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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(FIELD OF THE INVENTION)

[0001] The present invention relates to a crawler
crane capable of performing versatile operations. Such
a crane is known for example from EP-A-0 048 076.

(DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART)

[0002] FIGS. 9 and 10 are a top view and a side view,
respectively, of a conventional crawler crane 51. In this
crane 51, a rigid revolving frame 54 is mounted to be
traveled freely on a traveling rest provided with traveling
crawlers 52 on both sides. A boom 55 for operation is
mounted to be rocked back and forth on the extreme
end of the revolving frame 54, and at the rear of the
boom 55, a revolving device 56, a main (first) winding
drum 57, an auxiliary (second) winding drum 58, and a
third (third) drum 59 are arranged in a row to wind op-
erating ropes. At the rear of the third drum 59 is arranged
an engine 60 which drives a power plant comprising a
hydraulic pump and the like not shown to supply pres-
sure oil to the respective drums and also supply the driv-
ing force for revolution and traveling.
[0003] At the rear of the engine 60 is mounted a fall-
down preventive counter-weight 61, front surface of
which is flat so as not to interfere with the engine 60. On
the other hand, on the frame projected on the left side
forwardly of the revolving frame 54 is arranged a boom
rising and falling drum 62 so as to wind a rope for rising
and falling the boom 55. On the other hand, a cabin 63
is provided on the frame projected on the right side.
[0004] As shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B, each of the
drums is braked by a dry brake 64 mounted on the side
of the drum.
[0005] The crane 51 has various uses for operation,
for example, such as a standard crane, a hammer-grab,
a multiple wall bucket (hydraulic), a multiple wall bucket
(mechanical), an earth drill, a clamshell, a logging, an
earth auger, a down-the-hole, etc. In these operations,
the vertical movement of a suspended load and a bucket
is carried out by winding up and-down operation of the
main winding drum 57 and the auxiliary winding drum
58 as standard equipment. On the other hand, casing
jack handling in the hammer grab operation, vibro-at
hand drawing in the vibro operation, crane operation in
the operation on the vessel, and the like are carried out
by the third drum 59 as optional equipment. The main
winding drum 57 is used for opening and closing a clam-
shell bucket, the auxiliary winding drum 58 is used for
supporting a clamshell bucket, and the third drum 59 is
used for the installation crane operation such as tetra.
[0006] Generally, the crawler crane has restrictions in
terms of body layout which is satisfied with the small rear
end revolving radius required on the spot and which is

necessary to mount a wide drum of large rope winding
capacity. However, in the conventional crawler crane 51,
when the third drum 59 is provided an optional equip-
ment, only the third drum 59 which is smaller than the
main winding drum 57 and the auxiliary winding drum
58 can be incorporated in terms of body layout as de-
scribed above. Therefore, the diameter of a rope is so
small in terms of restrictions of charge of a rope for the
third drum 59 that multi-applying need be done when in
raising, and the raising ability is restricted also. Accord-
ingly, when the drum is used while adjusting to the use
of operation, the third drum 59 exerts a considerable re-
striction on the use of operation.
[0007] Further, as shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, there is
proposed a configuration 51' wherein the engine 60 is
arranged on the side of the revolving frame 54. Large
dry brakes 64' are provided doubly, as shown in FIGS.
14A and 14B, in order to secure the large braking force
required for excavation operation or the like, and only
the small third drum 59 can be incorporated. Note that
other constitutions in FIGS. 12 to 14B are similar to
those of the above-mentioned crawler crane 51, which
are indicated by the same reference numerals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a crawler crane capable of performing versatile op-
erations.
[0009] The crawler crane according to the present in-
vention is defined in the independent claim.
[0010] In this case, the third drum of the size which is
the same as or larger than said main winding drum and
said auxiliary winding drum can be mounted on said re-
volving frame irrespective of the brake type of each of
the drums. Therefore, the third drum is also able to ob-
tain the raising ability which is the same as or greater
than the main winding drum and the auxiliary winding
drum. Drums can be selected for versatile operations by
users.
[0011] In the conventional apparatus, the raising op-
eration by the third drum has been carried out by multi-
applying. In the present invention, however, the charge
of the rope for the third drum increases, and the diam-
eter of a rope for the third drum can be increased to re-
duce the number of applications for operation, thus en-
hancing the operating speed, and facilitating the charg-
ing operation for the rope. Further, since the third drum
also can provide free falling similar to the main winding
drum and the auxiliary winding drum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

FIG. 1 is a top view showing a schematic constitu-
tion of a crawler crane according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is a side view showing a schematic constitu-
tion of a crawler crane according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged view of a main
winding drum of the present crawler crane;
FIG. 4 is an explanatory view showing the schemat-
ic operation of the present crawler crane;
FIG. 5 is a top view of a crawler crane according to
a further embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 is a top view of a crawler crane according to
another embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a top view of a crawler crane according to
still another embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a top view of a crawler crane according to
another embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a top view showing a schematic constitu-
tion of a crawler crane according to one example of
a conventional crawler crane;
FIG. 10 is a side view showing a schematic consti-
tution of a crawler crane according to one example
of a conventional crawler crane;
FIGS. 11A and 11B are respectively a fragmentary
enlarged view of a main winding drum according to
one example of a conventional crawler crane;
FIG. 12 is a plan view showing a schematic consti-
tution of a crawler crane according to a further ex-
ample of a conventional crawler crane;
FIG. 13 is a side view showing a schematic consti-
tution of a crawler crane according to another ex-
ample of a conventional crawler crane; and
FIGS. 14A and 14B are respectively a fragmentary
enlarged view of a main winding drum according to
another example of a conventional crawler crane.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0013] The embodiments of the present invention will
be described in detail hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings. The following embodiments
show a concrete example of the present invention, by
which the technical scope of the present invention is not
limited.
[0014] FIG. 1 is a top view showing a schematic con-
stitution of a crawler crane according to the present em-
bodiment (hereinafter merely referred to as "a crawler
crane"). As shown in FIG. 1, the present crawler crane
is similar to that of prior art in that a main winding drum
3, an auxiliary winding drum 4, and a third drum 5 for
winding an operating rope are arranged and mount in a
row on a revolving frame 2 so that their rotational shafts
are at right angles to a center axis of a boom 6. However,
the present crawler crane is different from that of prior
art in that 1 an engine 7 including a power plant for
supplying driving pressure oil to the main winding drum
3, the auxiliary winding drum 4 and the third drum 5 is
mounted on either left or right side of the revolving frame
2; 2 a counterweight 8 having a front side formed so

as to have a recessed surface is mounted at the rear of
the main winding drum 3, the auxiliary winding drum 4
and the third drum 5, and a boom accessory device is
installed within the recessed portion; and 3 a brake 9
encased in drum for braking the main winding drum 3,
the auxiliary winding drum 4 and the third drum 5 is pro-
vided on each of the drums. The present crawler crane
1 may comprise a combination of the 1 and 2 , or a
combination of the 1 and 3 (in this case, the front
side of the counterweight 8 may be any shape such as
flat), which case is also different from the prior art. In the
following, a combination of 1 , 2 and 3 will be prin-
cipally explained as an example.
[0015] FIGS. 1 and 2 are a top view and a side view,
respectively, of the crawler crane 1. In these figures, in
the present crawler crane 1, a revolving frame 2 is
mounted to be revolved freely on a traveling rest 1 pro-
vided with traveling crawlers 10 on both sides. The re-
volving frame 2 of the present crawler crane 1 has a box
construction having both longitudinal plates as a base
to thereby provide a sufficient rigidity. A boom 6 for op-
eration is mounted to be rocked freely back and forth on
the extreme end of the revolving frame 2. At the rear of
the boom 6, a revolving device 12, the main (first) wind-
ing drum 3, the auxiliary (second) winding drum 4 and
the third (third) drum 5 are arranged in a row so as to
wind the operating ropes.
[0016] In the present crawler crane 1, the engine 7 is
arranged on the frame projected on the left side forward-
ly of the revolving frame 2. The power plant comprised
of a hydraulic pump or the like not shown is driven by
the engine 7 to supply pressure oil to the drums and also
supply the driving force for revolution and traveling. A
space is secured on the revolving frame 2 by the ar-
rangement of the engine as described. However, by the
mere lateral placement of the engine 7, a boom rising
and falling drum 13 as an accessory device having been
arranged previously becomes interfered with the engine
7 to make it impossible to realize such an arrangement
as described.
[0017] In view of the foregoing, in the present crawler
crane 1, the shape of a falling-preventive counterweight
8 mounted at the rear of the revolving frame 2 is formed
so that the front surface is in the form of a recessed sur-
face. The boom rising and falling drum 13 is arranged
within the recessed portion so as to be put therein to
wind a rising and falling rope of the boom 6. Because of
the shape of the counterweight 8 as described, the
boom rising and falling drum 13 can now be mounted at
the further rear portion of the third drum 5. Accordingly,
no interference between the boom rising and falling
drum 13 and the engine 7 occurs any longer, and the
engine 7 can be easily arranged on the frame projected
to left of the revolving frame 2.
[0018] As a result, the main winding drum 3, the aux-
iliary winding drum 4 and the third drum 5 having the
same shape, for example, can be mounted in a row on
the revolving frame 2 so that their rotational shafts are
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at right angles to a center axis of the boom 6. Accord-
ingly, three the same wind-up winch drums with a wind-
down free falling function, among restrictions of the
equal crane class and equal revolving rear end radius,
can be mounted thus enhancing the operating efficiency
and making uses of operation versatile.
[0019] A cabin 14 is provided on the frame projected
to right forwardly of the revolving frame 2 so that an op-
erator may perform various operations.
[0020] In the present crawler crane 1, each drum is
braked by a wet brake 15 encased in drum, as shown
in FIG. 3. The wet brake is provided so that for example,
pressure oil is supplied to a brake of a multi-plate disk
type to remove heat capacity emanated during braking.
The reduction gear employed is also of the type encased
in drum using a planetary gear. With this, a projecting
part such as a brake rim is not present, and the lateral
arrangement of the engine becomes enabled. As a re-
sult, a space can be secured on the revolving frame 2,
and the main winding drum 3, the auxiliary winding drum
4 and the third drum 5 having the same shape can be
mounted in a row so that their rotational shafts are at
right angles to a center axis of the boom 6. Accordingly,
also in this case, three the same wind-up winch drums
with a wind-down free falling function, among restric-
tions of the equal crane class and equal revolving rear
end radius, can be mounted thus enhancing the oper-
ating efficiency and making uses of operation versatile.
[0021] Further, in this case, since the drum width is
wider than the prior art, the winding capacity is in-
creased, for example, when in the bucket operation, the
winding drum can be operated smoothly, thus prevent-
ing the rope from being damaged. In addition thereto,
assembling of parts around the brake and a mainte-
nance space are no longer necessary. Accordingly, also
from this aspect, three the same wind-up winch drums
with a wind-down free falling function, among restric-
tions of the equal crane class and equal revolving rear
end radius, can be mounted thus enhancing the oper-
ating efficiency. However, it is also possible to employ
the dry brake similar to the prior art.
[0022] Further, in the present crawler crane 1, each
drum is locked to the revolving frame 2 by means of a
pin not shown whereby each drum can be detachably
mounted on the revolving frame 2. With this, a position
for mounting each drum can be suitably obtained, and
a drum having a large diameter of a drum flange can be
mounted according to operations. As described above,
assembling and disassembling of each drum are further
facilitated, as a consequence of which the shape of the
revolving frame 2 is simplified to reduce the manufac-
turing cost thereof. However, it is also possible to em-
ploy bolting similar to the prior art.
[0023] Alternatively, the engine 7 can be arranged on
the frame projected to right forwardly of the revolving
frame 2, also in which case, operation and effect similar
to those described above can be obtained. In this case,
however, the cabin 14 is to be arranged on the frame

projected to left of the revolving frame 2.
[0024] In the following, the operation of the present
crawler crane 1 will be briefly explained. As shown in
FIG. 4, for example, in the all casing operation (all re-
volving excavation), in the present crawler crane 1, the
hammer grab opening and dosing are carried out by
crown operation effected by the main winding drum 3,
and the hammer grab supporting is carried out by the
auxiliary drum 4. The accompanying operation such as
casing jack hanging is carried out by the third drum 5.
By the cooperative operation of these drums, the casing
jack is installed; the casing is set up; and the casing is
internally excavated by the hammer grab, while the cas-
ing is being rotated and forced in by the casing jack, to
make a post hole, concrete is poured therein to com-
plete a post. That is, in a series of these operations, in
the present crawler crane 1, the excavating operation is
carried out by the main winding drum 3 and the auxiliary
winding drum 4, and the handling of heavy weights can
be carried out by the third drum 5 of the same size as
the main winding drum and the auxiliary winding drum.
Accordingly, since the diameter of a rope used in the
operation effected by the third drum can be increased,
less number of applications will suffice, and the speed
of vertical movement of a suspending load can be also
made higher. Being the wide drum, the bucket operation
can be carried out with less number of applications to
reduce the consumption of a rope. Further, since the
same size of drums are used, the user can select a suit-
able drum as the main winding drum, the auxiliary wind-
ing drum or the third drum while adjusting to the uses of
operation. Thereby, the same winding winch force, the
same winding speed, and the same braking force are
obtained, and the same rope can be used. Accordingly,
even if one drum is in trouble, other drums can be used,
as the urgent measures, to continue operation. Of
course, the wind-down free falling operation effected by
the drums can be easily carried out.
[0025] Other embodiments of the present invention
are shown in FIGS. 5 to 8. For example, FIG. 5 shows
an arrangement wherein a dry double brake is provided
on each drum, and each drum is bolted; FIG. 6 shows
an arrangement wherein a wet brake is provided on
each drum, and each drum is pinned; FIG. 7 shows an
arrangement wherein a wet brake is provided on each
drum, and the engine is mounted to left; and FIG. 8
shows an arrangement wherein a wet brake is provided
on each drum, and the engine is mounted to right. Al-
ternatively, as in these figures, the main winding drum
3, the auxiliary winding drum 4 and the third drum 5 hav-
ing the same shape are arranged and mounted in a row,
and a small third drum 15 is further mounted. Other ref-
erence numerals indicate the elements similar to those
of FIG. 1. The present invention can be also applied to
a crane of the vessel mounting type.
[0026] In the present crawler crane, an engine includ-
ing a power plant for supplying driving pressure oil to a
main winding drum, an auxiliary winding drum and a
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third drum is mounted on either left or right side of a
revolving frame, a counterweight having a front side
formed into a recessed surface is mounted at the rear
of the main winding drum, the auxiliary winding drum
and the third drum, and a boom rising and falling drum
is installed within the recessed portion, thus making it
possible to mount the third drum which has the same
shape as the main winding drum and the auxiliary wind-
ing drum, for example. It is possible to provide a crawler
crane capable of performing operation for versatile us-
es.

Claims

1. A crawler crane (1) comprising:

a revolving frame (2) ;
a boom (6);
a main winding drum (3), an auxiliary winding
drum (4) and a third drum (5) mounted on said
revolving frame (2) to wind each operating
rope,

whereby said respective drums are arranged in a
row so that their rotational shafts are at substantially
right angles to a center axis of the boom (6);

a counterweight (8); and
an engine (7) including a power plant for sup-

plying driving pressure oil to said main winding
drum (3), said auxiliary winding drum (4) and said
third drum (5) mounted on said revolving frame (2);
characterized in that said engine is mounted on
either left or right side of said revolving frame (2);

said counterweight (8) has a recessed portion
having a front side formed into a recessed surface
and is mounted at the rear of said main winding
drum (3), said auxiliary winding drum (4) and said
third drum (5) so that a size of said third drum (5)is
not less than that of the other drums; and

a boom accessory device (13) is installed
within said recessed portion.

2. The crawler crane according to claim 1, further com-
prising:

a brake (9) encased in drum provided on each
of said drums to brake said main winding drum
(3), said auxiliary winding drum (4) and said
third drum (5).

3. The crawler crane according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising:

a pin stop portion capable of detachably mount-
ing said main winding drum (3), said auxiliary
winding drum (4) and said third drum (5) on said
revolving frame (2).

4. The crawler crane according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
any of said main winding drum (3), said auxiliary
winding drum (4) and said third drum (5) is a drum
with a wind-down free falling function.

Patentansprüche

1. Raupenkran (1) mit:

einem Drehrahmen (2);
einem Baum (6);
einer Hauptwindetrommel (3), einer Hilfswinde-
trommel (4) und einer dritten Trommel (5), die
an dem Drehrahmen (2) montiert sind, um je-
weils ein Antriebsseil auf und ab zu wickeln,

wobei die entsprechenden Trommeln in einer
Reihe angeordnet sind, so dass ihre Drehwellen im
Wesentlichen in rechten Winkeln zu einer Mittelach-
se des Baums (6) sind;

einem Gegengewicht (8); und
einem Motor (7), der ein Antriebsaggregat

zum Zuführen von Antriebsöl zu der Hauptwinde-
trommel (3), der Hilfswindetrommel (4) und der drit-
ten Trommel (5) hat, das an dem Drehrahmen (2)
montiert ist;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

der Motor an entweder der linken oder der
rechten Seite des Drehrahmens (2) montiert ist;

das Gegengewicht (8) einen Aussparungsab-
schnitt hat, der eine Vorderseite hat, die zu einer
Aussparungsfläche ausgebildet ist, und an der
Rückseite der Hauptwindetrommel (3), der Hilfs-
windetrommel (4) und der dritten Trommel (5) mon-
tiert ist, so dass eine Größe der dritten Trommel (5)
nicht geringer als die der anderen Trommeln ist; und

eine Baumzusatzvorrichtung (13) innerhalb
des Aussparungsabschnitts installiert ist.

2. Raupenkran nach Anspruch 1, ferner mit:

einer Bremse (9), die in einer Trommel gekap-
selt ist, die an jeder der Trommeln vorgesehen
ist, um die Hauptwindetrommel (3), die Hilfs-
windetrommel (4) und die dritte Trommel (5) zu
bremsen.

3. Raupenkran nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner mit:

einem Bolzenstoppabschnitt, der die Haupt-
windetrommel (3), die Hilfswindetrommel (4)
und die dritte Trommel (5) an dem Drehrahmen
(2) abnehmbar montierbar macht.

4. Raupenkran nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei jede
von der Hauptwindetrommel (3), der Hilfswinde-
trommel (4) und der dritten Trommel (5) eine Trom-
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mel mit einer Freifallabwickelfunktion ist.

Revendications

1. Grue (1) à chenille comprenant :

un châssis pivotant (2) ;

une flèche (6) ;

un tambour d'enroulement principal (3), un
tambour d'enroulement auxiliaire (4) et un troi-
sième tambour (5) monté sur ledit châssis pi-
votant (2) pour enrouler chaque corde de ma-
noeuvre,

lesdits tambours respectifs étant agencés dans
une rangée afin que leurs arbres rotatifs soient
à des angles sensiblement droits par rapport à
un axe central de la flèche (6) ;

un contre-poids (8) ; et

un moteur (7) comprenant une installation mo-
trice pour fournir une huile d'entraînement sous
pression audit tambour d'enroulement principal
(3), audit tambour d'enroulement auxiliaire (4)
et audit troisième tambour (5), monté sur ledit
châssis pivotant (2) ;

caractérisée en ce que ledit moteur est monté sur
le côté gauche ou droit dudit châssis pivotant (2) ;
ledit contre-poids (8) a une partie en retrait ayant
un côté avant formé dans une surface en retrait et
est monté à l'arrière dudit tambour d'enroulement
principal (3), dudit tambour d'enroulement auxiliaire
(4) et dudit troisième tambour (5) afin qu'une dimen-
sion dudit troisième tambour (5) ne soit pas inférieu-
re à celle des autres tambours ; et
un dispositif accessoire de flèche (13) est installé à
l'intérieur de ladite partie en retrait.

2. Grue à chenille selon la revendication 1, compre-
nant en outre :

un frein (9) intégré dans un tambour prévu sur
chacun desdits tambour pour freiner ledit tam-
bour d'enroulement principal (3), ledit tambour
d'enroulement auxiliaire (4) et ledit troisième
tambour (5).

3. Grue à chenille selon la revendication 1 ou 2, com-
prenant en outre :

une partie d'arrêt à broche pouvant monter de
manière détachable ledit tambour d'enroule-
ment principal (3), ledit tambour d'enroulement

auxiliaire (4) et ledit troisième tambour (5) sur
ledit châssis pivotant (2).

4. Grue à chenille selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
laquelle l'un quelconque dudit tambour d'enroule-
ment principal (3), dudit tambour d'enroulement
auxiliaire (4) et dudit troisième tambour (5) est un
tambour avec une fonction de chute libre par vent
longitudinal.
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