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(54) POWER CONVERTER FOR A THERMAL SYSTEM

(57) The invention relates to a control system for con-
trolling a heater (102), the control system comprising:
a power converter (116) including a power switch (206)
and operable to generate an adjustable output voltage;
a sensor circuit (208) configured to measure at least one
of a voltage and an electric current of the heater (102);
and
a controller (104) connected to the power converter
(116), wherein the controller (104) is configured to

determine an input parameter based on the at least one
of the voltage and the electric current,
determine the output voltage applied for the heater (102)
based on the input parameter and a desired setpoint,
wherein the desired setpoint is based on an operational
state of the heater (102), and
operate the power switch (206) of the power converter
(116) to generate the output voltage.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to thermal sys-
tems and more particularly, to thermal systems having
varied power.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The statements in this section merely provide
background information related to the present disclosure
and may not constitute prior art.
[0003] Generally, a pedestal heater is a semiconductor
processing tool for heating a wafer disposed thereon.
The pedestal heater includes a heating plate and a sup-
port shaft disposed under the heating plate. The heating
plate may include a ceramic substrate and a plurality of
resistive heating elements embedded in the ceramic sub-
strate to define a plurality of heating zones. Typically, the
same power is applied to the plurality of resistive heating
elements at the same ramp rate during heater startup.
[0004] Despite the same power applied to the resistive
heating elements, some resistive heating elements may
be heated faster than the other heating elements due to,
for example, the position of the heating zones relative to
heat sinks, and differences in the characteristics of the
heating zones caused by non-uniform manufacturing.
When a heating zone is heated faster than an adjacent
heating zone, the temperature difference between the
adjacent heating zones causes different thermal expan-
sion and consequently thermal stress between the adja-
cent heating zones. Significant thermal stress may result
in generation of thermal cracks in the ceramic substrate.

SUMMARY

[0005] In one form, the present disclosure provides for
a thermal system including a heater, a power converter
including a power switch, and a controller. The power
converter is in in communication with the heater, and is
operable to apply an adjustable voltage to the heater.
The controller is in communication with the power switch
to control the voltage output of the power converter based
on at least one of a current and a voltage at the heater.
The controller operates the power switch to adjust the
voltage output of the power converter. In one form, the
controller controls the voltage of the power converter
based on a temperature of the heater, where the tem-
perature is determined based on a resistance of the heat-
er, which is determined by the voltage and the current of
the heater.
[0006] In another form, the present disclosure provides
for a thermal system including a heater having a plurality
of heating elements, a plurality of power converters, and
a controller. Each power converter is a step-down voltage
converter that includes a power switch. A given power
converter is in communication with one or more heating

elements among the plurality of heating elements, and
the power converters are operable to apply an adjustable
voltage to the respective one or more heating elements.
The controller is in communication with the power switch-
es of the power converters to control the voltage output
of the power converters based on at least one of current
and voltage at the heater. The controller operates a given
power switch to adjust the voltage output of the respective
power converter.
[0007] Further areas of applicability will become ap-
parent from the description provided herein. It should be
understood that the description and specific examples
are intended for purposes of illustration only and are not
intended to limit the scope of the present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

[0008] In order that the disclosure may be well under-
stood, there will now be described various forms thereof,
given by way of example, reference being made to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electrical thermal
system in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a power converter of the
electrical thermal system of FIG. 1 in accordance
with the teachings of the present disclosure;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the power converter
of FIG. 2 in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 4 is schematic diagram illustrating power con-
version of an input voltage waveform in accordance
with the teachings of the present disclosure;
FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C illustrate waveforms of drive
signals having different conduction rates in accord-
ance with the teachings of the present disclosure;
FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C illustrate waveforms of output
voltages of the power converter based on the wave-
forms of FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C, respectively, in ac-
cordance with the teachings of the present disclo-
sure; and
FIGS. 7A, 7B, 7C, and 7D illustrate waveforms of
different output voltages of the power converter
based on different input conditions in accordance
with the teachings of the present disclosure.

[0009] The drawings described herein are for illustra-
tion purposes only and are not intended to limit the scope
of the present disclosure in any way.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] The following description is merely exemplary
in nature and is not intended to limit the present disclo-
sure, application, or uses. It should be understood that
throughout the drawings, corresponding reference nu-
merals indicate like or corresponding parts and features.
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[0011] Referring to FIG. 1, an electrical thermal system
100 constructed in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure includes a heater 102, a controller 104
(i.e., a control module), and a power converter system
106. The controller 104 and the power converter system
106 control the power supplied to the heater 102 from a
power source 108. More particularly, the controller 104
and the power converter system 106 operate as a control
system for monitoring and if needed, adjusting the power
supplied to the heater 102. As described in detail below,
the controller 104 receives feedback data from the heater
102 to determine if power to any of the heater zones of
the heater 102 is to be adjusted, and if so, adjusts the
power by transmitting signals to the power converter sys-
tem 106 to have one or more power converters output a
controlled voltage to respective heater zones of the heat-
er 102.
[0012] In one form of the present disclosure, the heater
102 is a pedestal heater including a heating plate 110
and a support shaft 112 disposed at a bottom surface of
the heating plate 110. The heating plate 110 includes a
substrate 111 and a plurality of resistive heating elements
(not shown) embedded in the substrate 111 in one form
of the present disclosure. The resistive heating elements
may also be disposed on at least one surface of the sub-
strate 111 while remaining within the scope of the present
disclosure. The substrate 111 may be made of ceramics
or aluminum. The resistive heating elements are inde-
pendently controlled by the controller 104 and define a
plurality of heating zones 114 as illustrated by the dotted
lines in the figure. It should be understood that these
heating zones 114 are merely exemplary and could take
on any configuration while remaining within the scope of
the present disclosure.
[0013] The resistive heating elements can be config-
ured in various suitable ways. For example, in one form
of the present disclosure, each of the resistive heating
elements is connected to a first power pin and a second
power pin to define a first junction and a second junction,
respectively. The first and second power pins are con-
nected to wires which extend from the heating plate 110
through the support shaft 112 of the heater 102 to the
controller 104. The first and second power pins function
as thermocouple sensing pins for measuring tempera-
ture of the heater 102. Using the power pins as a ther-
mocouple to measure a temperature of a resistive heat-
ing element has been disclosed in co-pending applica-
tion, U.S. Serial No. 14/725,537, filed May 29, 2015 and
titled "RESISTIVE HEATER WITH TEMPERATURE
SENSING POWER PINS," which is commonly owned
with the present application and the contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. Gen-
erally, the controller 104, which is in communication with
the first and second power pins, is configured to measure
changes in voltage at the first and second junctions. More
specifically, the controller 104 measures millivolt (mV)
changes at the junctions and then uses these changes
in voltage to calculate an average temperature of the

resistive heating element. In one form, the controller 104
may measure changes in voltage at the junctions without
interrupting power to the resistive heating element. This
may be accomplished, for example, by taking a reading
at the zero crossing of an AC input power signal. In an-
other form, power is interrupted and the controller 104
switches from a heating mode to a measuring mode to
measure the changes in voltage. Once the average tem-
perature is determined, the controller 104 switches back
to the heating mode.
[0014] The heater 102 may be configured in various
suitable ways, and is not limited to the two pin resistive
heating elements. For example, the heater 104 may be
a "two-wire" heater such that changes in resistance can
be used by the controller 104 to determine temperature.
Such a two-wire system is disclosed in U.S. Patent No.
7,196,295, which is commonly owned with the present
application and the contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety. In a two-wire system,
the thermal system is an adaptive thermal system that
merges heater designs with controls that incorporate
power, resistance, voltage, and current in a customizable
feedback control system that limits one or more these
parameters (i.e., power, resistance, voltage, current)
while controlling another. The controller 104 is configured
to monitor at least one of current, voltage, and power
delivered to the heater over a period time to acquire sta-
ble continuous current and voltage readings. These read-
ings can then be used for determining resistance, and
thus, temperature of the heater. Alternately, the controller
104 may be coupled to discrete temperature and/or re-
sistance sensor(s) (e.g., a separate thermocouple).
[0015] The power converter system 106 include a plu-
rality of power converters 116 (1161 to 116n in figures).
One or more power converters 116 are connected to
heating elements of a heating zone of the heater 102 to
supply voltage to the heating elements. As described fur-
ther below, each power converter 116 is operable to ad-
just an input voltage (VIN) from the power source 108 to
an output voltage (VOUT) that is applied to the heating
elements of the heater 102, where the output voltage is
less than or equal to the input voltage.
[0016] The controller 104 includes electronics includ-
ing microprocessor and memory, and is configured to
control the power supplied to the resistive heating ele-
ments of the heater 102 by the power converter system
106. As described further below, the controller 104 op-
erates the power converter system 106 to adjust the volt-
age applied to the heater 102 based on feedback data
from the heater 102 and pre-stored control algorithms
and/or processes. In one form of the present disclosure,
an input voltage from the power source 108 is scaled
using a scaling factor, such as that disclosed in U.S. Pat-
ent Nos. 7,257,464 and 8,423,193, which are commonly
assigned with the present application and the contents
of which are incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety. The input voltage can be scaled based on a pre-
set user value. The preset user value is one of maximum
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voltage output level and maximum power output level, or
generally may be current, voltage, or wattage. The cur-
rent is measured simultaneously with scaling the voltage
and providing power to the heater. The scaling comprises
a gradual ramp-up, or a ramping function, to detect heater
characteristics during the ramp-up. The heater charac-
teristics include one of low heater resistance and a heater
short. In another form, the controller 104 determines re-
sistance of the heater 102 for scaling the input voltage
based on the control algorithm.
[0017] Referring to FIG. 2, the system 100 includes
electronic components, such as the controller 104 that
operate at a lower voltage than, for example, the power
converters 116. Accordingly, to protect the low voltage
components from high voltage, the system 100 includes
electronic components that isolate the low voltage com-
ponents from the high voltage components and still allow
the components to exchange signal. For purposes of il-
lustration, a dashed line 202 represents the isolation of
a low voltage section from a high voltage section of the
system 100.
[0018] A given power converter 116 includes a driver
circuit 202 and a buck converter 204 having a control
switch 206 ("SW" in figure), which may also be referred
to as a power switch. The driver circuit 202 operates the
control switch 206 based on an input signal from the con-
troller 104. The driver circuit 202 includes electronics,
such as an opto-isolator, or a transformer, among others,
to communicate with the controller 104 and isolate the
controller 104 from the power converter 116.
[0019] Generally, the buck converter 204, as a step-
down voltage converter, is operable to decrease the volt-
age of the power source 108. In particular, the AC voltage
from the power source 108 (e.g., 208 VAC) is rectified to
a DC voltage that is then received by the buck converter
204. Based on the operation of the control switch 206,
the buck converter 204 decreases the voltage and in-
creases the current from the power source 108 and ap-
plies the adjusted voltage and current to respective heat-
ing elements 207 of the heater 102. To reduce voltage
ripple, filters made of capacitors or a combination of ca-
pacitor and inductors are added to the output and/or the
input of the buck converter 204.
[0020] The system 100 further includes a sensor circuit
208 that transmits signals indicative of the performance
of the heater 102 to the controller 104. The sensor circuit
208 may include electronics, such as isolated analog-to-
digital converters, opto-isolators, or transformers, among
others, for transmitting signals between the low and high
voltage sections of the system. In one form of the present
disclosure, the sensor circuit 208 includes a current
sense resistor, a voltage sense resistor, and a transistor
for shunting the current sense resistor to carry the load
current when the control switch 206 is in predetermined
state. The current sense resistor, the voltage sense re-
sistor, and the transistor are coupled to the buck convert-
er 204 of the power converter 116. The sensor circuit 208
measures at least one of current or voltage applied to

the heating elements by the buck converter 204, and
transmits the data as feedback to the controller 104,
which in return determines the desired output voltage of
the power converter 116.
[0021] Referring to FIG. 3, an example schematic di-
agram of the power converter 116 having a buck con-
verter 302 is illustrated. The buck converter 302 includes
a transistor 304 (e.g., field effect transistor), a diode 306,
an inductor 308, and a capacitor 310. The transistor 304
is operable as a switch to control the flow of current
through the buck converter 302. Generally, a transistor
includes a control terminal and based on a voltage ap-
plied to the control terminal, the transistor can operate
as a closed switch to have electric current flow through
a conducting channel between the source and drain re-
gions of the transistor or as an open switch in which no
current flows through the conducting channel. An N-type
transistor performs as an open switch when no voltage
is applied to the control terminal and as a closed switch
when voltage (e.g., 5V) is applied. Alternatively, a P-type
transistor performs as an open switch when voltage is
applied to the control terminal, and as a closed switch
when no voltage is applied to the control terminal. While
the transistor 304 is illustrated as an N-type transistor,
the transistor 304 may also be a P-type.
[0022] The buck converter 302 receives a rectified volt-
age from a rectifier 312 that is coupled to the power
source 108, and applies an output voltage to the heating
elements. Generally, when the transistor 304 is in a
closed state (i.e., closed switch), the buck converter 302
is electrically coupled to the rectifier 312 such that current
through the converter 302 begins to increase. An oppos-
ing voltage is generated across the inductor 308 termi-
nals that counteracts the voltage from the rectifier 312,
thereby reducing the net voltage across the terminals of
the heating elements. Overtime, the rate of change of
current begins to decrease, thus decreasing the voltage
across the inductor 308 and increasing the voltage ap-
plied to the terminals of the heating elements. When the
transistor 304 is in the open state (i.e., open switch), the
buck converter 302 is electrically decoupled from the rec-
tifier 312 and the inductor 308 begins to discharge caus-
ing a voltage drop across the inductor 308 and operating
as a current source. Specifically, the magnetic field gen-
erated by the inductor 308 supports the current flowing
through the terminals of the heating elements.
[0023] FIG. 3 also illustrates an example of a sensor
circuit 318 that includes a current sense resistor 320, a
leakage sense resistor 322 and a field effect transistor
(FET) 324 for shunting the leakage sense resistor 322.
The sensor circuit 318 is in communication with the con-
troller 104 and provide data indicative of, for example,
phase voltage and root mean square (RMS) value of the
current applied to the one or more heating elements cou-
pled to the buck converter 302.
[0024] Referring to FIG. 4, an example power conver-
sion of an input signal from a power source through the
system 100 is illustrated. An AC voltage 402 is converted
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to a DC voltage signal 406 with ripples by way of passive
or active rectifier. The DC voltage 406 is selectively ap-
plied to the buck converter by the transistor, which is
being switched driven by the controller 104. The buck
converter outputs a voltage in a form of a plurality of puls-
es 408. Based on the information from the heater 102
and the operational state of the heater 102, the buck con-
verter is operable to output a variable voltage 410 be-
tween a maximum voltage (e.g., 208) and a minimum
voltage (e.g., 0V). Accordingly, the thermal system 100
independently controls the voltage applied to the heating
elements, such that the voltage applied to one or more
heating elements may be different from other heating el-
ements.
[0025] The pulse width of the drive signal applied to
the transistor controls the output voltage of the buck con-
verter. Specifically, the amplitude of the output voltage
depends on a conduction rate (i.e., duty cycle) of the
transistor. The smaller the conduction rate, the smaller
the amplitude of the output voltage. For example, FIGS.
5A-5C illustrate drive waveforms for the transistor at dif-
ferent conduction rates (e.g. 5%, 25%, and 50%), and
FIGS. 6A-6C illustrate expected output voltages of the
buck converter based on the drive waveforms of FIGS.
5A-5C. When a modulated drive signal having a 50%
conduction rate is applied to the transistor, the buck con-
verter outputs a voltage that is greater than a voltage
outputted with a drive signal having a 5% conduction rate.
Accordingly, by controlling the pulse width of the drive
signal, the controller 104 controls the output voltage of
the power converter 116 and thus, independently con-
trols the voltage applied to heating elements.
[0026] The controller 104 determines the desired out-
put voltage of a given power converter 116 based on at
least one of temperature, resistance, current and/or volt-
age at the heater 102, which are collectively referred to
as input parameters. For example, the controller 104 is
configured to operate the power converter 116 to adjust
the input voltage based on the resistance of the heater
102 such that power from power converter 116 matches
the change in the resistance of the heating elements of
the heater 102. In another example, the controller 104
switches the control switch at a selected duty cycle to
adjust the input voltage, where the duty cycle is directly
proportional to a scaling factor. The controller 104 selects
the duty cycle based on at least one of the load current
and the detected voltage at the heater 102 or, more spe-
cifically, a temperature of the respective heating ele-
ments.
[0027] In one form of the present disclosure, the con-
troller 104 uses a state mode control in which the con-
troller 104 determines an operational state of the heater
102 based on one or more of the input parameters. The
operational state of the heater 102 includes: idle mode
in which no power is being supplied to the heater 102;
start-up mode in which low power is being supplied to
measure voltage and current; soft-start mode in which
the power is increased at a low ramp rate until a specific

resistance set point is passed; rate mode in which the
temperature is increased at a ramp rate selected based
on a material of the heater; hold mode in which temper-
ature of the heater 102 is controlled to a specific set point
using, for example, a continuous proportional-integral-
derivative controller (PID control). These operation
states are merely exemplary and could include other
modes while remaining within the scope of the present
disclosure.
[0028] Based on the operational mode of the heater
102, the controller 104 independently controls the heat-
ing elements by adjusting the input voltage applied to the
heating elements from a respective power converter. The
controller 104 can be configured in various ways to adjust
the input voltage including but not limited to: (1) modifying
PID parameters according to the operational state; (2)
changing a mode that is automatic (no user input) to man-
ual (user inputs received by controller) or changing a
mode that is manual to automatic; (3) setting a manual
percent power; (4) starting a set point ramp; (5) modifying
an integral (holding term) of the PID control by offsetting
the integral, scaling the integral, and/or making the mod-
ification based on temperature; and (6) changing voltage
when a new operation state is entered. The logic used
by the controller 104 for adjusting the voltage can be
triggered in various suitable ways including but not limited
to: (1) detecting start-up; (2) proximity of a process tem-
perature to a set point; (3) deviation of the process tem-
perature from the set point; (4) change in the set point;
(5) exceeding the process temperature; (6) falling below
the process temperature; (7) lapse of a predetermined
time period; (8) a general system reading to be reached
(e.g., current, voltage, wattage, resistance, and/or per-
cent of power). The thermal system includes multiple
states, where each state has unique settings to create a
programmable state machine providing optimum per-
formance in a dynamic system. Each state may define
the next state that is entered when the condition is met.
[0029] The controller 104 is configured to operate the
power converter system 106 to apply a continuously var-
iable voltage to the heating elements of the heater 102.
The variable voltage has different amplitudes of power.
The heater 102 is less susceptible to thermal cracks by
using variable voltage to control ramp rates, and thus the
variable voltage is operable to reduce temperature dif-
ferences between the different heating zones. Such ben-
efits are further realized when the thermal system utilizes
two-wire control.
[0030] In one form of the present disclosure, the con-
troller 104 is configured to provide model-based control
to match PID states to system states. A ramp-up rate and
heater testing are based on the operational states of the
heater. A typical control method for powering the heater
102 has potential issue of causing cracks in a ceramic
substrate, particularly when the resistive heating element
is made of a material having a relatively high thermal
coefficient of resistance (TCR). During heater start-up,
the resistive heating element has a relatively low resist-
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ance when cold, and the controller 104 of the present
disclosure can manage low resistance cold start by lim-
iting power and voltage, thereby inhibiting current-rush
in. When a temperature of a respective heating zone is
ramped up to a set point, a temperature difference be-
tween the respective zone and other zones is maintained
within acceptable limits by adjusting ramp rates at the
heater zones. Therefore, the power to the individual heat-
ing zones may be balanced. The ramp rate of the resistive
heating elements may be controlled and adjusted by the
controller in response to the operational states of the
heating elements, thereby achieving a more uniform
heating throughout the various heating zones.
[0031] FIGS. 7A, 7B, 7C, and 7D, illustrate example
output voltage waveforms of a power converter that pro-
vides power to one or more heating elements of a heater
during a start-up mode, a warm-up mode, a steady state
mode, and at a disturbance, respectively. As shown, the
voltage waveforms applied to the heating elements are
different. The voltage varies depending on the resistance
of the heating elements, the current flowing through the
heating elements, and the temperature of the heating
elements. During start-up and warm-up when the tem-
perature is relatively low, the voltage has a relatively
small amplitude and thus, the wattage is relatively low.
During steady state and disturbance/surge when the tem-
perature is relatively high, the amplitude of the voltage
is increased resulting in higher wattage.
[0032] More particularly, with regard to start-up, the
resistance of the heating elements is low (e.g. 3ohms),
and if the heating elements receive a full-line voltage
(e.g., 208V), the instantaneous current flowing through
the heating elements and the resulting power is signifi-
cantly large (e.g., approx. 69A and 14,352W). With the
power converter system 106, the controller 104 adjusts
the input voltage to the heating elements to a much lower
voltage, e.g., 3V, to control the current and power (e.g.,
1A and 3W). The controller 104 may then gradually in-
crease the voltage applied based on the resistance of
the heating elements and feedback information.
[0033] Generally, different heating elements of a heat-
er may not be heated at the same rate even though the
same power supply is applied to the heating elements.
This may be caused by various factors, such as positions
of the heating elements relative to heat sinks and the
manufacturing non-uniformity in the heating zones.
When a significant temperature difference occurs be-
tween adjacent heating zones, a significant difference in
thermal expansion in the adjacent heating zones may
result in cracks in the ceramic substrate of the heating
plate. The electronic thermal system of the present dis-
closure includes a power converter system that includes
one or more power converters for providing varied power
to the heating elements for a precise and safer control
of the heating elements and thus, the heater. For exam-
ple, lower power may be supplied to one or more heating
elements to minimize peak current or may be provided
at an early stage of the heating and during shutdown to

prevent thermal cracks in the substrate of the heating
plate. The controller controls the power converter system
to output different voltages and thus, controls the tem-
perature of the individual heating zones. Accordingly, the
electrical thermal system of the present disclosure ad-
justs the temperature differences between different
zones to provide uniform temperature throughout the
heater.
[0034] Therefore, the controller controls variable pow-
er supply to the individual heating elements based on the
temperature of the heating elements and/or the opera-
tional state of the heating elements. The variable power
control method of the controller of the present disclosure
may: 1) allow control of peak current and voltage; 2) size
power drop for a maximum wattage delivered at highest
set point, and not at startup in rush; 3) allow use of a
signal phase to deliver desired power; 4) control startup
at low voltage to allow for short circuit/shorted heater
detection; 5) for two-wire controls, temperature meas-
urements can be significantly more stable due to contin-
uously stable sinusoidal conduction, thereby allowing
more detailed diagnostics; and 6) set power factor at 1.0.
[0035] The controller can also measure/control heater
characteristics, such as current, voltage, wattage, resist-
ance, line frequency. The controller provides tempera-
ture control of individual heating zones and manages the
temperature differences between different zones in order
to provide uniform temperature throughout the heating
plate to inhibit generation of thermal cracks.
[0036] With the power converter system, the controller
is configured to control power supply from the power
source to the heater. The power source may be an AC
source with phase fire control or a DC source with a
switching device, and the heating elements may be made
of different materials with a wide range of resistances.
For example, when molybdenum is used to form the heat-
ing element, the resistive heating element has very low
resistance when cold and thus, draws relatively high cur-
rents. The power conversion technology of the present
disclosure applies lower voltage to manage the current
to an acceptable level during low resistance cold phase
of warm up.
[0037] In addition, the controller also provides multiple
supplementary and complementary sensing methods
based on pedestal construction and application. For ex-
ample, discrete temperature sensors such as thermo-
couples or RTDs (Resistance Temperature Detectors)
may be used when placement/space allows. Optical flo-
rescent sensing may be used for a high plasma applica-
tion, such as that disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 9,625,923,
which is commonly assigned with the present application
and the contents of which are incorporated herein by ref-
erence in their entirety. Two-wire sensors, as set forth
above, may also be employed. These temperature sen-
sors may also be used for over temperature limiting,
among other functions while remaining within the scope
of the present disclosure.
[0038] The description of the disclosure is merely ex-
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emplary in nature and, thus, variations that do not depart
from the substance of the disclosure are intended to be
within the scope of the disclosure. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and
scope of the disclosure.

Claims

1. A control system for controlling a heater (102), the
control system characterized in that the control sys-
tem comprises:

a power converter (116) including a power
switch (206) and operable to generate an ad-
justable output voltage;
a sensor circuit (208) configured to measure at
least one of a voltage and an electric current of
the heater (102); and
a controller (104) connected to the power con-
verter (116), wherein the controller (104) is con-
figured to

determine an input parameter based on the
at least one of the voltage and the electric
current,
determine the output voltage applied for the
heater (102) based on the input parameter
and a desired setpoint, wherein the desired
setpoint is based on an operational state of
the heater (102), and
operate the power switch (206) of the power
converter (116) to generate the output volt-
age.

2. The control system according to Claim 1, wherein:

the power converter (116) is electrically coupled
to the heater (102) by way of temperature sens-
ing power pins that define a first junction and a
second junction,
the sensor circuit (208) is configured to electri-
cally couple to the first junction and the second
junction, and
the controller (104) is configured to measure a
change in voltage at the first junction and the
second junction via the sensor circuit (208) and
determine a temperature of the heater (102), as
the input parameter, based on the change in
voltage.

3. The control system according to Claim 1, wherein
the desired setpoint includes at least one of a desired
power level, a desired temperature, a rate of change
in temperature, and a rate in change of power.

4. The control system of Claim 1, wherein the controller
(104) is configured to select the operational state

from among a plurality of defined operational states.

5. The control system of Claim 4, wherein the plurality
of defined operational states includes at least two of
an idle mode in which no power is provided, a start-
up mode in which the output voltage is provided to
only measure the at least one of the voltage and the
electric current, a soft-start mode in which the output
voltage is gradually increased, a rate mode in which
the output voltage is increased at a rate higher than
that of the soft-start mode, and a hold mode in which
a temperature of the heater (102) is controlled to a
defined setpoint.

6. The control system of Claim 1, wherein:

the sensor circuit (208) is configured to measure
the voltage and the electric current of the heater
(102), and
the controller (104) is configured to:

calculate a resistance of the heater (102)
based on the voltage and the current,
determine a temperature of the heater (102)
based on the resistance, and
set the output voltage based on the temper-
ature, the resistance, the voltage, the elec-
tric current or a combination thereof, where-
in the input parameter includes at least one
the temperature, the resistance, the volt-
age, and the electric current.

7. The control system of Claim 1, wherein the input pa-
rameter includes at least one of a temperature, a
resistance, an electric current, and a voltage.

8. A method for controlling a heater (102), the method
characterized in that the method comprises:

measuring at least one of a voltage and an elec-
tric current of the heater (102);
determining an input parameter based on the at
least one of the voltage and the electric current;
and
setting an output voltage for the heater (102)
based on the input parameter and a desired set-
point, wherein the desired setpoint is based on
an operational state of the heater (102).

9. The method of Claim 8 further comprising determin-
ing a resistance of the heater (102), as the input pa-
rameter, based on the at least one of the voltage and
the electric current.

10. The method of Claim 9 further comprising adjusting
the output voltage based on the resistance such that
the output voltage is proportional to a change in the
resistance.
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11. The method of Claim 8, wherein the desired setpoint
includes at least one of a desired power level, a de-
sired temperature, a rate of change in temperature,
and a rate in change of power.

12. The method of Claim 8 further comprising selecting
the operational state from among a plurality of de-
fined operation states.

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein the plurality of de-
fined operational states includes at least two of an
idle mode in which no power is provided, a start-up
mode in which the output voltage is provided to only
measure the at least one of the voltage and the elec-
tric current, a soft-start mode in which the output volt-
age is gradually increased, a rate mode in which the
output voltage is increased at a rate higher than that
of the soft-start mode, and a hold mode in which a
temperature of the heater (102) is controlled to a
defined setpoint.

14. The method of Claim 8 further comprising:

calculating a resistance of the heater (102)
based on the voltage and the current;
determining a temperature of the heater (102)
based on the resistance; and
setting the output voltage based on the temper-
ature, the resistance, the voltage, the electric
current or a combination thereof, wherein the
input parameter includes at least one of the tem-
perature, the resistance, the voltage, and the
electric current.

15. The method of Claim 8, wherein the input parameter
includes at least one of a temperature, a resistance,
an electric current, a voltage, and a power applied.
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