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(57) Provided is a communication method for an ad-
ministration node in a content centric network (CCN). The
communication method includes receiving a packet re-
questing deletion of an invalid content from a requesting
node that detects the invalid content, generating a con-
tent revocation list including a name of the invalid content

and a period of time over which the deletion is to be per-
formed, and flooding a data packet including the content
revocation list to the requesting node and a normal node
included in the CCN. Also provided are related commu-
nications methods for a receiving node and a normal
node, as well as the nodes themselves.
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Description

[0001] This application claims the benefit under 35
U.S.C. §119(a) of Korean Patent Application No.
10-2013-0025696 filed on March 11, 2013, in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office, the entire disclosure of which
is incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.
[0002] The following description relates to a commu-
nication method of an administration node, a requesting
node, and a normal node for deleting invalid content using
a content revocation list in a content centric network
(CCN), and to the nodes themselves.
[0003] In a content centric network (CCN), packets are
classified into content request packets and content reply
packets. A content request packet, also referred to as an
interest, includes a name of a requested content. A con-
tent reply packet includes the requested content and a
name of the requested content.
[0004] When a network device receives a content re-
quest packet, the network device may look up content
included in a storage of the network device by a content
name included in a header of the content request packet.
When corresponding content is present in the storage,
the network device may deliver the corresponding con-
tent to a requester. Unlike an Internet protocol (IP)-based
Internet, in which content may be obtained from an orig-
inal owner of the content, a CCN may enable an inter-
mediate node, in which a corresponding content is
cached in a storage space, to transmit the cached cor-
responding content as a reply. Accordingly, an average
length of a transmission route may be reduced. As a re-
sult, overall usage of a network may be reduced, in that
shorter transmission routes do not require as much net-
work load into to successfully transmit content when it is
requested.
[0005] This Summary is provided to introduce a selec-
tion of concepts in a simplified form that are further de-
scribed below in the Detailed Description. This Summary
is not intended to identify key features or essential fea-
tures of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to
be used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed
subject matter.
[0006] In one general aspect, a communication meth-
od performed by an administration node in a content cen-
tric network (CCN) includes receiving a packet request-
ing deletion of an invalid content from a requesting node
that detects the invalid content, generating, in response
to the packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
being received, a content revocation list including a name
of the invalid content and a period of time over which the
deletion is to be performed, and transmitting a data pack-
et including the content revocation list to the requesting
node and a normal node in the CCN.
[0007] The method may further include authenticating
the requesting node by using a digital signature in the
packet requesting deletion of the invalid content.
[0008] The generating of the content revocation list
may further include generating the content revocation list

in response to the authentication of the requesting node
using the digital signature being successful.
[0009] The packet requesting deletion of the invalid
content may include at least one of a name of the invalid
content, an identification (ID) for identifying a control op-
eration to be performed on the invalid content, additional
information associated with the control operation, and a
digital signature of the requesting node.
[0010] The data packet may further include at least one
of a name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be performed
on the invalid content, additional information associated
with the control operation, and a digital signature of the
administration node.
[0011] The administration node may be authorized to
generate a name of the content revocation list and to
create a digital signature in the data packet including the
content revocation list, and contains a security key.
[0012] The invalid content may include at least one of
a content for which a service is discontinued by a pub-
lisher, a content required for modification or update, and
a malicious content.
[0013] In another general aspect, a communication
method performed by a requesting node in a content cen-
tric network (CCN) includes generating a packet request-
ing deletion of an invalid content in response to the invalid
content being detected, transmitting the packet request-
ing deletion of the invalid content to an administration
node, receiving a data packet including a content revo-
cation list from the administration node, in response to
the transmission, and deleting the invalid content based
on the content revocation list, wherein the content revo-
cation list includes a name of the invalid content and a
period of time over which the deletion is to be performed.
[0014] The data packet may further include at least one
of a name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be performed
on the invalid content, additional information associated
with the control operation, and a digital signature of the
administration node, and the method may further include
certifying that the data packet is generated by the admin-
istration node by using the digital signature in the data
packet.
[0015] The method may further include transmitting a
packet requesting the content revocation list to the ad-
ministration node, and receiving a data packet including
the content revocation list, in response to the request.
[0016] In another general aspect, a communication
method performed by a normal node in a content centric
network (CCN) includes receiving a data packet including
a content revocation list, and deleting a content corre-
sponding to a name in the content revocation list from
contents stored in a content store, wherein the content
revocation list includes a name of an invalid content and
a period of time over which the deletion is to be per-
formed.
[0017] The method may further include maintaining the
content revocation list during the period of time over
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which the deletion is to be performed.
[0018] The data packet may further include at least one
of a name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be performed
on the invalid content, additional information associated
with the control operation, and a digital signature of an
administration node, and the receiving of the data packet
may include receiving the data packet including the con-
tent revocation list irrespective of whether an entry for
the data packet is present in a pending interest table (PIT)
in response to the ID for identifying the control operation
indicating that a content deletion operation is to be per-
formed on the invalid content.
[0019] The method may further include in response to
a case in which after the content is deleted, a content
corresponding to a name of the deleted content being
received, deleting the received content without caching
when the content having the name of the deleted content
is received within the period of time over which the de-
letion is to be performed.
[0020] The method may further include receiving a
packet requesting deletion of the invalid content from a
requesting node.
[0021] The packet requesting deletion of the invalid
content may include at least one of a name of the invalid
content, an ID for identifying a control operation to be
performed on the invalid content, additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital sig-
nature of the requesting node.
[0022] The method may further include recording a
face for flooding the data packet including the content
revocation list in a pending interest table (PIT) when the
ID for identifying the control operation in the packet re-
questing deletion of the invalid content indicates a con-
tent deletion operation to be performed on the invalid
content.
[0023] The recording of the face for flooding the data
packet may include recording, in the PIT, at least one of
all faces including a face through which the packet re-
questing deletion of the invalid content is received, at
least one of faces connected to the normal node, and a
remaining face other than a particular face to which the
data packet is forwarded.
[0024] The method may further include transmitting a
packet requesting the content revocation list to an ad-
ministration node, and receiving a data packet including
the content revocation list, in response to the request.
[0025] In another general aspect, a non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium storing a program
for a communication method performed by an adminis-
tration node in a content centric network (CCN), the pro-
gram including instructions for causing a computer to per-
form the first method presented above.
[0026] In another general aspect, an administration
node in a content centric network (CCN) includes a re-
ceiving unit configured to receive a packet requesting
deletion of an invalid content from a requesting node that
detects the invalid content, a generating unit configured

to generate, in response to the packet requesting deletion
of the invalid content being received, a content revocation
list including a name of the invalid content and a period
of time over which the deletion is to be performed, and
a flooding unit configured to transmit a data packet in-
cluding the content revocation list to the requesting node
and a normal node in the CCN.
[0027] The administration node may further include a
control unit configured to authenticate the requesting
node by using a digital signature in the packet requesting
deletion of the invalid content.
[0028] The generation unit may be further configured
to generate the content revocation list in response to the
authentication of the requesting node using the digital
signature being successful.
[0029] In another general aspect, a requesting node in
a content centric network (CCN) includes a generation
unit configured to generate a packet requesting deletion
of an invalid content in response to the invalid content
being detected, a transmitting unit configured to transmit
the packet requesting deletion of the invalid content to
an administration node, a receiving unit configured to re-
ceive a data packet including a content revocation list
from the administration node, in response to the trans-
mission, and a deletion unit configured to delete the
invalid content based on the content revocation list,
wherein the content revocation list includes a name of
the invalid content and a period of time over which the
deletion is to be performed.
[0030] The requesting node may further include a
transmission unit configured to transmit a packet request-
ing the content revocation list to the administration node,
and a receiving unit configured to receive a data packet
including the content revocation list, in response to the
request.
[0031] Other features and aspects will be apparent
from the following detailed description, the drawings, and
the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032]

FIG. 1 illustrates a method of processing a content
request packet in a node included in a content centric
network (CCN) according to a related art.
FIG. 2 illustrates a method of transmitting a content
request packet and transmitting a data packet in re-
sponse to the content request packet in a CCN ac-
cording to a related art.
FIG. 3 illustrates a method of deleting invalid content
using a content revocation list in an administration
node, a requesting node, and a normal node includ-
ed in a CCN according to an embodiment.
FIG. 4 illustrates a communication method for an ad-
ministration node in a CCN according to an embod-
iment.
FIG. 5 illustrates a communication method for a re-
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questing node in a CCN according to an embodi-
ment.
FIG. 6 illustrates a communication method for a nor-
mal node in a CCN according to an embodiment.
FIG. 7 illustrates a method of requesting deletion of
invalid content from a requesting node in a CCN ac-
cording to an embodiment.
FIG. 8 illustrates a method of flooding a content rev-
ocation list and deleting content using the content
revocation list in a CCN according to an embodiment.
FIG. 9 illustrates a method of deleting content includ-
ed in a content revocation list, based on a period of
time over which deletion is to be performed in a net-
work node in a CCN according to an embodiment.
FIG. 10 illustrates an administration node in a CCN
according to an embodiment.
FIG. 11 illustrates a requesting node in a CCN ac-
cording to an embodiment.
FIG. 12 illustrates a normal node in a CCN according
to an embodiment.

[0033] Throughout the drawings and the detailed de-
scription, unless otherwise described or provided, the
same drawing reference numerals will be understood to
refer to the same elements, features, and structures. The
drawings may not be to scale, and the relative size, pro-
portions, and depiction of elements in the drawings may
be exaggerated for clarity, illustration, and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0034] The following detailed description is provided
to assist the reader in gaining a comprehensive under-
standing of the methods, apparatuses, and/or systems
described herein. However, various changes, modifica-
tions, and equivalents of the systems, apparatuses
and/or methods described herein will be apparent to one
of ordinary skill in the art. The progression of processing
steps and/or operations described is an example; how-
ever, the sequence of and/or operations is not limited to
that set forth herein and may be changed as is known in
the art, with the exception of steps and/or operations nec-
essarily occurring in a certain order. Also, descriptions
of functions and constructions that are well known to one
of ordinary skill in the art may be omitted for increased
clarity and conciseness.
[0035] The features described herein may be embod-
ied in different forms, and are not to be construed as
being limited to the examples described herein. Rather,
the examples described herein have been provided so
that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and
will convey the full scope of the disclosure to one of or-
dinary skill in the art.
[0036] Hereinafter, the term "node" as used herein in-
cludes user terminals. Such user terminals that are re-
ferred to as "nodes" include a wide range of electronic
devices that are capable of communication in a content
centric network (CCN). For example, such electronic de-

vices include smart phones, smart TVs, personal com-
puters (PCs), lap-top computers, customer devices, for
example, robot cleaners, and devices in a CCN, for ex-
ample, access points. However, it is easily recognized
that the electronic devices listed above are only a few
examples of the wide variety of devices that are able to
participate in a CCN, and any electronic device, whether
mobile or no, that is capable of communicating with other
devices in a CCN, such as to share data, is potentially
suitable for inclusion in an embodiment.
[0037] FIG. 1 illustrates a method of processing a con-
tent request packet in a node included in a CCN accord-
ing to a related art.
[0038] The CCN, according to an embodiment, allows
requesting and providing for all entities included in the
CCN. Types of entities include services and devices, as
well as content.
[0039] In the CCN, a name of content functions as a
compass to find a node in which the corresponding con-
tent is stored, in that it helps locate the content, and func-
tions to distinguish the corresponding content from other
content. That is, in the CCN the name of content provides
directions that indicate how to traverse the network to
locate the content. For example, the name may include
path information that identifies a hierarchy of machines
and folders in the CCN that identify where the content is
located. Additionally, only one content corresponds to a
given name. Accordingly, each content uses its unique
name, and two contents having differing names may be
regarded as different contents even when the contents
include the same information.
[0040] For example, when two files include the same
content, but include different names, for example,
"/ABC.com/sait/video/intro.avi" and
"/ABC.com/sait/comm/video/intro.avi", the two files are
treated as different contents. This rule is useful in distin-
guishing different contents with similar names, in that un-
less two contents have identical names, they are consid-
ered to be different contents.
[0041] Referring to FIG. 1, a method of fetching content
based on a hierarchical name of the content, which is
also a method of processing a content request packet in
a CCN, also known as a named data network, is illustrat-
ed.
[0042] For example, a node included in the CCN re-
ceives, via a face 0 101 from, for example, another node,
a content request packet requesting content correspond-
ing to a hierarchical name of the content, such as,
"/ABC.com/Chulsoo/abc.avi/v3/s2".
[0043] In this example, a networking module of the
node determines whether the corresponding content is
stored in a content store 110 of the node by referring to
the hierarchical name of the content, "/ABC.com/Chul-
soo/abc.avi/v3/s2", included in the content request pack-
et discussed as having been received, above.
[0044] In response to the corresponding content being
determined to be present in the content store 110, the
node returns the corresponding content via the face 0
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101 through which the content request packet is re-
ceived.
[0045] Throughout this application, the term "face" is
used interchangeably with the term "interface", such that
where a "face" is referred to it is intended to mean "inter-
face," and vice versa. For example, a "face" or "interface"
may refer to an intermediary between two communicating
entities through which information is exchanged. How-
ever, "face" and "interface" are used throughout this ap-
plication in a manner that is appropriate to their context.
[0046] In contrast, in response to the corresponding
content being determined to be absent in the content
store 110, as shown in FIG. 1, the node determines
whether an entry stored with the same hierarchical name
of the content "/ABC.com/Chulsoo/abc.avi/v3/s2" is in-
cluded in a Pending Interest Table (PIT) 130 of the node.
A PIT manages requests for content that have been re-
ceived, but have not been responded to yet.
[0047] When the entry stored with the same hierarchi-
cal name of the content is determined to be included in
the PIT 130, as shown in FIG. 1, the node adds informa-
tion on the face 0 101 to the corresponding entry in the
PIT 130. More particularly, the corresponding entry in the
PIT 130 is changed to indicate that the face 0 101 is a
requesting face.
[0048] However, when the entry registered with the
same hierarchical name of the content is determined to
be absent in the PIT 130, the node further searches for
the corresponding entry by performing a lookup in a For-
warding Information Base (FIB) 150 based on the hier-
archical name of the content. Various techniques are
available to perform the lookup in the FIB 150 to perform
a further search. In this example, the node conducts a
search of the FIB 150 using longest prefix matching.
[0049] Subsequently, the node selects or determines
a face to be used to forward the content request packet.
In the example of FIG. 1, the selected face for this pur-
pose is a face 1 105. The selection or determination is
based on information registered in the FIB 150. After the
selection is made, the node transmits the content request
packet to the corresponding face 1 105.
[0050] In this example, the node registers, in the PIT
130, information ’0’ regarding the face 0 101 initially used
to receive the content request packet. The registration is
performed to facilitate delivery of a data packet that in-
cludes the corresponding content to a node that requests
the corresponding content when a relevant content re-
quest packet is received in the future. Additionally, in an
embodiment one of faces other than the requesting face
0 101 is selected or determined based on the FIB 150,
to be a face enabling the content request packet to be
forwarded.
[0051] FIG. 2 illustrates a method of transmitting a con-
tent request packet and transmitting a data packet in re-
sponse to the content request packet in a CCN according
to a related art.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 2, nodes 203 and 205 each
transmit a content request packet. In this example, the

content requested is identified as "Interest:
//CCN/AS/Youtube/psy1.avi". Such a request is issued
within the CCN to request content corresponding to a
name, for example, "/CCN/AS/Youtube/psy1.avi".
[0053] When nodes receive the content request pack-
et, the nodes search for the content corresponding to the
name of the content in content stores or caches of the
nodes. Such a search is carried out determine if the
nodes have direct local access to the data identified in
the content request packet. When the corresponding
content is present, nodes generate and transmit a data
packet along a transmission path of the content request
packet. Thus, nodes attempt to provide a requested data
packet as quickly as possible, such that traversing the
whole path to access a data packet is avoided if it is
possible to provide the data packet more quickly.
[0054] In this example, among nodes receiving the
content request packet, a node in which the correspond-
ing content is stored provides a data packet including the
content "/CCN/AS/Youtube/psyl.avi" to the nodes 203
and 205 requesting the data packet in response to the
content request packet being received. For example, the
node providing the content "/CCN/AS/Youtube/psyl.avi"
is called a publisher 201. As used herein, the term "pub-
lisher" is used interchangeably with the term "owner" or
"provider".
[0055] The data packet including the content
"/CCN/AS/Youtube/psyl.avi" provided by the publisher
201 is forwarded to and cached in another node or nodes
on the transmission path of the corresponding content.
In this example, the data packet is forwarded to and
cached in at least one of nodes 207 and 209.
[0056] In an embodiment, the data packet includes one
or more of a name of a requested content, a content
object, and a digital signature of a publisher.
[0057] FIG. 3 illustrates a method of deleting invalid
content using a content revocation list in an administra-
tion node, a requesting node, and a normal node included
in a CCN according to an embodiment.
[0058] Referring to FIG. 3, the CCN according to an
embodiment includes an administration node 301, a re-
questing node 303, and a normal node 305.
[0059] The administration node 301 refers to a node
that is authorized to generate and transmit a content rev-
ocation list to enable deletion of contents cached in
nodes. Aspects of which contents are to be deleted are
discussed further, below.
[0060] The requesting node 303 refers to a node that
transmits a packet requesting deletion of invalid content,
namely, a deletion request packet to the administration
node 301 when the invalid content is found.
[0061] The normal node 305 refers to remaining nodes
other than the administration node 301 and the request-
ing node 303 in the CCN. Hence, all of the nodes in the
CCN other than the administration node 301 and the re-
questing node 303 are normal nodes 305. FIG. 3 illus-
trates how the administration node 301, the requesting
node 303, and the normal node 305 interact to delete
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invalid content.
[0062] In 310, the requesting node 303 requests dele-
tion of invalid content to the administration node 301
when the invalid content is found.
[0063] In 320, when the administration node 301 re-
ceives a packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
from the requesting node 303, the administration node
301 authenticates the requesting node 303 through a dig-
ital signature of the requesting node 303 included in the
corresponding packet.
[0064] In 330, when the authentication of the request-
ing node 303 succeeds, the administration node 301 gen-
erates a data packet including a content revocation list,
and also creates a digital signature in the generated data
packet. For example, the content revocation list includes
one or names of the invalid content requested to be de-
leted in 310.
[0065] The content revocation list corresponds to a
CCN content including a list describing one or more
names of content to be deleted and a period of time over
which the deletion is to be performed.
[0066] In an example embodiment, the content revo-
cation list includes version information, and when a new
content revocation list is generated and propagated
through the CCN, nodes in a CCN identify an updated
content revocation list using the version information. The
version information allows node in the CCN to determine
which content revocation list is the most up-to-date. As
examples, the version information is included in a content
revocation list or an additional information field of a data
packet including the content revocation list.
[0067] In 340, the administration node 301 transmits a
data packet including the content revocation list to the
requesting node 303 and the normal node 305.
[0068] When the administration node 301 transmits the
data packet including the content revocation list to the
requesting node 303, in an embodiment the administra-
tion node 301 transmits the data packet along a path
through which the deletion request packet is received.
[0069] In 350, when the requesting node 303 and the
normal node 305 receive the data packet that includes
the content revocation list, the requesting node 303 and
the normal node 305 flood the data packet including the
content revocation list to neighboring network nodes on
the transmission path. Flooding in this context refers to
a routing process in which every incoming packet is sent
through every outgoing link except the one it arrives on.
The flooding may be controlled flooding to ensure that
the flooding terminates.
[0070] In 360, after the normal node 305 receives the
data packet including the content revocation list in 340
or 350, the normal node 305 verifies the signature in the
content revocation list.
[0071] In 370, the normal node 305 deletes content
corresponding to a name included in the content revoca-
tion list from a content store, and maintain the content
revocation list during a predetermined period of time over
which the deletion is to be performed, described in the

content revocation list. By deleting the content corre-
sponding to a name included in the content revocation
list, an embodiment is able to make sure that cached
information does not retain information that is obsolete
and/or dangerous.
[0072] FIG. 4 illustrates a communication method for
an administration node in a CCN according to an embod-
iment.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 4, in 410, the method receives
a packet requesting deletion of invalid content. For ex-
ample, the administration node according to an embod-
iment receives a deletion request packet from a request-
ing node when the requesting node detects invalid con-
tent.
[0074] The invalid content corresponds to content to
be deleted or abnormal content. The invalid content in-
clude, for example, at least one of content for which a
service is discontinued by a publisher, content flooded
to network nodes but required for modification or an up-
date due to version up or other reasons, a malicious con-
tent infected with a virus and the like. However, these
are only examples of invalid content, and many other
types of invalid content exist that may need to be deleted.
Invalid content includes content where storing the con-
tent presents a danger, such as a security danger, and/or
content that is obsolete or otherwise no longer needed.
[0075] For example, the deletion request packet in-
cludes at least one of a name of invalid content, an iden-
tification (ID) for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, for example, an operation
ID (OID), additional information associated with the con-
trol operation, and a digital signature of a requesting
node. These pieces of information are useful because
they define parameters of how the deletion is to be per-
formed or otherwise facilitate the performance of the de-
letion.
[0076] In 420, the method authenticates the requesting
node using a digital signature. For example, the admin-
istration node authenticates the requesting node through
the digital signature included in the deletion request pack-
et received in 410.
[0077] In 430, the method determines whether the au-
thentication succeeds. For example, the administration
node determines whether the authentication succeeds.
In this example, when the authentication fails, the admin-
istration node terminates the process.
[0078] In 440, the method generates a content revo-
cation list. For example, when the authentication suc-
ceeds in 430, the administration node generates a con-
tent revocation list. In this example, the content revoca-
tion list describes a name of invalid content and a pre-
determined period of time over which deletion is to be
performed.
[0079] In 450, the method floods a data packet includ-
ing a content revocation list to a normal node and the
requesting node. For example, the administration node
floods a data packet including the content revocation list
to the requesting node and a normal node included in
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the CCN.
[0080] For example, the data packet includes a content
revocation list. Optionally, the data packet further in-
cludes a name of the content revocation list, an ID for
identifying a control operation to be performed on invalid
content, additional information associated with the con-
trol operation, and a digital signature of an administration
node. As discussed above, these pieces of information
are useful because they define parameters of how the
deletion is to be performed or otherwise facilitate the per-
formance of the deletion.
[0081] According to an embodiment, the administra-
tion node corresponds to a node having authority over
control functions associated with content deletion, rather
than managing an entire network domain. Accordingly,
at least one network node serve as an administration
node without requiring the need for separate equipment
such as, for example, a central server.
[0082] In a case where a publisher is given authority
to manage its content, the publisher generates and trans-
mits a content revocation list to cause contents of the
publisher to be deleted.
[0083] However, in order to preserve the integrity of
data in the network, some embodiments provide security
features. In an example, the administration node is au-
thorized to generate a name of a content revocation list
and to create a digital signature in a data packet including
the content revocation list, and contains a security key.
In this case, a method of assigning authority to the ad-
ministration node uses one of a variety of relevant meth-
ods of assigning authority to a network node. Such meth-
ods of assigning authority use a variety of approaches
to ensure security.
[0084] This embodiment shows that only one admin-
istration node generates and floods a content revocation
list. However, in other embodiments, a plurality of admin-
istration nodes are present in the network, and the plu-
rality of administration nodes generate a plurality of con-
tent revocation lists. In order to distinguish between the
plurality of content revocation lists, the lists are provided
with differing names. In this case, the administration
nodes generate names for the content revocation list us-
ing various methods. As noted above, a requirement for
generating the names for the content revocation lists is
that the names must be unique to ensure that it is possible
to distinguish between content revocation lists.
[0085] FIG. 5 illustrates a communication method for
a requesting node in a CCN according to an embodiment.
[0086] Referring to FIG. 5, in 510, the method gener-
ates a packet requesting the deletion of invalid content.
For example, the requesting node according to an em-
bodiment generates a deletion request packet when the
requesting node detects invalid content.
[0087] In 520, the method transmits a packet request-
ing the deletion of invalid content. For example, the re-
questing node transmits the deletion request packet to
an administration node.
[0088] In one example, the request for the invalid con-

tent to be deleted is made by all nodes in the network.
However, to prevent random deletion, another example
allows only a reliable requesting node having a trust re-
lationship with an administration node to generate and
transmit a deletion request packet.
[0089] For example, when the deletion request packet
is transmitted from a node included in a network domain,
the administration node potentially receives the deletion
request packet, and otherwise, discards the deletion re-
quest packet.
[0090] In an example, the trust relationship between
the administration node and the requesting node is
formed using a general trust model.
[0091] In 530, the method receives a data packet in-
cluding a content revocation list. For example, the re-
questing node receives a data packet including the con-
tent revocation list from the administration node in re-
sponse to the transmission performed in 520.
[0092] In an example, the content revocation list in-
cludes a name of invalid content and a period of time
over which deletion is to be performed. As noted above,
each content is uniquely named and hence a name of
invalid content is sufficient to identify and retrieve the
content. Also, the data packet potentially includes the
content revocation list. The data packet optionally further
includes one or more of a name of the content revocation
list, an ID for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, additional information as-
sociated with the control operation, and a digital signature
of an administration node. Additionally, the data packet
potentially includes other types of information that are of
use in the content revocation process.
[0093] When the requesting node receives the data
packet, in an example the requesting node certifies that
the data packet is generated by the administration node.
For example, the certification is performed by processing
a digital signature included in the data packet. Such cer-
tification is successful in response to the digital signature
being valid. When the certification succeeds, the request-
ing node receives the data packet, or deletes the invalid
content based on the content revocation list.
[0094] In 540, the method deletes invalid content
based on the content revocation list. For example, the
requesting node deletes the invalid content based on the
content revocation list.
[0095] In this example, the requesting node deter-
mines whether an ID for identifying a control operation
included in the data packet indicates a content deletion
operation to be performed on invalid content. In response
to the ID for identifying the control operation being deter-
mined to indicate a content deletion operation to be per-
formed on invalid content, the requesting node subse-
quently deletes the invalid content based on the content
revocation list.
[0096] FIG. 6 illustrates a communication method for
a normal node in a CCN according to an embodiment.
[0097] Referring to FIG. 6, in 610, the method receives
a packet requesting deletion of invalid content from a
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requesting node. For example, the normal node accord-
ing to an embodiment receives a packet requesting de-
letion of invalid content, from a requesting node. Such a
packet requesting deletion of invalid content is a deletion
request packet. In an example, the deletion request pack-
et includes one more of a name of invalid content, an ID
for identifying a control operation to be performed on the
invalid content, additional information associated with the
control operation, and a digital signature of a requesting
node.
[0098] In 620, the method determines whether an ID
for identifying a control operation corresponds to an ID
for deletion of invalid content. For example, the normal
node determines whether an ID for identifying a control
operation included in the deletion request packet indi-
cates a content deletion operation to be performed on
invalid content.
[0099] In response to the ID for identifying the control
operation being determined not to indicate a content de-
letion operation to be performed on invalid content in 620,
the normal node terminates the process. If the control
operation does not indicate a content deletion operation,
the remainder of the process is irrelevant, and so the
process is finished.
[0100] In contrast, when the ID for identifying the con-
trol operation is determined to indicate a content deletion
operation to be performed on invalid content in 620, in
630 the method records a face for flooding a data packet
including the content revocation list in a pending interest
table (PIT) of the normal node. For example, the normal
node records a face for flooding a data packet including
the content revocation list in a pending interest table (PIT)
of the normal node in 630.
[0101] Also, the normal node records at least one of
all faces including a face through which the deletion re-
quest packet is received, at least a portion of faces con-
nected to the normal node, and a remaining face other
than a particular face to which the packet is forwarded.
[0102] In an example, a face 0, a face 1, a face 2, and
a face 3 are connected to a normal node. In this example,
the face 0 corresponds to a node through which a deletion
request packet is received. The face 2 corresponds to a
node to which the packet requesting deletion is to be
forwarded. Additionally, the face 1 and the face 3 corre-
spond to the remaining faces connected to the normal
node. In this example, the normal node records, in a PIT
of the normal node, the face 0 through which the deletion
request packet is received and all the remaining nodes
other than the face 2 to which the packet requesting de-
letion is to be forwarded. In this example, the remaining
nodes are the faces 1 and 3. Here, the normal node
records the faces 0, 1, and 3 in the PIT of the normal node.
[0103] In 640, the method receives a data packet in-
cluding a content revocation list. For example, the normal
node receives a data packet including the content revo-
cation list flooded by an administration node or a request-
ing node. In an example, the content revocation list in-
cludes a name of invalid content and a period of time

over which deletion is to be performed. The data packet
potentially includes a content revocation list, and option-
ally further includes at least one of a name of the content
revocation list, an ID for identifying a control operation to
be performed on the invalid content, additional informa-
tion associated with the control operation, and a digital
signature of an administration node.
[0104] When the normal node receives the data packet
or control packet, including the content revocation list, in
an example the normal node verifies the digital signature
in the corresponding packet. Also, in an example the nor-
mal node executes processing according to the content
of the data packet or the control packet based on a result
of the verification.
[0105] When the ID for identifying the control operation
included in the data packet is determined to indicate a
content deletion operation to be performed on invalid
content in 640, in an example the normal node receives
the data packet including the content revocation list. In
this example, the reception of the data packet is per-
formed irrespective of whether an entry for the data pack-
et is present in the PIT of the normal node. However, in
other examples whether the data packet is present in the
PIT of the normal node plays a role in how the data packet
is managed.
[0106] In 650, the method deletes content included in
the content revocation list form contents stored in the
content store. For example, the normal node deletes con-
tent corresponding to a name included in the content rev-
ocation list from contents stored in a content store.
[0107] In 660, the method floods the data packet in-
cluding the content revocation list to the connected faces.
For example, the normal node transmits or floods the
data packet including the content revocation list via faces
connected to the normal node.
[0108] The normal node maintains the content revoca-
tion list during a period of time over which the deletion is
to be performed. In an example, this timing information
is included in the content revocation list.
[0109] FIG. 7 illustrates a method of requesting dele-
tion of invalid content from a requesting node in a CCN
according to an embodiment.
[0110] Referring to FIG. 7, when a requesting node
701 detects invalid content in the CCN according to an
embodiment, the requesting node 701 transmits a packet
requesting deletion of the invalid content, namely, a de-
letion request packet. The packet is transmitted to an
administration node 709, such as through normal nodes
703, 705, and 707 on a network path.
[0111] For this, the requesting node 701 generates the
deletion request packet when the requesting node 701
detects the invalid content.
[0112] A deletion request packet, as discussed above,
provides information about which content is to be deleted
from the CCN. For example, a deletion request packet
may be: "Interest://CCN/AS/Admin/ContentRevocation-
List.list", generated by the requesting node 701.
[0113] Such a deletion request packet is labeled as an
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"Interest". The packet includes at least one of O a name
of a content revocation list, which in the example is
"CCN/AS/Admin/ContentRevocationList.list", P an ID
for identifying a control operation to be performed on the
invalid content, "Delete_Request", Q additional informa-
tion associated with the control operation,
"CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi", and R a digital signature of
the requesting node 701, "Signature{SKUser,
(O|...|P|Q)}". These elements that are found in a packet
have been discussed above, and assist in the deletion
request process.
[0114] Through the deletion request packet, the re-
questing node 701 informs the administration node 709
that a content deletion operation is requested to be per-
formed, and enables transmission of the content revoca-
tion list over a transmission path of the deletion request
packet.
[0115] The content revocation list is not necessarily
transmitted over the transmission path of the deletion
request packet. However, according to characteristics of
a CCN in which a data packet is transmitted in response
to an interest after the interest occurs, the deletion re-
quest packet is transmitted in a type of an interest, in an
embodiment.
[0116] In an example, the deletion request packet is
transmitted to the administration node 709 through the
normal nodes 703, 705, and 707. Additionally, the net-
work includes a publisher node 711 that is not part of the
path.
[0117] In an embodiment, the deletion request packet
specifies an objective of the packet in a header explicitly
by defining an operation ID (OID) for content control as
shown in P.
[0118] In a case in which the operation ID indicates the
objective of the packet, the packet may include additional
information. For example, in a case in which the operation
ID indicates a control command for content deletion to
be performed, information associated with content to be
controlled is described in additional information in detail.
[0119] In an embodiment, to indicate content to be de-
leted, an additional information field is provided in a head-
er of the packet, as shown in Q.
[0120] A digital signature, for example, the digital sig-
nature shown in R, is added to the deletion request pack-
et in an embodiment to certify that the deletion request
packet is transmitted from a reliable network node and
to verify that the deletion request packet representing
significant information. Such verification helps ensure,
for example, that the content to be deleted is not coun-
terfeited, because the objective of the deletion request
packet is to request content to be deleted and a request
to delete counterfeit data could jeopardize the integrity
of the data in the CCN.
[0121] In FIG. 7, when the normal node 705 receives
the deletion request packet from the requesting node
701, the normal node 705 records, in a PIT of the normal
node 705, all the remaining faces connected to the nor-
mal node 705 other than a face to which the deletion

request packet is to be forwarded. The normal node 705
also records a face through which the deletion request
packet is received. Accordingly, when a data packet in-
cluding the content revocation list is received thereafter,
the normal node 705, in an example, floods the corre-
sponding data packet to neighboring nodes, thereby
achieving efficient content deletion throughout the entire
network because the flooding process helps ensure that
the data packet is propagated throughout the CCN so as
to perform efficient content deletion.
[0122] After the administration node 709 receives the
deletion request packet through the normal nodes 703,
705, and 707, the administration node 709, in the exam-
ple of FIG. 7, generate a data packet including the content
revocation list. Also, the administration node 709 floods
the network including the requesting node 701 and the
normal nodes 703, 705, and 707 with the generated data
packet.
[0123] The generated data packet includes elements
such as O a name of the content revocation list, for ex-
ample, "CCN/AS/Admin/ContentRevocationList.list", P
an ID for identifying a control operation to be performed,
for example, deletion, on the invalid content, for example,
"OID = Delete Request", S the content revocation list,
and T a digital signature of the administration node, for
example, "Signature[SKAdmin]".
[0124] In an example, the content revocation list S in-
cludes a name of invalid content, for example,
"/CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi", and a period of time over
which deletion is to be performed, for example, four
hours. As noted above, content revocation list S uniquely
identifies the content to delete and a timeframe for de-
leting such content.
[0125] Also, in an example, information associated
with a method of recording a face for flooding a data
packet is recorded in an additional information field. In
this example, additional information is described for a
normal node receiving a data packet to record, in a PIT
of the normal node, at least one of all faces including a
face through which a deletion request packet is received,
at least a portion of faces connected to the normal node,
and a remaining face other than a particular face to which
the data packet is forwarded.
[0126] FIG. 8 illustrates a method of flooding a content
revocation list and deleting content using the content rev-
ocation list in a CCN according to an embodiment.
[0127] Referring to FIG. 8, gradual deletion of invalid
content is implemented by flooding a data packet, includ-
ing a content revocation list, to each node in the CCN,
according to an embodiment, so that nodes in which
invalid content is cached may delete the invalid content.
[0128] An administration node 803 determines wheth-
er content deletion is needed by identifying and analyzing
a digital signature included in a content deletion packet,
and also generates a content revocation list.
[0129] In an example, the content revocation list cor-
responds to a CCN content, and may describe a name
of content to be deleted and a period of time over which
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deletion is to be performed, as discussed above. Also,
the content revocation list may include version informa-
tion. When a new content revocation list is generated and
flooded, network nodes identify an up-to-date content
revocation list using the version information to determine
which content revocation list is most up-to-date.
[0130] The administration node 803 transmits a data
packet including the content revocation list to a request-
ing node 807 along a transmission path of the deletion
request packet, namely, a face.
[0131] In the process of transmitting the data packet
to the requesting node 807, in an example a normal node
805 on the transmission path transmits the data packet
to neighboring nodes so that the network is flooded with
the content revocation list. By flooding the network with
the content revocation list, the network is efficiently and
thoroughly processed to delete the content form the net-
work in keeping with the parameters included in the data
packet.
[0132] In the example of FIG. 8, nodes in the network
receiving the data packet flooded by the administration
node 803 delete content corresponding to a name
"/CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi" included in the content rev-
ocation list "/CCN/AS/Admin/ContentRevocationList.list"
from content stores of the nodes. As discussed above,
if the content is included in the content revocation list,
there is a reason to remove that content from the nodes
and hence such content is deleted.
[0133] Also, optionally, the nodes receiving the data
packet including the content revocation list may maintain
the content revocation list during the period of time over
which deletion is to be performed, for example, four
hours. Such a time period provides the ability to control
the deletion process so that the deletion is performed
when appropriate, but it is not appropriate to continue
the deletion indefinitely.
[0134] In this example, the nodes receiving the data
packet including the content revocation list identify an
operation ID in a header of the data packet, and even
though the data packet is absent in PITs of the nodes,
receive the data packet in a case in which the data packet
includes the content revocation list.
[0135] Subsequently, the nodes receiving the data
packet identify a digital signature to verify whether the
data packet is generated by the administration node 803,
search content stores for content corresponding to a
name described in the content revocation list, and delete
the corresponding content.
[0136] In a case in which the content corresponding to
the name included in the deleted content is received, the
nodes receiving the data packet delete the corresponding
content, absent caching, when the corresponding con-
tent is received within the period of time over which de-
letion is to be performed, as described in the content
revocation list.
[0137] When a node is powered off, although included
in the network, the node may fail to receive the content
revocation list or the updated content revocation list that

is newer than a previous version, when flooded by the
administration node 803. Hence, an embodiment that en-
counters this problem may include functionality to over-
come the problem.
[0138] Thus, to address this problem, when the node
is powered on and starts to work in the network, the node
requests, from the administration node 803, the content
revocation list or the updated content revocation list
flooded by the administration node 803 that was dissem-
inated while the node was powered off, and receives the
content revocation list in response to the request. Hence,
even if nodes are inactive when content revocation lists
are distributed, the nodes are configured to ensure that
they are participating in the content revocation process
as soon as they are powered on.
[0139] Similar to the nodes described in the foregoing
that were previously powered on, when the node is pow-
ered on and starts to work, the node deletes content using
the received content revocation list or floods the received
content revocation list. Hence, when the node is powered
on, it acts as if it were powered on when the original
content revocation list is distributed.
[0140] Also, as shown in FIG. 8, a publisher 801 de-
letes the corresponding content when the publisher 801
receives the data packet including the content revocation
list.
[0141] A variety of circumstances qualify content for
deletion. For example, when contents cached in the net-
work nodes are found to be malicious content, for exam-
ple, malware or viruses, the content is deleted. Alterna-
tively, if the content is content that a publisher is unwilling
to flood, for example, content for which service is discon-
tinued by a publisher, deletion of the corresponding con-
tent is also performed.
[0142] However, in the CCN, recognizing all network
nodes in which particular content that needs to be deleted
is cached is potentially difficult.
[0143] Furthermore, even though a content deletion
command is transmitted to all network nodes in which
particular content is cached, a network node may fail to
receive the content deletion command. In this case,
transmission of content to be deleted sometimes still oc-
curs, and the corresponding content is cached again and
still exists on the network.
[0144] Such a scenario is subject to abuse by a network
attacker. For example, when a network attacker contin-
ues to request particular content, the corresponding con-
tent may be cached in network nodes for a long period
of time. As a result, significant contents are cached in
each network node for a relatively short period of time,
or may not be even cached due to competition for cache
space from less important content due to the activity of
the attacker.
[0145] Accordingly, to prevent network efficiency re-
duction and to reduce malicious content risks, deletion
of invalid content is performed gradually in embodiments
by flooding the network with a content revocation list in-
cluding a name of invalid content and a period of time
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over which deletion is to be performed.
[0146] FIG. 9 illustrates a method of deleting content
based on a period of time over which deletion is to be
performed, included in a content revocation list, in a net-
work node in a CCN according to an embodiment.
[0147] Referring to FIG. 9, after the invalid content is
deleted by a node 905, when content corresponding to
a name of the deleted invalid content is received, oper-
ation of the node 905 is illustrated.
[0148] In this example, the node 905 receives a data
packet including a content revocation list flooded by an
administration node 903, and deletes invalid content, for
example, "/CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi", based on an ID
for identifying a control operation included in the data
packet.
[0149] After the node 905 deletes the invalid content
"/CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi", when the node 905 re-
ceives content corresponding to the name of the invalid
content "/CCN/AS/youtube/psy1.avi" within the period of
time over which deletion is to be performed, for example,
four hours, the node 905 deletes the corresponding con-
tent, without caching it, based on the content revocation
list still being maintained in the node 905.
[0150] Also, after a publisher 901 deletes invalid con-
tent, when content corresponding to the name of the
invalid content is received, the publisher 901 deletes the
corresponding content using a content revocation list that
is still maintained in the publisher 901.
[0151] FIG. 10 illustrates an administration node in a
CCN according to an embodiment.
[0152] Referring to FIG. 10, the administration node
includes a receiving unit 1010, a generation unit 1020, a
control unit 1030, and a flooding unit 1040. However, the
administration node may include other elements in addi-
tion to or in lieu of these elements. In this example, the
administration node is authorized to generate a name of
a content revocation list and to create a digital signature
in a data packet including the content revocation list, and
the administration node contains a security key.
[0153] The receiving unit 1010 is configured to receive
a packet requesting deletion of invalid content, namely,
a deletion request packet, from a requesting node de-
tecting the invalid content. The invalid content may be
called abnormal content or content to be deleted, as has
been discussed above.
[0154] The deletion request packet includes at least
one of a name of invalid content, an ID for identifying a
control operation to be performed on the invalid content,
for example, an operation ID (OID), additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital sig-
nature of a requesting node. In an example, the additional
information includes information associated with content
requested to be deleted and version information of the
content requested to be deleted.
[0155] The generation unit 1020 is configured to gen-
erate a content revocation list including a name of invalid
content and a period of time over which deletion is to be
performed, in response to the deletion request packet

being received by the receiving unit 1010.
[0156] The flooding unit 1040 is configured to flood a
data packet including the content revocation list to the
requesting node and a normal node included in the CCN.
[0157] In an example, the data packet further includes
at least one of a name of the content revocation list, an
ID for identifying a control operation to be performed on
the invalid content, additional information associated with
the control operation, and a digital signature of the ad-
ministration node.
[0158] The control unit 1030 is configured to authenti-
cate the requesting node through the digital signature
included in the deletion request packet received by the
receiving unit 1010.
[0159] When the authentication executed by the con-
trol unit 1030 using the digital signature succeeds, the
generating unit 1020 generates the content revocation
list.
[0160] FIG. 11 illustrates a requesting node in a CCN
according to an embodiment.
[0161] Referring to the example of FIG. 11, the re-
questing node includes a transmitting unit 1110, a gen-
eration unit 1120, an authorization unit 1130, a deletion
unit 1140, and a receiving unit 1150. However, the re-
questing node may include other elements in addition to
or in lieu of these elements.
[0162] The transmitting unit 1110 transmits a packet
requesting deletion of invalid content to be deleted,
namely, a deletion request packet, to an administration
node.
[0163] The generation unit 1120 generates the dele-
tion request packet when invalid content is detected.
[0164] The receiving unit 1150 receives a data packet
including the content revocation list from the administra-
tion node in response to the transmission by the trans-
mitting unit 1110.
[0165] The data packet optionally further includes at
least one of a name of the content revocation list, an ID
for identifying a control operation to be performed on the
invalid content, additional information associated with the
control operation, and a digital signature of the adminis-
tration node.
[0166] The deletion unit 1140 deletes the invalid con-
tent based on the content revocation list included in the
data packet received by the receiving unit 1150. As dis-
cussed above, the content revocation list includes a
name of the invalid content and a period of time over
which the deletion is to be performed.
[0167] In an embodiment, the authorization unit 1130
certifies that the data packet is generated by a verified
administration node through the digital signature includ-
ed in the data packet. However, a digital signature is only
one way of verifying the data packet’s origin, and other
embodiments use different ways of verifying the data
packet’s origin.
[0168] FIG. 12 illustrates a normal node in a CCN ac-
cording to an embodiment.
[0169] Referring to the example of FIG. 12, the normal
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node includes a receiving unit 1210, a control unit 1220,
a deletion unit 1230, and a recording unit 1240. However,
the normal node may include other elements in addition
to or in lieu of these elements.
[0170] The receiving unit 1210 receives a data packet
including a content revocation list from an administration
node or a requesting node. The content revocation list
includes a name of invalid content and a period of time
over which deletion is to be performed.
[0171] When an ID for identifying a control operation
indicates a content deletion operation is to be performed
on invalid content, the receiving unit 1210 receives the
data packet including the content revocation list. In an
embodiment, the receiving unit receives the data packet
including the content revocation list irrespective of wheth-
er an entry for the data packet is present in a PIT.
[0172] The data packet optionally further include at
least one of a name of the content revocation list, an ID
for identifying a control operation to be performed on the
invalid content, additional information associated with the
control operation, and a digital signature of the adminis-
tration node.
[0173] The receiving unit 1210 receives a deletion re-
quest packet from the requesting node. For example, the
deletion request packet includes at least one of a name
of the invalid content, an ID for identifying a control op-
eration to be performed on the invalid content, for exam-
ple, an operation ID (OID), additional information asso-
ciated with the control operation, and a digital signature
of the requesting node.
[0174] The deletion unit 1230 deletes content corre-
sponding to a name included in the content revocation
list from contents stored in a content store of the normal
node.
[0175] The control unit 1220 maintains the content rev-
ocation list during the period of time over which deletion
is to be performed.
[0176] In a scenario in which the receiving unit 1210
receives content corresponding to the name of the de-
leted content after the content corresponding to the name
included in the content revocation list is deleted, the con-
trol unit 1220 controls the deletion unit 1230 to delete the
corresponding content without caching when the corre-
sponding content is received within the period of time
over which deletion is to be performed.
[0177] When an ID for identifying a control operation
included in the deletion request packet indicates a con-
tent deletion operation to be performed on the invalid
content, the control unit 1220 controls the recording unit
1240 so that it records a face for flooding the data packet,
including the content revocation list, in the PIT.
[0178] According to embodiments presented herein, a
reduction in network efficiency may be prevented and
malicious content risks may be reduced, by gradual de-
letion of invalid contents cached in network nodes.
[0179] Additionally, according to an embodiment, a
publisher may protect information properties of the pub-
lisher by direct control of a period of time over which

contents of the publisher are to be published or flooded.
[0180] The apparatuses and units described herein
may be implemented using hardware components. The
hardware components may include, for example, con-
trollers, sensors, processors, generators, drivers, and
other equivalent electronic components. The hardware
components may be implemented using one or more
general-purpose or special purpose computers, such as,
for example, a processor, a controller and an arithmetic
logic unit, a digital signal processor, a microcomputer, a
field programmable array, a programmable logic unit, a
microprocessor or any other device capable of respond-
ing to and executing instructions in a defined manner.
The hardware components may run an operating system
(OS) and one or more software applications that run on
the OS. The hardware components also may access,
store, manipulate, process, and create data in response
to execution of the software. For purpose of simplicity,
the description of a processing device is used as singular;
however, one skilled in the art will appreciated that a
processing device may include multiple processing ele-
ments and multiple types of processing elements. For
example, a hardware component may include multiple
processors or a processor and a controller. In addition,
different processing configurations are possible, such a
parallel processors.
[0181] The methods described above can be written
as a computer program, a piece of code, an instruction,
or some combination thereof, for independently or col-
lectively instructing or configuring the processing device
to operate as desired. Software and data may be em-
bodied permanently or temporarily in any type of ma-
chine, component, physical or virtual equipment, com-
puter storage medium or device that is capable of pro-
viding instructions or data to or being interpreted by the
processing device. The software also may be distributed
over network coupled computer systems so that the soft-
ware is stored and executed in a distributed fashion. In
particular, the software and data may be stored by one
or more non-transitory computer readable recording me-
diums. The media may also include, alone or in combi-
nation with the software program instructions, data files,
data structures, and the like. The non-transitory computer
readable recording medium may include any data stor-
age device that can store data that can be thereafter read
by a computer system or processing device. Examples
of the non-transitory computer readable recording medi-
um include read-only memory (ROM), random-access
memory (RAM), Compact Disc Read-only Memory (CD-
ROMs), magnetic tapes, USBs, floppy disks, hard disks,
optical recording media (e.g., CD-ROMs, or DVDs), and
PC interfaces (e.g., PCI, PCI-express, WiFi, etc.). In ad-
dition, functional programs, codes, and code segments
for accomplishing the example disclosed herein can be
construed by programmers skilled in the art based on the
flow diagrams and block diagrams of the figures and their
corresponding descriptions as provided herein.
[0182] As a non-exhaustive illustration only, a termi-
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nal/device/unit described herein may refer to mobile de-
vices such as, for example, a cellular phone, a smart
phone, a wearable smart device
[0183] (such as, for example, a ring, a watch, a pair of
glasses, a bracelet, an ankle bracket, a belt, a necklace,
an earring, a headband, a helmet, a device embedded
in the cloths or the like), a personal computer (PC), a
tablet personal computer (tablet), a phablet, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a digital camera, a portable game
console, an MP3 player, a portable/personal multimedia
player (PMP), a handheld e-book, an ultra mobile per-
sonal computer (UMPC), a portable lab-top PC, a global
positioning system (GPS) navigation, and devices such
as a high definition television (HDTV), an optical disc
player, a DVD player, a Blue-ray player, a setup box, or
any other device capable of wireless communication or
network communication consistent with that disclosed
herein. In a non-exhaustive example, the wearable de-
vice may be self-mountable on the body of the user, such
as, for example, the glasses or the bracelet. In another
non-exhaustive example, the wearable device may be
mounted on the body of the user through an attaching
device, such as, for example, attaching a smart phone
or a tablet to the arm of a user using an armband, or
hanging the wearable device around the neck of a user
using a lanyard.
[0184] While this disclosure includes specific exam-
ples, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
in these examples without departing from the spirit and
scope of the claims and their equivalents. The examples
described herein are to be considered in a descriptive
sense only, and not for purposes of limitation. Descrip-
tions of features or aspects in each example are to be
considered as being applicable to similar features or as-
pects in other examples. Suitable results may be
achieved if the described techniques are performed in a
different order, and/or if components in a described sys-
tem, architecture, device, or circuit are combined in a
different manner and/or replaced or supplemented by
other components or their equivalents. Therefore, the
scope of the disclosure is defined not by the detailed
description, but by the claims and their equivalents, and
all variations within the scope of the claims and their
equivalents are to be construed as being included in the
disclosure.

1. A communication method performed by an admin-
istration node in a content centric network (CCN),
comprising:

receiving a packet requesting deletion of an
invalid content from a requesting node that de-
tects the invalid content;
generating, in response to the packet requesting
deletion of the invalid content being received, a
content revocation list comprising a name of the
invalid content and a period of time over which

the deletion is to be performed; and
transmitting a data packet comprising the con-
tent revocation list to the requesting node and a
normal node in the CCN.

2. The communication method of clause 1, further
comprising:

authenticating the requesting node by using a
digital signature in the packet requesting dele-
tion of the invalid content.

3. The communication method of clause 2, wherein
the generating of the content revocation list further
comprises generating the content revocation list in
response to the authentication of the requesting
node using the digital signature being successful.

4. The communication method of clause 1, wherein
the packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
comprises at least one of a name of the invalid con-
tent, an identification (ID) for identifying a control op-
eration to be performed on the invalid content, addi-
tional information associated with the control oper-
ation, and a digital signature of the requesting node.

5. The communication method of clause 1, wherein
the data packet further comprises at least one of a
name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital
signature of the administration node.

6. The communication method of clause 1, wherein
the administration node is authorized to generate a
name of the content revocation list and to create a
digital signature in the data packet comprising the
content revocation list, and contains a security key.

7. The communication method of clause 1, wherein
the invalid content comprises at least one of a con-
tent for which a service is discontinued by a publish-
er, a content required for modification or update, and
a malicious content.

8. A communication method performed by a request-
ing node in a content centric network (CCN), com-
prising:

generating a packet requesting deletion of an
invalid content in response to the invalid content
being detected;
transmitting the packet requesting deletion of
the invalid content to an administration node;
receiving a data packet comprising a content
revocation list from the administration node, in
response to the transmission; and
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deleting the invalid content based on the content
revocation list,
wherein the content revocation list comprises a
name of the invalid content and a period of time
over which the deletion is to be performed.

9. The communication method of clause 8, wherein
the data packet further comprises at least one of a
name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital
signature of the administration node, and
the method further comprises certifying that the data
packet is generated by the administration node by
using the digital signature in the data packet.

10. The communication method of clause 8, further
comprising:

transmitting a packet requesting the content rev-
ocation list to the administration node; and
receiving a data packet comprising the content
revocation list, in response to the request.

11. A communication method performed by a normal
node in a content centric network (CCN), comprising:

receiving a data packet comprising a content
revocation list; and
deleting a content corresponding to a name in
the content revocation list from contents stored
in a content store,
wherein the content revocation list comprises a
name of an invalid content and a period of time
over which the deletion is to be performed.

12. The communication method of clause 11, further
comprising:

maintaining the content revocation list during the
period of time over which the deletion is to be
performed.

13. The communication method of clause 11, where-
in the data packet further comprises at least one of
a name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital
signature of an administration node, and
the receiving of the data packet comprises receiving
the data packet comprising the content revocation
list irrespective of whether an entry for the data pack-
et is present in a pending interest table (PIT) in re-
sponse to the ID for identifying the control operation
indicating that a content deletion operation is to be
performed on the invalid content.

14. The communication method of clause 11, further
comprising:

in response to a case in which after the content
is deleted, a content corresponding to a name
of the deleted content being received,
deleting the received content without caching
when the content having the name of the deleted
content is received within the period of time over
which the deletion is to be performed.

15. The communication method of clause 11, further
comprising:

receiving a packet requesting deletion of the
invalid content from a requesting node.

16. The communication method of clause 15, where-
in the packet requesting deletion of the invalid con-
tent comprises at least one of a name of the invalid
content, an ID for identifying a control operation to
be performed on the invalid content, additional infor-
mation associated with the control operation, and a
digital signature of the requesting node.

17. The communication method of clause 16, further
comprising:

recording a face for flooding the data packet
comprising the content revocation list in a pend-
ing interest table (PIT) when the ID for identifying
the control operation in the packet requesting
deletion of the invalid content indicates a content
deletion operation to be performed on the invalid
content.

18. The communication method of clause 17, where-
in the recording of the face for flooding the data pack-
et comprises recording, in the PIT, at least one of all
faces comprising a face through which the packet
requesting deletion of the invalid content is received,
at least one of faces connected to the normal node,
and a remaining face other than a particular face to
which the data packet is forwarded.

19. The communication method of clause 11, further
comprising:

transmitting a packet requesting the content rev-
ocation list to an administration node; and
receiving a data packet comprising the content
revocation list, in response to the request.

20. A non-transitory computer-readable storage me-
dium storing a program for a communication method
performed by an administration node in a content
centric network (CCN), the program comprising in-
structions for causing a computer to perform the
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method of claim 1.

21. An administration node in a content centric net-
work (CCN), comprising:

a receiving unit configured to receive a packet
requesting deletion of an invalid content from a
requesting node that detects the invalid content;
a generating unit configured to generate, in re-
sponse to the packet requesting deletion of the
invalid content being received, a content revo-
cation list comprising a name of the invalid con-
tent and a period of time over which the deletion
is to be performed; and
a flooding unit configured to transmit a data
packet comprising the content revocation list to
the requesting node and a normal node in the
CCN.

22. The administration node of clause 21, further
comprising a control unit configured to authenticate
the requesting node by using a digital signature in
the packet requesting deletion of the invalid content.

23. The administration node of clause 22, wherein
the generation unit is further configured to generate
the content revocation list in response to the authen-
tication of the requesting node using the digital sig-
nature being successful.

24. A requesting node in a content centric network
(CCN), comprising:

a generation unit configured to generate a pack-
et requesting deletion of an invalid content in
response to the invalid content being detected;
a transmitting unit configured to transmit the
packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
to an administration node;
a receiving unit configured to receive a data
packet comprising a content revocation list from
the administration node, in response to the
transmission; and
a deletion unit configured to delete the invalid
content based on the content revocation list,
wherein the content revocation list comprises a
name of the invalid content and a period of time
over which the deletion is to be performed.

25. The requesting node of clause 24, further com-
prising:

a transmission unit configured to transmit a
packet requesting the content revocation list to
the administration node; and
a receiving unit configured to receive a data
packet comprising the content revocation list, in
response to the request.

Claims

1. An administration node in a content centric network
(CCN), comprising:

a receiving unit configured to receive a packet
requesting deletion of an invalid content from a
requesting node that detects the invalid content;
a generating unit configured to generate, in re-
sponse to the packet requesting deletion of the
invalid content being received, a content revo-
cation list comprising a name of the invalid con-
tent and a period of time over which the deletion
is to be performed; and
a flooding unit configured to transmit a data
packet comprising the content revocation list to
the requesting node and a normal node in the
CCN.

2. The administration node of claim 1, further compris-
ing a control unit configured to authenticate the re-
questing node by using a digital signature in the
packet requesting deletion of the invalid content.

3. The administration node of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
generation unit is further configured to generate the
content revocation list in response to the authenti-
cation of the requesting node using the digital sig-
nature being successful.

4. The administration node of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
the packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
comprises at least one of a name of the invalid con-
tent, an identification (ID) for identifying a control op-
eration to be performed on the invalid content, addi-
tional information associated with the control oper-
ation, and a digital signature of the requesting node,
and wherein the data packet further comprises at
least one of a name of the content revocation list, an
identification (ID) for identifying a control operation
to be performed on the invalid content, additional
information associated with the control operation,
and a digital signature of the administration node.

5. The administration node of any of claims 1-4, where-
in the administration node is authorized to generate
a name of the content revocation list and to create
a digital signature in the data packet comprising the
content revocation list, and contains a security key,
and
wherein the invalid content comprises at least one
of a content for which a service is discontinued by a
publisher, a content required for modification or up-
date, and a malicious content.

6. The administration node of any of claims 1-5, where-
in the requesting node, comprising:
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a generation unit configured to generate a pack-
et requesting deletion of an invalid content in
response to the invalid content being detected;
a transmitting unit configured to transmit the
packet requesting deletion of the invalid content
to an administration node;
a receiving unit configured to receive a data
packet comprising a content revocation list from
the administration node, in response to the
transmission; and
a deletion unit configured to delete the invalid
content based on the content revocation list,
wherein the content revocation list comprises a
name of the invalid content and a period of time
over which the deletion is to be performed.

7. The administration node of any of claims 1-6, where-
in the requesting node, further comprising:

a transmission unit configured to transmit a
packet requesting the content revocation list to
the administration node; and
a receiving unit configured to receive a data
packet comprising the content revocation list, in
response to the request.

8. The administration node of any of claims 1-7, where-
in the data packet further comprises at least one of
a name of the content revocation list, an identification
(ID) for identifying a control operation to be per-
formed on the invalid content, additional information
associated with the control operation, and a digital
signature of the administration node, and
further comprises authorization unit configure to cer-
tify that the data packet is generated by the admin-
istration node by using the digital signature in the
data packet.

9. A communication method performed by a normal
node in a content centric network (CCN), comprising:

receiving a data packet comprising a content
revocation list; and
deleting a content corresponding to a name in
the content revocation list from contents stored
in a content store,
wherein the content revocation list comprises a
name of an invalid content and a period of time
over which the deletion is to be performed,
wherein the data packet further comprises at
least one of a name of the content revocation
list, an identification (ID) for identifying a control
operation to be performed on the invalid content,
additional information associated with the con-
trol operation, and a digital signature of an ad-
ministration node, and
the receiving of the data packet comprises re-
ceiving the data packet comprising the content

revocation list irrespective of whether an entry
for the data packet is present in a pending inter-
est table (PIT) in response to the ID for identify-
ing the control operation indicating that a content
deletion operation is to be performed on the
invalid content..

10. The communication method of claim 9, further com-
prising:

maintaining the content revocation list during the
period of time over which the deletion is to be
performed.

11. The communication method of claim 9 or 10, further
comprising:

in response to a case in which after the content
is deleted, a content corresponding to a name
of the deleted content being received,
deleting the received content without caching
when the content having the name of the deleted
content is received within the period of time over
which the deletion is to be performed.

12. The communication method of claim 9, 10 or 11, fur-
ther comprising:

receiving a packet requesting deletion of the
invalid content from a requesting node,
wherein the packet requesting deletion of the
invalid content comprises at least one of a name
of the invalid content, an ID for identifying a con-
trol operation to be performed on the invalid con-
tent, additional information associated with the
control operation, and a digital signature of the
requesting node, and

13. The communication method of claim 12, further com-
prising:

recording a face for flooding the data packet
comprising the content revocation list in a pend-
ing interest table (PIT) when the ID for identifying
the control operation in the packet requesting
deletion of the invalid content indicates a content
deletion operation to be performed on the invalid
content, wherein the recording of the face for
flooding the data packet comprises recording,
in the PIT, at least one of all faces comprising a
face through which the packet requesting dele-
tion of the invalid content is received, at least
one of faces connected to the normal node, and
a remaining face other than a particular face to
which the data packet is forwarded.

14. The communication method of any of claims 9-13,
further comprising:
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transmitting a packet requesting the content rev-
ocation list to an administration node; and
receiving a data packet comprising the content
revocation list, in response to the request.

15. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medi-
um storing a program for a communication method
performed by an administration node in a content
centric network (CCN), the program comprising in-
structions for causing a computer to perform the
method of any of claims 9-14.
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