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(54) NEUTRON MODERATOR

(57) The present invention provides a neutron mod-
erator that moderates neutrons, the neutron moderator
comprising: a first intermediate layered body in which a
plurality of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered
compacts are layered; and a second intermediate lay-
ered body in which the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts are layered, the second intermediate
layered body being layered on the first intermediate lay-
ered body and including: a hole in the disc-shaped mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compacts; a tapered surface
surrounding the hole; a bottom surface; and a vertical
inner wall disposed in a disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compact disposed in a bottom of the second
intermediate layered body , the vertical inner wall extend-
ing in a vertical direction through the tapered surface and
the bottom surface of the disc-shaped magnesium fluo-
ride sintered compact. The top surface 2A of the first

intermediate layered body 2 and the bottom surface 3B
of the second intermediate layered body 3 are joined to-
gether at the neutron moderator assembling process.
The top surface 3A of the second intermediate layered
body 3 becomes the top surface 1A of the neutron mod-
erator. In addition, the bottom surface 2B of the first in-
termediate layered body 2 and the top surface 4A of the
third intermediate layered body 4 are joined together. The
bottom surface 4B of the third intermediate layered body
4 becomes the bottom surface 1B of the neutron moder-
ator. The neutron moderator 1 is manufactured by layer-
ing the first intermediate layered body 2, the second in-
termediate layered body 3, and the third intermediate lay-
ered body 4.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a neutron mod-
erator mainly used for neutron capture therapy, a method
for manufacturing the neutron moderator, and a method
for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pact that is optimal for a neutron moderator.

Background

[0002] Various materials have been studied for a neu-
tron moderator that is used for selective treatment of can-
cer such as boron neutron capture therapy. Examples of
the materials include lithium fluoride, aluminum fluoride,
and magnesium fluoride. Of these materials, magnesium
fluoride is specifically known as an optimal material for
a neutron moderator due to its excellent function in mod-
erating the energy of neutron beams to 10 keV or lower.
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tion Laid-open No. 2004-233168
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Base Moderator Assembly Materials for BNCT B.
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of epithermal neutrons for neutron capture therapy.
Kononov O E, Kononov V N, Solov’ EV A N,
Bokhovko M V At Energy Vol.97 No.3, PP626-631

Summary

Technical Problem

[0005] The technique described in Patent Literature 1
mentioned above uses lithium fluoride for a neutron mod-
erator. Lithium used in the technique described in Patent
Literature 1, however, presents an issue of manufactur-
ing cost, because Lithium is one of rare metals.
[0006] In view of the above issue, Non Patent Litera-
ture 1 describes that magnesium fluoride has an excel-
lent neutron moderating function for moderating the en-
ergy of neutrons in the range of 10 keV or lower. In ad-
dition, Non Patent Literature 2 describes a moderator
combining magnesium fluoride and polytetrafluoroethyl-
ene.

[0007] In order to manufacture a neutron moderator
only with magnesium fluoride and without using poly-
tetrafluoroethylene to have a good neutron moderating
performance, it is appropriate to process magnesium flu-
oride into a sintered compact. For a neutron moderator,
a magnesium fluoride sintered compact is preferably
made into a predetermined size, to be free from cracks
and chipping and to have high relative density.
[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of the above considerations, and is directed to providing
a method for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compact to be free from cracks and chipping and
to have high relative density, and also providing a method
for manufacturing a neutron moderator, and the neutron
moderator.

Solution to Problem

[0009] According to an aspect of the present invention
in order to solve the above-mentioned problems and
achieve the purpose, a method for manufacturing a mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compact is provided. The meth-
od includes: filling a magnesium fluoride powder material
into a die by tapping; and performing pulsed electric cur-
rent sintering for sintering the filled magnesium fluoride
powder material while applying a pulsed electric current
thereto, to obtain a magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pact.
[0010] This manufacturing method provides a sintered
compact having less variation in grain size distribution
and having suppressed grain size growth, and hence en-
abling the sintered compact to be free from cracks and
chipping and to have high relative density.
[0011] According to a preferred aspect, it is preferable
that in the powder filling, the magnesium fluoride powder
material is a high-purity material having a purity of 99
percent by mass or higher, and the rest thereof contains
inevitable impurities. The magnesium fluoride sintered
compact made of such a high-purity material can sup-
press neutrons having energy of lower than 0.5 eV. In
addition, the magnesium fluoride sintered compact can
also suppress neutrons having energy of higher than 10
keV.
[0012] In order to solve the above-mentioned problems
and achieve the purpose, a method for manufacturing a
neutron moderator is provided. The method includes:
preparing a plurality of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts manufactured by the above-men-
tioned method for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride
sintered compact; and layering and joining the disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts to man-
ufacture a neutron moderator. This manufacturing meth-
od eliminates the necessity of sintering a single thick
large magnesium fluoride sintered compact, and pre-
vents relative density inside the neutron moderator from
becoming low.
[0013] According to a preferred aspect, when the disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts are used
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as intermediate bodies, it is preferable that in the layering
and joining, at least one second intermediate layered
body is layered, the second intermediate layered body
being obtained by further drilling the intermediate bodies.
This manufacturing method enables precise drilling of
disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts that
have low processability.
[0014] According to a preferred aspect, it is preferable
that in the layering and joining, when the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compacts are used as in-
termediate bodies, at least one third intermediate layered
body is layered, the third intermediate layered body being
obtained by tapering an outer periphery of the interme-
diate bodies. This manufacturing method enables pre-
cise tapering of magnesium fluoride sintered compacts
that are prone to cracking or chipping on their outer pe-
ripheries by processing the magnesium fluoride sintered
compacts in a disc shape.
[0015] According to a preferred aspect, it is preferable
that in the layering and joining, a neutron moderator is
manufactured by layering a first intermediate layered
body, the second intermediate layered body, and the third
intermediate layered body. This process can provide a
neutron moderator containing magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compacts to be free from cracks and chipping and
to have high relative density.
[0016] In order to solve the above-mentioned problems
and achieve the purpose, a neutron moderator that mod-
erates neutrons is provided, the neutron moderator in-
cluding an intermediate layered body in which a plurality
of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts
are layered.
[0017] The neutron moderator can suppress neutrons
having an energy of lower than 0.5 eV by the magnesium
fluoride sintered compacts to be free from cracks and
chipping and to have high relative density. The neutron
moderator can also suppress neutrons having energy of
higher than 10 keV by the magnesium fluoride sintered
compacts to be free from cracks and chipping and to
have high relative density.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0018] The present invention provides a method for
manufacturing a magnesium fluoride sintered compact
to be free from cracks and chipping and to have high
relative density, a method for manufacturing a neutron
moderator, and the neutron moderator.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0019]

FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining a neutron source
generator including a neutron moderator according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the neutron moderator
according to the embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the neutron moderator in FIG.
2.
FIG. 4 is a top view of the neutron moderator in FIG.
2.
FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view taken along line A-
A in FIG. 3.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart for explaining a method for man-
ufacturing the neutron moderator according to the
embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram schematically illus-
trating a pulsed electric current sintering device.
FIG. 8 is a side view of a disc-shaped magnesium
fluoride sintered compact according to the embodi-
ment.
FIG. 9 is a top view of the magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compact in FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining a layered state
of layered bodies of a first intermediate layered body
according to the embodiment.
FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram illustrating the first
intermediate layered body according to the embod-
iment.
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining a layered state
of layered bodies of a second intermediate layered
body according to the embodiment.
FIG. 13 is a diagram for explaining a machining proc-
ess for manufacturing the second intermediate lay-
ered body according to the embodiment.
FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram illustrating the sec-
ond intermediate layered body according to the em-
bodiment.
FIG. 15 is a diagram for explaining a layered state
of layered bodies of a third intermediate layered body
according to the embodiment.
FIG. 16 is a diagram for explaining a machining proc-
ess for manufacturing the third intermediate layered
body according to the embodiment.
FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram illustrating the third
intermediate layered body according to the embod-
iment. Description of Embodiments

[0020] The following describes an embodiment for car-
rying out the present invention in detail with reference to
the accompanied drawings. The description in the follow-
ing embodiment is not intended to limit the present in-
vention. Components described below include those that
can easily be conceived by those skilled in the art and
that are substantially the same. Furthermore, the com-
ponents described below can be combined as appropri-
ate.

(Neutron Source Generator)

[0021] FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining a neutron
source generator including a neutron moderator accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. As illus-
trated in FIG. 1, the neutron source generator includes
an accelerator 100, a beam transport 25, a bending mag-
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net 26, and a target unit 20.
[0022] The accelerator 100 is a device for accelerating
protons and is provided with an ion source 21, a low en-
ergy beam transport system (LEBT) 22, and an acceler-
ating tube 23 in this order from upstream to downstream.
The ion source 21 is a device for turning protons into
cations. The low energy beam transport system 22 is an
interface between the ion source 21 and the accelerating
tube 23.
[0023] The beam transport 25 is a beam passage for
guiding protons accelerated by the accelerator 100 to the
target unit 20. The beam transport 25 changes the
traveling direction of the accelerated protons through the
bending magnet 26 so that the protons are guided to the
target unit 20 disposed in an optional position. As de-
scribed above, the bending magnet 26 is used to bend
the traveling direction of the protons accelerated by the
accelerator 100. The beam transport 25 may guide the
protons accelerated by the accelerator 100 to the target
unit 20 without using the bending magnet 26.
[0024] The target unit 20 is a device for generating neu-
trons by a reaction of protons and a target 27. The target
unit 20 includes the target 27, a neutron moderator 1, a
neutron reflector 29, and an irradiation part 28.
[0025] The target 27 includes a base (substrate), such
as of copper, on which a target material, such as a thin
film of metallic lithium, is deposited. The target 27 de-
scribed in the embodiment is a cone-shaped target with
a lithium thin film provided on its inner wall surface (inner
surface). The target material is not limited to this shape.
A target of any shape, for example, a plate-shaped target
with a lithium thin film provided on its surface, may be
used. The target material may be another target material
such as beryllium. The neutron moderator 1 moderates
neutrons generated by the target 27.
[0026] The neutron reflector 29 is made of lead, for
example, and surrounds the target 27 and the neutron
moderator 1 to prevent unnecessary release of neutrons
to the outside of the target unit 20. The irradiation part
28 is an opening for releasing the neutrons moderated
by the neutron moderator 1.
[0027] Neutron capture therapy, which selectively kills
cancer cells, has been studied recently and clinically test-
ed in nuclear facilities. The neutron source generator il-
lustrated in FIG. 1 can provide neutrons without use of a
nuclear reactor. In neutron capture therapy, medicine is
prepared from a chemical compound containing a sub-
stance, such as non-radioactive isotope boron-10 (B-10)
that easily causes nuclear reaction with thermal neu-
trons, for example. The medicine is preliminarily admin-
istered to a human so that the medicine is absorbed in
an area where cancer exists, i.e., only in cancer cells
coexisting with normal cells. Neutron capture therapy is
cancer therapy to selectively suppress only cancer cells
by irradiating, by the neutron source generator illustrated
in FIG. 1, a cancer site with neutrons (thermal neutrons
and epithermal neutrons) of an energy that has less in-
fluence on a human body.

[0028] The neutron moderator 1 needs to moderate
the energy of the released neutrons to the range of 10
keV or lower so that the neutrons (thermal neutrons and
epithermal neutrons) have an energy that has less influ-
ence on a human body. The neutron moderator 1 of the
embodiment is made from magnesium fluoride and mod-
erates neutrons, and thus presents high neutron moder-
ating performance in the energy range of 20 keV or lower.
[0029] Effective neutron energy used as radiation for
treating recurrent cancer is generally from 0.5 eV to 10
keV. Neutron energy of lower than 0.5 eV is likely to affect
normal tissues in a skin surface of a human body, while
neutron energy of higher than 10 keV has a larger effect
on normal tissues other than cancer tissues inside a hu-
man body. Compared to a heavy water moderator, the
neutron moderator 1 of the embodiment can suppress
more neutrons having energy of lower than 0.5 eV than
the heavy water moderator does. Compared to a poly-
tetrafluoroethylene moderator, the neutron moderator 1
of the embodiment can suppress more neutrons having
energy of higher than 10 keV than the polytetrafluoroeth-
ylene moderator does.
[0030] In order for the neutron moderator 1 of the em-
bodiment made of magnesium fluoride to have a prede-
termined passage cross-sectional area, it is preferable
that magnesium fluoride be formed into a sintered com-
pact. However, if a magnesium fluoride sintered compact
has enough size as the neutron moderator 1 of the em-
bodiment, it has been found that a magnesium fluoride
sintered compact needs some technique to maintain the
quality of its sintered state, such as cracking or chipping.
The following describes the neutron moderator 1 in detail
with reference to FIG. 2 to FIG. 17.

(Neutron Moderator)

[0031] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the neutron mod-
erator according to the embodiment. FIG. 3 is a side view
of the neutron moderator in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 is a top view
of the neutron moderator in FIG. 3. FIG. 5 is a cross
sectional view taken along line A-A in FIG. 3. The neutron
moderator 1, as illustrated in FIG. 3, is a substantially
cylindrical body having a top surface 1A on the target 27
side illustrated in FIG. 1, a bottom surface 1B on the
irradiation part 28 side illustrated in FIG. 1, and an outer
periphery 1P. As illustrated in FIG. 3, assuming that the
thickness of the neutron moderator 1 is a thickness L in
the travelling direction of neutrons from the target 27 to
the irradiation part 28 illustrated in FIG. 1, the neutral
moderator 1 tends to have a ratio of the thickness L to a
diameter D (thickness L/diameter D) being 180% or larg-
er. When the neutron moderator 1 in such a shape is
sintered as one piece, the inside of the neutron moderator
1 may have lower relative density due to non-uniform
pressurization. The non-uniform relative density of the
neutron moderator 1 may affect the moderation of neu-
trons. The neutron moderator 1 may develop cracks or
chips on its outer periphery portion when the size of the
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neutron moderator 1 is large (specifically, with a diameter
(ϕ) of 150 mm or larger).
[0032] As illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the top sur-
face 1A of the neutron moderator 1 has a tapered surface
1C of a depressed part 27H into which the target 27 il-
lustrated in FIG. 1 is inserted. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
neutron moderator 1 has an outer peripheral tapered sur-
face 1T, the diameter of which decreases toward the bot-
tom surface 1B, so that a diameter d of the bottom surface
1B is smaller than the diameter D of the outer periphery
1P. If the tapered surface 1C and the tapered surface 1T
have large areas, it is difficult to manufacture the neutron
moderator 1 with a high precision shape.
[0033] In view of the above, the inventors studied a
method for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride sintered
compact having a high yield and less cracks by applying
a solid compression sintering method called spark plas-
ma sintering (SPS) or pulsed electric current sintering,
and thus developed the embodiment.
[0034] FIG. 6 is a flowchart for explaining a method for
manufacturing the neutron moderator according to the
embodiment. FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating
a pulsed electric current sintering device. As illustrated
in FIG. 6, a method for manufacturing a sintered compact
according to the embodiment includes a powder filling
process S1 and an intermediate body sintering process
S2. The method for manufacturing the neutron moderator
according to the embodiment, further includes in a lay-
ering process, a first intermediate layered body layering
process S3, a drilling process S4, a second intermediate
layered body layering process S5, an outer periphery ta-
pering process S6, a third intermediate layered body lay-
ering process S7, and a neutron moderator assembling
process S8.
[0035] As illustrated in FIG. 7, a spark plasma sintering
device 30 includes a chamber V the inside atmosphere
of which can be vacuum or purged with Argon or Nitrogen
gas, a graphite die GD, graphite punches GP, graphite
spacers GS, pressure electrode shafts, and a direct cur-
rent pulse power source E. The graphite die GD, the
graphite punches GP, the graphite spacers GS, and the
pressure electrode shafts are made of a conductive ma-
terial such as stainless steel.
[0036] The direct current pulse power source E can
apply ON-OFF direct current pulse to a magnesium flu-
oride powder M in the graphite die GD through the graph-
ite die GD, the graphite punches GP, and the pressure
electrode shafts.
[0037] In the method for manufacturing the sintered
compact according to the embodiment, at the powder
filling process S1, magnesium fluoride powder is pre-
pared and filled by tapping.
[0038] In the method for manufacturing the sintered
compact according to the embodiment, at the intermedi-
ate body sintering process S2, pulsed electric current
sintering is performed for sintering while applying a
pulsed electric current. The magnesium fluoride powder
in the graphite die GD is compressed into a disc shape

with pressure P applied by the graphite punches GP and
the pressure electrode shafts. FIG. 8 is a side view of a
disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compact ac-
cording to the embodiment. FIG. 9 is a top view of the
magnesium fluoride sintered compact in FIG. 8. A mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compact ds according to the em-
bodiment is, for example, a disc (flat cylindrical body)
having a thickness t and a diameter Dt. The ratio of the
thickness t to the diameter Dt is preferably from 8% to
15%. This configuration can prevent the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds from being
cracked or chipped.
[0039] Subsequently in the method for manufacturing
the neutron moderator according to the embodiment, at
the first intermediate layered body layering process S3,
a plurality of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered
compacts ds are manufactured and prepared as inter-
mediate bodies, and then layered and joined together
along their thickness at the first intermediate layered
body layering process S3.
[0040] FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining a layered
state of layered bodies of a first intermediate layered body
according to the embodiment. FIG. 11 is a schematic
diagram illustrating the first intermediate layered body
according to the embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 10,
all of the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pacts ds do not necessarily have the same thickness.
For example, a surface 2a of one of the disc-shaped mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compacts ds arranged on the
top may be scraped off so that a top surface 2A is ex-
posed. In addition, a surface 2b of one of the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds arranged on
the bottom may be scraped off so that a bottom surface
2B is exposed. Thereafter, in the method for manufac-
turing the neutron moderator according to the embodi-
ment, a first intermediate layered body 2 illustrated in
FIG. 11 is manufactured in the layering process. The first
intermediate layered body 2 has a cylindrical shape.
[0041] Subsequently in the method for manufacturing
the neutron moderator according to the embodiment, at
the drilling process S4 in the layering process, a plurality
of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts
ds are drilled in the center portions on their top surfaces.
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining a layered state of
layered bodies of a second intermediate layered body
according to the embodiment. FIG. 13 is a diagram for
explaining a machining process for manufacturing the
second intermediate layered body according to the em-
bodiment. FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
second intermediate layered body according to the em-
bodiment.
[0042] In the embodiment, the tapered surface 1C
needs to be made smooth as illustrated in FIG. 12. As
illustrated in FIG. 13, in the machining process of the
embodiment, one of the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts ds is drilled to form the tapered surface
1C with a drill 40 that is rotated while being revolved
spirally. When the magnesium fluoride sintered compact
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ds is drilled from one surface in order to prevent cracking
or chipping, cracking or chipping tends to occur immedi-
ately before the drill 40 penetrates the other surface. For
this reason, it is preferable that the spiral revolution of
the drill 40 of a cutting device should be stopped imme-
diately before the drill 40 penetrates the other surface of
the magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds, and the drill
40 moves linearly along the thickness direction. By doing
so and as illustrated in FIG. 12, it is possible to form a
vertical inner wall 3S that extends in a vertical direction
through the tapered surface 1C and a bottom surface 3B
of a disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compact
ds, and thus this process secures the thickness of a finally
processed portion of the tapered surface 1C, which pre-
vents cracking and chipping.
[0043] Subsequently in the method for manufacturing
the neutron moderator according to the embodiment, in
the layering process, the disc-shaped magnesium fluo-
ride sintered compacts ds that have been drilled at the
drilling process S4 are manufactured and prepared as
intermediate bodies, and then layered and joined togeth-
er along the thickness direction at the second intermedi-
ate layered body layering process S5.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 12, all of the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds do not neces-
sarily have the same thickness. For example, a surface
3a of one of the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered
compacts ds arranged on the top may be scraped off so
that a top surface 3A is exposed while a protrusion 3Q
remains around an edge of the tapered surface 1C. As
described above, in the method for manufacturing the
neutron moderator according to the embodiment, a sec-
ond intermediate layered body 3 illustrated in FIG. 14 is
manufactured in the layering process. The second inter-
mediate layered body 3 has a cylindrical outer shape. An
angle α of the tapered surface 1C is preferably a constant
angle while considering the order of the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride compacts ds to be layered.
[0045] Subsequently in the method for manufacturing
the neutron moderator according to the embodiment, at
the outer periphery tapering process S6, a plurality of
disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds
are tapered on their outer periphery portions. FIG. 15 is
a diagram for explaining a layered state of layered bodies
of a third intermediate layered body according to the em-
bodiment. FIG. 16 is a diagram for explaining a machining
process for manufacturing the third intermediate layered
body according to the embodiment. FIG. 17 is a sche-
matic diagram illustrating the third intermediate layered
body according to the embodiment.
[0046] In the embodiment, the tapered surface 1T
needs to be made smooth as illustrated in FIG. 15. As
illustrated in FIG. 16, at the machining process of the
embodiment, one of the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts ds is machined to form the tapered
surface 1T with the drill 40 being pressed against the
disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds
from its outer periphery. The magnesium fluoride sintered

compact ds may have a cylindrical portion 4S left as il-
lustrated in FIG. 15. An angle β of the tapered surface
1T is preferably a constant angle while considering the
order of the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride compacts
ds to be layered.
[0047] Subsequently in the method for manufacturing
the neutron moderator according to the embodiment, in
the layering process, the disc-shaped magnesium fluo-
ride sintered compacts ds that have been tapered on
their outer peripheries at the outer periphery tapering
process S6 are manufactured and prepared as interme-
diate bodies, and then layered and joined together along
the thickness direction at the third intermediate layered
body layering process S7.
[0048] In the method for manufacturing the neutron
moderator according to the embodiment, a third interme-
diate layered body 4 illustrated in FIG. 17 is manufactured
in the layering process. The third intermediate layered
body 4 has a substantially conical outer shape having a
top surface 4A, a bottom surface 4B, and the tapered
surface 1T.
[0049] Thereafter, in the method for manufacturing the
neutron moderator according to the embodiment, the top
surface 2A of the first intermediate layered body 2 and
the bottom surface 3B of the second intermediate layered
body 3 are joined together at the neutron moderator as-
sembling process S8. The top surface 3A of the second
intermediate layered body 3 becomes the top surface 1A
of the neutron moderator. In addition, the bottom surface
2B of the first intermediate layered body 2 and the top
surface 4A of the third intermediate layered body 4 are
joined together. The bottom surface 4B of the third inter-
mediate layered body 4 becomes the bottom surface 1B
of the neutron moderator. The neutron moderator 1 is
manufactured by layering the first intermediate layered
body 2, the second intermediate layered body 3, and the
third intermediate layered body 4.
[0050] As described above, the method for manufac-
turing a magnesium fluoride sintered compact includes
the powder filling process S1 for filling a magnesium flu-
oride powder material into a die by tapping, and the in-
termediate body sintering (pulsed electric current sinter-
ing) process S2 for performing pulsed electric current
sintering for sintering the filled magnesium fluoride pow-
der material while applying a pulsed electric current
thereto, to obtain a magnesium fluoride sintered compact
(intermediate body). This manufacturing method pro-
vides a magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds having
less variation in grain size distribution and suppressed
grain growth, preventing cracking and chipping while in-
creasing relative density.
[0051] The magnesium fluoride powder material filled
at the powder filling process S1 is a high-purity material
having a purity of 99 percent by mass or higher, but may
contain inevitable impurities. A magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compact ds made of such a material can suppress
neutrons having energy of lower than 0.5 eV. In addition,
the magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds can sup-
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press neutrons having energy of higher than 10 keV.
[0052] The method for manufacturing a neutron mod-
erator includes a preparation process for preparing disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds man-
ufactured by the method for manufacturing a magnesium
fluoride sintered compact described above, and the lay-
ering process for layering and joining the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds to manufac-
ture the neutron moderator 1. This method eliminates the
necessity of sintering a thick large magnesium fluoride
sintered compact ds, and hence can lower the possibility
of decreasing the relative density inside the neutron mod-
erator 1.
[0053] When the neutron moderator 1 includes a disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds as the
first intermediate layered body 2, the neutron moderator
1 also includes the second intermediate layered body 3
containing at least one layered body obtained at the ma-
chining process by drilling a magnesium fluoride sintered
compact ds that is an intermediate body. By this manu-
facturing method, disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compacts ds with low processabiltiy can be made
thin, thereby it becomes easy to penetrate precisely holes
of respective magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds.
[0054] In case the neutron moderator 1 includes a disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compact ds as the
first intermediate layered body, the neutron moderator 1
also includes the third intermediate layered body 4 con-
taining at least one layered body obtained at the machin-
ing process by tapering the outer periphery of a magne-
sium fluoride sintered compact ds that is an intermediate
body. By this manufacturing method, disc-shaped mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compacts ds are made thin, im-
proving the precision in processing the magnesium flu-
oride sintered compacts ds that are prone to cracking or
chipping on their outer peripheries.
[0055] The neutron moderator 1 includes the first in-
termediate layered body 2 in which a plurality of disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered compacts ds are
layered. The neutron moderator 1 can suppress neutrons
having energy of lower than 0.5 eV by using the magne-
sium fluoride sintered compacts ds to be free from cracks
and chipping and to have high relative density. The neu-
tron moderator 1 can also suppress neutrons having en-
ergy of higher than 10 keV by using the magnesium flu-
oride sintered compacts ds to be free from cracks and
chipping and to have high relative density.
[0056] The neutron moderator 1 contains the first in-
termediate layered body 2, the second intermediate lay-
ered body 3, and the third intermediate layered body 4
being layered, and thus presents a uniform performance
for moderating neutrons at any one of the first interme-
diate layered body 2, the second intermediate layered
body 3, and the third intermediate layered body 4.

(Examples)

[0057] To obtain samples, a magnesium fluoride pow-

der (manufactured by Morita Chemical Industries Co.,
Ltd.) having a purity of 99% or higher was filled in a die
vessel having an inner volume of a sintered diameter ϕ
(mm) 3 thickness (mm), and then powder filling was per-
formed by tapping.
[0058] Subsequently, the vessel filled with the magne-
sium fluoride powder was set in a spark plasma sintering
device, and a vacuum atmosphere was created as a sin-
tering atmosphere by decompression. Cracking was
checked under constant and variable pressurizing con-
ditions (changed in the order indicated by the arrow in
Table 1). Examples and comparative examples were
tested under the same electric current conditions of sup-
plying a pulsed electric current having the maximum cur-
rent output of approximately 18,000 A. The magnesium
fluoride powder was heated at a heating rate ranging
from 1°C/min to 15°C/min until it reached a holding tem-
perature ranging from 630°C to 900°C. A holding time
was set to a value ranging from 15 minutes to 240 min-
utes. After cracking was checked, samples free from
cracks were denoted by examples 1 to 13 while samples
with cracks were denoted by comparative examples 1 to
12.
[0059] According to the findings from the examples,
the heating rate is preferably in the range of 1°C/min to
7°C/min. If the heating rate of the die is higher than
7°C/min, a temperature difference between the inside
and the outside of the magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pact becomes large, leading to problems of large differ-
ence in grain sizes, and to cracking problems. On the
other hand, if the heating rate is 7°C/min or lower, it is
possible to heat the magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pact without causing such large difference in grains sizes.
As a result, cracking of the sintered compact can be pre-
vented. However, if the temperature increase rate is low-
er than 1°C/min, heating takes longer time, which causes
a manufacturing efficiency problem.
[0060] According to the findings from the examples,
the magnesium fluoride powder is not limited to a specific
powder as long as it has high purity and concentration
of 99.0% or higher. A general magnesium fluoride pow-
der may be used, such as a powder obtained by, for ex-
ample, adding hydrofluoric acid to a cation exchange res-
in, one of the cation exchange groups of which is gener-
ally magnesium, and then extracting and powdering the
produced magnesium fluoride particles.
[0061] According to the findings from the examples,
the pressurizing condition for the method for manufac-
turing the magnesium fluoride sintered compact is pref-
erably about 20 MPa. If the pressurizing condition is lower
than 20 MPa, the magnesium fluoride powder is not suf-
ficiently compressed and large gaps are left among pow-
der particles, which may cause cracking in the magnesi-
um fluoride sintered compact. If the pressurizing condi-
tion is higher than 20 MPa, the outer periphery of the
magnesium fluoride sintered compact may be prone to
damage. If the pressurizing condition is higher than 20
MPa, there is a problem in the specification of a manu-
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facturing device in that application of a high pressure on
a large-sized magnesium fluoride sintered compact is
difficult in light of the device’s performance. Sintering is
preferably performed under the constant pressurizing
condition because the crystalline structure of a sintered
compact is easy to be uniform.
[0062] According to the findings from the examples,
the holding temperature for the method for manufacturing
the magnesium fluoride sintered compact is preferably
from 650 to 800°C. A holding temperature of lower than
650°C requires a longer holding time to obtain uniform
crystal grains, while a holding temperature of higher than
800°C is not cost-effective, because the effect is saturat-
ed.
[0063] According to the findings from the examples,
the holding time of die heating for the method for manu-
facturing the magnesium fluoride sintered compact is
preferably 45 minutes or longer. A holding time of longer
than 180 minutes may increase manufacturing cost, be-
cause the effect is saturated.
[0064] According to the findings from the examples,
99% or higher relative density can be achieved.

Reference Signs List

[0065]

1 Neutron moderator
2 First intermediate layered body
3 Second intermediate layered body
4 Third intermediate layered body
20 Target unit
21 Ion source
22 Low energy beam transport system
23 Accelerating tube
25 Beam transport
26 Bending magnet
27 Target
28 Irradiation part
29 Neutron reflector
30 Spark plasma sintering device
40 Drill
100 Accelerator
ds Magnesium fluoride sintered compact
E Direct current pulse power source
GD Graphite die
GP Graphite punch
GS Graphite spacer

Items pertaining to the invention and the disclosure

[0066] The following items are also at least part of the
present disclosure and represent aspects of the inven-
tion.

1. A method for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride
sintered compact, the method comprising:

filling a magnesium fluoride powder material into
a die by tapping; and
performing pulsed electric current sintering for
sintering the filled magnesium fluoride powder
material while applying a pulsed electric current
thereto, to obtain a magnesium fluoride sintered
compact.

2. The method for manufacturing a magnesium flu-
oride sintered compact according to item 1, wherein,
in the powder filling, the magnesium fluoride powder
material is a high-purity material having a purity of
99 percent by mass or higher, and the rest thereof
contains inevitable impurities.

3. A method for manufacturing a neutron moderator,
the method comprising:

preparing a plurality of disc-shaped magnesium
fluoride sintered compacts manufactured by the
method for manufacturing a magnesium fluoride
sintered compact according to item 1 or 2; and
layering and joining the disc-shaped magnesi-
um fluoride sintered compacts to manufacture
a neutron moderator.

4. The method for manufacturing a neutron moder-
ator according to item 3, wherein in the layering and
joining, when the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts are used as intermediate bodies,
at least one second intermediate layered body is lay-
ered, the second intermediate layered body being
obtained by further drilling the intermediate bodies.

5. The method for manufacturing a neutron moder-
ator according to item 4, wherein in the layering and
joining, when the disc-shaped magnesium fluoride
sintered compacts are used as intermediate bodies,
at least one third intermediate layered body is lay-
ered, the third intermediate layered body being ob-
tained by tapering an outer periphery of the interme-
diate bodies.

6. The method for manufacturing a neutron moder-
ator according to item 5, wherein in the layering and
joining, a neutron moderator is manufactured by lay-
ering a first intermediate layered body, the second
intermediate layered body, and the third intermedi-
ate layered body.

7. A neutron moderator that moderates neutrons, the
neutron moderator comprising an intermediate lay-
ered body in which a plurality of disc-shaped mag-
nesium fluoride sintered compacts are layered.
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Claims

1. A neutron moderator (1) that is configured to mod-
erate neutrons, the neutron moderator comprising:

a first intermediate layered body (2) in which a
plurality of disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sin-
tered compacts (ds) are layered; and
a second intermediate layered body (3) in which
disc-shaped magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pacts (ds) are layered,
the second intermediate layered body (3) being
joined together with the first intermediate lay-
ered body (2) and including:

a hole in the disc-shaped magnesium fluo-
ride sintered compacts (ds);
a tapered surface (1C) surrounding the
hole;
a bottom surface (3B); and
a vertical inner wall (3S) disposed in a disc-
shaped magnesium fluoride sintered com-
pact (ds) disposed in a bottom of the second
intermediate layered body (3), the vertical
inner wall (3S) extending in a vertical direc-
tion through the tapered surface (10) and
the bottom surface (3B) of the disc-shaped
magnesium fluoride sintered compact (ds) .

2. The neutron moderator according to claim 1, wherein
the magnesium fluoride sintered compacts (ds) of
the first and the second intermediate layered body
(2, 3) were manufactured by a method comprising:

filling a magnesium fluoride powder material into
a die by tapping; and
performing pulsed electric current sintering for
sintering the filled magnesium fluoride powder
material while applying a pulsed electric current
thereto, to obtain a magnesium fluoride sintered
compact, wherein

the heating rate of the die is 1°C/min to 7°C/min.
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