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(57) Methods of calibrating an apparatus for additive-
ly manufacturing three-dimensional objects include per-
forming a defined movement pattern with at least one
beam guiding unit for guiding an energy beam along a
defined beam path. The defined movement pattern may
include at least one sky writing section and at least one
irradiation section. The apparatus may include at least
one irradiation device adapted to guide the energy beam

across a beam guiding plane. An exemplary method may
additionally include, generating a melt pool along the ir-
radiation section, determining a melt pool signal via a
determination device of the apparatus, comparing the
position of the origin of the melt pool signal in the beam
guiding plane with the irradiation section, and determin-
ing a calibration status based on the comparison result.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Apparatuses for additively manufacturing
three-dimensional objects and methods for calibrating
the same are generally known from prior art. In said ad-
ditive manufacturing apparatuses at least one energy
beam is generated and guided across a beam guiding
plane in order to selectively irradiate and thereby consol-
idate build material to layerwise build a three-dimensional
object.
[0002] Further, it is known from prior art that irradiation
devices which are used to guide the energy beam across
the build plane have to be calibrated in order to assure
that the energy beam is incident in the correct position
on the uppermost layer of build material that is arranged
in the beam guiding plane. Inter alia, the inertia of different
components, such as a beam guiding mirrors, affects the
positioning accuracy of the spot of the energy beam on
the surface of build material. To calibrate such irradiation
devices a method called "sky writing" is known, wherein
according to "sky writing" the component that moves the
energy beam, e.g. a beam guiding mirror, is moved be-
fore the energy beam is incident on the mirror or on the
build plane in order to compensate the effects of inertia
and the like on the irradiation process, e.g. to assure that
the energy beam can be moved uniformly along a beam
path. In other words, the beam guiding element that
guides the energy beam across the beam guiding plane
can be moved before the energy beam is guided to the
beam guiding plane in order to avoid that inertia based
errors are introduced into the irradiation process.
[0003] For determining the corresponding sky writing
parameters, e.g. the difference between the start of the
movement of the beam guiding unit or the beam guiding
element and the start of the movement path of the energy
beam in the beam guiding plane are determined in rather
cumbersome and time-consuming processes, e.g. by ir-
radiating different patterns on a specimen, such as a
sheet metal, for example by varying the sky writing pa-
rameters and determining an optimal sky writing param-
eter by evaluating the different patterns on the specimen.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0004] Aspects and advantages will be set forth in part
in the following description, or may be obvious from the
description, or may be learned through practicing the
presently disclosed subject matter.
[0005] In one aspect, the present disclosure embraces
methods of calibrating an apparatus for additively man-
ufacturing three-dimensional objects. An exemplary
method includes performing a defined movement pattern
with at least one beam guiding unit for guiding an energy
beam along a defined beam path. The defined movement
pattern may include at least one sky writing section and
at least one irradiation section. The apparatus may in-

clude at least one irradiation device adapted to guide the
energy beam across a beam guiding plane. An exempla-
ry method may additionally include, generating a melt
pool along the irradiation section, determining a melt pool
signal via a determination device of the apparatus, com-
paring the position of the origin of the melt pool signal in
the beam guiding plane with the irradiation section, and
determining a calibration status based on the comparison
result.
[0006] In another aspect, the present disclosure em-
braces apparatuses for additively manufacturing three-
dimensional objects. Exemplary apparatuses may in-
clude at least one irradiation device adapted to guide at
least one energy beam across a beam guiding plane.
Exemplary apparatuses may be configured to perform
methods of calibrating the apparatus in accordance with
the present disclosure.
[0007] These and other features, aspects and advan-
tages will become better understood with reference to
the following description and appended claims. The ac-
companying drawings, which are incorporated in and
constitute a part of this specification, illustrate exemplary
embodiments and, together with the description, serve
to explain certain principles of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] A full and enabling disclosure, including the best
mode thereof, directed to one of ordinary skill in the art,
is set forth in the specification, which makes reference
to the appended Figures, in which:

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus for additively manufac-
turing three-dimensional obj ects; and
FIG. 2 shows a beam guiding plane of the apparatus
from FIG. 1.

[0009] Repeat use of reference characters in the
present specification and drawings is intended to repre-
sent the same or analogous features or elements of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] Reference now will be made in detail to exem-
plary embodiments of the presently disclosed subject
matter, one or more examples of which are illustrated in
the drawings. Each example is provided by way of ex-
planation and should not be interpreted as limiting the
present disclosure. In fact, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that various modifications and variations
can be made in the present disclosure without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. For instance,
features illustrated or described as part of one embodi-
ment can be used with another embodiment to yield a
still further embodiment. Thus, it is intended that the
present disclosure covers such modifications and varia-
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tions as come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.
[0011] As used herein, the terms "first", "second", and
"third" may be used interchangeably to distinguish one
component from another and are not intended to signify
location or importance of the individual components. The
terms "a" and "an" do not denote a limitation of quantity,
but rather denote the presence of at least one of the ref-
erenced item.
[0012] Here and throughout the specification and
claims, range limitations are combined and inter-
changed, and such ranges are identified and include all
the sub-ranges contained therein unless context or lan-
guage indicates otherwise. For example, all ranges dis-
closed herein are inclusive of the endpoints, and the end-
points are independently combinable with each other.
[0013] Approximating language, as used herein
throughout the specification and claims, is applied to
modify any quantitative representation that could permis-
sibly vary without resulting in a change in the basic func-
tion to which it is related. Accordingly, a value modified
by a term or terms, such as "about", "approximately", and
"substantially", are not to be limited to the precise value
specified. In at least some instances, the approximating
language may correspond to the precision of an instru-
ment for measuring the value, or the precision of the
methods or machines for constructing or manufacturing
the components and/or systems.
[0014] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will now be described in further detail.
[0015] The invention relates to a method of calibrating
an apparatus for additively manufacturing three-dimen-
sional objects, wherein the apparatus comprises at least
one irradiation device adapted to guide at least one en-
ergy beam across a beam guiding plane.
[0016] Thus, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an improved method of calibrating an apparatus
for additively manufacturing three-dimensional objects,
wherein in particular a faster and more efficient calibra-
tion method is provided.
[0017] The object is inventively achieved by a method
according to claim 1. Advantageous embodiments of the
invention are subject to the dependent claims.
[0018] The method described herein is a method of
calibrating an apparatus for additively manufacturing
three-dimensional objects, e.g. technical components,
by means of successive selective layerwise consolida-
tion of layers of a powdered build material ("build mate-
rial") which can be consolidated by means of an energy
source, e.g. an energy beam, in particular a laser beam
or an electron beam. A respective build material can be
a metal, ceramic or polymer powder. A respective energy
beam can be a laser beam or an electron beam. A re-
spective apparatus can be an apparatus in which an ap-
plication of build material and a consolidation of build
material is performed separately, such as a selective la-
ser sintering apparatus, a selective laser melting appa-
ratus or a selective electron beam melting apparatus, for

instance.
[0019] The apparatus may comprise a number of func-
tional units which are used during its operation. Exem-
plary functional units are a process chamber, an irradia-
tion device, as described before, which is adapted to se-
lectively irradiate a build material layer disposed in the
process chamber with at least one energy beam, and a
stream generating device which is adapted to generate
a gaseous fluid stream at least partly streaming through
the process chamber with given streaming properties, e.
g. a given streaming profile, streaming velocity, etc. The
gaseous fluid stream is capable of being charged with
non-consolidated particulate build material, particularly
smoke or smoke residues generated during operation of
the apparatus, while streaming through the process
chamber. The gaseous fluid stream is typically inert, i.e.
typically a stream of an inert gas, e.g. argon, nitrogen,
carbon dioxide, etc.
[0020] As described above, the invention relates to a
method of calibrating an additive manufacturing appara-
tus. The invention is based on the idea that a defined
movement pattern is performed with at least one beam
guiding unit of the irradiation device in order to guide an
energy beam along a defined beam path, wherein the
defined movement pattern comprises at least one sky
writing section and at least one irradiation section. While
guiding the energy beam along the at least one irradiation
section a melt pool is generated along this irradiation
section, wherein the melt pool signal can be determined
via a determination device of the apparatus. Subsequent-
ly, the position of the origin of the melt pool signal in the
beam guiding plane can be compared with the positions
along the irradiation section and the calibration status is
determined based on the comparison result.
[0021] In other words, it is possible to perform the cal-
ibration processes via the determination device of the
apparatus allowing for an "in process" or "in apparatus"
determination of the sky writing parameters instead of
irradiating a corresponding pattern in a specimen that is
analyzed outside of the apparatus afterwards. In partic-
ular, a beam guiding unit, e.g. a beam guiding element
such as a beam guiding mirror, is used to perform the
defined movement pattern which pattern comprises a sky
writing section and an irradiation section.
[0022] As described before, the sky writing section in-
volves a movement of the beam guiding unit without an
irradiation of build material in the build plane or without
the corresponding energy beam being guided to the
beam guiding plane. The irradiation section describes
the section of the movement pattern in which the beam
guiding unit is moved for guiding the energy beam in the
build plane and the energy beam is actually guided to
the beam guiding plane. In other words, the sky writing
section describes the part of the movement pattern of
the beam guiding unit in which only the beam guiding
unit is moved, but no energy beam is guided to the beam
guiding plane, whereas the irradiation section describes
the part of the movement pattern in which the beam guid-
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ing unit is moved and the energy beam is guided via the
beam guiding unit in the build plane or the beam guiding
plane, respectively.
[0023] Thus, by guiding the energy beam in the beam
guiding plane corresponding to the irradiation section, a
melt pool is generated via the energy beam, as the energy
beam is incident on the corresponding material arranged
in the beam guiding plane, such as build material or a
corresponding test specimen, e.g. a sheet metal. The
melt pool that is generated along the irradiation section
generates a corresponding melt pool signal, e.g. radia-
tion emitted from the section of the beam guiding plane
that is irradiated via the energy beam. The corresponding
melt pool signal can be determined via a determination
device of the apparatus, e.g. an optical device adapted
to receive radiation emitted from the melt pool.
[0024] The reception or the determination of the melt
pool signal particularly allows for a comparison between
the actual position of the origin of the melt pool signal, e.
g. the position in the beam guiding plane that is actually
irradiated with the energy beam and the nominal position
of the irradiation section. In other words, the nominal po-
sition of the irradiation section, e.g. the position in the
build plane that has to be irradiated, and the actual po-
sition of the origin of the melt pool signal, e.g. the position
of the beam guiding plane that actually is irradiated, can
be compared in order to determine whether a deviation
between the nominal position and the actual position of
the generated melt pool is present. Consequently, the
comparison result can be used for determining a calibra-
tion status of the apparatus, e.g. for determining whether
a calibration of the irradiation device is necessary or
whether the irradiation device is already properly cali-
brated. Based on the calibration status it is particularly
possible to derive whether an adjustment of at least one
sky writing parameter is necessary, e.g. an increase or
a decrease of an offset time or distance between the
movement of the beam guiding unit and the movement
of the energy beam in the beam guiding plane, e.g. the
energy beam can be switched on or off corresponding to
the offset time or offset distance.
[0025] This particularly allows for performing the cali-
bration process directly inside the additive manufacturing
apparatus without the necessity of irradiating a speci-
men, removing the specimen from the apparatus, eval-
uating the specimen and, if necessary, perform another
iterative irradiation and evaluation step, if the first irradi-
ation and evaluation identified a need for recalibrating
the irradiation device or the apparatus, respectively. In-
stead, it is possible to "in situ" determine the sky writing
parameter or determine the calibration status of the ap-
paratus by using the determination device of the appa-
ratus for directly determining the melt pool signal and a
comparison between the actual melt pool signal and a
nominal melt pool signal. For example, if a deviation be-
tween the actual and the nominal position of the melt pool
signal is determined, a direct adjustment of the sky writing
parameters can be performed and the adjusted param-

eters can be tested in another irradiation and a determi-
nation step without removing the specimen from the ap-
paratus and evaluating the specimen outside the appa-
ratus.
[0026] Thus, it is possible to determine whether the
calibration status of the irradiation device and the appa-
ratus is within acceptable limits and therefore, a further
adjustment is not necessary. If a deviation between the
determined position of the region of the melt pool signal
and a nominal position of the origin of the melt pool signal
is determined, an adjustment to at least one sky writing
parameter, in particular a length of the sky writing section,
can be performed based on the calibration status. For
example, if a deviation between the position of the melt
pool that is generated by guiding the energy beam across
the beam guiding plane along the irradiation section and
the nominal position of the melt pool is determined, the
at least one sky writing parameter can be adjusted to
bring the actual position and the nominal position into
conformity. In particular, the length of the sky writing sec-
tion, e.g. the section in which the beam guiding unit is
moved corresponding to the defined movement pattern
without guiding the energy beam across the build plane,
can be adjusted. Dependent on the deviation, whether
the melt pool is generated in advance to or after the nom-
inal start position of the irradiation beam path, an increase
or decrease of the sky writing section, e.g. by increasing
or decreasing the offset, can be performed.
[0027] As described before, the determination of the
melt pool signal can be performed for the determination
device of the apparatus. The determination may partic-
ularly be performed with the determination device that is
arranged in line with the optical path of the energy beam.
In other words, the energy beam is guided at least par-
tially along the same optical path that is used by the melt
pool signal, e.g. radiation reflected at the beam guiding
plane or emitted from the beam guiding plane, in partic-
ular thermal radiation. Thus, the melt pool signal can trav-
el basically at least in part the same optical path as the
energy beam but in opposite direction in order to reach
the determination device, e.g. a sensor of the determi-
nation device. This allows for simultaneously determining
the melt pool signal and irradiating the build material or
specimen arranged in the beam guiding plane. The area
that is observed with the determination device can there-
fore be guided simultaneously with the energy beam
across the beam guiding plane. Additionally or alterna-
tively, it is also possible to directly observe the beam
guiding plane with the or an additional sensor of the de-
termination device.
[0028] The melt pool signal may particularly be deter-
mined with a determination device comprising at least a
photo diode and/or a camera. By providing a photo diode
and/or a camera it is possible to determine the melt pool
signal, e.g. with respect to the intensity of the radiation
that is emitted from the melt pool and/or with a spatially
resolved image of the melt pool signal being generated
in the beam guiding plane. Therefore, it is possible to

5 6 



EP 3 825 043 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

derive the actual position in which the melt pool is gen-
erated upon irradiation with the energy beam. The deter-
mined actual position is used for the comparison between
the actual position and the nominal position in which the
melt pool signal is generated, as described before.
[0029] Further, a map can be generated, particularly a
binary map or an intensity distribution of the beam guiding
region during the movement along the defined movement
pattern, wherein the map comprises intensity values of
the melt pool signal. Inter alia, a grayscale map or a binary
map may be generated indicating the intensity of the melt
pool signal that is generated in the corresponding loca-
tions in the beam guiding plane. Thus, a map of the beam
guiding plane can be generated by determining the melt
pool signal in the different positions that comprises the
position values of the different regions in which a melt
pool is generated by guiding the energy beam across the
beam guiding plane.
[0030] The generated map can be compared with a
map that comprises the at least one defined beam path.
In other words, it is possible to compare the positions in
which the melt pool is generated and the positions in
which the melt pool has to be generated, to determine
whether the energy beam is guided along the correct
beam paths. Thus, if a deviation between the intended
irradiation section and an actual irradiation section is
present, the maps are not identical, but the comparison
can result in the deviation in at least one position. If the
sky writing parameters are adjusted properly, the map
comprising the intensity values and the map comprising
the at least one defined beam path will correspond to
each other and may be identical with respect to the po-
sitions in which the melt pools are generated.
[0031] Therefore, it is possible to calibrate the appa-
ratus based on at least one deviation between the two
maps. If, for example, the nominal position of the origin
of the melt pool signal and the actual position of the origin
of the melt pool signal are not identical, it is possible to
adjust the sky writing parameter or multiple sky writing
parameters correspondingly to eliminate the deviation
and therefore assure that the melt pool is generated in
the proper position.
[0032] As discussed above, it is possible to either gen-
erate the melt pool signal by irradiating a sheet metal,
wherein it is also possible to generate the melt pool in a
powder bed. This allows for simulating the process con-
ditions more closely to reality, as the energy beam is
guided to a powder bed in order to layerwise manufacture
the three-dimensional component. Further, it is possible
to prepare the apparatus for performing the additive man-
ufacturing process by providing a powder bed in the proc-
ess chamber, wherein the calibration process can also
be performed in the powder bed, e.g. in advance to an
additive manufacturing process. It is also possible to per-
form the calibration process during an additive manufac-
turing process, e.g. in a region of the beam guiding plane
or the build plane that is not used for irradiating build
material and layerwise manufacturing the three-dimen-

sional object. Thus, it is possible to assure that the ad-
justed sky writing parameters are suitable for performing
the entire additive manufacturing process, e.g. for elim-
inating thermal drifts or other variances during the addi-
tive manufacturing process.
[0033] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tive method, the melt pool can be generated on a cali-
bration body, in particular on a drawn sheet metal or an
anodized sheet metal. Thus, instead of generating the
melt pool in a powder bed, it is also possible to use a
calibration body, such as a test specimen. Generating a
melt pool on a defined calibration body instead of gen-
erating the melt pool in the powder bed allows for using
a defined material, e.g. sheet metal, that is not reactive
to the atmosphere and therefore, the environment inside
the process chamber does not have to be inertized.
[0034] Besides, the invention relates to an apparatus
for additively manufacturing three-dimensional objects
comprising at least one irradiation device adapted to
guide at least one energy beam across the beam guiding
plane, wherein the apparatus is adapted to perform the
method, as described before. Self-evidently, all details,
features and advantages described with respect to the
inventive method are fully transferable to the apparatus.
[0035] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are
described with reference to the Figures.
[0036] Fig. 1 shows an apparatus 1 for additively man-
ufacturing three-dimensional objects comprising an irra-
diation device 2 that comprises a beam guiding unit 3
and a beam source 4, e.g. a laser source. The beam
guiding unit 3 is adapted to guide an energy beam 5
across a beam guiding plane 6 in which a test specimen,
e.g. a calibration body, or build material 7 can be ar-
ranged.
[0037] In a regular mode of operation of the apparatus
1, build material 7 is arranged in the beam guiding plane
6 in order to be selectively irradiated and thereby con-
solidated to layerwise manufacture a three-dimensional
object. The apparatus 1 further comprises a determina-
tion device 8 that is adapted to determine parameters of
radiation 9 that is emitted from the beam guiding plane
6 and travels in line with an optical path along which the
energy beam 5 is guided through the optical train, in par-
ticular through the beam guiding unit 3 to the beam guid-
ing plane 6.
[0038] In other words, radiation 9 that is emitted from
the beam guiding plane 6, e.g. thermal radiation emitted
from the build material 7 or a test specimen arranged in
the beam guiding plane 6 or at least a part of the energy
beam 5 that is reflected at the surface arranged in the
beam guiding plane 6, travels through the beam guiding
unit 3 back towards the determination device 8. The ap-
paratus 1 is adapted to perform a method of calibrating
the apparatus 1, particularly the irradiation device 2. The
method that can be performed on the apparatus 1 is de-
scribed with respect to Fig. 1 and 2 below.
[0039] The irradiation device 2 is adapted to perform
a defined movement pattern with the beam guiding unit
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3 for guiding the energy beam 5 along a defined beam
path 10 that is schematically depicted in Fig. 2 as dotted
and dashed contour. The defined beam path 10 compris-
es a sky writing section 11 and an irradiation section 12.
In order to compensate the effects on the mechanical
movement of the beam guiding unit 3, e.g. inertia of a
movable mirror or the like, the sky writing section 11 al-
lows the mechanical parts of the beam guiding unit to
accelerate to a defined guiding velocity. After the guiding
velocity is reached, the beam guiding element, e.g. the
movable mirror, can be moved with defined velocity to
guide the energy beam 5 across the beam guiding plane
6 in that during the irradiation section 12 the energy beam
5 can be guided to the beam guiding plane 6 in order to
irradiate the test specimen or the build material 7.
[0040] In other words, the defined beam path 10 com-
prises a movement of the beam guiding element, wherein
during the sky writing section 11 the energy beam 5 is
not guided to the beam guiding plane 6 and only the beam
guiding element of the beam guiding unit 3 is moved and
during the irradiation section 12 the energy beam 5 is
guided to the beam guiding plane 6 and moved by the
movement of the beam guiding element.
[0041] Further, Fig. 2 depicts an ideal track 13 that is
the result of the sky writing section 11 and the irradiation
section 12, if the apparatus 1 and the irradiation device
2 are properly calibrated. Thus, the track 13 is generated
by being guided across the beam guiding plane 6 along
the irradiation section 12, wherein it is assured that the
beam guiding element of the beam guiding unit 3 is al-
ready accelerated to the defined beam guiding velocity
and the track 13 therefore can be properly irradiated with
the energy beam 5. Further, Fig. 2 depicts multiple tracks
14 representing tracks irradiated with the energy beam
5, if the sky writing parameter is not properly adjusted.
During the sky writing section 11 the energy beam 5 may
be blanked or switched off.
[0042] Hence, a deviation 15 results from the misad-
justment of the sky writing parameter, for example if the
sky writing parameter defining the offset between the
start of the movement of the beam guiding element and
the start of the beam path of the energy beam 5 in the
beam guiding plane 6 is not properly adjusted. Of course,
the deviation 15 is merely exemplary, wherein other de-
viations, e.g. positive or negative deviations from the ide-
al track 13 are also possible.
[0043] For example, the apparatus 1 is adapted to con-
trol the irradiation device 2 correspondingly, in order to
generate multiple tracks 14, wherein the determination
device 8 is adapted to determine a melt pool signal from
the beam guiding plane 6, as the energy beam 5 irradi-
ates build material 7 and thereby generates a melt pool
emitting radiation 9 that is received by the determination
device 8.
[0044] The determination device 8 comprises at least
one of a camera and/or a photo diode in that the deter-
mination device 8 is adapted to determine whether the
radiation 9 is generated in the correct position in the beam

guiding plane 6. Thus, the determination device 8 is
adapted to generate a map, e.g. a map of the beam guid-
ing plane 6, as depicted in Fig. 2. The generated map
comprises the positions in which a melt pool signal is
generated in the beam guiding plane 6. The generated
map can be compared with a map that comprises the
nominal positions of the origins of the melt pool signal,
e.g. the positions in which a melt pool should be gener-
ated, if the apparatus 1 and the irradiation device 2 are
properly calibrated.
[0045] For example, in a properly calibrated apparatus
1, the plurality of tracks 14 should be parallel and identical
to the ideal track 13 with respect to the start and end
point. As in this example, a deviation 15 is present, the
calibration status of the irradiation device 2 or the appa-
ratus 1, respectively, can be determined as needing a
recalibration, in particular an adjustment to the set of sky
writing parameters. Thus, the sky writing parameters can
be adjusted accordingly in that the sky writing section 11
is adjusted to ensure that the tracks 14 end and begin
correctly.
[0046] As can be derived from Fig. 1, the determination
device 8 is arranged in line with the irradiation device 2
in that the determination process can be performed dur-
ing an additive manufacturing process inside a process
chamber of the apparatus 1. Thus, it is not necessary to
irradiate a test specimen and take the test specimen out
of the apparatus for calibration purposes. Instead, the
determination and calibration process described above
can be performed inside the apparatus, e.g. in advance
to or during or after an additive manufacturing process
is performed.
[0047] Further aspects of the invention are provided
by the subject matter of the following clauses:

1. A method of calibrating an apparatus (1) for addi-
tively manufacturing three-dimensional objects, the
method comprising: performing a defined movement
pattern with at least one beam guiding unit (3) for
guiding an energy beam (5) along a defined beam
path (10), wherein the defined movement pattern
comprises at least one sky writing section (11) and
at least one irradiation section (12), and wherein the
apparatus (1) comprises at least one irradiation de-
vice (2) adapted to guide the energy beam (5) across
a beam guiding plane (6); generating a melt pool
along the irradiation section (12); determining a melt
pool signal via a determination device (8) of the ap-
paratus (1); comparing the position of the origin of
the melt pool signal in the beam guiding plane (6)
with the irradiation section (12); and determining a
calibration status based on the comparison result.
2. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
adjusting at least one sky writing parameter, in par-
ticular a length of a sky writing section, based on the
calibration status.
3. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
determining the melt pool signal with a determination
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device (8) arranged in line with the beam path of the
energy beam (5).
4. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
determining the melt pool signal with a determination
device (8) comprising at least a photo diode and/or
a camera.
5. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
generating a map, in particular a binary map or an
intensity distribution of the beam guiding plane (6)
during the movement along the defined movement
pattern, comprising intensity values of the melt pool
signal.
6. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
comparing the map comprising the intensity values
with a map comprising the at least one defined beam
path (10).
7. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
calibrating the apparatus (1) based on at least one
deviation between the two maps.
8. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
generating the melt pool in a build material (7), in
particular in a powder bed.
9. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
performing the calibration process during an additive
manufacturing process.
10. The method of any preceding clause, comprising:
generating the melt pool on a calibration body, in
particular on a drawn sheet metal or an anodized
sheet metal.
11. An apparatus (1) for additively manufacturing
three-dimensional objects, wherein the apparatus
(1) comprises at least one irradiation device (2)
adapted to guide at least one energy beam (5) across
a beam guiding plane (6), wherein the apparatus (1)
is adapted to perform the method any preceding
clause.
12. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to adjust at least one sky
writing parameter, in particular a length of a sky writ-
ing section, based on the calibration status.
13. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to determine the melt
pool signal with a determination device (8) arranged
in line with the beam path of the energy beam (5).
14. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to determine the melt
pool signal with a determination device (8) compris-
ing at least a photo diode and/or a camera.
15. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to generate a map, in
particular a binary map or an intensity distribution of
the beam guiding plane (6) during the movement
along the defined movement pattern, comprising in-
tensity values of the melt pool signal.
16. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to compare the map
comprising the intensity values with a map compris-
ing the at least one defined beam path (10).

17. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to calibrate the appara-
tus (1) based on at least one deviation between the
two maps.
18. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to generate the melt pool
in a build material (7), in particular in a powder bed.
19. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to perform the calibration
process during an additive manufacturing process.
20. The apparatus of any preceding clause, wherein
the apparatus is configured to generate the melt pool
on a calibration body, in particular on a drawn sheet
metal or an anodized sheet metal.

[0048] This written description uses exemplary em-
bodiments to describe the presently disclosed subject
matter, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice such subject matter,
including making and using any devices or systems and
performing any incorporated methods. The patentable
scope of the presently disclosed subject matter is defined
by the claims, and may include other examples that occur
to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are in-
tended to be within the scope of the claims if they include
structural elements that do not differ from the literal lan-
guage of the claims, or if they include equivalent struc-
tural elements with insubstantial differences from the lit-
eral languages of the claims.

Claims

1. A method of calibrating an apparatus for additively
manufacturing three-dimensional objects, the meth-
od comprising:

performing a defined movement pattern with at
least one beam guiding unit for guiding an en-
ergy beam along a defined beam path, wherein
the defined movement pattern comprises at
least one sky writing section and at least one
irradiation section, and wherein the apparatus
comprises at least one irradiation device adapt-
ed to guide the energy beam across a beam
guiding plane;
generating a melt pool along the irradiation sec-
tion;
determining a melt pool signal via a determina-
tion device of the apparatus;
comparing the position of the origin of the melt
pool signal in the beam guiding plane with the
irradiation section; and
determining a calibration status based on the
comparison result.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising:
adjusting at least one sky writing parameter, in par-

11 12 



EP 3 825 043 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ticular a length of a sky writing section, based on the
calibration status.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, comprising:
determining the melt pool signal with a determination
device arranged in line with the beam path of the
energy beam.

4. The method of any preceding claim, comprising:
determining the melt pool signal with a determination
device comprising at least a photo diode and/or a
camera.

5. The method of any preceding claim, comprising:
generating a map, in particular a binary map or an
intensity distribution of the beam guiding plane dur-
ing the movement along the defined movement pat-
tern, comprising intensity values of the melt pool sig-
nal.

6. The method of claim 5, comprising:
comparing the map comprising the intensity values
with a map comprising the at least one defined beam
path.

7. The method of claim 6 or 7, comprising:
calibrating the apparatus based on at least one de-
viation between the two maps.

8. The method of any preceding claim, comprising:
generating the melt pool in a build material, in par-
ticular in a powder bed.

9. The method of any preceding claim, comprising:
performing the calibration process during an additive
manufacturing process.

10. The method of any preceding claim, comprising:
generating the melt pool on a calibration body, in
particular on a drawn sheet metal or an anodized
sheet metal.

11. An apparatus for additively manufacturing three-di-
mensional objects, wherein the apparatus compris-
es at least one irradiation device adapted to guide
at least one energy beam across a beam guiding
plane, wherein the apparatus is configured to:

perform a defined movement pattern with at
least one beam guiding unit for guiding an en-
ergy beam along a defined beam path, wherein
the defined movement pattern comprises at
least one sky writing section and at least one
irradiation section, and wherein the apparatus
comprises at least one irradiation device adapt-
ed to guide the energy beam across a beam
guiding plane;
generate a melt pool along the irradiation sec-

tion;
determine a melt pool signal via a determination
device of the apparatus;
compare the position of the origin of the melt
pool signal in the beam guiding plane with the
irradiation section; and
determine a calibration status based on the com-
parison result.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the apparatus is
configured to adjust at least one sky writing param-
eter, in particular a length of a sky writing section,
based on the calibration status.

13. The apparatus of claim 11 or 12, wherein the appa-
ratus is configured to determine the melt pool signal
with a determination device arranged in line with the
beam path of the energy beam.

14. The apparatus of any of claims 11-13, wherein the
apparatus is configured to determine the melt pool
signal with a determination device comprising at
least a photo diode and/or a camera.

15. The apparatus of any of claims 11-14, wherein the
apparatus is configured to generate a map, in par-
ticular a binary map or an intensity distribution of the
beam guiding plane during the movement along the
defined movement pattern, comprising intensity val-
ues of the melt pool signal.
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