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(54) WELDING SYSTEM AND WELDING METHOD

(57) The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide a welding system and welding method with which
welding quality and welding speed in narrow groove
welding can coexist easily. The welding system has a
configuration that is provided with: a laser head for emit-
ting laser light having a processing point beam diameter
larger than the width of the groove of a pair of welding
objects apposed with a narrow groove; a welding torch
for arc-welding by applying voltage on a welding wire; a
distance-adjusting mechanism for adjusting the distance
between the laser head and the welding torch; and a
moving unit for moving the laser head and welding torch,
the distance between which has been adjusted, along
the groove, causing melting inside the groove with the
laser light emitted from the head, and arc-welding using
the welding torch inside the melted groove to form the
weld bead.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments described herein relate generally to a welding system and a welding method.

BACKGROUND

[0002] For producing a large structure (for example, a reactor core internal structure for nuclear power generation), a
pair of thick plates (stainless steel) may be butted against each other with a narrow groove therebetween and welded
together in some cases (narrow groove welding).
Here, a welding apparatus that laser-welds the thick plates with a narrow groove therebetween is disclosed (refer to
Patent Document 1).

RELEVANT REFERENCES

Patent Reference

[0003] Reference 1: JP-A 2011-005533

SUMMARY

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0004] However, it is difficult to increase a penetration amount, so that the welding speed is not always sufficient in
the laser welding.
In the narrow groove welding for the large structure, TIG welding is often used in relation to the welding quality and the
like, but its welding speed is not always sufficient.
When using MIG welding, the welding speed is increased but arc becomes instable, so that the welding quality is apt to
deteriorate (incomplete fusion at groove side parts and a stack boundary (between stacked weld beads)).
Here, it is possible to add an oxidizing gas (O2 or the like) to a shield gas to thereby stabilize the arc (MAG welding).
However, the oxidizing gas oxidizes the weld bead, causing a possibility that removal or the like of oxide scale becomes
necessary and welding strength decreases.
[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide a welding system and a welding method, easily achieving both
a welding quality and a welding speed in narrow groove welding.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0006] A welding system in an embodiment includes: a laser head that emits laser light having a processing point
beam diameter larger than a width of a groove between a pair of welding objects butted against each other with a narrow
groove therebetween; a welding torch that applies a voltage to a welding wire to perform arc welding; an interval adjusting
mechanism that adjusts an interval between the laser head and the welding torch; and a moving unit that moves the
laser head and the welding torch with the interval therebetween adjusted, along the groove so that the laser light emitted
from the head melts an inside of the groove and the welding torch arc-welds the melted inside of the groove to form a
weld bead.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

[0007] According to the present invention, it is possible to provide a welding system and a welding method, easily
achieving both a welding quality and a welding speed in narrow groove welding.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

[Fig. 1] is a diagram illustrating a welding system 100 according to an embodiment.
[Fig. 2] is a cross-sectional view illustrating a welding object 10.
[Fig. 3] is a cross-sectional view illustrating a welding object 10a.
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[Fig. 4] is a view illustrating details of the welding object 10, a laser head 110, and a welding torch 210.
[Fig. 5] is a view of the welding object 10 seen from a Z-axis positive direction.
[Fig. 6] is a longitudinal sectional view of a shield member 310.
[Fig. 7] is a transverse sectional view of the shield member 310.
[Fig. 8] is a view illustrating a profile PP of a groove 13.
[Fig. 9] is a view illustrating a technique of finding a groove width W1 from the profile PP of the groove 13.
[Fig. 10] is a view illustrating a positional relationship between the groove 13 and a welding wire WW.
[Fig. 11] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 12] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 13] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 14] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 15] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 16] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 17] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 18] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 19] is a cross-sectional photograph showing the welding object 10 during welding processing.
[Fig. 20] is a graph illustrating an example of a relationship between the groove width W1 and an input heat amount P.
[Fig. 21] is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing according to Compar-
ative Example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] Hereinafter, details of an embodiment will be described referring to the drawings. A welding system 100 ac-
cording the embodiment is a system (hybrid system) that welds a welding object 10 by laser and arc discharge.
[0010] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the welding system 100 according to the embodiment has a laser head 110, a laser
oscillator 120, a laser control unit 130, a robotic device 140, a robot control unit 150, a welding torch 210, a welding
source 220, a power control unit 230, a torch moving mechanism 240, a torch position control unit 250, a shield member
310, shield gas supply units 321, 322, a distance meter 330, a groove width detecting unit 340, an imaging device 350,
a welding position detecting unit 360, and a main control device 400.
[0011] The welding object 10 is composed of a pair of stainless steel thick plates butted against each other with a
narrow groove (narrow gap) therebetween. The narrow groove (narrow gap) means, for example, a clearance (groove)
having a small angle made by opposing end portions of the thick plates or bring them into contact with each other at a
small interval as compared with the plate thickness.
[0012] Fig. 2, Fig. 3 are cross-sectional views illustrating welding objects 10, 10a. Base materials 11, 12 such as the
thick plates or the like are arranged such that their end faces have a clearance (groove (gap)) 13 therebetween and
their lower ends come into contact with each other. The inside of the groove 13 is divided into a bottom part 15 and side
parts 16. Outside the groove 13 is upper parts 17 of the base materials 11, 12.
[0013] The base materials 11, 12 are thick plates of stainless steel (for example, austenitic stainless steel). Note that
as the base materials 11, 12, carbon steel, low-alloy steel, non-ferrous alloy are also usable.
[0014] The welding object 10 has the groove 13 only at the upper parts 17, so that welding only needs to be performed
on the upper parts 17. The welding object 10a has grooves 13 at both upper and lower surfaces, so that welding is
performed on both the upper and lower surfaces.
[0015] Here, the narrow groove is defined as a groove for which one pass-one layer welding can be performed. More
specifically, a groove can be defined as the narrow groove when the following conditions are satisfied for a thickness
H1 of the base materials 11, 12 and an interval W1 between the base materials 11 and 12 of the grove 13 at the bottom
part 15.

When H1 ≤ 100 mm, W1 ≤ 20 mm
When H1 > 100 mm, W1 ≤ 30 mm

At this time, an angle θ1 formed between the side parts 16 (base materials 11, 12) of the groove 13 is small, for example,
20° or less.
[0016] Fig. 4 illustrates details of the laser head 110 of a fiber laser and the welding torch 210. Besides, Fig. 5 is a
view of the welding object 10 seen from a Z-axis positive direction.
[0017] The laser head 110 condenses beams of laser light to the welding object 10. The laser head 110 has a case
111, a collimator lens 112, and a condenser lens 113 and radiates the laser light from the laser oscillator 120 to the
welding object 10 via an optical fiber 115.
[0018] The case 111 houses the collimator lens 112 and the condenser lens 113. The collimator lens 112 has a focal
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distance f1 and converts the laser light emitted from an end portion of the optical fiber 115 into collimated light.
[0019] The condenser lens 113 has a focal distance f2, converts the collimated light from the collimator lens 112 into
convergent light, and condenses it to the welding object 10. The laser light is condensed at a focal point Pf at the distance
f2 from the condenser lens 113, and then spreads and is radiated as a laser spot with a processing point beam diameter
W at a processing point P1 of the welding object 10.
[0020] Note that the processing point P1 of the welding object 10 is arranged inside the shield member 310 filled with
shield gas G1 so as to be prevented from oxidation and so on.
[0021] The beam diameter (processing point beam diameter) W at the processing point P1 of the welding object 10
is set to be larger than the groove width W1 of the welding object 10. Setting a certain degree of length L from the focal
point Pf to the processing point P1 (displacing the focal point Pf from the processing point PI) makes it possible to make
the processing point beam diameter W larger than the groove width W1. When the groove width W1 is 8 mm, the
processing point beam diameter W is set to, for example, 10 mm
[0022] The following Expression (1) is established between the defocusing length L and the processing point beam
diameter W. 

L: defocusing length (mm)
W: processing point beam diameter (mm)
Wa: beam diameter (mm) at incidence on the condenser lens 113
Wb: beam diameter (mm) at the focal point Pf (spot diameter)
λ: wavelength of the laser light (mm)
NA: NA value of the optical fiber 115
f1: focal distance (mm) of the collimator lens 112
f2: focal distance (mm) of the condenser lens 113

[0023] By making the processing point beam diameter W larger than the groove width W1, not only the bottom part
15 but also the side parts 16 of the groove 13 are irradiated with the laser light, and a part of the welding object 10 is
melted to form a pool PL1. The bottom part 15 and the side parts 16 of the groove 13 are melted to improve penetration
during subsequent arc welding, thereby preventing occurrence of incomplete fusion of the side parts 16.
[0024] Note that the factors influencing the size of the pool PL1 are the processing point beam diameter W, a laser
output, and a welding speed among which the processing point beam diameter W most greatly influences the size. Note
that adjusting the laser output and the welding speed makes it possible to melt the side parts 16 even if the processing
point beam diameter W is smaller than the groove width W1.
[0025] Note that, in this embodiment, since the processing point beam diameter W is made larger, the intensity of the
laser light per unit area of the welding object 10 becomes lower, resulting in a wide and shallow pool PL1 unlike a so-
called keyhole welding. In the keyhole welding, the welding object 10 is placed in the vicinity of the focal point of the
laser light so that a narrow and deep hole (keyhole) is formed in a welding object.
[0026] Here, the focal point Pf is set between the laser head 110 and the welding object 10 (the length L is positive)
to make the processing point beam diameter W larger. In contrast, the welding object 10 may be arranged between the
laser head 110 and the focal point Pf (the length L is negative) to make the processing point beam diameter W larger.
[0027] By adjusting the length L, the processing point beam diameter W can be changed. By changing the height in
a Z-axis direction of the laser head 110 by the robotic device 140, the length L can be adjusted as will be described later.
[0028] In the case of multi-layer welding for the welding object 10, the groove width W1 increases as the welding
proceeds. More specifically, since the groove 13 spreads having the angle θ1, the groove width W1 also increases as
the number of layers increases, such as from the first layer to the second layer, and it is therefore preferable to increase
the processing point beam diameter W along with the increase in the groove width W1. For example, it is possible to
increase the height in the Z-axis direction of the laser head 110 according to the number of layers to be welded so as
to increase the processing point beam diameter W.
[0029] The laser light is not vertically incident on the welding object 10 but incident at a given angle. The reason why
the angle is given is to prevent the laser light reflected by the welding object 10 from being incident again on the laser
head 110 to damage the laser head 110.
[0030] Note that the laser light reflected by the welding object 10 is received by the shield member 310 as described
later, whereby the laser light is prevented from leaking to the surroundings of the welding object 10.
[0031] The laser oscillator 120 is a light source of the laser and sends the laser light into the laser head 110 via the
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optical fiber 115. Here, as the laser oscillator 120, a fiber laser is used. For the laser oscillator 120, a YAG laser, a Disk
laser, a CO2 laser may be used.
[0032] The laser control unit 130 is a control device that controls the output of the laser oscillator 120. Setting an
appropriate laser output to the processing point beam diameter W makes it possible to set an appropriate penetration
depth in the welding object 10.
[0033] The robotic device 140 is a moving device that moves the laser head 110 in X-, Y- and Z-directions and can
set the laser head 110 at an appropriate height with respect to the welding object 10 and move (scan) the laser head
110 along the groove of the welding object 10. Scanning the laser head 110 (and the welding torch 210) a plurality of
times along the groove enables multi-layer welding for the welding object 10.
[0034] The robotic device 140 functions as a moving unit that moves the laser head and the welding torch with the
interval therebetween adjusted, along the groove so that the laser light emitted from the head melts the inside of the
groove and the melted inside of the groove is arc-welded by the welding torch to form a weld bead.
[0035] The robotic device 140 has a base 141, arms 142 to 145, and joints 146, 147. The base 141 is arranged on
the floor and holds the robotic device 140. The arm 142 is connected to the base 141 to be rotatable (rotatable using a
Z-axis as a rotation axis). The arm 143 is connected to the arm 142 to be movable in the X- and Z-directions. The arm
144 is connected to the arm 143 at the joint 146 and rotatable. The arm 145 is connected to the arm 144 at the joint 147
and rotatable.
[0036] The laser head 110 is fixed to the arm 145. As a result, the laser head 110 becomes movable and rotatable in
the X-, Y- and Z-directions by means of the arms 142 to 145. The base 141, the arms 142 to 145, and the joints 146,
147 include motors (not illustrated) that enable such movement and rotation and detectors (not illustrated) that detect
position and direction.
[0037] The robot control unit 150 controls the robotic device 140 to change the position (coordinates (X, Y, Z)) and
the direction of the laser head 110 to thereby adjust the position and so on of the focal point Pf to the welding object 10.
The robot control unit 150 includes teaching data for continuously controlling the coordinates and the direction of the
laser head 110. Controlling the coordinates and the direction of the laser head 110 using the teaching data enables
automatic multi-layer welding for the welding object 10.
[0038] The welding torch 210 is movably connected to the leaser head 110 by the torch moving mechanism 240 and
arc-welds the welding object 10 (MIG welding or MAG welding).
[0039] The welding torch 210 has a tip part 211 and a main body part 212. The tip part 211 has an almost cylindrical
shape, and reels out a welding wire WW from its end face and jets a shield gas G2. The main body part 212 has a reel-
out mechanism (not illustrated) that reels out the welding wire WW and a flow path for the shield gas G2.
[0040] To the welding wire WW, a high voltage is applied from the welding source 220. As a result, an arc discharge
is generated between the tip of the welding wire WW and the welding object 10 to melt the welding wire WW, thereby
arc-welding the processing point of the welding object 10. A pool PL2 of the melted welding wire WW is formed and
mixed with the material of the welding object 10 (the pool PL1 made by being melted by the laser light) to form a bead.
[0041] Here, the welding object 10 is melted by the laser light and then arc-welded, so that penetration of the formed
bead and the welding object 10 becomes excellent. In other words, incomplete fusion at the side parts 16 of the groove
13 and between layered beads is reduced.
[0042] Using only an inert gas (Ar or the like) (inert gas 100%) as the shield gas G2, MIG (Metal Inert Gas) arc welding
can be performed to form a bead in a non-oxidized state. This eliminates the need to remove an oxide film between
passes during the multi-layer welding. As a result, the welding time is reduced to improve the working efficiency. Further,
since the bead is not oxidized, a reduction in strength of a coupling due to oxidation can be prevented.
[0043] Using only an inert gas (Ar or the like) as the shield gas G2 (MIG arc welding) may cause the arc discharge
instable as compared with the MAG welding. The reason is as follows. That is, in the MAG welding or the like, a continuous
oxide film is formed on the surface of the base material by oxygen or the like in the shield gas G2, and the oxide film
stabilizes a cathode spot. In contrast, in the MIG welding, many small cathode spots are formed, and the cathode spots
move at a high speed on the surface of an electrode and are difficult to stabilize.
[0044] However, in this embodiment, the cathode points become difficult to move due to the pool PL1 formed in the
groove 13 by the laser light preceding the MIG arc, and the cathode points of the MIG arc stabilize. As a result, even if
the shield gas G2 is composed of only the insert gas, the MIG arc can be stabilized.
[0045] In a bead on test of comparing the presence/absence of laser, it is confirmed that an MIG bead in the presence
of laser has a small bead kink as compared with an MIG bead in the absence of laser.
[0046] Note that a swing mechanism may be provided at the welding torch 210 to swing the arc in the width direction
(Y-axis direction) of the groove 13. The MIG arc, even if slightly wobbling, can melt the side parts 16 of the groove 13.
[0047] Note that in addition to the inert gas (Ar or the like), an oxidizing gas (CO2 or O2) is contained in the shield gas
G2, whereby MAG (Metal Active Gas) arc welding is performed to stabilize the arc discharge. O ions ionized from CO2
or O2 stabilize the cathode points of arc.
[0048] The welding source 220 is a high voltage power supply for applying a high voltage to the welding wire WW to
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generate an arc discharge between the welding wire WW and the welding object 10. The power control unit 230 controls
the welding source 220 to adjust the voltage and the like to be applied to the welding wire WW
[0049] The torch moving mechanism 240 connects the welding torch 210 to the laser head 110 to be movable. The
torch moving mechanism 240 has arms 241, 243, 245 and tables 242, 244, 246. The torch moving mechanism 240
functions as an "interval adjusting mechanism that adjusts the interval between the laser head and the welding torch".
[0050] The arm 241 has one end fixed to the laser head 110. The table 242 is connected to the other end of the arm
241 to be movable in the Y-axis direction. The arm 243 has one end connected to the table 242 and is movable with
respect to the arm 241 by means of the table 242. The table 244 is connected to the arm 243 to be movable in the X-
axis direction. The arm 245 is connected to the table 244 and is movable with respect to the arm 243 by means of the
table 244. The table 246 is connected to the arm 245 to be movable in the Z-axis direction.
[0051] The welding torch 210 is connected to the table 246. As a result, the welding torch 210 is relatively movable
with respect to the laser head 110 by means of the torch moving mechanism 240. The torch moving mechanism 240
includes a motor (not illustrated) that enables such movement and a detector (not illustrated) that detects the position.
[0052] The torch position control unit 250 controls the torch moving mechanism 240 and thereby can change the
position of the welding torch 210 (welding wire WW) with respect to the laser head 110. In other words, a length LL
between the processing point P1 by the laser and a processing point P2 by the arc welding can be adjusted. For example,
the length LL is adjusted according to the processing point beam diameter W.
[0053] Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 are a longitudinal sectional view and a transverse sectional view of the shield member 310.
The shield member 310 covers the surroundings of the processing points P1, P2 and is fill with the shield gas G1 to
prevent the oxidation and so on of the welding object 10. Further, the shield member 310 receives the laser light reflected
from the welding object 10 to prevent the laser light from leaking to its surroundings.
[0054] The shield member 310 can be used while being attached to the laser head 110 or the welding torch 210 as
necessary. Further, the shield member 310 can also be attached to be movable with respect to the laser head 110 by
means of a moving mechanism. For example, when moving the laser head 110 in the Z-axis direction with respect to
the welding object 10, it is more preferable to make the laser head 110 and the shield member 310 individually movable
depending on the moving amount.
[0055] The shield member 310 has an upper plate 311, four side plates 312, and a light blocking member 313. The
upper plate 311 has an opening 314 to allow incidence of the laser light from the laser head 110 and insertion of the
welding torch 210 thereinto.
[0056] The four side plates 312 have a flow path 315, and a plurality of jet ports 316. The flow path 315 is provided
inside the side plates 312 and allows the shield gas G1 to flow in and flow out. The of jet ports 316 are provided in inner
side surfaces of the side plates 312 and jet the shield gas G1 in the flow path 315 into the shield member 310. In other
words, the inside of the shield member 310 is filled with the shield gas G1 flowed into the shield member 310 so that
the oxidation of the welding object 10 is prevented.
[0057] The upper plate 311 and the four side plates 312 function as a "cover covering the processing point by the
laser light and the processing point by the arc welding".
[0058] The shield gas G1 filling the inside of the shield member 310 is discharged from the bottom of the shield member
310 (the clearance between the shield member 310 and the welding object 10) and the opening 314. The shield gas G1
is continuously supplied, jetted to the shield member 310, and then discharged to the outside.
[0059] The light blocking member 313 is a member in an almost parallelepiped shape composed of metal such as
copper. The light blocking member 313 receives the laser light reflected from the welding object 10 to prevent the laser
light from leaking to the outside of the shield member 310.
[0060] The light blocking member 313 has a flow path 316 for a cooling water therein. Making the cooling water flow
into/flow out of the flow path 316 restricts an increase in temperature due to inflow of heat caused by absorption of the
laser light. If the light blocking member 313 is not cooled, the light blocking member 313 may melt due to the laser light.
[0061] The shield gas supply units 321, 322 supply the shield gases G1, G2 to the shield member 310 and the welding
torch 210 respectively. The shield gases G1, G2 can be the same kind. As has been described, in the case of the MIG
welding, only the inert gas can be used for the shield gas G2, and both of the shield gases G1, G2 can be composed
of only the inert gas. In this case, the shield gas supply units 321, 322 are made to be used in common so that a single
shield gas supply part can be used.
[0062] The distance meter 330, which is, for example, a laser distance meter, is attached to the shield member 310
and can measure the shape (profile) of the groove 13 of the welding object 10. The shape (profile) of the groove 13 on
a plane vertical to the direction of the groove 13 (a YZ plane if the direction of the groove is the Z-axis direction). For
example, by scanning the laser light in the Y-axis direction and measuring the change in distance, the shape of the
groove can be measured. Fig. 8 is a view illustrating a profile PP of the groove 13 measured by the distance meter 330.
[0063] The groove width detecting unit 340 detects the groove width W1 on the basis of the measurement result by
the distance meter 330. A plurality of locations (bent points) where the profile of the groove greatly bends are extracted
and the interval between the plurality of locations is calculated, whereby the groove width W1 can be detected. The
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groove width detecting unit 340 functions as a width detecting unit that detects the width of the groove.
[0064] Fig. 9 indicates bent points PB1 to PB4 extracted from the profile PP of the groove 13. A pair of bent points
PB2, PB3 arranged at lower positions on the Z-axis correspond to the boundary between the bottom part 15 and the
side parts 16 of the groove 13. In other words, the distance between the bent points PB2 and PB3 corresponds to the
groove width W1.
[0065] Since the groove width W1 varies due to, for example, the progress of the multi-layer welding or the like as has
been described, it is preferable to detect the groove width W1. Changing the processing point beam diameter W according
to the detected groove width W1 makes it possible to perform successful welding such as penetration.
[0066] The imaging device 350 is, for example, a CCD (charge-coupled device) camera, takes a photograph of the
welding object 10 and the welding wire WW, and then sends its image data to the welding position detecting unit 360.
Fig. 10 illustrates an example of the image data from the imaging device 350. The positional relationship between the
groove 13 and the welding wire WW is illustrated.
[0067] The welding position detecting unit 360 finds the positional relationship between the groove 13 and the welding
wire WW, more specifically, a distance D between a center C of the groove 13 and the tip of the welding wire WW on
the basis of the image data sent from the imaging device 350. The welding position detecting unit 360 functions as a
"positional relationship detecting unit that detects the positional relationship between the center of the groove and the
welding wire".
[0068] For example, the boundary lines between the bottom part 15 and the side parts 16 of the groove 13 and the
contour of the welding wire WW are found by extracting the boundaries between bright and dark regions in the image
data. A location at equal intervals from the boundary lines is the center line C of the groove 13. The distance D between
center line C of the groove 13 and the contour of the welding wire WW can be calculated on the image.
[0069] The groove width W1 can be found using the boundary lines between the bottom part 15 and the side parts
16. More specifically, the groove width W1 can be found using, in place of the data on the profile by the distance meter
330, the image data from the imaging device 350. In this case, the distance meter 330 can be made unnecessary.
[0070] The main control device 400 controls the whole welding system 100, especially, the beam diameter (processing
point beam diameter W) of the laser and the welding position. The main control device 400 has a beam diameter deciding
unit 410, a beam diameter adjusting unit 420, and a welding position adjusting unit 430.
[0071] The beam diameter deciding unit 410 decides the processing point beam diameter W on the basis of the groove
width W1 detected by the groove width detecting unit 340. The beam diameter deciding unit 410 stores a table (corre-
spondence data) representing the correspondence between the groove width W1 and the processing point beam diameter
W and decides the processing point beam diameter W from the groove width W1 and the table.
[0072] The beam diameter adjusting unit 420 instructs the robot control unit 150 on the basis of the processing point
beam diameter W decided by the beam diameter deciding unit 410. More specifically, the beam diameter adjusting unit
420 decides the height in the Z-axis direction of the laser head 110 and instructs the robot control unit 150. As a result,
the defocusing length L is changed, whereby the processing point beam diameter W of the laser is adjusted.
[0073] The welding position adjusting unit 430 decides the length LL between the processing points P1 and P2 on the
basis of the processing point beam diameter W decided by the beam diameter deciding unit 410 and instructs the torch
position control unit 250. The welding position adjusting unit 430 stores a table (correspondence data) representing the
correspondence between the processing point beam diameter W and the length LL and decides the length LL from the
processing point beam diameter W and the table.
[0074] The welding position adjusting unit 430 instructs the torch position control unit 250 to set the length LL between
the processing points P1 and P2 to a decided value.
[0075] Further, the welding position adjusting unit 430 instructs the torch position control unit 250 to make the positional
relationship between the groove 13 and the welding wire WW detected by the welding position detecting unit 360
appropriate. In other words, the welding position adjusting unit 430 instructs the torch position control unit 250 to make
the distance D between the center C of the groove 13 and the tip of the welding wire WW close to 0. The welding position
adjusting unit 430 functions as a position adjusting unit that adjusts the position of the welding torch on the basis of the
detected positional relationship.

(Procedure of Welding)

[0076] A procedure of welding by the welding system 100 will be described. Fig. 11 to Fig. 18 are cross-sectional
views illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing. Fig. 11 illustrates the welding object 10 before welding,
and Fig. 12 to Fig. 18 illustrate the welding object 10 changed with progress of the welding. Besides, Fig. 19 is a cross-
sectional photograph showing the welding object 10 after welding.
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1. Welding of First Layer

(1) Melting by Laser (Fig. 11, Fig. 12)

[0077] The laser head 110 radiating the laser light is moved by the robotic device 140. Along the groove 13 of the
welding object 10, laser light with a processing point beam diameter W larger than the groove width W1 is moved. As
a result, the bottom part 15 and portions of the side pats 16 of the groove 13 are partially melted to from a pool PL11.

(2) Arc Welding (Fig. 13, Fig. 14)

[0078] The welding torch 210 is fixed to the laser head 110 by the torch moving mechanism 240. In this event, the
length LL between the processing point P1 of the laser and the processing point P2 of the arc welding is set, for example,
3 mm to 10 mm.
[0079] The shield gas G2 is jetted and the welding torch 210 to which a high voltage is applied is moved together with
the laser head 110 by the robotic device 140. More specifically, subsequent to the irradiation of the laser light, arc welding
is performed, whereby a pool PL21 is formed on the pool PL11. The pool PL11 and the pool PL21 are united together
and cooled to form into a bead B1.
[0080] Here, the welding object 10 is melted by the laser light and then subjected to arc welding, resulting in successful
penetration between the bead B1 and the welding object 10. In particular, using the laser light with the processing point
beam diameter W larger than the groove width W1 results in successful penetration at the side parts 16 of the groove 13.
[0081] Besides, the cathode points of arc are stabilized by the pool PL11, so that even if the shield gas G2 is composed
of only the insert gas, the arc can be stabilized.

2. Welding of Second and Subsequent Layers (Fig. 15 to Fig. 18)

(1) Detection of Groove Width W1, and Distance D between Groove Center C and Welding Wire WW

[0082] The groove width W1 and the distance D between the groove center C and the welding wire WW are detected.
As has been described, the groove width W1 and so on may change with progress of the welding.
[0083] The detection may be performed in parallel with or separately from the welding. In the case where they are
detected in parallel with the welding, the groove width W1 and so on are detected before the processing point P1 during
the movement (scanning) of the laser head 110 for the welding. Besides, in the case where they are detected separately
from the welding, the distance meter 330 and the imaging device 350 are operated along the groove with the welding
operation by the laser head 110 and the welding torch 210 stopped, to detect the changes in the groove width W1 and
the distance along the groove.

(2) Melting by Laser (Fig. 15)

[0084] The length (length LL) between the laser head 110 and the welding object 10 in the Z-axis direction is adjusted
to make a processing point beam diameter W according to the groove width W1. Further, the laser output is adjusted
to accord to the processing point beam diameter W. The laser head 110 radiating the laser light is moved by the robotic
device 140. Along a welding line of the welding object 10, the laser light with a processing point beam diameter larger
than the groove width is moved. As a result, the bottom part 15 and portions of the side pats 16 of the groove 13 are
melted to from a pool PL 12.

(3) Arc Welding (Fig. 16, Fig. 17)

[0085] Subsequent to irradiation of the laser light, arc welding is performed, whereby a pool PL22 is formed on the
pool PL12. The pool PL12 and the pool PL22 are united together and cooled to form into a bead B2.
[0086] Here, the bead B1 is melted by the laser light and then subjected to arc welding, resulting in successful pene-
tration between the beads B1 and B2. In particular, using the laser light with the processing point beam diameter W
larger than the groove width W1 results in successful penetration of the beads B1 and B2 at the side parts 16 of the
groove 13.
[0087] The irradiation of the laser light and the arc welding are repeated (a plurality of passes of welding) to thereby
repeat the one pass-one layer welding, thereby making it possible to form a plurality of beads B1 to B5 as illustrated in
Fig. 18 (multi-layer welding by the one pass-one layer welding). This enables welding excellent in penetration between
the welding object 10 and the beads B1 to B5 (in particular, the side parts 16 of the groove 13).
[0088] It was confirmed that the penetration was excellent also at the side parts 16 of the groove 13 in the actual
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welding as illustrated in Fig. 19.
[0089] As described above, the laser light having a processing point beam diameter W made larger than the groove
width W1 is made to precede the MIG arc to melt the side parts 16 of the groove 13 and the bead of the preceding pass
in this embodiment. As a result, welding excellent in penetration becomes possible.
[0090] Further, when using 100% Ar is used as the shield gas, the bead is not oxidized, thus eliminating the need for
an oxide film removal processing between passes. The welding time is reduced and the working efficiency can also be
improved. Besides, since the bead is not oxidized, a reduction in strength of a coupling due to oxidation can be prevented.

(Examples)

[0091] Stainless steel plates having a groove width W1 = 8 mm, a groove angle θ1 = 2 to 6°, and a groove depth H1
= 30 mm were subjected to narrow groove multi-layer butt welding. Laser light having a processing point beam diameter
W made larger by +2 to 6 mm than the groove width W1 and an energy density of 6000 to 40000 W/cm2 was made to
precede. The laser light melts the sides parts 16 of the groove 13 and the bead in the preceding pass. Then, the MIG
arc is made subsequent thereto at a position away about a length LL = 3 mm to 10 mm from the laser light. This results
in no incomplete fusion, thereby making it possible to perform stable arc welding and multi-layer stacking.
[0092] Here, the relationship between the groove width W1 and a total input heat amount P (a sum of input heat
amounts of both of the laser light and the arc welding) will be described. Fig. 20 illustrates an example of a preferable
range of the total input heat amount P with respect to the groove width W1. In this example, it is found that in the case
of the groove width W1 = 8 mm, a total input heat amount P of 4.5 to 32 [kJ/cm] is preferable. With the total input heat
amount P in this range, the stable arc welding was possible without incomplete fusion.
[0093] The main process is the MIG welding and the sub-process is the laser welding in this welding method, and
addition of the laser welding being the sub-process to the MIG welding being the main process can contribute to increases
in the bead width and the penetration depth. For example, when the welding is performed only by MIG under the conditions
that a welding speed is 60 cm/min, an MIG current is 250 A, and an MIG voltage is 21V, the bead width is 9 mm and
the penetration depth is 1 mm When adding the laser welding being the sub-process thereto, it was confirmed that the
bead width increased up to 12 mm and the penetration depth increased up to 3 mm
[0094] By this welding method, a high welding speed such as a stacking thickness of about 3 to 5 mm and a welding
amount of 70 to 140 g/min by one pass could be secured.

(Comparative Example 1)

[0095] As Comparative Example 1, it is considered to perform the MIG welding after irradiation of the laser light with
the beam narrowed (for example, a processing point beam diameter = φ0.2 to φ0.6 mm). In this case, narrowing the
processing point beam diameter W brings the laser light into a state of so-called keyhole welding, so that a keyhole type
pool (narrow and deep pool) is formed. Before the pool is solidified, the MIG arc welding is performed.
[0096] Fig. 21 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the welding object 10 during welding processing according to
Comparative Example. A pool PL2x by the MIG arc is formed on a pool PL1x by the laser.
[0097] It is found that the side parts 16 of the groove 13 are not irradiated with the laser and the penetration tends to
be insufficient at the side parts 16. Furthermore, since the keyhole-type pool PL1x is thin and deep, the Ar gas is difficult
to escape and blowholes tend to arise. Therefore, when performing the multi-layer welding by the technique in Compar-
ative Example 1, it is necessary to select a shield gas of a kind to dissolve in the base material.
[0098] Here, the processing is considered to be performed in the order of the laser and the MIG arc and even if the
order is reversed, the fact remains that the side parts 16 are not irradiated with the laser and the penetration tends to
be insufficient at the side parts 16.

(Comparative Example 2)

[0099] As Comparative Example 2, TIG welding is considered. It is difficult to achieve a sufficient high welding speed
in the TIG welding. It cannot be said that the welding efficiency is sufficient because, for example, the welding speed is
8 cm/min and the stack thickness per layer is about 3 mm Besides, since the input heat is large as compared with the
MIG arc (the TIG welding: about 15,000 J/cm, the MIG welding: about 7000 J/cm), a deformation amount due to the
welding may tend to become large.
[0100] In contrast to the above Comparative Examples 1, 2, the technique of the embodiment can secure penetration
suitable for the multi-layer welding, the welding efficiency and so on. Making the laser light having the processing point
beam diameter W made larger than the groove width W1 preceding the MIG arc as has been described enables welding
excellent in penetration also at the side parts 16 of the groove 13. Further, securement of the sufficient welding speed
is easy.
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[0101] Besides, in the welding deformation in the bead-on type narrow groove test with a plate thickness of 40 mm
and a groove depth of 30 mm, a lateral shrinkage amount can be suppressed by using this welding method and conditions
such that a lateral shrinkage amount is approximately 2 mm under this welding conditions in contrast to a lateral shrinkage
amount of 4 mm by the TIG welding.
[0102] While certain embodiments have been described, these embodiments have been presented by way of example
only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions. Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without departing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit
of the inventions.

Claims

1. A welding system comprising:

a laser head configured to emit laser light having a processing point beam diameter larger than a width of a
groove between a pair of welding objects butted against each other with a narrow groove therebetween;
a welding torch configured to apply a voltage to a welding wire to perform arc welding;
an interval adjusting mechanism configured to adjust an interval between the laser head and the welding torch;
and
a moving unit configured to move the laser head and the welding torch with the interval therebetween adjusted,
along the groove so that the laser light emitted from the head melts an inside of the groove and the welding
torch arc-welds the melted inside of the groove to form a weld bead.

2. The welding system according to claim 1, further comprising:

a width detecting unit configured to detect the width of the groove; and
a beam diameter adjusting unit configured to adjust the processing point beam diameter of the laser light on
the basis of the detected width of the groove.

3. The welding system according to claim 1, further comprising:

a positional relationship detecting unit configured to detect a positional relationship between a center of the
groove and the welding wire; and
a position adjusting unit configured to adjust a position of the welding torch on the basis of the detected positional
relationship.

4. The welding system according to claim 1, further comprising:

a cover configured to cover a processing point by the laser light and a processing point by the arc welding;
a gas supply unit configured to supply a shield gas into the cover;
a light blocking member configured to receive laser light reflected from the welding object; and
a cooling mechanism configured to cool the light blocking member.

5. The welding system according to claim 1,
wherein the arc welding is MIG arc welding.

6. The welding system according to claim 1,
wherein a length between a processing point by the laser light and a processing point by the arc welding is 3 mm
or more to 10 mm or less.

7. The welding system according to claim 1,
wherein the welding object is one of stainless steel, carbon steel, low-alloy steel, and non-ferrous alloy.

8. A welding method comprising:

moving a processing point by laser light having a processing point beam diameter larger than a width of a groove
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between a pair of welding objects butted against each other with a narrow groove therebetween, along the
groove to melt an inside of the groove; and
moving a processing point by arc discharge from a welding wire to which a voltage is applied, along the groove
to arc-weld the inside of the groove melted by the laser light to form a weld bead.

9. The welding method according to claim 8, further comprising:

melting the inside of the groove having the weld bead by the laser light having the processing point beam
diameter larger than the width of the groove; and
arc-welding the melted inside of the groove to form a second weld bead on the weld bead.

10. The welding method according to claim 8,
wherein a length between the processing point by the laser light and the processing point by the arc welding is 3
mm or more to 10 mm or less.

11. The welding method according to claim 8,
wherein the arc welding is MIG arc welding.
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