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(54) METHOD OF DETERMINING A CONCENTRATION OF AN ANALYTE IN A BODILY FLUID

(57) A method of determining a concentration of an
analyte in a bodily fluid is disclosed. The method com-
prises using a mobile device (112) having a camera
(114). Further, the method comprises capturing at least
one image of at least a part of an optical test strip (124)
having a test field (126) by using the camera (114). The
method further comprises determining at least one ana-
lyte concentration value from color formation of the test
field (126), wherein the method comprises:
i) providing, in the mobile device (112), at least one cor-
relation for transforming color formation of the test field
(126) into the analyte concentration value;
ii) providing, in the mobile device (112), at least one item
of clearance information, the at least one item of clear-
ance information indicating a level of confidence for the
correlation; and
iii) if the item of clearance information indicates a suffi-
cient level of confidence for the correlation, providing, by
the mobile device (112), indication to a user that the cap-
turing of the at least one image does not require using
the color reference card (128).

Further, a method of controlling analytical measure-
ments, a mobile device (112), a system (110) for control-

ling analytical measurements and computer programs
for performing and/or controlling analytical measure-
ments are disclosed.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention refers to a method of de-
termining a concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid.
The invention further relates to a method of controlling
analytical measurements using at least one mobile de-
vice having a camera. Further, the invention relates to a
mobile device having at least one camera, to a system
for controlling analytical measurements, to computer pro-
grams and computer-readable storage media. The meth-
ods, mobile devices, computer programs and storage
media specifically may be used in medical diagnostics,
in order to for example qualitatively or quantitatively de-
tect one or more analytes in one or more body fluids,
such as for detecting glucose in blood and/or interstitial
fluid. Other fields of application of the present invention,
however, are feasible.

Background art

[0002] In the field of medical diagnostics, in many cas-
es, one or more analytes have to be detected in samples
of a body fluid, such as blood, interstitial fluid, urine, saliva
or other types of body fluids. Examples of analytes to be
detected are glucose, triglycerides, lactate, cholesterol
or other types of analytes typically present in these body
fluids. According to the concentration and/or the pres-
ence of the analyte, an appropriate treatment may be
chosen, if necessary. Without narrowing the scope, the
invention specifically may be described with respect to
blood glucose measurements. It shall be noted, however,
that the present invention may also be used for other
types of analytical measurements using test elements.
[0003] Generally, devices and methods known to the
skilled person make use of test elements comprising one
or more test chemicals, which, in presence of the analyte
to be detected, are capable of performing one or more
detectable detection reactions, such as optically detect-
able detection reactions. With regard to the test chemi-
cals comprised in test elements, reference may be made
e.g. to J. Hoenes et al.: The Technology Behind Glucose
Meters: Test Strips, Diabetes Technology & Therapeu-
tics, Volume 10, Supplement 1, 2008, S-10 to S-26. Other
types of test chemistry are possible and may be used for
performing the present invention.
[0004] In analytical measurements, specifically analyt-
ical measurements based on color formation reactions,
one technical challenge resides in the evaluation of the
color change which is due to the detection reaction. Be-
sides using dedicated analytical devices, such as hand-
held blood glucose meters, the use of generally available
electronics such as smart phones and portable comput-
ers or other mobile devices has become more and more
popular over the recent years. As an example, WO
2012/131386 A1 discloses a testing apparatus for per-
forming an assay, the testing apparatus comprising: a

receptacle containing a reagent, the reagent being reac-
tive to an applied test sample by developing a color or
pattern variation; a portable device, e.g. a mobile phone
or a laptop, comprising a processor and an image capture
device, wherein the processor is configured to process
data captured by the image capture device and output a
test result for the applied test sample.
[0005] As opposed to laboratory measurements and
measurements performed by using dedicated analytical
measurement devices, when using mobile computing de-
vices such as smart phones, various influences need to
be taken into account. As an example, lighting conditions,
positioning, vibrations or other more or less uncontrolla-
ble conditions are to be considered.
[0006] Generally, for optical evaluation and, specifical-
ly, for the evaluation of images, a plurality of methods
has been developed. Inter alia, methods using artificial
neural networks (ANN) are known.
[0007] US 6122042 A discloses an apparatus for pho-
tometric analysis and/or identification of properties of a
material object. The apparatus comprises a collection of
light sources having substantially distinct wavelength en-
velopes and activated in a rapid sequence of distinct com-
binations. The apparatus further comprises a collection
of spatially distributed light detectors which detect radi-
ation from the object and produce detected signals. A
signal processor for controlling the light sources and an-
alyzing the detected signals synchronizes the detected
signals with the activation of the sequence of distinct
combinations of the light sources to produce associated
combinations of detected signals which are then ana-
lyzed to determine a physical property of the object and/or
compared for similarity to previously detected signals
from known objects. The photometric data may be com-
bined and correlated with other measured data to en-
hance identification.
[0008] EP 1051687 B1 discloses systems and meth-
ods for medical diagnosis or risk assessment for a pa-
tient. These systems and methods are designed to be
employed at the point of care, such as in emergency
rooms and operating rooms, or in any situation in which
a rapid and accurate result is desired. The systems and
methods process patient data, particularly data from
point of care diagnostic tests or assays, including immu-
noassays, electrocardiograms, X-rays and other such
tests, and provide an indication of a medical condition or
risk or absence thereof. The systems include an instru-
ment for reading or evaluating the test data and software
for converting the data into diagnostic or risk assessment
information.
[0009] US 10277877 B2 discloses a method for con-
version of a series of two dimensional images into a se-
ries of three dimensional images. The method comprises
receiving said series of two dimensional images and, fur-
ther, comprises converting said series of two dimensional
images to said series of three dimensional images. Said
converting may be based upon a neural network to de-
termine a respective depth map associated with each of
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said series of two dimensional images and processing
said depth map to render said two dimensional images
as said series of three dimensional images for being dis-
played on a 3D display.
[0010] EP 612035 A1 discloses a method for verifica-
tion of signatures and handwriting based on comparison
of extracted features, preferably using a specialized neu-
ral net.
[0011] WO 2018/224442 A1 discloses a method and
an apparatus for analyzing an image using a deep neural
net pre-trained for multiple classes. The image is proc-
essed by means of a forward pass through an adapted
neural net to generate a processing result. The adapted
neural net is adapted from the pre-trained neural net to
focus on exactly one selected class. The processing re-
sult is then analyzed and focused on features corre-
sponding to the selected class using an image process-
ing algorithm. A modified image is generated by removing
a manifestation of these features from the image.
[0012] WO 2018/141429 A1 discloses a method and
an apparatus for detecting objects of interest in images.
The method comprises the steps of supplying at least
one input image to a trained deep neural network, which
comprises a stack of layers. The method further compris-
es using at least one deconvolved output of at least one
learned filter or combining deconvolved outputs of
learned filters of at least one layer of the trained deep
neural network, to detect the objects of interest in the
supplied images.
[0013] WO 1999/053288 A2 discloses the use of au-
tomated systems and methods for the interpretation of
Lyme Western Blots. The programs can analyze the band
patterns produced by immunoblot tests, such as the
Western Blot test, by scanning the test membrane by a
digital camera and interpreting the test result as positive
or negative. In one embodiment, a statistical analysis of
band data is employed and in the other a neural network
is employed. The statistical program can incorporate in-
terpretive algorithms, such as those supported by
CDC/ASTPHLD for Lyme Western Blots. The neural net-
work is capable of learning and improving its perform-
ance, and will develop its own criteria for interpretation
through the analysis of large numbers of positive and
negative samples.
[0014] Despite the advantages involved in using mo-
bile computing devices for the purpose of performing an
analytical measurement, several technical challenges re-
main. Thus, even though artificial neural networks are
generally known for image analysis, the application to
the mobile-based evaluation of optical test strips, such
as colorimetric test strips, remains challenging. Specifi-
cally, due to the vast amount of combined influencing
factors and the ongoing release of new smartphones us-
ing new technologies, it is generally challenging to gen-
erate the required training data for the artificial neural
networks in dedicated studies. Thus, in principle, for each
release of a mobile device a new training study would
have to be initiated which, generally, involves an im-

mense amount of effort.

Problem to be solved

[0015] It is therefore desirable to provide devices and
methods which at least partially address the above-men-
tioned challenges. Specifically, it is desirable to provide
devices and methods which allow for a user-friendly mo-
bile-based determination of a concentration of an analyte
in a bodily fluid, with high accuracy and reproducibility,
however, with low effort for setup and preparation.

Summary

[0016] This problem is addressed by a method of de-
termining a concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid,
by a method of controlling analytical measurements us-
ing at least one mobile device having a camera. Further,
by a mobile device having at least one camera, by a sys-
tem for controlling analytical measurements and by com-
puter programs and computer-readable storage media,
with the features of the independent claims. Advanta-
geous embodiments which might be realized in an iso-
lated fashion or in any arbitrary combinations are listed
in the dependent claims.
[0017] As used in the following, the terms "have", "com-
prise" or "include" or any arbitrary grammatical variations
thereof are used in a non-exclusive way. Thus, these
terms may both refer to a situation in which, besides the
feature introduced by these terms, no further features
are present in the entity described in this context and to
a situation in which one or more further features are
present. As an example, the expressions "A has B", "A
comprises B" and "A includes B" may both refer to a sit-
uation in which, besides B, no other element is present
in A (i.e. a situation in which A solely and exclusively
consists of B) and to a situation in which, besides B, one
or more further elements are present in entity A, such as
element C, elements C and D or even further elements.
[0018] Further, it shall be noted that the terms "at least
one", "one or more" or similar expressions indicating that
a feature or element may be present once or more than
once typically will be used only once when introducing
the respective feature or element. In the following, in most
cases, when referring to the respective feature or ele-
ment, the expressions "at least one" or "one or more" will
not be repeated, non-withstanding the fact that the re-
spective feature or element may be present once or more
than once.
[0019] Further, as used in the following, the terms
"preferably", "more preferably", "particularly", "more par-
ticularly", "specifically", "more specifically" or similar
terms are used in conjunction with optional features, with-
out restricting alternative possibilities. Thus, features in-
troduced by these terms are optional features and are
not intended to restrict the scope of the claims in any
way. The invention may, as the skilled person will recog-
nize, be performed by using alternative features. Simi-
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larly, features introduced by "in an embodiment of the
invention" or similar expressions are intended to be op-
tional features, without any restriction regarding alterna-
tive embodiments of the invention, without any restric-
tions regarding the scope of the invention and without
any restriction regarding the possibility of combining the
features introduced in such way with other optional or
non-optional features of the invention.
[0020] In a first aspect of the present invention, a meth-
od of determining a concentration of an analyte in a bodily
fluid is disclosed, the method comprising using a mobile
device having a camera. The method comprises the fol-
lowing steps which, as an example, may be performed
in the given order. It shall be noted, however, that a dif-
ferent order is also possible.
[0021] Further, it is also possible to perform one or
more of the method steps once or repeatedly. Further, it
is possible to perform two or more of the method steps
simultaneously or in a timely overlapping fashion. The
method may comprise further method steps which are
not listed. The method comprises capturing at least one
image of at least a part of an optical test strip having a
test field, wherein the capturing comprises using the cam-
era of the mobile device. The method further comprises
determining at least one analyte concentration value from
color formation of the test field.
[0022] The method further comprises:

i) providing, in the mobile device, at least one corre-
lation for transforming color formation of the test field
into the analyte concentration value;
ii) providing, in the mobile device, at least one item
of clearance information, the at least one item of
clearance information indicating a level of confi-
dence for the correlation; and
iii) if the item of clearance information indicates a
sufficient level of confidence for the correlation, pro-
viding, by the mobile device, indication to a user that
the capturing of the at least one image does not re-
quire using the color reference card.

[0023] The term "determining the concentration of an
analyte in a bodily fluid", also referred to as an "analytical
measurement", as used herein, is a broad term and is to
be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person
of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a
special or customized meaning. The term specifically
may refer, without limitation, to a quantitatively and/or
qualitatively determination of at least one analyte in an
arbitrary sample or aliquot of bodily fluid. For example,
the bodily fluid may comprise one or more of blood, in-
terstitial fluid, urine, saliva or other types of body fluids.
The result of the determining of the concentration, as an
example, may be a concentration of the analyte and/or
the presence or absence of the analyte to be determined.
Specifically, as an example, the analytical measurement
may be a blood glucose measurement, thus the result of
the analytical measurement may for example be a blood

glucose concentration. In particular, an analytical meas-
urement result value may be determined by the analytical
measurement.
[0024] Consequently, the term "analyte concentration
value", often also referred to as "analytical measurement
result value", as used herein, is a broad term and is to
be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person
of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a
special or customized meaning. The term specifically
may refer, without limitation, to a numerical indication of
an analyte concentration in a sample.
[0025] The at least one analyte, as an example, may
be or may comprise one or more specific chemical com-
pounds and/or other parameters. As an example, one or
more analytes may be determined which take part in me-
tabolism, such as blood glucose. Additionally or alterna-
tively, other types of analytes or parameters may be de-
termined, e.g. a pH value.
[0026] The method, as outlined above, comprises us-
ing at least one mobile device having at least one camera.
The term "mobile device" as used herein is a broad term
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning
to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be
limited to a special or customized meaning. The term
specifically may refer, without limitation, to a mobile elec-
tronics device, more specifically to a mobile communica-
tion device such as a cell phone or smartphone. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, as will be outlined in further detail
below, the mobile device may also refer to a tablet com-
puter or another type of portable computer having at least
one camera.
[0027] The term "camera" as used herein is a broad
term and is to be given its ordinary and customary mean-
ing to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be
limited to a special or customized meaning. The term
specifically may refer, without limitation, to a device hav-
ing at least one imaging element configured for recording
or capturing spatially resolved one-dimensional, two-di-
mensional or even three-dimensional optical data or in-
formation. As an example, the camera may comprise at
least one camera chip, such as at least one CCD chip
and/or at least one CMOS chip configured for recording
images. As used herein, without limitation, the term "im-
age" specifically may relate to data recorded by using a
camera, such as a plurality of electronic readings from
the imaging device, such as the pixels of the camera chip.
[0028] The camera, besides the at least one camera
chip or imaging chip, may comprise further elements,
such as one or more optical elements, e.g. one or more
lenses. As an example, the camera may be a fix-focus
camera, having at least one lens which is fixedly adjusted
with respect to the camera. Alternatively, however, the
camera may also comprise one or more variable lenses
which may be adjusted, automatically or manually. The
invention specifically shall be applicable to cameras as
usually used in mobile applications such as notebook
computers, tablets or, specifically, cell phones such as
smart phones. Thus, specifically, the camera may be part
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of a mobile device which, besides the at least one cam-
era, comprises one or more data processing devices
such as one or more data processors. Other cameras,
however, are feasible.
[0029] The camera specifically may be a color camera.
Thus, such as for each pixel, color information may be
provided or generated, such as color values for three
colors R, G, B. a larger number of color values is also
feasible, such as four color values for each pixel, for ex-
ample R, G, G, B. Color cameras are generally known
to the skilled person. Thus, as an example, the camera
chip may consist of a plurality of three or more different
color sensors each, such as color recording pixels like
one pixel for red (R), one pixel for green (G) and one
pixel for blue (B). For each of the pixels, such as for R,
G, B, values may be recorded by the pixels, such as
digital values in the range of 0 to 255, depending on the
intensity of the respective color. Instead of using color
triples such as R, G, B, as an example, quadruples may
be used, such as R, G, G, B. The color sensitivities of
the pixels may be generated by color filters or by appro-
priate intrinsic sensitivities of the sensor elements used
in the camera pixels. These techniques are generally
known to the skilled person.
[0030] The method further comprises using at least
one optical test strip having at least one test field. The
term "optical test strip" as used herein is a broad term
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning
to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be
limited to a special or customized meaning. The term
specifically may refer, without limitation, to an arbitrary
element or device configured for performing a color-
change detection reaction. The optical test strip may also
be referred to as test strip or test element, wherein all
three terms may refer to the same element. The optical
test strip may particularly have a test field containing at
least one test chemical for detecting at least one analyte.
The optical test strip, as an example, may comprise at
least one substrate, such as at least one carrier, with the
at least one test field applied thereto or integrated therein.
In particular, the optical test strip may further comprise
at least one white area, such as a white field, specifically
in a proximity to the test field, for example enclosing or
surrounding the test field. The white area may be a sep-
arate field independently arranged on the substrate or
carrier. However, additionally or alternatively, the sub-
strate or carrier itself may be or may comprise the white
area. As an example, the at least one carrier may be
strip-shaped, thereby rendering the test element a test
strip. These test strips are generally widely in use and
available. One test strip may carry a single test field or a
plurality of test fields having identical or different test
chemicals comprised therein.
[0031] As further used herein, the term "test field" is a
broad term and is to be given its ordinary and customary
meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not
to be limited to a special or customized meaning. The
term specifically may refer, without limitation, to a coher-

ent amount of the test chemical, such as to a field, e.g.
a field of round, polygonal or rectangular shape, having
one or more layers of material, with at least one layer of
the test field having the test chemical comprised therein.
[0032] As further outlined above, the method compris-
es capturing at least one image of at least a part of the
at least one optical test strip having the at least one test
field, by using the camera. The term "capturing at least
one image" as used herein is a broad term and is to be
given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person of
ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a special
or customized meaning. The term specifically may refer,
without limitation, to one or more of imaging, image re-
cording, image acquisition, image capturing. The term
"capturing at least one image" may comprise capturing
a single image and/or a plurality of images such as a
sequence of images. For example, the capturing of the
image may comprise recording continuously a sequence
of images such as a video or a movie. The capturing of
the at least one image may be initiated by the user action
or may automatically be initiated, e.g. once the presence
of the at least one object within a field of view and/or
within a predetermined sector of the field of view of the
camera is automatically detected. These automatic im-
age acquisition techniques are known e.g. in the field of
automatic barcode readers, such as from automatic bar-
code reading apps. The capturing of the images may take
place, as an example, by acquiring a stream or "life
stream" of images with the camera, wherein one or more
of the images, automatically or by user interaction such
as pushing a button, are stored and used as the at least
one first image or the at least one second image, respec-
tively. The image acquisition may be supported by a proc-
essor of the mobile device, and the storing of the images
may take place in a data storage device of the mobile
device.
[0033] The at least one image of the at least one part
of the optical test strip specifically may comprise an im-
age of at least a part of the test field. Further, the image
may comprise an image of other parts of the optical test
strip, such as a white reference part of the test strip.
[0034] The capturing of the at least one image may
comprise capturing at least one image with having the
sample of the bodily fluid applied to the test strip and,
further and optionally, such as before capturing the image
with the sample applied to the test strip, capturing at least
one image without having the sample of the body fluid
applied to the test strip. The latter image specifically may
be used for comparative purposes and may also be re-
ferred to as a "blank image" or "dry image". The sample
application generally may take place, as an example, di-
rectly or indirectly, e.g. via at least one capillary element.
The at least one image captured after sample application
may typically also be referred to as the "wet image", even
though the sample may have dried when the image is
actually captured. The wet image typically may be taken
after having waited for at least a predetermined waiting
time, such as after five seconds or more, in order to allow
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for the detection reaction to take place. Thus, as an ex-
ample, the method may comprise, between taking the at
least one optional dry image and the at least one wet
image, waiting for at least a predetermined minimum
amount of time. This predetermined minimum amount of
time specifically may be sufficient for a detection reaction
to take place in the test strip. As an example, the minimum
amount of waiting time may be at least 5 s.
[0035] The method comprises determining the analyte
concentration value from color formation of the test field.
Thus, the method may be an analytical measurement
including a change of at least one optical property of an
optical test strip, which change may be measured or de-
termined visually by using the camera. Specifically, the
analytical measurement may be or may comprise a color
formation reaction in the presence of the at least one
analyte to be determined. The term "color formation re-
action" as used herein is a broad term and is to be given
its ordinary and customary meaning to a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a special or
customized meaning. The term specifically may refer,
without limitation, to a chemical, biological or physical
reaction during which a color, specifically a reflectance,
of at least one element involved in the reaction, changes
with the progress of the reaction. The color formation
may be detected by the mobile device, such as by a proc-
essor of the mobile device, and may be evaluated quan-
titatively, such as by deriving, from the at least one image,
at least one parameter quantifying or characterizing the
color formation of the test field due to the presence of
the analyte in the bodily fluid. As an example, one or
more of the above-mentioned color coordinates may be
used. Thus, the mobile device and specifically the proc-
essor of the mobile device may be configured for deter-
mining a color change by determining a change of one
or more color coordinates taking place due to the detec-
tion reaction.
[0036] The at least one analyte concentration value is
determined from the color formation of the test field. For
this purpose, the at least one image may be used. The
analyte concentration value, as an example, may be a
numerical value indicator of a result of the analytical
measurement, such as indicative of the concentration of
at least one analyte in the sample, such as a blood glu-
cose concentration.
[0037] As further outlined above, in step i), the method
comprises providing, in the mobile device, at least one
correlation for transforming color formation of the test
field into the analyte concentration value. The correlation,
as an example, may be provided in an electronic format,
such as in a data storage and/or via at least one interface
of the mobile device. The correlation, as an example and
as will be outlined in further detail below, specifically may
be provided in various ways, such as by providing one
or more parameters defining the correlation, such as pa-
rameters defining a linear relationship between the ana-
lyte concentration value and at least one item of informa-
tion derived from the at least one image. Other types of

correlation are possible.
[0038] Thus, as used herein, the term "correlation" as
used herein is a broad term and is to be given its ordinary
and customary meaning to a person of ordinary skill in
the art and is not to be limited to a special or customized
meaning. The term specifically may refer, without limita-
tion, to a predetermined or determinable relationship be-
tween information derived from the at least one image,
such as color information or color change information,
and the at least one analytical measurement concentra-
tion value. For determining the analytical measurement
result value from the at least one image, as an example,
the correlation or predetermined or determinable rela-
tionship between information derived from the at least
one image, such as color information or color change
information, and the at least one analytical measurement
result value may be used. This correlation or predeter-
mined or determinable relationship, as an example, may
be stored in a data storage device of the mobile device
and/or in the processor of the mobile device. The proc-
essor, as an example, may be configured by software
programming to derive at least one item of information
from the at least one image, such as at least one color
coordinate, and to apply the predetermined or determi-
nable relationship to the at least one item of information.
The correlation, as an example a transformation function,
a transformation table or a lookup table, may be deter-
mined e.g. empirically and may, as an example, be stored
in at least one data storage device of the mobile device,
e.g. by the software, specifically by the app downloaded
from an app store or the like. As an example for deriving
the at least one item of information, the processor may
be programmed in order to recognize, preferably auto-
matically, e.g. by pattern recognition and/or other algo-
rithms, the test field or the at least one part of the test
field in the images. Thereof, the processor may be pro-
grammed for determining the at least one item of infor-
mation, such as one or more color coordinates. The re-
spective at least one item of information derived from the
at least one optional blank or dry image may be used for
normalizing, such as by dividing the at least one item of
information derived from the wet image by the at least
one item of information derived from the corresponding
blank image or by subtracting the at least one item of
information derived from the wet image from the at least
one item of information derived from the blank image or
vice versa. Other ways of normalizing are feasible. The
correlation, as an example a transformation function, a
transformation table or a lookup table, may be deter-
mined e.g. empirically and may, as an example, be stored
in at least one data storage device of the mobile device,
e.g. by the software, specifically by the app downloaded
from an app store or the like.
[0039] The correlation, as will be outlined in further de-
tail below, generally may be determined by using empir-
ical or semi-empirical methods, also referred to as a
"training". The training, as an example, may comprise
performing a plurality of measurements transforming the
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color formation into analyte concentration values and
comparing the result with at least one known result and/or
by using other means of preference, such as the at least
one color reference card explained in further detail below.
As an example and as will be outlined in further detail
below, the training may also comprise the use of one or
more artificial neural networks. As an example, a plurality
of images may be used as input for one or more artificial
neural networks for determining the analyte concentra-
tion value, by using reference information, such as from
one or more color reference cards and/or from one or
more reference measurements for feedback. Other
means of training are also possible and generally known
to the skilled person, such as by using regression meth-
ods such as linear regression, e.g. for determining pa-
rameters of the correlation. As a result of the training, the
one or more parameters characterizing the correlation
may be obtained.
[0040] The method may further comprise the step of
displaying the analyte concentration value, such as on a
display of the mobile device. Additionally or alternatively,
the method may comprise storing the at least one analyte
concentration value in at least one data storage device
of the mobile device. Again additionally and alternatively,
the method may further comprise transmitting the at least
one analyte concentration value via at least one interface
and/or via at least one data transmission network, such
as to another computer, e.g. for further evaluation.
[0041] As further outlined above, step ii) comprises
providing, in the mobile device, at least one item of clear-
ance information, the at least one item of clearance in-
formation indicating a level of confidence for the corre-
lation. The at least one item of clearance information, as
an example, may be provided in an electronic format,
such as in at least one data storage device and/or via at
least one interface of the mobile device. The term "clear-
ance information" as used herein is a broad term and is
to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a per-
son of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to
a special or customized meaning. The term specifically
may refer, without limitation, to an arbitrary item of infor-
mation qualifying and/or quantifying the level of confi-
dence for the correlation. Therein, the term "level of con-
fidence" as used herein also is a broad term and is to be
given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person of
ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a special
or customized meaning. The term specifically may refer,
without limitation, to one item of information quantifying
the quality of the at least one correlation. Thus, as an
example, the at least one item of information may quan-
tify, such as statistically, the correctness of the transfor-
mation of the color formation of the test field into the an-
alyte concentration value by using the correlation. As an
example, for quantifying the correctness of the transfor-
mation, various means are generally known to the person
skilled in statistics, such as a correlation coefficient, a
standard deviation, an interval or a degree of uncertainty,
or the like. The at least one item of clearance information

indicates the level of confidence, such as by using one
or more numerical values, such as one or more Boolean
values and/or one or more digital values, such as "suffi-
cient" and "insufficient" or the like. As an example and
as will be outlined in further detail below, in case the at
least one level of confidence is above or below a prede-
termined threshold, the item of clearance information
may be set to a specific value. As an example, one or
more confidence threshold values may be used, wherein,
in case the level of confidence is above the confidence
threshold value, the item of clearance information may
be set to "sufficient", otherwise to "insufficient" or vice
versa.
[0042] Empirically or semi-empirically, the level of con-
fidence for the correlation may be determined by using
the correlation for transforming, for a plurality of test sam-
ples, the color formation of the test field for the respective
test samples into calculated analyte concentration values
and comparing these calculated analyte concentration
values with known analyte concentration values for the
respective test samples, such as known analyte concen-
tration values determined by reference measurements,
such as laboratory measurements. By statistical meth-
ods, such as regression methods, the level of confidence
may be determined, as the skilled person will recognize,
and may be quantified, e.g. by determining a standard
deviation or the like.
[0043] As outlined above, in step iii), in case the item
of clearance information indicates a sufficient level of
confidence for the correlation, the method comprises pro-
viding, by the mobile device, indication to a user that the
capturing of the at least one image does not require using
the color reference card. Thus, as an example, the mobile
device, specifically the at least one processor of the mo-
bile device, may be configured for evaluating the at least
one item of clearance information, such as by evaluating
whether the item of clearance information indicates a suf-
ficient or insufficient level of confidence for the correla-
tion. In case the at least one item of clearance information
indicates a sufficient level of confidence for the correla-
tion, an indication is provided to the user that the captur-
ing of the at least one image does not require using the
color reference card. Thus, as an example, by default,
the user may be required to use the color reference card.
However, as an example, in case the at least one item
of clearance information indicates an insufficient level of
confidence for the correlation, the method may simply
proceed, without providing indication to the user that the
capturing of the at least one image does not require cap-
turing of at least one image of at least one color reference
card. Otherwise, as outlined above, indication may be
provided to the user that the capturing of the at least one
image does not require capturing of at least one image
of the at least one color reference card.
[0044] As used herein, the term "color reference card"
as used herein is a broad term and is to be given its
ordinary and customary meaning to a person of ordinary
skill in the art and is not to be limited to a special or cus-
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tomized meaning. The term specifically may refer, with-
out limitation, to an arbitrary item having, disposed there-
in or disposed thereon, such as on at least one surface,
at least one color reference field having known color prop-
erties or optical properties, such as having one or more
colored fields having known color coordinates. As an ex-
ample, the color reference card may be a flat card com-
prising at least one substrate having, on at least one sur-
face and/or disposed therein, at least one color reference
field having known color coordinates. Alternatively, how-
ever, the color reference card may also fully or partially
be integrated into the optical test strip. The at least one
image of the at least one color reference card may fully
or partially be comprised by the above-mentioned image
of the at least one part of the optical test strip having the
test field. Thus, as an example, when capturing the at
least one image of the test field, the at least one color
reference card may be in the field of view of the camera
and, thus, at least a part of the color reference card may
be visible in the at least one image of the at least one
part of the test field. As an example, the optical test strip
may be placed on top of the color reference card, and/or
the color reference card may comprise one or more win-
dows, wherein the color reference card, with the one or
more windows, is placed on top of the optical test strip
such that the test field is visible through the window. Al-
ternatively, however, it is also possible to capture sepa-
rate images of the at least one test field and the color
reference card.
[0045] The use of the color reference card specifically
may allow for correcting camera specific or device spe-
cific changes in the at least one image of the color of the
test field. Thus, typically, cameras and/or mobile devices,
without notifying the user, apply one or more evaluation
or pre-evaluation algorithms to the image, such as gam-
ma corrections, which have to be taken into account when
evaluating the images and determining the at least one
analyte concentration value. By using the at least one
color reference card having known optical properties, the
mobile device may be set up for calibrating and/or cor-
recting the image, thus taking into account the internal
processes and/or properties of the camera and/or the
mobile device when or before determining the at least
one analyte concentration value. Further, ambient light
influences may be taken into account. Thus, in case the
at least one item of clearance information indicates that
the level of confidence for the correlation is insufficient,
the use of the at least one color reference card may pro-
vide additional confidence and/or correction to the meth-
od of determining the concentration, thereby increasing
the accuracy and/or reliability of the analyte concentra-
tion value. Still, in case the at least one item of clearance
information indicates a sufficient level of confidence, the
use of the at least one color reference card, which typi-
cally requires additional handling steps and/or additional
inconvenience for the user, may be obsolete and, thus,
may be left out. Thereby, the method allows for increasing
the accuracy if needed and in case the training of the

correlation has not been finished, yet, whereas, in case
the clearance information indicates a sufficient level of
confidence for the correlation and, thus, indicates that
the training has been finished, the transformation of the
color formation of the test field into the at least one analyte
concentration value may be performed without using the
color reference card.
[0046] The at least one item of clearance information
outlined above, may be provided in various ways. As an
example, the at least one item of clearance information
may be a variable which may be set, such as in a data
storage device of the mobile device, and/or which may
be provided to the mobile device, such as via at least one
wireless or at least one wire bound interface. Thus, as
an example, the at least one item of clearance information
may comprise at least one clearance information flag
having a state indicating an insufficient level of confi-
dence and a state indicating a sufficient level of confi-
dence. Thus, as an example, the at least one clearance
information flag may be or may comprise a binary variable
which may be set in accordance with the at least one
item of clearance information and/or with respect to the
sufficiency or insufficiency of the level of confidence for
the correlation.
[0047] The method may further comprise:
iv) if the item of clearance information indicates an insuf-
ficient level of confidence for the correlation, providing,
by the mobile device, indication to a user that the cap-
turing of the at least one image requires capturing of at
least one image of at least one color reference card.
[0048] Generally, the indication that the capturing of
the at least one image does require using the color ref-
erence card and/or the indication that the capturing of
the at least one image does not require using the color
reference card may be provided, by the mobile device,
on a display of the mobile device. Other means of indi-
cation, however, are also possible, such as audible indi-
cation or the like.
[0049] As outlined above, the at least one item of clear-
ance information specifically may be stored in a data stor-
age device of the mobile device. Thus, as an example,
the clearance information flag may be or may comprise
at least one variable, such as a binary variable, a bit, a
character or the like, which is stored in the at least one
data storage device of the mobile device. Similarly, the
at least one correlation for transforming color formation
of the test field into the analyte concentration value may
be stored in a data storage device of the mobile device,
such as the same data storage device used for storing
the at least one item of clearance information. Thus, as
an example, one or more parameters of the correlation,
such as for a linear correlation an offset parameter and/or
a slope parameter for transforming the at least one item
of color information into the at least one analyte concen-
tration value, may be stored in the data storage device.
[0050] The at least one correlation for transforming
color formation of the test field into the analyte concen-
tration specifically may comprise at least one of: an al-
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gorithm, a correlation matrix, a coding curve or a lookup
table. Thus, as outlined above, the correlation, as an ex-
ample, may comprise a coding curve such as a linear
correlation coding curve, e.g. a coding curve character-
ized by an offset and a slope, wherein at least one item
of color information derived from the image may be trans-
formed, by the linear transformation, into the at least one
analyte concentration value.
[0051] As an example, the algorithm may be based on
a virtual reference device approach. Thus, as an exam-
ple, a collective of several mobile devices, such as smart-
phones, may be used for generating a reference relative
remission. Based on the reference relative remission, as
an example, a slope and offset correction, such as a
smartphone specific slope and offset correction, may be
determined. The slope and offset correction may be used
for equalizing a behavior of more than one mobile device
in corrected relative remission. Based on the corrected
relative remission, a common code function and/or cod-
ing curve, such as a mathematical function describing a
relationship between corrective relative remission and
an analyte concentration, may be determined and/or de-
ducted.
[0052] The at least one correlation for transforming
color formation of the test field into the analyte concen-
tration may comprise a transformation of at least one item
of color information derived from the at least one image
into the analyte concentration. Thus, as outlined above,
the mobile device may be setup, such as by software
programming of the at least one processor, for deriving
at least one item of color information from the at least
one image, such as at least one color coordinate, such
as an R, G, or B coordinate. The at least one item of color
information may also indicate a change, such as by taking
into account color coordinates of the dry image as com-
pared to the wet image.
[0053] In a further aspect of the present invention, a
method of controlling analytical measurements is dis-
closed, the analytical measurements using at least one
mobile device having a camera. The method comprises
the following steps which, as an example, may be per-
formed in the given order. It shall be noted, however, that
a different order is also possible. Further, it is also pos-
sible to perform one or more of the method steps once
or repeatedly. Further, it is possible to perform two or
more of the method steps simultaneously or in a timely
overlapping fashion. The method may comprise further
method steps which are not listed.
[0054] The method comprises:

I.) a data collection process comprising:

a. carrying out a plurality of analytical measure-
ments, wherein the analytical measurements, at
least partly, comprise capturing images of at
least a part of an optical test strip having a test
field by using the camera and further comprise
capturing images of at least one color reference

card;
b. evaluating the plurality of analytical measure-
ments, thereby determining at least one corre-
lation, the correlation being configured for trans-
forming color formation of the test field into the
analyte concentration value without requiring
using the color reference card;
c. determining a level of confidence for the cor-
relation determined in step b.;
d. setting at least one item of clearance informa-
tion, the at least one item of clearance informa-
tion indicating the level of confidence for the cor-
relation; and

II.) performing the method of determining the con-
centration of an analyte in a bodily fluid according to
the present invention, such as disclosed in any one
of the embodiments described above and/or accord-
ing to any one of the embodiments described in fur-
ther detail below.

[0055] The term "method of controlling analytical
measurements" as used herein is a broad term and is to
be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person
of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a
special or customized meaning. The term specifically
may refer, without limitation, to any method which is suit-
ed for one or more of performing, optimizing, improving,
initiating, triggering or handling one or more analytical
measurements as defined above, wherein the at least
one analytical measurement comprises using the at least
one mobile device having the at least one camera.
[0056] The term "data collection process", which may
also be referred to as a "training process", a "data col-
lection period" or a "setup process", as used herein is a
broad term and is to be given its ordinary and customary
meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not
to be limited to a special or customized meaning. The
term specifically may refer, without limitation, to a proc-
ess which may take place over an extended period of
time, wherein during the process data is collected and
used for one or more purposes of controlling, such as for
one or more of improving the at least one analytical meas-
urement or optimizing the analytical measurement. As
an example and as will be outlined in further detail below,
the data collection process may comprise connecting in-
formation on the analytical measurement and making use
of this information for improving the level of confidence
for the correlation as mentioned above.
[0057] As outlined above, the data collection process
I.) comprises, in step a., carrying out a plurality of ana-
lytical measurements. As defined above, an analytical
measurement, also referred to as an "analyte measure-
ment", generally may refer, without limitation, to a quan-
titatively and/or qualitatively determination of at least one
analyte in an arbitrary sample or aliquot, specifically of
bodily fluid. For further options, reference may be made
to the definition given above. The analytical measure-
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ments of step a. or at least some of these analytical meas-
urements comprise capturing images of at least a part of
an optical test strip having a test field by using the camera
and further comprise capturing images of at least one
color reference card. Thus, the analytical measurements
during the data collection process or at least some of the
analytical measurements of the data collection process
comprise the above-described process of using the color
reference card. These analytical measurements may be
used as training measurements, for the purposes of the
data collection process. For details of the color reference
card as well as for possible options of using the color
reference card, reference may be made to the description
given above. Specifically, the images of the optical test
strip and the images of the color reference card may be
separate images or, alternatively, at least part of the color
reference card and at least part of the test field may be
visible in one and the same image, thereby e.g. forming
separate sub-images of one and the same image.
[0058] As further outlined above, step b. of the data
collection process comprises evaluating the plurality of
analytical measurements, specifically the training meas-
urements comprising the use of the color reference card,
thereby determining at least one correlation, the corre-
lation being configured for transforming color formation
of the test field into the analyte concentration value with-
out requiring using the color reference card. For possible
solutions and embodiments of the correlation, reference
may be made to the description of the method of deter-
mining an analyte given above. Further, for determining
the correlation, various options are available which also,
at least partially, are discussed above and which gener-
ally are known to the skilled person. Thus, generally, the
images of the at least one color reference card may pro-
vide for reference data, wherein the correlation may be
chosen such that a transformation of at least one item of
information derived from the images of at least the part
of the optical test strip having the test field into the analyte
concentration by using the correlation takes into account
the reference data, such as matching the reference data,
thereby allowing for future analytical measurements be-
ing performed by using the correlation, without using ref-
erence data derived from the color reference card.
[0059] In the data collection process of step b., infor-
mation derived from the images of the at least one color
reference card may be used as reference information.
Thus, as an example, from the images of the at least one
color reference card, color reference information may be
derived, such as for each of the analytical measurements
or at least for some of the plurality of the analytical meas-
urements of the data collection process. The color refer-
ence information derived from the images, as an exam-
ple, may provide for a standardized information, wherein
the color reference card, for example, has one or more
known colors and wherein at least one item of color ref-
erence information may be derived from the images.
Consequently, corresponding color reference informa-
tion derived from the corresponding images of the test

field may be compared with the color reference informa-
tion derived from the images of the color reference card,
which allows for correcting the changes in color which
are induced by the camera and/or the mobile device.
Thus, as an example, in case at least one item of color
information derived from the image of the test field is
equal to an item of color information derived from the
image of at least one color reference field of the color
reference card, and in case it is known that this color
reference field corresponds to a specific analyte concen-
tration of the analyte in the sample of the bodily fluid, a
specific correlation for transforming the color formation
of the test field, i.e. for transforming at least one item of
color information derived from the image of the test field,
into the analyte concentration value may be derived, such
as a conversion factor and/or a linear correlation and/or
another type of correlation, such as a mathematical re-
lationship, which translates the item of color information
of the image of the test field into the corresponding an-
alyte concentration value. As an example, regression
analysis may be used. Additionally or alternatively and
as will be outlined in further detail below, artificially neu-
ronal networks may be used. The correlation, thus, may
specifically be configured for transforming at least one
item of color information derived from the image of the
optical test strip having the test field into the analyte con-
centration value. Thus, as an example, the correlation
may be or may comprise one or more of a direct reference
color comparison, an interpolation and an absolute color
determination.
[0060] As further outlined above, in step c., a level of
confidence for the correlation determined in step b. is
determined. This level of confidence, as an example,
may, as discussed above, be derived by using statistical
analysis. Thus, as an example, from the evaluation of
the training analytical measurements of step a. and their
evaluation in step b., statistical analysis may be used for
deriving a degree of uncertainty for the correlation. As
an example, the standard deviation may be used or sim-
ilar values known to the skilled person to describe a de-
gree of uncertainty when using the correlation for trans-
forming the at least one item of color information into the
corresponding analytical concentration value, for exam-
ple when using regression analysis. Similar confidence
information may be derived when using artificially neu-
ronal networks and/or any other classification method,
such as decision tree, nearest neighbor or the like, for
determining the correlation.
[0061] As also discussed above, in step d., at least one
item of clearance information is set, the at least one item
of clearance information indicating the level of confidence
for the correlation derived in step b.. As an example, the
at least one item of clearance information simply may
indicate whether the level of confidence indicates a suf-
ficient confidence or an insufficient confidence, wherein,
as discussed above in the context of the method of de-
termining the concentration of the analyte in the bodily
fluid, the method of determining the concentration of the
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analyte may be performed without using the color refer-
ence card once a sufficient level of confidence has been
reached. As an example and as will be outlined in further
detail below, the at least one item of clearance informa-
tion may be set in accordance with a step function, where-
in, once the at least one item of clearance information
reaches at least one threshold value, the step function
changes from a level indicating an insufficient level of
confidence to a level indicating a sufficient level of con-
fidence or vice versa.
[0062] As further discussed above, the method of con-
trolling analytical measurements, besides the data col-
lection process and/or training process in step I.), also
comprises, in step II.), performing the method of deter-
mining the concentration of the analyte in the bodily fluid
in accordance with the present invention, i.e. according
to any one of the embodiments disclosed above and/or
in accordance with any one of the embodiments of this
method disclosed in further detail below. It shall be noted
that the training process in step I.) may partially be per-
formed outside the mobile device, whereas step II.) is
performed by using the mobile device. Thus, as an ex-
ample, specifically, one or more of steps b., c. or d. of
the training process of step I.) may fully or partially be
performed by at least one computer or computer system
separate from the mobile device. Thus, as an example,
the training data may be generated by using the mobile
device for performing step a., wherein the training data
or data derived thereof, including e.g. the images or at
least one item of information derived from the images
may be transmitted to at least one evaluating computer,
e.g. wirelessly, wherein one or more or all of steps b., c.
and d. are performed at least partially by the evaluating
computer. The at least one item of clearance information
may be transmitted back to the mobile device by the eval-
uating computer. Further, the correlation or information
characterizing the correlation may also be transmitted
from the evaluating computer back to the mobile device,
such as data characterizing an offset and/or a slope of a
linear correlation or the like. In parallel or alternatively,
however, the training measurements may also be fully
or partially evaluated by the mobile device itself, e.g. by
having the mobile device fully or partially performing one
or more of steps b., c. and d.
[0063] The training process of step I.) may precede the
active measurement process of step II.), i.e. before per-
forming step II.), a plurality of training samples may be
evaluated in step I.). Additionally or alternatively, howev-
er, the training may be performed iteratively, with one or
more iterations of step I.) being performed after having
performed step II.) at least once. Further, steps I.) and
II.) at least partially may make use of the same analytical
measurements, i.e. the analytical measurements of step
I.) a. at least partially may also function as analytical
measurements for the purpose of the method of deter-
mining the concentration of the analyte in step II.), which
allows for using "real" measurement data also for the
purpose of training, as long as the measurements com-

prise capturing images of the at least one color reference
card. As soon as the at least one item of clearance infor-
mation indicates a sufficient level of confidence for the
correlation, the training may be stopped or, alternatively,
such as in regular or irregular intervals, still training steps
may be performed, using a color reference card, such as
for improving the level of confidence of the correlation
and/or for checking for the level of confidence of the cor-
relation, such as in order to avoid and/or taking account
of degradation effects, electronic shifts or other changes
in the setup.
[0064] The analytical measurements carried out in
step a. all may be performed under the same measure-
ment conditions or may be performed under a variety of
different measurement conditions. Thus, as an example,
different measurement conditions such as different light-
ing conditions, different sample conditions, different tem-
peratures, different analyte concentrations or the like
may be used. These different measurement conditions
may help improving the correlation, such as by taking
into account factors other than the concentration of the
analyte in the sample of the bodily fluid, e.g. a hematocrit
value, sample temperature, lighting and the like. Specif-
ically when using artificially neuronal networks but also
when using other means of evaluation and determining
the correlation such as regression methods, these factors
other than the concentration of the analyte in the sample
of the bodily fluid may be taken into account, such that
the correlation is a function or a correlation taking into
account these factors.
[0065] As outlined above, in step b. the plurality of an-
alytical measurements of step a. are evaluated. This
evaluation, as outlined above, may make use of various
means, such as statistical analysis or the use of artificial
neural networks. Specifically, the evaluation may also
search for patterns or similarities in the images, in order
to take into account these patterns or similarities for gen-
erating the correlation. Thus, generally, step b. may com-
prise evaluating the images captured in step a., thereby
identifying similarities in at least some of the images, the
similarities referring to at least one of similar patterns or
similar variables, set similarities relating to specific con-
ditions of the analytical measurements. The specific con-
ditions of the analytical measurements may comprise,
as an example, at least one of: at least one specific an-
alyte concentration; at least one specific range of analyte
concentrations; at least one specific type of the mobile
device, e.g. at least one specific type of mobile phone;
at least one further information, such as a manufacturer,
a location, e.g. a geo-location, and a date, e.g. a date of
image capturing.
[0066] Correspondingly, the level of confidence may
also depend on the specific conditions of the analytical
measurements. Thus, the level of confidence, as an ex-
ample, may take into account factors such as specific
analyte concentrations or ranges of analyte concentra-
tions and/or the specific type of mobile phone. Addition-
ally or alternatively, however, the level of confidence may
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also be specific for certain lighting conditions or the like.
Thus, generally, the level of confidence determined in
step c. may be a specific level of confidence for at least
one of the specific conditions of the analytical measure-
ments, specifically for a specific type of the mobile phone.
As an example, several levels of confidence may be de-
termined, such as levels of confidence for different con-
ditions of the analytical measurements. As an example,
different levels of confidence may be determined for dif-
ferent ranges of the analyte concentration and/or differ-
ent levels of confidence may be determined for different
types of mobile devices. Thus, as an example, the level
of confidence for one type of mobile phone may be suf-
ficient, whereas for another type of mobile phone the level
may be insufficient, indicating the need for more training.
[0067] The identifying of similarities in at least some of
the images consequently may comprise identifying sim-
ilarities in groups of the images. Thus, as an example,
the evaluation in step b. may comprise grouping the an-
alytical measurements and/or the images, such as in ac-
cordance with specific features and/or in accordance with
other grouping criteria such as the conditions of the an-
alytical measurements and/or grouping criteria derived
from the images.
[0068] Step b. may comprise, as outlined above, using
at least one artificial neural network. The term "artificial
neural network" as used herein is a broad term and is to
be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person
of ordinary skill in the art and is not to be limited to a
special or customized meaning. The term specifically
may refer, without limitation, to a computer, a computer
system, a computer network or a computer program be-
ing capable of learning to perform one or more tasks by
considering one or more examples, such as without being
programmed with task-specific rules. Generally, the term
may refer to a system being capable of implementing a
deep learning process. Specifically, the at least one ar-
tificial neural network may comprise at least one self-
learning or machine-learning system. As an example, the
artificial neural network may comprise at least one input
layer having a plurality of nodes, at least one output layer
having a plurality of nodes and optionally one or more
hidden layers in between the input layer and the output
layer. The nodes between neighboring layers may be
interconnected by signal connections. The artificial neu-
ral network specifically may simulate the learning proc-
ess of the human brain. The at least one artificial neural
network specifically may be or may comprise at least one
convolutional neural network. As the skilled person will
appreciate, an artificial neural network specifically may
be used for identifying or analyzing images and/or for
identifying features or similarities in a plurality of images.
Consequently, as an example, the at least one artificial
neural network may be used for identifying the similarities
in at least some of the images. The similarities specifically
may refer to at least one of: similar patterns, similar var-
iables, similarities relating to specific conditions of the
analytical measurements.

[0069] As outlined above, several means for setting
the at least one item of clearance information may gen-
erally be possible, such as using comparisons with at
least one threshold value and/or applying at least one
step function. Thus, as an example, step d. may comprise
comparing the level of confidence with at least one pre-
determined threshold value, specifically a predetermined
minimum value, and, based on the comparison, setting
the at least one item of clearance information to a value
indicating an insufficient level of confidence for measure-
ments without using the color reference card or a suffi-
cient level of confidence for measurements without using
the color reference card, respectively.
[0070] In a further aspect of the present invention, a
mobile device is disclosed, the mobile device having at
least one camera, and the mobile device being config-
ured for performing the method of determining a concen-
tration of an analyte in a bodily fluid according to the
present invention, such as according to any one of the
embodiments disclosed above and/or according to any
one of the embodiments disclosed in further detail below.
Specifically, the mobile device may comprise at least one
processor. The term "processor" as used herein is a
broad term and is to be given its ordinary and customary
meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art and is not
to be limited to a special or customized meaning. The
term specifically may refer, without limitation, to an arbi-
trary logic circuitry configured for performing basic oper-
ations of a computer or system, and/or, generally, to a
device which is configured for performing calculations or
logic operations. In particular, the processor may be con-
figured for processing basic instructions that drive the
computer or system. As an example, the processor may
comprise at least one arithmetic logic unit (ALU), at least
one floating-point unit (FPU), such as a math coproces-
sor or a numeric coprocessor, a plurality of registers, spe-
cifically registers configured for supplying operands to
the ALU and storing results of operations, and a memory,
such as an L1 and L2 cache memory. In particular, the
processor may be a multi-core processor. Specifically,
the processor may be or may comprise a central process-
ing unit (CPU). Additionally or alternatively, the processor
may be or may comprise a microprocessor, thus specif-
ically the processor’s elements may be contained in one
single integrated circuitry (IC) chip. Additionally or alter-
natively, the processor may be or may comprise one or
more application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs)
and/or one or more field-programmable gate arrays (FP-
GAs) and/or one or more tensor processing unit (TPU)
and/or one or more chip, such as a dedicated machine
learning optimized chip, or the like.
[0071] The processor specifically may be configured,
such as by software programming, for performing and/or
supporting the method steps of the method. Specifically,
the processor may be configured for supporting the cap-
turing of the at least one image of the at least one part
of the optical test strip having the test field by using the
camera. The processor may further be configured for de-
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termining at least one analyte concentration value from
color formation of the test field, such as by evaluating the
image, deriving at least one item of information from the
image and by transforming the at least one item of infor-
mation into the at least one analyte concentration value.
The processor specifically may further be configured for
supporting one or more or all of steps i), ii) and iii) of the
method, such as for providing and/or receiving the cor-
relation, such as for providing answers or receiving the
at least one item of clearance information and for evalu-
ating the at least one item of clearance information as
well as for further providing the indication to the user that
the capturing of the at least one image does not require
using a color reference card. The processor may further
be configured for supporting sample application to the
test strip, such as by providing user guidance, e.g. in a
visual format and stuff or in an audible format. The proc-
essor may further be configured for supporting the cap-
turing of the at least one image, e.g. by automatically
detecting the test strip or a part thereof in a field of view
and/or by prompting the user to capture the image.
[0072] In a further aspect of the present invention, a
system for controlling analytical measurements is dis-
closed. The system comprises at least one mobile device
having at least one camera. The system further is con-
figured for carrying out the method of controlling analyt-
ical measurements using the at least one mobile device
according to the present invention, such as according to
any one of the embodiments disclosed above and/or ac-
cording to any one of the embodiments disclosed in fur-
ther detail below. Thus, the system generally may com-
prise a plurality of components configured for interacting.
Thus, besides the at least one mobile device, the system
specifically may comprise at least one evaluation device
configured for performing at least steps b., c. and d.. The
evaluation device, for example, may be connected to the
mobile device, specifically in a wireless fashion, such as
via the Internet and/or via a wireless communications
network. The evaluation device, as an example, may
comprise one or more of a computer and a computer
system, such as one or more of a server, a server system
or a cloud-based server or server system, which is con-
figured, by software programming, for performing at least
steps b., c. and d.. The evaluation device may further be
configured for receiving, specifically wirelessly, results
generated in step a., such as the images and/or parts
thereof and/or at least one item of information derived
from the images, such as at least one item of color infor-
mation and/or at least one analytical measurement value
derived thereof. In turn, the evaluation device may further
be configured for transmitting the at least one item of
clearance information to the mobile device, e.g. in a wire-
less fashion. For receiving and transmitting, the evalua-
tion device may comprise at least one receiver and/or at
least one transmitter.
[0073] The evaluation device specifically may be sep-
arate from the mobile device, such as remote from the
mobile device. The evaluation device, as outlined above,

specifically may be configured for communicating with
the mobile device, specifically in a wireless fashion. The
evaluation device may comprise at least one of: a server
device and a cloud-based evaluation device. The evalu-
ation device specifically may be configured for transmit-
ting the at least one item of clearance information to the
mobile device.
[0074] In further aspects of the present invention, com-
puter programs and computer-readable storage media
are disclosed which fully or partially support or perform
the methods according to the present invention, i.e. one
or both of the method of determining the concentration
of an analyte and/or the method of controlling analytical
measurements, e.g. in one or more of the embodiments
disclosed above and/or in one or more of the embodi-
ments disclosed in further detail below. Thus, in a further
aspect, a computer program comprising instructions
which, when the program is executed by a mobile device
having a camera, specifically by a processor of the mobile
device, cause the mobile device to carry out the method
of determining the concentration of an analyte in a bodily
fluid according to the present invention, such as accord-
ing to any one of the embodiments disclosed above
and/or according to any one of the embodiments dis-
closed in further detail below. Similarly, a computer-read-
able storage medium comprising instructions which,
when executed by a mobile device having a camera, spe-
cifically by a processor of the mobile device, cause the
mobile device to carry out the method of determining the
concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid according to
the present invention, such as according to any one of
the embodiments disclosed above and/or according to
any one of the embodiments disclosed in further detail
below. Further, a computer program is disclosed, com-
prising instructions which, when the program is executed
by the system for controlling analytical measurements
according to the present invention, such as according to
any one of the embodiments disclosed above and/or ac-
cording to any one of the embodiments disclosed in fur-
ther detail below, cause the system to carry out the meth-
od of controlling analytical measurements according to
the present invention, such as according to any one of
the embodiments disclosed above and/or according to
any one of the embodiments disclosed in further detail
below. Similarly, a computer-readable storage medium
is disclosed, comprising instructions which, when exe-
cuted by the system for controlling analytical measure-
ments according to the present invention, such as ac-
cording to any one of the embodiments disclosed above
and/or according to any one of the embodiments dis-
closed in further detail below, cause the system to carry
out the method of controlling analytical measurements
according to the present invention, such as according to
any one of the embodiments disclosed above and/or ac-
cording to any one of the embodiments disclosed in fur-
ther detail below.
[0075] As used herein, the term "computer-readable
storage medium" specifically may refer to a non-transi-
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tory data storage means, such as a hardware storage
medium having stored thereon computer-executable in-
structions. The computer-readable data carrier or stor-
age medium specifically may be or may comprise a stor-
age medium such as a random-access memory (RAM)
and/or a read-only memory (ROM).
[0076] The computer program may also be embodied
as a computer program product. As used herein, a com-
puter program product may refer to the program as a
tradable product. The product may generally exist in an
arbitrary format, such as in a paper format, or on a com-
puter-readable data carrier and/or on a computer-read-
able storage medium. Specifically, the computer pro-
gram product may be distributed over a data network.
[0077] The methods and devices according to the
present invention provide a large number of advantages
over similar methods and devices known in the art. Thus,
compared to methods and devices known in the art, the
methods and devices as described herein may increase
measurement flexibility and handling. Specifically, meas-
urement flexibility and handling may be increased by al-
lowing a vast number of mobile devices to be used for
analyte measurement determination and controlling. The
vast number of mobile devices that the present invention
may allow to be used for analytical measurements may
even be a growing number of mobile devices due to on-
going releases, such as ongoing releases of new smart-
phones. In particular, the methods and devices according
to the present invention may allow the use of these mobile
devices by performing a training process, for example
generating training data. In particular, generating training
data while performing the analyte measurements may
be preferable to complex and time consuming dedicated
studies for generating training data in a laboratory envi-
ronment.
[0078] Further, the present methods and devices, e.g.
by using a reference card, may increase measurement
safety over known methods and devices. Specifically,
using the reference card according to the present inven-
tion, e.g. generating reference card measurement data,
may be used for training an artificial neural network, such
as an image based neural net. Thus, analytical meas-
urements according to the present invention may be safer
than measurement known from the art, e.g. by allowing
methods and devices to be adapted to real circumstanc-
es and conditions, such as to smartphone specific and
scene specific aspects.
[0079] Moreover, measurement performance may be
enhanced by the present methods and devices, due to
allowing, e.g. after an initial data collection process, de-
termining an analyte measurement concentration inde-
pendent of the reference card. Thus, the reference card
may no longer be required as soon as enough data may
have been collected and/or the artificial network may be
trained. A simplicity of no longer requiring the reference
card for determining the analyte concentration, may fur-
ther improve user handling.
[0080] Summarizing and without excluding further pos-

sible embodiments, the following embodiments may be
envisaged:

Embodiment 1: A method of determining a concen-
tration of an analyte in a bodily fluid, the method com-
prising using a mobile device having a camera,
wherein the method comprises capturing at least one
image of at least a part of an optical test strip having
a test field by using the camera, and wherein the
method further comprises determining at least one
analyte concentration value from color formation of
the test field, wherein the method comprises:

i) providing, in the mobile device, at least one
correlation for transforming color formation of
the test field into the analyte concentration val-
ue;
ii) providing, in the mobile device, at least one
item of clearance information, the at least one
item of clearance information indicating a level
of confidence for the correlation; and
iii) if the item of clearance information indicates
a sufficient level of confidence for the correla-
tion, providing, by the mobile device (112), indi-
cation to a user that the capturing of the at least
one image does not require using the color ref-
erence card.

Embodiment 2: The method according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the at least one item
of clearance information comprises a clearance in-
formation flag having a state indicating an insufficient
level of confidence and a state indicating a sufficient
level of confidence.

Embodiment 3: The method according to any one of
the preceding embodiments, wherein the method
further comprises:
iv) if the item of clearance information indicates an
insufficient level of confidence for the correlation,
providing, by the mobile device (112), indication to
a user that the capturing of the at least one image
requires capturing of at least one image of at least
one color reference card.

Embodiment 4: The method according to any one of
the preceding embodiments, wherein the indication
is provided, by the mobile device, on a display of the
mobile device.

Embodiment 5: The method according to any one of
the preceding embodiments, wherein the at least one
item of clearance information is stored in a data stor-
age device of the mobile device.

Embodiment 6: The method according to any one of
the preceding embodiments, wherein the at least one
correlation for transforming color formation of the test
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field into the analyte concentration value is stored in
a data storage device of the mobile device.

Embodiment 7: The method according to any one of
the preceding embodiments, wherein the at least one
correlation for transforming color formation of the test
field into the analyte concentration comprises at least
one of an algorithm, a correlation matrix, a coding
curve or a lookup table.

Embodiment 8: The method according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the at least one cor-
relation for transforming color formation of the test
field into the analyte concentration comprises a
transformation of at least one item of color informa-
tion derived from the at least one image into the an-
alyte concentration.

Embodiment 9: A method of controlling analytical
measurements using at least one mobile device hav-
ing a camera, the method comprising:

I.) a data collection process comprising:

a. carrying out a plurality of analytical meas-
urements, wherein the analytical measure-
ments, at least partly, comprise capturing
images of at least a part of an optical test
strip having a test field by using the camera
and further comprise capturing images of at
least one color reference card;
b. evaluating the plurality of analytical
measurements, thereby determining at
least one correlation, the correlation being
configured for transforming color formation
of the test field into the analyte concentra-
tion value without requiring using the color
reference card;
c. determining a level of confidence for the
correlation determined in step b.;
d. setting at least one item of clearance in-
formation, the at least one item of clearance
information indicating the level of confi-
dence for the correlation; and

II.) performing the method of determining the
concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid ac-
cording to any one of the preceding embodi-
ments.

Embodiment 10: The method according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the analytical meas-
urements carried out in step a. at least partially are
carried out under a variety of different measurement
conditions.

Embodiment 11: The method according to any one
of the two preceding embodiments, wherein step b.

comprises evaluating the images captured in step
a., thereby identifying similarities in at least some of
the images, the similarities specifically referring to
at least one of similar patterns, similar variables, sim-
ilarities relating to specific conditions of the analytical
measurements.

Embodiment 12: The method according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the specific conditions
of the analytical measurements comprise at least
one of: at least one specific analyte concentration;
at least one specific range of analyte concentrations;
at least one specific type of the mobile device; at
least one further information, such as a manufactur-
er, a location, e.g. a geo-location, and a date, e.g. a
date of image capturing.

Embodiment 13: The method according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the level of confidence
determined in step c. is a specific level of confidence
for at least one of the specific conditions of the an-
alytical measurements, specifically for a specific
type of the mobile device.

Embodiment 14: The method according to any one
of the three preceding embodiments, wherein the
identifying of similarities in at least some of the im-
ages comprises identifying similarities in groups of
the images.

Embodiment 15: The method according to any one
of the six preceding embodiments, wherein step b.
comprises using an artificial neural network, specif-
ically for identifying the similarities in at least some
of the images, the similarities referring to at least one
of similar patterns or similar variables, set similarities
relating to specific conditions of the analytical meas-
urements.

Embodiment 16: The method according to any one
of the seven preceding embodiments, wherein step
d. comprises comparing the level of confidence with
a predetermined threshold value, specifically a pre-
determined minimum value, and, based on the com-
parison, setting the at least one item of clearance
information to a value indicating an insufficient level
of confidence for measurements without using the
color reference card or a sufficient level of confi-
dence for measurements without using the color ref-
erence card, respectively.

Embodiment 17: A mobile device having at least one
camera, the mobile device being configured for per-
forming the method of determining a concentration
of an analyte in a bodily fluid according to any one
of embodiments 1 to 8.

Embodiment 18: The mobile device according to the
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preceding embodiment, wherein the mobile device
further comprises at least one processor.

Embodiment 19: A system for controlling analytical
measurements, the system comprising at least one
mobile device having at least one camera, the sys-
tem being configured for carrying out the method ac-
cording to any one of embodiments 9 to 16.

Embodiment 20: The system according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the system comprises
at least one evaluation device configured for per-
forming at least steps b., c. and d.

Embodiment 21: The system according to the pre-
ceding embodiment, wherein the evaluation device
is separate from the mobile device and is configured
for communicating with the mobile device.

Embodiment 22: The system according to any one
of the two preceding embodiments, wherein the eval-
uation device comprises at least one of a server de-
vice and a cloud-based evaluation device.

Embodiment 23: The system according to any one
of the three preceding embodiments, wherein the
evaluation device is configured for transmitting the
at least one item of clearance information to the mo-
bile device.

Embodiment 24: A computer program comprising in-
structions which, when the program is executed by
a mobile device having a camera, specifically by a
processor of the mobile device, cause the mobile
device to carry out the method of any one of embod-
iments 1 to 8.

Embodiment 25: A computer-readable storage me-
dium comprising instructions which, when executed
by a mobile device having a camera, specifically by
a processor of the mobile device, cause the mobile
device to carry out the method of any one of the
embodiments 1 to 8.

Embodiment 26: A computer program comprising in-
structions which, when the program is executed by
the system according to any one of embodiments 19
to 23, cause the system to carry out the method of
any one of embodiments 9 to 16.

Embodiment 27: A computer-readable storage me-
dium comprising instructions which, when executed
by the system according to any one of embodiments
19 to 23, cause the system to carry out the method
of any one of embodiments 9 to 16.

Short description of the Figures

[0081] Further optional features and embodiments will
be disclosed in more detail in the subsequent description
of embodiments, preferably in conjunction with the de-
pendent claims. Therein, the respective optional features
may be realized in an isolated fashion as well as in any
arbitrary feasible combination, as the skilled person will
realize. The scope of the invention is not restricted by
the preferred embodiments. The embodiments are sche-
matically depicted in the Figures. Therein, identical ref-
erence numbers in these Figures refer to identical or func-
tionally comparable elements.
[0082] In the Figures:

Figure 1 shows embodiments of a system for
controlling analytical measurements
and a mobile device in a perspective
view;

Figures 2 and 3 show flow charts of different embod-
iments of a method of determining a
concentration of an analyte in a bod-
ily fluid;

Figure 4 shows a flow chart of an embodiment
of a method of controlling analytical
measurements;

Figure 5 shows influencing factors on a meth-
od of determining a concentration of
an analyte in a bodily fluid;

Figure 6 shows a flow chart of an embodiment
of a method of controlling analytical
measurements; and

Figure 7 shows a flow chart of a part of a meth-
od of controlling analytical measure-
ments.

Detailed description of the embodiments

[0083] In Figure 1 embodiments of a system 110 for
controlling analytical measurements and a mobile device
112 are illustrated in a perspective view. The mobile de-
vice 112 has at least one camera 114. Further, the mobile
device 112 is configured for performing a method 116 of
determining a concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid.
The method 116 of determining a concentration of an
analyte in a bodily fluid may also be referred to as deter-
mination method 116. The determination method 116 will
be described with reference to exemplary embodiments
shown in flowcharts illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. The
system 110 comprises the at least one mobile device 112
having the at least one camera 114. The system 110 is
further configured for carrying out a method 118 of con-
trolling analytical measurements. The method 118 of
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controlling analytical measurements may also be re-
ferred to as controlling method 118. The controlling meth-
od 118 will be described with reference to exemplary em-
bodiments shown in flowcharts illustrated in Figures 4
and 6.
[0084] The system 110 may further comprise at least
one evaluation device 120. The evaluation device 120
may specifically be separate from the mobile device 112
and may be configured for communicating with the mo-
bile device 112, illustrated in Figure 1 by two arrows point-
ing in opposite directions. In particular, at least one item
of clearance information may be transmitted by the eval-
uation device 120 to the mobile device 112. As an exam-
ple, the evaluation device 120 may comprise at least one
of a server device 130 and a cloud-based evaluation de-
vice 132. The mobile device may further comprise at least
one processor 122. The processor 122 may specifically
support an image acquisition of the mobile device 112,
such as a capturing of images of at least a part of an
optical test strip 124 having a test field 126. Further illus-
trated in Figure 1 is a color reference card 128.
[0085] The method 116 of determining a concentration
of an analyte in a bodily fluid comprises using a mobile
device 112 having a camera 114. The method 116 further
comprises capturing at least one image of at least a part
of an optical test strip 124 having a test field 126 by using
the camera 114. The method 116 further comprises de-
termining at least one analyte concentration value from
color formation of the test field 126. Furthermore, the
method 116 comprises the following steps, which may
specifically be performed in the given order. Still, a dif-
ferent order may also be possible. It may be possible to
perform two or more of the method steps fully or partially
simultaneously. It may further be possible to perform one,
more than one or even all of the method steps once or
repeatedly. The method 116 may comprise additional
method steps that are not listed. The method steps of
the method 116 are the following:

i) (denoted with reference number 134) providing, in
the mobile device 112, at least one correlation for
transforming color formation of the test field 126 into
the analyte concentration value;
ii) (denoted with reference number 136) providing,
in the mobile device 112, at least one item of clear-
ance information, the at least one item of clearance
information indicating a level of confidence for the
correlation; and
iii) (denoted with reference number 138) if the item
of clearance information indicates a sufficient level
of confidence for the correlation, providing, by the
mobile device 112, indication to a user that the cap-
turing of the at least one image does not require using
the color reference card 128.

[0086] Further, as exemplarily illustrated in Figure 3,
the method 116 may comprise a branching point 140.
The branching point 140 may indicate a condition query,

such as deciding between a first branch 142 and a second
branch 144. For example, the condition query may make
use of the item of clearance information. The item of
clearance information may, for example, comprise a
clearance information flag having a state indicating an
insufficient level of confidence and a state indicating a
sufficient level of confidence. Thus, the item of clearance
information may comprise Boolean information, such as
"sufficient" ("y") or "insufficient" ("n"). As an example, the
first branch 142 may indicate an insufficient level of con-
fidence and may lead to step iv) (denoted with reference
number 146) if the item of clearance information indicates
an insufficient level of confidence for the correlation, pro-
viding, by the mobile device 112, indication to a user that
the capturing of the at least one image requires capturing
of at least one image of at least one color reference card
128. The second branch 144 indicates a sufficient level
of confidence and, thus, leads to step iii) 138.
[0087] The method 118 of controlling analytical meas-
urements using at least one mobile device 112 having a
camera 114 comprises the following steps, which may
specifically be performed in the given order. Still, a dif-
ferent order may also be possible. It may be possible to
perform two or more of the method steps fully or partially
simultaneously. It may further be possible to perform one,
more than one or even all of the method steps once or
repeatedly. The method 118 may comprise additional
method steps that are not listed. The method steps of
the method 118 are the following:

I.) (denoted with reference number 148) a data col-
lection process comprising:

a. (denoted with reference number 150) carrying
out a plurality of analytical measurements,
wherein the analytical measurements, at least
partly, comprise capturing images of at least a
part of an optical test strip 124 having a test field
126 by using the camera 114 and further com-
prise capturing images of at least one color ref-
erence card 128;
b. (denoted with reference number 152) evalu-
ating the plurality of analytical measurements,
thereby determining at least one correlation, the
correlation being configured for transforming
color formation of the test field 126 into the an-
alyte concentration value without requiring using
the color reference card 128;
c. (denoted with reference number 154) deter-
mining a level of confidence for the correlation
determined in step b.;
d. (denoted with reference number 156) setting
at least one item of clearance information, the
at least one item of clearance information indi-
cating the level of confidence for the correlation;
and

II.) performing the method 116 of determining the
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concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid.

[0088] In particular, step b. may comprise using an ar-
tificial neural network, specifically for identifying similar-
ities in at least some of the images. Specifically, the sim-
ilarities may refer to at least one of similar patterns or
similar variables. In detail, the similarities may relate to
specific conditions of the analytical measurements. The
analytical measurement, specifically the method of de-
termining a concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid,
may be subjected to various influencing factors, as ex-
emplarily illustrated in Figure 5. External factors 158 that
may influence the analytical measurement may be or
may comprise handling aspects 160, sample variables
162 and further external variables 164. As an example,
handling aspects 160 may be or may comprise a temporal
aspect, e.g. a timing, and an angular or spatial orienta-
tion, e.g. an angular or spatial orientation of the optical
test strip 124 and the camera 114. Sample variables 162,
for example, may be or may comprise characteristics of
the sample influencing the analytical measurement, such
as hematocrit (hct), blood volume and interferences,
such as maltose or the like. Further external variables
164 may, for example, comprise temperature and humid-
ity.
[0089] Further influencing factors may affect the ana-
lytical measurement by occurring or interfering when cap-
turing the at least one image, for example in steps iii) 138
and a. 150. In particular, the capturing of the at least one
image, for example in order to retrieve RGB data 165 of
the image, may comprise at least two sub-steps, such
as an image acquisition 166 and an image processing
168, which, for example, may be affected by different
influencing factors. Thus, as an example, the image ac-
quisition 166 may be influenced by properties or charac-
teristics of the mobile device 112, e.g. of a smartphone,
such as by camera setting variables 170, e.g. exposure
time, ISO settings, RGGB gains or the like, and by optical
variables 172 that may include sensor setting, such as
aperture, focal length, reproduction scale, pixel resolu-
tion and sensor type, e.g. a Bayer sensor. Further, the
image acquisition 166 may be influenced by image scene
variables 174, such as ambient light, e.g. an intensity
and/or a spectral distribution, a background, e.g. back-
ground lighting or color, and an optical test strip 124 to
background ratio, e.g. a pixel ratio between pixels rep-
resenting the optical test strip 124 and pixels represent-
ing the background. Properties or characteristics of the
mobile device 112 that may influence the image process-
ing 168 may be or may comprise tone mapping 176, color
transformation matrix 178 and demosaicing 180.
[0090] In Figure 6, a flow chart of an embodiment of a
method of controlling analytical measurements is illus-
trated. Therein, as an example, a black point or circle in
the upper left corner of the Figure 6 illustrates a starting
point of the method 118 of controlling analytical meas-
urements. As exemplarily illustrated in Figure 6, the
method 118 may start with branching point 140 deciding

between the second branch 144 that may indicate the
clearance information flag having a state indicating a
"sufficient" ("y") level of confidence and may lead to step
iii) 138. Subsequently, a capturing 182 of at least one
image of at least a part of an optical test strip 124 having
a test field 126 by using the camera 114 may be per-
formed without requiring using the color reference card
128. Step 182 may specifically be followed by determin-
ing 184 at least one analyte concentration value from
color formation of the test field 126.
[0091] The first branch 142 may indicate the clearance
information flag having a state indicating an "insufficient"
("n") level of confidence and may lead to a next branching
point 186 deciding between a first branch 188 and a sec-
ond branch 190. The first branch 142 may be the "default"
branch or default setting, such that the user, by default,
may be required to use the color reference card 128. The
branching point 186 may comprise a check of cloud ac-
cess 186, such as a determination whether the mobile
device 112 may have access to data collected in the data
collection process I.) 148, for example stored on a cloud-
based evaluation device 132, or not. Thus, the first
branch 188 may indicate "cloud access" ("y") and may
lead to a further branching point 192 deciding between
a first branch 194 and a second branch 196 on whether
the data collected in the data collection process I.) 148
indicates a "sufficient" ("y") or "insufficient" ("n") level of
confidence. Specifically the query 192 may comprise a
strip only clearance check for the mobile device 112, such
as by determining if the level of confidence determined
in step c. 154 is sufficient or insufficient. As illustrated,
the first branch 194 may indicate a "sufficient" ("y") level
of confidence and may thus, lead to a step of setting 198
the clearance information flag to a state indicating a suf-
ficient level of confidence and may subsequently lead to
performing the method 116, specifically to step iii) 138,
as described above. The second branch 190 may indi-
cate "no cloud access". The second branch 196 may in-
dicate the data collected in the data collection process
I.) 148 to indicate an "insufficient" level of confidence.
[0092] Both, the second branch 190 and the second
branch 196 may lead to step iv) 146. Thus, for both cases,
e.g. for the case of the mobile device 112 being consid-
ered to have "no cloud access" and for the case of the
data collected in the data collection process I.) 148 indi-
cating an "insufficient" level of confidence, the outcome
may be the same. Specifically, the method 116 of deter-
mining the concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid
may be performed, wherein the capturing 182 of the at
least one image of at least a part of an optical test strip
124 having a test field 126 by using the camera 114 re-
quires using the at least one reference card 128. Again,
step 182 may be followed by determining 184 at least
one analyte concentration value from color formation of
the test field 126. In particular, the performing of method
116, wherein capturing 182 of the at least one image
requires capturing of at least one image of at least one
color reference card 128, may further comprise storing
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200 measurement details, such as meta data, e.g. imag-
es, at least one intermediate step and at least one smart-
phone meta data. In detail, the at least one intermediate
step may specifically be or may comprise an intensity
correction, a color correction and a color reference card
quality check. Further, the at least one smartphone meta
data may be or may comprise information on a smart-
phone used for capturing the at least one image, such
as a manufacturer, a model type, automatic settings, e.g.
used auto setting, and hardware information. The meas-
urement details may be used in the data collection proc-
ess I.) 148, specifically in step b. 152, as is exemplarily
illustrated by the arrow in Figure 6 pointing from method
116 to step I.) 148. As an example, measurement details
from various measurements, for example using different
embodiments of color reference cards 128, may be used.
[0093] In Figure 7, a flow chart of a part of a method
118 of controlling analytical measurements is illustrated.
Specifically, details on step I.) 148 are illustrated. Again,
the black point or circle in the upper left corner of the
Figure 7 illustrates a starting point. Firstly, on an evalu-
ation device 120, the collected data may be clustered or
sorted (denoted with reference number 202) according
to the mobile device 112 used for generating the specific
collected data, such as according to phone model type.
Subsequently, for each mobile device 112, e.g. for each
phone model type, an intensity information may be clus-
tered or sorted (denoted with reference number 204).
Further, for each intensity information and each mobile
device 112, e.g. for each intensity information and each
smartphone, a color information may be clustered or sort-
ed (denoted with reference number 206). Specifically,
the clustered intensity information and color information
may be suited for revealing ambient lighting and image
recording information specific for the respective mobile
device 112 (denoted with reference number 208). As an
example, an ambient lighting and image recording black
box for each smartphone may be revealed respectively.
[0094] Further, the clustered data may be subjected to
a branching point 210 deciding, based on a quantity of
the clustered data, between a first branch 212 and a sec-
ond branch 214. Specifically, the amount of data for each
cluster may be checked, deciding on whether the amount
of data is "enough" ("y") or "not enough" ("n").
[0095] Specifically, artificial neural networks (ANN)
may be used, such as for image analysis. In principle, an
optical and/or colormetric test strip algorithm may be
based on using an ANN. However, in order to train an
image-based neural net like e.g. any type of convolutional
neural net (CNN), enough data, such as more than a
predetermined threshold amount of data, should be avail-
able, for example data covering a plurality of circum-
stances, such as blood glucose values for a plurality of
influencing factors, e.g. independently and combined.
Thus, the second branch 214 indicating the amount of
data to be "not enough" may lead to aborting the method
(denoted with reference number 216).
[0096] If the amount of data is considered to be

"enough", e.g. deciding on the first branch 212, the CNN
may be trained according to the clustered data (denoted
with reference number 218). Subsequently, CNN quality
may be validated with separate test data (denoted with
reference number 220). Subsequently, a performance of
the neural net, such as the CNN, may be subjected to
another condition query or branching point 222, wherein
the performance of the neural net, e.g. of the CNN, may
be validated. A passed validation may lead to step 198
of setting the clearance information flag to a state indi-
cating a sufficient level of confidence. In case the valida-
tion is not passed, again, the method may be aborted 216.
[0097] As an example, available reference card meas-
urement data from any reference card based app release
may be used to partially train an image based neural net.
In particular, reference card data may be reused for train-
ing smartphone specific aspects as well as scene specific
aspects.

List of reference numbers

[0098]

110 system
112 mobile device
114 camera
116 determination method
118 controlling method
120 evaluation device
122 processor
124 optical test strip
126 test field
128 color reference card
130 server device
132 cloud-based evaluation device
134 step i)
136 step ii)
138 step iii)
140 branching point
142 first branch
144 second branch
146 step iv)
148 step I.)
150 step a.
152 step b.
154 step c.
156 step d.
158 external factors
160 handling aspect
162 sample variable
164 external variable
165 RGB data of image
166 image acquisition
168 image processing
170 camera setting variable
172 optical variable
174 image scene variables
176 tone mapping
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178 color transformation matrix
180 demosaicing
182 capturing at least one image of at least a part of

an optical test strip having a test field by using
the camera

184 determining at least one analyte concentration
value from color formation of the test field

186 branching point - check of cloud access
188 first branch indicating "cloud access"
190 second branch indicating "no cloud access"
192 branching point
194 first branch indicating "sufficient" level of confi-

dence
196 second branch indicating "insufficient" level of

confidence
198 setting the clearance information flag to a state

indicating a sufficient level of confidence
200 storing measurement details
202 clustering collected data according to mobile de-

vice
204 clustering intensity information
206 clustering color information
208 revealing ambient lighting and image recording

information
210 branching point - check amount of data
212 first branch indicating "enough"
214 second branch indicating "not enough"
216 aborting the method
218 train convolutional neural net according to the

clustered data
220 validate neural net quality with separate test data
222 branching point - validation

Claims

1. A method of determining a concentration of an ana-
lyte in a bodily fluid, the method comprising using a
mobile device (112) having a camera (114), wherein
the method comprises capturing at least one image
of at least a part of an optical test strip (124) having
a test field (126) by using the camera (114), and
wherein the method further comprises determining
at least one analyte concentration value from color
formation of the test field (126), wherein the method
comprises:

i) providing, in the mobile device (112), at least
one correlation for transforming color formation
of the test field (126) into the analyte concentra-
tion value;
ii) providing, in the mobile device (112), at least
one item of clearance information, the at least
one item of clearance information indicating a
level of confidence for the correlation; and
iii) if the item of clearance information indicates
a sufficient level of confidence for the correla-
tion, providing, by the mobile device (112), indi-

cation to a user that the capturing of the at least
one image does not require using the color ref-
erence card (128).

2. The method according to the preceding claim,
wherein the at least one item of clearance informa-
tion comprises a clearance information flag having
a state indicating an insufficient level of confidence
and a state indicating a sufficient level of confidence.

3. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the method further comprises:
iv) if the item of clearance information indicates an
insufficient level of confidence for the correlation,
providing, by the mobile device (112), indication to
a user that the capturing of the at least one image
requires capturing of at least one image of at least
one color reference card (128).

4. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the at least one correlation for trans-
forming color formation of the test field (126) into the
analyte concentration comprises a transformation of
at least one item of color information derived from
the at least one image into the analyte concentration.

5. A method of controlling analytical measurements us-
ing at least one mobile device (112) having a camera
(114), the method comprising:

I.) a data collection process comprising:

a. carrying out a plurality of analytical meas-
urements, wherein the analytical measure-
ments, at least partly, comprise capturing
images of at least a part of an optical test
strip (124) having a test field (126) by using
the camera (114) and further comprise cap-
turing images of at least one color reference
card (128);
b. evaluating the plurality of analytical
measurements, thereby determining at
least one correlation, the correlation being
configured for transforming color formation
of the test field (126) into the analyte con-
centration value without requiring using the
color reference card (128);
c. determining a level of confidence for the
correlation determined in step b.;
d. setting at least one item of clearance in-
formation, the at least one item of clearance
information indicating the level of confi-
dence for the correlation; and

II.) performing the method of determining the
concentration of an analyte in a bodily fluid ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims.
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6. The method according to the preceding claim,
wherein step b. comprises evaluating the images
captured in step a., thereby identifying similarities in
at least some of the images.

7. The method according to the preceding claim,
wherein the identifying of similarities in at least some
of the images comprises identifying similarities in
groups of the images.

8. The method according to any one of the three pre-
ceding claims, wherein step b. comprises using an
artificial neural network.

9. The method according to any one of the four preced-
ing claims, wherein step d. comprises comparing the
level of confidence with a predetermined threshold
value, and, based on the comparison, setting the at
least one item of clearance information to a value
indicating an insufficient level of confidence for
measurements without using the color reference
card (128) or a sufficient level of confidence for
measurements without using the color reference
card (128), respectively.

10. A mobile device (112) having at least one camera
(114), the mobile device (112) being configured for
performing the method of determining a concentra-
tion of an analyte in a bodily fluid according to any
one of claims 1 to 4.

11. A system (110) for controlling analytical measure-
ments, the system comprising at least one mobile
device (112) having at least one camera (114), the
system being configured for carrying out the method
according to any one of claims 5 to 9.

12. The system (110) according to the preceding claim,
wherein the system (110) comprises at least one
evaluation device (120) configured for performing at
least steps b., c. and d.

13. The system (110) according to the preceding claim,
wherein the evaluation device (120) is separate from
the mobile device (112) and is configured for com-
municating with the mobile device (112), wherein the
evaluation device (120) is configured for transmitting
the at least one item of clearance information to the
mobile device (112).

14. A computer program comprising instructions which,
when the program is executed by a mobile device
(112) having a camera (114), cause the mobile de-
vice (112) to carry out the method of any one of
claims 1 to 4.

15. A computer program comprising instructions which,
when the program is executed by the system (110)

according to any one of claims 11 to 13, cause the
system (110) to carry out the method of any one of
claims 5 to 9.
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