped from the transceiver,
and to estimate a crosstalk coefficient based on both the received error information and the received demapping infor-
mation.
[0025] Such a vectoring controller typically forms part of the access node.
[0026] In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a method for measuring crosstalk over a transmission
line comprises the steps of, during the reception of a crosstalk probing signal, measuring an error vector between a
received frequency sample of the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point onto which the received
frequency sample is demapped, and reporting error information indicative of the measured error vector to a vectoring
controller for crosstalk estimation. The method further comprises the step of reporting demapping information indicative
of the selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped to the vectoring controller.
[0027] In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a method for estimating a crosstalk coefficient towards
a transmission line, comprises the step of, during the transmission of a crosstalk probing signal, receiving error information
indicative of an error vector as measured by a transceiver between a received frequency sample of the crosstalk probing
signal and a selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped. The method further
comprises the steps of receiving demapping information indicative of the selected constellation point onto which the
received frequency sample is demapped from the transceiver, and estimating the crosstalk coefficient based on both
the received error information and the received demapping information.
[0028] In one embodiment of the invention, the demapping information comprises an index value selected from an
ordered index representation of constellation points of a constellation grid that is used to demap the received frequency
sample.
[0029] In one embodiment of the invention, the constellation grid is a BPSK constellation grid, and the demapping
information comprises 1 bit per reported frequency sample.
[0030] In an alternative embodiment of the invention, the constellation grid is a QPSK constellation grid, and the
demapping information comprises 2 bits per reported frequency sample.
[0031] In one embodiment of the invention, the error information comprises quantified In-phase (I) and Quadrature
(Q) components of the measured error vector.
[0032] In one embodiment of the invention, the I/Q components of the measured error vector are quantified using
floating point number representation.
[0033] In one embodiment of the invention, the I/Q components of the measured error vector uses a common exponent
value.
[0034] The vectoring controller makes use of error feedback reports from the transceivers to estimate the crosstalk
coefficients, and further to initialize or refine the coefficients of the precoder and postcoder.
[0035] In the proposed method, the error feedback report comprises two pieces of information:

- the I/Q components (real and imaginary parts) of the slicer error as measured by the transceiver, typically represented
as two binary floating point numbers comprising respective mantissa and exponent binary values; and
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- the decision that has been made by the transceiver as per the assumed transmit constellation point, with respect
to which the slicer error has been measured.

[0036] In case of BPSK demapping, this is one additional bit per reported error vector to indicate the chosen half plane.
In case of 4-QAM demapping, this corresponds to two additional bits per reported error vector to indicate the chosen
quadrant.
[0037] The vectoring controller can thus see whether the transceiver has made a demapping error, based on the
comparison of the additional bit(s) with the exact pilot sequence that was transmitted on the transmission line. If a
demapping error has occurred, the vectoring controller corrects the wrong error vector value back to a correct value,
and uses that corrected value in the crosstalk estimation process.
[0038] The proposed method allows for error reporting with the lowest possible quantization noise (e.g., by means of
floating point number representation) while being insensitive to demapping errors, and further allows the change on-
the-fly of the pilot sequence by the vectoring controller without prior notice to the subscriber device.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0039] The above and other objects and features of the invention will become more apparent and the invention itself
will be best understood by referring to the following description of an embodiment taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings wherein:

- fig. 1 represents an overview of an access plant;
- fig. 2 represents an access node and a subscriber device as per the present invention;
- fig. 3A represents the measured error vector of a receive frequency sample without any demapping error; and
- fig. 3B represents the measured error vector of a receive frequency sample with a demapping error.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0040] There is seen in fig. 1 an access plant 1 comprising a network unit 10 at a CO, a remote unit 20 coupled via
one or more optical fibers to the network unit 10, and further coupled via a copper loop plant to Customer Premises
Equipment (CPE) 30 at various subscriber premises.
[0041] The copper loop plant comprises a common access segment 40, wherein the subscriber lines are in close
vicinity with each other and thus induce crosstalk into each other, and dedicated loop segments 50 for final connection
to the subscriber premises. The transmission media is typically composed of high-category copper Unshielded Twisted
Pairs (UTP).
[0042] The remote unit 20 comprises a vectoring processing unit for jointly processing the data symbols that are being
transmitted over, or received from, the loop plant in order to mitigate the crosstalk induced within the common access
segment and to increase the communication data rates achievable over the respective subscriber lines.
[0043] There is seen in fig. 2 a remote unit 100 and CPEs 200i as per the present invention. The remote unit 100 is
coupled to the CPEs 200i through respective transmission lines Li, which are assumed to form part of the same vectoring
group.
[0044] The remote unit 100 comprises:

- DSL transceivers 110i;
- a Vectoring Processing Unit 120 (or VPU); and
- a Vectoring control Unit 130 (or VCU) for controlling the operation of the VPU 120.

[0045] The DSL transceivers 110i are individually coupled to the VPU 120 and to the VCU 130. The VCU 130 is further
coupled to the VPU 120.
[0046] The DSL transceivers 110i respectively comprise:

- a Digital Signal Processor (DSP) 111i; and
- an Analog Front End (AFE) 112i.

[0047] The CPE 200i comprises respective DSL transceivers 210i.
[0048] The DSL transceivers 210i respectively comprise:

- a Digital Signal Processor (DSP) 211i; and
- an Analog Front End (AFE) 212i.
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[0049] The AFEs 112i and 212i respectively comprise a Digital-to-Analog Converter (DAC) and an Analog-to-Digital
Converter (ADC), a transmit filter and a receive filter for confining the signal energy within the appropriate communication
frequency bands while rejecting out-of-band interference, a line driver for amplifying the transmit signal and for driving
the transmission line, and a Low Noise Amplifier (LNA) for amplifying the receive signal with as little noise as possible.
[0050] The AFEs 112i and 212i further comprise a hybrid for coupling the transmitter output to the transmission line
and the transmission line to the receiver input while achieving low transmitter-receiver coupling ratio, impedance-matching
circuitry for adapting to the characteristic impedance of the transmission line, and isolation circuitry (typically a trans-
former).
[0051] The DSPs 111i and 211i are respectively configured to operate downstream and upstream DSL communication
channels.
[0052] The DSPs 111i and 211i are further configured to operate downstream and upstream DSL control channels
that are used to transport DSL control traffic, such as diagnosis or management commands and responses. Control
traffic is multiplexed with user traffic over the DSL channel.
[0053] More specifically, the DSPs 111i and 211i are for encoding and modulating user and control data into digital
data symbols, and for de-modulating and decoding user and control data from digital data symbols.
[0054] The following transmit steps are typically performed within the DSPs 111i and 211i:

- data encoding, such as data multiplexing, framing, scrambling, error correction encoding and interleaving;
- signal modulation, comprising the steps of ordering the carriers according to a carrier ordering table, parsing the

encoded bit stream according to the bit loadings of the ordered carriers, and mapping each chunk of bits onto an
appropriate transmit constellation point (with respective carrier amplitude and phase), possibly with Trellis coding;

- signal scaling;
- Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT);
- cyclic Prefix (CP) insertion; and possibly
- time-windowing.

[0055] The following receive steps are typically performed within the DSPs 111i and 211i:

- CP removal, and possibly time-windowing;
- Fast Fourier Transform (FFT);
- Frequency EQualization (FEQ);
- signal de-modulation and detection, comprising the steps of applying to each and every equalized frequency sample

an appropriate constellation grid, the pattern of which depends on the respective carrier bit loading, detecting the
expected transmit constellation point and the corresponding transmit bit sequence, possibly with Trellis decoding,
and re-ordering all the detected chunks of bits according to the carrier ordering table; and

- data decoding, such as data de-interleaving, RS decoding (byte errors, if any, are corrected at this stage), de-
scrambling, frame delineation and de-multiplexing.

[0056] The DSPs 111i are further configured to supply transmit frequency samples to the VPU 120 before Inverse
Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) step for joint signal precoding, and to supply receive frequency samples to the VPU 120
after Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) step for joint signal post-processing.
[0057] The DSPs 111i are further configured to receive corrected frequency samples from the VPU 120 for further
transmission or detection. Alternatively, the DSPs 111i may receive correction samples to add to the initial frequency
samples before further transmission or detection.
[0058] The VPU 120 is configured to mitigate the crosstalk induced over the transmission lines. This is achieved by
multiplying a vector of transmit frequency samples with a precoding matrix P so as to pre-compensate an estimate of
the expected crosstalk (downstream), or by multiplying a vector of receive frequency samples with a crosstalk cancellation
matrix G so as to post-compensate an estimate of the incurred crosstalk (upstream).
[0059] Let N denote the total number of transmission lines within the vectoring group, and let i and j denote line indexes
ranging from 1 to N. Let k denote a frequency index ranging from 0 to K, and let l denote a data symbol transmission or
reception index.
[0060] In case of Frequency Division Duplexing (FDD) transmission, the frequency index k takes on different and
nonoverlapping range values depending on whether downstream or upstream communication is considered. In case of
Time Division Duplexing (TDD) transmission, the frequency index k may take on common range values for both down-
stream and upstream communications.

[0061] Let  denote the transmit downstream frequency sample to be transmitted over line Li at frequency
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index k during data symbol l by the transceiver 110i before crosstalk pre-compensation by the VPU 120. Let 

denote the transmit downstream frequency sample after crosstalk pre-compensation by the VPU 120. And finally, let

 denote the receive downstream frequency sample received from line Li at frequency index k during data

symbol l by the transceiver 210i.

[0062] Similarly, Let  denote the transmit upstream frequency sample to be transmitted over line Li at

frequency index k during data symbol l by the transceiver 210i. Let  denote the receive upstream frequency

sample received from line Li at frequency index k during data symbol l by the transceiver 110i. And finally, let 

denote the receive upstream frequency sample after crosstalk post-compensation by the VPU 120.
[0063] The following equations hold: 

and 

[0064] In the matrix P or G, a row i represents a particular victim line Li, while a column j represents a particular
disturber line Lj. At the intersection, the coupling coefficient that should be applied to the corresponding disturber transmit
or receive frequency sample for mitigating over the victim line Li the crosstalk from the disturber line Lj. Not all the
coefficients of the matrix need to be determined, for instance on account of limited vectoring capabilities first assigned
to the strongest crosstalkers, or still for instance due to the fact that some lines do not noticeably interact with each
other. The undetermined coefficients are preferably set to 0.
[0065] Also, it is noteworthy that a communication line Li for which vectoring operation is not supported or not enabled,
such as a legacy line, yet that still noticeably interferes with other communication lines, is only considered as a disturber
line within the vectoring group. The off-diagonal coefficients of the corresponding ith row of the matrix P or G are thus
all set to 0.
[0066] The VCU 130 is basically for controlling the operation of the VPU 120, and more specifically for estimating the
crosstalk coefficients between the transmission lines of the vectoring group, and for initializing or updating the coefficients
of the precoding matrix P and of the crosstalk cancellation matrix G from the so-estimated crosstalk coefficients.
[0067] The VCU 130 starts first by configuring the respective downstream and upstream pilot sequences to be used
over the respective transmission lines. The pilot digit transmitted over the transmission line Li at frequency index k during
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a given symbol period l is denoted as  The pilot sequences are mutually orthogonal, and comprises L pilot

digits  to be transmitted over L symbol periods with L ≥ N (in order to satisfy the orthogonality requirement).

[0068] The VCU 130 gathers respective slicer errors as measured during the detection of the pilot digits by the remote
transceivers 210i for downstream communication, and by the local transceivers 110i for upstream communication.
[0069] The slicer error as measured by the transceiver 110i or 210i over a victim line Li at frequency index k during

symbol period l is denoted as 

[0070] With regard to fig. 3A, and assuming BPSK is used for modulating the pilot signal, the slicer error is defined as
the error vector 331 between an equalized receive frequency sample 311 after crosstalk pre-compensation or post-
compensation, and a reference constellation point that has been selected by the receiver for demapping the receive
frequency sample 311, presently the constellation point 321, which corresponds to the normal state (+1).
[0071] The constellation point 322, which corresponds to the inverted state (-1) has been depicted too in fig. 3A,
together with the decision boundary line 340 for demapping the receive frequency sample. If the receive frequency
sample 311 belongs to the upper-right half plane delimited by the decision boundary line 340, then the constellation
point 321 (+1) is selected as being the most-probable transmit frequency sample; else if the receive frequency sample
310 belongs to the lower-left half plane, then the constellation point 322 (-1) is selected as being the most-probable
transmit frequency sample.

[0072] Let  and  denote the expected transmit constellation point for downstream and upstream

detection respectively. Thus we have:

 (6) for downstream detection within the transceiver 210i, and

 (7) for upstream detection within the transceiver 110i,

wherei Hii(k)-1 denotes the FEQ coeffi ci ent that is used over the transmission line Li at frequency index k, which shall

match the inverse of the direct transfer function Hii(k) as close as possible.

[0073] The slicer error  comprises both a real and an imaginary part quantified using a binary floating point

number representation: 

and 

wherein MR and MI denotes the respective binary mantissa values of the real and imaginary parts of the error vector

 encoded over a first given number of bits (typically 6),

and wherein E denotes a common binary exponent value of the real and imaginary parts of the error vector 

encoded over a second given number of bits (typically 4).
[0074] Alternative number representations can be envisioned as well, such as the use of distinct exponent values for
the real and imaginary parts of the error vector, the use of a fixed point number representation, etc.
[0075] The transceivers 110i and 210i are further configured to report to the vectoring controller 130 the measured

slicer error value  together with an index  of the selected constellation point with reference to

^
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which the slicer error  was measured (see Err-C and Err-R messages in fig. 1). With BPSK modulation, the

index  is 1 bit long (e.g., ’0’ for the normal state, and ’1’ for the inverted state), while with 4-QAM modulation,

the index  is 2 bits long (’00’, ’01’, ’10’ or ’11’ for the 4 respective constellation points of the 4-QAM constellation

grid).
[0076] So as to reduce the amount of error feedback information, interference measurements are typically available
at decimated frequency indexes k = k1.D1, wherein D1 denotes a frequency decimation factor.
[0077] Next, the VCU 130 determines whether a demapping error has occurred for the respective error measurement

 by comparing the reported constellation point index  with the corresponding transmit pilot digit

 that was used to modulate the corresponding transmit pilot frequency sample. Indeed, the VCU 130 has the

exact knowledge of the exact pilot sequence that was configured for a given transmission line in both downstream and

upstream directions, and thus can easily derive the actual transmit constellation point  that was used for a

given transmission line, a given direction of communication and a given symbol period.
[0078] If a mismatch is detected, then a demapping error has occurred, and the VCU 130 corrects the reported slicer
error value accordingly: 

wherein  denote the corrected slicer error value,

and wherein  is directly derived from the reported constellation point index 

[0079] With regard now to fig. 3B, and still assuming BPSK is used for modulating the pilot signal, another received
frequency sample 312 is depicted that crosses the decision boundary line 340 on account of strong crosstalk incurred
over the transmission line. As a result, the receiver demaps the receive frequency sample onto the wrong constellation
point 322 (-1), although the normal state 321 (+1) was transmitted, and thus report the wrong error vector 332, thereby
substantially biasing the crosstalk estimation process. If such a demapping error occurs, the VCU 130 corrects the error
vector back to the right value 333 as per equation 10.

[0080] Finally, the VCU 130 correlates the L (possibly corrected) error measurements  as measured over

the victim line Li over a complete acquisition cycle with the respective pilot digits of a pilot sequence transmitted over a
disturber line Lj so as to obtain an estimate of the equalized crosstalk coefficients Hi,j(k)/Hi,i(k) from the disturber line Lj

into the victim line Li at frequency index k. As the pilot sequences are mutually orthogonal, the contributions from the
other disturber lines reduce to zero after this correlation step.
[0081] The VCU 130 can now proceed with the computation or update of the precoding matrix P and of the crosstalk
cancellation matrix G from the so-determined crosstalk coefficients. The VCU 130 can use a first-order or second-order
matrix inversion to compute the coefficients of the precoding matrix P and of the crosstalk cancellation matrix G, or an
LMS iterative algorithm for updating the coefficients of the precoding matrix P and of the crosstalk cancellation matrix
G to their optimal value.
[0082] It is to be noticed that the term ’comprising’ should not be interpreted as being restricted to the means listed
thereafter. Thus, the scope of the expression ’a device comprising means A and B’ should not be limited to devices
consisting only of components A and B. It means that with respect to the present invention, the relevant components of
the device are A and B.
[0083] It is to be further noticed that the term ’coupled’ should not be interpreted as being restricted to direct connections
only. Thus, the scope of the expression ’a device A coupled to a device B’ should not be limited to devices or systems
wherein an output of device A is directly connected to an input of device B, and/or vice-versa. It means that there exists
a path between an output of A and an input of B, and/or vice-versa, which may be a path including other devices or means.
[0084] The description and drawings merely illustrate the principles of the invention. It will thus be appreciated that
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those skilled in the art will be able to devise various arrangements that, although not explicitly described or shown herein,
embody the principles of the invention and are included within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all examples recited
herein are principally intended expressly to be only for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in understanding the
principles of the invention and the concepts contributed by the inventor(s) to furthering the art, and are to be construed
as being without limitation to such specifically recited examples and conditions. Moreover, all statements herein reciting
principles, aspects, and embodiments of the invention, as well as specific examples thereof, are intended to encompass
equivalents thereof.
[0085] The functions of the various elements shown in the figures may be provided through the use of dedicated
hardware as well as hardware capable of executing software in association with appropriate software. When provided
by a processor, the functions may be provided by a single dedicated processor, by a single shared processor, or by a
plurality of individual processors, some of which may be shared. Moreover, a processor should not be construed to refer
exclusively to hardware capable of executing software, and may implicitly include, without limitation, digital signal proc-
essor (DSP) hardware, network processor, application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), field programmable gate array
(FPGA), etc. Other hardware, conventional and/or custom, such as read only memory (ROM), random access memory
(RAM), and non volatile storage, may also be included.

Claims

1. A transceiver (110i; 210i) for coupling to a transmission line (Li) and configured, during the reception of a crosstalk
probing signal, to measure an error vector (331; 332) between a received frequency sample (311; 312) of the
crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point (321; 322) onto which the received frequency sample

is demapped, and to report error information  indicative of the measured error vector to a vectoring

controller (130) for crosstalk estimation,

wherein the transceiver is further configured to report demapping information  indicative of the

selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped to the vectoring controller.

2. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 1, wherein the demapping information comprises an index value

 selected from an ordered index representation of constellation points (321; 322) of a constel-

lation grid that is used to demap the received frequency sample.

3. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 2, wherein the constellation grid is a Binary Phase Shift Keying
BPSK constellation grid,
and wherein the demapping information comprises 1 bit per reported frequency sample.

4. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 2, wherein the constellation grid is a Quadrature Phase shift Keying
QPSK constellation grid,
and wherein the demapping information comprises 2 bits per reported frequency sample.

5. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 1, wherein the error information comprises quantified In-phase I and
Quadrature Q components of the measured error vector.

6. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 5, wherein the I/Q components of the measured error vector are
quantified using a floating point number representation.

7. A transceiver (110i; 210i) according to claim 6, wherein the I/Q components of the measured error vector uses a
common exponent value.

8. A subscriber device (200) comprising a transceiver (210i) according to any of claims 1 to 7,
and wherein the subscriber device is communicatively coupled to the vectoring controller through the transmission
line.

9. An access node (100) comprising a transceiver (110i;) according to any of claims 1 to 7.
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10. A vectoring controller (130) for estimating a crosstalk coefficient towards a transmission line (Li), and config-

ured, during the transmission of a crosstalk probing signal, to receive error information  indicative

of an error vector (331; 332) as measured by a transceiver (110i; 210i) between a received frequency sample
(311; 312) of the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point (321; 322) onto which the received
frequency sample is demapped,

wherein the vectoring controller is further configured to receive demapping information  indicative

of the selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped from the transceiver, and
to estimate the crosstalk coefficient based on both the received error information and the received demapping
information.

11. An access node (100) comprising a vectoring controller (130) according to claim 10.

12. A method for measuring crosstalk over a transmission line (Li) and comprising the steps of, during the reception
of a crosstalk probing signal, measuring an error vector (331; 332) between a received frequency sample
(311; 312) of the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point (321; 322) onto which the received

frequency sample is demapped, and reporting error information  indicative of the measured error

vector to a vectoring controller (130) for crosstalk estimation,

wherein the method further comprises the step of reporting demapping information  indicative of

the selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped to the vectoring controller.

13. A method for estimating a crosstalk coefficient towards a transmission line (Li), and comprising the step of, during

the transmission of a crosstalk probing signal, receiving error information  indicative of an error

vector (331; 332) as measured by a transceiver (110i; 210i) between a received frequency sample (311; 312)
of the crosstalk probing signal and a selected constellation point (321; 322) onto which the received frequency
sample is demapped,

wherein the method further comprises the steps of receiving demapping information  indicative

of the selected constellation point onto which the received frequency sample is demapped from the transceiver, and
estimating the crosstalk coefficient based on both the received error information and the received demapping infor-
mation.
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