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(54) Composite normalized angle of attack indicating system

(57) A composite normalized angle of attack indicat-
ing system provides a simultaneous display of both body
angle of attack, such as in digital form, and normalized
angle of attack for an aircraft. The display may be visually
enhanced as stall is approached such as by zooming the

body angle of attack digital display and/or by changing
the color of the display. The normalized display also se-
lectively displays an approach reference band when the
flap setting is equal to or greater than 20 degrees.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to aircraft instru-
mentation for aircraft and particularly to angle of attack
indicating systems. More particularly, the present inven-
tion relates to normalized angle of attack indicating sys-
tems

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Angle of attack, or AOA, which is the angle at
which the air hits the wing of an aircraft, or the angle α
between the airfoil’s reference line and the oncoming air
flow,is an important and useful concept in controlling an
aircraft’s critical performance. For example, a stall occurs
at a particular angle of attack; the smallest power-off de-
scent rate occurs at a particular angle of attack; the best
power-off glide ratio occurs at a particular angle of attack;
the recommended approach speed is related to the angle
of attack; the best rate of climb occurs at a particular
angle of attack; and the best angle of climb occurs at a
particular angle of attack.
[0003] The so called critical angle of attack is the angle
of attack which produces the maximum lift coefficient and
is also known as the stall angle of attack. Below the critical
angle of attack, as the angle of attack increases, the co-
efficient of lift increases, while above the critical angle of
attack, as the angle of attack increases, the air begins to
flow less smoothly over the upper surface of the airfoil
and begins to separate from the upper surface. Above
this critical angle of attack, the aircraft is said to be in a
stall. The airspeed at which the aircraft stalls normally
varies with various parameters associated with the air-
craft itself, such as the weight of the aircraft, the load
factor, the center of gravity and other factors; however,
the aircraft always stalls at the same critical angle of at-
tack
[0004] Because of the critical nature of angle of attack
in flying the aircraft, particularly in commercial aircraft,
various types of instrumentation have been developed
over the years to indicate to the pilot what the angle of
attack of the aircraft is at various critical points along the
flight path of the aircraft above, below, and at the critical
angle of attack. This instrumentation has generally fallen
into two categories, namely non-normalized body angle
of attack indicators, such as disclosed in United States
Patent No. 6,131,055, and normalized angle of attack
indicators, such as disclosed in United States Patent No.
6,271,769, with each type of system having its own ben-
efits and drawbacks. For example, indicating systems
employing non-normalized body angle of attack, a key
component of the angle of attack gauge, approach angle
of attack, slides up and down a scale based on flap po-
sition rather then being at a more readily discernible fixed
location, whereas indicating systems employing normal-
ized angle of attack, variations in Mach number can po-

tentially result in misleading readings. Since one key pur-
pose of these angle of attack indicating systems is to
provide flight crews with so called quick glance aware-
ness to the proximity of an unsafe operating speed, the
presence of either of these disadvantages at a critical
time is highly undesirable.
[0005] These disadvantages are overcome by the
present invention which provides a composite display of
both the body angle of attack in a readily discernible dig-
ital display adjacent the normalized angle of attack dis-
play, thereby retaining the benefits of a body angle of
attack gauge while still providing the simplicity of a nor-
malized angle of attack gauge with fixed key reference
points.

SUMMARY OF PARTICULAR EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention comprises a normalized
angle of attack indicating system for an aircraft in which
a display gauge includes fixed position markings to indi-
cate a predetermined range of normalized angle of attack
provided in a normalized display presentation, and a dis-
playable indicia, such as a digital presentation, of body
angle of attack displayed simultaneously with the nor-
malized angle of attack display presentation for simulta-
neously providing a composite display of both normalized
angle of attack and body angle of attack for the aircraft
on the display gauge. The predetermined range of the
normalized display presentation is preferably between a
zero body angle of attack and a stall angle of attack for
the aircraft. The display also preferably includes a selec-
tive display of approach reference angle of attack in the
normalized display presentation when the fixed position
markings correspond to a predetermined percentage of
the stall angle of attack.
[0007] The normalized angle of attack display presen-
tation preferably includes a scale having a plurality of
scale segments, such as a typical flight area segment, a
stick shaker angle of attack segment, and an approach
angle of attack segment. It may also include scale seg-
ments based on the zero body angle of attack and the
stall angle of attack. In addition, the system preferably
includes means for enhancing the display presentation,
such as by zooming the body angle of attack display
and/or changing its coloration, such as to red, when the
body angle of attack approaches the stall value for the
aircraft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the presently preferred
embodiment of the normalized angle of attack indi-
cating system of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of a typical dis-
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play gauge presentation for the normalized angle of
attack indicating system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic illustration of the display
gauge of FIG. 2 enroute for the aircraft;

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic illustration of the display
gauge of FIG. 2 illustrating the normalized scale
points of reference; and

FIG. 5 is a graphical representation illustrating the
body angle of attack to the normalized angle of attack
on approach for a flap setting of 20.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0009] Referring now to the drawings in detail, and in-
itially to FIG. 1, a block diagram of the presently preferred
angle of attack indicating system 10 in accordance with
the present invention is shown. As will be noted, the in-
dicating system 10 of the present invention preferably
provides a composite display 20, such as illustrated in
FIGS. 2-4, of both the body angle of attack 3, in a digital
display, and the normalized angle of attack 2. As shown
and preferred in FIG. 1, the normalized angle of attack
is calculated in a similar fashion to the body angle of
attack. The conventional Vane angle of attack, or AOA
Vane, 12, 14 is provided to the conventional on board
left, center and right data concentrator units 16, 18, 22,
respectively, via the conventional onside air data com-
puter 24, and offside air data computer 26, respectively.
This Vane AOA is typically raw angle of attack data. The
particular aircraft type is preferably conventionally deter-
mined based on the pin strapping of the data concentrator
unit 30. As further shown in FIG. 1, a conventional pitot
static system 32, 34 monitors and sends both a static
pressure signal and a total pressure signal to the respec-
tive air data computers 24, 26. The air data computers
24, 26 then conventionally send the aircraft’s actual angle
of attack signal to the data concentrator unit 30. In addi-
tion, conventional configuration sensors 36 on the aircraft
communicate various relevant values to a conventional
stall warning computer 38, such as stick shaker and flaps,
which are in turn communicated to the data concentrator
unit 30.
[0010] As further shown and preferred in FIG. 1, the
stick shaker signal is fed to the center data concentrator
18 where it is conventionally converted to a body angle
of attack stick shaker value using a look up table, and is,
in turn, fed to the composite display 20 which is preferably
normalized with respect to stick shaker, as represented
in FIG. 1 by block 40. In addition, the flaps output of the
stall warning computer 38 output is fed to data concen-
trator 22 where the approach reference is conventionally
calculated and also normalized with respect to the ap-
proach reference as also indicated in FIG. 1 at block 40.
Both of these normalized values are communicated to

the composite display 20 for providing a normalized dis-
play presentation thereof. In addition, as also shown and
preferred in FIG. 1, the AOA outputs of both of the air
data computers 24, 26 are preferably fed to data concen-
trator unit 16 where they are conventionally converted to
a corresponding body angle of attack using a look up
table and converted into a digital display of the body angle
of attack for display on the composite display 20 along-
side the normalized display presentation, such as illus-
trated in FIGS. 2-4. If desired, the body angle of attack
component of the composite display 20, which is non-
normalized, may be conventionally calculated in the man-
ner described in United States Patent No. 6,131,055, the
contents of which are hereby specifically incorporated by
reference herein in its entirety. In either instance, the cal-
culated body angle of attack is converted into a digital
display 3 which preferably appears in the composite dis-
play 20 adjacent the normalized angle of attack display
presentation 1, 2 (see FIG. 2).
[0011] Preferably, the normalized points of reference
for the normalized display presentation in the preferred
composite display 20 are determined from the body angle
of attack in accordance with the following equation

"where α represents the angle of attack

αApp represents the approach reference angle of at-
tack

And ass represents the stick shaker angle of attack "
[0012] Referring now to FIG. 2, a typical composite dis-
play gauge presentation for the normalized angle of at-
tack indicating system 10 of FIG. 1 is shown. As shown
and preferred, the normalized display gauge 20, includes
a normalized AOA gauge 1 which represents normalized
AOA from 0.0 to 1.0 where 1.0 represents the stall angle
of attack, 0.875 represents the stick shaker angle of at-
tack, 0.60 represents the ideal approach AOA for flap
handle positions less than 20 degrees, and 0.0 repre-
sents the zero point reference which equals 0 degrees
body angle of attack. As further shown, the normalized
display gauge presentation includes a movable pointer
2 for providing the normalized AOA indication on the com-
posite display 20, with the Vane AOA being converted to
body AOA and being normalized between stick shaker
AOA and the zero point reference in the composite dis-
play 20. In addition, as further shown and described, the
composite display 20 also includes the previously men-
tioned digital indication 3 of the body AOA which, as pre-
viously described, is preferably a result of the Vane AOA
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being received from the air data computer 24, 26 or stall
warning computer 38 and converted to body AOA based
on the aircraft type. The stall AOA, which represents 1.0
on the scale normalized gauge 1, is represented by ref-
erence numeral 4 in FIG. 2 in the composite display 20
and is a calculated value based on the stick shaker AOA.
Reference numeral 5 in FIG. 2 represents the normalized
stick shaker AOA in the composite display 20. Reference
numeral 6 in FIG. 2 represents the ideal AOA reference
for approach in the composite display 20, as will be de-
scribed hereinafter, and is preferably utilized in the nor-
malization calculation only on approach. Preferably, the
ideal AOA reference for approach, when displayed, is
shown at the 0.6 tick mark in the composite display 20.
In addition, the composite display 20 also selectively dis-
plays an approach reference band 7 only when, by way
of example, the flap handle setting is set to equal or great-
er than 20 degrees. Preferably, the approach reference
band 7 displayed in the composite display 20 is based
on an internally stored table which conventionally varies
with flap setting, received via the stall warning computer
38, and aircraft type. The resulting value is then normal-
ized and centered in the composite display 20 at the 0.6
tick mark when, preferably, the flap setting is 20 degrees
or higher.
[0013] Referring now to FIG. 3. a normalized display
20 similar to FIG. 2 is shown. However, as will be noted,
no approach reference band 7 is present in the composite
display 20 as the aircraft is shown enroute and is not on
approach so that the flap handle setting, received via the
stall warning computer 38, is set to less than 20 degrees
for the aircraft.
[0014] Referring now to FIG. 4, a normalized display
20 similar to FIGS. 2 and 3 is shown. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, the normalized scale 1 is preferably effectively
segmented as it is scaled from zero body AOA up to stall
AOA. The four "segments" of the normalized scale 1 in
the indicating system 10 of the present invention are di-
agrammatically illustrated in FIG. 4 by scale portions A,
B, C, and D. Scale portion A represents the stick shaker
AOA and the approach reference AOA, or 60 percent of
stall AOA, depending on the phase of flight of the aircraft,
and are utilized in the present invention as references to
create the normalized scale 1 based on the above nor-
malization equation for determining the value of n. Scale
portion B represents the typical flight area for the aircraft.
Generally, on approach, the approach reference AOA
ranges in percentage of stall from 25 percent to 40 per-
cent. Therefore, the scaling exhibited in scale portion A
is carried through on scale portion B, allowing the needle
or pointer 2 to move linerally within the typical flight area.
Scale portions C and D are preferably calculated based
on either the zero body AOA or the stall AOA compared
to the resulting end points from scale portion B.
[0015] FIG. 5 is a graphic illustration of a typical body
AOA to degrees on the normalized AOA indicator 10 of
the present invention, with the approach flaps set at 20
degrees.

[0016] In accordance with the present invention, the
indicating system 10 of the present invention also pref-
erably provides an additional visual warning to the flight
crew when the aircraft is at or near stall by preferably
zooming the body angle digital display as well as chang-
ing its color, such as by making it red, preferably along
with making the needle 2 red as well. This visual warning
can be separate from or in addition to other warnings,
such as an audio warning when the aircraft is close to
stall.
[0017] Thus, in the indicating system 10 of the present
invention, the calculated body AOA is digitally displayed
adjacent the normalized AOA scale presentation, with
the calculated body AOA being normalized based on
stick shaker AOA and approach reference AOA. By dis-
playing the body AOA in a composite display 20 with the
normalized AOA provides the flight crew with the best of
both worlds to provide flight crews with an accurate and
efficient quick glance awareness to the proximity of an
unsafe operating speed for the aircraft which overcomes
the disadvantages of the prior art.

Claims

1. A normalized angle of attack indicating system for
use in an aircraft comprising:

a display gauge having fixed position markings
to indicate a predetermined range of normalized
aircraft angle of attack in a normalized display
presentation, said predetermined range com-
prising a zero body angle of attack and a stall
angle of attack with respect to said aircraft, said
display gauge comprising means for displaying
said predetermined range in said normalized
display presentation; and
means for displaying a displayable indicia of
body angle of attack for said aircraft simultane-
ously with said normalized angle of attack for
said aircraft on said display gauge for providing
a composite simultaneous display of said body
angle of attack along with said normalized angle
of attack for said aircraft, said body angle of at-
tack being dependent on specific constants for
said aircraft.

2. An indicating system in accordance with claim 1 fur-
ther comprising means for selectively displaying an
approach reference band for said aircraft in said nor-
malized display presentation when said fixed posi-
tion markings correspond to a predetermined per-
centage of said stall angle of attack.

3. An indicating system in accordance with claim 2
wherein said body angle of attack displayable indicia
comprises a digital display of said body angle of at-
tack.
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4. An indicating system in accordance with claim 1
wherein said body angle of attack displayable indicia
comprises a digital display of said body angle of at-
tack.

5. An indicating system in accordance with any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said normalized angle
of attack display presentation comprises a movable
pointer indicia and a scale comprising said fixed po-
sition markings, said pointer indicia being movable
along said scale between said fixed position mark-
ings in accordance with changes in said normalized
angle of attack.

6. An indicating system in accordance with claim 5
wherein said scale comprises a plurality of scale seg-
ments, said scale segments comprising a typical
flight area segment, a stick shaker angle of attack
segment, and an approach angle of attack segment.

7. An indicating system in accordance with claim 6
wherein said scale segments further comprise a
scale segment based on said zero body angle of
attack and a scale segment based on said stall angle
of attack.

8. An indicating system in accordance with any one of
the preceding claims, further comprising means for
enhancing said body angle of attack display presen-
tation in response to a predetermined condition.

9. An indicating system in accordance with claim 8
wherein said predetermined condition comprises
said body angle of attack value approaching said
stall value for said aircraft.

10. An indicating system in accordance with claim 8 or
claim 9 wherein said enhancing means further com-
prises means for dynamically zooming said body an-
gle of attack display presentation in response to said
predetermined condition.

11. An indicating system in accordance with any one of
claims 8 to 10 wherein said enhancing means further
comprises means for changing coloration of said
body angle of attack display presentation in re-
sponse to said predetermined condition.

12. An indicating system in accordance with any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said normalized angle
of attack display presentation comprises a scale
comprising said fixed position markings, said nor-
malized scale being based on the equation 

"where α represents the angle of attack
αApp represents the approach reference angle of at-
tack
And ass represents the stick shaker angle of attack "
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