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(54) STALL DETECTION IN SINE WAVE DRIVEN MOTORS

(57) A stall detector (110) for detecting stall of a
brushless DC motor (120) which is adapted for applying
one or more driving signals such that currents through
the one or more coils of the brushless DC motor are gen-
erating a flux for driving the motor. The stall detector com-
prises: a processing device (111) adapted for determin-
ing a direct lead angle between a back EMF voltage vec-

tor generated by the motor and a current vector which
represents the flux generated by the currents through the
one or more coils; the processing device (111), moreo-
ver, is adapted for determining that the motor is stalling
when the direct lead angle exceeds at least one prede-
fined threshold at least once.
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to the field of multi-coil brushless DC motors. More specifically it relates to the field of
detecting stall of multi-coil brushless DC motors.

Background of the invention

[0002] Brushless direct current (BLDC) motor electronics are designed to support silent sensorless motor drive, for
cost and noise reasons. However, without a position sensor, a reliable way of motor stall detection is essential to operate
these motors reliably in all conditions.
[0003] Stalls of sensorless BLDC motors can be detected by checking the motor current increase when the BEMF
(back electromotive force) voltage, which is proportional with the speed, is dropping. The motor current oscillation may
be monitored since the rotor may resonate after a torque shock (e.g. when hitting an end-position)
[0004] At high speed, stall can be detected by monitoring the current and by comparing it with a threshold. If a stall
occurs, then the current goes beyond the threshold and an overcurrent is detected. If, for example, one of the phase
currents goes above 150% of the normal operating current, then stall is detected.
[0005] At lower speeds, however, overcurrent detection is not possible because of the limited current and BEMF at
lower speeds.
[0006] There is therefore a need for a method and/or a motor controller which can detect stall at lower rotor speeds
than is the case when only doing overcurrent detection of the phase currents for detecting stall.

Summary of the invention

[0007] It is an object of embodiments of the present invention to provide a good system and method to detect stall of
multi-coil sinusoidally controlled BLDC motors. In embodiments of the present invention the motor is driven in closed-
loop sine mode. In embodiments of the present invention the motor may be a stepper motor.
[0008] The above objective is accomplished by a method and device according to the present invention.
[0009] In a first aspect embodiments of the present invention relate to a stall detector for detecting stall of a brushless
DC motor. The brushless DC motor is adapted for applying one or more driving signals such that currents through the
one or more coils of the brushless DC motor are generating a flux for driving the motor.
[0010] The stall detector comprises a processing device adapted for determining a direct lead angle between a back
EMF voltage vector generated by the motor and a current vector which represents the flux generated by the currents
through the one or more coils. The processing device is, moreover, adapted for determining that the motor is stalling
when the direct lead angle exceeds at least one predefined threshold at least once.
[0011] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that stall can be detected even at lower rotor speeds
than it is the case when only overcurrent detection of the phase current is done for detecting stall.
[0012] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that false positives due to torque shocks are avoided.
This is achieved by using the direct lead angle as stall indicator.
[0013] In embodiments of the present invention the at least one predefined threshold may be selected such that it is
exceeded by the lead angle when motor stall occurs, and this during for example at least 80% or even 90% of the
measurements. In embodiments of the present invention the at least one predefined threshold may be selected such
that it is not, or only during a limited amount of measurements (e.g. less than 5%, or even less than 2% of the meas-
urements, or even not at all), exceeded when a torque shock occurs.
[0014] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector comprises a current detector adapted for obtaining
the current vector.
[0015] In embodiments of the present invention the current vector may be expressed in an axis system with at least
2 axes.
[0016] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector comprises a voltage detector which is adapted for
obtaining a voltage vector.
[0017] In embodiments of the present invention the voltage vector may be expressed in the same axis system as the
axis system of the current vector.
[0018] In embodiments of the present invention at least two predefined thresholds are defined as the thresholds of a
predefined operation region.
[0019] In embodiments of the present invention the predefined operation region may be defined by a Direct-Lead-
Angle (DLA)target value and a tolerance value. Thus the predefined thresholds are the DLA-target value +/- the tolerance
value.



EP 3 826 170 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0020] In embodiments of the present invention at least one predefined threshold may for example be in a range
between +80° and +100° and another predefined threshold is in a range between -80° and -100°.
[0021] A positive threshold is exceeded when the value of the direct lead angle is larger than the value of the threshold.
A negative threshold is exceeded when the absolute value of a negative direct lead angle is larger than the absolute
value of the negative threshold.
[0022] In embodiments of the present invention the current detector comprises a current measurement means for
determining the current through the one or more coils and is adapted for determining the current vector from the measured
current.
[0023] The current measurement means may for example be a shunt resistor or a hall sensor.
[0024] In embodiments of the present invention the processing device is adapted for determining stall only after a pre-
defined period after starting the brushless DC-motor.
[0025] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that false detections in the beginning of start-up
due to a too small BEMF voltage are avoided.
[0026] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector comprises an interface for signaling that the motor
is stalled.
[0027] The interface may be a hardware interface such as an output pin, or a communication interface. It is an advantage
of embodiments of the present invention that a motor controller which is generating the driving signals can be signaled
that the rotor is stalled. The stall detector may be integrated in the motor controller.
[0028] Embodiments of the present invention may relate to a motor system. The motor system comprises a controller,
a bridge driver, a brushless DC motor, and a stall detector according to embodiments of the present invention. The
controller is adapted for generating driving signals for controlling the bridge driver such that currents through the one or
more coils of the brushless DC motor are generating a flux for driving the motor. Different current profiles may be
generated. In embodiments of the present invention the controller may be adapted for controlling the bridge driver such
that sinusoidal drive currents are generated through the one or more coils of the motor.
[0029] In embodiments of the present invention the brushless DC motor may be a multi-coil brushless DC motor.
[0030] In embodiments of the present invention the controller is adapted for generating pulse width modulated driving
signals.
[0031] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector is adapted for signaling to the controller that the
motor is stalled.
[0032] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that a signal can be send to the controller indicating
that the motor is stalled as this allows the controller to adjust the driving of the motor.
[0033] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector may be integrated in the controller.
[0034] In the next paragraphs two separate options are cited for stopping the motor. The invention is, however, not
limited to these options.
[0035] In embodiments of the present invention the controller may be adapted for putting the bridge outputs to tri-state
upon reception of a stall signal from the stall detector.
[0036] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that driving of the motor is stopped as soon as stall
is detected. By putting the bridge outputs in tri-state high currents through the coils are avoided.
[0037] In other embodiments of the present invention the controller may be adapted for setting all coils to a same
predefined voltage potential. In embodiments of the present invention the predefined voltage potential may for example
be the ground potential. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that no flux is generated as soon
as stall is detected. In embodiments of the present invention the predefined voltage potential may for example be the
supply voltage.
[0038] In a second aspect embodiments of the present invention relate to a method for detecting stall of a brushless
DC motor for which driving signals are applied such that currents through the one or more coils of the brushless DC
motor are generating a flux for driving the motor.
[0039] The method comprises determining a direct lead angle between a back EMF voltage generated by the motor
and a current vector which represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more coils.
[0040] The method, moreover, comprises determining that the motor is stalling when the direct lead angle exceeds
at least one predefined threshold at least once.
[0041] In embodiments of the present invention the method comprises obtaining the current vector and/or obtaining
the voltage vector.
[0042] In embodiments of the present invention the current vector and/or the voltage vector are obtained by obtaining
voltages over the coils and/or by measuring currents through the coils, and by projecting the currents and/or voltages
onto an axis system with at least two axis.
[0043] In embodiments of the present invention the projection may be a Clarke transformation. This transformation
may be followed by a Park transformation.
[0044] Particular and preferred aspects of the invention are set out in the accompanying independent and dependent
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claims. Features from the dependent claims may be combined with features of the independent claims and with features
of other dependent claims as appropriate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0045] These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent from and elucidated with reference to the embodi-
ment(s) described hereinafter.

Brief description of the drawings

[0046]

FIG. 1 shows a schematic drawing of a motor system in accordance with embodiments of the present invention.
FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of a method in accordance with embodiments of the present invention.
FIG. 3 shows vector representation of the currents through a 3-phase BLDC motor and two projection axes.
FIG. 4 shows a vector representation of the voltage in the same axis system as in FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 shows a vector diagram of a counterclockwise rotating rotor.
FIG. 6 shows a vector diagram of a counterclockwise rotating rotor with RI shifted to the center of the coordinate
system.
FIG. 7 shows a mapping of the voltage vector in the current reference frame.
FIG. 8 shows a mapping of the BEMF voltage vector in the current reference frame.
FIG. 9 shows the result of the sensorless measurement of the direct lead angle of a running BLDC motor with noise
on the current measurements and torque changes being applied on the motor, in accordance with embodiments of
the present invention.
FIG. 10 shows the result of the sensorless measurement of the direct lead angle of a stalling BLDC motor, in
accordance with embodiments of the present invention.

[0047] Any reference signs in the claims shall not be construed as limiting the scope. In the different drawings, the
same reference signs refer to the same or analogous elements.

Detailed description of illustrative embodiments

[0048] The present invention will be described with respect to particular embodiments and with reference to certain
drawings but the invention is not limited thereto but only by the claims. The drawings described are only schematic and
are non-limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for
illustrative purposes. The dimensions and the relative dimensions do not correspond to actual reductions to practice of
the invention.
[0049] It is to be noticed that the term "comprising", used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being restricted
to the means listed thereafter; it does not exclude other elements or steps. It is thus to be interpreted as specifying the
presence of the stated features, integers, steps or components as referred to, but does not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps or components, or groups thereof. Thus, the scope of the expression
"a device comprising means A and B" should not be limited to devices consisting only of components A and B. It means
that with respect to the present invention, the only relevant components of the device are A and B.
[0050] Reference throughout this specification to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one embodiment
of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases "in one embodiment" or "in an embodiment" in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment, but may. Furthermore, the particular
features, structures or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner, as would be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.
[0051] Similarly, it should be appreciated that in the description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, various
features of the invention are sometimes grouped together in a single embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the
purpose of streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the understanding of one or more of the various inventive aspects.
This method of disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed invention requires
more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in
less than all features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the detailed description
are hereby expressly incorporated into this detailed description, with each claim standing on its own as a separate
embodiment of this invention.
[0052] Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but not other features included in other
embodiments, combinations of features of different embodiments are meant to be within the scope of the invention, and
form different embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For example, in the following claims, any of
the claimed embodiments can be used in any combination.
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[0053] In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth. However, it is understood that
embodiments of the invention may be practiced without these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods,
structures and techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding of this description.
[0054] Where in embodiments of the present invention reference is made to the driving signals, reference is made to
the signals which generate a current through the motor coils of the BLDC motor. The currents may be generated by an
average voltage difference over the motor coils generated by a full bridge output driver 130. The driving signals may be
pulse width modulated (PWM) signals, or linear controlled signals. The resulting currents through the coils are e.g.
sinusoidal currents.
[0055] The average voltage difference over the coils is a means to produce the phase currents in the coils of the BLDC
motor.
[0056] In a first aspect embodiments of the present invention relate to a stall detector 110 for detecting stall of a
brushless DC motor 120 wherein driving signals are applied such that currents through the one or more coils of the
brushless DC motor are generating a flux for driving the motor. The brushless DC motor may be a multi-coil brushless
DC motor. The driving signals may be such that a sinusoidal current is flowing through the coils. A stall detector according
to embodiments of the present invention is suitable for detecting stall of star as well as for delta constructed motors.
[0057] The stall detector comprises a processing device 111 adapted for determining a direct lead angle between a
back EMF voltage generated by the motor and a current vector. In embodiments of the present invention this is the
resistive current vector. The current vector represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more coils
of the brushless DC motor. The current vector may be expressed in an axis system which comprises at least two axis.
The processing device 111 is adapted for determining that the motor is stalling when the direct lead angle exceeds at
least one predefined threshold at least once. In embodiments of the present invention the back EMF voltage may be
determined from the current vector and the voltage vector. The direct lead angle may be directly determined from the
voltage vector and the current vector, if the phase resistance and inductance of the motor is known. In embodiments of
the present invention the back EMF vector may be determined from the voltage vector and the current vector, and the
direct lead angle may be determined from the back EMF vector and the current vector.
[0058] It is found by the inventor, by studying different parameters, that stall of BLDC motors can be detected by
obtaining the direct lead-angle and by comparing it with one or more predefined thresholds. The algorithm may use a
positive and/or a negative threshold for the comparison. The absolute value of these thresholds may be the same.
[0059] The motor may for example be driven in sine mode. For typical BLDC motors, the direct lead angle values are
around 0° during sine drive, this is the optimal drive (most amount of torque for the used current, what is very energy
efficient) wherein the phase current and the phase BEMF voltage are in sync to deliver the maximum motor power. For
interior permanent magnet motors (IPM motors) for which the q-axis inductance (Lq) and the d-axis inductance (Ld) are
different, the optimal lead angle can be negative to take into account the extra reluctance drive effect.
[0060] In embodiments of the present invention the processing device is adapted for determining that the motor is
stalled when the direct lead angle exceeds at least one predefined threshold at least once. The predefined thresholds
may be selected such that an angle tolerance region is defined. The tolerance region may for example be defined as:
DLA-target 6 Tolerance, wherein DLA-target is a target value for the direct lead angle (DLA) and Tolerance is the
tolerance. Thus two predefined thresholds are defined.
[0061] In embodiments of the present invention stall may be detected if the actual monitored direct lead angle, or a
filtered value of a series of monitored direct lead angles, is found outside the predefined thresholds. Digital filtering or
post-processing may be done on the series of direct lead angles before comparing the result with the predefined thresh-
olds.
[0062] In some embodiments of the present invention stall is determined after even 1 measurement outside the -90°:
90° range. Because of this range it can be ascertained that stall occurred. In some embodiments of the present invention
a low pass filter may be used. In that case a smaller window, e.g. -60°: 60°, may be used. The low-pass filter, however,
results in an increased delay and, hence, in a loss of positioning information. Depending on the application requirements
with respect to the accuracy of the position information, the window for determining stall may be decreased or increased.
[0063] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that by using the direct lead angle a more reliable
detection of stall can be obtained than when using the indirect lead angle. When using the indirect lead angle the
thresholds need to be changed when changing the speed and current of the motor. This is not required in embodiments
of the present invention where the direct lead angle is used for the stall detection.
[0064] In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention the direct lead angle tolerance is between +90° and -90°.
Thus a first predefined threshold is +90° and a second predefined threshold is -90°.
[0065] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector may comprise a current detector 113 which is adapted
for obtaining a current vector which represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more coils of the
brushless DC-motor and is expressed in an axis system which comprises at least two axis.
[0066] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detector may comprise a voltage detector 112 which is adapted
for obtaining a voltage vector which represents the voltages over the one or more coils of the brushless DC-motor. The
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voltage vector may be expressed in the same axis system as the current vector. The voltages over the one or more coils
are a means for producing the currents through the one or more coils which on its turn are generating the total flux. In
embodiments of the present invention the voltage vector may be obtained from the supply voltage which is powering
the motor. From the supply voltage and the known duty cycle on every phase, the voltage applied on every phase may
be calculated. This result may be multiplied with a constant factor, which is dependent on the shape of the applied phase
voltages (because the star point voltage is not equal to zero). The supply voltage may be measured or it may be obtained
from the voltage supply.
[0067] In embodiments of the present invention one or more ADC units may be used for measuring the phase voltage
of each phase. If only one ADC is used, it may be multiplexed to different channels. In a preferred embodiment the
channels are sample and hold channels in order to ensure that voltage measurements are taken at one and the same
time. If several ADCs are used the ADC measurements of the different channels are synchronized.
[0068] An example of how the direct lead angle can be obtained is elaborated in the following paragraphs. In a 3-
phase motor, a current is running through each coil. These currents may be sinusoidally varying currents. Each current
produces a flux and the sum of the fluxes results in a total flux.
[0069] The current vector can for example be obtained by measuring the current through a summation resistor 114.
The voltage vector can be obtained by measuring the applied voltage or by retrieving the applied voltage from the
controller who sets the applied voltage.
[0070] Instead of expressing the currents and fluxes for each coil separately they can also be represented in a two-
axis system by doing a projection. Such a projection may for example be a Clarke transformation. When doing a Clarke
transformation different parameters can be written in a vector representation. The Clarke transformation transforms the
phases to a two dimensional a reference frame. In this example all parameters can be described as a vector referenced
to the stator.
[0071] The current I, the back electromotive force (BEMF) B and applied voltage V of a BLDC motor on its 3 phases
(U, V and W) can be transformed to a vector representation. This may be achieved by the Clarke transformation. FIG.
3 shows vector representations of the phase currents (lu, Iv, Iw) and two projection axes (ax, and ay). FIG. 4 shows a
vector representation of the voltage in the same axis system. The following conventions are used: 

With V the voltage relative to the star point voltage.
[0072] For the current I, the vector’s starting position is at (0,0) and its ending position (I_{x}, I_{y}) may be calculated as: 

[0073] In order to preserve the amplitude of the electrical variables, the obtained vectors may be multiplied with 2/3: 

[0074] A Clarke transformation can be followed by a Park transformation. In case of a Park transformation the current
vector is projected on a frame with an orthogonal axis which is rotating at the same speed as the current vector. Thus,
two orthogonal constant components are obtained. The frame of the Park transformation is referenced to the rotor. The
frame of the Park transformation may for example consist of a d-axis which is directed in the direction of the permanent
magnet flux and a q-axis, orthogonal to the d-axis, in the direction of the BEMF voltage vector. The angle between the
direct axis d and the axis ax is the rotator angle θ.
[0075] Mapping may be done using the following formulas: 
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[0076] The amplitude of the calculated vectors in the Clarke or Park reference frame are equal to the amplitude of the
phase values in the 3 phase reference frame. These can (e.g. for the current) be obtained as follows:

[0077] The Clarke transformation transforms all three phases to an orthogonal reference frame. Thus all parameters
may for example be described as a vector referenced to the stator. Subsequently, the Park transformation transforms
these vectors to a dynamic frame, referenced to the rotor.
[0078] FIG. 5 shows a vector diagram wherein a rotor vector, a BEMF voltage vector orthogonal therewith, and a
voltage vector which represents the voltage which is applied to the motor are shown. The voltage which is applied to
the motor will result in a voltage drop ZI between the applied voltage vector and the BEMF voltage vector. The impedance
Z thereby consists of the resistance and the inductance of the motor. In this example the rotor is rotating in anti-clockwise
direction. The position of the rotor is given by the rotor vector R and the BEMF voltage vector is always 90° ahead of
the rotor vector. The vectors can be described with an amplitude and an angle. Hence in the vector representation, it is
possible to calculate angles between these vectors as shown in FIG. 6.
[0079] FIG. 6 shows that the voltage drop ZI consists of a real and an imaginary part which are orthogonal. In this
example R is the resistance of 1 phase and Zy = Lωj with L the inductance of 1 phase. In an example where the shunt
is only resistive, the current measurement will only be resistive (real). The measured current is the total phase current,
but since the configuration of the motor and drive is known, RI can be calculated. This figure shows a vector diagram
with RI shifted to the center of the coordinate system. This way it is possible to see the angle between all different vectors.
[0080] Where in embodiments of the present invention reference is made to the Indirect Lead Angle (ILA) reference
is made to the angle between the current vector I and the voltage vector V.
[0081] Where in embodiments of the present invention reference is made to the Direct Lead Angle (DLA) reference
is made to the angle between the current I and back electromagnetic force B generated by the motor.
[0082] If the angle of the measured current vector and the BEMF voltage vector equals zero, then the most optimal
drive is obtained for motors with Ld=Lq. When the current vector and the BEMF voltage vector are not completely aligned,
this will result in a reduction in torque per current, that is delivered to the rotor, what is not energy efficient.
[0083] These angles give information about the state of the motor and can be used in a control algorithm to drive a
BLDC motor and to detect stall events. All the described angles in this disclosure are electrical angles. The invention
is, however, not limited thereto.
[0084] The cross product between the vectors I (the current vector) and V (the voltage vector) can be calculated in
two ways. 

[0085] Ipk is the amplitude of the current vector and V is the amplitude of the voltage vector.
[0086] The same can be done for the inner product between two vectors I and V: 

[0087] The projections Vα and Vβ may for example be obtained from lookup tables. These lookup tables may for
example be created for V=1. The retrieved values Vα and Vβ may be scaled for a different value of V. The lookup tables
may be created for driving signals which are sine shaped voltages.
[0088] By a division of the above two formulas followed by an arctangent the ILA angle can be obtained as is illustrated
in the formula below. 
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[0089] In embodiments of the present invention the indirect lead angle may for example be calculated by making use
of a lookup table. Such a lookup table may for example have a resolution of 1 degree. Depending on the application the
resolution of the lookup table may be higher or lower. The invention is, however, not limited to a lookup table to obtain
this arctangent. All kind of calculations or approximations may be used to obtain this arctangent.
[0090] The following formulas make use of sine and cosine operators. They may be implemented as lookup table to
decrease the execution time.
[0091] Starting from the indirect lead angle and the applied voltage, the peak current can be calculated: 

[0092] The mapping of the voltage in the current reference frame is illustrated in FIG. 7. Its coordinates can for example
be calculated as follows: 

[0093] The values of the BEMF in this axial system can be calculated, knowing that the difference between the voltage
and BEMF vector equals the vector generated by the current going through the phases. This is illustrated in FIG. 5. 

[0094] The resistance R and inductance L of the phases of the motor can be measured in advance. In a star configuration
the voltages are all relative to the star point voltage. Between the star point and the phase connector is 1 phase, hence
the resistance R and inductance L of the phases of the motor are used. In a delta configuration, equivalent motor phase
values may be calculated.
[0095] Also the BEMF voltage vector can be mapped to the current axis as represented in FIG. 8. This formula shows
the relationship between the DLA angle and the calculated BEMF-values. 

[0096] The motor has its best performance when this DLA angle equals zero. When DLA = 0, the least amount of
current will be consumed. Notice that it is possible to reach even faster speeds, in a voltage limited application, but this
point of fastest speed is not very stable in reality.
[0097] FIG. 9 shows the result of the sensorless measurement of the direct lead angle of a running BLDC motor with
much noise on current measurements (small shunt with very small current), in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention. This figure depicts an example with a plurality of torque shocks. It was noticed by the inventor that
even with the increased noise level and with the presence of the torque shocks the lead angle remained between +90°
and - 90°.
[0098] When the motor is stalling, the controller will increase the torque in order to avoid the stalling. It was noticed
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by the inventor that the DLA of the stalling motor in the exemplary embodiment of the present invention exceeds the +/-
90° thresholds. In this exemplary embodiment of the present invention the thresholds are +/- 90°. The invention is,
however, not limited thereto. Depending on the motor different thresholds may be predefined.
[0099] FIG. 10 displays a continuous increase of torque during sampling points 0-16, the lead angle controller 140 is
still able to react to the torque changes here. Between sampling point 16 and 17, the lead angle controller 140 loses the
rotor and will have delivered a negative torque. It is found by the inventor that if the absolute value of the DLA exceeds
a predefined threshold (in this example +/- 90°) this is an indication of a stalling rotor. All the points thereafter are
measurements of a stalled motor. It is noticed by the inventor that the absolute value of the DLA regularly exceeds the
90° limit, which makes it possible to detect a stall when the motor didn’t start up correctly before going to closed loop
field-oriented control. It is moreover an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that the predefined threshold
can be selected such that peaks due to torque shocks do not exceed the threshold while peaks due to stalling are
exceeding the threshold.
[0100] In the exemplary embodiment of the present invention, when the angle is below -90°, the torque that was applied
during the previous 100 ms will be negative. This will make the stall even worse during that period. In that case the rotor
position is lost and the motor driving needs to be stopped.
[0101] For these pictures the current was sampled every 100 ms. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present
invention that even when the motor does not stall, the measured DLA stays inside a predefined tolerance region (e.g.
the -90°:90° region).
[0102] In some embodiments of the present invention the stall detection is only enabled after a pre-defined time interval
after start-up. The advantage thereof being that false detections in the beginning of start-up due to a too small BEMF
voltage is avoided. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that they can already effectively detect
stall at speeds which are 5% of the maximum speed or higher.
[0103] In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention at least during the first 200ms or even during the first
300 ms, the stall detection is disabled. If something goes wrong it will in worst case be detected after 300ms.
[0104] After these 300ms, the motor will be stopped when the measured DLA exceeds the at least one predefined
threshold (e.g. the -90°:90° region).
[0105] During the tests, of which the results are illustrated in FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, torque shocks and stalls were applied
on the motor while it was running between 5% and 50% of the maximum speed. From these results it can be concluded
that the detection method, according to embodiments of the present invention, is very robust against torque shocks and
allows to determine stalls accurately.
[0106] In embodiments of the present invention the stall detection based on the DLA may be combined with stall
detection based on the current amplitude. This was done in the exemplary embodiment of the present invention of which
the test results are illustrated in FIG. 9 and FIG. 10. It was noticed by the inventor that, in the exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, when the motor runs above 80% of the maximum speed, the stall detection based on current
amplitude always gets triggered first.
[0107] The goal of this test was also to validate at which position the measured DLA exceeded the at least one
predefined threshold (in the example the -90°:90° region), when a stall is always caused at the same position. The
operation speed of the motor was about 10% of the maximum speed. After repeating this test a plurality of times, the
measured stall position had a variation of about +/-5 degrees which corresponds with +/-1.5%.
[0108] Embodiments of the present invention may also relate to a motor system 100 which comprises a stall detector
110 in accordance with embodiments of the present invention. Such a motor system is schematically illustrated in FIG.
1. It additionally comprises a controller 140, a bridge driver 130, and a multi-coil brushless DC motor 120. The controller
140 is adapted for generating driving signals for controlling the bridge driver 130 such that sinusoidal drive currents are
generated through the coils of the motor 120. In this example the stall detector 110 comprises a shunt resistor 114. In
this example the shunt resistor is connected with the low side transistors of the bridge driver for each of the different
phases such that a summation of the currents through the coils can be obtained by measuring the voltage over the shunt
resistor 114. In embodiments of the present invention the current detector 113 is adapted for determining the current
vector from the measured summation of the currents.
[0109] In this example the supply voltage of the bridge driver is VSM. This voltage may be used for determining the
amplitude of the voltage vector.
[0110] In this example the stall detector 110 comprises an interface for signaling that the motor is stalled. In this
example the interface is an interface with the processing device 140. Via the interface stalling information can be passed
to the controller 140 which is controlling the bridge driver 130.
[0111] Upon reception of a stalling signal the controller may put the bridge outputs to tri-state or set the coils of the
motor to the ground or any other pre-defined potential. During normal operation the controller may generate a PWM
signal for driving the motor.
[0112] In a second aspect embodiments of the present invention relate to a method 200 for detecting stall of a brushless
DC motor 120 wherein driving signals are applied such that currents through the one or more coils of the brushless DC
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motor are generating a flux for driving the motor. An exemplary flow chart of such a method is illustrated in FIG. 2. The
brushless DC motor may be a multi-coil motor. A method according to embodiments of the present invention may be
driven using different current profiles. Preferable it is sinusoidally driven.
[0113] The method comprises determining a direct lead angle 230 between a back EMF voltage vector generated by
the motor and a current vector. The current vector represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more
coils of the brushless DC motor. The current vector may be expressed in an axis system which comprises at least two axis.
[0114] The method, moreover, comprises determining that the motor is stalling 240 when the direct lead angle exceeds
at least one predefined threshold at least once.
[0115] The direct lead angle may be obtained in various ways. In embodiments of the present invention the direct lead
angle is obtained by first determining the current vector and the voltage vector.
[0116] Methods according to embodiments of the present invention may comprise a step 210 for obtaining the current
vector which represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more coils of the brushless DC-motor.
This current vector is expressed in an axis system which comprises two or more axis.
[0117] Methods according to embodiments of the present invention may comprise a step 220 for obtaining a voltage
vector which represents the total of voltages over the coils of the brushless DC-motor. This voltage vector is expressed
in the same 2-axis system. The voltage vector may be obtained before or after the current vector.

Claims

1. A stall detector (110) for detecting stall of a brushless DC motor (120) which is adapted for applying one or more
driving signals such that currents through the one or more coils of the brushless DC motor are generating a flux for
driving the motor, the stall detector comprising:

- a processing device (111) adapted for determining a direct lead angle between a back EMF voltage vector
generated by the motor and a current vector which represents the flux generated by the currents through the
one or more coils,
- the processing device (111), moreover, being adapted for determining that the motor is stalling when the direct
lead angle exceeds at least one predefined threshold at least once.

2. A stall detector (110) according to claim 1, the stall detector comprising a current detector (113) adapted for obtaining
the current vector.

3. A stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims, the stall detector comprising a voltage detector (112)
which is adapted for obtaining a voltage vector.

4. A stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims, wherein at least two predefined thresholds are defined
as the thresholds of a predefined operation region.

5. A stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims, wherein the current detector (113) comprises a current
measurement means (114) for determining the current through the one or more coils and is adapted for determining
the current vector from the measured current.

6. A stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims wherein the processing device (111) is adapted for
determining stall only after a pre-defined period after starting the brushless DC-motor.

7. A stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims, the stall detector (110) comprising an interface for
signaling that the motor is stalled.

8. A motor system (100), the motor system (100) comprising a controller (140), a bridge driver (130), a brushless DC
motor (120), and a stall detector (110) according to any of the previous claims 1 to 7, the controller (140) is adapted
for generating driving signals for controlling the bridge driver (130) such that currents through the one or more coils
of the brushless DC motor are generating a flux for driving the motor.

9. A motor system (100), according to claim 8 wherein the controller (140) is adapted for generating pulse width
modulated driving signals.

10. A motor system (100), according to any of the claims 8 or 9 wherein the stall detector (110) is adapted for signaling
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to the controller that the motor is stalled.

11. A motor system (100) according to claim 10, wherein the controller (140) is adapted for putting the bridge outputs
to tri-state upon reception of a stall signal from the stall detector.

12. A motor system (100) according to claim 10, wherein the controller (140) is adapted for setting all coils to a same
predefined voltage potential.

13. A method (200) for detecting stall of a brushless DC motor (120) wherein driving signals are applied such that
currents through the one or more coils of the brushless DC motor are generating a flux for driving the motor, the
method comprising:

- determining a direct lead angle (230) between a back EMF voltage generated by the motor and a current
vector which represents the flux generated by the currents through the one or more coils,
- determining that the motor is stalling (240) when the direct lead angle exceeds at least one predefined threshold
at least once.

14. A method (200) according to claim 13, the method comprising obtaining the current vector (210) and/or obtaining
the voltage vector (220).

15. A method (200) according to claim 14 wherein the current vector and/or the voltage vector are obtained by obtaining
voltages over the one or more coils and/or by measuring currents through the one or more coils, and by projecting
the measured currents and/or voltages onto an axis system with at least two axis.
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