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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2019-121595 filed on June 28, 2019.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a vehicle hav-
ing a front windshield or a rear windshield divided into
upper and lower portions.

BACKGROUND

[0003] JP 2017-214059 A discloses a front windshield
having a laminated glass structure in which a resin inter-
layer film is bonded between an outer glass plate and an
inner glass plate.

SUMMARY

[0004] Because the resin interlayer film is bonded be-
tween the outer glass plate and the inner glass plate in
the front windshield described in JP 2017-214059 A,
should an object collide with the windshield, fragments
of broken glass will not scatter, the impact is absorbed
by the interlayer film, and the colliding object cannot eas-
ily pass through the windshield. However, such a struc-
ture that makes penetration completely through the wind-
shield difficult may make it difficult for a person to escape
from the vehicle should the vehicle rolls over and the
doors on the side of the vehicle are blocked.
[0005] It is therefore an object of the present disclosure
to provide a vehicle that allows a person to escape from
the vehicle when the vehicle rolls over, and a door pro-
vided on a side of the vehicle be blocked.
[0006] A vehicle according to the present disclosure
includes a partition member that divides a front or rear
windshield into an upper windshield and a lower wind-
shield, with the fragility of the upper windshield differing
from the fragility of the lower windshield.
[0007] Since either one of the upper windshield and
the lower windshield divided by the partition member is
fragile, when the vehicle rolls over, and a doorway pro-
vided on a side of the vehicle is blocked accordingly, a
person can escape from the vehicle by breaking the frag-
ile windshield.
[0008] According to an aspect of the vehicle of the
present disclosure, the upper windshield may be more
fragile than the lower windshield.
[0009] According to this aspect, when the vehicle rolls
over, and the door provided on the side of the vehicle is
blocked, a person can escape from the vehicle by break-
ing the upper windshield.
[0010] According an aspect of the vehicle of the
present disclosure, the upper windshield may be suffi-
ciently fragile as to be breakable by human effort and

have a width in an upward and downward direction larger
than the diameter of a human head.
[0011] According to this aspect, when the vehicle rolls
over, and the doorway provided on the side of the vehicle
is blocked, a person can escape from the vehicle by
breaking the upper windshield using unassisted strength.
[0012] According to an aspect of the vehicle of the
present disclosure, the upper windshield may be made
of glass, and the lower windshield may be made of poly-
carbonate or have a laminated glass structure.
[0013] According to this aspect, the lower windshield
is made of polycarbonate or has a laminated glass struc-
ture to make an object hard to pass through the lower
windshield, and the upper windshield is made of glass to
allow a person to escape from the vehicle by breaking
the upper windshield.
[0014] According to an aspect of the vehicle of the
present disclosure, the vehicle may have a door provided
only on one side of the vehicle.
[0015] According to this aspect, a person can escape
from the vehicle by breaking the upper windshield even
when the vehicle rolls over such that the side on which
the door is provided faces downward.
[0016] According to an aspect of the vehicle of the
present disclosure, the upper windshield is higher in light
transmittance than the lower windshield.
[0017] According to this aspect, because the upper
windshield is higher in light transmittance than the lower
windshield, light can enter the vehicle from above, which
enables increasing a sense of spaciousness for occu-
pants of the vehicle.
[0018] According to the present disclosure, it is possi-
ble to provide a vehicle that allows a person to escape
when the vehicle rolls over in such a manner that the
doorway provided on the side of the vehicle is blocked.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0019] Embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a vehicle according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure; and
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-
A of FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0020] A vehicle 10 according to an embodiment will
be described below with reference to the figures. An ar-
row FR, an arrow UP, and an arrow RH shown in each
of the figures to be described below indicate a forward
direction (travel direction), an upward direction, and a
rightward direction of the vehicle, respectively. Further,
a direction opposite to the arrow FR, a direction opposite
to the arrow UP, and a direction opposite to the arrow
RH indicate a rearward direction, a downward direction,
and a leftward direction of the vehicle, respectively. Here-
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inafter, when a description is given simply using a front-
ward and rearward direction, a leftward and rightward
direction, or an upward and downward direction, unless
otherwise specified, the frontward and rearward direc-
tion, the leftward and rightward direction, and the upward
and downward direction indicate front and rear in the
frontward and rearward direction of the vehicle, left and
right in the leftward and rightward direction of the vehicle
(vehicle width direction), and top and bottom in the up-
ward and downward direction of the vehicle, respectively.
[0021] As shown in FIG. 1, the vehicle 10 has a wind-
shield 1 provided at a front of the vehicle 10 and has a
door 2 for a person to enter or exit the vehicle 10 provided
only on a left side of the vehicle 10. The vehicle 10 in-
cludes a division bar 3 as a partition member that divides
the windshield 1 into an upper windshield 11 and a lower
windshield 12.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the division
bar 3. As shown in FIG. 2, a reinforcement 32 extending
in the vehicle width direction is provided inside a main
body 31 of the division bar 3 and is fixed to the main body
31 by a fixing portion 33. Left and right ends of the rein-
forcement 32 are both connected to a skeletal structure
of a front pillar 4. Providing the reinforcement 32 con-
nected to the skeletal structure of the front pillar 4 as
described above makes it possible to maintain strength
of the division bar 3 enough and increase rigidity of a
front side of the vehicle 10.
[0023] The lower windshield 12 is made of polycar-
bonate and has enough strength so as to prevent a flying
object such as a stone from breaking or passing through
the lower windshield 12 when the flying object collides
with the lower windshield 12. Therefore, even when the
vehicle 10 rolls over, and the door 2 is blocked accord-
ingly, it is difficult to break the lower windshield 12 to
make a hole large enough for a person to pass through.
[0024] The lower windshield 12 may have, instead of
the structure made of polycarbonate, a laminated glass
structure in which a resin interlayer film is bonded be-
tween an outer glass plate and an inner glass plate. Even
when an object such as a stone collides with the lower
windshield 12 having the laminated glass structure, frag-
ments of broken glass are not scattered, the impact is
absorbed by the interlayer film, and the colliding object
is hard to pass through the windshield. Therefore, should
the vehicle 10 roll over in such a manner that the door 2
is blocked accordingly, it is difficult to make a hole in the
lower windshield 12 large enough for a person to pass
through.
[0025] The upper windshield 11 is made of glass and
is sufficiently fragile as to be breakable by human power.
That is, the upper windshield 11 is more fragile than the
lower windshield 12. A width in the upward and downward
direction of the upper windshield 11 is larger than a di-
ameter of a human head. Therefore, even when the ve-
hicle 10 rolls over with the left side facing downward in
such a manner that the door 2 is blocked accordingly, a
person can escape from the vehicle 10 by breaking the

upper windshield 11 with their own power.
[0026] As described above, in the vehicle 10 according
to the present embodiment, the windshield 1 is divided
into upper and lower portions by the division bar 3, the
lower windshield 12 is made of polycarbonate or has a
laminated glass structure to make an object hard to pass
through the lower windshield 12, and the upper wind-
shield 11 is made of glass to allow a person to escape
from the vehicle by breaking the upper windshield 11.
[0027] Should the vehicle 10 rolls over, the possibility
that the front or rear side faces downward is very small
as compared to the possibility that the vehicle 10 rolls
over with the left or right side facing downward, or the
possibility that the vehicle 10 is inverted with the top side
facing downward. Therefore, in order to allow a person
to escape from the front side of the vehicle 10 even when
the left or right side is blocked or the top side is blocked,
the vehicle 10 has the upper windshield 11 made of glass
that can be broken by human power.
[0028] The upper windshield 11 is higher in light trans-
mittance than the lower windshield 12. This allows light
to enter the vehicle 10 from above the vehicle 10, thus
making it possible to increase a sense of spaciousness
for occupants of the vehicle.
[0029] The vehicle of the present disclosure is not lim-
ited to the above-described embodiment and may be im-
plemented according to various embodiments within the
scope of the present disclosure. For example, the division
bar may be provided on the rear windshield, and the rear
windshield may be divided into an upper windshield and
a lower windshield.

Claims

1. A vehicle (10) comprising
a partition member (3) that divides a front or rear
windshield (1) into an upper windshield (11) and a
lower windshield (12), wherein
the fragility of the upper windshield (11) is different
from the fragility of the lower windshield (12).

2. The vehicle (10) according to claim 1, wherein
the upper windshield (11) is more fragile than the
lower windshield (12).

3. The vehicle (10) according to claim 2, wherein
the upper windshield (11) is sufficiently fragile as to
be breakable by human power and has a width in an
upward and downward direction larger than a diam-
eter of a human head.

4. The vehicle (10) according to claim 2 or 3, wherein
the upper windshield (11) is made of glass, and the
lower windshield (12) is made of polycarbonate or
has a laminated glass structure.

5. The vehicle (10) according to any one of claims 2 to
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4, further comprising a door (2) provided only on one
side of the vehicle.

6. The vehicle (10) according to any one of claims 1 to
5, wherein
the upper windshield (11) is higher in light transmit-
tance than the lower windshield (12).
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