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(54) VEHICLE NAVIGATION DEVICE

(57) A vehicular navigation apparatus configured to independently operate a dedicated application and an externally-
introduced general-purpose application is disclosed. The navigation apparatus includes a control device (35) and a
management device (34). The management device notifies the control device of attribute information of the general-
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application is based on Japanese
patent application No. 2011-243841 filed on November
7, 2011, the content of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a vehicular
navigation apparatus that operates an externally-intro-
duced HMI (Human machine interface) application on a
specified platform.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] Conventionally, a vehicular navigation appara-
tus is developed to introduce a specified HMI application
from outside using a dedicated wireless device (e.g.,
DCM: Data Communication Module) or a mobile tele-
phone terminal. Using the HMI application, the vehicular
navigation apparatus provides information through user
interface (UI) output such as display or audio output by
the HMI application (see patent document 1).
[0004] The inventors of the present application found
the following concerning the vehicular navigation appa-
ratus. In order to incorporate the HMI application from
outside and operate it, the conventional vehicular navi-
gation apparatus needs to individually develop an appli-
cation suited for operational requirements of this vehic-
ular navigation apparatus. For example, HMI applica-
tions are developed to conform to open platforms for
handheld terminals such as smartphones. However, the
developed HMI applications cannot be directly intro-
duced into the vehicular navigation apparatus for oper-
ation.
[0005] The vehicular navigation apparatus operates
ready-made vehicular applications that are originally in-
stalled to provide route guidance, car audiovisual infor-
mation, and obstacle avoidance guidance using a clear-
ance sonar. Accordingly, the following problem may arise
if the vehicular navigation apparatus can introduce an
HMI application other than applications exclusively de-
veloped for the vehicular navigation apparatus.
[0006] For example, an HMI application acquired from
outside may display a UI output image in cases where a
ready-made vehicular application should display a UI out-
put screen. As a result, the original ready-made applica-
tion may not display the UI output screen.
[0007] To avoid this situation, adjustment is needed so
that audiovisual UI output from the ready-made applica-
tion does not compete with UI output from the HMI ap-
plication introduced from outside. In regard to this point,
in the conventional vehicular navigation apparatus, an
externally-introduced HMI application should be provid-
ed with individual set-up in consideration of operational

requirements for the vehicular navigation apparatus into
which the HMI application is to be externally introduced.
Therefore, considerable development resources are
needed to individually develop HMI applications suited
for the vehicular navigation apparatus requirements. This
may hamper widespread use of HMI applications that are
excellent in information freshness or general versatility.

PRIOR ART LITERATURE

PATENT LITERATURE

[0008] Patent Literature 1: JP-A-2010-14653

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present disclosure has been made in con-
sideration of the foregoing. It is an object of the disclosure
to provide a vehicular navigation apparatus that is capa-
ble of UI output using an externally-introduced HMI ap-
plication other than applications dedicatedly developed
for the vehicular navigation apparatus, and that is capa-
ble of selecting necessary UI output according to speci-
fied conditions.
[0010] According to an example of the present disclo-
sure, a vehicular navigation apparatus having a platform
for operating a general-purpose application externally in-
troduced via information communication is provided. The
vehicular navigation apparatus is configured to operate
a dedicated application independent of the platform and
the general-purpose application on the platform inde-
pendently of each other. The vehicular navigation appa-
ratus comprises a control device and a management de-
vice. The control device switches over user interface (UI)
output on a specified output device selectively from UI
output of the dedicated application and UI output of the
general-purpose application that is operating on the plat-
form. The management device is provided as an appli-
cation (software) operating on the platform. The man-
agement device acquires attribute information of the gen-
eral-purpose application introduced in the vehicular nav-
igation apparatus, and notifies the control device of the
attribute information of the general-purpose application
operating on the platform. Under a specified condition,
the control device determines based on the attribute in-
formation notified from the management device whether
the general-purpose application operating on the plat-
form and using the output device for the UI output is al-
lowed to use the UI output under the specified condition.
When the control device determines that the general-
purpose application operating on the platform and using
the output device for the UI output is not allowed to use
the UI output under the specified condition, the control
device switches over the UI output on the output device
to UI output of the dedicated application or UI output of
another general-purpose application that is operating on
the platform and that is allowed to use the UI output under
the specified condition.
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[0011] According to the above configuration, the ve-
hicular navigation apparatus can perform the UI output
using an externally-introduced HMI application other
than dedicated application developed dedicatedly for the
vehicular navigation apparatus and can select necessary
UI output according to specified conditions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The foregoing and other advantages and fea-
tures of the invention will become more apparent from
the detailed description of the preferred embodiment of
the disclosure given below with reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which:

FIG. 1A is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of a vehicular navigation apparatus;
FIG. 1B is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a software system for the vehicular navigation ap-
paratus;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of a UI
output control process;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of an
attribute information acquisition process;
FIG. 4A is a sequence diagram illustrating a display
switchover procedure in a traveling restriction event;
FIG. 4B illustrates screen transition in display switch-
over in a traveling restriction event;
FIG. 5A is a sequence diagram illustrating a display
switchover procedure in an interrupt event; and
FIG. 5B illustrates screen transition in display switch-
over in an interrupt event.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0013] An embodiment of the present disclosure will
be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

(Configuration of a Vehicular Navigation Apparatus 1)

[0014] The vehicular navigation apparatus 1 according
to the embodiment is mounted on a vehicle. As illustrated
in FIG. 1A, the vehicular navigation apparatus 1 includes
a position detection device 21, a manipulation device 22,
a communication device 23, a data input device 24, a
vehicle information input device 25, a display device 26,
an audio output device 27, and a control device 29. The
position detection device 21 detects the vehicle’s current
location. The manipulation device 22 is supplied with var-
ious instructions from a user. The communication device
23 includes a communication device for wireless com-
munication with the outside. The data input device 24 is
supplied with data from a mass storage medium that
stores map data and programs. The vehicle information
input device 25 is supplied with vehicle information output
from various in-vehicle units. The display device 26 dis-
plays information outputted from various applications.

The audio output device 27 audibly outputs information
outputted from various applications.
[0015] The position detection device 21 detects a sig-
nal transmitted from an artificial satellite for GPS (Global
Positioning System). The position detection device 21
calculates the vehicle’s current location, orientation, and
speed based on signals output from a GPS receiver, a
gyroscope, and a distance sensor. The GPS receiver de-
tects the vehicle’s position coordinates and altitude. The
gyroscope outputs a detection signal corresponding to
an angular velocity of rotary motion applied to the vehicle.
The distance sensor outputs the vehicle’s mileage.
[0016] The manipulation device 22 includes a touch
panel integrally provided on a display surface of the dis-
play device 26 and mechanical key switches provided
around the display device 26. The communication device
23 uses wireless communication to provide cloud com-
puting on the Internet and data communication with port-
able communication terminals such as smartphones.
The communication device 23 thereby acquires various
open contents and general-purpose applications.
[0017] The data input device 24 supplies the control
device 29 with various data such as map data, system
programs, application programs, and content data stored
in a hard disk, for example. The vehicle information input
device 25 acquires information about vehicle operating
state from ECUs (Electronic Control Unit) that control the
vehicle.
[0018] The display device 26 functions as a color dis-
play apparatus having a display surface such as a liquid
crystal display. The display device 26 provides an output
apparatus to display images as UI output from dedicated
or general-purpose applications operating in the control
device 29. The audio output device 27 provides an output
apparatus to generate the sound as UI output from ded-
icated or general-purpose applications operating in the
control device 29.
[0019] The control device 29 mainly includes a known
information-processing device (e.g., a microcomputer)
including a CPU, ROM, RAM, I/O devices and a bus line
connecting these components and controls the above-
mentioned constituent devices. The control device 29
performs various application processes based on pro-
grams or data read from the ROM or the data input device
24.
[0020] With reference to FIG. 1B, the following de-
scribes a software system provided by the control device
29. The control device 29 configures the software system
including a dedicated application, an open platform 32,
a general-purpose application, a virtual IVI system 34,
and an HMI controller 35.
[0021] The dedicated application is built in the vehic-
ular navigation apparatus and is exemplified as a navi-
gation application 31a, an audio application 31b, and a
clearance sonar application 31c. The display device 26
and the audio output device 27 are used for audiovisual
UI output from the dedicated applications. The manipu-
lation device 22 interacts with user manipulation on the
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dedicated applications.
[0022] The navigation application 31a provides route
guidance for vehicles and performs map display, route
search, and route guidance. The map display is a function
that calculates the vehicle’s current location based on a
detection signal from the position detection device 21
and allows the display device 26 to display UI output such
as a mark on the map indicating the current location or
the vehicle’s current location supplied to the data input
device 24. The route search is a function that automati-
cally calculates an optimal route from the current location
to a destination based on map data supplied to the data
input device 24 and the destination supplied by a user
from the manipulation device 22. The route guidance is
a function that provides travel guidance along a route
found from the route search. The route guidance deter-
mines a point for the travel guidance (i.e., navigation for
turning instructions) and the contents of the travel guid-
ance using route search results and road connection in-
formation or intersection location information stored as
map data. Based on the determination, the route guid-
ance draws the map for the current location and recom-
mended routes or an enlarged view near intersections
and allows the display device 26 to display them as UI
output. The travel guidance also uses audible guidance
as UI output from the audio output device 27.
[0023] The audio application 31b outputs various types
of video and audio based on various audiovisual sources
such as a television tuner, a CD drive, a DVD drive, digital
audio player, and a radio tuner, for example. As an audio-
related function, the display device 26 and the audio out-
put device 27 provide UI output using video and audio
based on audiovisual signals from user-specified audio-
visual sources included in selectable audiovisual sourc-
es.
[0024] The clearance sonar application 31c audiovis-
ually notifies a driver of an approaching obstacle detected
by a sonar provided for the vehicle body. The clearance
sonar application 31c uses the sonar provided at the front
or the rear of the vehicle body to detect an obstacle that
may get contact with the vehicle. In this case, the clear-
ance sonar application 31c allows the display device 26
to display UI output such as the direction or the distance
of the obstacle from the vehicle. The clearance sonar
application 31c allows the audio output device 27 to gen-
erate UI output such as an alarm sound or voice that
warns of the approaching obstacle.
[0025] The open platform 32 is an operating system
(OS) that provides applications with interfaces as ab-
straction of hardware in the computer system. The open
platform 32 provides a standardized OS. The open plat-
form 32 enables various general-purpose applications
compliant with the standard to operate. The vehicular
navigation apparatus 1 enables UI output from a general-
purpose application compliant with the standard of the
open platform 32 even if the general-purpose application
is not dedicated to vehicles and is developed by a third
party not having a direct relationship with the vendor of

the vehicular navigation apparatus itself.
[0026] The general-purpose applications operate on
the open platform 32 dependently on the open platform
32. The general-purpose applications include an open
PF application 33a (application A), an open PF applica-
tion 33b (application B), and a menu application 33c, for
example. The display device 26 and the audio output
device 27 are used for audiovisual UI output from the
general-purpose applications. The manipulation device
22 interacts with user manipulation on the dedicated ap-
plications.
[0027] For example, the general-purpose application
represents an external application introduced by the user
as needed. The general-purpose application is intro-
duced using data communication from servers for cloud
computing on the Internet. By these general-purpose ap-
plications, information and user interfaces can be shared
in a wide range of areas in cooperation with cloud com-
puting and intelligent mobile terminals such as smart-
phones. The general-purpose applications allow the dis-
play device 26 and the audio output device 27 to generate
UI output including diverse information as well as infor-
mation about vehicle traveling.
[0028] The virtual IVI (In-Vehicle Infotainment) system
34 provides an application that manages and controls
other general-purpose applications operating on the
open platform 32. The virtual IVI system 34 itself is con-
figured as an application operating on the open platform
32.
[0029] The virtual IVI system 34 acquires attribute in-
formation of general-purpose applications introduced in
the vehicular navigation apparatus 1 and stores the at-
tribute information in a specified storage. The attribute
information of general-purpose applications specifies
whether it is possible to generate UI output from a given
general-purpose application under a specified condition
or whether it is possible to suspend operation of the gen-
eral-purpose application. To acquire the attribute infor-
mation of general-purpose applications, for example, the
virtual IVI system 34 confirms that the application supplier
duly certifies the attribute information. Based on the con-
firmation result, the virtual IVI system 34 specifies wheth-
er it is possible to generate UI output under a specified
condition or suspend operation.
[0030] The virtual IVI system 34 checks a general-pur-
pose application operating on the open platform 32. The
virtual IVI system 34 reads attribute information of the
operating general-purpose application from the previous-
ly stored attribute information and notifies the read at-
tribute information to the HMI controller 35. When notified
of a stop event from the HMI controller 35, the virtual IVI
system 34 provides control to suspend or forcibly end
operation of general-purpose applications operating on
the open platform 32 according to the attribute informa-
tion of the general-purpose applications.
[0031] The HMI controller 35 is provided as the soft-
ware to control selection of UI output from a dedicated
application independent of the open platform 32 and a
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general-purpose application dependent on the open plat-
form 32 while the dedicated application and the general-
purpose application operate independently of each other.
The HMI controller 35 switches over the UI output such
as image display or audio output according to specified
conditions, selectively from the UI outputs of the appli-
cations that share the output device such as the display
device 26 and the audio output device 27. The HMI con-
troller 35 thereby mediates user interface output between
the applications.
[0032] Specifically, if a specified condition is met, the
HMI controller 35 determines whether the dedicated ap-
plication or the general-purpose application is appropri-
ate for audiovisual UI output to the display device 26 or
the audio output device 27 under this specified condition.
For example, the specified condition signifies that the
vehicle starts traveling or the dedicated application re-
quests a specified high-priority UI output event.
[0033] Based on the attribute information notified from
the virtual IVI system 34, the HMI controller 35 deter-
mines whether general-purpose applications operating
on the open platform 32 is appropriate for UI output. The
HMI controller 35 exchanges the attribute information
with the virtual IVI system 34 and therefore need not be
aware of which general-purpose application is operating
on the open platform 32.
[0034] The HMI controller 35 switches over the UI out-
put application for the display device 26 or the audio out-
put device 27 according to the result of determining the
applicability of the UI output under the specified condi-
tion. The HMI controller 35 notifies a stop event to the
virtual IVI system 34 if a general-purpose application op-
erating on the open platform 32 needs to be suspended
depending on a condition. Also in this case, the HMI con-
troller 35 exchanges the notification of a stop event with
the virtual IVI system 34 and therefore need not be aware
of which general-purpose application is operating on the
open platform 32.
[0035] The function available in cooperation with the
virtual IVI system 34 and the HMI controller 35 realizes
the followings: while the standard set-up of the open plat-
form 32 or the general-purpose application is being main-
tained without the need to install the set-up unique to the
vehicular navigation apparatus in the open platform 32
or the general-purpose application itself, each general-
purpose application can execute operations to satisfy re-
quirements to exhibit its function on the vehicular navi-
gation apparatus.

(Process Performed by the HMI Controller)

[0036] With reference to the flowchart in FIG. 2, the
following describes a procedure of a UI output control
process performed by the HMI controller 35. The process
is performed in parallel to a dedicated application or a
general-purpose application performed in the vehicular
navigation apparatus 1.
[0037] The HMI controller 35 determines whether the

current situation satisfies a specified condition to switch
over an application for UI output (S100). Specifically, the
HMI controller 35 determines a specified condition indi-
cating whether the vehicle starts traveling or the active
dedicated application requests a specified high-priority
UI output event. The process proceeds to S102 if the
current situation satisfies the specified condition (YES at
S100). The process proceeds to S104 if the current sit-
uation does not satisfy the specified condition (NO at
S100). At S104, the HMI controller 35 maintains UI output
from the current application.
[0038] At S102, the HMI controller 35 determines
whether an application currently performing audiovisual
UI output to the output device such as the display device
26 or the audio output device 27 corresponds to a specific
application that is allowed at S100 to perform the UI out-
put under the specified condition.
[0039] Specifically, when a general-purpose applica-
tion operating on the open platform 32 is performing the
UI output, the HMI controller 35 references the attribute
information notified from the virtual IVI system 34 . Based
on the contents of the attribute information, the HMI con-
troller 35 determines whether the general-purpose appli-
cation is the specific application that matches the UI out-
put under the current specified condition. If the dedicated
application is in process of the UI output, the HMI con-
troller 35 determines based on setup information of the
dedicated application whether the general-purpose ap-
plication is a specific application that matches the UI out-
put under the current specified condition. The HMI con-
troller 35 may unconditionally treat a dedicated applica-
tion as the specific application.
[0040] The process proceeds to S104 if the application
performing the UI output corresponds to the specific ap-
plication satisfying the current specified condition (YES
at S102). At S104, the HMI controller 35 maintains the
UI output from the current application. The process pro-
ceeds to S106 if the application performing the UI output
is a specific application that does not match the current
specified condition (NO at S102). At S106, the HMI con-
troller 35 selects another specific application satisfying
the specified condition and switches over the UI output
using the current application to the UI output using the
selected specific application. From the currently operat-
ing dedicated applications or the currently operating gen-
eral-purpose applications, the HMI controller 35 selects
the general-purpose application satisfying the specified
condition for the UI output. At S108, the HMI controller
35 perform the audiovisual UI output by using the appli-
cation selected at S104 or S106.

(Process Performed by the Virtual IVI System)

[0041] With reference to the flowchart in FIG. 3, the
following describes a procedure of an attribute informa-
tion acquisition process performed by the virtual IVI sys-
tem 34. The process is performed when the vehicular
navigation apparatus 1 downloads a general-purpose
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application from a server, which configures the cloud
computing.
[0042] The virtual IVI system 34 acquires attribute in-
formation of the general-purpose application download-
ed from a distribution source (S200). In this case, the
virtual IVI system 34 performs an authentication process
on the acquired general-purpose application and deter-
mines whether a supplier certifies that the general-pur-
pose application is capable of specified operations such
as UI output and capable of operation suspension under
specified conditions. For example, the authentication
process may access authentication information supplied
from the distribution source or supplier of the general-
purpose application via the Internet or may use authen-
tication information contained in data of the downloaded
application. Based on an authentication result from the
authentication process, the virtual IVI system 34 acquires
attribute information by specifying whether UI output is
available under the specified condition or whether the
operation suspension is available.
[0043] The virtual IVI system 34 stores the attribute
information acquired at S200 in specified memory in as-
sociation with the general-purpose application (S202).
For example, the attribute information is recorded in a
hard disk or nonvolatile semiconductor memory connect-
ed to the vehicular navigation apparatus 1. Alternatively,
a storage device (storage means) to record the attribute
information may be provided in an external server con-
figuring the cloud computing. The storage device (stor-
age means) in the external server may record the at-
tribute information acquired by the virtual IVI system 34.
The process ends after recording the attribute process.

(Display Switchover Sequence in a Traveling Restriction 
Event)

[0044] With reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the follow-
ing describes a display switchover sequence in a
traveling restriction event as an example of the above-
mentioned UI output control process. In the traveling re-
striction event, when the vehicle starts traveling, the con-
tent display using the general-purpose application des-
ignated as a traveling restriction target is switched over
to the content display using the dedicated application.
Thereafter, when the vehicle stops traveling, the original
content display using the general-purpose application re-
starts.
[0045] According to the example illustrated in FIGS.
4A and 4B, the navigation application 31a (dedicated ap-
plication) operates in parallel with open PF application A
(general-purpose application) operating on the open plat-
form 32. The example assumes that the display device
26 displays a content image as UI output from open PF
application A at the time point before the vehicle starts
traveling.
[0046] As illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the virtual IVI
system 34 checks the general-purpose application cur-
rently operating on the open platform 32. The virtual IVI

system 34 reads attribute information corresponding to
the checked general-purpose open PF application A con-
firmed to be in operation. The virtual IVI system 34 notifies
the attribute information to the HMI controller 35. The
attribute information contains information specifying
whether the UI output during traveling is allowed. When
the attribute information specifies the prohibition of the
UI output during traveling, the general-purpose applica-
tion is designated as the traveling restriction target.
[0047] Based on the information supplied from the ve-
hicle information input device 25, the HMI controller 35
detects that the vehicle startstraveling. The HMI control-
ler 35 then references the attribute information notified
from the virtual IVI system 34 and determines whether
the general-purpose application currently operating on
the open platform 32 is targeted for the traveling restric-
tion. The HMI controller 35 performs the subsequent
process if determining that the currently operating gen-
eral-purpose application is targeted for the traveling re-
striction. The HMI controller 35 omits the subsequent
process if determining that the currently operating gen-
eral-purpose application is not targeted for the traveling
restriction.
[0048] When the HMI controller 35 confirm that the
general-purpose application currently operating on the
open platform 32 is targeted for the traveling restriction,
the HMI controller 35 issues a drawing instruction to draw
a content image to the navigation application 31a, which
is a dedicated application.
[0049] When receiving the drawing instruction from the
HMI controller 35, the navigation application 31a draws
a map image near the current vehicle location in a spec-
ified image buffer to display the content image on the
display device 26. When completing the map image
drawing, the navigation application 31a notifies the com-
pletion to the HMI controller 35. When the HMI controller
35 is notified of the drawing completion from the naviga-
tion application 31a, the HMI controller 35 updates the
display image on the display device 26from the content
image supplied by the open PF application A to the map
image drawn by the navigation application 31a. Accord-
ing to the above-mentioned procedure, when the vehicle
starts traveling, the screen of the display device 26 au-
tomatically transitions to the map image drawn by the
navigation application 31a.
[0050] When the vehicle ceases traveling and be-
comes a stop state, the HMI controller 35 issues a draw-
ing end instruction to the navigation application 31a. The
navigation application 31a receives the drawing end in-
struction from the HMI controller 35, ends the map image
drawing, and erases the image. When the map image
erasure is complete, the navigation application 31a no-
tifies this state to the HMI controller 35.
[0051] When notified of the erasure completion from
the navigation application 31a, the HMI controller 35 up-
dates the displayed image on the display device 26 from
the map image drawn by the navigation application 31a
to the content image supplied by open PF application A.
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According to the above-mentioned procedure, when the
vehicle ceases traveling, the screen of the display device
26 automatically transitions to the content image supplied
by the open PF application A.
[0052] There has been described the example where
the above-mentioned traveling restriction event switches
over display on the display device 26. The traveling re-
striction event also switches over applications for audio
output according to the start or stop of vehicle traveling
when the applications perform audio UI output (audio out-
put device 27). In the traveling restriction event, the UI
output destination after the start of vehicle traveling may
be a currently-operating dedicated application other than
the navigation application 31a or may be other general-
purpose applications that are not targeted for the
traveling restriction.

(Display Switchover Sequence in an Interrupt Event)

[0053] With reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the follow-
ing describes a display switchover sequence in an inter-
rupt event as an example of the above-mentioned UI out-
put control process. The dedicated application may gen-
erate an interrupt process for high-priority display. In such
a case, the interrupt event suspends or forcibly ends a
currently-operating general-purpose application and
switches over the display to the contents of the dedicated
application. When the interrupt process ends thereafter,
the display switchover sequence releases the suspend-
ed general-purpose application and restarts displaying
the content supplied by the general-purpose application.
[0054] The example illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B as-
sumes parallel operation of the navigation application
31a (dedicated application), the open PF application A
(general-purpose application, certified), and the open PF
application B (general-purpose application, uncertified)
both operating on the open platform 32. The example
also assumes that the display device 26 displays content
images as UI output from open PF applications A and B
that are operating on the open platform 32 at the time
point before the interrupt event occurs.
[0055] As illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the virtual IVI
system 34 checks general-purpose applications current-
ly operating on the open platform 32 and references the
attribute information of the open PF applications A and
B that are confirmed to be operating. The attribute infor-
mation contains information specifying whether the op-
eration suspension is allowed (certified) or not (uncerti-
fied) during the interrupt process. The virtual IVI system
34 determines whether each of the currently-operating
open PF applications A and B are certified or uncertified.
The example described below assumes that the open
PF application A is certified to allow the operation sus-
pension and the open PF application B is uncertified to
disallow the operation suspension.
[0056] At a given timing, the navigation application 31a
notifies the HMI controller 35 of a request as a high-pri-
ority interrupt process to display an enlarged view for an

intersection as a route guidance target. In response to
this, the HMI controller 35 issues a content image drawing
instruction to the navigation application 31a.
[0057] When receiving the drawing instruction from the
HMI controller 35, the navigation application 31a draws
an enlarged view for the intersection as a route guidance
target in a specified image buffer to display the content
image on the display device 26. When completing draw-
ing of the enlarged view for the intersection, the naviga-
tion application 31a notifies this situation to the HMI con-
troller 35. The HMI controller 35 receives the drawing
completion notification from the navigation application
31a and notifies the virtual IVI system 34 that the interrupt
process generates a stop event. The HMI controller 35
updates the displayed image on the display device 26
from the content image supplied by the open PF appli-
cations A and B to the enlarged intersection view drawn
by the navigation application 31a. According to the
above-mentioned procedure, when the interrupt event
occurs, the screen of the display device 26 automatically
transitions to the enlarged intersection view drawn by the
navigation application 31a.
[0058] The virtual IVI system 34 is notified of the stop
event due to the interrupt process from the HMI controller
35 and allows the open PF application A, which the cer-
tified application, to suspend processes. In this case, the
virtual IVI system 34 allows all certified applications in
operation to suspend processes. Open PF application A
receives a suspension instruction from the virtual IVI sys-
tem 34 to suspend application processes. The virtual IVI
system 34 forcibly ends the open PF application B, which
is the uncertified application. In this case, the virtual IVI
system 34 forcibly ends all uncertified applications in op-
eration. When forcibly ended by the virtual IVI system
34, the open PF application B ends application process-
es.
[0059] Thereafter, the navigation application 31a ends
the intersection guidance using the enlarged display. The
navigation application 31a then notifies the HMI controller
35 of a request to delete the enlarged intersection view.
The HMI controller 35 receives the request to delete the
enlarged intersection view and issues a drawing end in-
struction to the navigation application 31a. The naviga-
tion application 31a receives the drawing end instruction
from the HMI controller 35, ends drawing of the enlarged
intersection view, and deletes the image. When the de-
letion of the enlarged intersection view is complete, the
navigation application 31a notifies this situation to the
HMI controller 35.
[0060] The HMI controller 35 is notified of the deletion
completion from the navigation application 31a and no-
tifies the virtual IVI system 34 that a restart event occurs
due to end of the interrupt process. In response, the vir-
tual IVI system 34 is notified of the restart event from the
HMI controller 35 and instructs the suspended open PF
application A (certified application) to restart processes.
In this case, the virtual IVI system 34 instructs all sus-
pended certified applications to restart processes. The
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open PF application A receives a restart instruction from
the virtual IVI system 34 and restarts processes of the
suspended applications.
[0061] The HMI controller 35 switches over the dis-
played image on the display device 26 from the enlarged
intersection view drawn by the navigation application 31a
to the content image supplied by the open PF application
A, which is released from the suspension. According to
the above-mentioned procedure, when the interrupt
event ends, the screen of the display device 26 automat-
ically transitions to the content image supplied by open
PF application A.
[0062] There has been described the example where
the above-mentioned interrupt event switches over dis-
play on the display device 26. The same applies to an
application that generates audio UI output (audio output
device 27). When an interrupt process occurs, the inter-
rupt event switches over applications for audio output or
suspends or forcibly ends a switched-over general-pur-
pose application. The interrupt event may request the
HMI controller 35 to perform the interrupt process on a
dedicated application other than the navigation applica-
tion 31a. For example, the clearance sonar application
31c may need to warn of approach to an obstacle. In
such a case, the interrupt event requests the HMI con-
troller 35 to perform the interrupt process. The HMI con-
troller 35 selects the UI output from the clearance sonar
application 31c.

(Technical Effects)

[0063] The vehicular navigation apparatus according
to the embodiment provides the following technical ef-
fects.
[0064] The vehicular navigation apparatus includes
the open platform 32 to operate general-purpose appli-
cations. The vehicular navigation apparatus is thereby
capable of UI output (information provision based on au-
diovisual or tactile effects) using general-purpose appli-
cations introduced from the cloud computing. Particular-
ly, the open platform 32 enables the use of various gen-
eral-purpose applications compliant with the open plat-
form standards as well as dedicated applications com-
pliant with standards specific to the vehicular navigation
apparatus 1.
[0065] The HMI controller 35 itself need not be aware
of on which platform the general-purpose application is
operating or aware of its operating state. The HMI con-
troller 35 can select necessary UI output according to
specified conditions such as the traveling restriction
event and the interrupt event solely based on the attribute
information notified from the virtual IVI system 34. The
virtual IVI system 34 is provided as software operating
on the open platform 32 and thereby enables to share
data with general-purpose applications operating on the
common platform. This makes it easy to acquire the at-
tribute information of the general-purpose applications
and observe their operating state.

[0066] The function available in cooperation with the
virtual IVI system 34 and the HMI controller 35 enables
the following: while the standard set-up of the open plat-
form 32 or the general-purpose application is being main-
tained without the need to install the set-up unique to the
vehicular navigation apparatus in the open platform 32
or the general-purpose application itself, each general-
purpose application can execute operations satisfying re-
quirements to exhibit its function on the vehicular navi-
gation apparatus.
[0067] The HMI controller 35 according to the embod-
iment is an example of a control device (control means).
The virtual IVI system 34 is an example of a management
device (management means). The display device 26 or
the audio output device 27 is an example of an output
device (output means).
[0068] According to the present disclosure, a vehicular
navigation apparatus can be provided in various forms.
For example, the vehicular navigation apparatus accord-
ing to one mode can include a platform to operate gen-
eral-purpose applications externally introduced via infor-
mation communication. The vehicular navigation appa-
ratus can be configured to operate a platform-independ-
ent dedicated application and a platform-dependent gen-
eral-purpose application independently of each other.
The vehicular navigation apparatus can include a control
device and a management device.
[0069] The control device has a function to selectively
switch over UI output on a specified output device be-
tween UI output of dedicated application and UI output
from a general-purpose application operating on the plat-
form. The management device is provided as an appli-
cation (software) operating on the platform. The man-
agement device acquires the attribute information of the
general-purpose application introduced in the vehicular
navigation apparatus. The management device notifies
the control device of the attribute information of the gen-
eral-purpose application operating on the platform.
[0070] Under a specified condition, the control device
determines based on the attribute information notified
from the management device whether the general-pur-
pose application operating on the platform and using the
output device for the UI output is allowed to use the UI
output under the specified condition. The determination
result may indicate that the general-purpose application
operating on the platform and using the output device for
the user interface output is not allowed to use the UI
output under the specified condition. In such a case, the
control device switches over the UI output on the output
device to UI output of the dedicated application or to UI
output of another general-purpose application that is op-
erating on the platform and is allowed to use the UI output
under the specified condition.
[0071] According to the above-mentioned navigation
apparatus, the platform for operating general-purpose
applications enables the UI output using the general-pur-
pose applications introduced in the vehicular navigation
apparatus from the outside. The UI output in this context
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signifies providing some information for a vehicle occu-
pant as a user using various techniques such as audio-
visual or tactile effects.
[0072] Especially, the vehicular navigation apparatus
may use the open platform designed to use software
widely used for various computer systems. The vehicular
navigation apparatus can thereby use various general-
purpose applications compliant with the open platform
standards as well as original-standard dedicated appli-
cations developed by software development manufac-
turers exclusive for the vehicular navigation apparatus.
The use of versatile applications enables to share infor-
mation in a wide range of areas in cooperation with cloud
computing on the Internet and intelligent mobile terminals
such as smartphones.
[0073] The control device can selectively switch over
UI output between UI output of dedicated applications
for the vehicular navigation apparatus and UI output of
general-purpose applications operating on the platform
based on the attribute information of the general-purpose
applications notified from the management device. Ac-
cording to this configuration, the control device can select
necessary UI output according to specified conditions
solely based on the attribute information notified from the
management device without needing to be aware of on
which platform the general-purpose application is oper-
ating or aware of its operating state.
[0074] The management device has a function to in-
termediate between general-purpose applications oper-
ating on the platform and the control device. The man-
agement device is provided as software operating on the
platform and thereby enables to share data with general-
purpose applications operating on the common platform.
This makes it easy to acquire the attribute information of
the general-purpose applications and observe operating
state.
[0075] If general-purpose applications operating on
the platform comply with the platform standards, the man-
agement device and the control device described above
can eliminate the need to provide individual set-ups in
consideration of operation requirements for the vehicular
navigation apparatus to which the general-purpose ap-
plications are introduced.
[0076] The above-mentioned vehicular navigation ap-
paratus may be configured as follows. The management
device acquires the attribute information of the general-
purpose application introduced in the vehicular naviga-
tion apparatus and stores the acquired attribute informa-
tion in a specified storage device provided in the vehicular
navigation apparatus. Out of the attribute information re-
corded in the storage device, the management device
notifies the control device of the attribute information of
the general-purpose application operating on the plat-
form. According to this configuration, the management
device can acquire the attribute information of general-
purpose applications introduced in the vehicular naviga-
tion apparatus whenever the control device needs the
attribute information.

[0077] Further, the above-mentioned vehicular navi-
gation apparatus may be configured as follows. The ve-
hicular navigation apparatus acquires a general-purpose
application by communicating with the outside. The man-
agement device acquires the attribute information of the
general-purpose application and stores the acquired at-
tribute information in the storage device. This configura-
tion enables the use of the attribute information of the
general-purpose application immediately after the gen-
eral-purpose application is introduced. As to methods of
acquiring the attribute information, one method may ac-
quire data of the attribute information originally contained
in the acquired general-purpose application. Another
method may acquire the attribute information provided
from a general-purpose application supplier along with
the general-purpose application acquired by information
communication with the outside.
[0078] Moreover, the above-mentioned vehicular nav-
igation apparatus may be configured as follows. When
the UI output performed on the output device under a
specified condition is switched over to UI output of the
dedicated application, the control device issues a stop
notification to the management device. The stop notifi-
cation signifies stopping the general-purpose application
operating on the platform. In response to receiving the
stop notification from the control device, the management
device suspends or ends the general-purpose applica-
tion operating on the platform.
[0079] According to this configuration, for example, the
management device can stop or end the general-purpose
application operating on the platform in response to a
request from the control device under the condition that
UI output of the dedicated application needs to be dis-
played at top priority. In this case, the control device in-
structs the management device to stop or end the gen-
eral-purpose application without directly issuing a re-
quest to the general-purpose application in operation.
Therefore, the control device need not keep track of
which general-purpose application is operating on the
platform.
[0080] The following configuration is applicable when
the management device stops or ends the general-pur-
pose application operating on the platform in response
to the request from the control device. When receiving
the stop notification from the control device, the manage-
ment device determines based on the attribute informa-
tion corresponding to the general-purpose application
operating on the platform whether the general-purpose
application is suspendable under the specified condition.
The management device suspends operation of the gen-
eral-purpose application when the management device
determines that the general-purpose application is sus-
pendable under the specified condition. The manage-
ment device ends operation of the general-purpose ap-
plication when the management device determines that
the general-purpose application is not suspendable un-
der the specified condition.
[0081] In the above configuration, the attribute infor-
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mation may specify some type of priorities for operations
in the vehicular navigation apparatus. For example, a
general-purpose application manufacturer (supplier)
may certify some general-purpose applications and the
certification can be acquired as the attribute information.
When receiving the stop notification from the control de-
vice, the management device suspends a certified gen-
eral-purpose application or forcibly ends an uncertified
general-purpose application. The management device
can control general-purpose applications according to
their priorities.
[0082] The specified condition may be used to switch
over the applications performing the UI output as follows.
While the vehicle is traveling, for example, the vehicular
navigation apparatus gives priority to the UI output of the
dedicated application to provide information about the
driving support such as an application to provide infor-
mation useful for a driver who drives the vehicle. The UI
output not so useful for vehicle traveling may be switched
over to another UI output. This is because the vehicular
navigation apparatus, in principle, most importantly
needs to provide information about vehicle traveling such
as the driving support and a general-purpose application
with a high aspect of entertainment is only of secondary
importance.
[0083] Under condition that the vehicle starts traveling,
the control device may determine based on the attribute
information whether the general-purpose application op-
erating on the platform and using the output device for
the UI output is allowed to use UI output during the vehicle
traveling.. When determining that the general-purpose
application is not allowed to use the UI output during the
vehicle traveling, the control device may switch over the
UI output on the output device to UI output of the dedi-
cated application or to UI output of another general-pur-
pose application that is operating on the platform and is
allowed to use the UI output during the vehicle traveling.
[0084] In the above configuration, the attribute infor-
mation may specify the availability of UI output during
vehicle traveling in the vehicular navigation apparatus.
For example, a general-purpose application manufactur-
er may certify some general-purpose applications and
the certification can be acquired as the attribute informa-
tion. When the vehicle starts traveling, an uncertified gen-
eral-purpose application is switched over to a dedicated
application or another certified general-purpose applica-
tion for UI output. Control can be provided according to
the availability of UI output during the vehicle traveling.
[0085] As the specified condition to switch over appli-
cations for UI output, a dedicated application in the ve-
hicular navigation apparatus may cause an accidental
and top-priority event such as guidance, warning, or
alarm immediately before an intersection. In such a case,
the vehicular navigation apparatus may provide control
to interrupt other UI outputs and perform UI output related
to the top-priority event.
[0086] The control device receives a UI output interrupt
request from the dedicated application. When accepting

the interrupt request, the control device switches over
the UI output on the output device to the UI output of the
dedicated application. In addition, the control device no-
tifies the management device of a stop notification that
instructs the general-purpose application operating on
the platform to stop. The management device may re-
spond to the stop notification received from the control
device and suspend or end the general-purpose appli-
cation operating on the platform.
[0087] In this manner, the vehicular navigation appa-
ratus where general-purpose applications are introduced
can reliably perform the UI output of the dedicated appli-
cation generating an accidental and top-priority event.
Therefore, the vehicular navigation apparatus can pro-
vide its original functions.
[0088] While there have been described the embodi-
ments, configurations, and modes of the present disclo-
sure, the present disclosure is not limited to the above-
mentioned embodiments, configurations, and modes.
For example, the scope of the embodiments, configura-
tions, and modes concerning the disclosure also includes
embodiments, configurations, and modes that may result
from an appropriate combination of technical portions
disclosed in different embodiments, configurations, and
modes.

Claims

1. A vehicular navigation apparatus having a platform
for operating a general-purpose application exter-
nally introduced via information communication, the
vehicular navigation apparatus being configured to
operate a dedicated application independent of the
platform and the general-purpose application on the
platform independently of each other, the vehicular
navigation apparatus comprising:

a control device (35) that switches over user in-
terface (UI) output on a specified output device
(26, 27) selectively among UI output of the ded-
icated application and UI output of the general-
purpose application that is operating on the plat-
form; and
a management device (34) that is provided as
application software operating on the platform,
acquires attribute information of the general-
purpose application introduced in the vehicular
navigation apparatus, and notifies the control
device (35) of the attribute information of the
general-purpose application operating on the
platform,
wherein:

under a specified condition, the control de-
vice (35) determines based on the attribute
information notified from the management
device (34) whether the general-purpose
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application operating on the platform and
using the output device (26, 27) for the UI
output is allowed to use the UI output under
the specified condition; and
when the control device (35) determines
that the general-purpose application oper-
ating on the platform and using the output
device (26, 27) for the UI output is not al-
lowed to use the UI output under the spec-
ified condition, the control device (35)
switches over the UI output on the output
device (26, 27) to one of
UI output of the dedicated application and
UI output of another general-purpose appli-
cation that is operating on the platform and
that is allowed to use the UI output under
the specified condition.

2. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein:

the management device (34) acquires the at-
tribute information of the general-purpose appli-
cations introduced in the vehicular navigation
apparatus, stores the acquired attribute informa-
tion in a specified storage device provided in the
vehicular navigation apparatus, and notifies the
control device (35) of the attribute information
of the general-purpose application operating on
the platform out of the attribute informations
stored in the storage device.

3. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein:

when the vehicular navigation apparatus ac-
quires a general-purpose application by com-
municating with outside, the management de-
vice (34) acquires the attribute information of the
general-purpose application and stores the ac-
quired attribute information in the storage de-
vice.

4. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to any
one of claims 1 to 3, wherein:

when the UI output on the output device (26, 27)
under the specified condition is switched over
to the UI output of the dedicated application, the
control device (35) notifies the management de-
vice (34) of a stop notification to stop the general-
purpose application operating on the platform;
and
in response to receipt of the stop notification
from the control device (35), the management
device (34) suspends or ends the general-pur-
pose application operating on the platform.

5. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to
claim 4, wherein:

when the management device (34) receives the
stop notification from the control device (35), the
management device (34) determines, based on
the attribute information corresponding to the
general-purpose application operating on the
platform, whether the general-purpose applica-
tion is suspendable under the specified condi-
tion;
the management device (34) suspends opera-
tion of the general-purpose application when the
management device (34) determines that the
general-purpose application is suspendable un-
der the specified condition; and
the management device (34) ends operation of
the general-purpose application when the man-
agement device (34) determines that the gen-
eral-purpose application is not suspendable un-
der the specified condition.

6. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to any
one of claims 1 to 5, wherein:

under condition that the vehicle starts traveling,
the control device (35) determines based on the
attribute information whether the general-pur-
pose application operating on the platform and
using the output device (26, 27) for the UI output
is allowed to use the UI output during the vehicle
traveling; and
when the control device (35) determines that the
general-purpose application is not allowed to
use the UI output during the vehicle traveling,
the control device (35) switches over the UI out-
put on the output device (26, 27) to one of
the UI output from the dedicated application and
the UI output from another general-purpose ap-
plication that is operating on the platform and is
allowed to use UI output during vehicle traveling.

7. The vehicular navigation apparatus according to any
one of claims 1 to 6, wherein:

the control device (35) receives from the dedi-
cated application an interrupt request, which re-
quests to interrupt the UI output;
when the control device (35) accepts the inter-
rupt request, the control device (35) switches
over the UI output on the output device (26, 27)
to the UI output of the dedicated application and
notifies the management device (34) of a stop
notification that instructs the general-purpose
application operating on the platform to stop;
and
in response to receipt of the stop notification
from the control device (35), the management
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device (34) suspends or ends the general-pur-
pose application operating on the platform.
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