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Description

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority based on U.S.
Provisional Application No. 61/043,921 filed April 10,
2008.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPON-
SORED RESEARCH

[0002] Not Applicable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0003] The invention relates to devices, systems and
methods for dispensing, distributing or delivering a sub-
stance. More particularly, the invention relates to a device
and method for dispensing a liquid (e.g., a cleaner, dis-
infectant, deodorizer, etc.). More particularly, the inven-
tion relates to dispensing a liquid in an enclosed area or
defined perimeter, including in situations in which a hu-
man operator is present or not, and/or is not required or
desired. In one embodiment, the invention is especially
well suited for automatically cleaning shower/bathing en-
closures of the type typically found in homes.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0004] The walls/doors of shower enclosures can be-
come mildewed, coated with soap build up, hard water
and/or mineral deposits, or become otherwise soiled,
during typical use. Removing these deposits and stains
has in the past required one to scrub the walls and doors
by hand, particularly if significant amounts of time have
passed between cleanings.
[0005] To assist in this task, cleaning chemicals have
been sprayed, squirted, or otherwise applied on the sur-
faces to be cleaned. The walls are then scrubbed with a
cloth, brush, or scrubbing pad, and then rinsed with water.
[0006] More recently some of these cleaners have
been designed so that the amount of scrubbing can be
reduced or even eliminated without compromising clean-
ing, particularly where the cleaners are sprayed on a daily
basis. These cleaners are designed so as not to them-
selves leave spots or other visible stains, even if not
rinsed off for hours or days after application.
[0007] "No scrub" cleaners are preferably applied after
the shower has been used. This is accomplished by a
consumer keeping a pump spray bottle of the cleanser
in or near the shower enclosure, remembering to do the
spraying (which may be problematic if the consumer has
just woken up), and being willing (or able) to spend the
time necessary to spray the enclosure.
[0008] An alternative no scrub approach is to provide
an automated sprayer device for a shower. For example,

U.S. Patent Nos. 6,820,821, 7,021,494, 7,308,990,
7,337,989, and WO 2004/094067 disclose automated
cleansing sprayers that use an internal pump to spray
cleaning fluid from a reservoir out from a rotating nozzle
against enclosure walls. One presses an activation but-
ton, leaves the shower, and lets the device run through
a spraying cycle. There is no need for scrubbing the en-
closure walls, or rinsing off the cleaning liquid.
[0009] Notwithstanding this variety of automated
sprayer devices, a need still exists for alternative auto-
mated sprayer devices that can be used to spray the
walls of an enclosure with a liquid.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The present invention meets the foregoing
need for an automated sprayer device.
[0011] According to the invention, there is provided an
automated sprayer for spraying an enclosure with a liq-
uid. The sprayer includes a bottle suitable for containing
the liquid, a housing, a pump located in the housing
wherein the pump is in fluid communication with the bot-
tle, a rotatable dome-shaped spray head extending axi-
ally above an opening in an upper surface of the housing,
a spray nozzle positioned such that an outlet of the spray
nozzle is positioned within an opening of the rotatable
spray head wherein the spray nozzle is in fluid commu-
nication with an outlet of the pump, a motor located in
the housing, an energy source located in the housing
wherein the energy source is in electrical communication
with the motor, and a gear box assembly located in the
housing. A first gear of the gear box assembly is operably
coupled to a shaft of the motor, a second gear of the gear
box assembly is operably coupled to the rotatable spray
head, and a third gear of the gear box assembly is oper-
ably coupled to the pump. The gear box assembly trans-
fers rotational motion of the shaft to drive the pump and
to cause rotation of the rotatable spray head such that
the liquid is sprayed radially away from and around the
housing.
[0012] In one version of the automated sprayer, the
gear box assembly is enclosed in a case, the spray nozzle
includes a tubular fluid inlet in fluid communication with
the outlet of the pump, and the tubular fluid inlet extends
through an aperture in the case. The tubular fluid inlet
can be mounted in a central opening of the second gear
of the gear box assembly. The automated sprayer can
include a hook for mounting the sprayer in the enclosure,
and the gear box assembly can be located above the
motor and the pump when the sprayer is mounted in the
enclosure. The housing and the rotatable spray head can
also be located above the bottle when the sprayer is
mounted in the enclosure.
[0013] The advantages of the present invention will be-
come apparent from the following description. In that de-
scription reference will be made to the accompanying
drawings which form a part thereof, and in which there
is shown by way of illustration example embodiments of
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the invention. The example embodiments do not limit the
full scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Figure 1 is a perspective view of an automated
sprayer in accordance with the invention suspended from
a shower spout.
[0015] Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of the
automated sprayer of Figure 1.
[0016] Figure 3 is a partial exploded perspective view
of the sprayer head and upper housing of the automated
sprayer of Figure 1.
[0017] Figure 4 is a partial perspective view of the
sprayer head and upper housing of the automated
sprayer of Figure 1.
[0018] Figure 5 is a partial perspective view of the
sprayer head (with the upper housing removed) of the
automated sprayer of Figure 1.
[0019] Figure 6 is a perspective view of the motor,
pump, and gear box assembly (with the upper gear case
section removed) of the automated sprayer of Figure 1.
[0020] Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along
line 7-7 of Figure 6.
[0021] Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along
line 8-8 of Figure 6.
[0022] Figure 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along
line 9-9 of Figure 6.
[0023] Figure 10 is a front perspective view of another
embodiment of an automated sprayer in accordance with
the invention.
[0024] Figure 11 is a rear perspective view of the au-
tomated sprayer of Figure 10.
[0025] Figure 12 is a cross-sectional view of an air vent
valve suitable for use with an automated sprayer in ac-
cordance with the invention.
[0026] Like reference numerals will be used to refer to
like parts from Figure to Figure in the following detailed
description.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0027] Looking at Figures 1-9 and 12, there is shown
an example embodiment of an automated sprayer 10 ac-
cording to the invention. The sprayer 10 includes a hook
12 for suspending the sprayer 10 from a shower spout
14 as shown in Figure 1. The sprayer 10 is especially
well suited for automatically spraying the walls of a show-
er/bathing enclosure with a liquid suitable for cleaning
and/or freshening and/or disinfecting the walls without
the need for rinsing the walls.
[0028] Referring to Figure 2, the sprayer 10 includes
a bottle 16 having a hollow neck 17 with external threads
18. The bottle 16 is suitable for containing a liquid for
cleaning and/or freshening and/or disinfecting a hard sur-
face such as a wall of a shower/bathing enclosure. Ex-
ample liquid formulations for use on a wall of a shower
enclosure can be found in U.S. Patent Nos. 6,471,974

and 6,162,371. The bottle 16 may be supplied with a
closure (not shown) that is screwed onto the neck 17.
The closure keeps the liquid contained in the bottle 16
before the bottle 16 is installed in the sprayer 10. The
bottle 16 is typically formed from a suitable polymeric
material such as polyethylene, polypropylene, or poly-
ethylene terephthalate. The threads may be either the
so-called "conventional" threads or the so-called "bayo-
net"-type threads.
[0029] Looking at Figures 1 and 2, the sprayer 10 in-
cludes a housing 20 having a lower housing section 22
with a circular bottom wall 23 and an outer wall 24 that
extends upward from the bottom wall 23. The lower hous-
ing section 22 includes upwardly extending hollow bat-
tery compartments 25a, 25b for containing batteries as
an energy source for the sprayer 10. Any number of bat-
teries of any type may be employed. A removable cover
26 provides access to the battery compartments 25a,
25b so that a user can replace discharged batteries. The
cover 26 can be secured to the bottom wall 23 of the
lower housing section 22 by a suitable fastener such as
a screw, and O-rings 27a, 27b provide a watertight seal
between the cover 26 and the bottom wall 23 of the lower
housing section 22. The lower housing section 22 can
be formed from a polymeric material such as polyethyl-
ene or polypropylene.
[0030] The sprayer 10 also includes a bottle coupler
30 having an outer wall 31, and a top wall 32, and an
open end 33 opposite the top wall 32. The outer wall 31
and the top wall 32 define a generally cylindrical interior
space in the bottle coupler 30. The bottle coupler 30 in-
cludes a first tubular conduit 35 and a second tubular
conduit 36. The first tubular conduit 35 defines a liquid
passageway in fluid communication with the interior
space in the bottle coupler 30. The second conduit 36
defines an air vent passageway in fluid communication
with the interior space in the bottle coupler 30. The bottle
coupler 30 is mounted in a hole in the bottom wall 23 of
the lower housing section 22. The inner surface of the
outer wall 31 of the bottle coupler 30 includes threads
that are dimensioned to matingly engage the external
threads 18 on the neck 17 of the bottle 16 when the neck
17 of the bottle 16 is screwed into the interior space in
the bottle coupler 30. Optionally, the bottle coupler 30
mates with a dip tube that is provided in the bottle 16.
[0031] Referring now to Figures 1, 2 and 12, the
sprayer 10 also includes a check valve 40 that provides
for venting of the bottle 16 from the atmosphere. Air re-
places the volume of liquid drawn into the pump of the
sprayer, and prevents the bottle 16 from collapsing. The
check valve 40 includes a valve housing 41 having an
outer wall 42 that defines an interior space 43 of the check
valve 40. A first conduit 44 provides an air flow path into
the interior space 43. The check valve 40 has an open
end 45, and has a second conduit 46 with a generally
funnel shaped end that is press fit into the open end 45.
An annular valve seat 47 is provided on the funnel shaped
end of the second conduit 46. The check valve 40 in-
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cludes a flexible annular valve seal 48 that seats against
the annular valve seat 47 when the check valve 40 is in
the normally closed position shown in Figure 12. The
check valve 40 includes a helical compression spring 49
that biases an umbrella shaped valve element 50 against
the valve seal 48 to keep the valve seal 48 in the normally
closed position. In an example form of the check valve
40, the valve seal 48 can be formed from an elastomeric
material, the spring can be formed from carbon or stain-
less steel, and the remaining components of the check
valve 40 can be formed from a polymeric material such
as polyethylene or polypropylene.
[0032] The first conduit 44 of the check valve 40 can
be press fit into the second conduit 36 of the bottle coupler
30 such that the first conduit 44 is placed in fluid com-
munication with the interior space in the bottle coupler
30 and the bottle 16 which is mounted to the bottle coupler
30. Negative pressure can build in the bottle 16 when
liquid is withdrawn from the bottle 16. The negative pres-
sure overcomes the biasing force of the spring 49 and/or
the sealing force of the annular valve seal 48 against the
annular valve seat 47 such that atmospheric air flows
between the annular valve seal 48 and the annular valve
seat 47, into the interior space 43 of the check valve 40,
through the first conduit 44, into the interior space in the
bottle coupler 30 and into the bottle 16 to provide venting.
Alternatively, any other type of check valve suitable for
aspiration of air into the bottle 16 may be used.
[0033] Looking at Figures 1 and 2, the housing 20 of
the sprayer 10 also includes a generally circular middle
housing section 56 which can be formed from a polymeric
material such as polyethylene or polypropylene. The mid-
dle housing section 56 has a mounting bracket 57 for
engaging a lower end of the hook 12 (see Figure 4). An
actuator button 59 is assembled in a wall 60 of the middle
housing section 56. The middle housing section 56 can
be assembled to the lower housing section 22 by a press
fit in which a lower rim 61 of the middle housing section
56 engages the lower housing section 22 in an interfer-
ence fit. An O-ring 65 provides a water tight seal between
the middle housing section 56 and the lower housing sec-
tion 22. Control circuitry 63 is arranged in the middle
housing section 56. The functioning of a control circuit of
the control circuitry 63 will be described below.
[0034] Referring now to Figures 2, 8 and 9, the sprayer
10 also includes a pump 70. While the illustrated pump
70 is a piston pump, other types of pump such as dia-
phragm pump, a peristaltic pump, or a gear pump can
be used in the sprayer 10. The pump 70 includes a pump
housing 71 having an inlet conduit 72, an open end 74,
and an outlet conduit 75. A one way check valve is pro-
vided upstream of the inlet conduit 72. The one way check
valve prevents liquid from flowing away from the inlet
conduit 72 such that the pump remains primed and liquid
does not flow back into the bottle 16. Hollow tubing 53
places the first tubular conduit 35 of the bottle coupler 30
and the inlet conduit 72 of the pump 70 in fluid commu-
nication. A pump cylinder 77 is located in the pump hous-

ing 71 as shown in Figures 8 and 9. A piston 79 recipro-
cates in the pump cylinder 77, and a piston seal 80 as-
sures a sealing fit against the inner surface of the pump
cylinder 77 during operation of the pump 70. A cover 81
closes off the open end 74 of the pump 70 with an O-ring
82 providing a fluid tight seal. The pump 70 includes a
pump drive shaft 85 having an eccentric 86 with a down-
wardly extending pin 87. The pump 70 also includes a
push rod 89 having an oblong end 90 with an opening
91 and having a stem 92 that connects the oblong end
90 with the piston 79.
[0035] Looking at Figures 2, 5 and 6, the pump 70 has
a direct current motor 94 having a single drive shaft 95.
Suitable wiring (not shown) places the motor 94 in elec-
trical communication with the control circuitry 63. Wiring
(not shown) also places the batteries in the battery com-
partments 25a, 25b in electrical communication with the
control circuitry 63. Wiring (not shown) also places the
actuator button 59 in electrical communication with the
control circuitry 63. The functioning of the control circuitry
63 will be described below.
[0036] Referring now to Figures 2, 5, 6 and 7, the
sprayer 10 also includes a gear box assembly 101 for
transmitting mechanical power from the motor 94 to the
pump 70. The gear box assembly 101 includes a case
having a lower case section 102 and a mating upper case
section 103. A gear drive train 105 is housed in the case.
Looking at Figure 6, the gear drive train 105 includes a
pinion gear 107 coupled to the drive shaft 95 of the motor
94. Gears 109a, 190b, 190c, 109d, 109e and 109f trans-
mit rotation of the pinion gear 107 to a spray nozzle drive
gear 111. The gear drive train 105 also includes a pump
drive gear 113 that is coupled to a shaft 114. Gears 115a,
115b transmit rotation from the spray nozzle drive gear
111 to the pump drive gear 113. The gear box assembly
101 also includes a hollow fluid inlet 116 having a pro-
jection 117. The fluid inlet 116 is located in an aperture
in the lower case section 102 of the gear box assembly
101. Hollow tubing 118 connects the fluid inlet 116 and
the outlet conduit 75 of the pump 70 to place the fluid
inlet 116 and the pump 70 in fluid communication (see
Figures 7 and 9).
[0037] The gear box assembly 101 may include a dif-
ferent number of gears in meshing relationship, and axles
can be operably connected to the gears. The gear box
assembly 101 provides a linkage for transferring rotation-
al movement of the drive shaft 95 of the motor 94 to the
pump 70 and/or to the rotating dome-shaped spray head
137. While one example of a suitable gear/axle configu-
ration is depicted in Figure 6, it should be appreciated
that any other suitable gears and linkages may be pro-
vided to transfer movement of the motor drive shaft 95
to components of the automated sprayer 10.
[0038] Looking at Figures 1-4 and 7, the sprayer 10
includes an upper housing section 119 which can be
formed from a polymeric material such as polyethylene
or polypropylene. The upper housing section 119 has a
well 122 having an opening 123 in its bottom wall, and a
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fastener hole 124 in its domed top wall 125. A circular
side wall 126 depends downward from the top wall 125
of the upper housing section 119. The middle housing
section 56 can be assembled to the upper housing sec-
tion 119 by a press fit in which an upper rim of the middle
housing section 56 engages the upper housing section
119 in an interference fit. An O-ring 127 provides a water
tight seal between the middle housing section 56 and the
upper housing section 119. A fastener 13 connects the
hook 12 to the upper housing section 119 by engaging
the wall forming the fastener hole 124.
[0039] Referring now to Figures 2-4 and 7, the sprayer
10 also includes a rotatable hollow shaft 129 that passes
through the opening 123 in the well 122 of the upper
housing section 119 and through an aperture in the upper
case section 103 of the gear box assembly 101. The shaft
129 is connected to the spray nozzle drive gear 111 by
a connecting ring 112. A disk 130 is connected to the
shaft 129. The disk 130 is positioned in the well 122 of
the upper housing section 119. The sprayer 10 also in-
cludes a nozzle 132 for spraying the liquid. The nozzle
132 has a tubular fluid inlet 133 and a spray arm 134.
The tubular fluid inlet 133 is in fluid communication with
a discharge opening 135 of the spray arm 134. The bot-
tom of the fluid inlet 133 is press fit into the top of the
shaft 129. In addition, the sprayer 10 includes a rotating
dome-shaped spray head 137 having a side wall 138 with
a window 139 forming an aperture 140 in the side wall
138. A top wall 142 extends downwardly from the side
wall 138 of the rotating dome-shaped spray head 137.
The spray arm 134 of the nozzle 132 is press fit into the
aperture 140 in the side wall 138 of the rotating dome-
shaped spray head 137.
[0040] Turning now to Figures 10 and 11, there is
shown another embodiment of an automated sprayer 10a
in accordance with the invention. The automated sprayer
10a includes a middle housing section 56, an upper hous-
ing section 119, and a rotating dome-shaped spray head
137 as in the sprayer 10 of Figures 1-9. However, the
automated sprayer 10a includes a bottle 16a having an
upper ridge having a locater nub 19a. The lower housing
section 22a has a notch 28a in the circular bottom wall
of the lower housing section 22a. In the sprayer 10a, the
bottle 16a is connected to the lower housing section 22a
by aligning the locater nub 19a and the notch 28a and
moving the bottle 16a upward such that the neck of the
bottle engages the bottle coupler in a snap fit. The locater
nub 19a and the notch 28a inhibit the use of bottles with
improper liquids in that a bottle not having the locater nub
19a will not be received and engaged by the lower hous-
ing section 22a.
[0041] Having described the construction of the auto-
mated sprayer 10, the liquid flow path through the sprayer
10 can be explained. When the pump 70 is activated,
liquid flows upward from the bottle 16 (though any dip
tube if provided), through the neck 17, into the interior
space of the bottle coupler 30, and through the first tu-
bular conduit 35. Liquid exiting the first tubular conduit

35 flows through hollow tubing 53 past a one way check
valve and into the inlet conduit 72 of the pump 70. Looking
at Figure 8, the push rod 89 and attached piston 79 re-
ciprocate from the position shown in full lines to the po-
sition shown in broken lines. When the push rod 89 and
attached piston 79 move from the position shown in bro-
ken lines to the position shown in full lines, the liquid is
drawn into the pump cylinder 77 (the upward facing ar-
rows and the top rightward facing arrow in Figure 9 show
this). When the push rod 89 and attached piston 79 move
from the position shown in full lines to the position shown
in broken lines in Figure 8, the liquid is expelled from the
pump cylinder 77 (the lower rightward facing arrow in
Figure 9 show this). The liquid then enters the hollow
tubing 118 after passing through the outlet conduit 75 of
the pump 70. After passing through the tubing 118, the
liquid enters the hollow fluid inlet 116 by way of projection
117 (see Figures 7 and 9). The liquid flows through the
fluid inlet 116 and through the hollow shaft 129. The liquid
flows through the tubular fluid inlet 133 and then the spray
arm 134. The liquid then exits the discharge opening 135
of the spray arm 134 thereby spraying liquid from the
sprayer 10.
[0042] Having described the components and fluid
flow path of the automated sprayer 10, operation of the
sprayer 10 can be explained further. When a user wishes
to spray an enclosure walls (e.g., shower enclosure
walls) with the liquid, he or she simply depresses the
button 59 at the front of the sprayer 10. This signals timing
circuitry of the control circuitry 63 to begin a countdown
delaying spraying for a predetermined time, such as 20
seconds. This affords the user time to exit the shower
enclosure and close the doors or curtains. It also may
provide the user time to abort the spray cycle by depress-
ing the button 59 a second time. Unless cancelled by the
user, the spray cycle begins automatically at the expira-
tion of the countdown. The motor 94 is then energized
rotating the drive shaft 95 and attached pinion gear 107
which simultaneously rotates the pump drive gear 113
(by way of the gear drive train 105 - see Figure 6) and
turns the spray nozzle drive gear 111 (by way of the gear
drive train 105 - see Figure 6).
[0043] Looking at Figures 8 and 9, as the pump drive
gear 113 rotates, shaft 114 rotates thereby rotating the
pump drive shaft 85 and the attached eccentric 86 and
pin 87. Movement of the pin 87 in the opening 91 in the
oblong end 90 of the push rod 89 causes the push rod
89 and attached piston 79 to reciprocate back and forth
from the position shown in full lines to the position shown
in broken lines in Figure 8. This provides liquid flow into
and out of the pump 70 as described above. Liquid flow
from the bottle 16 to the discharge opening 135 of the
nozzle 132 proceeds as described above. Thus, the gear
box assembly 101 constitutes a transmission that trans-
fers rotational motion of the single motor drive shaft 95
to the pump drive shaft 85 to drive the pump 70.
[0044] Looking at Figure 7, as the spray nozzle drive
gear 111 simultaneously rotates with the pump drive gear
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113, the shaft 129 (which is connected to the spray nozzle
drive gear 111 by the connecting ring 112) rotates. Ro-
tation of the shaft 129, rotates the tubular fluid inlet 133
and attached spray arm 134 of the nozzle 132. Because
the spray arm 134 of the nozzle 132 is press fit into the
aperture 140 in the side wall 138 of the rotating dome-
shaped spray head 137, rotation of the nozzle 132 by the
shaft 129 causes the rotating dome-shaped spray head
137 to rotate. Thus, the gear box assembly 101 consti-
tutes a transmission that transfers rotational motion of
the single motor drive shaft 95 to rotate the rotatable
dome-shaped spray head 137. As a result, rotation of the
rotating dome-shaped spray head 137 while the liquid
exits the discharge opening 135 of the spray arm 134
causes the liquid to be sprayed radially away from and
around the sprayer 10 thereby providing a circular spray
pattern. Selection of the discharge opening 135 geometry
can control the vertical dimension of the circular spray
pattern and the average angle of the spray pattern with
respect to the housing 20.
[0045] The motor 94 continues to be energized until
the expiration of a second countdown performed by the
timing circuit, preferably another 20 second interval, au-
tomatically initiated by the timer. At that point the motor
94 is deenergized which shuts down the pump 70 and
stops rotation of the rotating dome-shaped spray head
137. The sprayer 10 thus returns to a stand-by mode
without further intervention from the user, ready for an-
other spray cycle at the demand of the user. In other
embodiments, timed release actuation or actuation at a
set or selected time may be provided by a suitable pro-
grammed or programmable timer or time release device
and/or, in some embodiments, actuation may be control-
led remotely.
[0046] Thus, the invention provides an automated
sprayer for spraying the walls of an enclosure with a liq-
uid. It should be noted that the inventive aspects of the
invention can be used to dispense a liquid cleaning and/or
disinfecting solution to the walls of an enclosure other
than a tub/shower surround described herein. For exam-
ple, an embodiment of the invention designed to mount
to the underside of a toilet bowl cover can deliver liquid
from a bottle to the toilet bowl. Such a structure should
be considered to be an "enclosure" for purposes of this
application.
[0047] With regard to fastening, mounting, attaching
or connecting components of the present invention to
form the automated sprayer or components thereof, in
accordance with some embodiments of the present in-
vention, unless specifically described otherwise, such
are intended to encompass conventional fasteners such
as screw threads, threaded connectors, snap rings, de-
tent arrangements, clamps, pins and the like. Compo-
nents may also be connected by adhesives, glues, weld-
ing, ultrasonic welding, and friction fitting or deformation,
if appropriate, and appropriate liquid and/or airtight seals
or sealing devices may be used. Any electronic portions
in accordance with the present invention may use con-

ventional, commercially available electronic compo-
nents, connectors and devices such as suitable wiring,
connectors, printed circuit boards, microchips, sensors,
inputs, outputs and the like. Electrical and other compo-
nents of the invention may be isolated, contained and/or
sealed in one or more water and/or fluid-tight chambers,
coatings or structures based on environmental or dis-
pensing requirements (e.g., the place of dispensing, the
substance to be dispensed, etc.), for example, to prevent
or minimize corrosion, leakage, contamination, etc. Un-
less specifically otherwise disclosed or taught, materials
for making the present invention and/or components
thereof may be selected from appropriate materials such
as metallic materials, ceramic materials, plastic materials
and the like, and appropriate manufacturing or production
methods including casting, pressing, extruding, molding
and machining may be used.
[0048] In the foregoing description, embodiments of
the present invention, including example embodiments,
have been presented for the purpose of illustration and
description. They are not intended to be exhaustive or to
limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Obvious
modifications or variations according to the scope of the
appended claims are possible in light of the above teach-
ings. The embodiments were chosen and described to
provide the best illustrations of the principals of the in-
vention and its practical application, and to enable one
of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in various
embodiments and with various modifications according
to the scope of the appended claims as are suited to the
particular use contemplated. All such modifications and
variations are within the scope of the invention as deter-
mined by the appended claims when interpreted in ac-
cordance with the breadth they are fairly, legally, and
equitably entitled.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0049] The present invention provides a sprayer for
automatically spraying the walls of bath and shower en-
closures and the like..

Claims

1. An automated sprayer (10) for spraying an enclosure
with a liquid, the sprayer comprising:

a bottle (16) suitable for containing the liquid;
a housing (20);
a pump (70) in fluid communication with the bot-
tle, the pump being located in the housing;
a rotatable spray head (137) extending axially
above an opening (122) in an upper surface
(125) of the housing;
a spray nozzle (132) positioned such that an out-
let of the spray nozzle is positioned within an
opening (140) of the rotatable spray head, the
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spray nozzle being in positioned within an open-
ings the rotatable spray head, the spray nozzle
being in fluid communication with an outlet of
the pump;
a motor (94) located in the housing;
an energy source in electrical communication
with the motor, the energy source being located
in the housing; and characterised by
a gear box assembly (101) located in the hous-
ing, a first gear (107) of the gear box assembly
being operably coupled to a shaft (95) of the
motor, a second gear (111) of the gear box as-
sembly being operably coupled to the rotatable
spray head, and a third gear (113) of the gear
box assembly being operably coupled to the
pump such that the gear box assembly transfers
rotational motion of the shaft (95) to drive the
pump and to cause rotation of the rotatable
spray head.

2. The automated sprayer of claim 1 wherein:

the gear box assembly is enclosed in a case
(102, 103);
the spray nozzle includes a tubular fluid inlet
(133) in fluid communication with the outlet of
the pump, and
the tubular fluid inlet extends through an aper-
ture in the case.

3. The automated sprayer of claim 2 wherein:

the tubular fluid inlet is mounted in a central
opening of the second gear (10) of the gear box
assembly.

4. The automated sprayer of claim 1 further comprising:

a hook (12) for mounting the sprayer in the en-
closure,
wherein the gear box assembly is located above
the motor and the pump when the sprayer is
mounted in the enclosure.

5. The automated sprayer of claim 1 further comprising:

a hook for mounting the sprayer in the enclosure,
wherein the housing and the rotatable spray
head are located above the bottle when the
sprayer is mounted in the enclosure.

Patentansprüche

1. Automatische Sprühvorrichtung (10) zum Besprü-
hen einer Umfassung mit einer Flüssigkeit, mit:

einer Flasche (16), die geeignet ist eine Flüssig-

keit zu enthalten;
einem Gehäuse (20);
einer Pumpe (70) in Strömungsverbindung mit
der Flasche, wobei die Pumpe in dem Gehäuse
angeordnet ist;
einem drehbaren Sprühkopf (137), der sich axial
oberhalb einer Öffnung (122) in einer oberen
Fläche (125) des Gehäuses erstreckt;
einer Sprühdüse (132), die so angeordnet ist,
dass ein Auslass der Sprühdüse innerhalb einer
Öffnung (140) des drehbaren Sprühkopfs posi-
tioniert ist, wobei die Sprühdüse in Strömungs-
verbindung mit einem Auslass der Pumpe steht;
einem Motor (94), der in dem Gehäuse ange-
ordnet ist;
einer Energiequelle, die mit dem Motor elek-
trisch verbunden ist, wobei die Energiequelle in-
nerhalb des Gehäuses angeordnet ist; und
gekennzeichnet durch
eine Getriebegehäusebaugruppe (101), die in
dem Gehäuse angeordnet ist, wobei ein erstes
Zahnrad (107) der Getriebegehäusebaugruppe
betriebsmässig mit einer Welle (95) des Motors
verbunden ist, ein zweites Zahnrad (111) der
Getriebegehäusebaugruppe betriebsmässig
mit dem drehbaren Sprühkopf verbunden ist und
ein drittes Zahnrad (113) der Getriebegehäuse-
baugruppe betriebsmässig mit der Pumpe ver-
bunden ist, so dass die Getriebegehäusebau-
gruppe eine Drehbewegung der Welle (95)
überträgt, um die Pumpe anzutreiben und eine
Drehung des drehbaren Sprühkopfs zu bewir-
ken.

2. Automatische Sprühvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
bei der:

die Getriebegehäusebaugruppe in einem Ge-
häuse (102, 103) eingeschlossen ist,
die Sprühdüse einen tubularen Fluideinlass
(133) in Strömungsverbindung mit dem Auslass
der Pumpe umfasst, und
der tubulare Fluideinlass sich durch eine Öff-
nung in dem Gehäuse erstreckt.

3. Automatische Sprühvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2,
bei der:

der tubulare Fluideinlass in einer zentralen Öff-
nung des zweiten Zahnrads (10) der Getriebe-
gehäusebaugruppe befestigt ist.

4. Automatische Sprühvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1
weiterhin mit:

einem Haken (12) zum Anbringen der Sprühvor-
richtung in der Umfassung,
wobei die Getriebegehäusebaugruppe ober-

11 12 



EP 2 162 226 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

halb des Motors und der Pumpe angeordnet ist,
wenn die Sprühvorrichtung in der Umfassung
angebracht ist.

5. Automatische Sprühvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
weiterhin mit:

einem Haken zum Anbringen der Sprühvorrich-
tung in der Umfassung,
wobei das Gehäuse und der drehbare Sprüh-
kopf oberhalb der Flasche angeordnet sind,
wenn die Sprühvorrichtung in der Umschließung
angebracht ist.

Revendications

1. Pulvérisateur automatique (10) pour pulvériser un
liquide dans une enceinte, le pulvérisateur
comprenant :

une bouteille (16) convenant pour contenir le li-
quide;
un boîtier (20) ;
une pompe (70) en communication fluide avec
la bouteille, la pompe étant située dans le
boîtier ;
une tête de pulvérisation tournante (137) s’éten-
dant axialement au-dessus d’une ouverture
(122) dans une surface supérieure (125) du
boîtier ;
une buse de pulvérisation (132) positionnée de
telle manière qu’un orifice de sortie de la buse
de pulvérisation est positionné dans une ouver-
ture (140) de la tête de pulvérisation tournante,
la buse de pulvérisation étant en communication
fluide avec un orifice de sortie de la pompe ;
un moteur (94) situé dans le boîtier;
une source d’énergie en communication électri-
que avec le moteur, la source d’énergie étant
située dans le boîtier ; et caractérisé par
un ensemble de boîte de vitesse (101) situé
dans le boîtier, un premier engrenage (107) de
l’ensemble de boîte de vitesse étant couplé
fonctionnellement à un arbre (95) du moteur, un
second engrenage (111) de l’ensemble de boîte
de vitesse étant couplé fonctionnellement à la
tête de pulvérisation tournante, et un troisième
engrenage (113) de l’ensemble de boîte de vi-
tesse étant couplé fonctionnellement à la pompe
de telle manière que l’ensemble de boîte de vi-
tesse transfère un mouvement tournant de l’ar-
bre (95) pour entraîner la pompe et pour causer
la rotation de la tête de pulvérisation tournante.

2. Pulvérisateur automatisé selon la revendication 1
dans lequel :

l’ensemble de boîte de vitesse est enfermé dans
un carter (102, 103)
la buse de pulvérisation inclut un orifice d’entrée
de fluide tubulaire (133) en communication flui-
de avec l’orifice de sortie de la pompe, et
l’orifice d’entrée de fluide tubulaire s’étend à tra-
vers une ouverture dans le carter.

3. Pulvérisateur automatisé selon la revendication 2
dans lequel :

l’orifice d’entrée de fluide tubulaire est monté
dans une ouverture centrale du second engre-
nage (111) de l’ensemble de boîte de vitesse.

4. Pulvérisateur automatisé selon la revendication 1
comprenant en outre :

un crochet (12) pour monter le pulvérisateur
dans l’enceinte,
dans lequel l’ensemble de boîte de vitesse est
situé au-dessus du moteur et de la pompe quand
le pulvérisateur est monté dans l’enceinte.

5. pulvérisateur automatisé selon la revendication 1
comprenant en outre :

un crochet pour monter le pulvérisateur dans
l’enceinte,
dans lequel le boîtier et la tête de pulvérisation
tournante sont situés au-dessus de la bouteille
quand le pulvérisateur est monté dans l’encein-
te.
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