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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a device for
holding a bone in a desired position.
[0002] One possible application for the device is hold-
ing a bone in a desired position, for example, to aid in
the healing of breaks, or holding several bony structures
or bones, notably vertebrae, in relative positions, for ex-
ample, to correct abnormal curvatures of the spine, which
includes scoliosis treatment.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The spine is formed of superposed vertebrae,
from the lumbar vertebrae to the cervical vertebrae, each
having an anterior part, which is the vertebral body, and
a posterior part, which is the vertebral arch (or neural
arch), the anterior and posterior parts enclosing the ver-
tebral foramen. Each vertebral arch is formed by a pair
of pedicles and a pair of laminae, and has transverse
processes and/or a spinous process (or neural spine)
projecting therefrom. The transverse and spinous proc-
esses project opposite to the vertebral foramen.
[0004] If the spine of a person has abnormal curvature,
the vertebrae are abnormally inclined relative to one an-
other. Typically, the lateral edges or the spinous proc-
esses of adjacent vertebrae are closer together or further
apart than they should be.
[0005] As a remedy for this situation different kinds of
known devices may be used to straighten the spine.
[0006] A first kind of device known in the art is a hook
and rod device with hooks that are hooked on the inner
surface of the vertebral foramen, and a rod for connecting
two or more hooks together. Known examples of hook
and rod devices are disclosed, for instance, in the PCT
patent application n° WO 2005/023126 and in US patent
n° US 4269178. However, using hooks may be difficult,
especially because their use increases the risk that the
physician (or other operative) might contact and poten-
tially damage the spinal cord that extends along the ver-
tebral foramen (which may result in paralysis of the pa-
tient).
[0007] Another kind of known device is a screw and
rod device with screws that are screwed into the verte-
brae, and a rod for connecting two or more screws to-
gether. A known example of screw and rod device is dis-
closed, for instance, in European patent n° EP
1575433B1. The screws typically are inserted in pairs
into the pedicles of a vertebra, on each side of the spinous
process, thereby constituting fixing points on the verte-
brae for holding the vertebrae. However, in some cases,
the pedicles are small or have deteriorated and may be
damaged or do not provide sufficient purchase to perma-
nently hold the screw.
[0008] Besides, hook and rod devices, as well as screw
and rod devices, generally produce a rigid connection

between the rod and each vertebra and, thus, between
the vertebrae to be held. However, in some cases it is
desirable to allow a controlled relative movement be-
tween these vertebrae.
[0009] Another kind of known device is disclosed in
patent documents EP 2052689 and WO 2009/047352.
It comprises a rod, a blocking body surrounding the rod
and a ligature. When using such a device, the ligature is
passed around a bone and through the blocking body,
and the rod is loaded into the blocking body. The ends
of the ligature are pulled so as to apply tension to the
ligature, the ligature and the rod being simultaneously
fastened to the blocking body by means of a fastening
system comprising a screw or a nut. Portion(s) of the
elongated member are clamped between outer face(s)
of the rod and inner face(s) of the blocking body. How-
ever, this device does not give complete satisfaction be-
cause it may be difficult to handle and/or to operate, es-
pecially during the fastening step. Moreover, the manu-
facturing of this device may be expensive, especially due
to the large number of parts that make up the device.
Finally, this device takes up much space, especially due
to the blocking body which surrounds the rod.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] According to one embodiment of the present
disclosure, there is provided a bone holding device com-
prising:

- at least one conformable elongated member having
a first portion, a second portion and an intermediate
portion therebetween;

- a rod having at least one passage (which may also
be referred to as a hole) which opens into at least
one of two opposite side faces of the rod, said pas-
sage being delimited by inner surfaces of the rod; and

- at least one compression member being adapted for
interacting with said inner surfaces to define clamp-
ing surfaces, so that the first and second portions of
the elongated member can be inserted and clamped
between said clamping surfaces.

[0011] The rod extends longitudinally along a main axis
and is configured to connect together two bony struc-
tures, more particularly two vertebrae, being spaced from
each other along the main axis.
[0012] The passage is a transverse passage. The
transverse passage may extend substantially perpendic-
ularly to the main axis of the rod. The transverse passage
may be a through passage which opens into two opposite
side faces of the rod.
[0013] Compared to the devices of the prior art, such
a bone holding device has a simple structure and a quite
limited number of parts and is, therefore, easier to handle
by the physician (or other operative) and easier to man-
ufacture. Moreover, since the compression member is at
least partly located inside the passage of the rod, it does
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not take up much space outside of the rod and, thus, the
volume of the whole device is limited.
[0014] The elongated member may be made from a
flexible or conformable material that allows a certain
amount of movement so that, even after the physician
has pulled and locked in position the portions of the elon-
gated member, the elongated member allows a limited
amount of relative movement between the bone and the
rod while providing a stabilizing effect.
[0015] The elongated member may be a band-shaped
elongated member such as a ribbon or a strap (i.e. the
elongated member may be a thin and wide band of ma-
terial). Thus, the contact interface between the band-
shaped elongated member is also wide, thereby improv-
ing the contact and better distributing the stresses on the
bony structure, thus avoiding cutting phenomenon.
[0016] The elongated member may be made from a
polymeric material such as, for example, polyester, pol-
yethylene (for example, polyethylene terephthalate or
PET), polyetheretherketone (PEEK) or any other mate-
rial that provides the desired conformability and flexibility.
[0017] According to an embodiment, the transverse
passage and the compression member are configured
to clamp both the first and second portions of the elon-
gated member in this transverse passage (i.e. the one
same transverse passage).
[0018] According to an embodiment, the rod comprises
at least two transverse passages which are spaced from
each other along the main axis.
[0019] According to an embodiment, the transverse
passage has an elongate cross-section, more particular-
ly an oval (e.g. elliptical) or oblong cross-section, with
the longer dimension of the cross section being essen-
tially parallel to the main axis. Such a cross-section is
interesting, more particularly, in combination with a band-
shaped elongated member.
[0020] According to an embodiment, the transverse
passage and the compression member are configured
so that the first and second portions of the elongated
member can be clamped between the compression
member and the longer side walls of the passage. More
particularly, the longer side walls are parallel to the main
axis. Such a configuration is interesting, more particular-
ly, in combination with a band-shaped elongated mem-
ber.
[0021] According to an embodiment, the compression
member is deformable, the first and second portions of
the elongated member being clamped between the com-
pression member and the rod by deforming said com-
pression member.
[0022] According to an embodiment, the compression
member is elastically deformable, the elongated member
being inserted by force between the compression mem-
ber and the rod, thereby deforming the compression
member into an unstable shape. Once insertion forces
are no longer applied, the elongated member being in a
desired position, the compression member returns to its
original stable shape, thereby clamping the elongated

member.
[0023] According to another embodiment, the com-
pression member is plastically deformable. In this case,
once the elongated member is in a desired position, the
compression member is plastically deformed so as to
push the elongated member against the rod, thereby
clamping the elongated member.
[0024] The compression member and the rod may be
two distinct pieces or one single piece. In this latter case,
the compression member is made out of the same ma-
terial as the rod, the compression member and the rod
having different mechanic behaviors because of their dif-
ferent shapes and thicknesses.
[0025] According to an embodiment, the compression
member comprises a compression part which is config-
ured to be located, at least partially, inside said passage,
and at least one leg extending from said compression
part and being configured so that the compression mem-
ber can be clipped onto the rod.
[0026] According to an embodiment, said leg(s) sur-
rounds at least partially the outline of the section of the
rod. For instance, the compression member comprises
two legs extending from said compression part in oppo-
site directions, each leg surrounding partially the outline
of the rod section.
[0027] Thus, before implanting the device, the com-
pression member and the rod may be pre-assembled by
clipping, thereby reducing the risk of loosing the com-
pression member and making the device safer and easier
to use. Once the device is implanted, the engagement
by clipping reduces the risk of disengagement of the com-
pression member.
[0028] According to an embodiment, the compression
member is provided with a thread for rotative engage-
ment with a complementary thread provided on the rod,
the first and second portions of the elongated member
being clamped between the compression member and
the rod by tightening the compression member relative
to the rod.
[0029] Due to the above-mentioned rotative engage-
ment, the clamping of the elongated member can be eas-
ily adjusted as desired. Moreover, the compression mem-
ber and the rod may be pre-assembled by screwing be-
fore implanting the device, thereby reducing the risk of
loosing the compression member and making the device
safer and easier to use. Once the device is implanted,
rotative engagement reduces the risk of disengagement
of the compression member.
[0030] According to an embodiment, the compression
member is provided with protrusions on its clamping sur-
faces. Said protrusions may be peripheral ribs or fins
jutting out of the lateral faces of the compression mem-
ber, the compression member having, for instance, a fir
tree configuration. Such protrusions penetrate into the
elongated member, thereby preventing the elongated
member from sliding with respect to the clamping surfac-
es and/or reducing the risk of disengagement of the com-
pression member.
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[0031] According to an embodiment, the compression
member is spring-mounted to the rod by means of a
spring which urges the compression member toward the
clamping surfaces of the rod, the first and second portions
of the elongated member being clamped between the
compression member and the rod when the compression
member is urged toward said clamping surfaces.
[0032] In this embodiment, the physician (or other op-
erative) may need to push in the compression member
in order to insert the first and second portions of the elon-
gated member between the compression member and
the rod. In this case, by releasing the pressure on the
compression member, the elongated member is "auto-
matically" clamped.
[0033] According to an embodiment, the inner surfaces
delimiting the passage of the rod are deformable, the first
and second portions of the elongated member being
clamped between the compression member and the rod
by deforming said inner surfaces.
[0034] According to an embodiment, said inner surfac-
es are plastically deformable. Thus, once the elongated
member is in a desired position, said inner surfaces are
plastically deformed, typically from the outside of the rod,
so as to push the elongated member against the com-
pression member, thereby clamping the elongated mem-
ber.
[0035] A tool such as pliers may be used for deforming
said inner surfaces. Each inner surface may be defined
on the inner side of a wall forming part of the rod, this
wall having a limited thickness so as to be easily de-
formed.
[0036] According to an embodiment, the first and sec-
ond portions of the elongated member are provided with
a stiff tip. Such stiff tips make the insertion of the first and
second portions into the passage and between the
clamping surfaces easier.
[0037] According to an embodiment, the first and sec-
ond portions of the elongated member are provided with
protrusions. Such protrusions increase the friction be-
tween the elongated member and said clamping surface,
so that the elongated member is held between these sur-
faces.
[0038] According to an embodiment, the rod comprises
at least one portion provided with one passage, said por-
tion(s) having a section which is larger than the average
section of the rod. Thus, the loss of mechanical strength
due to the presence of the passage is compensated, at
least in part, by the section increase.
[0039] Also described herein is a method of using the
bone holding device of the claims, the method comprising
the steps of:

- providing a bone holding device as above-described;
- passing the intermediate portion of a first elongated

member around a first bony structure (which may
also be referred to as a first bone) and the first and
second portions of the first elongated member
through a first passage of the rod;

- applying tension to the first elongated member by
pulling on the ends of the first elongated member;

- fastening the first elongated member to the rod by
clamping the portions of the first elongated member
between a first compression member and the rod.

[0040] The method further comprises the steps of:

- passing the intermediate portion of a second elon-
gated member around a second bony structure
(which may also be referred to as a second bone)
and the first and second portions of the second elon-
gated member through a second passage of said
rod;

- applying tension to the second elongated member
by pulling on the ends of the second elongated mem-
ber;

- fastening the second elongated member to said rod
by clamping the first and second portions of the sec-
ond elongated member between a second compres-
sion member and the rod.

[0041] Typically, the physician uses a number of elon-
gated members and compression members correspond-
ing to the number of bony structures to be held, with one
rod connecting together the elongated members and,
thus, the bony structures.
[0042] The above method makes it possible to hold
two or more bony structures, in a desired relative position.
[0043] Said first and/or second bony structure may be
a vertebra, especially a lamina or a transverse process
of a vertebra, and the method may be used for holding
two or more vertebrae in a desired relative position, so
as to treat abnormal curvature of the spine.
[0044] Such a method has further advantages linked
to the use of a bone holding device according to the dis-
closure. Especially, this method is easy to implement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0045] In the drawings, like reference signs generally
refer to the same parts throughout the different views.
Moreover, parts of different embodiments having the
same or analogous function are identified by the same
reference sign.
[0046] The drawings are not necessarily to scale, em-
phasis instead being placed upon illustrating the princi-
ples of the invention.

FIG 1 is a partial view of a first example of rod.
FIG 2 is a sectional view of a first example of bone
holding device, comprising the rod of FIG 1, this rod
being sectioned in plane II-II.
FIG 3 is a sectional view, like that of FIG 2, of another
example of bone holding device.
FIG 4 is a partial view of another example of bone
holding device.
FIG 5 is a sectional view of the device of FIG 4, in
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plane V-V.
FIG 6 is a sectional view, like that of FIG 4, of another
example of bone holding device.
FIG 7 is a partial view of another example of bone
holding device.
FIG 8 is a sectional view of the device of FIG 7, in
plane VIII-VIII.
FIG 9 is a sectional view, like that of FIG 8, of another
example of bone holding device.
FIG 10 is a partial perspective view of another ex-
ample of bone holding device.
FIG 11 is a sectional view of the device of FIG 10,
in plane XI-XI.
FIG 12 is a sectional view of another example of
bone holding device.
FIG 13 is a sectional view of another example of
bone holding device.
FIG 14 is a partial perspective view of another ex-
ample of bone holding device.
FIG 15 is a sectional view of the device of FIG 14,
in plane XV-XV.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0047] FIGS 1 to 15 show different examples of bone
holding devices according to the present disclosure, each
of them comprising: - at least one conformable elongated
member 7 having a first portion 7a, a second portion 7b
and an intermediate portion 7c therebetween;

- a rod 5 to which the first and second portions 7a, 7b,
are to be secured; and

- at least one compression member 14.

[0048] The rod 5 comprises several passages 8, 8’, 8".
In other embodiments, the rod 5 can include a single
passage. Each passage 8, or hole, is a through hole
opening into two opposite side faces 5a, 5b of the rod 5,
i.e. each passage 8 goes through the rod 5, from a first
side face 5a of the rod to a second side face 5b which is
substantially opposed to the first one with respect to the
main axis A of the rod 5. In other embodiments, the pas-
sage may not pass through the entire rod 5. The side
faces 5a, 5b are so called in contrast with the end faces
(not shown on the drawings) of the rod 5, both the side
and end faces being outer faces of the rod 5.
[0049] Each passage 8 is delimited by inner surfaces
9 of the rod 5. These inner surfaces 9 and the compres-
sion member 14 both define clamping surfaces 14a, 9a,
such that the clamping surfaces 14a of the compression
member 14 face the clamping surfaces 9a of the inner
surfaces 9, once the compression member 14 is properly
positioned within the passage 8.
[0050] The compression member 14 and the inner sur-
faces 9 cooperate so that the portions 7a, 7b, of the elon-
gated member 7 can be inserted and clamped between
the clamping surfaces 14a, 9a.
[0051] The compression member 14 may be made

from polymeric material such as, for example, polyethyl-
ene, polyetheretherketone (PEEK), silicon or from me-
tallic material such as, for example, titanium (for example,
pure, alloy, beta), stainless steel, cobalt chromium.
[0052] The rod 5 may be made from polymeric material
such as, for example, polyetheretherketone (PEEK) or
from metallic material such as, for example, titanium (for
example, pure, alloy, beta), stainless steel, cobalt chro-
mium or any other material providing enough stiffness
for holding one or several bones in a desired configura-
tion.
[0053] In one embodiment, the elongated member 7
is a tie having a band shape. In other embodiments, the
elongate member 7 may be a cord or other shape. It may
be made from a polymeric material such as, for example,
polyester, polyethylene (for example, PET), poly-
etheretherketone (PEEK) or any other material that pro-
vides the desired conformability and a certain amount of
elasticity. For example, it may be made by weaving.
[0054] The devices of FIGS 1 to 15 may be used by a
physician, or another operative, as follows:

- the intermediate portion 7c of a first elongated mem-
ber 7 is passed around a first bone (not shown) and
the first and second portions 7a, 7b of the first elon-
gated member 7 are passed through a first passage
8 of the rod 5;

- tension is applied to the first elongated member 7 by
pulling on its ends 6a, 6b; and

- the first elongated member 7 is fastened to the rod
5 by clamping its first and second portions 7a, 7b
between a first compression member 14 and the in-
ner surfaces 9 of the first passage 8.

[0055] In one procedure, one of the ends 6a, 6b of the
first elongated member 7 may be passed through a first
passage 8 of the rod 5, passed around bony anatomy
(not shown), and then passed back through the passage
8 of the rod 5 for subsequent tensioning and clamping.
The ends 6a, 6b may be any portion of the elongated
member 7 that extends outside of the passage 8 of the
rod 5 opposite the intermediate portion 7c of the elongat-
ed member 7.
[0056] In some cases, for passing the first elongated
member 7 through the passage 8 of the rod 5, it may be
necessary to use a special tool, such as a needle, having
a shape adapted to that of the passage 8.
[0057] Also, for applying tension to the first elongated
member 7 and/or for fastening the first elongated mem-
ber 7 to the rod 5, it may be necessary to use a special
tool.
[0058] When two bones need to be held in a relative
position, the method further comprises the following
steps:

- an intermediate portion of a second elongated mem-
ber (not shown) is passed around a second bone
(not shown) and first and second portions of the sec-
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ond elongated member are passed through a second
passage 8’ (or 8") of said rod 5;

- tension is applied to the second elongated member
by pulling on its ends;

- the second elongated member is fastened to said
rod 5 by clamping the first and second portions be-
tween a second compression member (not shown)
and the inner surfaces 9’ of the second passage 8’.

[0059] When more than two bones need to be held in
a relative position, the above-mentioned steps are re-
peated, as many elongated members, compression
members and passages as necessary being used.
[0060] The number of passages 8, 8’, 8", may be higher
than the number of bones to be held, which allows one
to select a passage depending on the position of the bone
to be held. In other embodiments, the rod may have a
single passage.
[0061] In the examples of FIGS 1 to 15, the rod 5 ex-
tends along a main axis A (see FIGS 1, 4, 7, 10, 14). In
the present disclosure, the axial direction corresponds
to the direction of the main axis A of the rod 5, and a
radial direction is a direction perpendicular to axis A and
intersecting axis A. Similarly, an axial plane is plane con-
taining axis A, and a radial plane is a plane perpendicular
to axis A. Unless specified to the contrary, the adjectives
and adverbs "axial", "axially", "radial" and "radially" are
used relative to the above-mentioned axial and radial di-
rections. Accordingly, the sectional views of FIGS 2, 3,
5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 and 15, are radial sectional views.
[0062] In the example of FIGS 1 and 2, the rod 5 has
a radial section which is round and constant along the
main axis A of the rod 5, and the compression member
14 is separable from the rod 5. However, the radial sec-
tion of the rod 5 may have other shapes (for example, an
oval), may not be constant along its main axis A, and
may include varying degrees of curvature.
[0063] Each passage 8, 8’, 8" has an opening section,
or cross-section, with an oblong shape extending axially,
as shown in FIG 1. Thus, the longer dimension of the
cross-section is parallel to the main axis A and the longer
side walls of the passage 8 are parallel to the main axis A.
[0064] The compression member 14 is a wedge con-
figured to be inserted into the passage 8. The axial length
(i.e. the length in the direction of the main axis A) of the
compression member 14 is smaller than the axial length
of the passage 8 and, preferably, larger than the width
of the elongated member 7.
[0065] As shown in FIG 2, in radial section, the com-
pression member 14 has a tapered tip portion 14b. Once
the elongated member 7 is in a desired position, this tip
portion 14b of the compression member 14 is inserted
by force into the passage 8, and the elongated member
7 is clamped between clamping surfaces 14a, defined
by the side faces of the tip portion 14b, and the clamping
surfaces 9a defined by the inner surfaces 9 surrounding
the passage 8.
[0066] As shown in FIG 2, the clamping surfaces 14a

of the compression member 14 have a concave profile
whereas the clamping surfaces 9a of the of the rod 5
have a convex profile. The cooperation between the con-
cave and convex profiles reduces the risk of disengage-
ment of the compression member 14.
[0067] Another example of bone holding device is
shown in FIG 3. This example differs from the one of FIG
2 in that the clamping surfaces 14a of the compression
member 14 have protrusions 30 (instead of a concave
profile) and in that the inner surfaces 9 of the passage 8
have a straight profile (instead of a convex profile). Due
to the protrusions 30, the radial section of the tapered tip
portion 14b of the compression member 14 has a fir tree
shape. The protrusions 30 prevent relative movement
between the compression member 14 and the elongated
member 7.
[0068] In the example of FIGS 4 and 5, the rod 5 has
a varying radial section along its main axis. The rod 5
has portions 5’ with a larger section and portions 5" with
a smaller section. Portions 5’ and 5" are alternated in the
axial direction. Each portion 5’ is provided with one pas-
sage 8 (8’, 8"). Thus, the loss of mechanical strength due
to the presence of a passage 8 is compensated, at least
in part, by the section increase, the weight of the rod 5
remaining limited.
[0069] As shown in FIG 5, the compression member
14 has a central compression part 14c having a V-shaped
profile and being configured to be partially inserted into
the passage 8, and two legs 14d extending from said
compression part 14c and encircling partially the outline
of the radial section of the rod 5, so that the compression
member 14 can be clipped onto the rod 5. As shown in
FIG 5, in radial section, the proximal end of each leg 14
is connected to the central compression part 14c in the
vicinity of one opening of the passage 8, then each leg
14 follows the outline of the rod 5, and the distal end of
each leg 14 is located in the vicinity of the other opening
of the passage 8.
[0070] The first and second portions 7a, 7b of the elon-
gated member 7 are clamped between the clamping sur-
faces 14a of the compression part 14c and the inner sur-
faces 9 of the rod 5.
[0071] Another example of bone holding device is
shown in FIG 6. This example differs from that of FIG 5
in that the clamping surfaces 14a of the compression part
14c have protrusions 30.
[0072] In the example of FIGS 7 and 8, the compres-
sion member 14 and the rod 5 form one single piece. The
compression member 14 is a pushed-in external wall 15
of the rod 5 and the passage 8 opens into the side face
5a of the rod 5, on each side of the compression member
14, thereby forming two passages 19 (see FIG 7) sur-
rounding the compression member 14. Each passage 19
is defined between the compression member 14 and an
inner surface 9 of the rod 5.
[0073] The compression member 14 in radial section
has a "V" shape. The compression member 14 is elasti-
cally deformable between an original stable configura-
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tion, wherein the arms 15a of the V-shaped compression
member 14 are spaced-apart, and an unstable configu-
ration wherein the arms 15a of the "V" shaped compres-
sion member 14 are close together. When the compres-
sion member 14 is in its original stable configuration, the
width of each passage 19 is smaller than the thickness
of the elongated member 7.
[0074] The elongated member 7 is inserted by force
through the passages 19. In order to make the insertion
easier, the portions 7a, 7b of the elongated member 7
may have, respectively, stiff tips 17a, 17b. Once insertion
forces are no longer applied, the elongated member 7
being in a desired position, the compression member 14
returns to its original stable shape, i.e. arms 15a move
apart, thereby clamping the elongated member 7 be-
tween the arms 15a and the rod 5.
[0075] In the example of FIGS 9, the compression
member 14 and the rod 5 form one single piece. The
passage 8 opens into the side face 5a of the rod 5, on
each side of the compression member 14, thereby form-
ing two passages 19 surrounding the compression mem-
ber 14. Each passage 19 is defined between the com-
pression member 14 and an inner surface 9 of the rod 5.
[0076] The first and second portions 7a, 7b of the elon-
gated member 7 have protrusions 40 forming folds or
ribs on their outer surface. These protrusions 40 are dis-
tant from the extremities of the elongated member 7.
[0077] Each portion 7a, 7b of the elongated member
7 is inserted by force through a passage 19. When the
protrusions 40 enter into the passage 19, the friction be-
tween the elongated member 7 and the clamping surfac-
es 14a, 9a increases until locking of the protrusions 40
in the passage 19 occurs, so these protrusions 40 are
clamped between the compression member 14 and the
rod 5.
[0078] For instance, the protrusions 40 are made from
polymeric material such as polyethylene, polyetherether-
ketone (PEEK), silicon or from metallic material such as,
for example, titanium (for example, pure, alloy, beta),
stainless steel, cobalt chromium. These protrusions 40
may be added-on pieces encased in the elongated mem-
ber 7 during its manufacturing process, e.g. during the
weaving of the elongated member 7.
[0079] Another example of bone holding device is
shown in FIGS 10 and 11. In this example, the compres-
sion member 14 and the rod 5 form one single piece. The
passage 8 opens into the side face 5a of the rod 5, on
each side of the compression member 14, thereby form-
ing two passages 19 (see FIG 10) surrounding the com-
pression member 14. Each passage 19 is defined be-
tween the compression member 14 and an inner surface
9 of the rod 5.
[0080] Each inner surface 9, which delimits the pas-
sage 8, is defined on the inner side of an external wall
20 forming part of the rod 5 and having a limited thickness
so as to be easily deformed. Once the elongated member
7 is in a desired position, the wall 20 is plastically de-
formed, from the outside of the rod 5, so as to push and

clamp the elongated member 7 against the compression
member 14.
[0081] A tool such as pliers (not shown) may be used
for deforming the walls 20. In order to make the defor-
mation of the walls 20 easier, these walls 20 may have
memory shape properties.
[0082] Two other examples of bone holding devices
are shown in FIGS 12 and 13. In both examples, the
compression member 14 is spring-mounted to the rod 5
by means of a spring 13 which urges the compression
member 14 toward the clamping surfaces 9a of the rod
5, the first and second portions 7a, 7b of the elongated
member being clamped between the compression mem-
ber 14 and the rod 5 when the compression member is
urged toward said clamping surfaces 9a. In both exam-
ples, the physician (or other operative) need to push in
the compression member 14 (see arrow P) in order to
pass the first and second portions 7a, 7b through the
passage 8. By releasing the pressure on the compression
member 14, the elongated member 7 is "automatically"
clamped between the compression member 14 and the
rod 5.
[0083] In the example of FIG 12, the compression
member 14 extends in the same direction as the passage
8. Thus, there exist two secondary passages 19, on each
side of the compression member 14, each secondary
passage 19 being defined between the compression
member 14 and an inner surface 9 of the rod. The portions
7a, 7b of the elongated member 7 are passed through
these secondary passages 19.
[0084] In the example of FIG 13, the compression
member 14 extends in the a direction substantially per-
pendicular to that of the passage 8 (called first passage
8) of the rod 5. The compression member 14 comprises
a second passage 18 extending in the same direction as
that of the first passage 8. When the compression mem-
ber 14 is pushed in the first and second passages 8, 18,
are aligned and the first and second portions 7a, 7b of
the elongated member 7 can be passed through these
passages 8, 18. When the compression member 14 is
released, the first and second passages 8, 18 become
misaligned and the elongated member 7 is clamped be-
tween the clamping surfaces 14a and 9a.
[0085] Another example of bone holding device is
shown in FIGS 14 and 15. In this example, the compres-
sion member 14 is provided with a thread 14t for rotative
engagement with a complementary thread 5t provided
on the rod, the first and second portions 7a, 7b of the
elongated member 7 being clamped between the com-
pression member 14 and the rod 5 by tightening (by ro-
tating) the compression member 14 relative to the rod 5.
[0086] More particularly, the compression member 14
is a screw 24 with a head 24a and a shaft 24b. The screw
head 24a has a profile 24c (or screw drive) that allows
the screw to be driven. The screw shaft 24b is provided
with the external thread 14t. The screw shaft 24b can
engage with a complementary thread 5t of a threaded
hole provided in the rod 5. The screw 24 extends in sub-
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stantially the same direction as the passage 8. The screw
head 24a has a tapered shape, a truncated shape in the
example. One opening of the passage 8 is funnel-
shaped, so that it can receive the screw head 24a. When
the screw 24 is rotatably tightened, the screw head 24a
bears on the surfaces of the funnel-shaped opening.
[0087] There exist two passages 19, on each side of
the compression member 14, each passage 19 being
defined between the compression member 14 and an
inner surface 9 of the rod. The first and second portions
7a, 7b of the elongated member 7 can be passed through
these passages 19 and clamped between the clamping
surfaces 14a of the screw head 24a and the clamping
surfaces 9a of the rod 5, as shown on FIG 15.
[0088] The above description is given by way of exam-
ple, and not limitation. Given the above disclosure, one
skilled in the art could devise variations that are within
the scope of the invention disclosed herein. Further, the
various features of the embodiments or examples dis-
closed herein can be used alone or in varying combina-
tions with each other, and are not intended to be limited
to the specific combination described herein.

Claims

1. A bone holding device comprising:

- at least one elongated member (7) having a
first portion (7a), a second portion (7b) and an
intermediate portion (7c) therebetween,
- a rod (5) extending longitudinally along a main
axis (A) and being adapted to connect together
two bony structures, more particularly two ver-
tebrae, being spaced from each other along the
main axis (A), the rod (5) having at least one
transverse passage (8) which opens into at least
one of two opposite side faces (5a, 5b) of the
rod, said passage (8) being delimited by inner
surfaces (9) of the rod, and
- at least one compression member (14) being
adapted for interacting with said inner surfaces
(9) to define clamping surfaces (14a, 9a), so that
the first and second portions (7a, 7b) of the elon-
gated member (7) can be inserted and clamped
between said clamping surfaces (14a, 9a).

2. A bone holding device according to claim 1, wherein
the compression member (14) and the rod (5) are
two distinct pieces, the compression member (14)
being moveable relative to the rod, the first and sec-
ond portions (7a, 7b) of the elongated member (7)
being clamped between the compression member
(14) and the rod (5) by moving the compression
member (14) relative to the rod (5).

3. A bone holding device according to claim 2, wherein
the compression member (14) is provided with a

thread (14t) for rotative engagement with a comple-
mentary thread (5t) provided on the rod (5), the first
and second portions (7a, 7b) of the elongated mem-
ber (7) being clamped between the compression
member (14) and the rod (5) by tightening the com-
pression member (14) relative to the rod (5).

4. A bone holding device according to claim 2, wherein
the compression member (14) is spring-mounted to
the rod (5) by means of a spring (13) which urges
the compression member (14) toward the clamping
surfaces (9a) of the rod, the first and second portions
(7a, 7b) of the elongated member (7) being clamped
between the compression member (14) and the rod
(5) when the compression member (14) is urged.

5. A bone holding device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the compression member (14) is deforma-
ble, the first and second portions (7a, 7b) of the elon-
gated member (7) being clamped between the com-
pression member (14) and the rod (5) by deforming
said compression member.

6. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1, 2 and 5, wherein the compression member (14)
comprises :

- a compression part (14c) which is configured
to be inserted, at least partially, into said pas-
sage (8), and
- at least one leg (14d) extending from said com-
pression part (14c) and being configured so that
the compression member (14) can be clipped
onto the rod (5).

7. A bone holding device according to claim 1, wherein
said inner surfaces (9) are deformable, the first and
second portions (7a, 7b) of the elongated member
(7) being clamped between the compression mem-
ber (14) and the rod (5) by deforming said inner sur-
faces (9).

8. A bone holding device according to claim 1, 5 or 7,
wherein the compression member (14) and the rod
(5) are one single piece.

9. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 8, wherein the first and second portions (7a, 7b)
of the elongated member (7) are provided with a stiff
tip (17a, 17b).

10. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 9, wherein the compression member (14) is pro-
vided with protrusions (30) on its clamping surfaces
(14a).

11. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 10, wherein the first and second portions (7a,
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7b) of the elongated member (7) are provided with
protrusions (40).

12. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 11, wherein the rod (5) comprises at least one
portion (5’) provided with one transverse passage
(8), said portion (5’) having a section which is larger
than the average section of the rod (5).

13. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 12, wherein said passage (8) and the compres-
sion member (14) are configured to clamp both the
first and second portions (7a, 7b) of the elongated
member (7) in this passage (8).

14. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 13, wherein the rod (5) comprises at least two
transverse passages (8) which are spaced from each
other along the main axis (A).

15. A bone holding device according to any one of claims
1 to 14, wherein said passage (8) has an elongate
cross-section, more particularly an oval or oblong
cross-section, with the longer dimension of the
cross-section being essentially parallel to the main
axis (A).

Patentansprüche

1. Knochenhaltevorrichtung, Folgendes umfassend:

- wenigstens ein längliches Element (7) mit ei-
nem ersten Abschnitt (7a), einem zweiten Ab-
schnitt (7b) und einem dazwischen liegenden
mittleren Abschnitt (7c),
- einen Stab (5), der sich in Längsrichtung ent-
lang einer Hauptachse (A) erstreckt und ange-
passt ist, zwei Knochenstrukturen, insbesonde-
re zwei Wirbel, die entlang der Hauptachse (A)
voneinander beabstandet sind, miteinander zu
verbinden, wobei der Stab (5) wenigstens einen
querlaufenden Durchlass (8) aufweist, der sich
in wenigstens eine von zwei einander gegenü-
ber liegenden Seitenflächen (5a, 5b) des Stabs
öffnet, wobei der Durchlass (8) durch Innenflä-
chen (9) des Stabs begrenzt wird, und
- wenigstens ein Kompressionselement (14),
das angepasst ist, mit den Innenflächen (9) zu-
sammenzuwirken, um Klemmoberflächen (14a,
9a) zu definieren, so dass der erste und der
zweite Abschnitt (7a, 7b) des länglichen Ele-
ments (7) zwischen den Klemmelementen (14a,
9a) eingesetzt und festgeklemmt werden kön-
nen.

2. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Kompressionselement (14) und der Stab (5)

zwei getrennte Stücke sind, wobei das Kompressi-
onselement (14) im Verhältnis zum Stab bewegt wer-
den kann, wobei der erste und der zweite Abschnitt
(7a, 7b) des länglichen Elements (7) zwischen dem
Kompressionselement (14) und dem Stab (5) einge-
klemmt werden, indem das Kompressionselement
(14) im Verhältnis zum Stab (5) bewegt wird.

3. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei
das Kompressionselement (14) mit einem Gewinde
(14t) ausgestattet ist, um drehend in ein an dem Stab
(5) bereitgestelltes komplementäres Gewinde (5t)
einzugreifen, wobei der erste und der zweite Ab-
schnitt (7a, 7b) des länglichen Elements (7) zwi-
schen dem Kompressionselement (14) und dem
Stab (5) eingeklemmt werden, indem das Kompres-
sionselement (14) im Verhältnis zum Stab (5) ange-
zogen wird.

4. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei
das Kompressionselement (14) mittels einer Feder
(13) am Stab (5) federnd gelagert ist, die das Kom-
pressionselement (14) in Richtung der Klemmober-
flächen (9a) des Stab s drückt, wobei der erste und
der zweite Abschnitt (7a, 7b) des länglichen Ele-
ments (7) zwischen dem Kompressionselement (14)
und dem Stab (5) eingeklemmt werden, wenn das
Kompressionselement (14) unter Druck gesetzt
wird.

5. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei das Kompressionselement (14) verformbar
ist, wobei der erste und der zweite Abschnitt (7a, 7b)
des länglichen Elements (7) zwischen dem Kom-
pressionselement (14) und dem Stab (5) einge-
klemmt werden, indem das Kompressionselement
verformt wird.

6. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1, 2 und 5, wobei das Kompressionselement (14)
Folgendes umfasst:

- einen Kompressionsteil (14c), der so konfigu-
riert ist, dass er wenigstens teilweise in den
Durchlass (8) eingesetzt wird, und
- wenigstens ein Bein (14d), das sich vom Kom-
pressionsteil (14c) aus erstreckt und so konfi-
guriert ist, dass das Kompressionselement (14)
an den Stab (5) geklemmt werden kann.

7. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Innenflächen (9) verformbar sind, wobei der erste
und der zweite Abschnitt (7a, 7b) des länglichen Ele-
ments (7) zwischen dem Kompressionselement (14)
und dem Stab (5) eingeklemmt werden, indem die
Innenflächen (9) verformt werden.

8. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, 5 oder
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7, wobei das Kompressionselement (14) und der
Stab (5) einstückig ausgebildet sind.

9. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 8, wobei der erste und der zweite Abschnitt
(7a, 7b) des länglichen Elements (7) eine steife Spit-
ze (17a, 17b) aufweisen.

10. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 9, wobei das Kompressionselement (14)
auf seinen Klemmoberflächen (14a) Ausbuchtungen
(30) aufweist.

11. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 10, wobei der erste und der zweite Ab-
schnitt (7a, 7b) des länglichen Elements (7) Aus-
buchtungen (40) aufweisen.

12. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 11, wobei der Stab (5) wenigstens einen
Teil (5’) mit einem querlaufenden Durchlass (8) um-
fasst, wobei der Teil (5’) einen Querschnitt aufweist,
der größer ist als der durchschnittliche Querschnitt
des Stabs (5).

13. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 12, wobei der Durchgang (8) und das Kom-
pressionselement (14) so konfiguriert sind, dass sie
sowohl den ersten als auch den zweiten Abschnitt
(7a, 7b) des länglichen Elements (7) in diesem
Durchlass (8) einklemmen.

14. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 13, wobei der Stab (5) wenigstens zwei
querlaufende Durchlässe (8) umfasst, die entlang
der Hauptachse (A) voneinander beabstandet sind.

15. Knochenhaltevorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 14, wobei der Durchgang (8) einen längli-
chen Querschnitt aufweist, insbesondere einen ova-
len oder länglichen Querschnitt, wobei die längere
Abmessung des Querschnitts im Wesentlichen pa-
rallel zur Hauptachse (A) verläuft.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de maintien d’os comprenant :

- au moins un élément allongé (7) ayant une
première partie (7a), une seconde partie (7b) et
une partie intermédiaire (7c) entre elles,
- une tige (5) s’étendant longitudinalement le
long d’un axe principal (A) et adaptée pour relier
deux structures osseuses, plus particulièrement
deux vertèbres, espacées l’une de l’autre le long
de l’axe principal (A), la tige (5) ayant au moins
un passage transversal (8) qui débouche dans

au moins l’une de deux surfaces latérales op-
posées (5a, 5b) de la tige, ledit passage (8) étant
délimité par des surfaces internes (9) de la tige,
et
- au moins un élément de compression (14)
adapté pour interagir avec lesdites surfaces in-
ternes (9) pour définir des surfaces de serrage
(14a, 9a), de sorte que les première et seconde
parties (7a, 7b) de l’élément allongé (7) puissent
être insérées et serrées entre lesdites surfaces
de serrage (14a, 9a).

2. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’élément de compression (14) et la tige
(5) sont deux pièces distinctes, l’élément de com-
pression (14) étant mobile par rapport à la tige, les
première et seconde parties (7a, 7b) de l’élément
allongé (7) étant serrées entre l’élément de compres-
sion (14) et la tige (5) en déplaçant l’élément de com-
pression (14) par rapport à la tige (5).

3. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel l’élément de compression (14) est pour-
vu d’un filetage (14t) pour un enclenchement rotatif
avec un filetage complémentaire (5t) prévu sur la
tige (5), les première et seconde parties (7a, 7b) de
l’élément allongé (7) étant serrées entre l’élément
de compression (14) et la tige (5) en resserrant l’élé-
ment de compression (14) par rapport à la tige (5).

4. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel l’élément de compression (14) est monté
à ressort sur la tige (5) au moyen d’un ressort (13)
qui pousse l’élément de compression (14) vers les
surfaces de serrage (9a) de la tige, les première et
seconde parties (7a, 7b) de l’élément allongé (7)
étant serrées entre l’élément de compression (14)
et la tige (5) lorsque l’élément de compression (14)
est poussé.

5. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 1
ou 2, dans lequel l’élément de compression (14) est
déformable, les première et seconde parties (7a, 7b)
de l’élément allongé (7) étant serrées entre l’élément
de compression (14) et la tige (5) par déformation
dudit élément de compression.

6. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1, 2 et 5, dans lequel l’élément
de compression (14) comprend :

- une pièce de compression (14c) qui est confi-
gurée pour être insérée, au moins partiellement,
dans ledit passage (8), et
- au moins une patte (14d) s’étendant à partir
de ladite pièce de compression (14c) et confi-
gurée de sorte que l’élément de compression
(14) puisse être fixé sur la tige (5).
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7. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel lesdites surfaces internes (9) sont dé-
formables, les première et seconde parties (7a, 7b)
de l’élément allongé (7) étant serrées entre l’élément
de compression (14) et la tige (5) par déformation
desdites surfaces internes (9).

8. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon la revendication 1,
5 ou 7, dans lequel l’élément de compression (14)
et la tige (5) sont d’une seule pièce.

9. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 8, dans lequel les première
et seconde parties (7a, 7b) de l’élément allongé (7)
sont pourvues d’une pointe rigide (17a, 17b).

10. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 9, dans lequel l’élément de
compression (14) est pourvu de protubérances (30)
sur ses surfaces de serrage (14a).

11. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 10, dans lequel les première
et seconde parties (7a, 7b) de l’élément allongé (7)
sont pourvues de protubérances (40).

12. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 11, dans lequel la tige (5)
comprend au moins une partie (5’) pourvue d’un pas-
sage transversal (8), ladite partie (5’) ayant une sec-
tion qui est plus grande que la section moyenne de
la tige (5).

13. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 12, dans lequel ledit passage
(8) et l’élément de compression (14) sont configurés
pour serrer à la fois les première et seconde parties
(7a, 7b) de l’élément allongé (7) dans ce passage (8).

14. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 13, dans lequel la tige (5)
comprend au moins deux passages transversaux (8)
qui sont espacés l’un de l’autre le long de l’axe prin-
cipal (A).

15. Dispositif de maintien d’os selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 14, dans lequel ledit passage
(8) a une section transversale allongée, plus parti-
culièrement une section transversale ovale ou
oblongue, la plus longue dimension de la section
transversale étant essentiellement parallèle à l’axe
principal (A).
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