
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

86
3 

40
9

B
1

TEPZZ 86¥4Z9B_T
(11) EP 2 863 409 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
13.04.2016 Bulletin 2016/15

(21) Application number: 14188245.6

(22) Date of filing: 09.10.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
H01H 69/01 (2006.01) H01H 71/16 (2006.01)

H01H 71/52 (2006.01)

(54) Gap adjusting method in trip mechanism of molded case circuit breaker

Spaltjustierendes Verfahren in einem Auslösemechanismus für einen Leistungsschalter mit 
gegossenem Gehäuse

Procédé de réglage d’espace dans un mécanisme de déclenchement de disjoncteur à boîtier moulé

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 17.10.2013 KR 20130124172

(43) Date of publication of application: 
22.04.2015 Bulletin 2015/17

(73) Proprietor: LSIS Co., Ltd.
Anyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 431-848 (KR)

(72) Inventor: Kim, Woong Jae
431-848 Anyang-si, Gyeonggi-do (KR)

(74) Representative: Lang, Johannes
Bardehle Pagenberg Partnerschaft mbB 
Patentanwälte, Rechtsanwälte 
Prinzregentenplatz 7
81675 München (DE)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 2 479 775 EP-A1- 2 538 430
US-A1- 2009 302 978  



EP 2 863 409 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field of the Disclosure

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a gap adjust-
ing method in a trip mechanism of a molded case circuit
breaker, and particularly, to a gap adjusting method
which easily adjusts a gap between a bimetal and a cross-
bar by using a gap adjusting block and an adjusting screw
in a trip mechanism of a molded case circuit breaker with-
out a separate additional device, thereby enhancing a
consistency of quality and assembly.

2. Background of the Disclosure

[0002] Generally, a molded case circuit breaker is
mainly provided in a switchboard in power distribution
equipment of a factory, a building, etc. In an unloaded
state, the molded case circuit breaker acts as a switch-
gear that supplies or cuts off power to a load. In use of
a load, when a high current exceeding a load current
flows because an error occurs in a load electric circuit,
the molded case circuit breaker acts as a circuit breaker
that cuts off power supplied from a power source to the
load so as to protect a power line of an electric circuit
and elements of the load.
[0003] The molded case circuit breaker is formed in a
structure where a switching mechanism, a trip mecha-
nism, and an extinguishing device are coupled to each
other in an external box formed of an insulating material.
FIG. 1 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a related art
molded case circuit breaker. The switching mechanism
includes a power terminal 1 that is supplied with power,
a fixed contactor 2 and a movable contactor 3 that trans-
fer the power to a load, and a lever 4 that connects or
disconnects the movable contactor 3 to or from the fixed
contactor 2 to operate a circuit in a closed state or an
open state. Also, the trip mechanism includes a heater
5 that detects an overcurrent, a bimetal 6 that is connect-
ed to the heater 5 and is bent by heat of the heater 5,
and a crossbar 7 that binds the switching mechanism so
as to maintain the closed state or the open state.
[0004] FIG. 2A is a front view of a related art trip mech-
anism, and FIG. 2B is a side view of the related art trip
mechanism. Under an overload condition, the trip mech-
anism of the molded case circuit breaker detects an over-
load by using the bimetal 6 in which two members having
different heat conductivities are bonded to each other,
and breaks an electric circuit. When a high current flows
like short circuit or ground, the trip mechanism breaks
the electric circuit in a method using the principle of a
magnet which instantaneously absorbs the high current
to generate a magnetic field. Here, it is necessarily re-
quired to appropriately adjust a gap between the crossbar
7 and the bimetal 6, and in detail, a gap between the
crossbar 7 and a rivet 8 coupled to the bimetal 6, so as

to detect an overcurrent and appropriately break a power
line.
[0005] FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a related art gap adjust-
ing method, and FIG. 4 illustrates a gap adjusting oper-
ation.
[0006] The related art gap adjusting method will now
be described. In a state where a circuit breaker is
switched on, the rivet 8 assembled with the bimetal 6 is
closely adhered to the crossbar 7 (FIG. 4A). The heater
5 generates heat when a predetermined overcurrent (a
setting current) is applied to the circuit breaker, and the
heat is conducted to the bimetal 6, whereby the bimetal
6 is bent. At this time, since the rivet 8 may freely move
in a state of being assembled with the bimetal 6, the rivet
8 slides in a direction opposite to a bending direction of
the bimetal 6, and maintains a state of being closely ad-
hered to the crossbar 7 (FIG. 4B). After an overcurrent
is applied and then a predetermined time (a setting time)
elapses, the application of the overcurrent stops, and the
rivet 8 is welded to the bimetal 6 by using a laser. Sub-
sequently, the bimetal 6 is cooled to return to a normal
state, and thus, a gap is formed between the crossbar 7
and the rivet 8 (FIG. 4C).
[0007] Here, a bending amount of the bimetal 6 is
changed according to a current which is applied for gap
adjustment. That is, as an applied current increases, a
gap increases, and as the applied current decreases, the
gap decreases. A setting of a setting current (i.e., an ap-
plied current) is determined by a trip stroke and trip load
including an amount of invalid displacement in the switch-
ing mechanism of each product. Here, the trip stroke de-
notes a rotation distance from a position of the crossbar
7 in a normal state to a position in which the crossbar 7
rotates and thus the switching mechanism is released.
Also, the trip load denotes a load which is applied to the
crossbar 7 when the switching mechanism is tripped. The
setting current is determined by measuring the trip stroke
and trip load of the switching mechanism, and a gap suit-
able for the circuit breaker can be optimized by applying
the setting current to the circuit breaker for a setting time.
[0008] In the related art, the heater 5 generates heat
by applying a current, and the bimetal 6 is bent by the
heat. A gap adjusting operation is performed in a state
where the bimetal 6 is bent. A current several hundred
times higher than a rated current of a product is applied
within several seconds for performing the gap adjusting
operation according to the standard, and for this reason,
quality problems such as a color change of an element
and an expansion of a load terminal caused by heat trans-
fer occur.
[0009] Moreover, much cost for constant current test
equipment for applying a current, laser welding equip-
ment and a cooling device for fixing a rivet after a gap is
adjusted, and facilities of the cooling device for restoring
a bent bimetal after the gap is adjusted is expended, and
maintenance cost is also expended.
[0010] When a change of a gap is needed due to a 4M
change, it is difficult for a worker to easily change an
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amount of applied current or a time.
[0011] Document EP2538430 discloses a method ac-
cording to the preamble of claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0012] Therefore, an aspect of the detailed description
is to provide a gap adjusting method which easily adjusts
a gap between a bimetal and a crossbar by using a gap
adjusting block and an adjusting screw in a trip mecha-
nism of a molded case circuit breaker.
[0013] Another aspect of the detailed description is to
provide a gap adjusting method which decreases, as
much as possible, the number of facilities used to adjust
a gap between a bimetal and a crossbar, thereby reduc-
ing the installation cost and enabling maintenance.
[0014] To achieve these and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of this specification, as em-
bodied and broadly described herein, a gap adjusting
method in a trip mechanism of a molded case circuit
breaker includes: setting a reference gap between a
crossbar and a bimetal; measuring a total resistance of
the trip mechanism and a trip stroke of a switching mech-
anism to set a compensation gap; placing a gap adjusting
block on a position separated from a crossbar by a gap
based on a sum of the reference gap and the compen-
sation gap; rotating an adjusting screw assembled with
the bimetal to contact the adjusting screw with the gap
adjusting block; and adhering the adjusting screw to the
bimetal.
[0015] Here, a front end of the adjusting screw may be
formed in a round shape or a plate shape.
[0016] Moreover, a rear end of the adjusting screw may
be formed of one of a straight-shaped groove, a cross-
shaped groove, a straight-shaped projection, and a
cross-shaped projection.
[0017] According to the gap adjusting method in the
trip mechanism of the molded case circuit breaker, a gap
can be easily adjusted by using a gap adjusting block
and an adjusting screw in the trip mechanism of the mold-
ed case circuit breaker.
[0018] Moreover, according to the gap adjusting meth-
od in the trip mechanism of the molded case circuit break-
er, a gap adjusting process can be simplified.
[0019] Moreover, the number of additional devices
necessary for gap adjustment in the trip mechanism is
reduced, and thus, the cost of equipment is reduced.
[0020] Further scope of applicability of the present ap-
plication will become more apparent from the detailed
description given hereinafter. However, it should be un-
derstood that the detailed description and specific exam-
ples, while indicating preferred embodiments of the dis-
closure, are given by way of illustration only, since various
changes and modifications within the spirit and scope of
the disclosure will become apparent to those skilled in
the art from the detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the disclosure
and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this spec-
ification, illustrate exemplary embodiments and together
with the description serve to explain the principles of the
disclosure.
[0022] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a related art mold-
ed case circuit breaker;
FIG. 2A is a front view of a related art trip mechanism;
FIG. 2B is a side view of the related art trip mecha-
nism;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a related art gap adjusting
method;
FIG. 4A, 4B and 4C are process views of a related
art gap adjusting operation;
FIG. 5A is a partial front view of a trip mechanism
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 5B is a partial side view of the trip mechanism
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 6A and 6B are front view and side view of a
bimetal according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 7A and 7B are detailed views of an adjusting
screw according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a gap adjusting method ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
and
FIG. 9 is a view of a gap adjusting operation accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0023] Description will now be given in detail of the
exemplary embodiments, with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. For the sake of brief description with
reference to the drawings, the same or equivalent com-
ponents will be provided with the same reference num-
bers, and description thereof will not be repeated.
[0024] FIG. 5A and 5B are partial front view and partial
side view of a trip mechanism according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention; FIG. 6A and 6B are front
view and side view of a bimetal according to an embod-
iment of the present invention; FIG. 7A and 7B are de-
tailed views of an adjusting screw according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention; FIG. 8 is a flowchart
of a gap adjusting method according to an embodiment
of the present invention; and FIG. 9 is a view of a gap
adjusting operation according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Hereinafter, an embodiment of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.
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[0025] A gap adjusting method in a trip mechanism of
a molded case circuit breaker, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, includes: setting a refer-
ence gap between a crossbar and a bimetal; measuring
a total resistance of the trip mechanism and a trip stroke
of a switching mechanism to set a compensation gap;
placing a gap adjusting block on a position separated
from a crossbar by a gap based on the sum of the refer-
ence gap and the compensation gap; rotating an adjust-
ing screw assembled with the bimetal to contact the ad-
justing screw with the gap adjusting block; and adhering
the adjusting screw to the bimetal.
[0026] A hole 11 may be formed at an upper portion of
the bimetal 10, and a tap process may be performed for
the hole 11.
[0027] An adjusting screw 20 may be coupled to the
hole 11 of the bimetal 10. The adjusting screw 20 may
rotate to move forward and backward, and a gap between
the adjusting screw 10 and a crossbar 30 may be adjust-
ed.
[0028] When a fault current is applied to a circuit break-
er, a heater 50 generates heat, and the heat is transferred
to the bimetal 10 to bend the bimetal 10. At this time, the
adjusting screw 20 assembled with the bimetal 10 pushes
the crossbar 30 of a switching mechanism to move a
nail(not shown), and binding of a latch is released by the
nail, whereby a trip of the switching mechanism is per-
formed.
[0029] Here, an amount of applied current and a time
are changed according to a gap between the crossbar
30 and the adjusting screw 20 coupled to the bimetal 10.
[0030] A front end 21 of the adjusting screw 20 is a
surface which contacts the crossbar 30. The front end
21 may be formed of a round surface of a planar surface
so that a contact surface is not changed despite rotation.
[0031] In a rear end 22 of the adjusting screw 20, a
straight-shaped or cross-shaped surface may be en-
graved or embossed so as to enable an angle to be easily
adjusted. That is, the rear end 22 of the adjusting screw
20 may be formed of one of a straight-shaped groove, a
cross-shaped groove, a straight-shaped projection, and
a cross-shaped projection.
[0032] The gap between the crossbar 30 and the ad-
justing screw 20 coupled to the bimetal 10 may be de-
termined based on the sum of a reference gap and a
compensation gap.
[0033] First, the reference gap between the crossbar
30 and the bimetal 10 may be set. The reference gap
may be determined based on a rating for each product.
[0034] The compensation gap may be determined by
a trip stroke of the switching mechanism and a total re-
sistance of the trip mechanism. Here, the trip stroke de-
notes a distance from a position of the crossbar 30 in a
normal state to a position in which the crossbar 30 rotates
and thus the switching mechanism is released. The total
resistance of the trip mechanism is measured including
the heater 50.
[0035] By rotating the adjusting screw 20, the front end

21 of the adjusting screw 20 may be disposed at a position
separated from the crossbar 30 by a setting gap. The
gap is a gap determined based on the sum of the refer-
ence gap and the compensation gap. In this case, this
gap may be set by a gap adjusting block 60.
[0036] The gap adjusting block 60 may be freely moved
in up, down, left, and right directions at a side of a product.
The gap adjusting block 60 may be operated by a auxil-
iary device. The gap adjusting block 60 may be inserted
between the crossbar 30 and the adjusting screw 20, and
may be separated from the crossbar 30 by the deter-
mined gap. Also, the adjusting screw 20 may be auto-
matically rotated to move to a contact surface 61 of the
gap adjusting block 60, and thus, the gap can be opti-
mized as a gap suitable for the each product.
[0037] An initial position of the gap adjusting block 60
may start from a surface of the crossbar 30. The gap
adjusting block 60 may move by the determined gap in
a direction of the adjusting screw 20, and deviation,
based on a bending amount of the bimetal 10, for each
product is included in gap adjustment.
[0038] A contact surface 61 of the gap adjusting block
60, which contacts the adjusting screw 20, may be
planarly formed. Also, the front end 21 of the adjusting
screw 20 may be planarly formed, and the front end 21
of the adjusting screw 20 and the contact surface 61 of
the gap adjusting block 60 are not slid and thus do not
cause an error of each product.
[0039] Moreover, the contact surface 61 of the gap ad-
justing block 60 may be vertical to a rotation axis of the
adjusting screw 20. Therefore, it is easy to adjust a gap
between the contact surface 61 of the gap adjusting block
60 and the front end 21 of the adjusting screw 20 by
moving the gap adjusting block 60.
[0040] Moreover, the gap adjusting block 60 may have
a thickness and stiffness which are not modified by an
adhering force of the adjusting screw 20. The gap ad-
justing block 60 is movable in up, down, left, and right
directions, and thus may simultaneously adjust a single
phase or a plurality of phases of the circuit breaker.
[0041] According to the gap adjusting method in the
trip mechanism of the molded case circuit breaker, a gap
may be set even in a state where a current is not applied
(i.e., a trip state of the circuit breaker), and thus, equip-
ment such as a current applying device, a laser welding
device, and a cooling device are not needed. According-
ly, the cost for equipment is reduced, and the cost and a
time for maintenance are reduced.
[0042] Moreover, since a cooling process is not need-
ed, a process is shortened in time, and scattering caused
by cooling does not occur.
[0043] According to the gap adjusting method in the
trip mechanism of the molded case circuit breaker, as-
sembly is easy, and a consistency of quality for each
product is enhanced.
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Claims

1. A gap adjusting method in a trip mechanism of a
molded case circuit breaker, the gap adjusting meth-
od being characterised by comprising:

setting a reference gap between a crossbar (30)
and a bimetal (10);
measuring a total resistance of the trip mecha-
nism and a trip stroke of a switching mechanism
to set a compensation gap;
placing a gap adjusting block on a position sep-
arated from a crossbar by a gap based on the
sum of the reference gap and the compensation
gap;
rotating an adjusting screw (20) assembled with
the bimetal (10) to contact the adjusting screw
with the gap adjusting block (60); and
adhering the adjusting screw (20) to the bimetal
(10).

2. The gap adjusting method of claim 1, wherein a con-
tact surface (61) of the gap adjusting block (60) is
planarly formed.

3. The gap adjusting method of claim 1, wherein a con-
tact surface (61) of the gap adjusting block (60) is
vertical to a rotation axis of the adjusting screw (20).

4. The gap adjusting method of claim 1, wherein a front
end (21) of the adjusting screw (20) is formed of a
round surface of a planar surface.

5. The gap adjusting method of claim 2, wherein a rear
end (22) of the adjusting screw (20) is formed of one
of a straight-shaped groove, a cross-shaped groove,
a straight-shaped projection, and a cross-shaped
projection.

Patentansprüche

1. Spaltanpassungsverfahren in einem Auslöseme-
chanismus eines gussgekapselten Leistungsschal-
ters, wobei das Spaltanpassungsverfahren da-
durch gekennzeichnet ist, dass es umfasst:

Setzen eines Referenzspalts zwischen einem
Querbalken (30) und einem Bimetall (10);
Messen eines Gesamtwiderstands des Auslö-
semechanismus und eines Auslöseschlags ei-
nes Schaltmechanismus, um einen Kompensa-
tionsspalt zu setzen;
Platzieren eines Spaltanpassungsblocks auf ei-
ner Position, die von einem Querbalken durch
einen Spalt getrennt ist auf der Grundlage der
Summe des Referenzspalts und des Kompen-
sationsspalts;

Rotieren einer Anpassungsschraube (20), die
mit dem Bimetall (10) montiert ist, um die An-
passungsschraube mit dem Spaltanpassungs-
block (60) zu kontaktieren; und
Anhaften der Anpassungsschraube (20) an das
Bimetall (10).

2. Spaltanpassungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei
eine Kontaktoberfläche (61) des Spaltanpassungs-
blocks (60) eben geformt ist.

3. Spaltanpassungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei
eine Kontaktoberfläche (61) des Spaltanpassungs-
blocks (60) zu einer Rotationsachse der Anpas-
sungsschraube (20) vertikal ist.

4. Spaltanpassungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei
ein vorderes Ende (21) der Anpassungsschraube
(20) aus einer gerundeten Oberfläche einer ebenen
Oberfläche gebildet ist.

5. Spaltanpassungsverfahren nach 2, wobei ein hinte-
res Ende (22) der Anpassungsschraube (20) aus ei-
ner gerade geformten Kerbe, einer kreuzförmigen
Kerbe, einem gerade geformten Vorsprung und ei-
nem kreuzförmigen Vorsprung gebildet ist.

Revendications

1. Un procédé d’ajustement d’un intervalle dans un mé-
canisme à excursion d’un coupe-circuit à boitier
moulé, le procédé d’ajustement d’intervalle étant ca-
ractérisé en ce qu’il comprend:

l’établissement d’un intervalle de référence en-
tre une barre transversale (30) et une lame bi-
métallique (10);
la mesure d’une résistance totale du mécanisme
d’excursion et d’une course d’excursion d’un
mécanisme de commutation pour établir un in-
tervalle de compensation;
le placement d’un bloc d’ajustement d’intervalle
sur une position séparée d’une barre transver-
sale d’un intervalle basé sur la somme de l’in-
tervalle de référence et de l’intervalle de com-
pensation;
la rotation d’une vis d’ajustement (20) assem-
blée avec la lame bimétallique (10) pour amener
la vis d’ajustement en contact avec le bloc
d’ajustement d’intervalle (60); et
le collage de la vis d’ajustement (20) à la lame
bimétallique (10).

2. Le procédé d’ajustement d’intervalle de la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel une surface de contact (61) du
bloc d’ajustement d’intervalle (60) est formée plane.
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3. Le procédé d’ajustement d’intervalle de la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel une surface de contact (61) du
bloc d’ajustement d’intervalle (60) est verticale par
rapport à un axe de rotation de la vis d’ajustement
(20).

4. Le procédé d’ajustement d’intervalle de la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel une extrémité frontale (21) de
la vis d’ajustement (20) est formée sur une surface
arrondie d’une surface plane.

5. Le procédé d’ajustement d’intervalle de la revendi-
cation 2, dans lequel une extrémité arrière (22) de
la vis d’ajustement (20) est formée de l’une d’entre
une gorge de forme rectiligne, une gorge en forme
de croix, une saillie de forme rectiligne, et une saillie
en forme de croix.
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