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(54) Recording apparatus and method of controlling the same

(57) The invention provides a recording apparatus
(3) and a method of controlling the operation of the re-
cording apparatus in which the timing of replacing ink
cartridges (11) for supplying ink to a recording head or
the timing of refilling the ink cartridges with ink is con-
trolled in such a manner as to minimize the total amount
of ink consumed during the operation of recovering the
recording head performed after the ink cartridge is re-
placed or refilled thereby achieving a high efficiency in
the replacement or refilling of ink cartridges. The amount
of remaining ink is monitored for each ink cartridge. If
an ink cartridge is detected to be so low in the amount
of remaining ink that it should be replaced or refilled
(step S114), then it is judged whether there is another
ink cartridge whose amount of remaining ink is lower
than a predetermined value. If there is such an ink car-
tridge, it is determined that the ink cartridge as well as
the former one should also be replaced or refilled with
ink. In accordance with the judgement result, informa-
tion is presented about the ink cartridge which should
be replaced or refilled. As opposed to conventional tech-
niques in which there is a possibility that an ink cartridge
runs out ink during a recovering operation performed af-
ter another ink cartridge was replaced or refilled with ink
and thus it is also required to be replaced or refilled, the
technique according to the present invention makes it
possible to replace or refill ink cartridges in a highly ef-
ficient manner.



EP 0 885 731 A3

2



EP 0 885 731 A3

3



EP 0 885 731 A3

4



EP 0 885 731 A3

5



EP 0 885 731 A3

6


	bibliography
	search report

