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(54) Collets for use with valves

(57) A collet (122) for use with a rectangular shaft,
the collet (122) comprising a plurality of flexible members
(228a-d) configured to be coupled to an elongated mem-
ber (220), each of the plurality of flexible members (228a-
d) having an inner surface (230a-d) that forms at least a
portion of a substantially rectangular bore (232) config-
ured to receive the rectangular shaft and an involute outer

surface (234a-d) for engaging an involute inner surface
(208) of an opening of a lever (120) such that the plurality
of flexible members (228a-d) are displaced toward an
axis of the elongated member (220) to cause the inner
surface (230a-d) of each of the plurality of flexible mem-
bers (228a-d) to engage one or more surfaces of the
rectangular shaft.
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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to con-
trol valves and, more particularly, to collets for use with
valves.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Fluid process systems typically use valves such
as, for example, rotary valves to control the flow of proc-
ess fluids. In general, rotary valves typically include a
fluid flow control member disposed in a fluid path and
rotatably coupled to the body of the rotary valve via a
shaft. Typically, a portion of the shaft extending from the
rotary valve is operatively coupled to an actuator (e.g., a
pneumatic actuator, an electric actuator, a hydraulic ac-
tuator, etc.), which operates the flow control member. To
couple the actuator to the valve shaft, a lever or lever
arm is typically employed. The lever converts a linear
displacement of an actuator stem into a rotational dis-
placement of the valve shaft. Thus, rotation of the lever
causes the valve shaft and the flow control member (e.g.,
a disk, a ball, etc.) to rotate to increase or restrict the flow
of fluid through the valve. In operation, a controller may
be used to control the displacement of the actuator to
rotate the lever and the valve shaft and, thus, the flow
control member of the valve to a desired angular position
to achieve a desired fluid flow through the rotary valve.
[0003] However, shaft couplings such as, for example,
levers, that convert linear translation into rotational move-
ment of a valve shaft are often prone to backlash. Back-
lash, which occurs if the lever is not properly sized to the
shaft, and leaves clearance between contacting surfaces
of the lever and the shaft which results in lost motion and
reduced accuracy of fluid flow control through the valve.
Additionally, Industry standards (e.g., International Or-
ganization for Standardization) may require an actuator
to couple to differently sized valve shafts. Adherence to
the ISO standard requires that actuators and valves
made by multiple or different manufacturers can be in-
terchangeably coupled to each other without requiring
modification of the actuators or the valves. To substan-
tially reduce backlash from inaccurately sized couplings
and to facilitate the compatibility of control valves with a
variety of actuators, many available actuators have shaft
couplings such as, for example, a lever adapted with a
collet to receive a valve shaft. In particular, many off-the-
shelf actuators provide collets having a square bore or
opening to receive differently sized square valve shafts.
[0004] However, to prevent lost motion from occurring
between the lever and the square valve shaft, the collet
must provide sufficient clamping force to the square end
of the valve shaft. Failure to provide a sufficient clamping
force between the collet and the valve shaft typically re-
sults in a loose mechanical coupling and, thus, lost mo-
tion between the lever and the valve shaft. Such lost mo-

tion may lead to inaccurate positioning of the flow control
member and, thus, poor control over the fluid flowing
through the valve.

SUMMARY

[0005] In one example, a shaft coupling assembly for
use with rotary valves includes an elongate member hav-
ing a first end and a second end in which the first end
includes a coupling portion having an involute outer sur-
face and a first opening configured to receive a rectan-
gular shaft. The coupling portion includes at least one
flexible member having a first surface that at least par-
tially defines the first opening and a second surface that
at least partially defines the involute outer surface. The
shaft coupling assembly further includes a sleeve having
a second opening to receive the elongate member and
a third opening having an involute radius configured to
receive the involute outer surface of the coupling portion.
[0006] In another example, a collet for use with a rec-
tangular shaft includes a plurality of flexible members
configured to be coupled to an elongated member and
each having an inner surface that forms at least a portion
of a substantially rectangular bore configured to receive
the rectangular shaft. The plurality of flexible members
form an involute outer surface for engaging an involute
inner surface of an opening of a lever. The opening of
the lever is configured to cause the plurality of flexible
members to be displaced toward an axis of the elongated
member to cause the inner surface of each of the plurality
of flexible members to engage one or more surfaces of
the rectangular shaft.
[0007] In yet another example, a rotary control valve
includes a valve mounted to a housing and having a shaft.
An actuator is operatively coupled to the valve and dis-
posed within the housing. A collet has a plurality of flexible
members integrally formed with an elongated member
such that the outer surfaces of the plurality of flexible
members form an involute outer surface and inner sur-
faces of the plurality of flexible members form a first open-
ing to receive the shaft. A lever operatively coupled to
the actuator has a second opening to receive the elon-
gate member of the collet and a third opening having a
tapered involute surface to engage the involute outer sur-
face defined by the outer surfaces of the plurality of flex-
ible members.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1A illustrates an example rotary control valve
assembly having an example collet and lever de-
scribed herein.
FIG. 1B illustrates a rotary valve that may be used
to implement the rotary control valve assembly of
FIG. 1A.
FIG. 2A illustrates the example collet and lever of
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FIGS. 1A and 1B.
FIG. 2B illustrates an end view of the example collet
of FIG. 2A
FIG. 3A illustrates another example collet described
herein.
FIG. 3B illustrates an end view of the example collet
of FIG. 3A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] The example collets disclosed herein may be
used to couple differently sized, substantially square or
rectangular valve shafts to control valve actuators. As
used herein, the term substantially rectangular includes
substantially square geometries. In contrast to known
coupling techniques, the example collets described here-
in are configured to provide a substantially tight coupling
between a lever and a substantially rectangular (e.g.,
square) shaft without requiring the use of wedges, shaft
keys, or the like. In operation, the example collets de-
scribed herein substantially eliminate lost motion be-
tween actuators and closure members (e.g., a valve
plug). In addition, the example collets described herein
may facilitate the coupling and decoupling of actuators
and valve shafts for purposes of, for example, installation
processes, repair processes, etc.
[0010] As described in greater detail below, an exam-
ple collet may include at least one flexible member (e.g.,
a tang, finger-like projection, etc.) having a substantially
planar inner surface configured to engage a rectangular
or square shaft. In addition, the flexible member includes
a substantially involute outer surface configured to en-
gage a tapered involute surface of a coupling component
such as, for example, a lever or a sleeve. The flexible
member may be coupled to a first end of an elongate
member and displaced toward an axis of the elongate
member by the coupling component. In general, any
number of flexible members may be used to implement
the example collets described herein. For example, as
described below in connection with FIGS. 2A and 2B, the
example collet 122 includes four flexible members 228a-
b. However, as described below in connection with FIGS.
3A and 3B, another example collet 300 includes eight
flexible members or clamping elements 306a-h.
[0011] The involute outer surfaces of the example col-
lets described herein advantageously provides the flex-
ible members with thicker dimensioned material at their
corners, where the most effective torque transmission
occurs between a collet and a valve shaft to which the
collet is coupled. Such thicker material at the corners of
the flexible members enables the flexible members to
apply a sufficient or more effective clamping force to a
valve shaft (e.g., a square shaft). Additionally, the invo-
lute surfaces of the example flexible members described
herein engage the involute inner surfaces of the coupling
component (e.g., a lever) to provide a substantially tight
fit or connection between the coupling component and
the collet to further prevent or minimize lost motion be-

tween the coupling component and the collet and, thus,
lost motion between the actuator and flow control mem-
ber of the valve associated with the coupling component
and the collet.
[0012] FIG. 1A illustrates an example rotary control
valve assembly 100 having an example coupling assem-
bly 102 described herein. FIG. 1B illustrates a rotary valve
104 that may be used to implement the rotary control
valve assembly 100 of FIG. 1A. In general, the example
valve assembly 100 includes an actuator 106 operatively
coupled to the rotary valve 104 via the coupling assembly
102. The actuator 106 is configured to actuate (i.e., ro-
tate, turn, etc.) to open/close the rotary valve 104 to con-
trol the flow fluid through the valve 104.
[0013] Referring to FIG. 1A, the actuator 106 (e.g., a
diaphragm actuator, a piston actuator, etc.) is coupled to
a housing 108 of the rotary control valve 100. The
housing108 includes a first faceplate 112 and a second
faceplate (not shown) opposite the first faceplate 112
(i.e., the backside of the actuator 106). The first faceplate
112 and the second faceplate are substantially similar or
identical, which enables a field configurable fail-safe op-
eration of the actuator 106. The first face plate 112 in-
cludes a plurality of mounting holes 114 for mounting the
rotary valve 104 to the actuator 106. A mounting bracket
116 (FIG. 1B) mounts the rotary valve 104 to the faceplate
112 via fasteners 118 (FIG. 1B) or any other suitable
fastening mechanism that passes into and/or through the
mounting holes 114.
[0014] As illustrated in FIG. 1A, the first faceplate 112
is removed from the actuator 106 to expose the coupling
assembly 102. The coupling assembly 102 includes an
example lever 120 that couples to or engages an example
collet 122. The assembly of the lever 120 and the collet
122 is described in greater detail below. The collet 122
operatively couples the rotary valve 104 to the actuator
106. The actuator 106 includes an actuator stem (not
shown) having a rod end bearing 124 that couples to the
lever 120.
[0015] Referring to FIG. 1B, the rotary valve 104 in-
cludes a valve body 126 that houses a flow control mem-
ber 128 and a seating surface or seal ring 130. The flow
control member 128 engages the seal ring 130 to control
the flow of fluid through the valve 104. The flow control
member 128 is coupled to a valve shaft 132 which, in
turn, is coupled to the lever 120 via the collet 122. The
valve shaft 132 has a substantially square end 134 and
may conform to an ISO standard for square shafts. How-
ever, the valve shaft 132 may be implemented using any
other shape (e.g., any polygonal shape) and/or size. As
described in greater detail below, the collet 122 is con-
figured to apply a clamping force to the valve shaft 132
of the rotary valve 104 when the collet 122 is coupled to
the lever 120.
[0016] As shown in FIG. 1B, a first end 136 of the lever
106 provides a first sleeve 138 that is configured to re-
ceive or engage the example collet 122 to form the cou-
pling assembly 102. In a similar manner, a second end
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140 of the lever 106 provides a second sleeve 142
through which the example collet 122 may be inserted
to form a second coupling 144. The example collet 122
may be drawn into the lever 120 so that the first sleeve
138 or the second sleeve 142 engages the example collet
122. As described in greater detail below, the lever 120
engages a washer 146 and a fastener 148 draws the
collet 122 within the lever 120 to cause the collet 122 to
apply a clamping force to the valve shaft 132.
[0017] In operation, the rotary control valve assembly
100 receives a control signal such as, for example, com-
pressed air, to displace the actuator 106. The displace-
ment of the actuator 106 results in a corresponding linear
displacement of the actuator stem. The linear displace-
ment of the actuator stem is converted into a rotational
displacement of the lever 120, whereby the lever 120
imparts a rotational force to the valve shaft 132 via the
collet 122. For example, as the lever 120 rotates, the
collet 122 rotates the valve shaft 132 to cause the flow
control member 128 to rotate to a desired angular position
to vary or control the fluid flowing through the rotary valve
104. When the flow control member 128 is closed, the
flow control member 128 engages the seal ring 130 that
encircles the flow path through the rotary valve 104 to
prevent the flow of fluid through the valve 104.
[0018] Throttling the flow control member 128 may in-
volve adjusting and controlling the position of the flow
control member 128 between a fully open position and a
fully closed position to achieve a desired process fluid
flow and/or pressure. In addition, throttling the flow con-
trol member 128 may be performed in connection with a
feedback system (not shown) that is configured to con-
tinually measure the flow and/or pressure of a process
fluid. The feedback system may then cause, for example,
the actuator 106 to at least partially actuate the lever 120
in response to changes in the flow and/or pressure of the
process fluid. In throttling applications, minimizing or re-
ducing lost motion between the lever 120 and the valve
shaft 132 is important to achieving precise positioning of
the flow control member 128. Such lost motion typically
causes the actual position of a flow control member to
deviate from a desired position. Substantially reducing
or preventing such lost motion from occurring provides
more accurate and improved valve performance.
[0019] FIG. 2A illustrates the example lever 120 and
the example collet 122 shown in FIG. 1A. FIG. 2B is a
front view of the example collet 122 of FIGS. 1A and 2A.
As stated above, in an assembled configuration, the ex-
ample lever 120 and the example collet 122 form a cou-
pling such as, for example, shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B.
The lever 120 includes a body 202 having a first opening
or aperture 204 substantially near the center of the body
202. The sleeve 138 includes a second opening 206 hav-
ing a diameter that is larger than the diameter of the open-
ing 204. The second opening 206 has an involute radius
to form an involute-shaped inner surface 208 that tapers
toward the first opening 204. In some examples, the sec-
ond sleeve 142 of the lever 120 may also include a third

opening (not shown) opposite the second opening 206
having an involute radius to form an involute-shaped in-
ner surface that tapers toward the first opening 204. In
the illustrated example, the sleeves 138 and 142 are in-
tegrally formed with the lever 120. However, in other ex-
amples, the sleeves 138 and/or 142 may be received by
or coupled to the lever 120 in any other suitable man-
ner(s).
[0020] The lever 120 includes lever arms 210 and 212
that extend from the body 202. The arms 210 and 212
include apertures or mounting hole 214 and 216, respec-
tively, to receive a fastener (not shown) to rotatably cou-
ple the lever 120 to the rod end bearing 124 (FIG. 1A) of
the actuator stem. Additionally, the body 202 may include
a cam 218 that operatively couples to a positioner (not
shown), which provides feedback to control the valve 100
based on the position on the cam 218.
[0021] Referring also to FIG. 2B, the collet 122 includes
an elongate member 220 having a first end 222 and a
second end 224. The first end 222 includes a coupling
portion 226 that includes a plurality of flexible members
228a-d having respective inner surfaces 230a-d that form
a substantially square bore 232 configured to receive a
square valve shaft, such as, for example the valve shaft
132 of FIG. 1B. In the illustrated example, the coupling
portion 226 is integrally formed with the elongate member
220 to form a substantially unitary piece or structure.
However, in other examples, the coupling portion 226
couples to the elongate member 220 via any suitable
fastening mechanism(s).
[0022] Each of the plurality of flexible members 228a-
d includes an involute outer radius that form respective
involute outer surfaces 234a-d. The involute outer sur-
faces 234a-d engage the involute inner surface 208 of
the second opening 206. In addition, the outer surfaces
234a-d of the flexible members 228a-d are tapered to
matably engage the tapered surface 208 of the second
opening 206. The plurality of flexible members 228a-d
may be formed by slits 236a-d. The involute outer sur-
faces 234a-d advantageously provide the flexible mem-
bers 228a-d with thicker dimensioned material at its cor-
ners 238a-d, which is where the most effective torque
transmission occurs between the collet 122 and the valve
shaft 132 when the actuator 106 actuates to rotate the
lever 120. Thus, the thicker material at the corners 238a-
d enable the flexible members 228a-d to provide a more
effective clamping force when coupled to a valve shaft.
[0023] The example collet 122 may be drawn within
the lever 120 using a drawing or pulling technique. As
described above in connection with FIGS. 1A and 1B,
the washer 146 and the fastener (e.g., a draw nut) 148
may be used to draw or pull the example collet 122 toward
and/or within the sleeve 138. For example, the elongated
member 220 may have an externally threaded portion
240 at the second end 224 that may extend through the
opening 204 of the lever 120 and the washer 146 to
threadably engage the draw nut 148. In this manner, tight-
ening the draw nut 148 pulls the example collet 122 into
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the lever 120 and, as a result, the inner involute surface
208 of the second opening 206 matably engages the in-
volute outer surfaces 234a-d to cause the flexible mem-
bers 228a-d to move inwardly to engage a shaft in the
bore 232 as described below. In an alternative configu-
ration, the elongated member 220 may include inner
threads (not shown) and a draw bolt (instead of the draw
nut 148) that may engage the inner threads to draw the
example collet 122 into the lever 120.
[0024] As the collet 122 is drawn into the lever 120,
the tapered surface 208 of the second opening 206 en-
gages the tapered involute outer surfaces 234a-d to
cause the flexible members 228a-d to be flexed or driven
toward an axis 242 of the elongated member 220, which
causes the flexible members to flex to decrease the di-
mensions of the square bore 232. In this manner, the
example collet 122 may directly engage, for example,
the valve shaft 132, thus reducing and/or eliminating any
gaps between the surfaces of the square bore 232 and
the surfaces of the valve shaft 132. When a shaft (e.g.,
the valve shaft 132 of FIG. 1B) is positioned within the
bore 232, the inner clamping surfaces 230a-d directly
engage and apply a clamping force to the valve shaft 132
so that a substantially tight fit is achieved between the
inner clamping surfaces 230a-d and one or more surfac-
es of the valve shaft 132. Lost rotational motion (i.e., lost
motion) between the lever 120 and the valve shaft 132
is substantially reduced or eliminated by eliminating the
gaps between the surfaces of the square bore 232 and
the valve shaft 132 via the example collet 122. Addition-
ally, as the collet 122 is drawn or pulled by the drawnut
148 into the lever 120, the involute inner surface 208 of
the sleeve 138 matably engages the involute outer sur-
faces 234a-d of the flexible members 228a-d to provide
a tight coupling between the lever 120 and the collet 122
to further reduce or minimize lost motion between the
lever 120 and the collet 122.
[0025] Over time and through the continuous operation
of a valve (e.g., the valve 100 of FIGS. 1A and 1B), the
surfaces of the valve shaft may wear. This may cause
loosening of the initial coupling between a shaft and an
actuator. However, with the example collets described
herein such as, for example, the example collet 122, a
substantially tight fit or coupling between an actuator
(e.g., the actuator 106) and valve shaft (e.g., the shaft
132) may be maintained or easily restored by tightening
the draw nut 148 or bolt to draw the example collet 122
further within the sleeve 138 of the lever 120 and further
displace the flexible members 228a-d toward the shaft.
[0026] The involute radius of the example collet 122
and/or sleeve 138 may be formed via investment casting,
or any other suitable process(es). Additionally, although
the example collet 122 is shown as having four flexible
members 228a-d, it is possible to implement the example
collet 122 using fewer or more flexible members. For ex-
ample, the example collet 122 may be implemented using
a single flexible member that applies a force to one of
the surfaces of the valve shaft 132. In such a case, an

inner surface of the flexible member at least partially de-
fines a portion of a rectangular bore of the collet and an
outer surface of the flexible member at least partially de-
fines a portion of an involute outer surface of the collet.
[0027] FIG. 3A illustrates another example collet 300
described herein that is implemented with more flexible
members than the example collet 122 of FIGS. 1A, 2A
and 2B. FIG. 3B is an end view of the example collet 300
of FIG. 3A. Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the example
collet 300 includes an elongate member 302 and a cou-
pling portion 304. The coupling portion 304 includes a
plurality of flexible members 306a-h. The plurality of flex-
ible members 306a-h have respective tapered involute
outer surfaces 308a-h and a plurality of substantially pla-
nar inner clamping surfaces 310a-h. The plurality of flex-
ible members 306a-h may be formed by slits or openings
312a-d and 314a-d. Each of the flexible members 306a-
h provides a corresponding one of the inner clamping
surfaces 310a-h and a corresponding one of the involute
outer surfaces 308a-h. In this example, the inner clamp-
ing surfaces 310a-h form a substantially rectangular or
square bore 316 configured to receive a substantially
square shaft (e.g., the valve shaft 132 of FIG. 1B).
[0028] The example collet 300 is received by the lever
120 in substantially the same manner as the collet 122
is received by the lever 120, as described in connection
with FIGS. 1A, 1B, 2A and 2B. The coupling portion 304
engages the second opening 206 of the lever 120 so that
the involute inner surface 208 of the second opening 206
engages the involute outer surfaces 308a-h of the flexible
members 306ah. As the collet 300 is drawn into the lever
120, the tapered inner involute surface 208 of the second
opening 206 engages the tapered involute outer surfaces
308a-h to flex or displace the flexible members 306a-h
toward an axis 318 of the collet 300. In this manner, when
the collet 300 is drawn into the sleeve 138, the flexible
members 306a-h are displaced toward and directly en-
gage a valve shaft, for example, the valve shaft 132 of
FIG. 1B.
[0029] In particular, when the sleeve 138 receives the
example collet 300 (i.e., the collet 300 is drawn into the
sleeve 138, the inner surfaces 310a-h may directly en-
gage the surfaces of the valve shaft 132 to provide a
clamping force to the valve shaft 132. Additionally, the
openings 314a-d enable the flexible members 306a-h to
be more flexible than, for example, the flexible members
228a-d of the example collet 122. Such flexibility causes
the flexible members 306a-h to be forced outwardly to-
ward the mating involute inner surface 208 of the sleeve
138. In this manner, the flexible members 306a-h advan-
tageously form independently acting wedges that en-
gage the lever 120 to further minimize lost motion be-
tween the collet 300 and the lever 120.
[0030] As discussed above, the involute outer surfaces
308a-h advantageously provide the flexible members
306a-h with thicker dimensioned material at its corners
320a-h, which is where the most effective torque trans-
mission occurs between the lever 120 and a valve shaft
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(e.g., the valve shaft 132) when an actuator (e.g., the
actuator 106) rotates the lever 120. The thicker material
at the corners 320a-h enables the flexible members
306a-h to provide a more effective clamping force when
coupled to a valve shaft. Additionally, the involute outer
surfaces 308a-h matably engage the involute inner sur-
face 208 to provide an improved connection between the
lever 120 and the collet 300 to further reduce lost motion
between the collet 300 and the lever 120.
[0031] The lever 106, the example collets 122 and 300,
and the sleeve 138 or fastening component are exem-
plary depictions and may be implemented by any suitable
lever, shaft clamp, and fastening component configured
to provide direct engagement of a shaft and minimal or
substantially zero lost motion between the collets, the
shaft, and the lever.
[0032] Although certain methods, apparatus, and arti-
cles of manufacture have been described herein, the
scope of coverage of this patent is not limited thereto. To
the contrary, this patent covers all methods, apparatus,
and articles of manufacture fairly falling within the scope
of the appended claims either literally or under the doc-
trine of equivalents.
[0033] The preferred aspects of the present disclosure
may be summarized as follows:

1. A shaft coupling assembly for use with rotary
valves, comprising:

an elongate member having a first end and a
second end, wherein the first end includes a cou-
pling portion having an involute outer surface
and a first opening configured to receive a rec-
tangular shaft, wherein the coupling portion in-
cludes at least one flexible member having a
first surface that at least partially defines the first
opening and a second surface that at least par-
tially defines the involute outer surface; and
a sleeve having a second opening to receive the
elongate member and a third opening having an
involute radius configured to receive the involute
outer surface of the coupling portion.

2. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
involute surface of the third opening tapers toward
the second opening.
3. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
outer surface of the coupling portion tapers toward
the second end of the elongate member.
4. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
tapered surface of the third opening causes the at
least one flexible member to be displaced toward an
axis of the elongated member to cause the inner sur-
face of the at least one flexible member to engage
one or more surfaces of the rectangular shaft.
5. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, further com-
prising at least another flexible member having a
third surface opposing the first surface of the at least

one flexible member, wherein the at least one flexible
member and the at least another flexible member
are configured to accept the rectangular shaft ther-
ebetween, and wherein the at least one flexible
member and the at least another flexible member
are configured to be displaced toward one another
when the involute outer surface engages the third
opening.
6. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
second end of the elongate member couples the
elongate member to the sleeve.
7. An apparatus as defined in aspect 6, wherein the
second end of the elongated member is configured
to engage at least one of a nut or a bolt.
8. A coupling as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
sleeve is integrally formed with a lever that is con-
figured to be rotatably coupled to an actuator.
9. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, further com-
prising a plurality of flexible members, wherein the
plurality of flexible members and the at least one
flexible member define the first opening that is con-
figured to receive the rectangular shaft.
10. An apparatus as defined in aspect 1, wherein the
at least one flexible member has thicker dimen-
sioned material at its corners.
11. A collet for use with a rectangular shaft, the collet
comprising:

a plurality of flexible members configured to be
coupled to an elongated member and each hav-
ing an inner surface that forms at least a portion
of a substantially rectangular bore configured to
receive the rectangular shaft, wherein the plu-
rality of flexible members form an involute outer
surface for engaging an involute inner surface
of an opening of a lever, and wherein the open-
ing of the lever is configured to cause the plu-
rality of flexible members to be displaced toward
an axis of the elongated member to cause the
inner surface of each of the plurality of flexible
members to engage one or more surfaces of the
rectangular shaft.

12. A collet as defined in aspect 11, wherein the plu-
rality of flexible members is configured to be coupled
to a lever associated with an actuator.
13. A collet as defined in aspect 11, wherein the elon-
gated member is integrally formed with the plurality
of flexible members.
14. A collet as defined in aspect 11, wherein the plu-
rality of flexible members apply a clamping force to
the rectangular shaft when the inner surfaces of the
plurality of flexible members engage the rectangular
shaft.
15. A collet as defined in aspect 11, wherein the elon-
gated member includes a threaded portion config-
ured to engage at least one of a nut or a bolt.
16. A rotary control valve, comprising:
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a valve mounted to a housing and having a shaft;
an actuator operatively coupled to the valve and
disposed within the housing;
a collet having a plurality of flexible members
integrally formed with an elongated member,
wherein outer surfaces of the plurality of flexible
members form an involute outer surface, and
wherein inner surfaces of the plurality of flexible
members form a first opening to receive the
shaft; and
a lever operatively coupled to the actuator hav-
ing a second opening to receive the elongate
member of the collet and a third opening having
a tapered involute surface to engage the involute
outer surface defined by the outer surfaces of
the plurality of flexible members.

17. A valve as defined in aspect 16, wherein the plu-
rality of flexible members are configured to slide with-
in the third opening, and wherein the tapered surface
of the third opening engages the outer surface of the
plurality of flexible members to cause the plurality of
inner surfaces to engage the rectangular shaft.
18. A valve as defined in aspect 17, wherein the outer
surface of the plurality of flexible members is ta-
pered.
19. A valve as defined in aspect 16, wherein the elon-
gated member includes a threaded end configured
to extend through the second opening and engage
at least one of a nut or a bolt to couple the collet to
the lever.
20. A valve as defined in aspect 16, wherein the shaft
and the first opening are substantially rectangular.
21. A valve as defined in aspect 16, wherein the ac-
tuator is one of an electric actuator, a pneumatic ac-
tuator, a hydraulic actuator, or a manually operated
actuator.

Claims

1. A collet for use with a rectangular shaft, the collet
comprising:

a plurality of flexible members configured to be
coupled to an elongated member, each of the
plurality of flexible members having an inner sur-
face that forms at least a portion of a substan-
tially rectangular bore configured to receive the
rectangular shaft and an involute outer surface
for engaging an involute inner surface of an
opening of a lever such that the plurality of flex-
ible members are displaced toward an axis of
the elongated member to cause the inner sur-
face of each of the plurality of flexible members
to engage one or more surfaces of the rectan-
gular shaft.

2. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the plurality
of flexible members are configured to be coupled to
a lever associated with an actuator.

3. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the elongated
member is integrally formed with the plurality of flex-
ible members.

4. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the plurality
of flexible members apply a clamping force to the
rectangular shaft when the inner surfaces of the plu-
rality of flexible members engage the rectangular
shaft.

5. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the elongated
member includes a threaded portion configured to
engage at least one of a nut or a bolt.

6. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the outer sur-
faces of the plurality of flexible members taper to-
wards an end of the elongated member opposite the
plurality of flexible members.

7. A collet as defined in claim 6, wherein the end of the
elongated member couples the elongated member
to the lever.

8. A collet as defined in claim 7, wherein the end of the
elongated member is configured to engage at least
one of a nut or a bolt.

9. A collet as defined in claim 1, wherein the plurality
of flexible members have thicker dimensioned ma-
terial at the corners.
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