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Description

Technical field

[0001] The invention relates to a mobile terminal and
a method of pairing a mobile terminal with a wireless
device. The invention relates also to a computer program
and a computer program product.

Background

[0002] The number of devices which are connectable
to wireless communication networks continues to in-
crease steadily. Apart from mobile phones, computers,
tablet computers, and other electronic consumer gadg-
ets, it is expected that all kinds of devices which may
benefit from being connected to a communication net-
work will be connected in the future. With this, the issue
of connecting and controlling such devices becomes in-
creasingly important.
[0003] For instance, a user may use his or her mobile
phone to stream media to a loudspeaker or a television,
to make voice calls using a headset, or to send docu-
ments to a printer. The communication between the mo-
bile phone and the connected devices is typically effected
through a wireless link, using Bluetooth, WiFi, ZigBee, a
cellular radio technology, or any other wireless technol-
ogy.
[0004] Before communication between the mobile
phone and a connectable device may commence, a con-
figuration of the devices taking part in the communication
is usually required. To this end, a user may be required
to indicate that a specific device may communicate with
the user’s mobile phone. This process is referred to as
pairing. Typically, when a user wants to connect the mo-
bile phone with another device, the mobile phone broad-
casts a query for discovering wireless devices within
range. Any device which is in discoverable mode will re-
spond to the query. In the case of Bluetooth, e.g., a dis-
coverable device will transmit its device name, device
class, and a list of services supported by the device. The
user of the mobile phone is then presented with a list of
devices which responded to the query, allowing the user
to select one or more devices for pairing. Subsequently,
communication with the selected devices may com-
mence. Under certain circumstances, pairing of a device
with the mobile phone may require an additional authen-
tication step, during which the user may be prompted to
enter a code. The association between the mobile phone
and a paired device is usually stored for future commu-
nication sessions
[0005] Even though the list of discovered devices
which is presented to the user may be filtered such that
only a certain class of devices is presented, e.g., head-
sets, the list may still be rather extensive if many devices
are within range. In particular, this may be the case if
pairing is attempted in a crowded environment, such as
a public place or a conference room. Moreover, the pre-

dominance of certain makes and models of consumer
electronics makes the process of pairing even more dif-
ficult, as the user may be presented with a list of several
similar devices. Since such devices frequently have their
name set by the vendor, and devices of the same model
are likely to have the same default device name, the user
will be presented with a list of similar devices sharing the
same name, which makes it difficult to identify and select
the correct device.
[0006] EP 2293531 A1 discloses a method for search-
ing for devices available for short-range communication
and acquiring location information of the searched de-
vices. Examples of location information are distance,
height, or direction to the device available for short-range
communication.

Summary

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide
an improved alternative to the above techniques and prior
art.
[0008] More specifically, it is an object of the present
invention to provide an improved pairing of a mobile ter-
minal with a wireless device.
[0009] These and other objects of the invention are
achieved by means of different aspects of the invention,
as defined by the independent claims. Embodiments of
the invention are characterized by the dependent claims.
[0010] According to a first aspect of the invention, a
mobile terminal is provided according to claim 1.
[0011] According to a second aspect of the invention,
a method of pairing a mobile terminal with a wireless
device is provided according to claim 6.
[0012] According to a third aspect of the invention, a
computer program is provided. The computer program
comprises computer program code. The computer pro-
gram code is adapted, if executed on a processor, to
implement an embodiment of the method according to
the second aspect of the invention.
[0013] According to a fourth aspect of the invention, a
computer program product is provided. The computer
program product comprises a computer readable storage
medium. The computer readable storage medium has
the computer program according to the third aspect of
the invention embodied therein.
[0014] The present invention is based on the idea that
an improved pairing of a camera-equipped mobile termi-
nal, such as a mobile phone, tablet computer, digital cam-
era, or the like, with a wireless device may be achieved
by augmenting an image taken with the camera of the
mobile terminal with symbols indicating one or more dis-
covered wireless devices which are available for pairing.
In this respect, wireless devices are available for paring
under the condition that they are within range of the radio
technology by which the mobile terminal and the discov-
ered wireless devices communicate, and that they are
located within the subspace spanned by a viewing angle
and a viewing direction of the camera, i.e., devices which
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may be captured by the camera. To this end, a user of a
mobile terminal may pair the mobile terminal with a de-
sired wireless device by taking a picture of a scene in
which the desired wireless device is located, using the
camera of the mobile terminal, and by selecting the de-
sired device from the displayed image which is augment-
ed by symbols indicating the discovered wireless devic-
es, subsequent to which the pairing with the selected
device is performed. The image may either be a still im-
age which reflects the location of discovered wireless
devices at the time the image was taken, or a video which
shows the instantaneous location of such devices. In the
latter case, a user of the mobile terminal may search for
a desired wireless device by changing the orientation of
the mobile terminal, and thereby the viewing direction of
the built-in camera, until the desired device appears on
the display, e.g., a screen, together with its overlaid sym-
bol.
[0015] For the purpose of elucidating the invention, a
wireless device may be any type of device capable of
effecting wireless communications using a wireless com-
munication technology such as Bluetooth, WiFi, ZigBee,
near field communication (NFC), a cellular radio technol-
ogy, or the like. A wireless device may, e.g., be a mobile
phone, a computer, a digital camera, a mobile phone
accessory such as a headset, a computer accessory
such as a mouse, a printer, a loudspeaker, a speaker-
phone, a television, a projector, machine-to-machine
(M2M) devices such as sensors and actuators, and so
forth.
[0016] The bearing and the distance from the mobile
terminal to a position of each of the discovered wireless
devices may be determined by analyzing radio signals
originating from the wireless devices and which are re-
ceived at the mobile terminal, as is known in the art. This
may, e.g., be accomplished using received signal
strength measurements, possibly combined with infor-
mation pertaining to the transmit power of the wireless
devices, for determining the distance, and a directional
antenna for determining the bearing. For each discov-
ered wireless device, the position of the device is pro-
jected onto the first image based on the determined bear-
ing and position. It will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art that, in order to solve the straightforward task of
projecting the positions of the discovered wireless devic-
es onto the first image, the relative orientation of the bear-
ings with respect to the viewing direction of the camera
has to be known. In case of a mobile terminal having a
built-in camera and a built-in directional antenna, each
having a respective direction of reference, the direction
of reference of the camera, i.e., the viewing direction,
and the direction of reference of the directional antenna,
relative to which the determined bearings are defined,
have a known geometrical relationship.
[0017] It will also be appreciated that the request from
a user of the mobile terminal, by which the user selects
one of the discovered wireless devices for pairing, may
be accomplished in different ways. For instance, the dis-

play of the mobile terminal may be a touch screen, al-
lowing the user to select the desired wireless device by
touching its associated overlaid symbol. Alternatively, in-
stead of, or in addition to, the overlaid symbol, an iden-
tifier may be associated with each discovered wireless
device and presented to the user, upon which the user
may enter the identifier using a keypad or the like. The
identifier may, e.g., be a number or a device name. Fur-
ther, one may envisage embodiments of the invention
utilizing cursor keys by which the user can select the
desired wireless device. It will also be appreciated that
an embodiment of the invention may be arranged for ef-
fecting pairing with a wireless device under the condition
that its associated symbol is located within a marked re-
gion of the screen. For instance, a view finder may be
displayed, and a user of the mobile terminal may effect
pairing by pointing the camera such that the desired de-
vice, i.e., its associated symbol, is located within the view
finder. In other words, the user may aim its mobile termi-
nal, and with it the built-in camera, at the wireless device
with which he or she wishes to pair its mobile terminal.
[0018] An embodiment of the invention is advanta-
geous in that the process of pairing a camera-equipped
mobile terminal with one or more wireless devices is sim-
plified by utilizing an augmented-reality approach. To this
end, a user of the mobile terminal may simply select a
desired wireless device by selecting a symbol which is
associated with the desired device and which is overlaid
onto the image at the location of the device within the
image. By combining visual information, i.e., the appear-
ance of the desired device on the image, with spatial
information, i.e., the position of the desired device pro-
jected onto the image, the problems inherent to pairing
as known in the art are, at least in part, mitigated. In
particular, the uncertainty associated with selecting the
correct device from a list of discovered devices having
the same or similar types and/or names is overcome.
Further, if the image augmented by symbols indicating
the locations of discovered wireless devices is a video
which constantly reflects the instantaneous location of
such devices on the screen, a user of the mobile terminal
may search for a desired device by sweeping the camera
over a scene, until the desired device emerges on the
display.
[0019] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the processing means is further arranged for identifying
at least one object suitable for pairing, and correlating
the projected position of each of the discovered wireless
devices with the identified objects suitable for pairing.
The at least one object suitable for pairing is identified
by image processing the first image. To this end, image
processing is used to identify objects contained in the
first image which are suitable for pairing. For the purpose
of elucidating the invention, an object is considered suit-
able for pairing if it is judged that the object appears, by
its visual appearance, to be of a type which is likely to be
provided with a radio transceiver, e.g., mobile phones,
computers, headsets, and so forth. By correlating, i.e.,
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combining, this additional visual information with the pro-
jected positions of discovered wireless devices, the reli-
ability of the symbols which are associated with the dis-
covered devices is improved, since the positions of the
overlaid symbols can be determined more accurately.
Thereby, the augmented reality presented to the user is
enhanced.
[0020] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the radio transceiver is further arranged for receiving
information pertaining to a type of the discovered wireless
device. The processing means is further arranged for re-
trieving information pertaining to a visual appearance of
each type of discovered wireless device, and for identi-
fying at least one object suitable for pairing based on the
information pertaining to the visual appearance of each
type of discovered wireless device. The information per-
taining to a type of the discovered wireless device is re-
ceived from at least some of the discovered wireless de-
vices, and preferably from each of the discovered wire-
less devices. The information pertaining to a visual ap-
pearance of each type of discovered wireless device is
retrieved from a database. To this end, a list of distinct
device types, such as mobile phone, computer, tablet
computer, loudspeaker, television, media player, head-
set, or the like, is compiled by querying the device type
from the discovered wireless devices. The device type
may also relate to a make, vendor, model, or the like.
Subsequently, information pertaining to the visual ap-
pearance of the discovered device types is retrieved for
a database, thereby reducing the effort required for im-
age processing and increasing the reliability of its out-
come. In particular, since it is beforehand known which
types of devices are expected to be identified in the first
image, the number of distinct device types being rather
small, image processing may commence more efficient-
ly. Information pertaining to the visual appearance of a
device may, e.g., be images or silhouettes with different
views, fiducial markers, characteristic logotypes, 3D
models such as AutoCad drawings, and so forth. The
database may be internal, i.e., provided with the mobile
terminal, or external, e.g., provided on a server which is
accessible by the mobile terminal. As a further alterna-
tive, a discovered wireless device may provide informa-
tion pertaining to its visual appearance to the mobile ter-
minal, either autonomously or on request. It will also be
appreciated that information pertaining to visual appear-
ance may pertain to a tag, such as a bar code, with which
a wireless device is provided. In this case, an object suit-
able for pairing may be identified by detecting its tag,
using image processing.
[0021] According to a further embodiment of the inven-
tion, the radio transceiver is further arranged for receiving
information pertaining to respective distances from a dis-
covered wireless device to other discovered wireless de-
vices, and the processing means is further arranged for
correlating the bearings and distances determined by the
mobile terminal with the distances received from the dis-
covered wireless devices. The information pertaining to

respective distances from the discovered wireless device
to other discovered wireless devices is received from at
least one of the discovered wireless devices, and is pref-
erably received from several or all discovered wireless
devices. Optionally, information pertaining to respective
bearings from the discovered wireless device to other
discovered may be received from at least some of the
discovered wireless devices, and preferably from all of
them. This is advantageous in that the projected positions
of the discovered wireless devices, at which projected
positions the associated symbols are overlaid, may be
determined more accurately. To this end, spatial infor-
mation, i.e., bearings and distances to discovered wire-
less devices, determined at the mobile terminal are cor-
related, i.e., combined, with spatial information deter-
mined at one or more of the discovered wireless devices.
By combining the spatial information received from dif-
ferent sources, a three-dimensional map of the mobile
terminal and the discovered wireless devices may be de-
rived.
[0022] Even though advantages of the present inven-
tion have in some cases been described with reference
to embodiments of the mobile terminal according to the
first aspect of the invention, corresponding reasoning ap-
plies to embodiments of the method according to the sec-
ond aspect of the invention, embodiments of the compu-
ter program according to the third aspect of the invention,
and embodiments of the computer program product ac-
cording to the fourth aspect of the invention.
[0023] Further objectives of, features of, and advan-
tages with, the present invention will become apparent
when studying the following detailed disclosure, the
drawings and the appended claims. Those skilled in the
art realize that different features of the present invention
can be combined to create embodiments other than
those described in the following.

Brief description of the drawings

[0024] The above, as well as additional objects, fea-
tures and advantages of the present invention, will be
better understood through the following illustrative and
non-limiting detailed description of embodiments of the
present invention, with reference to the appended draw-
ings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a mobile terminal, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention.
Fig. 2 illustrates pairing of a mobile terminal with a
wireless device, in accordance with an embodiment
of the invention.
Fig. 3 shows a preview image and an augmented
image, in accordance with an embodiment of the in-
vention.
Fig. 4 illustrates a method of pairing a mobile terminal
with a wireless device, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention.
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[0025] All the figures are schematic, not necessarily to
scale, and generally only show parts which are necessary
in order to elucidate the invention, wherein other parts
may be omitted or merely suggested.

Detailed description

[0026] In the following, a mobile terminal will be de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 1, in accordance with em-
bodiments of the invention. Note that even though a mo-
bile phone 100 is illustrated in Fig. 1, the invention is not
limited to this specific type of mobile terminal. Rather, a
mobile terminal may be any type of device capable of
wireless communications and being equipped with a
camera and a display, e.g., an ordinary screen or a touch
screen. For instance, a mobile terminal may be a mobile
phone, a smart phone, a tablet computer, a laptop, a
digital camera, a media player, or the like.
[0027] As an illustrative example, mobile phone 100
comprises a camera 101, means 102 for effecting wire-
less communications in accordance with a wireless tech-
nology such as Bluetooth, WiFi, ZigBee, NFC, or a cel-
lular radio technology, i.e., a radio transceiver, process-
ing means 103, and a touch screen 104 for displaying
images or video and for receiving user input. Typically,
a mobile terminal will comprise additional components.
In particular, a mobile phone may comprise multiple radio
transceivers being arranged for effecting wireless com-
munications in accordance with different technologies.
For instance, a mobile phone may comprise a first radio
transceiver for a cellular radio technology like GSM,
WCDMA, or LTE, a second radio transceiver for WiFi,
and a third radio transceiver for Bluetooth.
[0028] Camera 101 is arranged for capturing a first im-
age, under control of a user of mobile phone 100, who
may point the camera into a desired direction. Typically,
the first image, which may either be a still image or video,
is displayed as a preview image on touch screen 104.
[0029] Radio transceiver 102 is arranged for discover-
ing at least one wireless device capable of effecting wire-
less communications with mobile phone 100. This may,
e.g., be achieved by transmitting a query to which wire-
less devices within the range of the wireless technology
used for communicating respond by transmitting infor-
mation pertaining to their respective identity. As an alter-
native, wireless devices may autonomously transmit
such information. Identity information may, e.g., com-
prise an identifier of the wireless device, a network ad-
dress of the wireless device, information pertaining to a
type of the device, make and/or vendor information, or a
list of services and/or functionality supported by the wire-
less device. For the purpose of describing the invention,
all wireless devices responding to a query by mobile
phone 100 are referred to as discovered wireless devic-
es.
[0030] Further, radio transceiver 102 is arranged for
determining a bearing and a distance from mobile phone
100 to a position of each of the discovered wireless de-

vices. This may, e.g., be achieved by analyzing the re-
ceived signal strength of radio signals received from a
discovered wireless device, and by determining the di-
rection from which such radio signals are received. The
latter may be accomplished by using a directional anten-
na, which radio transceiver 102 is provided with, and
which has a direction of reference 106 relative to which
the bearings are defined.
[0031] Processing means 103 is arranged for project-
ing the position of each of the discovered wireless devic-
es onto the first image. In this respect, it will be appreci-
ated by those skilled in the art that a known, and prefer-
ably fixed, geometrical relationship between viewing di-
rection 105 and an orientation of the directional antenna,
i.e., its direction of reference 106, is required in order to
correctly calculate the projected positions, which
amounts to solving a simple geometrical problem.
[0032] Further, processing means 103 is arranged for
creating a second image by overlaying a symbol at the
projected position of each of the discovered wireless de-
vices onto the first image. The second image is then dis-
played on touch screen 104. An embodiment of the in-
vention may be arranged for combining the spatial infor-
mation obtained from radio signals with the visual infor-
mation, i.e., the first image, only for discovered wireless
devices which are visible on touch screen 104, i.e., de-
vices which are located within the subspace defined by
a viewing direction 105 and a viewing angle of camera
101. In this respect, a wireless device may not appear
on the first image, despite being located within the sub-
space covered by camera 101, because the device is
obstructed and therefore not visible to camera 101.
[0033] Processing means 103 is further arranged for
pairing a selected wireless device with mobile phone 100.
The pairing is initiated in response to a user request,
received via touch screen 104, the user selecting a wire-
less device for pairing by touching its associated symbol.
Alternatively, radio transceiver 102 may be arranged for
effecting the pairing.
[0034] Processing means 103 may comprise a single
processor or multiple processors which may share the
processing tasks. Further, camera 101, radio transceiver
102, and/or touch screen 104 may comprise processing
capabilities which may be utilized in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.
[0035] To this end, for each discovered wireless de-
vice, mobile phone 100 determines the position of the
wireless device, which position is defined by the distance
and the bearing from mobile phone 100 to the wireless
device, projects the position onto the first image, and
overlays a symbol at the projected position onto the pre-
view image displayed on touch screen 104. Thus, each
of the overlaid symbols represents a discovered wireless
device. A user may select a wireless device for pairing
by selecting its associated symbol, in response to which
pairing is initiated.
[0036] Note that, even though mobile phone 100 has
been illustrated as comprising a touch screen 104, one
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may envisage embodiments of the invention comprising
a screen and a user interface which is separate from the
screen. For instance, an embodiment of the invention
may comprise a key pad, cursor buttons, or may support
voice control. Depending on which type of user interface
is provided, a user may select a wireless device for pair-
ing by entering an identifier displayed together which
each symbol, by traversing the displayed symbols using
cursor keys and confirming that pairing is to be performed
when the desired symbol is selected, or using his or her
voice to initiate pairing. As a further alternative, a view
finder may be displayed on touch screen 104, i.e., a target
region such as a circle, and mobile phone 100 may be
arranged for initiating pairing with a wireless device under
the condition that its associated symbol is located within
the target region for a certain period of time.
[0037] Further with reference to Fig. 1, mobile phone
100 may further be arranged for identifying suitable wire-
less devices for pairing by image processing the first im-
age, and by correlating the information obtained from im-
age processing with the spatial information derived from
radio signals received by mobile phone 100, i.e., the dis-
tances and bearings from mobile phone 100 to discov-
ered wireless devices. The image processing may be
performed by processing means 103, or using process-
ing capabilities which, e.g., camera 101 or touch screen
104 are provided with. For instance, an embodiment of
the invention may comprise a camera 101 having a ded-
icated image processor, or a touch screen 104 having a
dedicated graphics processor.
[0038] To this end, wireless devices suitable for pairing
are identified by detecting objects in the first image which,
by their visual appearance, appear to be of a type which
is likely to be equipped with a radio transceiver. For in-
stance, an embodiment of the invention may be arranged
for detecting computers, mobile phones, speaker-
phones, headsets, computer accessories, or the like. The
task of correlating the projected position of each of the
discovered wireless devices with the identified objects
suitable for pairing amounts to combining the available
information in such a way that an improved accuracy for
determining the position of discovered wireless devices
contained in the first image is achieved. For instance, an
embodiment of the invention may be arranged for match-
ing objects suitable for pairing, obtained from image
processing, with projected positions obtained from ana-
lyzing received radio signals, under the condition that the
detected object and the projected position are, with re-
spect to their respective location on the first image, close
to each other.
[0039] In order to further improve the accuracy of the
overlaid symbols, mobile phone 100 may further be ar-
ranged for receiving information pertaining to a type of
the discovered wireless device. Such information is pref-
erably received from each of the discovered wireless de-
vices. Information pertaining to a type of the discovered
wireless device may relate to a generic device type, e.g.,
mobile phone, computer, tablet computer, loudspeaker,

television, headset, and so forth, but may also relate to
make, vendor, model, or the like. Mobile phone 100 is
further arranged for retrieving information pertaining to a
visual appearance of each type of discovered wireless
device from a database, and for identifying at least one
object suitable for pairing based on the information per-
taining to the visual appearance of each type of discov-
ered wireless device.
[0040] To this end, mobile phone 100 compiles a list
of device types by receiving the device type from the
discovered wireless devices, and uses this information
to identify objects suitable for pairing by image process-
ing. For this purpose, information pertaining to a visual
appearance of each detected device type is retrieved
from a database. The database may either be an internal
database 108, which may, e.g., be stored in a storage
device of mobile phone 100, such as memory 107, or an
external database to which mobile phone 100 has ac-
cess. Such an external database may, e.g., be provided
by an operator of a mobile network to which a user of
mobile phone 100 is subscribed to, or be provided by a
third party.
[0041] Information pertaining to the visual appearance
of a device may, e.g., be images of a device having the
detected type, which images may represent different
views. Alternatively, such information may pertain to sil-
houettes or fiducial markers. It will also be appreciated
that, instead of retrieving the information from a data-
base, mobile phone 100 may receive information pertain-
ing to the visual appearance of a discovered wireless
device directly from the device. To this end, wireless de-
vices may be arranged for providing such information to
mobile phone 100 by responding to the query transmitted
by mobile phone 100 for the purpose of discovering wire-
less devices. Alternatively, wireless devices may be ar-
ranged for transmitting such information in response to
a separate query for that purpose, or autonomously.
[0042] Mobile phone 100 may further be arranged for
receiving spatial information from each of the discovered
wireless devices. In this respect, spatial information com-
prises respective distances and/or respective bearings
from the discovered wireless device to other discovered
wireless devices. Such information is correlated with the
bearings and distances determined by the mobile termi-
nal, thereby improving the accuracy of the projected po-
sitions and, accordingly, the coincidence of the overlaid
symbols with the location of their associated devices on
the screen. To this end, a three-dimensional map of all
wireless devices within range of the radio technology
used by mobile phone 100 may be build based on spatial
information obtained by analyzing radio signals received
either by mobile phone 100 or any of the discovered wire-
less devices.
[0043] In the following, the process of pairing a mobile
terminal, with a wireless device is illustrated in Fig. 2, in
accordance with embodiments of the invention.
[0044] In Fig. 2, mobile terminal 210 is illustrated as a
mobile phone, such as mobile phone 100 described with
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reference to Fig. 1, or any other mobile terminal in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the invention. A wireless
device may, e.g., be a television 202, a loudspeaker 203,
a speakerphone 204, or a computer 205. For the purpose
of elucidating the invention, a wireless device is to be
understood as a device capable of wireless communica-
tions. For this purpose, each of the wireless devices
202-205 is provided with a radio transceiver for effecting
wireless communications in accordance with a wireless
technology such as Bluetooth, WiFi, ZigBee, NFC, or a
cellular radio technology.
[0045] In order to pair his or her mobile phone 210 with
one of the wireless devices 202-205, user 201 points a
camera 211, which mobile phone 210 is equipped with,
such that wireless devices 202-205, or at least the wire-
less device which the user wants to pair mobile phone
210 with, are captured by camera 211. The scene cap-
tured by camera 211 is determined by a viewing direction
and a viewing angle of camera 211. A preview image
may be displayed on a screen 212 of mobile phone 210,
providing user 201 with a snapshot or an instantaneous
view of the current viewing direction and viewing angle,
depending on whether a still image or a video is captured,
respectively.
[0046] In addition to displaying a preview image from
camera 211 on screen 212, mobile phone 210 is arranged
for discovering wireless devices suitable for pairing and
overlaying an associated symbol with each discovered
wireless device, subsequent to which user 201 may se-
lect a wireless device for pairing. For this purpose, mobile
phone 210 attempts to discover all wireless devices
202-205 within the range of the utilized wireless commu-
nication technology, which typically is a few meters or a
few tens of meters, depending on the type of radio tech-
nology and transmission power used. Discovering wire-
less devices suitable for pairing amounts to transmitting,
from mobile phone 210, a query to which wireless devices
202-205 respond by transmitting information pertaining
to their identity. In response to receiving responses from
wireless devices 202-205, mobile phone 210 determines
the position of each discovered wireless device 202-205
relative to mobile phone 210. This is achieved by deter-
mining the distance and the bearing from mobile phone
210 to each of the discovered wireless devices 202-205,
as was described with reference to Fig. 1. The position
of each discovered wireless device 202-205 is then pro-
jected onto the first image, and a symbol is overlaid at
the respective position of each wireless device 202-205,
resulting in a second image. Consequently, each symbol
is associated with a corresponding wireless device.
[0047] The augmented image is illustrated in Fig. 3,
which shows a preview image 310 from camera 211, i.e.,
the first image. Further, a second image 320 is shown
which includes the associated symbols 322-325 overlaid
at the projected positions of the discovered wireless de-
vices 202-205. If image processing is performed on first
image 310, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention, objects 312-315 suitable for pairing are iden-

tified in first image 310, and their respective positions
within first image 310 are correlated with the projected
positions of the discovered wireless devices 202-205.
The purpose of symbols 322-325 is to indicate the dis-
covered wireless device, thereby allowing the user to se-
lect one of the discovered wireless devices 202-205 for
pairing. It will be appreciated that different kinds of sym-
bols may be used, e.g., crosses 306, circles 307, squares
308, or the like. Further, an embodiment of the invention
may use symbols which are indicative of the type of wire-
less radio technology used between mobile phone 210
and each of the wireless devices 202-205, as is exem-
plified in Fig. 3. In this case, television 202 and computer
205 are using WiFi, as is indicated by symbols 322 and
325, whereas loudspeaker 203 and speakerphone 204
use Bluetooth, as is indicated by symbols 323 and 324.
[0048] Further with reference to Figs. 2 and 3, user 201
may initiate pairing of one of the discovered wireless de-
vices 202-205 with mobile phone 210 by selecting, on
touch screen 212, the symbol which is associated with
the desired wireless device. For instance, in order to pair
mobile phone 210 with speakerphone 204, user 201 se-
lects symbol 324, in response to which mobile phone 210
performs the pairing, as is known in the art. After pairing,
a voice call may be performed using speakerphone 204.
Correspondingly, if pairing is performed with the other
wireless devices 203-205, video content may be
streamed from mobile phone 210 to television 202, audio
content may be streamed from mobile phone 210 to loud-
speaker 203, or files may be transferred between mobile
phone 210 and computer 205.
[0049] In the following, and with reference to Fig. 4, a
method 400 of pairing a mobile terminal with a wireless
device is described, in accordance with embodiments of
the invention. The mobile terminal may, e.g., be mobile
phone 100, described with reference to Fig. 1, or mobile
phone 210, described with reference to Fig. 2.
[0050] Method 400 starts with capturing 401 a first im-
age, using a camera which the mobile terminal is provid-
ed with. In the next step 402, one or more wireless de-
vices capable of effecting wireless communications with
the mobile terminal are discovered. This may, e.g., be
achieved by transmitting a query from the mobile termi-
nal, to which query the wireless devices which are within
range may respond, as was described hereinbefore.
Then, a bearing and a distance from the mobile terminal
to a position of each of the discovered devices are de-
termined 403, and the positions are projected 404 onto
the first image. In the next step 405, a second image is
created by overlaying a symbol at the projected position
of each of the discovered wireless devices onto the first
image. Subsequently, the second image is displayed
406, thereby presenting the presence of one or more
discovered wireless devices to a user of the mobile ter-
minal. The user may select one of the displayed symbols,
thereby requesting pairing of the mobile terminal with the
wireless device which is associated with the selected
symbol. Upon receiving 407 the user request, pairing 408
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with the selected wireless device is performed.
[0051] Optionally, method 400 may further comprise
the steps of image processing 411 the first image so as
to identify one or more objects suitable for pairing, and
correlating 412 the projected positions of the discovered
wireless devices with the identified objects suitable for
pairing, as was described hereinbefore.
[0052] As a further option, method 400 may further
comprise receiving 421 information pertaining to a re-
spective type of the discovered wireless devices, and
retrieving 422 information pertaining to a visual appear-
ance of each type of discovered wireless device from a
database. The retrieved information pertaining to the vis-
ual appearance of each type of discovered wireless de-
vice is used as an input for the step of image processing
411 the first image.
[0053] As yet a further option, method 400 may further
comprise receiving 431, from one of the discovered wire-
less devices, information pertaining to respective dis-
tances from the discovered wireless device to other dis-
covered wireless devices, and correlating 432 the bear-
ings and distances determined by the mobile terminal
with the distances received from the discovered wireless
devices. For instance, with reference to Fig. 2, television
202 may be arranged for determining respective distanc-
es between television 202 and each of the other wireless
devices 203-205, and transmitting the distances to mo-
bile terminal 210. The other wireless devices may be ar-
ranged correspondingly. In addition to distances from the
discovered wireless device to other discovered wireless
devices, respective bearings from the discovered wire-
less device to other discovered wireless devices may be
received 431 from the discovered wireless devices and
used in correlating 432 spatial information determined at
the mobile terminal with spatial information determined
at he discovered wireless devices.
[0054] An embodiment of the method according to the
second aspect of the invention may be implemented as
a computer program comprising computer program
code, e.g., an app. In this way, an existing mobile termi-
nal, e.g., a mobile phone, may be adapted to perform in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention by pro-
viding the mobile phone with an embodiment of the com-
puter program. For instance, with reference to Fig. 1, a
computer program 109 may be loaded into memory 107
of mobile phone 100. Computer program 109 comprises
computer program code which, when executed by proc-
essor 103, is adapted to implement at least parts of the
method according to the second aspect of the invention,
thereby turning an existing mobile phone into a mobile
phone in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion.
[0055] An existing mobile terminal, such as mobile
phone 100 described with reference to Fig. 1, may be
provided with an embodiment of computer program 109
by means of a computer program product, such as mem-
ory 107, or a memory stick which may be connected to
a mobile terminal. Alternatively, an embodiment of com-

puter program 109 may be downloaded to a mobile ter-
minal, e.g., to memory 107 of mobile phone 100. This
may, e.g., be accomplished over a mobile network to
which a user of the mobile terminal is subscribed to, or
by downloading an app from the internet. The person
skilled in the art realizes that the present invention by no
means is limited to the embodiments described above.
On the contrary, many modifications and variations are
possible within the scope of the appended claims. For
example, in accordance with an embodiment of the in-
vention, it suffices if the wireless devices are equipped
with a radio transmitter only, instead of a radio transceiv-
er. It will be appreciated that, in this case, the wireless
devices do not respond to queries by the mobile terminal
but transmit their identity, and other information, auton-
omously. Further, at least part of the processing may be
performed externally to the mobile terminal. For instance,
instead of image processing the first image at the mobile
terminal, one may envisage embodiments of the inven-
tion being arranged for transmitting the first image to an
external entity, such as a server, where the image
processing and identifying objects suitable for pairing are
performed, and subsequently receiving information per-
taining to the outcome of the image processing for further
use. Such an external entity, or server, may be combined
with a database from which information pertaining to a
visual appearance of a device is retrieved

Claims

1. A mobile terminal (100; 210) comprising:

a camera (101) being arranged for capturing a
first image (310),
a radio transceiver (102) being arranged for:

discovering at least one wireless device
(202-205) capable of effecting wireless
communications with the mobile terminal,
and
determining a bearing and a distance from
the mobile terminal to a position of each of
the discovered wireless devices,

processing means (103) being arranged for:

projecting the position of each of the discov-
ered wireless devices onto the first image,
identifying, by image processing the first im-
age, at least one object (312-315) suitable
for pairing,
correlating the projected position of each of
the discovered wireless devices with the
identified objects suitable for pairing, and
creating a second image (320) by overlay-
ing symbols (322-325), onto the first image,
at the projected positions of the discovered

13 14 



EP 3 474 523 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

wireless devices, a display (104) being ar-
ranged for displaying the second image,

the processing means being further arranged for
pairing, in response to a request from a user
(201) of the mobile terminal selecting one of the
discovered wireless devices, the selected dis-
covered wireless device with the mobile termi-
nal, wherein the radio transceiver is further ar-
ranged for:

receiving, from each of the discovered wire-
less devices, information pertaining to a
type of the discovered wireless device,
and wherein the processing means is fur-
ther arranged for:
retrieving, from a database (108), informa-
tion pertaining to a visual appearance of
each type of discovered wireless device,
and

identifying at least one object suitable for pairing
based on the information pertaining to the visual
appearance of each type of discovered wireless
device.

2. The mobile terminal according to claim 1, wherein
the radio transceiver is further arranged for:
receiving, from a least one of the discovered wireless
devices, information pertaining to respective dis-
tances from the at least one discovered wireless de-
vice (202) to other discovered wireless devices
(203-205),
and the processing means is further arranged for:
correlating the bearings and distances determined
by the mobile terminal with the distances received
from the discovered wireless devices.

3. The mobile terminal according to any of claims 1 or
2, wherein the display is a touch screen.

4. The mobile terminal according to any of claims 1 to
3, wherein the radio transceiver is a Bluetooth radio
transceiver.

5. The mobile terminal according to any one of claims
1 to 3, wherein the radio transceiver is a WiFi radio
transceiver.

6. A method (400) of pairing a mobile terminal (210)
comprising a radio transceiver, a camera, and a dis-
play, with a wireless device (202-205), the method
comprising:

capturing (401) a first image (310),
discovering (402) at least one wireless device
(202-205) capable of effecting wireless commu-
nications with the mobile terminal,

determining (403) a bearing and a distance from
the mobile terminal to a position of each of the
discovered wireless devices,
projecting (404) the position of each of the dis-
covered wireless devices onto the first image,
identifying (411), by image processing the first
image, at least one object (312-315) suitable for
pairing,
correlating (412) the projected position of each
of the discovered wireless devices with the iden-
tified objects suitable for pairing,
creating (405) a second image (320) by overlay-
ing symbols (322-325), onto the first image, at
the projected positions of the discovered wire-
less devices,
displaying (406) the second image on the dis-
play,
pairing (408), in response to a request (407)
from a user of the mobile terminal selecting one
of the discovered wireless devices, the selected
discovered wireless device with the mobile ter-
minal, further comprising:
receiving (421), from each of the discovered
wireless devices, information pertaining to a
type of the discovered wireless device, and
retrieving (422), from a database, information
pertaining to a visual appearance of each type
of discovered wireless device,
wherein the identifying (411) at least one object
suitable for pairing is based on the information
pertaining to the visual appearance of each type
of discovered wireless device.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising:
receiving (431), from each of the discovered wireless
devices, information pertaining to respective dis-
tances from the discovered wireless device (202) to
other discovered wireless devices (203-205), and
correlating (432) the bearings and distances deter-
mined by the mobile terminal with the distances re-
ceived from the discovered wireless devices.

8. A computer program (109) comprising computer pro-
gram code, the computer program code being adapt-
ed, if executed on a processor (103), to implement
the method according to claims 6 or 7.

9. A computer program product comprising a computer
readable storage medium (107), the computer read-
able storage medium having the computer program
(109) according to claim 8 embodied therein.

Patentansprüche

1. Mobiles Endgerät (100; 210), umfassend:

eine Kamera (101), die zum Aufnehmen eines
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ersten Bildes (310) angeordnet ist,
einen Funk-Sender/Empfänger (102), der für
Folgendes angeordnet ist:

Ermitteln von zumindest einer drahtlosen
Vorrichtung (202-205), die dazu in der Lage
ist, drahtlose Kommunikation mit dem mo-
bilen Endgerät zu bewirken, und
Bestimmen einer Richtung und eines Ab-
stands von dem mobilen Endgerät zu einer
Position von jeder der ermittelten drahtlo-
sen Vorrichtungen,

Verarbeitungsmittel (103), die für Folgendes an-
geordnet sind:

Projizieren der Position von jeder der ermit-
telten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen auf das ers-
te Bild,
Identifizieren, durch Bildverarbeitung des
ersten Bildes, von zumindest einem ersten
Objekt (312-315), das zum Pairen geeignet
ist,
Korrelieren der projizierten Position von je-
der der ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtun-
gen mit den identifizierten Objekten, die
zum Pairen geeignet sind, und
Erstellen eines zweiten Bildes (320) durch
Überlagern von Symbolen (322-325), auf
das erste Bild, an den projizierten Positio-
nen der ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtun-
gen,
eine Anzeige (104), die zum Anzeigen des
zweiten Bildes angeordnet ist,
wobei die Verarbeitungsmittel weiter als
Reaktion auf eine Aufforderung von einem
Benutzer (201) des mobilen Endgeräts, der
eine der ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtun-
gen auswählt, zum Pairen der ausgewähl-
ten drahtlosen Vorrichtung mit dem mobilen
Endgerät angeordnet ist,
wobei der Funk-Sender/Empfänger weiter
für Folgendes angeordnet ist:

Empfangen, von jedem der ermittelten
drahtlosen Vorrichtungen, von Infor-
mationen, die zu einem Typen der er-
mittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtung gehö-
ren,
und wobei die Verarbeitungsmittel wei-
ter für Folgendes angeordnet sind:

Abrufen, aus einer Datenbank
(108), von Informationen, die zu ei-
ner visuellen Darstellung von je-
dem Typ von ermittelten drahtlo-
sen Vorrichtung gehören, und
Identifizieren mindesten eines Ob-

jekts, das zum Pairen geeignet ist,
basierend auf den Informationen,
die zu der visuellen Darstellung
von jedem Typ von ermittelten
drahtlosen Vorrichtung gehören.

2. Mobiles Endgerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Funk-
Sender/Empfänger weiter für Folgendes angeordnet
ist:

Empfangen, von mindestens einem der ermit-
telten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen, von Informati-
onen, die zu jeweiligen Abständen von der min-
destens einen ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrich-
tung (202) zu anderen ermittelten drahtlosen
Vorrichtungen (203-205),
und die Verarbeitungsmittel weiter für Folgen-
des angeordnet sind:
Korrelieren der Richtungen und Abstände, die
durch das mobile Endgerät bestimmt werden,
mit den Abständen, die von den ermittelten
drahtlosen Vorrichtungen empfangen werden.

3. Mobiles Endgerät nach einem der Ansprüche 1 oder
2, wobei die Anzeige ein Touchscreen ist.

4. Mobiles Endgerät nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
3, wobei der FunkSender/Empfänger ein Bluetooth-
Funk-Sender/Empfänger ist.

5. Mobiles Endgerät nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
3, wobei der FunkSender/Empfänger ein Wifi-Funk-
Sender/Empfänger ist.

6. Verfahren (400) zum Pairen eines mobilen Endge-
räts (210), umfassend einen FunkSender/Empfän-
ger, eine Kamera und eine Anzeige, mit einer draht-
losen Vorrichtung (202-205), wobei das Verfahren
Folgendes umfasst:

Aufnehmen (401) eines ersten Bildes (310),
Ermitteln (402) von zumindest einer drahtlosen
Vorrichtung (202-205), die dazu in der Lage ist,
drahtlose Kommunikation mit dem mobilen End-
gerät zu bewirken,
Bestimmen (403) einer Richtung und eines Ab-
stands von dem mobilen Endgerät zu einer Po-
sition von jeder der ermittelten drahtlosen Vor-
richtungen,
Projizieren (404) der Position von jeder der er-
mittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen auf das erste
Bild,
Identifizieren (411), durch Bildverarbeitung des
ersten Bildes, von zumindest einem Objekt
(312-315), das zum Pairen geeignet ist,
Korrelieren (412) der projizierten Position von
jeder der ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen
mit den identifizierten Objekten, die zum Pairen
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geeignet sind,
Erstellen (405) eines zweiten Bildes (320) durch
Überlagern von Symbolen (322-325), auf das
erste Bild, an den projizierten Positionen der er-
mittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen,
Anzeigen (406) des zweiten Bildes auf der An-
zeige,
als Reaktion auf eine Aufforderung (407) von
einem Benutzer des mobilen Endgeräts, der ei-
ne der ermittelten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen
auswählt, Pairen (408) der ausgewählten draht-
losen Vorrichtung mit dem mobilen Endgerät,
weiter umfassend:

Empfangen (421), von jedem der ermittel-
ten drahtlosen Vorrichtungen, von Informa-
tionen, die zu einem Typen der ermittelten
drahtlosen Vorrichtung gehören, und
Abrufen (422), aus einer Datenbank, von In-
formationen, die zu einer visuellen Darstel-
lung von jedem Typ von ermittelten draht-
losen Vorrichtung gehören, und
wobei das Identifizieren (411) mindesten ei-
nes Objekts, das zum Pairen geeignet ist,
auf den Informationen, die zu der visuellen
Darstellung von jedem Typ von ermittelten
drahtlosen Vorrichtung gehören, basiert.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, weiter umfassend
Empfangen (431), von jedem der ermittelten draht-
losen Vorrichtungen, von Informationen, die zu je-
weiligen Abständen der ermittelten drahtlosen Vor-
richtung (202) zu anderen ermittelten drahtlosen
Vorrichtungen (203-205) gehören, und
Korrelieren (432) der Richtungen und Abstände, die
durch das mobile Endgerät bestimmt werden, mit
den Abständen, die von den ermittelten drahtlosen
Vorrichtungen empfangen werden.

8. Computerprogramm (109), umfassend Computer-
programmcode, wobei der Computerprogramm-
code dazu angepasst ist, bei Ausführung auf einem
Prozessor (103) das Verfahren nach den Ansprü-
chen 6 oder 7 umzusetzen.

9. Computerprogramm, umfassend ein computerles-
bares Speichermedium (107), wobei das computer-
lesbare Speichermedium das Computerprogramm
(109) nach Anspruch 8 darin verkörpert aufweist.

Revendications

1. Terminal mobile (100 ; 210) comprenant :

une caméra (101) étant agencée pour capturer
une première image (310),
un émetteur-récepteur radioélectrique (102)

étant agencé pour :

découvrir au moins un dispositif sans fil
(202-205) capable d’effectuer des commu-
nications sans fil avec le terminal mobile, et
déterminer un support et une distance du
terminal mobile à une position de chacun
des dispositifs sans fil découverts,

un moyen de traitement (103) étant agencé
pour :

projeter la position de chacun des disposi-
tifs sans fil découverts sur la première ima-
ge,
identifier, par traitement d’image de la pre-
mière image, au moins un objet (312-315)
approprié pour un appariement,
corréler la position projetée de chacun des
dispositifs sans fil découverts avec les ob-
jets identifiés appropriés pour un apparie-
ment, et
créer une seconde image (320) par super-
position de symboles (322-325), sur la pre-
mière image, aux positions projetées des
dispositifs sans fil découverts,
un dispositif d’affichage (104) étant agencé
pour afficher la seconde image,
le moyen de traitement étant en outre agen-
cé pour apparier, en réponse à une requête
d’un utilisateur (201) du terminal mobile sé-
lectionnant un des dispositifs sans fil décou-
verts, le dispositif sans fil découvert sélec-
tionné avec le terminal mobile, dans lequel
l’émetteur-récepteur radioélectrique est
agencé en outre pour :

recevoir, à partir de chacun des dispo-
sitifs sans fil découverts, des informa-
tions relatives à un type du dispositif
sans fil découvert,
et dans lequel le moyen de traitement
est en outre agencé pour :

récupérer, à partir d’une base de
données (108), des informations
relatives à l’aspect visuel de cha-
que type de dispositif sans fil dé-
couvert, et
identifier au moins un objet appro-
prié pour un appariement sur la ba-
se des informations relatives à l’as-
pect visuel de chaque type de dis-
positif sans fil découvert.

2. Terminal mobile selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel l’émetteur-récepteur radioélectrique est agen-
cé en outre pour :
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recevoir, à partir d’au moins un des dispositifs
sans fil découverts, des informations relatives à
des distances respectives de l’au moins un dis-
positif sans fil découvert (202) à d’autres dispo-
sitifs sans fil découverts (203-205),
et le moyen de traitement est en outre agencé
pour :
corréler les supports et les distances détermi-
nées par le terminal mobile avec les distances
reçues à partir des dispositifs sans fil décou-
verts.

3. Terminal mobile selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 ou 2, dans lequel le dispositif d’affichage
est un écran tactile.

4. Terminal mobile selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 a 3, dans lequel l’émetteur-récepteur ra-
dioélectrique est un émetteur-récepteur radioélectri-
que Bluetooth.

5. Terminal mobile selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’émetteur-récepteur ra-
dioélectrique est un émetteur-récepteur radioélectri-
que Wi-Fi.

6. Procédé (400) d’appariement d’un terminal mobile
(210) comprenant un émetteur-récepteur radio, une
caméra et un dispositif d’affichage, avec un dispositif
sans fil (202-205), le procédé comprenant :

la capture (401) d’une première image (310),
la découverte (402) au moins d’un dispositif
sans fil (202-205) capable d’effectuer des com-
munications sans fil avec le terminal mobile,
la détermination (403) d’un support et d’une dis-
tance du terminal mobile à une position de cha-
cun des dispositifs sans fil découverts,
la projection (404) de la position de chacun des
dispositifs sans fil découverts sur la première
image,
l’identification (411), par traitement d’image de
la première image, d’au moins un objet
(312-315) approprié pour un appariement,
la corrélation (412) de la position projetée de
chacun des dispositifs sans fil découverts avec
les objets identifiés appropriés pour un apparie-
ment,
la création (405) d’une seconde image (320) par
superposition de symboles (322-325), sur la
première image, aux positions projetées des
dispositifs sans fil découverts, l’affichage (406)
de la seconde image sur le dispositif d’affichage,
l’appariement (408), en réponse à une requête
(407) d’un utilisateur du terminal mobile sélec-
tionnant un des dispositifs sans fil découverts,
le dispositif sans fil découvert sélectionné avec
le terminal mobile comprenant en outre :

la réception (421), à partir de chacun des
dispositifs sans fil découverts, d’informa-
tions relatives à un type de dispositif sans
fil découvert, et
la récupération (422), à partir d’une base de
données, d’informations relatives à l’aspect
visuel de chaque type du dispositif sans fil
découvert,
dans lequel l’identification (411) d’au moins
un objet approprié pour un appariement est
basé sur les informations relatives à l’as-
pect visuel de chaque type de dispositif
sans fil découvert.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, comprenant en
outre :

la réception (431), de chacun des dispositifs
sans fil découverts, d’informations relatives à
des distances respectives du dispositif sans fil
découvert (202) à d’autres dispositifs sans fil dé-
couverts (203-205), et
la corrélation (432) des supports et distances
déterminés par le terminal mobile avec les dis-
tances reçues à partir des dispositifs sans fil dé-
couverts.

8. Programme d’ordinateur (109) comprenant un code
de programme d’ordinateur, le code de programme
d’ordinateur étant adapté, s’il est exécuté sur un pro-
cesseur (103), pour mettre en œuvre le procédé se-
lon les revendications 6 ou 7.

9. Produit-programme d’ordinateur comprenant un
support de stockage lisible par ordinateur (107), le
support de stockage lisible par ordinateur ayant le
programme d’ordinateur (109) selon la revendication
8 incorporé dessus.
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