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(54) Handle for packaging multipack bottles

(57) A handle for packs (10) is provided, in particular
for multipacks (10) of bottles and other similar packs of
products, comprising: an adhesive tape (2) comprising
an adhesive surface (2a) suitable to be attached to the
pack of bottles (10) a grippable tape (3) attached to the
adhesive tape (2) on the adhesive surface (2a) so as to
allow said grippable tape (3) to be held by hand, the grip-
pable tape (3) further comprising: a grippable portion (3a)
attached to the adhesive tape (2) in a substantially non-
removable manner, a removable portion (3b) attached
to the remainder of the handle (1) in a substantially re-
movable manner.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a handle for
packaging, in particular for packaging multipack bottles
and other similar associated units, of the type as recited
in the preamble of claim 1.
[0002] As known, bottles of mineral water and other
similar products, such as beverages, beer, wine, milk,
granular foodstuffs and so on, are packed in packs con-
taining two or more articles.
[0003] Said packs may comprise a handle consisting
of an adhesive tape which is attached to the sides of the
bottle and which comprises a central portion, arranged
on the upper portion of the pack of bottles, specifically
left slightly slack so that it can be held by hand.
[0004] Furthermore, in said upper graspable portion,
the underside of the adhesive tape facing the pack of
bottles is attached to a grippable tape, usually made of
paper or of a polymeric material, which prevents the ad-
hesive tape from sticking to the hand.
[0005] The prior art described above has several sig-
nificant drawbacks.
[0006] Said multipacks of bottles and other similar
packs of products are very heavy to lift.
[0007] In particular, once they have been purchased
at a supermarket or store, they must be lifted on to the
checkout desk.
[0008] They are also difficult for cashiers to manoeu-
vre.
[0009] To overcome the aforesaid drawbacks, some
supermarkets provide cashiers with all the barcodes or
similar codes associated with the packs of bottles. This
procedure is however complicated and does not allow
changes to be made quickly.
[0010] In this situation the technical purpose of the
present invention is to devise a handle for packages in
particular for multipacks of bottles and other similar packs
of products able to substantially overcome the drawbacks
mentioned above.
[0011] Within the scope of said technical purpose an
important aim of the invention is to provide a handle for
packs of bottles and other similar packs so that such
packs can easily be paid for at the checkout desk.
[0012] The technical purpose and specified aims are
achieved by a handle for packaging in particular for mul-
tipacks of bottles and other similar packs of products as
claimed in the appended claim 1.
[0013] Preferred embodiments are described in the de-
pendent claims.
[0014] The characteristics and advantages of the in-
vention are clearly evident from the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments thereof, with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a pack of bottles with a handle accord-
ing to the invention;
Fig. 2 shows an exploded view of a first embodiment
of the handle according to the invention;

Fig. 3 shows an exploded view of a second embod-
iment of the handle according to the invention;
Fig. 4 shows an exploded view of a third embodiment
of the handle according to the invention;
Fig. 5 shows an exploded view of a fourth embodi-
ment of the handle according to the invention.

[0015] With reference to said drawings, reference nu-
meral 1 globally denotes the handle according to the in-
vention.
[0016] It is suitable to be used on carton-type packs
10 and the like, in particular on multipacks of bottles and
other similar packs of products, such as multipacks of
beverages, beer, wine, milk, granular foodstuffs and so
on.
[0017] The handle 1 comprises an adhesive tape 2*,
which in turn comprises an adhesive surface 2a and
which is attached, in use, to the pack 10 of bottles. In
particular the adhesive surface 2a of the adhesive tape
2 is attached to the sides of the pack 10 and comprises
a central portion, arranged on the upper portion of the
pack, intentionally left slightly slack so that it can be car-
ried.
[0018] The adhesive tape 2 is thus a polymeric tape
with glue 5 applied to the adhesive surface 2a. In the
accompanying drawings the glue 5 is shown as a shaded
area. The handle 1 also comprises a grippable tape 3,
attached to the adhesive surface 2a of the adhesive tape
2 so that the grippable tape 3 can be held without the
hands coming into contact with the adhesive surface.
[0019] The grippable tape 3 is made of paper or poly-
meric material and is preferably the same width as the
adhesive tape.
[0020] The grippable tape 3 comprises a grippable por-
tion 3a attached to the adhesive tape 2 in a substantially
non-removable manner. The term substantially non-re-
movable is used to indicate that the grippable portion 3a
cannot easily become unglued from the tape 2 and would
very likely be damaged or break, thus undermining its
integrity, if it were to become detached or unglued from
the adhesive tape 2.
[0021] The grippable tape 3 also innovatively compris-
es a removable portion 3b attached to the remainder of
said handle 1, thus in particular to the grippable portion
and/or to the adhesive tape, in a substantially removable
manner. The term substantially removable refers to the
fact that the removable portion can easily be separated
and without substantially undermining its integrity, from
the rest of the handle 1 and thus from the pack 1.
[0022] The removable portion 3b is appropriately made
of printable material and in use is preferably printed. In
particular it bears the barcode of the product contained
in the pack, or even other specific markings, such as
codes for competitions, for discounts and so on.
[0023] The removable portion 3b is preferably made
as a single piece with the grippable portion 3a and is
separated from the latter by tearing, possibly made easier
by scoring or cut lines perpendicular to the direction of
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extension of the tape or even weakened areas obtained
by folding or other means.
[0024] The removable portion 3b may also be attached
to or simply arranged alongside the tape 2 along the ad-
hesive surface 2a in a portion with reduced adhesive
power 2b. Said reduction may even go as far as cancel-
ling the adhesive power.
[0025] Said reduced adhesive power may be obtained,
for instance, by means of an additional tape 4 that is not
sticky in the direction of the grippable tape 3 arranged
between the adhesive tape 2 and the grippable tape 3
so as to constitute the portion with reduced adhesive
power 2b, as in the examples in Figs. 2 and 3.
[0026] The additional tape 4 may be opaque or alter-
natively transparent, so that the contents of the label are
visible from the outside.
[0027] Alternatively, the portion with reduced adhesive
power 2b may consist of a portion of adhesive tape 2 in
which the adhesive surface 2a is less adhesive. For ex-
ample glue 5 is only applied to certain portions of surface
(Fig. 5), or the glue 5 consists of a less powerful adhesive.
The presence of the adhesive may be inhibited through
the use of separating fluids, for example in the form of a
lacquer or a varnish, preferably arranged on the glue of
the adhesive tape 2.
[0028] Moreover, the removable portion 3b may be ar-
ranged on the inside of the grippable portion 3a, and pos-
sibly be separated from the latter by means of two cut
lines (Fig. 2). Alternatively, the removable portion 3b may
be arranged on one side or end (Figs. 3 and 4) of the
grippable portion and be separated from the latter by
means of a cutting line.
[0029] Alternatively the removable portion 3b may con-
sist of a continuation of the grippable portion 3a folded
on said grippable portion 3a (Fig. 5). In that case the
removable portion 3b is preferably removably attached
to the grippable portion 3a, for example by means of a
reduced amount of glue 6.
[0030] The invention comprises a process for produc-
ing a handle 1 as described above. Said process com-
prises the application of glue 5 on the adhesive surface
2a of the tape 2, possibly followed by the application of
separating fluids, for instance lacquer or varnish, to pre-
vent the adhesion of the glue to the adhesive surface and
obtain the portion with reduced adhesive power 2b.
[0031] The process envisages the subsequent gluing
of the additional tape 4, where applicable, and then of
the grippable tape 3 and the possible folding and gluing
thereof, as in the case shown in Fig. 4. The folding and
gluing of the grippable tape 3 may also be performed
before gluing to the tape 2.
[0032] The invention achieves some important advan-
tages.
[0033] The removable portion 3b of the grippable tape
3 may in fact be removed simply and passed over the
checkout desk at the time of paying or other operations,
without undermining the integrity of the handle, so that
the handle continues to be usable.

[0034] There is therefore no need to manoeuvre the
entire pack 10 but only the removable portion 3b.
[0035] The removable portion 3b of the handle 1 can
also be used as a promotional coupon, proof of purchase,
and so on.
[0036] Modifications and variations may be made to
the invention described herein without departing from the
scope of the inventive concept as expressed in the inde-
pendent and dependent claims.
[0037] All the elements as described herein may be
replaced with equivalent elements and the scope of the
invention as claimed in the independent and dependent
claims includes all other materials, shapes and dimen-
sions.

Claims

1. Handle (1) for a pack (10) comprising: an adhesive
tape (2) comprising an adhesive surface (2a) suita-
ble to be attached to said pack of bottles (10) a grip-
pable tape (3) attached to said adhesive tape (2) on
said adhesive surface (2a) so as to allow said grip-
pable tape (3) to be held by hand, characterised in
that said grippable tape (3) comprises: a grippable
portion (3a) attached to said adhesive tape (2) in a
substantially non-removable manner, a removable
portion (3b) attached to the remainder of said handle
(1) in a substantially removable manner.

2. Handle (1) as claimed in claim 1, wherein said ad-
hesive surface (2a) comprises a portion having a re-
duced adhesive power (2b) suitable to attach said
removable portion (3b).

3. Handle (1) as claimed in claim 2, wherein said portion
with reduced adhesive power (2b) has no adhesive
power.

4. Handle (1) as claimed in claim 2 or 3, comprising an
additional tape (4), arranged between said adhesive
tape (2) and said grippable tape (3) suitable to con-
stitute said portion having reduced adhesive power
(2b) in correspondence with said removable portion
(3b).

5. Handle (1) as claimed in the previous claim, wherein
said additional tape is transparent.

6. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
claims, in which said removable portion (3b) is ar-
ranged inside said grippable portion (3a).

7. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
claims, in which said removable portion (3b) is ar-
ranged at one side of said grippable portion (3a).

8. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
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claims, in which said removable portion (3b) consists
of a continuation of said grippable portion (3a) folded
back on said grippable portion (3a).

9. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
claims, in which said removable portion (3b) is at-
tached in a substantially removable manner to said
grippable portion (3a).

10. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
claims, in which said portion with reduced adhesive
power (2b) consists of a portion of adhesive tape (2)
in which said adhesive surface (2a) is provided with
a smaller amount of adhesive.

11. Handle (1) according to one or more of the previous
claims, in which said grippable portion (3a) and said
removable portion (3b) are separated by cutting
lines.

12. Pack (10) including a handle as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims.

13. Pack (10) as claimed in the preceding claim, con-
sisting of a multi-pack of bottles and other similar
packs.

14. Process for producing a handle (1) as claimed in
claim 11, wherein said adhesive surface (2a) is ob-
tained by applying glue (5) to said adhesive tape (2)
and wherein said portion with reduced adhesive
power (2b) is obtained by applying separating fluids
to said adhesive e surface (2a) after applying said
glue, said separating fluids being suitable to prevent
the adhesion of said glue to said adhesive surface.

15. Process as claimed in the preceding claim, wherein
said separating fluids are in the form of lacquer or
varnish.
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