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(54) AUXILIARY POWER UNIT SYSTEMS

(57) An auxiliary power unit (APU) system for an air-
craft can include a fuel consuming system (101) config-
ured to generate and output electrical energy for use by
one or more aircraft systems and a battery system (103)
configured to output stored electrical energy for use by
the one or more aircraft systems. The fuel consuming
system can include a fuel consuming APU (105), and an

APU generator (107) operatively connected to the fuel
consuming APU and configured to convert APU motion
into APU generator alternating current (AC). The system
can include a high voltage AC line (111) operatively con-
nected to the generator. The battery system can include
a battery (113) configured to output battery direct current
(DC).
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Description

FIELD

[0001] This disclosure relates to auxiliary power units
(APUs) and related systems.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Aircraft rely on Auxiliary Power Units (APUs) to
provide three main functions, i.e., starting the aircraft
main engines, providing compressed air to the environ-
mental control systems, and providing electrical power
to the aircraft accessory systems when the main gener-
ators are not running. Traditional APUs are typically tur-
bines which require fuel to be used, and can also con-
tribute to airport noise and air pollution. Airport Ground
Service Equipment may be used as an alternative, but
is not always available at all locations where an airplane
may be operated or serviced.
[0003] Such conventional methods and systems have
generally been considered satisfactory for their intended
purpose. However, there is still a need in the art for im-
proved APU systems. The present disclosure provides
a solution for this need.

SUMMARY

[0004] An auxiliary power unit (APU) system for an air-
craft can include a fuel consuming system configured to
generate and output electrical energy for use by one or
more aircraft systems and a battery system configured
to output stored electrical energy for use by the one or
more aircraft systems. The fuel consuming system can
include a fuel consuming APU, and an APU generator
operatively connected to the fuel consuming APU and
configured to convert APU motion into APU generator
alternating current (AC). The system can include a high
voltage AC line operatively connected to the generator.
The battery system can include a battery configured to
output battery direct current (DC).
[0005] The system can include a battery controller con-
figured to control discharging and/or charging of the bat-
tery. The system can include an AC-DC converter dis-
posed between the high voltage AC line and the battery
system and configured to convert the battery DC to bat-
tery energy AC (e.g., high voltage AC) to output the bat-
tery energy AC to the high voltage AC line. The AC-DC
converter can be configured to convert APU generator
AC to generator DC current for charging the battery.
[0006] The system can include a DC-AC converter op-
eratively connected to the AC-DC converter and config-
ured to convert generator DC from the AC-DC converter
and/or battery DC from the battery system into compres-
sor AC configured to operate a cabin air compressor.
The system can include an AC-AC converter disposed
on the high voltage AC line and configured to receive
APU generator AC or battery energy AC to condition the

APU generator AC or battery energy AC to be used by
an engine starter or to be used by an aircraft electrical
bus. Any converter (e.g., AC-DC, DC-AC, AC-AC) dis-
closed herein can be unidirectional or bidirectional, and
can include any suitable components and/or combina-
tions of converters.
[0007] The system can include a control module con-
figured to control the APU system to operate in one or
more modes, independently or in any combination. The
one or more modes can include at least one of a battery
driven engine start mode where the battery provides elec-
trical energy to the engine starter through the AC-DC
converter, the high voltage line, and the AC-AC convert-
er, a battery driven auxiliary electrical power mode
wherein the battery provides electrical energy to the air-
craft electrical bus through the AC-DC converter, the high
voltage line, and the AC-AC converter, a battery driven
cabin air mode where the battery provides electrical en-
ergy to the cabin air compressor through the DC-AC con-
verter, an APU generator driven cabin air mode where
the APU generator provides electrical energy to the cabin
air compressor through the AC-DC converter and then
the DC-AC converter, an APU generator driven auxiliary
electrical power mode where the APU generator provides
electrical energy to the aircraft electrical bus through the
AC-AC converter, an APU generator driven engine start
mode where the APU generator provides electrical en-
ergy to the engine starter through the AC-AC converter,
an APU generator driven battery charging mode where
the APU generator provides electrical energy to the bat-
tery through the AC-DC converter and the battery con-
troller to charge the battery, and/or an aircraft electrical
bus driven battery charging mode where the aircraft elec-
trical bus provides electrical energy to the battery through
the AC-AC converter, the AC-DC converter, and the bat-
tery controller to charge the battery. Any other suitable
modes are contemplated herein.
[0008] The control module can be configured to oper-
ate the system in the APU generator driven cabin air
mode, the APU generator driven auxiliary electrical pow-
er mode, the APU generator driven engine start mode,
and/or the APU generator driven battery charging mode
for no more than 15 minutes consecutively (e.g., or any
other suitable period of time allowed at a particular air-
port), and to use the battery driven engine start mode,
and/or the battery driven cabin air mode in such a manner
that more than 15 minutes of usage of the APU is pre-
vented to reduce APU noise pollution. Any other suitable
control scheme is contemplated herein (e.g., as a func-
tion of battery charge state).
[0009] In accordance with at least one aspect of this
disclosure, an aircraft can include an auxiliary power unit
(APU) system as disclosed herein, e.g., as described
above. The aircraft can include any other suitable com-
ponents and/or systems as appreciated by those having
ordinary skill in the art. In accordance with at least one
aspect of this disclosure, a method can include switching
between a fuel consuming APU system and a battery
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system to provide electrical energy to one or more aircraft
systems such that the fuel consuming APU system is
limited to operating only for a predetermined period of
time consecutively. The method can include any other
suitable method(s) and/or portion(s) thereof.
[0010] These and other features of the embodiments
of the subject disclosure will become more readily ap-
parent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] So that those skilled in the art to which the sub-
ject disclosure appertains will readily understand how to
make and use the devices and methods of the subject
disclosure without undue experimentation, embodiments
thereof will be described in detail herein below with ref-
erence to certain figures, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of
an APU system in accordance with this disclosure;
Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in a battery driven engine
start mode;
Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in a battery driven auxiliary
electrical power mode;
Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in a battery driven cabin air
mode;
Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in a battery driven auxiliary
power and cabin air mode;
Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in an APU generator driven
cabin air and auxiliary power mode;
Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in an APU generator driven
engine start and cabin air mode;
Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in an APU battery charging
mode; and
Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram of the embodiment of
Fig. 1, shown operating in an aircraft electrical bus
driven battery charging mode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] Reference will now be made to the drawings
wherein like reference numerals identify similar structural
features or aspects of the subject disclosure. For purpos-
es of explanation and illustration, and not limitation, an
illustrative view of an embodiment of a system in accord-
ance with the disclosure is shown in Fig. 1 and is desig-
nated generally by reference character 100. Other em-
bodiments and/or aspects of this disclosure are shown
in Figs. 2-9.
[0013] Referring to Fig 1, an auxiliary power unit (APU)

system 100 for an aircraft (not shown) can include a fuel
consuming system 101 configured to generate and out-
put electrical energy for use by one or more aircraft sys-
tems (e.g., engine starter, environmental control system,
aircraft electrical bus) and a battery system 103 config-
ured to output stored electrical energy for use by the one
or more aircraft systems. The fuel consuming system 101
can include a fuel consuming APU 105 (e.g., a turboma-
chine APU), and an APU generator 107 operatively con-
nected to the fuel consuming APU 105 (e.g., via a gear-
box 109 or directly) and configured to convert APU motion
into APU generator alternating current (AC) (e.g., high
voltage). The system 100 can include a high voltage AC
line 111 operatively connected to the generator 107.
[0014] The battery system 103 can include a battery
113 (e.g., including any suitable number of batteries
and/or cells) configured to output battery direct current
(DC) (e.g., high voltage). The battery system 103 can
include a battery controller 115 (e.g., having any suitable
power electronics) configured to control discharging
and/or charging of the battery 113. The battery 113 can
be a high voltage battery for use in hybrid electric aircraft
propulsion. Certain embodiments can include an entirely
separate battery only for usage with the APU system 100
for APU functions.
[0015] The system 100 can include an AC-DC convert-
er 117 disposed between the high voltage AC line 111
and the battery system 103 and configured to convert
the battery DC (e.g., high voltage) to battery energy AC
(e.g., high voltage) to output the battery energy AC to the
high voltage AC line 111. The AC-DC converter 117 can
be configured to convert APU generator AC to generator
DC current for charging the battery 113.
[0016] The system 100 can include a DC-AC converter
119 operatively connected to the AC-DC 117 converter
and/or the battery system 103. The DC-AC converter 119
can be configured to convert generator DC (e.g., high
voltage) from the AC-DC converter 117 and/or battery
DC (e.g., high voltage) from the battery system 103 into
compressor AC configured to operate a cabin air com-
pressor 121 (e.g., which can operates at any suitable
voltage which can be a wild frequency AC voltage be-
cause the voltage level and frequency can be dependent
on the current operating speed of the compressor motor).
[0017] The system 100 can include an AC-AC 123 con-
verter disposed on the high voltage AC line 111 and con-
figured to receive APU generator AC (e.g., high voltage)
or battery energy AC (e.g., high voltage) to condition the
APU generator AC or battery energy AC to be used by
an engine starter 125 or to be used by an aircraft electrical
bus 127 (e.g., 115V, 230V). Any converter (e.g., AC-DC,
DC-AC, AC-AC) disclosed herein, e.g., above, can be
unidirectional or bidirectional, and can include any suit-
able components and/or combinations of converters.
[0018] The system 100 can include a control module
129 configured to control the APU system 100 to operate
in one or more modes, independently or in any combi-
nation. The control module 129 can include any suitable

3 4 



EP 3 812 282 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

hardware and/or software module(s) and connections
configured perform any disclosed function. Referring to
Fig. 2, the one or more modes can include a battery driven
engine start mode where the battery 113 provides elec-
trical energy to the engine starter 125 through the AC-
DC converter 117, the high voltage line 111, and the AC-
AC converter 123. Referring to Fig. 3, the one or more
modes can include a battery driven auxiliary electrical
power mode wherein the battery 113 provides electrical
energy to the aircraft electrical bus 127 through the AC-
DC converter 117, the high voltage line 111, and the AC-
AC converter 123.
[0019] Referring to Fig. 4, the one or more modes can
include a battery driven cabin air mode where the battery
113 provides electrical energy to the cabin air compres-
sor 121 through the DC-AC converter 119 (e.g., which is
configured to condition the voltage to drive the compres-
sor 121). Referring to Fig. 5, the one or more modes can
include a combination of the modes of Figs. 3 and Figs. 4.
[0020] Referring to Fig. 6, the one or more modes can
include an APU generator driven cabin air mode where
the APU generator 107 provides electrical energy to the
cabin air compressor 121 through the AC-DC converter
117 and then the DC-AC converter 119. As also shown
in Fig. 6, the one or more modes can include an APU
generator driven auxiliary electrical power mode where
the APU generator 107 provides electrical energy to the
aircraft electrical bus 127 through the AC-AC converter
123.
[0021] Referring to Fig. 7, the one or more modes can
include an APU generator driven engine start mode
where the APU generator 107 provides electrical energy
to the engine starter 125 through the AC-AC converter
123. Also as shown in Fig. 7, the APU generator driven
engine start mode can be combined with the APU gen-
erator driven cabin air mode.
[0022] Referring to Fig. 8, the one or more modes can
include an APU generator driven battery charging mode
where the APU generator 107 provides electrical energy
to the battery 113 through the AC-DC converter 117 and
the battery controller 115 to charge the battery 113. Re-
ferring to Fig. 9, the one or more modes can include
and/or an aircraft electrical bus driven battery charging
mode where the aircraft electrical bus 127 provides elec-
trical energy (e.g., from an engine driven AC generator
or external Ground Power Unit) to the battery 113 through
the AC-AC converter 123, the AC-DC converter 117, and
the battery controller 115 to charge the battery 113. This
mode can be used in flight when producing energy (e.g.,
through the engine generator) and/or can be used on
ground when the aircraft is hooked up to ground power,
for example.
[0023] Any other suitable modes are contemplated
herein. Any suitable combination of modes is contem-
plated herein.
[0024] Any other suitable electrical pathways are con-
templated herein (e.g., bypassing one or more converters
for any suitable purpose). Any other suitable compo-

nents, converters, and/or aircraft electronics for the sys-
tem are contemplated herein.
[0025] The control module can be configured to oper-
ate the system in the APU generator driven cabin air
mode, the APU generator driven auxiliary electrical pow-
er mode, the APU generator driven engine start mode,
and/or the APU generator driven battery charging mode
for no more than 15 minutes consecutively (e.g., or any
other suitable period of time allowed at a particular air-
port), and to use the battery driven engine start mode,
and/or the battery driven cabin air mode and/or any other
suitable battery mode (e.g., battery aircraft electronics
mode) in such a manner that more than 15 minutes of
usage of the APU is prevented to reduce APU noise pol-
lution. For example, embodiments may run in battery only
mode for a set amount of time or for until a certain battery
charge state is reached (e.g., no more useable charge
available without damaging the battery, e.g., 5%-10%
state of charge) to avoid generating noise and emissions.
In certain embodiments, only after the battery has been
depleted, the control module can revert to APU driven
power to provide APU services and/or charge the battery.
In certain embodiments, the APU generator modes can
be operated for a set period of time (e.g., 15 minutes)
and when more than the set period of time has been used
with the APU on, the control module can switch to one
or more battery-only modes and shut down the APU to
reduce emissions and noise pollution, and/or to comport
with local rules). The battery can be sized for any suitable
anticipated use (e.g., 15 minutes to an hour of operation
on the ground of battery only modes, or smaller than 15
minutes of battery only usage to reduce weight where
the APU is used more on the ground). Any other suitable
control scheme is contemplated herein (e.g., as a func-
tion of battery charge state).
[0026] As used herein, the term high voltage can mean
about 115V and above (e.g., 270V). In certain embodi-
ments, aircraft electronics connected to the aircraft elec-
tronics bus can typically be about 115Vrms.
[0027] In accordance with at least one aspect of this
disclosure, an aircraft can include an auxiliary power unit
(APU) system as disclosed herein, e.g., system 100 as
described above. The aircraft can include any other suit-
able components and/or systems as appreciated by
those having ordinary skill in the art. In accordance with
at least one aspect of this disclosure, a method can in-
clude switching between a fuel consuming APU system
and a battery system to provide electrical energy to one
or more aircraft systems such that the fuel consuming
APU system is limited to operating only for a predeter-
mined period of time consecutively. The method can in-
clude any other suitable method(s) and/or portion(s)
thereof
[0028] Embodiments can utilize a cabin air compressor
that is an electric motor driven compressor instead of a
direct APU driven compressor. Such compressors can
be driven off of AC power, can be a smaller, more effi-
cient, and can be dedicated for ground use only, reducing
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the amount of electrical energy required to operate. Em-
bodiments can include a separate large compressor for
in flight use, for example. Certain embodiments of an
electrically driven compressor need to have conditioned
AC through the DC-AC converter.
[0029] Embodiments can include one or more AC-
DC/DC-AC high voltage converters integrated with the
battery controller/charger. The AC-DC converter can be
used for converting back fed AC from, e.g., the APU gen-
erator. The DC-AC converter can be used for converting
DC back to AC conditioned to run an electric motor based
compressor for the environmental control system.
[0030] Embodiments can include a control module that
references state of charge of the battery and the time of
use of APU and can switch between modes as needed
or desired (e.g., to never run APU more than 10 or 15
minutes consecutively). Embodiments may only utilize
the battery 113 on the ground, however, the battery 113
may be configured to be used for backup power in flight
for redundancy.
[0031] In accordance with certain embodiments, using
a high power generator on the APU, and integrating a
large battery and electrically driven cabin air compressor,
along with an AC-AC converter, certain embodiments
open up the possibility of driving each of the APU func-
tions either from a traditional gas turbine APU or from a
battery system. The battery system can in turn be re-
charged either from the APU or the conventional aircraft
electrical system. Embodiments provide the ability to run
completely off of batteries for at least some amount of
time, while retaining the full capabilities of a traditional
APU for extended ground operations.
[0032] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art,
aspects of the present disclosure may be embodied as
a system, method or computer program product. Accord-
ingly, aspects of this disclosure may take the form of an
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software em-
bodiment (including firmware, resident software, micro-
code, etc.), or an embodiment combining software and
hardware aspects, all possibilities of which can be re-
ferred to herein as a "circuit," "module," or "system." A
"circuit," "module," or "system" can include one or more
portions of one or more separate physical hardware
and/or software components that can together perform
the disclosed function of the "circuit," "module," or "sys-
tem", or a "circuit," "module," or "system" can be a single
self-contained unit (e.g., of hardware and/or software).
Furthermore, aspects of this disclosure may take the form
of a computer program product embodied in one or more
computer readable medium(s) having computer reada-
ble program code embodied thereon.
[0033] Any combination of one or more computer read-
able medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable
medium may be a computer readable signal medium or
a computer readable storage medium. A computer read-
able storage medium may be, for example, but not limited
to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, in-
frared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, or device,

or any suitable combination of the foregoing. More spe-
cific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer
readable storage medium would include the following:
an electrical connection having one or more wires, a port-
able computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-
only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a
magnetic storage device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. In the context of this document, a computer
readable storage medium may be any tangible medium
that can contain, or store a program for use by or in con-
nection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.
[0034] A computer readable signal medium may in-
clude a propagated data signal with computer readable
program code embodied therein, for example, in base-
band or as part of a carrier wave. Such a propagated
signal may take any of a variety of forms, including, but
not limited to, electro-magnetic, optical, or any suitable
combination thereof. A computer readable signal medi-
um may be any computer readable medium that is not a
computer readable storage medium and that can com-
municate, propagate, or transport a program for use by
or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.
[0035] Program code embodied on a computer read-
able medium may be transmitted using any appropriate
medium, including but not limited to wireless, wireline,
optical fiber cable, RF, etc., or any suitable combination
of the foregoing.
[0036] Computer program code for carrying out oper-
ations for aspects of this disclosure may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages, in-
cluding an object oriented programming language such
as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional pro-
cedural programming languages, such as the "C" pro-
gramming language or similar programming languages.
The program code may execute entirely on the user’s
computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer
and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote
computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area net-
work (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for ex-
ample, through the Internet using an Internet Service Pro-
vider).
[0037] Aspects of the this disclosure may be described
above with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams of methods, apparatus (systems) and
computer program products according to embodiments
of this disclosure. It will be understood that each block
of any flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, and
combinations of blocks in any flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by computer
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program instructions. These computer program instruc-
tions may be provided to a processor of a general pur-
pose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a ma-
chine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data
processing apparatus, create means for implementing
the functions/acts specified in any flowchart and/or block
diagram block or blocks.
[0038] These computer program instructions may also
be stored in a computer readable medium that can direct
a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to function in a particular manner,
such that the instructions stored in the computer readable
medium produce an article of manufacture including in-
structions which implement the function/act specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.
[0039] The computer program instructions may also
be loaded onto a computer, other programmable data
processing apparatus, or other devices to cause a series
of operational steps to be performed on the computer,
other programmable apparatus or other devices to pro-
duce a computer implemented process such that the in-
structions which execute on the computer or other pro-
grammable apparatus provide processes for implement-
ing the functions/acts specified herein.
[0040] Those having ordinary skill in the art understand
that any numerical values disclosed herein can be exact
values or can be values within a range. Further, any terms
of approximation (e.g., "about", "approximately",
"around") used in this disclosure can mean the stated
value within a range. For example, in certain embodi-
ments, the range can be within (plus or minus) 20%, or
within 10%, or within 5%, or within 2%, or within any other
suitable percentage or number as appreciated by those
having ordinary skill in the art (e.g., for known tolerance
limits or error ranges).
[0041] The articles "a", "an", and "the" as used herein
and in the appended claims are used herein to refer to
one or to more than one (i.e., to at least one) of the gram-
matical object of the article unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. By way of example, "an element"
means one element or more than one element.
[0042] The phrase "and/or," as used herein in the spec-
ification and in the claims, should be understood to mean
"either or both" of the elements so conjoined, i.e., ele-
ments that are conjunctively present in some cases and
disjunctively present in other cases. Multiple elements
listed with "and/or" should be construed in the same fash-
ion, i.e., "one or more" of the elements so conjoined. Oth-
er elements may optionally be present other than the
elements specifically identified by the "and/or" clause,
whether related or unrelated to those elements specifi-
cally identified. Thus, as a non-limiting example, a refer-
ence to "A and/or B", when used in conjunction with open-
ended language such as "comprising" can refer, in one
embodiment, to A only (optionally including elements oth-
er than B); in another embodiment, to B only (optionally

including elements other than A); in yet another embod-
iment, to both A and B (optionally including other ele-
ments); etc.
[0043] As used herein in the specification and in the
claims, "or" should be understood to have the same
meaning as "and/or" as defined above. For example,
when separating items in a list, "or" or "and/or" shall be
interpreted as being inclusive, i.e., the inclusion of at least
one, but also including more than one, of a number or
list of elements, and, optionally, additional unlisted items.
Only terms clearly indicated to the contrary, such as "only
one of’ or "exactly one of," or, when used in the
claims, "consisting of," will refer to the inclusion of exactly
one element of a number or list of elements. In general,
the term "or" as used herein shall only be interpreted as
indicating exclusive alternatives (i.e., "one or the other
but not both") when preceded by terms of exclusivity,
such as "either," "one of," "only one of," or "exactly one
of."
[0044] Any suitable combination(s) of any disclosed
embodiments and/or any suitable portion(s) thereof are
contemplated herein as appreciated by those having or-
dinary skill in the art in view of this disclosure.
[0045] The embodiments of the present disclosure, as
described above and shown in the drawings, provide for
improvement in the art to which they pertain. While the
subject disclosure includes reference to certain embod-
iments, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that
changes and/or modifications may be made thereto with-
out departing from the scope of the invention as defined
by the claims.

Claims

1. An auxiliary power unit, APU, system for an aircraft,
comprising:

a fuel consuming system (101) configured to
generate and output electrical energy for use by
one or more aircraft system; and
a battery system (103) configured to output
stored electrical energy for use by the one or
more aircraft systems.

2. The APU system of claim 1, wherein the fuel con-
suming system comprises:

a fuel consuming APU (105); and
an APU generator (107) operatively connected
to the fuel consuming APU and configured to
convert APU motion into APU generator alter-
nating current, AC.

3. The APU system of claim 2, further comprising a high
voltage AC line (111) operatively connected to the
generator.
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4. The APU system of claim 3, wherein the battery sys-
tem includes a battery (113) configured to output bat-
tery direct current, DC, and a battery controller (115)
configured to control discharging and/or charging of
the battery.

5. The APU system of claim 4, further comprising an
AC-DC converter (117) disposed between the high
voltage AC line and the battery system and config-
ured to convert the battery DC to battery energy AC
to output the battery energy AC to the high voltage
AC line.

6. The APU system of claim 5, wherein the AC-DC con-
verter is configured to convert APU generator AC to
generator DC current for charging the battery.

7. The APU system of claim 6, further comprising a DC-
AC converter (119) operatively connected to the AC-
DC converter and configured to convert generator
DC from the AC-DC converter and/or battery DC
from the battery system into compressor AC config-
ured to operate a cabin air compressor.

8. The APU system of claim 7, further comprising an
AC-AC converter (123) disposed on the high voltage
AC line and configured to receive APU generator AC
or battery energy AC to condition the APU generator
AC or battery energy AC to be used by an engine
starter or to be used by an aircraft electrical bus.

9. The APU system of claim 8, further comprising a
control module (129) configured to control the APU
system to operate in one or more modes, independ-
ently or in any combination, the one or more modes
comprising at least one of:

a battery driven engine start mode where the
battery provides electrical energy to the engine
starter through the AC-DC converter, the high
voltage line, and the AC-AC converter;
a battery driven auxiliary electrical power mode
wherein the battery provides electrical energy
to the aircraft electrical bus through the AC-DC
converter, the high voltage line, and the AC-AC
converter;
a battery driven cabin air mode where the battery
provides electrical energy to the cabin air com-
pressor through the DC-AC converter;
an APU generator driven cabin air mode where
the APU generator provides electrical energy to
the cabin air compressor through the AC-DC
converter and then the DC-AC converter;
an APU generator driven auxiliary electrical
power mode where the APU generator provides
electrical energy to the aircraft electrical bus
through the AC-AC converter;
an APU generator driven engine start mode

where the APU generator provides electrical en-
ergy to the engine starter through the AC-AC
converter;
an APU generator driven battery charging mode
where the APU generator provides electrical en-
ergy to the battery through the AC-DC converter
and the battery controller to charge the battery;
and/or
an aircraft electrical bus driven battery charging
mode where the aircraft electrical bus provides
electrical energy to the battery through the AC-
AC converter, the AC-DC converter, and the bat-
tery controller to charge the battery.

10. The APU system of claim 9, wherein the control mod-
ule is configured to operate the system in the APU
generator driven cabin air mode, the APU generator
driven auxiliary electrical power mode, the APU gen-
erator driven engine start mode, and/or the APU gen-
erator driven battery charging mode for no more than
15 minutes consecutively, and to use the battery driv-
en engine start mode, and/or the battery driven cabin
air mode in such a manner that more than 15 minutes
of usage of the APU is prevented to reduce APU
noise pollution.

11. An aircraft, comprising:
an auxiliary power unit, APU, system (100) for an
aircraft as defined in any preceding claim.

12. A method, comprising:
switching between a fuel consuming APU system
and a battery system to provide electrical energy to
one or more aircraft systems such that the fuel con-
suming APU system is limited to operating only for
a predetermined period of time consecutively.
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