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(54) SUCTION CATHETER

(57) A suction catheter of the invention includes: a
catheter main body (10) that includes a suction passage
(12) along a longitudinal direction thereof; a control unit
(20) that is attached to an end portion of the catheter

main body (10) which is opposite to an operation portion;
and an imaging unit (30) that is attachable to and detach-
able from the control unit (20).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an endoscope-
attached suction catheter in which attachment and de-
tachment of an imaging unit can be easily carried out.
[0002] This application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2011-243784 filed on November
7, 2011, the contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] In a case where a patient cannot cough up se-
cretion such as phlegm in a trachea or a bronchus, for
example, who uses an artificial respirator, removal of the
secretion is carried out by use of a suction catheter.
[0004] At this time, in order to visually observe an op-
eration portion, removal of the secretion is carried out
while using a bronchoscope or an endoscope.
[0005] However, since skill is required to simultane-
ously operate an bronchoscope or an endoscope and a
suction catheter, in the case of operation by a caregiver,
patient’s family, or the like, there is a possibility that re-
moval of the secretion cannot be properly carried out or
tracheal mucosa is carelessly damaged by the end of the
suction catheter.
[0006] Consequently, an endoscope-attached suction
catheter has been studied which combines a suction
catheter with an endoscope and can carry out suctioning
while observing a state of an operation portion with the
endoscope (for example, refer to Patent Document 1).
[0007] In the endoscope-attached suction catheter, an
imaging fiber constituting an endoscope is inserted into
a tube of the catheter, and an image propagating through
the imaging fiber is image-captured and displayed by an
image-capturing-display device that is attachable to and
detachable from a control unit of the catheter.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0008] [Patent Document 1]PCT International Publica-
tion No. WO2010/089726

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0009] However, in configuration of the Patent Docu-
ment 1, attachment and replacement of the imaging de-
vice is carried out at between an optical system of an
imaging device and an end face of the imaging fiber.
[0010] In the case of the above-described configura-
tion, since the distance between the optical system of
the imaging device and the end face of the imaging fiber

varies in manufacturing, it is necessary to carry out the
focusing of the optical system of the imaging device for
each replacement of the imaging device.
[0011] The invention was conceived in view of the
above-described circumstances and has an object there-
of to provide an endoscope-attached suction catheter
which can easily realize attachment and detachment of
an imaging unit.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0012] In order to solve the aforementioned problem
and achieve the object, a suction catheter of an aspect
of the invention adopts the following means.
[0013] A suction catheter of an aspect of the invention
includes: a catheter main body that includes a suction
passage along a longitudinal direction thereof; a control
unit that is attached to an end portion of the catheter main
body which is opposite to an operation portion; and an
imaging unit that is attachable to and detachable from
the control unit.
[0014] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include an imaging fiber
that is arranged inside the catheter main body in a lon-
gitudinal direction thereof, passes through the control
unit, has an end face that is exposed to an outer surface
of the control unit, and propagates an image that is ob-
tained at the operation portion, wherein the imaging unit
includes an imaging module that includes an optical sys-
tem and an imaging device which image-capture the im-
age transmitted to the end face of the imaging fiber, and
when the imaging unit is attached to the control unit, the
position of the imaging module is fixed so that a distance
from the end face of the imaging fiber to the imaging
module is constant.
[0015] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include: an imaging sensor
that is provided at a position of the catheter main body
close to the operation portion, and converts an image
that is obtained at the operation portion into an electrical
signal; and a sensor wiring that is arranged inside the
catheter main body in a longitudinal direction thereof,
connected to the imaging sensor, and transmits the elec-
trical signal to the imaging unit, wherein the imaging unit
includes a signal processing circuit processes the elec-
trical signal that is obtained through the sensor wiring.
[0016] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a light guide that
is arranged inside the catheter main body in a longitudinal
direction thereof, and propagates illuminating light that
illuminates the operation portion.
[0017] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a lighting unit that
is provided at the control unit and allows illuminating light
to be incident to the light guide.
[0018] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a light source
(LED) that is provided at a position of the catheter main
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body close to the operation portion; and an electric supply
line that is arranged inside the catheter main body in a
longitudinal direction thereof and supplies electric power
to the light source.
[0019] In the suction catheter of an aspect of the in-
vention, it is preferable that the imaging unit that includes
the imaging module be attachable to and detachable from
an upper portion of the control unit.
[0020] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a display unit that
is provided at the imaging unit and displays the image
captured by the imaging unit.
[0021] In the suction catheter of an aspect of the in-
vention, it is preferable that the imaging unit include a
removable portion that is attachable to and detachable
from the control unit and the imaging module include a
pressing portion that allows the removable portion to
press against the control unit by generating reactive force
in the removable portion.
[0022] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a lighting passage
that is provided at the catheter main body and in which
the light guide is arranged so as to extend along a lon-
gitudinal direction of the catheter main body; and an im-
aging pathway that is provided at the catheter main body
and in which the imaging fiber is arranged so as to extend
along a longitudinal direction of the catheter main body.
[0023] In the suction catheter of an aspect of the in-
vention, it is preferable that a position of the imaging mod-
ule be fixed so that a distance from the end face of the
imaging fiber to the imaging device is constant.
[0024] In the suction catheter of an aspect of the in-
vention, it is preferable that the imaging module include
a relay lens and a position of the imaging module be fixed
so that the distance from the end face of the imaging fiber
to the relay lens is constant.
[0025] It is preferable that the suction catheter of an
aspect of the invention further include a display unit that
is provided at the imaging unit and displays an image
corresponding to the electrical signal processed by the
signal processing circuit.

Effects of the Invention

[0026] In the suction catheter of an aspect of the in-
vention, when the imaging unit is attached to the control
unit, the position of the imaging module is fixed so that
the distance from the end face of the imaging fiber to the
imaging module is fixed.
[0027] With this configuration, the distance between
the optical system of the imaging unit and the end face
of the imaging fiber is stabilized.
[0028] Consequently, it is not necessary to carry out
the focusing of the optical system of the imaging unit for
each replacement of the imaging unit.
[0029] As a result, an operator can carry out suctioning
and removing of extraneous materials with reference to
an image that is displayed on the display unit without

performing a complicated operation such as focusing.
[0030] Furthermore, in the suction catheter of an as-
pect of the invention, the imaging sensor obtains an im-
age of the operation portion, and the resultant image is
converted into an electrical signal.
[0031] The electrical signal is input to the imaging unit
through the sensor wiring.
[0032] The electrical signal that is input to the imaging
unit is processed in the signal processing circuit and is
converted into a video signal, and an image is displayed
on the display unit.
[0033] Consequently, it is not necessary to carry out
the focusing of the optical system of the imaging unit for
each replacement of the imaging unit.
[0034] As a result, an operator can carry out suctioning
and removing of extraneous materials with reference to
an image that is displayed on the display unit without
performing a complicated operation such as focusing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0035]

FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing a suction
catheter related to a first embodiment of the inven-
tion.
FIG. 2A is a side view showing a catheter and a con-
trol unit of the first embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 2B is a top view showing the catheter and the
control unit of the first embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 3 is a view showing a distal end portion of the
catheter of the first embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 4A is a view showing a modified example of the
catheter of the first embodiment of the invention and
is a view illustrating the distal end portion of the cath-
eter.
FIG. 4B is a view showing a modified example of the
catheter of the first embodiment of the invention and
is a view illustrating the distal end portion of the cath-
eter.
FIG. 4C is a view showing a modified example of the
catheter of the first embodiment of the invention and
is a view illustrating the distal end portion of the cath-
eter.
FIG. 5 is a view showing an example of an imaging
unit the first embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 6 is a view showing the suction catheter of the
first embodiment of the invention and schematically
showing main components inside the imaging unit
and the control unit.
FIG. 7A is a view showing a pressing portion consti-
tuting the suction catheter of the first embodiment of
the invention and is a cross-sectional view schemat-
ically showing a main component of an imaging mod-
ule.
FIG. 7B is a view showing a modified example 1 of
a pressing portion constituting the suction catheter
of the first embodiment of the invention and is a
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cross-sectional view schematically showing a main
component of the imaging module.
FIG. 7C is a view showing a modified example 2 of
a pressing portion constituting the suction catheter
of the first embodiment of the invention and is a
cross-sectional view schematically showing a main
component of the imaging module.
FIG. 7D is a view showing a modified example 3 of
a pressing portion constituting the suction catheter
of the first embodiment of the invention and is a
cross-sectional view schematically showing a main
component of the imaging module.
FIG. 8 is a view schematically showing a suction
catheter related to a second embodiment of the in-
vention and schematically showing main compo-
nents inside an imaging unit and a control unit.
FIG. 9A is a view showing a catheter of a third em-
bodiment of the invention and is a view illustrating a
distal end portion of the catheter.
FIG. 9B is a view showing a modified example 1 of
the catheter of the third embodiment of the invention
and is a view illustrating a distal end portion of the
catheter.
FIG. 9C is a view showing a modified example 2 of
the catheter of the third embodiment of the invention
and is a view illustrating a distal end portion of the
catheter.
FIG. 10A is a top view showing a control unit that
constituting the suction catheter of the third embod-
iment of the invention and is a view illustrating an
electric connector.
FIG. 10B is a view showing a modified example of
the catheter of the third embodiment of the invention
and is a view illustrating an electric connector.
FIG. 11A is a front view showing an imaging unit of
the third embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 11B is a bottom view showing the imaging unit
of the third embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 12A is a schematic diagram showing the imag-
ing unit of the third embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 12B is a circuit block diagram illustrating the
imaging unit of the third embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 13A is a view showing a catheter of a fourth
embodiment of the invention and is a view illustrating
a distal end portion of the catheter.
FIG. 13B is a view showing a modified example 1 of
the catheter of the fourth embodiment of the inven-
tion and is a view illustrating a distal end portion of
the catheter.
FIG. 13C is a view showing a modified example 2 of
the catheter of the fourth embodiment of the inven-
tion and is a view illustrating a distal end portion of
the catheter.
FIG. 13D is a view showing a modified example 3 of
the catheter of the fourth embodiment of the inven-
tion and is a view illustrating a distal end portion of
the catheter.
FIG. 14A is a view schematically showing a suction

catheter related to a fifth embodiment of the invention
and illustrating a structure in which a control unit is
connected to an imaging unit.
FIG. 14B is a view schematically showing the suction
catheter related to the fifth embodiment of the inven-
tion and illustrating a structure in which the imaging
unit is removed from the control unit.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVEN-
TION

<First Embodiment>

[0036] Hereinafter, a suction catheter of an embodi-
ment of the invention will be described with reference to
drawings.
[0037] FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing a suction
catheter related to the first embodiment of the invention.
[0038] A suction catheter 1A (1) of the present embod-
iment is substantially configured to include: a catheter 10
(catheter main body); a control unit 20 connected to the
catheter 10; and an imaging unit 30 removably connected
to the control unit 20.
[0039] The catheter 10 is inserted through one end 20a
(first end) of the control unit 20 into the inside thereof.
[0040] The control unit 20 is attached to the end portion
on the opposite side of a distal end 10a (operation por-
tion) of the catheter 10.
[0041] Additionally, the imaging unit 30 is connected
to the other end 20b (second end) of the control unit 20.
[0042] The suction catheter 1A (1) of the present em-
bodiment is used to suction and remove a patient’s de-
posited matter in their bronchial pathway such as phlegm
or secretion, or extraneous materials such as blood
(hereinbelow, may simply be referred to as an extraneous
material).
[0043] Such extraneous material may be the above-
described extraneous materials generated in the bron-
chus or the trachea or may be liquid or the like generated
in the buccal capsule or the nasal cavity.
[0044] Particularly, a broken line f shown in FIG. 1 is
a virtual line representing a user’s fingers.
[0045] FIGS. 2A and 2B are views schematically show-
ing the catheter 10 and the control unit 20 of the suction
catheter 1A (1) related to the first embodiment of the in-
vention.
[0046] FIG. 2A is a side view showing the catheter 10
and the control unit 20 and FIG. 2B is a top view showing
the catheter 10 and the control unit 20.
[0047] In the catheter 10, a part pf the distal end 10a
of the catheter 10 opens (a portion corresponding to a
suction passage 12 which will be described later) and
extraneous materials are suctioned through the opening.
[0048] Moreover, As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the
side face of the distal end 10a has a rounded shape.
[0049] Because of this, the distal end 10a of the cath-
eter 10 is configured not to damage tracheal mucosa or
the like when the catheter 10 is inserted into a patient’s
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trachea.
[0050] A plurality of through holes 11 (suctioning hole)
which penetrate through the catheter 10 in the thickness
direction thereof and have a predetermined size are
formed near the distal end 10a of the catheter 10.
[0051] The suctioning holes 11 are communicated with
the suction passage 12 of the catheter 10 which are de-
scribed later.
[0052] In the present embodiment, two suctioning
holes 11 are illustrated as an example; however, the
number or a size of the suctioning holes 11, or a distance
from the distal end 10a of the catheter 10 thereto is not
particularly limited to this.
[0053] A configuration of the above-described suction-
ing holes 11 is suitably adjusted and determined depend-
ing on a diameter of the catheter 10 (a size of the suction
passage 12 which will be described later), a suction pres-
sure, the degree of viscosity of a main suction-target ex-
traneous material, or the like.
[0054] As an example, the distance from the distal end
10a of the catheter 10 to the suctioning holes 11 is ap-
proximately 10 mm, and the diameter of the suctioning
hole 11 is approximately 1 to 3 mm.
[0055] As a result of providing the suctioning holes 11
at the side surface of the catheter 10 in addition to pro-
viding openings of the distal end 10a of the catheter 10,
suctioning and removing of extraneous materials are car-
ried out in a wide range thereof.
[0056] Furthermore, extraneous materials can be suc-
tioned by differently using the opening of the distal end
10a of the catheter 10 or the suctioning holes 11 depend-
ing on portions where extraneous materials are present.
[0057] A length of the portion of the catheter 10 which
extends from the control unit 20 is adjusted so as to cor-
respond to a patient to which the suction catheter 1 of
the present embodiment is applied, and the length is ap-
proximately 500 mm in the case where, for example, a
common adult human uses it.
[0058] A diameter of the catheter 10 is not particularly
limited to this as long as the diameter is less than or equal
to 1/2 of the internal diameter of a tracheal tube or a
tracheostomy tube which are used for intubation and to
which the suction catheter 1A of the present embodiment
is inserted.
[0059] At this time, as a diameter of the catheter 10
becomes thinner (as an internal diameter of the catheter
10 becomes smaller), a length of operation time of re-
moving extraneous materials becomes longer; therefore,
a diameter of the catheter 10 is set to a diameter to the
extent that an operation time does not become exces-
sively long.
[0060] FIG. 3 is a view schematically showing a distal
end 10a of the catheter 10A (10) of the present embod-
iment.
[0061] As shown in FIG. 3, the suction passage 12
serving as a removal pathway of an extraneous material
that is suctioned through a patient’s trachea in the longi-
tudinal direction thereof, a lighting passage 13 in which

a light guide 61 illuminating the distal end 10a of the cath-
eter 10 (operation portion) is provided, and an imaging
pathway 14 in which an imaging fiber 62 carrying out
image-capturing at the distal end 10a of the catheter 10
(image-capturing of an operation portion is carried out)
is provided are separately provided in the catheter 10A.
[0062] The light guide 61 is arranged along the longi-
tudinal direction of the catheter 10 and propagates illu-
minating light of the distal end 10a.
[0063] Since the passages are individually provided as
stated above, stable suctioning and removing of extra-
neous materials, imaging an operation portion, and illu-
mination can be realized without interfering with each
other.
[0064] In the catheter 10 of the present embodiment,
the imaging pathway 14 is provided below in a height
direction in the cross section thereof (a portion that is
located at the back side of a patient when insertion into
the patient is carried out) and at the center region thereof,
and the lighting passage 13 is provided at both sides of
the imaging pathway 14.
[0065] That is, the imaging pathway 14 and the lighting
passage 13 are formed on the opposite side of the posi-
tion at which the suctioning hole 11 of the catheter 10 is
formed.
[0066] The catheter 10 in which such suction passage
12, lighting passage 13, and imaging pathway 14 are
provided can be manufactured by extrusion molding by
use of resins such as natural rubber, synthetic rubber,
polyvinyl chloride, or polyurethane, or a material such as
silicon.
[0067] Thereafter, a suctioning hole 11 or the like hav-
ing a predetermined size may be formed at a predeter-
mined position by boring or the like.
[0068] The catheter 10 is preferably black in color.
[0069] For this reason, it is possible to reduce deteri-
oration in a quality of the image that is obtained through
the imaging fiber 62.
[0070] Additionally, the cross-sectional shape of the
catheter 10 is a circle in the present embodiment, how-
ever, the shape may be an ellipse or a polygon (here,
the corner portions thereof are formed in a rounded shape
in order to prevent tracheal mucosa or the like from being
damaged when insertion or removal of the catheter 10
and removal of extraneous materials are carried out).
[0071] The suction passage 12 is communicated with
the aforementioned plurality of suctioning holes 11.
[0072] Furthermore, the suction passage 12 opens at
the distal end 10a of the catheter 10 and the rear end 10b.
[0073] This means that, the suction passage 12 is com-
municated with a first space 22 of the control unit 20
which will be described later (refer to FIG. 6).
[0074] Therefore, the extraneous materials, which are
taken through the opening of the distal end 10a of the
catheter 10 and the suctioning holes 11, are suctioned
to move toward the first space 22 of the control unit 20
through the suction passage 12 located inside the cath-
eter 10, and are discharged from the first space 22 toward
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the outside of the suction catheter 1.
[0075] A plurality of light guides 61 that is constituted
of an optical fiber is provided at each lighting passage 13.
[0076] Such light guides 61 allows illuminating light 40a
emitted from a lighting unit 40 of the imaging unit 30 (refer
to FIG. 5) to transmit the distal end 10a of the catheter
10 and illuminates an operation portion.
[0077] As a result of providing a plurality of light guides
61, even in the case where one of the light guides 61 is
damaged, the other light guides 61 can be used as a
backup.
[0078] As the light guide 61, for example, it is preferable
to use a fine fiber such as one having a diameter of 30
to 70 mm.
[0079] As the light guide 61, a plastic optical fiber, a
silica-based optical fiber, a multi-component glass fiber,
or the like may be adopted.
[0080] Such silica-based optical fiber, plastic optical
fiber, and multi-component glass fiber may be suitably
selected and used depending on the cost of manufactur-
ing or a required light irradiation angle.
[0081] In the case of using a silica-based optical fiber,
a minimum diameter of an obtained fiber is approximately
70 mm and an irradiation angle thereof is approximately
30 degrees.
[0082] Consequently, light irradiation having a wide
range cannot be carried out; however, the cost of man-
ufacturing therefor can be reduced as compared with the
case of using a multi-component glass fiber.
[0083] In the case of using a plastic optical fiber, it is
possible to further reduce the cost of manufacturing.
[0084] On the other hand, in the case of using a multi-
component glass fiber as the light guide 61, a minimum
diameter of the fiber is approximately 30 to 50 mm and
an irradiation angle of 60 to 120 degrees can be realized.
[0085] Because of this, it is possible to illuminate a wide
range of an operation portion, and an operation of suc-
tioning and removing extraneous materials is effectively
carried out.
[0086] An example that three light guides 61 are dis-
posed in each lighting passage 13 is shown in the present
embodiment; however, the number of the light guides 61
is not particularly limited to this and may be suitably ad-
justed depending on the kinds of optical fiber to be used,
a diameter of the catheter 10, a required illuminance, or
an irradiation angle.
[0087] Moreover, a fiber may be suitably selected from
the above-described optical fibers depending on where
the light guide 61 is disposed, and such fibers may be
mixed together and used.
[0088] The imaging fiber 62, in which a plurality of op-
tical fibers are collected and fusion-integrated, is dis-
posed in the imaging pathway 14.
[0089] The imaging fiber 62 is configured to include: a
plurality of cores; and clads that are formed so as to sur-
round such cores.
[0090] As a core, for example, silica glass into which
GeO2 is doped is adopted.

[0091] As a clad, for example, pure silica glass or pure
silica glass into which fluorine or the like is doped is adopt-
ed.
[0092] A distance between the cores adjacent to each
other is, for example, approximately 3 mm.
[0093] The distance between the cores is suitably de-
termined based on a refractive index difference between
the core and the clad.
[0094] Where, for example, a refractive index differ-
ence of core/clad is 2 to 5%, preferably 3.5 to 4%, a dis-
tance of 3 mm between the cores can be achieved.
[0095] At this time, due to reduction in the distance
between the cores, a larger number of optical fibers can
be collected.
[0096] As a result, a clean and wide-range video pic-
ture is obtained.
[0097] The number of optical fibers (number of pixels)
to be collected is preferably, for example, a thousand to
hundred thousand.
[0098] If the number of optical fibers (number of pixels)
is less than a thousand, a clean image may not be ob-
tained.
[0099] On the other hand, if the number of optical fibers
(number of pixels) exceeds hundred thousand, the fine
imaging fiber 62 cannot be obtained.
[0100] As the imaging fiber 62, for example, a graded
index type optical fiber can be adopted.
[0101] As stated above, since the imaging fiber 62 is
provided in the suction catheter 1 of the present embod-
iment, a video picture at the distal end 10a of the catheter
10 (operation portion) is obtained.
[0102] As a result, an operation of removing extrane-
ous materials is carried out with reference to the video
picture.
[0103] For this reason, an advanced technique is not
necessary, and the operation of removing extraneous
materials is simply carried out.
[0104] An object lens 53 is disposed at an end of the
imaging fiber 62 (the distal end side 10a of the catheter
10).
[0105] At this time, the end of the imaging fiber 62 to
which a sleeve is adhesively attached serves as a pol-
ished surface, and the object lens 53 is attached to the
polished surface.
[0106] The object lens 53 is not particularly limited and
a SELFOC lens (registered trademark) is preferable
therefor.
[0107] As such SELFOC lens, a SELFOC lens having,
for example, a working distance(WD) of approximately
15 mm is used.
[0108] FIGS. 4A to 4C are views showing modified ex-
amples of the catheter 10.
[0109] In a modified example of a catheter 10B (10)
shown in FIG. 4A, the lower portion in a height direction
in the cross section thereof (a portion that is located at
the back side of a patient when insertion into the patient
is carried out) is separated into two spaces, one of the
spaces forms the imaging pathway 14, and the other of
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the spaces forms the lighting passage 13.
[0110] In a modified example of a catheter 10C (10)
shown in FIG. 4B, the suction passage 12, the lighting
passage 13, and the imaging pathway 14 are formed in
a circular shape in cross section.
[0111] In a modified example of a catheter 10D (10)
shown in FIG. 4C, the suction passage 12 is formed in a
circular shape in cross section.
[0112] Furthermore, the lighting passage 13 and the
imaging pathway 14 are concentrically formed in a circu-
lar shape in cross section so as to surround the imaging
pathway 14.
[0113] Even in cases where the catheter 10B, 10C, or
10D having the above-described configuration is used,
the same effect as in the above-mentioned case is ob-
tained.
[0114] A cut-off portion 10c that exposes the lighting
passage 13 and the imaging pathway 14 to the outside
of the catheter 10 is formed at the other end side 10b of
the catheter 10 that is disposed inside the control unit 20
(refer to FIG. 6).
[0115] The light guide 61 that is disposed at the lighting
passage 13 and the imaging fiber 62 that is disposed at
the imaging pathway 14 are extracted from the inside of
the catheter 10 through the cut-off portion 10c, and are
optically connected to the imaging unit 30 that is con-
nected to the control unit 20.
[0116] The light guide 61 and the imaging fiber 62 are
bended and disposed in the control unit 20.
[0117] At this time, the catheter 10 is configured so that
an optical loss due to excessive bending of the light guide
61 and the imaging fiber 62 does not occur.
[0118] As shown in FIG. 6, the first space 22 that is
communicated with the suction passage 12 of the cath-
eter 10 is formed in the control unit 20.
[0119] Furthermore, a socket 24 that has a hollow
shape and is connected to a suction device (not shown
in the figure) via a tube 124 and an adjustment port 25
that is communicated with an outside space of the control
unit 20 are communicated with the first space 22.
[0120] As shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B, 5, and 6, a removable
portion 21 that is connectable to the imaging unit 30 is
formed at the other end 20b (the portion at which the
catheter 10 is not disposed) of the control unit 20.
[0121] A cross-sectional shape of the control unit 20
may be a circle or the shape other than a circle.
[0122] The cross-sectional configuration of the control
unit 20 is not particularly limited as long as the control
unit 20 is fitted to a user’s hand and an operation such
as rotation can be carried out without discomfort when a
user operates and holds the control unit 20 with their
hand.
[0123] The configuration may be, for example, an el-
lipse or a polygon such as a tetragon or a hexagon.
[0124] The rear end 10b of the catheter 10 is disposed
in the first space 22, and the suction passage 12 of the
catheter 10 is communicated with the first space 22.
[0125] A resin 26 is disposed between an inner wall of

the first space 22 and a side surface of the catheter 10.
[0126] By means of this structure, the first space 22 is
airtightly and adhesively attached to the side surface of
the catheter 10.
[0127] As described above, the socket 24 having a hol-
low shape and the adjustment port 25 are formed at the
first space 22.
[0128] The socket 24 is connected to a suction device
(not shown in the figure) via the tube 124.
[0129] The suction device generates a negative pres-
sure inside a suction passage of the extraneous materials
(the suction passage 12 of the catheter 10, the first space
22 and the socket 24 of the control unit 20), and carries
out suctioning and removing of the extraneous materials.
[0130] The suction device is not particularly limited, a
diaphragm type suction device may be adopted, and a
tube-pump type suction device may be adopted.
[0131] A pressure during suction is suitably deter-
mined depending on an individual patient or the symptom
thereof, for example, 5 Pa to 15 kPa.
[0132] As the adjustment port 25 is sealed by user’s
finger f in a state where the suction device is activated
(refer to FIG. 1), an internal pressure of the suction pas-
sage in addition to the first space 22 becomes a negative
pressure.
[0133] In this case, patient’s extraneous materials are
suctioned through at least one of the suctioning holes 11
and the opening of the distal end 10a of the catheter 10
which are disposed at the distal end side 10a of the cath-
eter 10.
[0134] The sucked extraneous materials are collected
by a foreign material gathering device provided at the
suction device through the suction passage 12, the first
space 22, the socket 24, and the tube 124.
[0135] At this time, a suction pressure can be adjusted
by adequately changing the degree of sealing of the ad-
justment port 25.
[0136] For this reason, suctioning and removing of the
extraneous materials can be carried out at an appropriate
suction pressure depending on the extraneous materials
to be suctioned.
[0137] Since the degrees of viscosity of extraneous
materials are different as needed depending on the kinds
thereof or patient’s conditions, an optimal suction pres-
sure varies.
[0138] Conventionally, since extraneous materials to
be suctioned cannot be visually checked, it is difficult to
perform the suctioning them while instantaneously
changing a suction pressure depending on each extra-
neous material.
[0139] According to the suction catheter 1A of the
present embodiment, since a step of suctioning and re-
moving the kinds of extraneous material to be suctioned
is carried out based on the video picture that is obtained
through the imaging fiber 62, a suction pressure is ade-
quately changed by simultaneously adjusting an opening
angle ofthe adjustment port 25 depending on the degree
of viscosity of an extraneous material, and suctioning of
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the extraneous materials is carried out.
[0140] As a result, suctioning and removing of the ex-
traneous materials having various viscosities can be ef-
fectively realized in a shorter amount of time than ever
before.
[0141] In the present embodiment, the control unit 20
is connected to the catheter 10 via a connector 27 that
is disposed at the end 20a of the control unit 20.
[0142] In this case, the connector 27 is fixed to the
catheter 10 using an adhesive. Similarly, the connector
27 is connected to the control unit 20 using an adhesive.
By means of this structure, force that is applied to the
catheter 10 during operation of removing extraneous ma-
terials is inhibited from being only applied to the resin 26
that adhesively attaches the catheter 10 to the first space
22.
[0143] As a result, an operation of removing extrane-
ous materials is reliably carried out without applying ex-
cessive force to the resin 26 that adhesively attaches the
catheter 10 to the first space 22, without failing airtight-
ness between the catheter 10 and the first space 22 dur-
ing an operation, and without deterioration in a suction
pressure.
[0144] Additionally, the suction catheter 1A is easily
manufactured by use of the connector 27.
[0145] A method of manufacturing the suction catheter
1A of the present embodiment will be described.
[0146] After the control unit 20 is manufactured by, for
example, extrusion molding, the light guide 61 and the
imaging fiber 62 which are extracted from the cut-off por-
tion 10c are disposed at a predetermined position in the
control unit 20.
[0147] Thereafter, the other end 10b of the catheter 10
is disposed in the first space 22, the resin 26 is applied
thereon and cured.
[0148] Subsequently, the catheter 10 can be fixed to
the control unit 20 by use of the connector 27.
[0149] Accordingly, even in the case of manufacturing
a suction catheter 1A using catheters 10 having diame-
ters different from each other, it is possible to manufac-
ture a suction catheter in accordance with the intended
use by only changing the diameter of the portion into
which the catheter 10 of the connector 27 is inserted.
[0150] A terminal connector 21 a of the light guide 61
and a terminal connector 21 b of the imaging fiber 62 are
formed at the removable portion 21.
[0151] The light guide 61 is joined to the terminal con-
nector 21a with an adhesive, and the fiber end face of
the light guide 61 is polished.
[0152] Similarly, the imaging fiber 62 is adhesively at-
tached to the terminal connector 21b, and the fiber end
face (the end face that is exposed at the external surface
of the control unit) of the imaging fiber 62 is polished.
[0153] Such light guide 61 and imaging fiber 62 are
optically connected to the imaging unit 30 through the
terminal connectors 21a and 21b.
[0154] Particularly, connection terminals 33a and 33b
which are connected to such terminal connectors 21a

and 21b, respectively, are formed at the removable por-
tion 21 of the imaging unit 30 and the control unit 20.
[0155] As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the imaging unit 30
that is used in the suction catheter 1A of the present
embodiment is substantially configured to include: a
housing 31; a display unit 32 that is disposed at one face
of the housing 31; and the lighting unit 40 and the imaging
module 50 which are disposed inside the housing 31.
[0156] FIG. 5 is a view showing a relevant part of the
lighting unit 40 and the imaging module 50 in the imaging
unit 30.
[0157] As shown in FIG. 6, the display unit 32 is located
on the opposite side of the surface on which a connector
24 of the control unit 20 or an adjustment hole 25 are
formed when the imaging unit 30 is connected to the con-
trol unit 20.
[0158] The display unit 32 is disposed at the housing
31 via a hinge, a ball joint, or the like, and the display unit
32 is variable with respect to the housing 31 as shown
in FIG. 6 (an angle α formed between the display unit 32
and the housing 31 varies in the range of 0 to 90 degrees).
[0159] As a result of adjusting the angle α, a screen
34 of the display unit 32 is inhibited from being hardly
viewed due to reflection of light or the like, suctioning and
removing of the extraneous materials can be carried out
in accordance with a video picture displayed on the dis-
play unit 32.
[0160] An anti-reflective film or the like may be provid-
ed at the screen 34 of the display unit 32.
[0161] As shown in FIG. 5, the lighting unit 40 is sub-
stantially configured to include a plurality of lenses 41
and a light source 42.
[0162] Light emitted from the light source 42 is collect-
ed in and incident to the light guide 61 through the lenses
41.
[0163] The number of the lenses 41, the configuration
thereof, or the material thereof is not particularly limited
as long as light emitted from the light source 42 can be
collected in the light guide 61.
[0164] The light source 42 is not particularly limited as
long as illuminating light can be realized to the extent that
an user can be in visual contact with extraneous materials
and patient’s tracheal mucosa and identify them when
an operation portion is illuminated; a high-luminance
white LED (Light Emitting Diode) having a high level of
visibility for the operation portion is preferable.
[0165] The imaging module 50 is substantially config-
ured by an optical system 51 including an imaging device
(imaging element) 51a such as a CCD camera and a
plurality of lenses 51b.
[0166] Additionally, the imaging module 50 is connect-
ed to a printed board 52, that performs control of the
imaging device 51a, with flexible flat cable (FFC) 54 in-
terposed therebetween.
[0167] An image that is transmitted through the imag-
ing fiber 62 is focused onto the imaging device 51a,
serves as an image signal, and is output from the imaging
device 51a.
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[0168] The image signal is transmitted to the printed
board 52 through the FFC 54 and finally displayed on the
display unit 32 as an image (video picture).
[0169] Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5, the imaging unit
30 that is provided with the imaging module 50 including
the imaging device 51a is detachably provided above the
control unit 20.
[0170] The above-described configuration of the suc-
tion catheter is completely different from a configuration
of a conventional suction catheter which has an imaging
sensor provided in a catheter main body and a circuit unit
provided in an imaging unit.
[0171] The imaging module 50 includes a pressing por-
tion that causes reaction force to occur in the removable
portion 21 and presses the removable portion 21 against
the control unit 20 (refer to FIGS. 7A to 7D).
[0172] Specifically, the imaging module 50 is pressed
downward (the control unit side 20) by an elastic member
(pressing portion) such as a spring, and the movement
thereof can be realized inside the housing 31.
[0173] Because of this, the imaging device 51a is con-
nected to the printed board 52 with the FFC 54 having a
high level of flexibility interposed therebetween.
[0174] In particular, pressing of the imaging module 50
against the control unit 20 means that force (reactive
force) acts with respect to the imaging module 50 as a
result of the restorative force generated by the elastic
member, and the imaging module 50 is pressed against
the removable portion 21 (connection terminal 33b).
[0175] Accordingly, when the imaging unit 30 is at-
tached to the control unit 20, the position of the imaging
module 50 is fixed so that a distance from the end face
of the imaging fiber 62 to the imaging module 50 is con-
stant.
[0176] As shown in FIG. 5, when the control unit 20 is
connected to the imaging unit 30, the terminal connectors
21a and 21b (the removable portion 21) of the light guide
61 and the imaging fiber 62 which are formed in the con-
trol unit 20 come into contact with the connection termi-
nals 33 (33a, 33b) of the imaging unit 30, respectively.
[0177] At this time, as shown in FIG. 5, the terminal
connector 21 b of the imaging fiber 62 upwardly pushes
the optical systems 51.
[0178] Since the printed board 52 is fixed to the imaging
unit 30, the FFC 54 is in a state of being bent.
[0179] Moreover, in FIG. 5, the imaging module 50 and
the FFC 54 which are indicated by a dotted line represent
a state before they moves to the upper part of the paper-
face.
[0180] In the present embodiment, the imaging unit 30
is designed so that light emitted from the light source 42
is collected in the light guide 61 and light transmitted
through the imaging fiber 62 is focused onto the imaging
device 51a when the terminal connectors 21a and 21b
of the control unit 20 come into contact with the connec-
tion terminals 33 (33a, 33b) of the imaging unit 30.
[0181] Particularly, as a result of causing the terminal
connector 21b to come into contact with the connection

terminal 33b and to press up the imaging module 50, the
imaging module 50 moves to the position at which light
transmitted through the imaging fiber 62 is incident to the
imaging module 50.
[0182] In this way, connection between the imaging
unit 30 and the control unit 20 is completed.
[0183] As a result, an operation of adjusting the light
focus is not necessary, and an operator can carry out
suctioning and removing of extraneous materials with ref-
erence to an image that is displayed on the display unit
32 without performing a complicated operation such as
focusing.
[0184] Next, a configuration of the pressing portion to
which the imaging module 50 is provided will be specif-
ically described with reference to FIG. 7A.
[0185] FIG. 7A is a view showing a pressing portion
constituting the suction catheter of the present embodi-
ment and is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing a main component of an imaging module.
[0186] A frame 80, a pressing portion 90, and the im-
aging module 50 are provided inside the imaging unit 30.
[0187] Protruding portions 96 that protrude toward the
inside of the frame 80 are provided at the frame 80.
[0188] The imaging module 50 configures a lens frame.
[0189] A plurality of lenses 51b arranged inside the
lens frame so as to form an optical system.
[0190] The imaging module 50 has a contacting face
55 and a projected portion 95.
[0191] In addition, the imaging device 51a is provided
on the opposite side of the contacting face 55.
[0192] The projected portion 95 faces the protruding
portions 96.
[0193] Moreover, FIG. 7A shows a state where the ter-
minal connector 21b is in contact with the contacting face
55 by the action of the force represented by reference
letter F; when the control unit 20 is connected to the im-
aging unit 30, the terminal connector 21b of the imaging
fiber 62 comes into contact with the contacting face 55.
[0194] The pressing portion 90 is an elastic member
constituted of, for example, a coil spring, a plate spring,
or the like, and is provided between the protruding portion
96 of the frame 80 and the projected portion 95 of the
imaging module 50.
[0195] The pressing portion 90 is extendable in the di-
rection represented by reference letter X.
[0196] In the imaging module 50 having the above-de-
scribed configuration, when the control unit 20 is con-
nected to the imaging unit 30, the force F is applied to
the imaging module 50, the terminal connector 21b of
the imaging fiber 62 comes into contact with the contact-
ing face 55, the pressing portion 90 is compressed, and
the imaging module 50 moves toward the right direction
in FIG. 7A.
[0197] For this reason, the position of the imaging mod-
ule 50 is fixed so that a distance from the end face of the
imaging fiber 62 (the terminal connector 21b) to the im-
aging device 51a ofthe imaging module 50 is constant.
[0198] That is, the force F and the reactive force acting
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on the pressing portion 90 (restorative force, force acting
in a direction in which the pressing portion 90 extends)
are balanced in a state where the pressing portion 90 is
compressed, the imaging module 50 and the terminal
connector 21b are static, and the distance between the
terminal connector 21b and the imaging device 51a is
maintained constant.
[0199] Because of this, it is possible to use the suction
catheter 1A (1) in a state where the control unit 20 is
connected to the imaging unit 30 without carrying out a
complicated focusing or the like.
[0200] Additionally, when the control unit 20 is re-
moved from the imaging unit 30, the imaging module 50
moves toward the left direction in FIG. 7A as a result of
the restorative force generated by the pressing portion
90, the terminal connector 21b is removed from the im-
aging module 50.

<Modified Example 1 of Pressing Portion>

[0201] FIG. 7B is a view showing a pressing portion
constituting the suction catheter of the present embodi-
ment and is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing a main component of an imaging module.
[0202] In FIG. 7B, identical symbols are used for the
elements which are identical to those of FIG. 7A, and the
explanations thereof are omitted or simplified here.
[0203] A frame 80, a pressing portion 91, and the im-
aging module 50 are provided inside the imaging unit 30.
[0204] A compressive face 96a is provided at the frame
80 and at the position close to the terminal connector 21b.
[0205] The projected portion 95 of the imaging module
50 faces the compressive face 96a.
[0206] Moreover, as similar to FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B shows
a state where the terminal connector 21b is in contact
with the contacting face 55 by the action of the force
represented by reference letter F.
[0207] The pressing portion 91 is provided between
the compressive face 96a of the frame 80 and the pro-
jected portion 95 of the imaging module 50.
[0208] In the imaging module 50 having the above-de-
scribed configuration, when the control unit 20 is con-
nected to the imaging unit 30, the force F is applied to
the imaging module 50, and the pressing portion 91 ex-
tends.
[0209] For this reason, the position of the imaging mod-
ule 50 is fixed so that a distance from the end face of the
imaging fiber 62 (the terminal connector 21b) to the im-
aging device 51a ofthe imaging module 50 is constant.
[0210] That is, the force F and the reactive force acting
on the pressing portion 91 (restorative force, force acting
in a direction in which the pressing portion 91 extends)
are balanced in a state where the pressing portion 91
expands, the imaging module 50 and the terminal con-
nector 21b are static, and the distance between the ter-
minal connector 21b and the imaging device 51a is main-
tained constant.
[0211] Consequently, the same effect as that in the

above-described case is obtained.

<Modified Example 2 of Pressing Portion>

[0212] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrates the structure in
which the imaging module 50 including the lens 51b and
the imaging device 51a moves by being pressed by the
terminal connector 21b; in contrast, FIG. 7C shows a
structure in which a lens system constituting the imaging
module 50 is a relay lens barrel.
[0213] In FIG. 7C, the imaging module 50 is pushed
by the terminal connector 21b, and a front lens system
barrel only moves.
[0214] FIG. 7C is a view showing a pressing portion
constituting the suction catheter of the present embodi-
ment and is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing a main component of an imaging module.
[0215] A frame 81, a pressing portion 92, and an im-
aging module 50a are provided inside the imaging unit 30.
[0216] A compressive face 97, a frame lens 51d, and
the imaging device 51a are provided at the frame 81.
[0217] In the configuration, an optical image obtained
from the imaging module 50a enters the imaging device
51a through the frame lens 51d.
[0218] The imaging module 50a constitutes a lens
frame.
[0219] The front lens system barrel including a relay
lens 51c is provided inside the lens frame.
[0220] The imaging module 50a includes the contact-
ing face 55 and the projected portion 95.
[0221] The projected portion 95 faces the compressive
face 97.
[0222] Moreover, FIG. 7C shows a state where the ter-
minal connector 21b is in contact with the contacting face
55 by the action of the force represented by reference
letter F; when the control unit 20 is connected to the im-
aging unit 30, the terminal connector 21 b of the imaging
fiber 62 comes into contact with the contacting face 55.
[0223] The pressing portion 92 is an elastic member
constituted of, for example, a coil spring, a plate spring,
or the like, and is provided between the compressive face
97 of the frame 81 and the projected portion 95 of the
imaging module 50a.
[0224] The pressing portion 92 is extendable in the di-
rection represented by reference letter X.
[0225] In the imaging module 50a having the above-
described configuration, when the control unit 20 is con-
nected to the imaging unit 30, the force F is applied to
the imaging module 50a, the terminal connector 21 b of
the imaging fiber 62 comes into contact with the contact-
ing face 55, the pressing portion 92 is compressed, and
the imaging module 50a moves toward the right direction
in FIG. 7C.
[0226] For this reason, the position of the imaging mod-
ule 50a is fixed so that a distance from the end face of
the imaging fiber 62 (the terminal connector 21b) to the
relay lens 51c (front lens system barrel) is constant.
[0227] That is, the force F and the reactive force acting
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on the pressing portion 92 (restorative force, force acting
in a direction in which the pressing portion 92 extends)
are balanced in a state where the pressing portion 92 is
compressed, the imaging module 50a and the terminal
connector 21b are static, and the distance between the
terminal connector 21 b and the relay lens 51c is main-
tained constant.
[0228] Because of this, it is possible to use the suction
catheter 1A (1) in a state where the control unit 20 is
connected to the imaging unit 30 without carrying out a
complicated focusing or the like.
[0229] Additionally, when the control unit 20 is re-
moved from the imaging unit 30, the imaging module 50a
moves toward the left direction in FIG. 7C as a result of
the restorative force generated by the pressing portion
92, the terminal connector 21b is removed from the im-
aging module 50a.

<Modified Example 3 of Pressing Portion>

[0230] FIG. 7D is a view showing a pressing portion
constituting the suction catheter of the present embodi-
ment and is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing a main component of an imaging module.
[0231] In FIG. 7D, identical symbols are used for the
elements which are identical to those of FIG. 7C, and the
explanations thereof are omitted or simplified here.
[0232] A frame 81, a pressing portion 93, and the im-
aging module 50a are provided inside the imaging unit 30.
[0233] A compressive face 96a is provided at the frame
81 and at the position close to the terminal connector 21b.
[0234] The projected portion 95 of the imaging module
50a faces the compressive face 96a.
[0235] Moreover, as similar to FIG. 7C, FIG. 7D shows
a state where the terminal connector 21b is in contact
with the contacting face 55 by the action of the force
represented by reference letter F.
[0236] The pressing portion 93 is provided between
the compressive face 96a of the frame 81 and the pro-
jected portion 95 of the imaging module 50a.
[0237] In the imaging module 50a having the above-
described configuration, when the control unit 20 is con-
nected to the imaging unit 30, the force F is applied to
the imaging module 50a, and the pressing portion 93
extends.
[0238] For this reason, the position of the imaging mod-
ule 50a is fixed so that a distance from the end face of
the imaging fiber 62 (the terminal connector 21b) to the
relay lens 51c (front lens system barrel) is constant.
[0239] That is, the force F and the reactive force acting
on the pressing portion 93 (restorative force, force acting
in a direction in which the pressing portion 93 extends)
are balanced in a state where the pressing portion 93
expands, the imaging module 50a and the terminal con-
nector 21b are static, and the distance between the ter-
minal connector 21 b and the relay lens 51c is maintained
constant.
[0240] Consequently, the same effect as that in the

above-described case is obtained.
[0241] According to the suction catheter 1A of the
present embodiment, suctioning and removing of the ex-
traneous materials are carried out while adjusting the
opening angle of the adjustment port 25 with their fore-
finger based on an image displayed on the screen 34 of
the display unit 32 of the imaging unit 30 that is disposed
at a user’s hand.
[0242] In the case where the image is arranged at the
position apart from a suction catheter, in order to operate
the suction catheter disposed at hand with reference to
the video picture, it is necessary to get used thereto.
[0243] As the screen 34 of the display unit 32 of the
imaging unit 30 is disposed at hand such as the present
embodiment, a further instinctive operation of operation
of the suction catheter 1A can be realized, and it is pos-
sible to efficiently perform suctioning and removing of the
extraneous materials.
[0244] In the present embodiment, the catheter 10 may
be bended toward the suctioning hole 11.
[0245] As the catheter 10 is bended, the opening of
the distal end 10a of the catheter 10 and the suctioning
holes 11 is easily come close to extraneous materials
that adheres to the inside of a patient’s trachea, and suc-
tioning of the extraneous materials becomes easy.
[0246] Moreover, a degree of hardness of the catheter
10 may vary in the longitudinal direction thereof.
[0247] Of the catheter 10 extending toward the outside
of the control unit 20, the portion that has a length cor-
responding to approximately 1/3 of the length from the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10 is softer than the re-
maining portion of the catheter 10 which has a length of
approximately 2/3 thereof.
[0248] Therefore, when an operation of rotating the
suction catheter 1 is carried out inside the patient’s tra-
chea, the portion 10d quickly moves in accordance with
the rotation operation, and the opening of the distal end
10a of the catheter 10 and the suctioning holes 11 is
made to move to a desired position.
[0249] Accordingly, operation of removing extraneous
materials can be effectively carried out, and operation
time can be reduced.
[0250] Specifically, it is preferable that the distal end
10a of the catheter 10 has flexibility.
[0251] Because of this, when the catheter 10 is insert-
ed into the trachea, the tracheal mucosa is less easily
damaged even where the distal end 10a comes into con-
tact with the tracheal mucosa.
[0252] A method of changing a degree of hardness of
the catheter 10 is not particularly limited as long as the
catheter 10 can be manufactured so as to have a desired
degree of hardness.
[0253] For example, a method of manufacturing the
catheter 10 to change a thickness thereof depending on
the position thereof, a method of manufacturing the cath-
eter to change a material therefor depending on the por-
tion thereof, or a method of coating the portion (location)
that has a length corresponding to approximately 1/3 of
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the length from the distal end 10a of the catheter 10 and
thereby making the portion harder than the other por-
tions, or the like is adopted.
[0254] At this time, a degree of hardness of the catheter
10 may be made hard in a stepwise manner or a linear
manner.
[0255] As mentioned above, according to the suction
catheter 1A of the present embodiment, insertion of the
catheter 10 can be carried out with reference to the video
picture obtained by the imaging fiber 62.
[0256] For this reason, since it is possible to simulta-
neously grasp the position of the distal end 10a of the
catheter 10, damage to patient’s tracheal mucosa or con-
traction thereof which is due to unnecessary and exces-
sive intrusion of the catheter 10 into patient’s trachea
does not occur.
[0257] In addition, since suctioning and removing of
the extraneous materials from patient’s trachea can be
carried out with reference to the image, removal of ex-
traneous materials can be carried out while visually
checking a state of suctioning of the extraneous materi-
als.
[0258] Thus, even in cases where degrees of viscosity
are different depending on extraneous materials, a suc-
tion pressure can be suitably changed depending on a
target extraneous material by adjusting an opening angle
of the adjustment port 25 provided at the control unit 20,
and removal of extraneous materials can be efficiently
carried out.
[0259] Accordingly, time required for treatment can be
shortened and the patient’s burden is thereby reduced.
[0260] Furthermore, since the imaging module 50 is
pressed toward the direction of the connection of the con-
trol unit 20 thereto in the imaging unit 30, the imaging
module 50 moves to the position at which light transmitted
through the imaging fiber 62 is incident to the imaging
module 50 when being connected to the control unit 20.
[0261] Consequently, the user can connect the control
unit 20 to the imaging unit 30 in a simple and suitable
state without carrying out a complicated focusing or the
like.
[0262] In particular, since the imaging unit 30 is dis-
posed at the control unit 20 in the present embodiment,
the user can instinctively operate the suction catheter 1A
with reference to the image at their hand.

<Second Embodiment>

[0263] FIG. 8 is a view schematically showing a suction
catheter 1B (1) related to the second embodiment of the
invention.
[0264] The suction catheter 1B of the present embod-
iment is different from the suction catheter 1A of the first
embodiment in that a part of the control unit 20 and a
part of the imaging unit 30 are disposed so as to overlap
each other.
[0265] In the suction catheter 1 of the second embod-
iment of the invention, a user holds the control unit 20

near the first space 22 with their hand.
[0266] In the suction catheter 1A of the above-men-
tioned first embodiment, the lighting unit 40 and the im-
aging module 50 which are weighty are located above a
user’s hand.
[0267] On the other hand, parts of the lighting unit 40
and the imaging module 50 overlap a part of the first
space 22 in the present embodiment.
[0268] Furthermore, the control unit 20 is connected
to the imaging unit 30 so that the removable portion be-
tween the control unit 20 and the imaging unit 30 is lo-
cated between the end 20a of the control unit and the
adjustment port 25 or the socket 24.
[0269] As a result of adopting this configuration, when
a user grasps the suction catheter 1B, the lighting unit
40 or the imaging module 50 which is weighty is disposed
near a user’s hand.
[0270] Because of this, a balance is stable when the
suction catheter 1B is held, and handleability and oper-
ability are improved.
[0271] Moreover, since a load to be applied to a user’s
hand in a working state decreases, lessening of fatigue
is realized.
[0272] As a result, suctioning and removing of the ex-
traneous materials can be effectively carried out in a short
amount time.
[0273] In addition, in the above-mentioned first and
second embodiments, the configuration is illustrated in
which the lighting unit 40 provided with the light source
42 serving as a white LED is provided in the imaging unit
30, but the invention is not limited to this configuration.
[0274] The light source 42 may be provided at the po-
sition close to the operation portion of the catheter 10.
[0275] In this case, an LED is used as the light source
42, an electric supply line that supplies electric power to
the LED is disposed inside the catheter 10 along the lon-
gitudinal direction thereof.
[0276] Furthermore, an object lens may be provided
at the LED.

<Third Embodiment>

[0277] In the above-mentioned first and second em-
bodiments, the suction catheter using an imaging fiber
is described.
[0278] The invention is not limited to a suction catheter
using an imaging fiber.
[0279] In the third embodiment of the invention, a suc-
tion catheter using an imaging sensor instead of an im-
aging fiber, which converts an image obtained at an op-
eration portion into an electrical signal, will be described.
[0280] Particularly, in the third embodiment, identical
symbols are used for the elements which are identical to
those of the above-mentioned first and second embodi-
ments, and the explanations thereof are omitted or sim-
plified here.
[0281] FIG. 9A is a view schematically showing the dis-
tal end 10a of the catheter 10E (10) of the present em-
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bodiment.
[0282] As shown in FIG. 9A, the suction passage 12
serving as a removal pathway of an extraneous material
that is suctioned through a patient’s trachea in the longi-
tudinal direction thereof, two lighting passages 13 in
which a light guide 161A illuminating the distal end 10a
(operation portion) of the catheter 10E (10) or a LED 161B
(Light Emitting Diode) is provided, and an imaging path-
way 14 in which a CMOS imaging sensor 162 (Comple-
mentary Metal-Oxide Semiconductor) that carries out im-
age-capturing at the distal end 10a of the catheter 10
(carrying out image-capturing of an operation portion) is
provided are separately provided in the catheter 10E.
[0283] Here, in the case of using the LED 161B, an
electric supply line that supplies electric power to the LED
161B is disposed inside the catheter 10E (10) along the
longitudinal direction thereof.
[0284] Here, the CMOS imaging sensor 162 corre-
sponds to the imaging sensor of the invention.
[0285] The CMOS imaging sensor 162 is provided at
the position close to the operation portion of the catheter
10E (catheter main body), and a video picture that is ob-
tained at an operation portion is converted into electrical
signals.
[0286] Furthermore, an object lens 153 is provided at
the CMOS imaging sensor 162.
[0287] Similarly, an object lens is provided on the light
guide 161 A or the LED 161B.
[0288] Particularly, the light guide 161A corresponds
to the light guide 61 that is described in the above-men-
tioned first and second embodiments.
[0289] Moreover, a sensor wiring 163 is arranged in-
side the catheter 10E (10) in the longitudinal direction
thereof.
[0290] The sensor wiring 163 is connected to the
CMOS imaging sensor 162 and transmits an electrical
signal output from the CMOS imaging sensor 162 to an
imaging unit 130 (described hereinbelow).
[0291] In other cases, a CCD camera (Charge Coupled
Device) may be used instead of the CMOS imaging sen-
sor 162.
[0292] FIG. 9B is a view schematically showing the dis-
tal end 10a of the catheter 10F (10) ofthe present em-
bodiment and illustrating a modified example 1 of the
catheter.
[0293] In the modified example 1 of the catheter, the
light guide 161A is provided at each of two lighting pas-
sages 13.
[0294] The CMOS imaging sensor 162, the object lens
153, and the sensor wiring 163, which are describe
above, are provided in the imaging pathway 14.
[0295] FIG. 9C is a view schematically showing the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10G (10) ofthe present
embodiment and illustrating a modified example 2 of the
catheter.
[0296] In the modified example 2 of the catheter, one
lighting passage 13 is provided and the lighting passage
13 is arranged parallel to the imaging pathway 14.

[0297] The CMOS imaging sensor 162, the object lens
153, and the sensor wiring 163, which are described
above, are provided in the imaging pathway 14.
[0298] The LED 161B and an object lens that is pro-
vided at the LED 161B are arranged in the lighting pas-
sage 13.
[0299] In FIGS. 9A to 9C shown in above, the CMOS
imaging sensor 162 is used as an imaging sensor, the
invention is not limited to this configuration, a CIS device
(Contact Image Sensor) serving as one of imaging de-
vices may be used instead of the CMOS imaging sensor
162.
[0300] Next, a structure in which the sensor wiring 163
is connected to the imaging unit 130 with an electric con-
nector interposed therebetween and a structure of the
imaging unit 130 will be described with reference to FIGS.
10A to 12B.
[0301] FIG. 10A is a top view showing a control unit
that constituting the suction catheter and is a view illus-
trating an electric connector.
[0302] As shown in FIG. 10A, a removable portion 121
is provided at the other end 20b of the control unit 20.
[0303] A terminal connector 121a that is to be connect-
ed to the light guide 161A or the LED 161B and an electric
connector 121b that is to be connected to the CMOS
imaging sensor 162 are provided at the removable por-
tion 121.
[0304] When the control unit 20 is connected to the
imaging unit 130, the electric connector 121b is electri-
cally connected to the imaging unit 130.
[0305] In other cases, an electric connector 122 shown
in FIG. 10B may be adopted as a modified example of
the removable portion 121.
[0306] A signal line that is to be connected to a CIS
device and an electric power line (electric supply line)
that supplies electric power to the LED are provided at
the electric connector 122.
[0307] FIG. 11A is a front view showing the imaging
unit 130 of the third embodiment of the invention.
[0308] The imaging unit 130 is constituted of the hous-
ing 31, the display unit 32, the screen 34, and a connec-
tion terminal 133.
[0309] The display unit 32 displays the video picture in
accordance with the electrical signal processed by an
interface board 131 that is described below.
[0310] FIG. 11B is a bottom view showing the imaging
unit 130.
[0311] As shown in FIG. 11B, the connection terminal
133 is provided with: connection terminal 133b that is to
be connected to the electric connector 121b; and a con-
nection terminal 133a that is to be connected to the ter-
minal connector 121a.
[0312] For this reason, when the control unit 20 is con-
nected to the imaging unit 130, the CMOS imaging sensor
162 is electrically connected to the imaging unit
130through the connection terminal 133b.
[0313] In addition, in the structure in which the LED
161 B is used, the LED 161B is electrically connected to
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the imaging unit 130 through the connection terminal
133a.
[0314] Moreover, in the structure in which the light
guide 161A is used, an optical system that is provided
inside the imaging unit 130 is optically connected to the
light guide 161 A through the connection terminal 133a.
[0315] FIG. 12A is a schematic diagram showing the
imaging unit 130 of the third embodiment of the invention.
[0316] The imaging unit 130 includes: the interface
board 131 (signal processing circuit) that processes an
electrical signal obtained through the sensor wiring 163;
and the lighting unit 40 which is explained in FIG. 5.
[0317] The interface board 131 converts, into a video
signal, the electrical signal that is output from the CMOS
imaging sensor 162, passes through the sensor wiring
163, the electric connector 121b, and the connection ter-
minal 133b, and reaches the interface board 131.
[0318] Additionally, various wirings such as a GND wir-
ing 154, a voltage cable 155, a video signal wiring 156
(image output signal wiring) are electrically connected to
the interface board 131.
[0319] FIG. 12B is a circuit block diagram illustrating
the imaging unit 130 of the third embodiment of the in-
vention.
[0320] A power supply 132 such as a battery is con-
nected to the imaging unit 130.
[0321] The power supply 132 supplies electric power
to the interface board 131 through the voltage cable 155.
[0322] The video signal wiring 156 that is connected
to the interface board 131 is connected to a terminal that
is provided at the outside of the imaging unit 130, and a
video signal can be output to external monitor through
the terminal.
[0323] In the aforementioned third embodiment, the
CMOS imaging sensor 162 obtains an image of the op-
eration portion, and the resultant image is converted into
an electrical signal.
[0324] The electrical signal is input to the imaging unit
130 through the sensor wiring 163 and the connection
terminal 133.
[0325] The electrical signal that is input to the imaging
unit 130 is processed in the interface board 131 and
thereby converted into a video signal, and the video pic-
ture is displayed on the display unit 32.
[0326] Consequently, it is not necessary to carry out
the focusing of the optical system of the imaging unit for
each replacement of the imaging unit.
[0327] As a result, an operator can carry out suctioning
and removing of extraneous materials with reference to
an image that is displayed on the display unit without
performing a complicated operation such as focusing.

<Fourth Embodiment>

[0328] Subsequently, the fourth embodiment of the in-
vention will be described.
[0329] In the present embodiment, a CIS device (im-
aging sensor) is used instead of the CMOS imaging sen-

sor 162.
[0330] Particularly, in the fourth embodiment, identical
symbols are used for the elements which are identical to
those of the above-mentioned first, second, and third em-
bodiments, and the explanations thereof are omitted or
simplified here.
[0331] FIG. 13A is a view schematically showing the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10H (10) ofthe present em-
bodiment.
[0332] In a modified example of a catheter 10H (10)
shown in FIG. 13A, the suction passage 12, the lighting
passage 13, and the imaging pathway 14 are formed in
a circular shape in cross section.
[0333] The light guide 161 A or the LED 161B which
illuminates the distal end 10a (operation portion) of the
catheter 10H (10) is provided at two lighting passages 13.
[0334] A CIS device 262 is provided at the imaging
pathway 14.
[0335] An object lens 253 is provided at the CIS device
262.
[0336] Additionally, a sensor wiring 263 is provided in-
side the imaging pathway 14 in the direction in which the
catheter extends.
[0337] The sensor wiring 263 is connected to the CIS
device 262 and transmits a signal that is output from the
CIS device 262 to an imaging unit.
[0338] FIG. 13B is a view schematically showing the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10I (10) of the present em-
bodiment and illustrating a modified example 1 of the
catheter.
[0339] In the modified example 1 of the catheter, one
lighting passage 13 is provided, and the lighting passage
13 is arranged parallel to the imaging pathway 14.
[0340] In the imaging pathway 14, the CIS device 262,
the object lens 253, and the sensor wiring 263 which are
described above are provided.
[0341] The LED 161B and an object lens that is pro-
vided at the LED 161B are arranged in the lighting pas-
sage 13.
[0342] FIG. 13C is a view schematically showing the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10J (10) of the present
embodiment and illustrating a modified example 2 of the
catheter.
[0343] In the modified example 2 of the catheter, the
lighting passage 13 and the imaging pathway 14 are co-
axially arranged.
[0344] In the imaging pathway 14, the CIS device 262,
the object lens 253, and the sensor wiring 263 which are
described above are provided.
[0345] The light guide 161A and an object lens that is
provided at the object lens 153 are arranged in the lighting
passage 13.
[0346] FIG. 13D is a view schematically showing the
distal end 10a of the catheter 10I (10) ofthe present em-
bodiment and illustrating a modified example 3 of the
catheter.
[0347] In the modified example 3 of the catheter, two
lighting passages 13 are provided, and the two lighting
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passages 13 is arranged parallel to the imaging pathway
14.
[0348] In the imaging pathway 14, the CIS device 262,
the object lens 253, and the sensor wiring 263 which are
described above are provided.
[0349] The LED 161B and an object lens that is pro-
vided at the LED 161B are arranged in each of the two
lighting passages 13.
[0350] In the above-mentioned fourth embodiment, the
same effect as that in the third embodiment is obtained.

<Fifth Embodiment>

[0351] FIGS. 14A and 14B are views schematically
showing a suction catheter 1C (1) related to the fifth em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0352] In the suction catheter 1A of the first embodi-
ment and the suction catheter 1B of the second embod-
iment, the socket 24 and the tube 124 are provided above
the adjustment port 25; but, in the suction catheter 1C
related to the fifth embodiment, a socket 24A and a tube
224 are provided below the adjustment port 25.
[0353] Furthermore, FIG. 14A shows a constitution in
which the control unit 20 is connected to the imaging unit
30, and FIG. 14B shows a constitution in which the im-
aging unit 30 is removed from the control unit 20.
[0354] As shown in FIG. 14B, in the case where the
imaging unit 30 is removed from the control unit 20, since
the terminal connectors 21a and 21b are not connected
to the imaging unit 30, the removable portion 21 is ex-
posed.
[0355] In the case a user uses the suction catheter 1C,
the control unit 20 is covered with a user’s hand and
user’s finger is located at the adjustment port 25.
[0356] In a state where the suction device is activated,
the adjustment port 25 is operated by the user.
[0357] The method of using such suction catheter 1C
is the same as that of the aforementioned embodiments.
[0358] Accordingly, a distance between the adjust-
ment port 25 and the socket 24A is determined based on
a width of a user’s clenched hand.
[0359] Specifically, in a state where the user holds the
control unit 20 so as to be able to press the adjustment
port 25, the socket 24A is located below user’s little finger.
[0360] Therefore, a distance between the adjustment
port 25 and the socket 24A is suitably determined based
on widths of a user’s fingers (forefinger, middle finger,
annular finger, and little finger).
[0361] In the suction catheter 1C of the above-de-
scribed fifth embodiment, different from the suction cath-
eter 1A of the first embodiment and the suction catheter
1B of the second embodiment, the socket 24A and the
tube 224 are provided at a user’s hand holding the control
unit 20.
[0362] As a result, during use of the suction catheter
1C, the tube 224 does not hinder the operation thereof.
[0363] In the suction catheter 1C of the fifth embodi-
ment of the invention, a user holds the control unit 20

near the first space 22 with their hand.
[0364] In the suction catheter 1A of the above-men-
tioned first embodiment, the lighting unit 40 and the im-
aging module 50 which are weighty are located above a
user’s hand.
[0365] On the other hand, parts of the lighting unit 40
and the imaging module 50 overlap a part of the first
space 22 in the present embodiment.
[0366] Furthermore, the control unit 20 is connected
to the imaging unit 30 so that the removable portion be-
tween the control unit 20 and the imaging unit 30 is lo-
cated between the end 20a of the control unit and the
adjustment port 25 or the socket 24A.
[0367] As a result of adopting this configuration, when
a user grasps the suction catheter 1C, the lighting unit
40 or the imaging module 50 which is weighty is disposed
near a user’s hand.
[0368] Consequently, similar to the aforementioned
second embodiment, a balance is stable when the suc-
tion catheter 1C is held, and handleability and operability
are improved.
[0369] Moreover, since a load to be applied to a user’s
hand in a working state decreases, lessening of fatigue
is realized.
[0370] As a result, suctioning and removing of the ex-
traneous materials can be effectively carried out in a short
amount time.
[0371] While preferred embodiments of the invention
have been described and illustrated above, these are
exemplary of the invention and are not to be considered
as limiting.
[0372] Additions, omissions, substitutions of configu-
rations, and other modifications can be made without de-
parting from the scope of the present invention.
[0373] The invention is not to be considered as being
limited by the foregoing description, and is only limited
by the scope of the appended claims.

Industrial Applicability

[0374] According to the suction catheter of the present
embodiment, extraneous materials such as secretion ac-
cumulated in patient’s trachea can be easily and effec-
tively removed based on the image that is displayed on
the imaging unit without depending on the degree of vis-
cosity thereof.

Claims

1. A suction catheter comprising:

a catheter main body that includes a suction pas-
sage along a longitudinal direction thereof;
a control unit that is attached to an end portion
of the catheter main body which is opposite to
an operation portion; and
an imaging unit that is attachable to and detach-
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able from the control unit.

2. The suction catheter according to claim 1, further
comprising:

an imaging fiber that is arranged inside the cath-
eter main body in a longitudinal direction thereof,
passes through the control unit, has an end face
that is exposed to an outer surface of the control
unit, and propagates an image that is obtained
at the operation portion, wherein
the imaging unit comprises an imaging module
that includes an optical system and an imaging
device which image-capture the image transmit-
ted to the end face of the imaging fiber, and
when the imaging unit is attached to the control
unit, a position of the imaging module is fixed so
that a distance from the end face of the imaging
fiber to the imaging module is constant.

3. The suction catheter according to claim 1, further
comprising:

an imaging sensor that is provided at a position
of the catheter main body close to the operation
portion, and converts an image that is obtained
at the operation portion into an electrical signal;
and
a sensor wiring that is arranged inside the cath-
eter main body in a longitudinal direction thereof,
connected to the imaging sensor, and transmits
the electrical signal to the imaging unit, wherein
the imaging unit comprises a signal processing
circuit processes the electrical signal that is ob-
tained through the sensor wiring.

4. The suction catheter according to claim 2 or claim
3, further comprising:

a light guide that is arranged inside the catheter
main body in a longitudinal direction thereof, and
propagates illuminating light that illuminates the
operation portion.

5. The suction catheter according to claim 4, further
comprising:

a lighting unit that is provided at the control unit
and allows illuminating light to be incident to the
light guide.

6. The suction catheter according to claim 2 or claim
3, further comprising:

a light source that is provided at a position of the
catheter main body close to the operation por-
tion; and
an electric supply line that is arranged inside the

catheter main body in a longitudinal direction
thereof and supplies electric power to the light
source.

7. The suction catheter according to claim 2, wherein
the imaging unit that comprises the imaging module
is attachable to and detachable from an upper por-
tion of the control unit.

8. The suction catheter according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a display unit that is provided at the imaging unit
and displays the image captured by the imaging
unit.

9. The suction catheter according to claim 2, wherein
the imaging unit comprises a removable portion that
is attachable to and detachable from the control unit,
and
the imaging module comprises a pressing portion
that allows the removable portion to press against
the control unit by generating reactive force in the
removable portion.

10. The suction catheter according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a lighting passage that is provided at the cath-
eter main body and in which the light guide is
arranged so as to extend along a longitudinal
direction of the catheter main body; and
an imaging pathway that is provided at the cath-
eter main body and in which the imaging fiber is
arranged so as to extend along a longitudinal
direction of the catheter main body.

11. The suction catheter according to claim 2, wherein
a position of the imaging module is fixed so that a
distance from the end face of the imaging fiber to the
imaging device is constant.

12. The suction catheter according to claim 2, wherein
the imaging module comprises a relay lens, and
a position of the imaging module is fixed so that a
distance from the end face of the imaging fiber to the
relay lens is constant.

13. The suction catheter according to claim 3, further
comprising:

a display unit that is provided at the imaging unit
and displays an image corresponding to the
electrical signal processed by the signal
processing circuit.
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