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(54) AIR CONDITIONER

(57) An air conditioner capable of preventing water
from flowing into a control box (91) is disclosed. The air
conditioner includes a control box (91) accommodating
a control board (92) and having an open surface, and a
base panel (10) having an air inlet (12A) and an air outlet
(11A), the control box (91) being mounted on the base

panel (10) by seating the open surface thereof on the
base panel (10), wherein the base panel (10) includes a
first water-blocking rib (14B) surrounding an outer sur-
face of a lower edge defining the open surface of the
control box (91) so as to prevent water from flowing into
the control box (91).
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the priority benefit of Ko-
rean Patent Application No. 10-2015-0191325, filed on
December 31, 2015 in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the invention

[0002] The present invention relates to an air condi-
tioner, and more particularly to an air conditioner, which
is installed on an indoor ceiling.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Generally, an air conditioner is an apparatus,
which is designed to cool or heat a room interior using a
refrigerating cycle including a compressor, an outdoor
heat exchanger and an indoor heat exchanger. In other
words, an air conditioner may be constituted by a cooling
apparatus for cooling a room interior and a heating ap-
paratus for heating the room interior, or may be consti-
tuted by a combined apparatus for both cooling and heat-
ing.
[0004] Among various air conditioners, a ceiling-type
air conditioner includes a body that include an indoor unit
installed on a ceiling, an indoor heat exchanger disposed
in the body and a blower disposed in the body so as to
draw indoor air, cause the air to pass through the indoor
heat exchanger, and discharge the air to the indoors.
[0005] The body is open at the lower face thereof, and
an intake and discharge unit including an air inlet and an
air outlet is coupled to the open lower portion of the body.
The body is embedded in the ceiling so as to be invisible
from the room interior whereas the intake and discharge
unit is installed outside the ceiling, thereby being visible
from the room interior.
[0006] The intake and discharge unit includes a vane
for opening or closing the air outlet. The vane is coupled
at a side area thereof to a rotating shaft of a motor so as
to open or close the air outlet using the driving force of
the motor. However, since the motor is installed only at
the side area of the vane, there is a problem whereby
the vane cannot uniformly close the air outlet throughout
the entire range from the side area, at which the motor
is installed, to the other side area, which is opposite the
motor.
[0007] The intake and discharge unit includes a control
box for controlling or displaying the state of operation of
the air conditioner. Accordingly, there is also a problem
whereby condensed water, which is generated in the in-
door heat exchanger and falls on the intake and dis-
charge unit, flows into the control box and reaches a con-

trol board disposed in the control box during the operation
of the air conditioner.
[0008] In addition, since there is a necessity to check
leakage from a refrigerant pipe and breakage of electric
wires in the body, it is cumbersome to remove the intake
and discharge unit from the body.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Therefore, the present invention has been
made in view of the above problems, and it is an object
of the present invention to provide an air conditioner,
which is provided with a vane capable of uniformly closing
an air outlet.
[0010] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an air conditioner, which is able to prevent con-
densed water from flowing into a control box.
[0011] A further object of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, which has an improved ap-
pearance and allows easy inspection.
[0012] Objects of the present invention are not limited
to the above-mentioned objects, and other objects, which
are not mentioned herein, will be clearly understood by
those skilled in the art from the following description.
[0013] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, the above and other objects can be accom-
plished by the provision of an air conditioner including a
control box accommodating a control board and having
an open surface, and a base panel having an air inlet
and an air outlet, the control box being mounted on the
base panel by seating the open surface thereof on the
base panel, wherein the base panel includes a first water-
blocking rib surrounding an outer surface of a lower edge
defining the open surface of the control box so as to pre-
vent water from flowing into the control box.
[0014] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the base panel may
further include a second water-blocking rib surrounding
an inner surface of the lower edge defining the open sur-
face of the control box so as to prevent water from flowing
into the control box.
[0015] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the first water-block-
ing rib may be configured to have a shape corresponding
to a shape of the lower edge defining the open surface
of the control box.
[0016] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the second water-
blocking rib may be configured to have a shape corre-
sponding to a shape of the lower edge defining the open
surface of the control box.
[0017] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein a region of the base
panel on which the control box may be mounted is in-
clined upward, with increasing distance toward an outer
marginal edge of the base panel.
[0018] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the first water-block-
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ing rib may be open at a portion thereof so as to define
a water discharge opening.
[0019] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the first water-block-
ing rib may be open at a portion thereof so as to define
a wiring opening, through which electric wires, connected
to the control board, extend outward.
[0020] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the control board may
include a receiver to which a control signal is input, and
light sources disposed on both lateral sides of the receiv-
er so as to create light when a specific control signal is
input to the receiver.
[0021] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the base panel may
have a receiver hole into which the receiver is fitted, and
wherein the air conditioner further comprises a receiver
window for covering the receiver hole, and an inspection
opening cover coupled to the base panel and having a
window hole for allowing the receiver window to be ex-
posed therethrough.
[0022] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the receiver window
may be disposed between the base panel and the in-
spection opening cover. In accordance with another as-
pect of the present invention, the above and other objects
can be accomplished by the provision of an air condition-
er including a control box accommodating a control board
and having an open surface, and a base panel including
a first edge part having an air outlet, a second edge part
having an air inlet, an isolating plate part disposed be-
tween the first edge part and the second edge part so as
to isolate the air outlet from the air inlet, a third edge part
disposed at one side of the first edge part, a fourth edge
part disposed at a remaining side of the first edge part,
the control box being mounted on the fourth edge part
with the open surface of the control box seated on the
fourth edge part, a fifth edge part disposed at one side
of the second edge part and the isolating plate part and
having at least one inspection opening, and a sixth edge
part disposed at a remaining side of the second edge
part and the isolating plate part and having at least one
inspection opening, wherein the fourth edge part includes
a first water-blocking rib surrounding an outer surface of
a lower edge defining the open surface of the control box
so as to prevent water from flowing into the control box.
[0023] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, further comprising a first in-
spection opening cover coupled to the third and fifth edge
parts so as to cover the at least one inspection opening
formed in the fifth edge part; and a second inspection
opening cover coupled to the fourth and sixth edge parts
so as to cover the at least one inspection opening formed
in the sixth edge part.
[0024] A further aspect of the present invention is to
provide an air conditioner, wherein the control board may
include a receiver to which a control signal is input, and
light sources may be disposed at both lateral sides of the

receiver so as to create light when a specific control signal
is input to the receiver. A further aspect of the present
invention is to provide an air conditioner, wherein the
fourth edge part may have a receiver hole into which the
receiver is fitted, and
wherein the air conditioner further may comprise a re-
ceiver window for covering the receiver hole, and the
second inspection opening cover has a window hole for
allowing the receiver window to be exposed there-
through.
[0025] Other details of the embodiments are set forth
in the detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings.
[0026] The air conditioner according to an embodiment
of the present invention offers an effect of improving the
design and appearance thereof because the vane uni-
formly closes the air outlet by means of the bridges.
[0027] Furthermore, the air conditioner according to an
embodiment of the present invention offers an effect of
preventing condensed water from flowing into the control
box and of preventing breakage or malfunction of the air
conditioner by virtue of the first water-blocking rib and
the second water-blocking rib.
[0028] In addition, the air conditioner according to an
embodiment of the present invention offers an effect of
improving the appearance thereof because the disman-
tling handles, which are provided at the respective in-
spection opening covers, are invisible from the outside
by being covered by the intake grille.
[0029] Furthermore, the air conditioner according to an
embodiment of the present invention offers an effect of
facilitating repair or inspecting work because it is possible
to repair or inspect the components or wiring in the body
through the inspection openings after removing the in-
spection opening cover.
[0030] The effects obtained by the present invention
are not limited to the above-mentioned effects, and other
effects, which are not mentioned herein, will be clearly
apparent to those skilled in the art from the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031] The above and other objects, features and other
advantages of the present invention will be more clearly
understood from the following detailed description taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an air conditioner accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a front perspective view illustrating the in-
take and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view illustrating the intake
and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrating
the intake and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 5 is a rear perspective view of a vane;
FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the vane coupled to a
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bridge, in which the vane closes an air outlet;
FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the vane, which opens
the air outlet;
FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the rotating shaft of the
vane illustrated in FIG. 5;
FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of FIG. 8;
FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a fourth edge part illus-
trated in FIG. 3;
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-
A in FIG. 10;
FIG. 12 is a view illustrating the fourth edge part il-
lustrated in FIG. 10, from which a control box is re-
moved;
FIG. 13 is a view illustrating the opposite surface of
the control box illustrated in FIG. 10;
FIG. 14 is a view illustrating an intake grille illustrated
in FIG. 2, which is open;
FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating the initial
stage of an operation of removing an inspection
opening cover from a base panel;
FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the in-
spection opening cover, which is coupled to the base
panel;
FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the initial
stage of the operation of removing the inspection
opening cover from the base panel; and
FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a sub-
sequent stage of the operation of removing the sec-
ond inspection opening cover from the base panel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0032] The above and other objects, features and other
advantages of the present invention will be more clearly
understood from the following detailed description taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an air conditioner accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a front perspective view illustrating the in-
take and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view illustrating the intake
and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrating
the intake and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1;
FIG. 5 is a rear perspective view of a vane;
FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the vane coupled to a
bridge, in which the vane closes an air outlet;
FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the vane, which opens
the air outlet;
FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the rotating shaft of the
vane illustrated in FIG. 5;
FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of FIG. 8;
FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a fourth edge part illus-
trated in FIG. 3;
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-
A in FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a view illustrating the fourth edge part il-
lustrated in FIG. 10, from which a control box is re-
moved;
FIG. 13 is a view illustrating the opposite surface of
the control box illustrated in FIG. 10;
FIG. 14 is a view illustrating an intake grille illustrated
in FIG. 2, which is open;
FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating the initial
stage of an operation of removing an inspection
opening cover from a base panel;
FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the in-
spection opening cover, which is coupled to the base
panel;
FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the initial
stage of the operation of removing the inspection
opening cover from the base panel; and
FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a sub-
sequent stage of the operation of removing the sec-
ond inspection opening cover from the base panel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0033] Reference will now be made in detail to embod-
iments, examples of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings. However, the present disclosure may
be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as being limited to the embodiments set forth
herein. Rather, these embodiments are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will
fully convey the scope of the disclosure to those skilled
in the art. The present disclosure is defined only by the
categories of the claims. In certain embodiments, de-
tailed descriptions of device constructions or processes
well known in the art may be omitted to avoid obscuring
appreciation of the disclosure by a person of ordinary
skill in the art. Wherever possible, the same reference
numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to
the same or like parts.
[0034] Hereinafter, an air conditioner according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0035] FIG. 1 is a view illustrating the air conditioner
according to the embodiment of the present invention.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 1, the air conditioner includes
a body 100 and an intake and discharge unit 200. The
body 100 is configured to take the form of a hollow rec-
tangular box having an open lower end. The body 100
may be installed in an indoor ceiling, and the intake and
discharge unit 200 may be coupled to the open lower end
of the body 100 so as to be installed below the ceiling.
[0037] The intake and discharge unit 200 may include
an air inlet, through which air is drawn into the unit, and
an air outlet, through which air is discharged.
[0038] The body 100 may be provided therein with a
blower, a heat exchanger for exchanging heat with the
air, and a filter for filtering contaminants contained in the
air drawn through the air inlet.
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[0039] When the blower is operated, the indoor air may
be drawn through the air inlet, and may pass through the
filter. The contaminants contained in the air may be cap-
tured by the filter. The air, which passes through the filter,
may exchange heat with the heat exchanger, and may
then be discharged into the room through the air outlet.
[0040] FIG. 2 is a front perspective view illustrating the
intake and discharge unit illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is
a rear perspective view illustrating the intake and dis-
charge unit illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is an exploded
perspective view illustrating the intake and discharge unit
illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0041] Referring to FIGS. 2 to 4, the intake and dis-
charge unit 200 includes a base panel 10, a vane 20, an
intake grille 30, a first inspection opening cover 40 and
a second inspection opening cover 50. When the intake
and discharge unit 200 is installed at the ceiling, the vane
20, the intake grille 30, the first inspection opening cover
40 and the second inspection opening cover 50 are dis-
posed on the lower surface of the base panel 10. Here-
inafter, the terms "upper" and "lower", which are used
herein to describe directions, should be considered to
indicate "upper" and "lower" in the state in which the in-
take and discharge unit 200 is installed at the ceiling.
[0042] The base panel 10 is configured to have a rec-
tangular shape. The base panel 10 includes an isolating
plate part 17, and edge parts 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16,
which surround the isolating plate part 11 so as to define
the marginal portion of the intake and discharge unit 200.
[0043] The isolating plate part 17 is configured to have
a rectangular shape, and protrudes further downward
than the edge parts 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. The lower
surface of the isolating plate part 17 has a flat surface.
The isolating plate part 17 is disposed at a position that
is deviated forward from the center of the base panel 10.
[0044] The edge parts 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 include
a first edge part 11, which is disposed ahead of the iso-
lating plate part 17, a second edge part 12, which is dis-
posed behind the isolating plate part 17, a third edge part
13, which is disposed to the left of the first edge part 11,
a fourth edge part 14, which is disposed to the right of
the first edge part 11, a fifth edge part 15, which is dis-
posed to the left of the isolating plate part 17 and the
second edge part 12, and a sixth edge part 16, which is
disposed on the right of the isolating plate part 17 and
the second edge part 12. The fifth edge part 15 is dis-
posed behind the third edge part 13, and the sixth edge
part 16 is disposed behind the fourth edge part 14.
[0045] Each of the edge parts 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and
16 is inclined upward moving toward the edge thereof.
Specifically, the first edge part 11 is inclined upward mov-
ing forward. The second edge part 12 is inclined upward
moving rearward. Assuming that the third edge part 13
is divided into two segments by the diagonal line that
extends through the front left corner of the isolating plate
part 17 and the front left corner of the third edge part 13,
the segment of the third edge part 13 that is located closer
to the first edge part 11 is inclined upward moving for-

ward, and the segment of the third edge part 13 that is
located closer to the fifth edge part 15 is inclined upward
moving leftward. Furthermore, assuming that the fourth
edge part 14 is divided into two segments by a diagonal
line that extends through the front right corner of the iso-
lating plate part 17 and the front right corner of the fourth
edge part 14, the segment of fourth edge part 14 that is
located closer to the first edge part 11 is inclined upward
moving forward, and the segment of the fourth edge part
14 that is located closer to the sixth edge part 16 is in-
clined upward moving rightward. In addition, assuming
that the fifth edge part 15 is divided into two segments
by the diagonal line that extends through the rear left
corner of the isolating plate part 17 and the rear left corner
of the fifth edge part 15, the segment of the fifth edge
part 15 that is located closer to the third edge part 13 is
inclined upward moving leftward, and the segment of the
fifth edge part 15 that is located closer to the second edge
part 12 is inclined upward moving rearward. Furthermore,
assuming that the sixth edge part 16 is divided into two
segments by the diagonal line that extends through the
rear right corner of the isolating plate part 17 and the rear
right corner of the sixth edge part 16, the segment of sixth
edge part 16 that is located closer to the fourth edge part
14 is inclined upward moving rightward, and the segment
of the sixth edge part 16 that is located closer to the sec-
ond edge part 12 is inclined upward moving rearward.
[0046] The first edge part 11 constitutes the front sec-
tion of the base panel 10, and the second edge part 12
constitutes the rear section of the base panel 10. The
first edge part 11 and the second edge part 12 have the
same length in the lateral direction as that of the isolating
plate part 17. The first edge part 11 has a shorter length
in the anteroposterior direction than the second edge part
12, and the second edge part 12 has a longer length in
the anteroposterior direction than the first edge part 11.
The first edge part 11 is provided with an air outlet 11A
through which air is discharged, and the second edge
part 12 is provided with an air inlet 12A through which air
is drawn. The air outlet 11A and the air inlet 12A are
isolated from each other by the isolating plate part 17.
The air outlet 11A has the same length in the lateral di-
rection as the isolating plate part 17, and the air inlet 12A
has a shorter length in the lateral direction than the iso-
lating plate part 17.
[0047] The first edge part 11 is provided with a vane
20 for opening or closing the air outlet 11A, a plurality of
louvers 61 for directing the air discharged through the air
outlet 11A to the right or left, and at least one link 62,
which connects the louvers 61 to each other and rotates
the louvers 61 collectively to the right or left so as to
control the louvers 61 to guide air to the right or left.
[0048] The vane 20 is elongated in the lateral direction
so as to have sufficient surface area to block the air outlet
11A. The vane 20 is preferably configured to have an
inclination corresponding to that of the first edge part 11.
The vane 20 has a rotating shaft, which is horizontally
positioned in the lateral direction, and rotates upward and
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downward so as to close and open the air outlet 11A.
The vane 20 may be rotated upward and downward by
driving force from a vane-rotating motor 71. The rear end
of the vane 20 may be raised upward beyond the base
panel 10 through the air outlet 11A when the air outlet
11A is opened, and may emerge downward from the base
panel 10 through the air outlet 11A when the air outlet
11A is closed.
[0049] The louvers 61 may be configured such that the
rotating shafts thereof are vertically positioned so as to
control the direction in which air is discharged through
the air outlet 11A to the right and left by being rotated to
the right and left. The louvers 61 are preferably disposed
above the air outlet 11A.
[0050] The link 62 may be elongated in the lateral di-
rection, and may rotate the louvers 61 to the right and
left while being moved to the right and left. The link 62
may be moved to the right and left by the driving force
from a louver-rotating motor 72.
[0051] The vane-rotating motor 71 and the louver-ro-
tating motor 72 may be hidden by a motor cover 73, which
is disposed above the third edge part 13.
[0052] The second edge part 12 is provided on the low-
er surface thereof with an intake grille 30 for partially cov-
ering the air inlet 12A. The intake grille 30 is mounted on
the base panel 10, which corresponds to the air inlet 12A.
The intake grille 30 is preferably configured to have an
inclination corresponding to that of the second edge part
12. The intake grille 30 may be mounted on or removed
from the base panel 10 in such a manner that the rear
end thereof is rotated upward and downward about the
front end thereof, which serves as the rotating axis. The
front end of the intake grille 30 is coupled to the rear end
of the isolating plate part 17 by a plurality of clips 81, and
the rear end of the intake grille 30 is coupled to the rear
end of the second edge part 12 by a plurality of grille
locks 82.
[0053] The third edge part 13 constitutes the front left
corner section of the base panel 10, and the fourth edge
part 14 constitutes the front right corner section of the
base panel 10. The third edge part 13 is provided on the
upper surface thereof with the vane-rotating motor 71
and the louver-rotating motor 71, and the fourth edge
part 14 is provided on the upper surface thereof with a
control box 91. The control box 91 accommodates a con-
trol board 92 therein.
[0054] The fifth edge part 15 constitutes a portion of
the left section and the rear left corner section of the base
panel 10, and the sixth edge part 16 constitutes a portion
of the right section and the rear right corner section of
the base panel 10. The fifth edge part 15 is provided with
at least one inspection opening 15A, and the sixth edge
part 16 is also provided with at least one inspection open-
ing 16A.
[0055] The third edge part 13 and the fifth edge part
15 are provided on the lower surfaces thereof with the
first inspection opening cover 40, and the fourth edge
part 14 and the sixth edge part 16 are provided on the

lower surfaces thereof with the second inspection open-
ing cover 50. The first inspection opening cover 40 covers
the lower surfaces of the third edge part 13 and the fifth
edge part 15, and the second inspection opening cover
50 covers the lower surfaces of the fourth edge part 14
and the sixth edge part 16. The first inspection opening
cover 40 is preferably configured to have an inclination
corresponding to that of the third edge part 13 and the
fifth edge part 15, and the second inspection opening
cover 50 is preferably configured to have an inclination
corresponding to that of the fourth edge part 14 and the
sixth edge part 16. When there is a need to inspect the
air conditioner due to failure thereof, it is possible to in-
spect or repair the components and the wiring in the body
100 through at least one of the inspection opening covers
15A and 16A after at least one of the first inspection open-
ing cover 40 and the second inspection opening cover
50 is removed from the base panel 10.
[0056] FIG. 5 is a rear perspective view of the vane.
FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the vane coupled to a bridge,
in which the vane closes the air outlet. FIG. 7 is a view
illustrating the vane, which opens the air outlet.
[0057] Referring to FIGS. 4 to 7, the vane 20 is provided
with rotating shafts 21 and 22. The rotating shafts 21 and
22 include a main rotating shaft 21, which is projected
leftward and coupled to the vane-rotating motor 71, and
a plurality of sub rotating shafts 22, which are formed on
the rear surface of the vane 20. The sub rotating shafts
22 may be spaced apart from each other in the longitu-
dinal direction of the vane 20. When the vane 20 is rotated
by the main rotating shaft 21, which is rotated by the
driving force of the vane-rotating motor 71, the sub ro-
tating shafts 22 uniformly disperse the rotational force of
the main rotating shaft 21, thereby enabling the vane 20
to be uniformly rotated along it entire length.
[0058] The base panel 10 is provided on the rear sur-
face thereof with a plurality of bridges 18, to which the
sub rotating shafts 22 of the vane 20 are rotatably cou-
pled. The bridges 18 rotatably support the sub rotating
shafts 22 such that the vane 20 is rotated about the ro-
tating shafts 22, which serve as the rotating axis so as
to open and close the air outlet 11A.
[0059] Each of the bridges 18 extends across the air
outlet 11A in the anteroposterior direction, and is inte-
grally formed at opposite ends thereof with the base panel
10. In other words, one end of the bridge 18 is integrally
formed with the first edge part 11, and the other end of
the bridge 18 is integrally formed with the isolating plate
part 17.
[0060] Since the vane-rotating motor 71 is mounted
only to the left of the vane 20, there is the possibility that
the vane 20 does not uniformly close the air outlet 11A
throughout the entire range from the left end to the right
end of the air outlet 11A. However, since the bridge 18
is supported at opposite ends thereof by the base panel
10, the bridge 18 brings the vane 20 into close contact
with the base panel 10, thereby enabling the vane 20 to
uniformly close the air outlet 11A throughout the entire
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range from the left end to the right end of the air outlet 11A.
[0061] The bridge 18 is constituted by a plate body.
The bridge 18 includes a body portion 18A and a hook
portion 18B. The body portion 18A has a larger surface
area than the hook portion 18B, and the hook portion 18B
extends from the rear upper portion of the body portion
18A while being curved downward so as to have a pre-
determined radius of curvature. Consequently, a vane-
accommodating groove 18C, which is open downward,
is defined between the body portion 18A and the hook
portion 18B. When the front end of the vane 20 is lowered
while the vane 20 is rotated about the sub rotating shafts
22, which serve as the rotating axis, so as to open the
air outlet 11A, the rear end of the vane 20 is inserted into
the vane-accommodating groove 18C. In other words,
the vane-accommodating groove provides a space in
which the vane 20 is rotated.
[0062] The bridge 18 has a hinge groove 18D, which
is located inside and in front of the vane-accommodating
groove 18C and to which the sub rotating shaft 22 of the
vane 20 is coupled. The hinge groove 18D is formed in
the rear end of the body portion 18A and communicates
with the vane-accommodating groove 18C. The body
portion 18A is provided at the front end thereof with a
through groove 18E, through which the link 62 extends.
The link 62 may be moved to the right and left in the
through groove 18E by driving force from the louver-ro-
tating motor 72.
[0063] However, since the bridge 18 has a lot of
grooves, that is, the vane-accommodating groove 18C,
the hinge groove 18D and the through groove 18E, the
rigidity of the bridge 18 is decreased, and there is thus
the concern about breakage of the bridge 18 when the
vane 20 is rotated. In order to increase the rigidity of the
bridge 18, the body portion 18A of the bridge 18 is pro-
vided with a plurality of protruding ribs 18F, 18G, 18H,
18I and 18J. The plurality of ribs 18F, 18G, 18H, 18I and
18J may be formed only at the left side surface of the
body portion 18A or only at the right side surface of the
body portion 18A. Alternatively, the plurality of ribs 18F,
18G, 18H, 18I and 18J may be formed at both side sur-
faces of the body portion 18A.
[0064] In this embodiment, the plurality of ribs 18F,
18G, 18H, 18I and 18J will be described as being formed
only at the left side surface of the body portion 18A.
[0065] The plurality of ribs 18F, 18G, 18H, 18I and 18J
include a hinge groove rib 18F, which is formed at the
left side of the hinge groove 18D so as to have a shape
corresponding to the hinge groove 18D, a through groove
rib 18G, which is formed at the left side of the through
groove 18E so as to have a shape corresponding to the
through groove 18E, and one or more connecting ribs
18H, 18I and 18J, which connect the hinge groove rib
18F to the through groove rib 18G.
[0066] The one or more connecting ribs 18H, 18I and
18J include a first connecting rib 18H, connecting the
upper end of the hinge groove rib 18F to the upper end
of the through groove rib 18G, a second connecting rib

18I, connecting the lower end of the hinge groove rib 18F
to the lower end of the through groove rib 18G, and a
third connecting rib 18J, connecting an intermediate por-
tion between the two ends of the hinge groove rib 18F to
an intermediate portion between the two ends of the
through groove rib 18G.
[0067] At least a portion of each of the first and second
connecting ribs 18H and 18I extends through a side edge
of the body portion 18A. Specifically, the first connecting
rib 18H extends obliquely from the upper end of the hinge
groove rib 18F to the upper end of a side edge of the
body portion 18A, and then extends from the upper end
of the side edge of the body portion 18A to the upper end
of the through groove rib 18G so as to be formed at the
upper end of the front edge of the body portion 18A and
at a portion of the front edge of the body portion 18A.
The second connecting rib 18I extends from the lower
end of the hinge groove rib 18F to the lower end of the
through groove rib 18G, and then extends from the lower
end of the through groove rib 18F to the lower end of the
through groove rib 18G so as to be formed along the
lower end of the front edge the body portion 18A and
along a portion of the front edge of the body portion 18A.
[0068] The body portion 18A of the bridge 18 may be
further provided with a fourth connecting rib 18K, a fifth
connecting rib 18L, a sixth connecting rib 18M and a sev-
enth connecting rib 18N. The fourth connecting rib 18K
vertically extends so as to connect the through groove
rib 18G to the first connecting rib 18H. The fifth connect-
ing rib 18L vertically extends so as to connect the through
groove rib 18G to the second connecting rib 18I. The
sixth connecting rib 18M vertically extends so as to con-
nect the first connecting rib 18H to the third connecting
rib 18J. The seventh rib 18N vertically extends so as to
connect the second connecting rib 18I to the third con-
necting rib 18J.
[0069] FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the rotating shaft of
the vane illustrated in FIG. 5. FIG. 9 is an exploded per-
spective view of FIG. 8.
[0070] Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, the rotating shaft 22
of the vane 20 includes a base shaft 22A and a base
shaft cover 22B surrounding the base shaft 22A. The
base shaft cover 22B is made of a different material from
the base shaft 22A so as to reduce friction between the
base shaft cover 22B and the bridge 18 and to thus pre-
vent the generation of noise while the vane 20 is rotated.
[0071] The vane 20 is provided with a cover coupler
23, which is projected upward, and the base shaft 22A
is projected from the right side surface of the cover cou-
pler 23. The cover coupler 23 is provided therein with
hook holes 23A, and the base shaft cover 22B is provided
with hook protrusions 22C, which are fitted into the hook
holes 23A and coupled thereto. In other words, since the
base shaft cover 22B is coupled to the cover coupler 23
in a hook-engagement manner, the coupling thereof to
the cover coupler 23 is facilitated. The hook holes 23A
are spaced apart from each other in the circumferential
direction of the base shaft 22A, and the hook protrusions
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22C are formed at positions corresponding to those of
the hook holes 23A.
[0072] FIG. 10 is a view illustrating the fourth edge part
illustrated in FIG. 3. FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view
taken along line A-A in FIG. 10. FIG. 12 is a view illus-
trating the fourth edge part illustrated in FIG. 10, from
which the control box is removed. FIG. 13 is a view illus-
trating the opposite surface of the control box illustrated
in FIG. 10.
[0073] Referring to FIGS. 10 to 13, the control box 91
is mounted on the upper surface of the fourth edge part
14 of the base panel 10. The control box 91 is able to
control and display the operation of the air conditioner.
The control box 91 is coupled to the fourth edge part 14,
with the lower surface thereof mounted on the fourth edge
part 14. The control box 91 is provided on the outer sur-
face thereof with a fastening piece 91B, which protrudes
therefrom and has a fastening hole 91A, and the fourth
edge part 14 is provided on the upper surface thereof
with a fastening protrusion 14A, which is fitted into the
fastening hole 91A so as to couple the control box 91 to
the fourth edge part 14.
[0074] The control box 91 defines therein a hollow
space in which the control board 92 is accommodated.
The control board 92 is preferably made of a printed cir-
cuit board (PCB).
[0075] The control board 92 is provided with a receiver
93 and with light sources 94 and 95, which are disposed
on both lateral sides of the receiver 93 so as to create
light in response to input of a specific control signal. The
receiver 93 may receive a control signal from a remote
controller, which is manipulated by a user. The light
sources 94 and 95 may be embodied as light-emitting
diodes (LEDs). The light sources 94 and 95 may create
light having different colors, and a user may check the
operational state of the air conditioner by observing the
colors, created by the light sources 94 and 95, with his/her
eyes.
[0076] In order for the receiver 93 to receive a control
signal from the remote controller and for a user to observe
the light created by the light sources 94 and 95 with
his/her eyes, the control box 91 is open at the lower sur-
face thereof that is seated on the fourth edge part 14.
Hence, when water condensed on the indoor heat ex-
changer in the body 100 falls on the fourth edge part 14
in the state in which the control box 91 is mounted on the
fourth edge part 14, there is the concern about malfunc-
tion or breakage of the air conditioner because the con-
densed water flows into the control box 91 and infiltrates
the control board 92.
[0077] In order to prevent the condensed water from
flowing into the control box 91, the fourth edge part 14 is
provided on the upper surface thereof with a first water-
blocking rib 14b, which surrounds the outer surface of
the lower edge of the control box 91, and a second water-
blocking rib 14C, which surrounds the inner surface of
the lower edge of the control box 91. When the control
box 91 is mounted on the fourth edge part 14, the lower

edge of the control box 91 is disposed between the first
water-blocking rib 14B and the second water-blocking rib
14C.
[0078] The first water-blocking rib 14B serves to pri-
marily prevent condensed water, having fallen on the
fourth edge part 14, from flowing into the control box 91.
Even when the condensed water runs over the first water-
blocking rib 14B and flows between the first water-block-
ing rib 14B and the second water-blocking rib 14C, the
second water-blocking rib 14C serves to secondarily pre-
vent the condensed water from flowing into the control
box 91.
[0079] The first water-blocking rib 14B and the second
water-blocking rib 14C are configured to have shapes
corresponding to the lower edge of the control box 91.
[0080] The first water-blocking rib 14B may be open at
a portion thereof so as to define a water discharge open-
ing 14D. Consequently, condensed water, which runs
over the first water-blocking rib 14B and flows between
the first water-blocking rib 14B and the second water-
blocking rib 14C, is discharged to the outside of the first
water-blocking rib 14B through the water discharge open-
ing 14D. The water discharge opening 14D is preferably
formed at the lowest area of the fourth edge part 14.
Accordingly, the water discharge opening 14D is formed
at an area of the fourth edge part 14 that is close to the
isolating plate part 17.
[0081] Furthermore, the first water-blocking rib 14B is
open so as to define a wiring opening 14E, through which
electric wires connected to the control board 92 extend
outward. In order to prevent condensed water from flow-
ing into the control box 91 along the electric wires con-
nected to the control board 92 when condensed water
runs over the first water-blocking rib 14B and flows be-
tween the first water-blocking rib 14B and the second
water-blocking rib 14C, the wiring opening 14E is pref-
erably formed at the highest area of the fourth edge part
14. Accordingly, the wiring opening 14E is formed at an
area of the fourth edge part 14 that is far away from the
isolating plate part 17.
[0082] The fourth edge part 14 is provided with a re-
ceiver hole 14F in which the receiver 93 is disposed. The
receiver hole 14F is formed at the area of the fourth edge
part 14 that is defined by the second water-blocking rib
14C. The receiver hole 14F is configured to have a size
that is slightly greater than the size that allows the re-
ceiver 93 to be tightly fitted into the receiver hole 14F, so
that a circuit printed on the control board 92 is prevented,
as far as possible, from being visible through the receiver
hole 14F while allowing light emitted from the light sourc-
es 94 and 95 to pass through the receiver hole 14F.
[0083] The fourth edge part 14 is provided under the
lower surface thereof with a receiver window 96, which
covers the receiver hole 14F. The receiver window 96
covers the receiver hole 14F so as to protect the receiver
93 from the outside. The receiver window 96 is preferably
made of a material having an appropriate color, which
allows control signals from the remote controller and light
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emitted from the light sources 94 and 95 to be transmitted
therethrough. The fourth edge part 14 and the sixth edge
part 16 are provided under the lower surfaces thereof
with the second inspection opening cover 50. The receiv-
er window 96 is disposed between the fourth edge part
14 and the second inspection opening cover 50.
[0084] The second inspection opening cover 50 is pro-
vided with a window hole 51, through which the receiver
window 96 is exposed. The receiver window 96 may be
partially fitted into and disposed in the window hole 51.
Specifically, the receiver window 96 is provided with a
convex portion, which is convex downward so as to be
fitted into the window hole 51. The window hole 51 is
preferably configured to have a size that allows light emit-
ted from the light sources 94 and 95 to be transmitted
therethrough, similar to the receiver hole 14F.
[0085] Referring to FIG. 4, the first inspection opening
cover 40 is coupled to the third edge part 13 and the fifth
edge part 15, and the second inspection opening cover
50 is coupled to the fourth edge part 14 and the sixth
edge part 16. The third edge part 13 and the fifth edge
part 15 are provided with hook holes 19A and 19B for
coupling of the first inspection opening cover 40, and the
fourth edge part 14 and the sixth edge part 16 are pro-
vided with hook holes 19A and 19B for coupling of the
second inspection opening cover 50. In other words, the
first inspection opening cover 40 is coupled to the third
edge part 13 and the fifth edge part 15 in a hook-engage-
ment manner, and the second inspection opening cover
50 is coupled to the fourth edge part 14 and the sixth
edge part 16 in a hook-engagement manner.
[0086] FIG. 14 is a view illustrating the intake grille il-
lustrated in FIG. 2, which is open. FIG. 15 is a perspective
view illustrating an initial stage of an operation of remov-
ing the second inspection opening cover from the base
panel. FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
second inspection opening cover, which is coupled to the
base panel. FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view illustrating
the initial stage of the operation of removing the second
inspection opening cover from the base panel. FIG. 18
is a cross-sectional view illustrating a subsequent stage
of the operation of removing the second inspection open-
ing cover from the base panel.
[0087] Referring to FIGS. 14 to 18, the first inspection
opening cover 40 and the second inspection opening
cover 50 are provided with respective dismantling han-
dles 42 and 52. Since the second inspection opening
cover 50 is configured to be substantially identical to the
first inspection opening cover 40 with the exception that
it is further provided with the window hole 51, only the
second inspection opening cover 50 will be set forth as
an example in the following description.
[0088] The second inspection opening cover 50 is pro-
vided with the dismantling handle 52, which is positioned
at the left side of the inspection opening cover 50, which
is opposite the right marginal edge of the inspection open-
ing cover and which protrudes leftward. When there is a
need to remove the second inspection opening cover 50

from the base panel 10 for inspection of the air condition-
er, the dismantling handle 52 is pulled by a worker. As a
result, the left side of the second inspection opening cov-
er 50, at which the dismantling handle 52 is formed, is
rotated rightward about the right marginal edge, and thus
the second inspection opening cover 50 is removed from
the base panel 10.
[0089] When the intake grille 30 is mounted on the sec-
ond edge part 12, the dismantling handle 52 is disposed
between the second edge part 12 and the intake grille
30, and thus becomes invisible from the outside. Accord-
ingly, the appearance of the air conditioner is improved
compared to the case in which the dismantling handle
52 is provided at the right marginal edge of the second
inspection opening cover 50.
[0090] When there is a need to remove the second
inspection opening cover 50 from the base panel 10, the
intake grille 30 is first removed from the base panel 10,
and the dismantling handle 52 is pulled so as to allow
the inspection opening cover 50 to be removed.
[0091] The inspection opening cover 50 is provided on
the upper surface thereof with hook protrusions 53 and
54, which are fitted into the hook holes 19A and 19B. The
hook protrusions 53 and 54 include a first hook protrusion
53, which is close to the dismantling handle 52, and a
second hook protrusion 54, which is spaced apart from
the first hook protrusion 53 toward the right marginal edge
of the second inspection opening cover 50. The second
hook protrusion 54 is spaced apart from the first hook
protrusion 53 in the direction opposite the direction in
which the dismantling handle 52 protrudes. The first hook
protrusion 53 and the second hook protrusion 54 are
spaced apart from each other in the lateral direction. The
first hook protrusion 53 includes a plurality of hook pro-
trusions, which are spaced apart from each other in the
longitudinal direction of the second inspection opening
cover 50, and the second hook protrusion 54 also in-
cludes a plurality of hook protrusions, which are spaced
apart from each other in the longitudinal direction of the
second inspection opening cover 50. The hook holes 19A
and 19B include a first hook hole 19A, into which the first
hook protrusion 53 is fitted, and a second hook hole 19B,
into which the second hook protrusion 54 is fitted. The
first hook hole 19A is formed so as to correspond to the
position and number of the first hook protrusions 53, and
the second hook hole 19B is formed so as to correspond
to the position and number of the second hook protru-
sions 54.
[0092] In the fourth edge part 14 and the sixth edge
part 16, the left surface of the first hook hole 19A, which
is one of the side surfaces constituting the first hook hole
19A, is provided with a first inclined surface 19C, and the
right surface of the second hook hole 19B, which is one
of the side surfaces constituting the second hook hole
19B, is provided with a second inclined surface 19D. The
first inclined surface 19C and the second inclined surface
19D are inclined so as to become closer to each other
moving upward.
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[0093] The first hook protrusion 53 is provided at the
end thereof with a first snap protrusion 53A, which is
formed on the left surface thereof opposite the marginal
edge of the second inspection opening cover 50, and the
second hook protrusion 54 is provided at the end thereof
with a second snap protrusion 54A, which is formed on
the right surface thereof that faces the marginal edge of
the second inspection opening cover 50. When the first
hook protrusion 53 is completely fitted into the first hook
hole 19A, the first snap protrusion 53A is engaged with
the upper end of the first inclined surface 19C. When the
second hook protrusion 54 is completely fitted into the
second hook hole 19B, the second snap protrusion 54A
is engaged with the upper end of the second inclined
surface 19D.
[0094] When a user pulls the dismantling handle 52
after removing the intake grille 30 from the base panel
10, the second inspection opening cover 50 is rotated
about the second hook protrusion 54, which serves as
the rotating axis, and is removed from the base panel 10.
In the course of removing the second inspection opening
cover 50 from the base panel 10, the first hook protrusion
53 comes into contact with the first inclined surface 19C
while the second hook protrusion 54 is engaged with the
base panel 10, as illustrated in FIG. 17. In this state, the
second snap protrusion 54A, formed at the second hook
protrusion 54, is engaged with the upper end of the sec-
ond inclined surface 19D, thereby making it difficult for
the second inspection opening cover 50 to fall on the
indoor floor.
[0095] As is apparent from the above description, the
air conditioner according to the embodiment of the
present invention has an improved appearance and de-
sign because the vane 20 is configured to uniformly close
the air outlet 11A by means of the bridges 18.
[0096] Furthermore, by virtue of the first water-blocking
rib 14B and the second water-blocking rib 14C, it is pos-
sible to prevent condensed water from flowing into the
control box 91 and thus to prevent breakage or malfunc-
tion of the air conditioner.
[0097] In addition, since the dismantling handles 42
and 52, which are respectively provided at the inspection
opening covers 40 and 50, are not visible from the outside
because they are covered by the intake grille 30, the ap-
pearance of the air conditioner is improved. Furthermore,
since it is possible to repair or inspect the components
or wiring in the body 100 through the inspection openings
15A and 16A after removing the inspection opening cover
40 and 50, repair and inspection work is facilitated.
Although the preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention have been disclosed for illustrative purposes,
those skilled in the art will appreciate that various modi-
fications, additions and substitutions are possible, with-
out departing from the scope and spirit of the invention
as disclosed in the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. An air conditioner comprising:

a control box (91) accommodating a control
board (92) and having an open surface; and
a base panel (10) having an air inlet (12A) and
an air outlet (11A), the control box (91) being
mounted on the base panel (10) by seating the
open surface thereof on the base panel (10),

wherein the base panel (10) includes a first water-
blocking rib (14B) surrounding an outer surface of a
lower edge defining the open surface of the control
box (91) so as to prevent water from flowing into the
control box (91).

2. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
base panel (10) further includes a second water-
blocking rib (14C) surrounding an inner surface of
the lower edge defining the open surface of the con-
trol box (91) so as to prevent water from flowing into
the control box (91).

3. The air conditioner according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the first water-blocking rib (14B) is configured to have
a shape corresponding to a shape of the lower edge
defining the open surface of the control box (91).

4. The air conditioner according to claim 2 or 3, wherein
the second water-blocking rib (14C) is configured to
have a shape corresponding to a shape of the lower
edge defining the open surface of the control box
(91).

5. The air conditioner according to anyone of the claims
1 to 4, wherein a region of the base panel (10) on
which the control box (91) is mounted is inclined up-
ward, with increasing distance toward an outer mar-
ginal edge of the base panel (10).

6. The air conditioner according to anyone of the claims
1 to 5, wherein the first water-blocking rib (14B) is
open at a portion thereof so as to define a water
discharge opening (14D).

7. The air conditioner according to anyone of claims 1
to 6, wherein the first water-blocking rib (14B) is open
at a portion thereof so as to define a wiring opening
(14E), through which electric wires, connected to the
control board (92), extend outward.

8. The air conditioner according to anyone of claims 1
to 7, wherein the control board (92) includes a re-
ceiver (93) to which a control signal is input, and light
sources (94; 95) disposed on both lateral sides of
the receiver (93) so as to create light when a specific
control signal is input to the receiver (93).
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9. The air conditioner according to claim 8, wherein the
base panel (10) has a receiver hole (14F) into which
the receiver (93) is fitted, and
wherein the air conditioner further comprises a re-
ceiver window (96) for covering the receiver hole
(14F), and an inspection opening cover (50) coupled
to the base panel (10) and having a window hole (51)
for allowing the receiver window (96) to be exposed
therethrough.

10. The air conditioner according to claim 9, wherein the
receiver window (96) is disposed between the base
panel (10) and the inspection opening cover (50).

11. The air conditioner according to anyone of the claims
1 to 10, wherein the base panel (10) comprises:

a first edge part (11) having the air outlet (11A);
a second edge part (12) having an air inlet (12A);
an isolating plate part (17) disposed between
the first edge part (11) and the second edge part
(12) so as to isolate the air outlet (11A) from the
air inlet (12A);
a third edge part (13) disposed at one side of
the first edge part (11);
a fourth edge part (14) disposed at a remaining
side of the first edge part (11) and including the
first water-blocking rib (14B) formed thereon, the
control box (91) being mounted on the fourth
edge part (14) with the open surface of the con-
trol box (91) seated on the fourth edge part (14);
a fifth edge part (15) disposed at one side of the
second edge part(12) and the isolating plate part
(17); and
a sixth edge part (16) disposed at a remaining
side of the second edge part (12) and the iso-
lating plate part (17).

12. The air conditioner according to claim 11, wherein
each of the fifth and sixth edge parts (15; 16) has at
least one inspection opening (15A; 16A).

13. The air conditioner according to claim 12, further
comprising:

a first inspection opening cover (40) coupled to
the third and fifth edge parts (13; 15) so as to
cover the at least one inspection opening (15A)
formed in the fifth edge part (15); and
a second inspection opening cover (50) coupled
to the fourth and sixth edge parts (14; 16) so as
to cover the at least one inspection opening
(16A) formed in the sixth edge part (16).

14. The air conditioner according to claim 13, wherein
the control board (92) includes a receiver (93) to
which a control signal is input, and light sources (94;
95) disposed at both lateral sides of the receiver (93)

so as to create light when a specific control signal is
input to the receiver (93).

15. The air conditioner according to claim 14, wherein
the fourth edge part (14) has a receiver hole (14F)
into which the receiver (93) is fitted, and
wherein the air conditioner further comprises a re-
ceiver window (96) for covering the receiver hole
(14F), and the second inspection opening cover (50)
has a window hole (51) for allowing the receiver win-
dow (96) to be exposed therethrough.
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