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(54) IMPELLER WITH EXTERNAL BLADES

(57) A compressor includes a housing, a shaft, and
an impeller rotatable relative to the housing by the shaft.
The impeller includes a hub, impeller blades, and exter-
nal blades. The impeller blades extend from a front of
the hub. The external blades protrude from a rear surface
of the hub or an outer surface of a shroud of the impeller.

The external blades are curved along the rear surface or
the outer surface. A heat transfer circuit includes a com-
pressor and a working fluid. The compressor includes an
impeller having a hub, impeller blades, and external
blades.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] This disclosure relates to impellers used in com-
pressors. More specifically, this disclosure relates to im-
pellers in compressors utilized in heating, ventilation, air
conditioning, and refrigeration ("HVACR") systems

BACKGROUND

[0002] A compressor can include a housing and an im-
peller with impeller blades. The compressor rotates the
impeller relative to the housing. Working fluid is suctioned
into the rotating impeller blades and is discharged from
the impeller as compressed working fluid. An impeller
can include a shroud for the impeller blades. The impeller
is spaced apart from the housing of the compressor to
allow rotation of the impeller relative to the housing.
HVACR systems are generally used to heat, cool, and/or
ventilate an enclosed space (e.g., an interior space of a
commercial building or a residential building, an interior
space of a refrigerated transport unit, or the like). A
HVACR system can include a heat transfer circuit with a
compressor configured to compress a working fluid flow-
ing through the heat transfer circuit.

SUMMARY

[0003] A heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and re-
frigeration ("HVACR") system can include a heat transfer
circuit configured to heat or cool a process fluid (e.g., air,
water and/or glycol, or the like). The heat transfer circuit
includes a compressor that compresses a working fluid
circulated through the heat transfer circuit. The compres-
sor can include a housing, a shaft, and an impeller. The
impeller includes a hub and impeller blades that extend
from the hub. The impeller blades are configured to com-
press working fluid within the housing when rotated rel-
ative to the housing.
[0004] In an embodiment, the impeller includes exter-
nal blades. The external blades are located along the
exterior of the impeller. In an embodiment, the external
blades are curved along an external surface of the im-
peller. In an embodiment, the hub or a shroud of the im-
peller is located between the impeller blades and the ex-
ternal blades.
[0005] In an embodiment, the external blades include
rear external blades. The rear external blades protrude
from a rear surface of the hub. The rear external blades
protrude into a space between the hub of the impeller
and the housing. In an embodiment, the hub is located
between the impeller blades and the rear external blades.
In an embodiment, an interior surface of the housing fac-
es the hub and includes a notch. The rear external blades
protrude into the notch. In an embodiment, the rear ex-
ternal blades include a first set of the rear external blades
and a second set of the rear external blades.

[0006] In an embodiment, the external blades include
front external blades. The front external blades protrude
from an outer surface of a shroud of the impeller. The
front external blades protrude into a space between the
shroud of the impeller and the housing. In an embodi-
ment, the shroud is located between the impeller blades
and the front external blades. In an embodiment, an in-
terior surface of the housing faces the shroud and in-
cludes a notch. The front external blades protrude into
the notch. In an embodiment, the front external blades
include a first set of the front external blades and second
set of the front external blades.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Both described and other features, aspects,
and advantages of an impeller, a compressor including
an impeller, and a heat transfer circuit including a com-
pressor will be better understood with the following draw-
ings:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment
of a heat transfer circuit.
Figure 2 is a front prospective view of an embodiment
of a compressor.
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the compressor
in Figure 2, according to an embodiment.
Figure 4 is a front perspective view of an impeller of
the compressor in Figure 3, according to an embod-
iment.
Figure 5 is a rear perspective view of the impeller of
the compressor in Figure 3, according to an embod-
iment
Figure 6 is enlarged view of area A in the cross-
sectional view in Figure 3, according to an embodi-
ment.
Figure 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of an em-
bodiment of a compressor.
Figure 8 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a
method of providing sealing between an impeller and
a housing in a compressor.

[0008] Like reference characters refer to similar fea-
tures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] A heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and re-
frigeration ("HVACR") system is generally configured to
heat and/or cool an enclosed space (e.g., an interior
space of a commercial or residential building, an interior
space of a refrigerated transport unit, or the like). The
HVACR system includes a heat transfer circuit that in-
cludes a compressor and a working fluid (e.g., a refrig-
erant, a refrigerant mixture, or the like) that circulates
through the heat transfer circuit. The working fluid is uti-
lized to heat or cool a process fluid (e.g., air, water and/or
glycol, or the like).
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[0010] The compressor includes a housing, a shaft,
and an impeller that is rotatable relative to the housing
by the shaft to compress the working fluid. The impeller
is spaced apart from the housing to allow the impeller to
be rotatable relative to the housing. This spacing forms
passage(s) between the impeller and the housing that
allow for leakage of compressed working fluid within the
compressor. While the size of the passage(s) can be min-
imized, the minimized passage(s) still exist. Generally,
the passage(s) are also sized to include tolerances for
the movement of the impeller that can occur during op-
eration of the compressor. The leakage of the com-
pressed working fluid within the compressor causes an
efficiency loss for the compressor.
[0011] Embodiments described herein are directed to
impellers, compressors, and HVACR systems that in-
clude compressors, configured to minimize the flow
through leakage passages along the impeller.
[0012] Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a heat trans-
fer circuit 1 of a HVACR system, according to an embod-
iment. The heat transfer circuit 1 includes a compressor
10, a condenser 20, an expansion device 30, and an
evaporator 40. In an embodiment, the heat transfer circuit
1 can be modified to include additional components. For
example, the heat transfer circuit 1 in an embodiment
can include an economizer heat exchanger, one or more
flow control devices, a receiver tank, a dryer, a suction-
liquid heat exchanger, or the like.
[0013] The components of the heat transfer circuit 1
are fluidly connected. The heat transfer circuit 1 can be
configured as a cooling system (e.g., a fluid chiller of an
HVACR, an air conditioning system, or the like) that can
be operated in a cooling mode, and/or the heat transfer
circuit 1 can be configured to operate as a heat pump
system that can run in a cooling mode and a heating
mode.
[0014] The heat transfer circuit 1 applies known prin-
ciples of gas compression and heat transfer. The heat
transfer circuit can be configured to heat or cool a process
fluid (e.g., water, air, or the like). In an embodiment, the
heat transfer circuit 1 may represent a chiller that cools
a process fluid such as water or the like. In an embodi-
ment, the heat transfer circuit 1 may represent an air
conditioner and/or a heat pump that cools and/or heats
a process fluid such as air, water, or the like.
[0015] During the operation of the heat transfer circuit
1, a working fluid (e.g., refrigerant, refrigerant mixture, or
the like) flows into the compressor 10 from the evaporator
40 in a gaseous state at a relatively lower pressure. The
compressor 10 compresses the gas into a high pressure
state, which also heats the gas. After being compressed,
the relatively higher pressure and higher temperature gas
flows from the compressor 10 to the condenser 20. In
addition to the working fluid flowing through the condens-
er 20, a first process fluid PF1 (e.g., external air, external
water, chiller water, or the like) also separately flows
through the condenser 20. The first process fluid absorbs
heat from the working fluid as the first process fluid PF1

flows through the condenser 20, which cools the working
fluid as it flows through the condenser. The working fluid
condenses to liquid and then flows into the expansion
device 30. The expansion device 30 allows the working
fluid to expand, which converts the working fluid to a
mixed vapor and liquid state. An "expansion device" as
described herein may also be referred to as an expander.
In an embodiment, the expander may be an expansion
valve, expansion plate, expansion vessel, orifice, or the
like, or other such types of expansion mechanisms. It
should be appreciated that the expander may be any type
of expander used in the field for expanding a working
fluid to cause the working fluid to decrease in tempera-
ture. The relatively lower temperature, vapor/liquid work-
ing fluid then flows into the evaporator 40. A second proc-
ess fluid PF2 (e.g., air, water, or the like) also flows
through the evaporator 40. The working fluid absorbs
heat from the second process fluid PF2 as it flows through
the evaporator 40, which cools the second process fluid
PF2 as it flows through the evaporator 40. As the working
fluid absorbs heat, the working fluid evaporates to vapor.
The working fluid then returns to the compressor 10 from
the evaporator 40. The above-described process contin-
ues while the heat transfer circuit 1 is operated, for ex-
ample, in a cooling mode.
[0016] Figure 2 is a prospective view of an embodiment
of a centrifugal compressor 100. In an embodiment, the
compressor 100 is an embodiment of the compressor 10
in the heat transfer circuit 1 in Figure 1. The compressor
100 includes a housing 110 and an impeller 140. The
impeller 140 is discussed in more detail below. In an em-
bodiment, the housing 110 includes an endcap 116 for
the impeller 140. The compressor 100 includes an inlet
112 and an outlet 114. Working fluid to be compressed
enters the compressor 100 through the inlet 112. The
working fluid is compressed and discharged from the
compressor 100 through the outlet 114.
[0017] Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the centrif-
ugal compressor 100, according to an embodiment. For
example, Figure 3 shows a vertical cross section of the
compressor 100 in Figure 2. The compressor 100 in Fig-
ures 2 and 3 is a single stage compressor. However, the
compressor 100 in an embodiment may be a multistage
compressor. The compressor 100 includes a housing
110, the inlet 112, the outlet 114, a shaft 130, an impeller
140, a rotor 134, and a stator 136.
[0018] The impeller 140 is affixed to an end 132 of the
shaft 130. The rotor 134 is attached to the shaft 130 and
is rotated by the stator 136, which rotates the shaft 130
and the impeller 140. Bearings 138 support shaft 130
within the housing 110. In an embodiment, the housing
110 includes an endcap 116 for the impeller 140.
[0019] The impeller 140 includes impeller blades 142,
a hub 144, and external blades 160, 180. The impeller
140 is rotated relative to the housing 110 by the shaft
130. The rotating impeller 140 compresses working fluid
within housing 110. The main flow path is illustrated by
the dashed arrow f1. In the main flow path f1, working
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fluid enters the compressor 100 through the inlet 112, is
compressed by the impeller blades 142 of the rotating
impeller 140, and is discharged from the compressor 110
through the outlet 114.
[0020] In an embodiment, the impeller 140 is a shroud-
ed impeller that also includes a shroud 150. The impeller
blades 142 extend from the front 145 of the hub 144. In
an embodiment, one or more of the impeller blades 142
extends from the hub 144 to the shroud 150. The shroud
150 has an inner surface 152 and an outer surface 154.
The inner surface 152 faces the hub 144. In an embod-
iment, the inner surface 152 faces the front 145 of the
hub 144. The outer surface 154 is opposite to the inner
surface 152 and faces the housing 110. In an embodi-
ment, the impeller blades 142 extend towards the inner
surface 152 of the shroud 150. The shroud 150 in Figure
3 is a full shroud that extends entirely along the impeller
blades 142 in the axial direction D1. In an embodiment,
the shroud 150 may be a partial shroud that only extends
along a portion of the blades 142 in the axial direction
D1. In an embodiment, the impeller 140 may be a non-
shrouded impeller that does not the shroud 150.
[0021] The impeller 140 includes a suction input 146A
and discharge openings 146B. The working fluid enters
the suction input 146A of the impeller 140 in the axial
direction D1. Compressed working fluid is radially dis-
charged from the discharge openings 146B (e.g., dis-
charged in direction D2, discharged in direction D3, or the
like). The discharge openings 146B are gaps formed be-
tween the impeller blades 142.
[0022] The housing 110 is spaced apart from the im-
peller 140 to allow the impeller 140 to rotate relative to
the housing 110. This spacing creates passages F1, F2
between the impeller 140 and the housing 110. Each of
the passages F1, F2 extends along the impeller 140 and
away from the discharge openings 146B of the impeller
140. Compressed working fluid attempts to flow through
the passages F1, F2. The passages F1, F2 may be re-
ferred to as leakage passages F1, F2.
[0023] A first leakage passage F1 is formed between
the housing 110 and the shroud 150 of the impeller 140.
The first leakage passage F1 may be referred to as the
shroud side leakage passage. Compressed working fluid
can leak through the shroud side leakage passage F1 to
the suction input 146A of the impeller 140.
[0024] A second leakage passage F2 is formed be-
tween the housing 110 and the hub 144 of the impeller
140. Compressed working fluid can leak through the sec-
ond leakage passage F2 to an internal space S1 located
behind the impeller 140 in the axial direction D1. In an
embodiment, the internal space S1 is located along the
shaft 130 of the compressor 100. In an embodiment, the
passages F1, F2 each surround an entire circumference
of the impeller 140.
[0025] In an embodiment, the impeller 140 includes
front external blades 160 and rear external blades 180
located on the outside of the impeller 140. The front ex-
ternal blades 160 protrude from the outer surface 154 of

the shroud 150. The rear external blades 180 protrude
from a rear surface 148 of the hub 144.
[0026] Figure 4 is a front perspective view of the
shrouded impeller 140 in an embodiment. The impeller
140 includes the impeller blades 142, the discharge
openings 146B, and the front external blades 160. The
impeller blades 142 extend along the front hub 144. The
impeller blades 142 extend both the axial direction D1
and the circumferential direction D4 along the hub 144.
Thus, the impeller blades 142 are have a curved shape
along the hub 144. In an embodiment, the impeller blades
144 and the shroud 150, via the impeller blades 144, are
attached to the front 145 of the hub 144. In an embodi-
ment, the hub 144 may include a slot for attaching an
inlet guide vane (not shown).
[0027] The front external blades 160 protrude from the
outer surface 154 of the shroud 150. The front external
blades 160 extend along the outer surface 154 of the
shroud 150. Each of the front external blades 160 curves
along the outer surface 154 relative to the axial direction
D1 of the impeller 140. In an embodiment, the front ex-
ternal blades 160 curve in the same circumferential di-
rection D4 as the impeller blades. In an embodiment, the
front external blades 160 extend in both the axial direction
D1 and the circumferential direction D4 along the outer
surface 154. As the front external blades 160 curve, they
do not extend directly in the axial direction D1 or directly
in the circumferential direction D4 along the outer surface
154. In an embodiment, the front external blades 160
extend to have a concave or convex shape along the
outer surface 154. In an embodiment, the front external
blades 160 are positioned in the axial direction D1 so as
to be overlapping a single circumference C1 of the im-
peller 140. In an embodiment, the circumference C1 ex-
tends along a plane perpendicular to the axial direction
D1. The front external blades 160 are aligned in the cir-
cumferential direction D4 of the impeller 140.
[0028] The impeller 140 includes a plurality of the front
external blades 160. In an embodiment, the impeller 140
includes at least two of the front external blades 160. In
an embodiment, the impeller 140 includes at least four
of the front external blades 160. In an embodiment, at
least one of the front external blades 160 is provided in
each 90 degree portion along the circumference C1 of
the impeller 140. In an embodiment, the impeller 140
includes at least eight of the front external blades 160.
In an embodiment, at least one of the front external
blades 160 is provided in each 45 degree portion along
the circumference C1 of the impeller 140.
[0029] Figure 5 is a rear perspective view of the shroud-
ed impeller 140 in an embodiment. The impeller 140 in-
cludes the impeller blades 142, the hub 144, the dis-
charge openings 146B, and the rear external blades 180.
The hub 144 includes an opening 147 into which the end
132 of the shaft 130 (shown in Figure 3) is inserted to
attach hub 144 to the shaft 130.
[0030] As shown in Figure 5, the rear external blades
180 protrude from the rear surface 148 of the impeller
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140. In an embodiment, the rear surface 148 is located
rearward of the discharged openings 146B in the axial
direction D1 of the impeller 140. The rear external blades
180 are each curved along the rear surface 148 relative
to the axial direction D1. In an embodiment, the rear ex-
ternal blades 180 each extend in both the axial direction
D1 and in the circumferential direction D4 along the rear
surface 148. As the rear external blades 180 are curved,
they do not extend directly in the axial direction D1 or
directly in the circumferential direction D4 along the rear
surface 148. In an embodiment, the rear external blades
180 extend to have a concave or convex shape along
the rear surface 148. In an embodiment, the rear external
blades 180 are positioned in the axial direction D1 so as
to be overlapping a single circumference C2 of the im-
peller 140. In an embodiment, the circumference C2 is
along a plane perpendicular to the axial direction D1. In
an embodiment, the rear external blades 180 are aligned
in the circumferential direction D4 of the impeller 140.
[0031] The impeller 140 includes a plurality of the rear
external blades 180. In an embodiment, the impeller 140
includes at least two of the rear external blades 180. In
an embodiment, the impeller 140 includes at least four
of the rear external blades 180. In an embodiment, at
least one of the rear external blades 180 is provided in
each 90 degree portion along the circumference C2 of
the impeller 140. In an embodiment, the impeller 140
includes at least eight of the rear external blades 180. In
an embodiment, at least one of the rear external blades
180 is provided in each 90 degree portion along the cir-
cumference C2 of the impeller 140.
[0032] Figure 6 is an enlarged view of the area A in
Figure 3. Figure 6 shows an enlarged view of a cross
section of the leakage passages F1, F2. During operation,
the shaft 130 rotates the impeller 140 causing the impeller
blades 142 to rotate. As shown by the main flow path f1
in Figure 6, the working fluid enters the impeller 140 in
the axial direction D1 and compressed working fluid is
radially discharged from discharge openings 146B be-
tween the impeller blades 142 (e.g., discharged in the
direction D2, discharged in the direction D3, or the like).
[0033] The shroud side leakage passage F1 extends
along the outer surface 154 of the shroud 150 between
the outer surface 154 of the shroud 150 and a first interior
surface 120A of the housing 110. The first interior surface
120A faces the outer surface 154 of the shroud 150. The
shroud side leakage passage F1 extends between the
discharge openings 146B and the suction input 146A of
the impeller 140. The compressed working fluid dis-
charged from the impeller 140 has a pressure P1 that is
significantly greater than the pressure P2 of the working
fluid entering the impeller 140. This pressure difference
(P1 - P2) causes the compressed working fluid to flow
through the shroud side leakage passage F1 from the
main flow path f1. This compressed working fluid flows
to the suction input 146A instead of to the outlet 114
(shown in Figure 3) of the compressor 100.
[0034] As shown in Figure 6, the front external blades

160 protrude from the shroud 150 into the space 178 of
the shroud side leakage passage F1. The front external
blades 160 rotate with the impeller 140. When the impel-
ler 140 is rotated, the rotating front external blades 160
create a higher pressure P3 within the shroud side leak-
age passage F1. In an embodiment, the rotating front
external blades 160 are configured to drive fluid in the
axial direction D1 within the shroud side leakage passage
F1 towards the discharge openings 146B. In an embod-
iment, compressed fluid may still flow through the leak-
age passage F1 but at a reduced rate. The higher pres-
sure P3 in the shroud side leakage passage F1 can result
in a lower pressure difference between the compressed
working fluid discharged from the discharge openings
146B and the shroud side leakage passage F1 (P1 - P3
< P1 - P2). The lower pressure difference can advanta-
geously reduce the flow rate of compressed working fluid
through the shroud side leakage passage F1 and can
result in better sealing.
[0035] The front external blades 160 in Figure 6 extend
along a portion of the shroud side leakage passage F1.
For example, the front external blades 160 in Figure 6
extend along at or about 25% of the shroud side leakage
passage F1. However, it should be appreciated that the
front external blades 160 in an embodiment may extend
along a different amount of the shroud side leakage pas-
sage F1 than is shown in Figure 6. In an embodiment,
the front external blades 160 may extend from at or about
10% to at or about 100% of the shroud side leakage pas-
sage F1. In an embodiment, the front external blades 160
may extend along at least 10% of the shroud side leakage
passage F1. In an embodiment, one or more of the front
external blades 160 may extend along at least 25% of
the shroud side leakage passage F1. In an embodiment,
one or more of the front external blades 160 may extend
along a majority of the shroud side leakage passage F1.
In an embodiment, the front external blades 160 may
have different lengths. For example, the front external
blades 160 in an embodiment may include one or more
splitter blades that have a shorter length along the shroud
150 and begin farther downstream in the shroud side
leakage passage F1.
[0036] The hub side leakage passage F2 extends
along the impeller 140 between a rear surface 148 of the
hub 144 of the impeller 140 and a second interior surface
120B of the housing 110. The second interior surface
120B faces the rear surface 148 of the impeller 140. The
second leakage passage F2 extends between the dis-
charge openings 146B and an internal space S1 of the
compressor 100. In an embodiment, the internal space
S1 is located along the shaft 130 of the compressor
100.The compressed working fluid discharged from the
impeller 140 has a pressure P1 that is greater than the
pressure P4 of the internal space S1. This pressure dif-
ference (P1 - P4) causes the compressed working fluid
to flow through the second leakage passage F2 into the
interior space S1. This compressed working fluid leaks
into interior space S1 instead of flowing to the outlet 114
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(shown in Figure 3) of the compressor 100. In an embod-
iment, the compressed working fluid in the interior space
S1 eventually flows back into the suction input 146A of
the impeller 140.
[0037] As shown in Figure 6, the rear external blades
180 protrude from the hub 144 of the impeller 140. The
rear external blades 180 protrude into the space 198 of
the second leakage passage F2. The rear external blades
180 are rotated as the impeller 140 is rotated. The rotating
rear external blades 180 create a higher pressure P5 with-
in the second leakage flow path F2. In an embodiment,
the rotating rear external blades 180 are configured to
drive fluid in the axial direction D5 within the hub side
leakage passage F2 towards the discharge openings
146B. In an embodiment, compressed fluid may still flow
through the leakage passage F2 but at a reduced rate.
The higher pressure P5 can result in a lower pressure
difference between the compressed working fluid dis-
charged from the discharge openings 146B and the hub
side passage F2 (e.g., P1 - P5 < P1 - P4). The lower pres-
sure difference can advantageously reduce the flow rate
of compressed working fluid through the leakage pas-
sage F2 and can result in better sealing.
[0038] In an embodiment, the housing 110 includes a
notch 122 for the rear external blades 180. The notch
122 is formed in the second interior surface 120B of the
housing 110. The rear external blades 180 protrude from
the rear surface 148 into the notch 122. In an embodi-
ment, the notch 122 extends along an entire circumfer-
ence C2 (shown in Figure 5) of the impeller 140. In an
embodiment, the notch 122 when viewed in the axial di-
rection D1 may have an elliptical and/or oval shape. The
notch 122 provides additional space between the hous-
ing 110 and the impeller 140 for the rear external blades
180. A contraction 126 is formed adjacent to the notch
122. The contraction 126 causes a pressure drop for
working fluid flowing through the contraction 126 that can
advantageously further decreases the flow of working
fluid through the hub side leakage passage F2.
[0039] The rear external blades 180 in Figure 6 extend
along a portion of the hub side leakage passage F2. For
example, the rear external blades 180 in Figure 6 extend
along approximately 20% of the hub side leakage pas-
sage F2. However, it should be appreciated that the rear
external blades 180 in an embodiment may extend along
a different amount of the hub side leakage passage F2
shown in Figure 6. In an embodiment, the rear external
blades 180 may extend from at or about 10% to at or
about 100% of the hub side leakage passage F2. In an
embodiment, the rear external blades 180 may extend
along at least 10% of the hub side leakage passage F2.
In an embodiment, one or more of the rear external
blades 180 may extend along at least 25% of the hub
side leakage passage F2. In an embodiment, one or more
of the rear external blades 180 may extend along a ma-
jority of the hub side leakage passage F2. In an embod-
iment, the rear external blades 180 may have different
lengths. For example, the rear external blades 180 in an

embodiment may include one or more splitter blades with
a shorter length along the impeller 140 and begin farther
downstream in the hub side leakage passage F2.
[0040] In an embodiment, the impeller 140 may be a
non-shrouded impeller that includes the rear external
blades 180. The rear external blades 180 configured to
reduce leakage through the hub side leakage passage
F2 in the non-shrouded impeller. The external blades 160,
180 provide a specific thrust force in the axial directions
D1, D5. In an embodiment, external blades 160, 180 may
help control the amount of thrust in an axial direction D1,
D5. In an embodiment, the external blades 160, 180 have
a configuration (e.g., length, location, curvature, number,
or the like) that allows for reducing the axial thrust gen-
erated the impeller blades 142 during operation. For ex-
ample, the configuration of the external blades 160, 180
can help reduce the amount of thrust applied in the axial
direction D1 to thrust bearing(s) (not shown) of the com-
pressor 100.
[0041] Figure 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of a compressor 200 that includes an im-
peller 240. In an embodiment, the view in Figure 7 is a
view of the compressor 200 similar to the view in Figure
8 of its respective compressor 100. In an embodiment,
the impeller 240 is a shrouded impeller that includes a
shroud 250. The impeller 240 includes front external
blades 260A, 260B and rear external blades 280A, 280B.
In an embodiment, the impeller 240 is a similar to the
impeller 140 in Figures 3 - 6 and as described above,
except with respect to the external blades 260A, 260B,
280A, 280B. For example, the impeller 240 includes im-
peller blades 242, a hub 244 with a rear surface 248, the
shroud 250 with an outer surface 254, a suction input
246A, discharge openings 246B. In an embodiment, the
compressor 200 is similar to the compressor 100 in Fig-
ures 3 - 6 and as described above, except with respect
to a first interior surface 220A and a second interior sur-
face 220B of the housing 210 that face the impeller 240.
For example, the compressor 200 includes a housing
210, a shaft 230 for rotating the impeller 240, a main flow
path f2, and an internal space S2.
[0042] As shown in Figure 7, f2 illustrates a portion of
the main flow path for the working fluid through the com-
pressor 200. Working fluid to be compressed flows into
the suction input 246A of the rotating impeller 240 in the
axial direction D1. The working fluid is compressed by
the rotating impeller blades 242 and is radially discharged
from discharge openings 246B between the impeller
blades 242 (e.g., discharged in direction D2, discharged
in direction D3, or the like). The housing 210 is spaced
apart from the impeller 240 to allow the impeller 240 to
be rotatable relative to the housing 210. This spacing
forms passages F3, F4 between the housing 210 and the
impeller 240.
[0043] A shroud side leakage passage F3 extends
along the shroud 250 between the outer surface 254 of
the shroud 250 and a first interior surface 220A of the
housing 210. A hub side leakage passage F4 extends

9 10 



EP 3 757 398 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

along the hub 244 between the rear surface 248 of the
impeller 240 and a second interior surface 220B of the
housing 210. The leakage passages F3, F4 are similar to
the leakage passages F1, F2 in Figures 3 - 6 and as de-
scribed above, respectively, except with respect to the
interior surfaces 220A, 220B of the housing 210 and the
external blades 260A, 260B, 280A, 280B.
[0044] The front external blades 260A, 260B protrude
from the outer surface 254 of the shroud 250. The front
external blades 260A, 260B protrude into the space of
the shroud side leakage passage F3. The front external
blades 260A, 260B include a first set of front external
blades 260A and a second set of front external blades
260B. In an embodiment, the second set of front external
blades 260B are similar to the front external blades 160
in Figures 3 - 6. In an embodiment, the front external
blades 260A, 260B have a similar structure to the front
external blades 160 in Figures 3 and 4 and as described
above, except with respect to location within the shroud
side leakage passage F3. For example, the front external
blades 260A, 260B in an embodiment have a curvature
similar to the curvature as shown in Figures 3 and 4 and
described above for the front external blades 160.
[0045] The compressed working fluid is discharged
with a pressure P6 that is greater than the pressure P7
of the working fluid flowing into the suction input 246A.
The front external blades 260A, 260B rotate with the im-
peller 240. In an embodiment, the rotating front external
blades 260A, 260B are each configured to drive fluid in
the axial direction D1 within the shroud side leakage pas-
sage F3 towards the discharge openings 246B. The first
set of front external blades 260A increase a pressure P8A
at the entrance 278 of the shroud side leakage passage
F3. The second set of front external blades 260B increase
a pressure P8B within the shroud side leakage passage
F3. In an embodiment, compressed fluid may still flow
through the shroud side leakage passage F3 but at a
reduced rate. In a similar manner as discussed above
with respect to the front external blades 160, the in-
creased pressures P8A, P8B can result in a lower pressure
difference that can advantageously reduce the flow rate
of compressed working fluid through the shroud leakage
flow path F3 and can result in better sealing.
[0046] The first set of front external blades 260A is
spaced apart from the second set of front external blades
260A in shroud side leakage passage F3. In an embod-
iment, the first set of front external blades 260A is located
at a first end 270 of the shroud side leakage passage F3.
In an embodiment, the second set of front external blades
260B is located at a second end 272 of the shroud side
leakage passage F3 opposite to the first end 270. The
first end 270 is located closer to the discharge openings
246B than the second end 272. In an embodiment, the
first set of front external blades 260A are arranged along
a first circumference C3 of the impeller 240, and the sec-
ond set of front external blades 260B are arranged along
a second circumference C4 of the impeller 240. The first
circumference C3 and second circumference C4 are

spaced apart in the axial direction D1. In an embodiment,
the circumference C3 and the second circumference C4
are each along a respective plane perpendicular to the
axial direction D1.
[0047] It should be appreciated that front external
blades 260A, 260B in an embodiment may have different
locations in the shroud side leakage passage F3 than is
shown in Figure 7. In an embodiment, the first set of front
external blades 260A and/or the second set of front ex-
ternal blades 260A may be positioned between the first
end 270 and the second end 272 of the shroud side leak-
age passage F3. In an embodiment, the front external
blades 260A, 260B may include third front external
blades (not shown) that are located between the first set
of front external blades 260A and the second set of front
external blades 260B within the shroud side leakage pas-
sage F3.
[0048] In an embodiment, the housing 210 includes a
notch 222A for the first set of front external blades 260A
and a separate notch 224A for the second set of front
external blades 260A. Each of the notches 222A, 224A
is formed in the first interior surface 220A of the housing
210. In an embodiment, each of the notches 222A, 224A
extends along an entire circumference C3, C4 of the im-
peller 140. In an embodiment, each of the notches 222A,
224A when viewed in the axial direction D1 may have an
elliptical and/or oval shape. The first set of front external
blades 260A protrude from the outer surface 254 of the
shroud 250 into the notch 222A. The second set of front
external blades 260B protrude from the outer surface 254
of the shroud 250 into the notch 224A. The notches 222A,
224A each provide additional space between the housing
210 and the impeller 240 for their respective front external
blades 260A, 260B. A contraction 226A is formed adja-
cent to the notch 222A. The contraction 226A causes a
pressure drop for working fluid flowing through the con-
traction 226A that can advantageously further decrease
the flow of working fluid through the shroud side leakage
passage F3.
[0049] The rear external blades 280A, 280B protrude
from the rear surface 248 of the impeller 240. The rear
external blades 280A, 280B protrude from the rear sur-
face 248 of the hub 244 of the impeller 240. The rear
external blades 280A, 280B protrude into the space of
the hub side leakage passage F3. The side leakage pas-
sage F3 extends between the discharge openings 246B
and an internal space S2 behind the impeller 240. The
internal space S2 is at lower pressure P9 than the pres-
sure P6 of the compressed working fluid discharged from
the impeller 240. In an embodiment, the internal space
S2 is similar to the internal space S1 in Figures 3 and 6
and as discussed above.
[0050] The rear external blades 280A, 280B include a
first set of the rear external blades 280A and second set
of the rear external blades 280B. In an embodiment, the
second set of rear external blades 280B is similar to the
rear external blades 180 in Figures 3, 5, and 6. In an
embodiment, the rear external blades 280A, 280B have
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a similar structure to the rear external blades 180 in Fig-
ures 3 and 5 and as described above, except with respect
to their location within the hub side leakage passage F4.
For example, the rear external blades 280A, 280B in an
embodiment have a curvature similar to the curvature
shown in Figures 3 and 5 and as described above for the
rear external blades 180.
[0051] The rear external blades 280A, 280B rotate with
the impeller 240. In an embodiment, the rotating rear ex-
ternal blades 280A, 280B are each configured to drive
fluid in the axial direction D5 within the shroud side leak-
age passage F3 towards the discharge openings 246B.
The first set of rear external blades 280A increase a pres-
sure P10A at the entrance 298 of the hub side leakage
passage F4. The entrance 298 of the hub side leakage
passage F4 is along the discharge openings 246B. The
second set of rear external blades 280B increase a pres-
sure P10B within the hub side leakage passage F4. In an
embodiment, compressed fluid may still flow through the
hub side leakage passage F4 but at a reduced rate. In a
similar manner as discussed above with respect to the
rear external blades 180 in Figure 5, the increased pres-
sures P10A, P10B can result in a lower pressure difference
that can advantageously reduce the flow rate of com-
pressed working fluid through the hub side leakage flow
path F4 and can result in better sealing.
[0052] As shown in Figure 7, the first set of rear external
blades 280A is spaced apart from the second set of rear
external blades 280B within hub side leakage passage
F4. In an embodiment, the first set of rear external blades
280A is located at a first end 290 of the hub side leakage
passage F4. In an embodiment, the second set of rear
external blades 280B is located closer to a second end
292 of the hub side leakage passage F4 than the first set
of rear external blades 280A within the hub side leakage
passage F4. The second end 292 is opposite to the first
end 290. In an embodiment, the second set of rear ex-
ternal blades 280B is located in a middle portion 294 of
the hub side leakage passage F4 that is between the first
end 290 and the second end 292. In an embodiment, the
first set of rear external blades 280A are located along a
first circumference C5 of the impeller 240, and the second
set of rear external blades 280B are provided along a
second circumference C6. The first circumference C5 and
second circumference C6 are spaced apart in the axial
direction D1. In an embodiment, the circumference C5
and the second circumference C6 are each along a re-
spective plane perpendicular to the axial direction D1.
[0053] It should be appreciated that rear external
blades 280A, 280B in an embodiment may have different
locations in the hub side leakage passage F4 than is
shown in Figure 7. In an embodiment, the first set of rear
external blades 280A and/or the second set of rear ex-
ternal blades 280B may be positioned at the second end
290 of the hub side leakage passage F4. In an embodi-
ment, the rear external blades 280A, 280B may include
third rear external blades (not shown) that are located at
the second end 290 of the hub side leakage passage F4.

In such an embodiment, the third rear external blades
may be positioned in the hub side leakage passage F4
in a similar manner to the position of the second set of
rear external blades 280B in the shroud side passage F3.
[0054] In an embodiment, the housing 210 includes a
notch 222B for the first set of rear external blades 280A
and a separate notch 224B for the second set of rear
external blades 280B. Each of the notches 222B, 224B
is formed in the second interior surface 220B of the hous-
ing 210. In an embodiment, each of the notches 222B,
224B extends along an entire circumference C5, C6 of
the impeller 140. In an embodiment, each of the notches
222B, 224B when viewed in the axial direction D1 may
have an elliptical and/or oval shape. The notches 222B,
224B each provide additional space between the housing
210 and the impeller 240 for their respective rear external
blades 280A, 280B. The first set of rear external blades
280A protrude from the rear surface 248 of the hub 244
into the notch 222B. The second set of rear external
blades 280B protrude from the rear surface 248 of the
hub 244 into the notch 224B. A contraction 226B is
formed adjacent to the notch 222B. In an embodiment,
a contraction 228B is formed adjacent to the adjacent to
the notch 224B. Each of the contractions 226B, 228B
causes a pressure drop for working fluid when flowing
through the respective contraction 226B, 228B that can
advantageously further decrease the flow of working fluid
through the hub side leakage passage F4.
[0055] Figure 8 is a block diagram of an embodiment
of a method 300 of providing sealing between an impeller
and a housing in a compressor. For example, the method
300 may be for providing sealing between the impeller
and the housing in the compressor 100 in Figure 2, or in
the compressor 200 in Figure 7. In an embodiment, the
compressor is employed in a heat transfer circuit (e.g.,
the heat transfer circuit 1 of Figure 1) of an HVACR sys-
tem. The method 300 starts at 310.
[0056] At 310, external blades (e.g., front external
blades 160, 260A, 260B, rear external blades 280, 260A,
260B) are positioned in a passage (e.g., passage F1, F2,
F3, F4) that is between the housing (e.g., housing 110,
210) of the compressor and one of a rear surface (e.g.,
rear surface 148, 248) or an outer surface (e.g., outer
surface 154, 254) of a shroud (e.g., shroud 150, 250) of
the impeller (e.g., impeller 140, 240). In an embodiment,
the external blades positioned so as to increase a pres-
sure (e.g., P3, P5, P8A, P8B, P10A, P10B) within the pas-
sage or at an entrance to the passage when the impeller
is rotated relative to the housing. The method 300 then
proceeds to 320.
[0057] At 320, the impeller is rotated to rotate the ex-
ternal blades and impeller blades (e.g., impeller blades
142, 242) of the impeller relative to the housing. The im-
peller discharges compressed working fluid by the rotat-
ing impeller blades compressing working fluid. Working
fluid in the passage 140 is a portion of the compressed
working fluid discharged from the impeller 140. In an em-
bodiment, the rotating external blades are configured to
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drive compressed working fluid within the passage in an
axial direction (e.g., in direction D1, D5) towards dis-
charge outlets of the impeller (e.g., discharge outlets
146B, 246B). The rotating external blades increase a
pressure (e.g., P3, P5, P8A, P8B, P10A, P10B) within the
passage or at an entrance to the passage. In an embod-
iment, a portion of the compressed working fluid flows
through the passage and along the external blades. The
increased pressure caused by the rotating external
blades reduces the flow of compressed working fluid
through the passage and thereby reduces leakage and
improves sealing between the impeller and the housing.
[0058] In an embodiment, the method 300 may be
modified based on the compressor 100, the compressor
200, the impeller 140, and/or impeller 240 as shown Fig-
ures 3 - 7 and as described above.

Aspects:

[0059] Any of aspects 1 - 8 can be combined with any
of aspects 9 - 17, and any of aspects 9 - 16 can be com-
bined with aspect 17.

Aspect 1. A compressor, comprising:

a housing;
a shaft with an end; and
an impeller rotatable relative to the housing by
the shaft, the impeller including:

a hub attached to the end of the shaft, the
hub including a rear surface,
impeller blades extending from a front of the
hub, and
external blades protruding from one of the
rear surface of the hub and an outer surface
of a shroud of the impeller, the external
blades being curved along the one of the
rear surface of the hub and the outer surface
of the shroud of the impeller.

Aspect 2. The compressor of aspect 1, wherein the
external blades include a first set of the external
blades and a second set of the external blades, the
first set of the external blades spaced apart from the
second set of the external blades in an axial direction.

Aspect 3. The compressor of either one aspect 1 or
2, wherein the housing includes an interior surface
with a notch, the interior surface facing the one of
the rear surface of the hub and the outer surface of
the shroud, the external blades protruding into the
notch.

Aspect 4. The compressor of any one of aspects 1
- 3, further comprising:

the shroud including an inner surface opposite

to the outer surface, at least one of the impeller
blades extending from the front of the hub to the
inner surface of the shroud, wherein
the external blades protrude from the outer sur-
face of the shroud and extend along the outer
surface.

Aspect 5. The compressor of aspect 4, wherein the
housing includes an interior surface facing the outer
surface of the shroud, the external blades protruding
from the outer surface of the shroud into a space
between the interior surface of the housing and the
outer surface of the shroud.

Aspect 6. The compressor of either one of aspects
4 or 5, wherein the shroud is located between the
impeller blades and the external blades.

Aspect 7. The compressor of any one of aspects 1
- 6, wherein the external blades protrude from the
rear surface of the hub and extend along the rear
surface.

Aspect 8. The compressor of aspect 7, wherein the
housing includes an interior surface that faces the
rear surface of the impeller, the external blades dis-
posed in a space between the interior space of the
housing and the rear surface of the impeller.

Aspect 9. A heat transfer circuit, comprising:

a compressor including:

a housing;
a shaft with an end; and
an impeller rotatable relative to the housing
by the shaft to compress a working fluid, the
impeller including:

a hub attached to the end of the shaft,
the hub including a rear surface,
impeller blades extending from a front
of the hub, and
external blades protruding from one of
the rear surface of the hub and an outer
surface of a shroud of the impeller, the
external blades being curved along the
one of the rear surface of the hub and
the outer surface of the shroud of the
impeller;

a condenser for cooling the working fluid com-
pressed by the compressor;
an expander for expanding the working fluid
cooled by the condenser; and
an evaporator for heating the working fluid ex-
panded by the expansion device with a process
fluid.
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Aspect 10. The heat transfer circuit of aspect 9,
wherein the external blades include a first set of the
external blades and a second set of the external
blades, the first set of the external blades spaced
apart from the second set of the external blades in
an axial direction.

Aspect 11. The heat transfer circuit of either one of
aspects 9 or 10, wherein the housing includes an
interior surface with a notch, the interior surface fac-
ing the one of the rear surface of the hub and the
outer surface of the shroud, the external blades pro-
truding into the notch.

Aspect 12. The heat transfer circuit of any one of
aspects 9 - 11, further comprising:

the shroud including an inner surface opposite
to the outer surface, at least one of the impeller
blades extending from the front of the hub to the
inner surface of the shroud, wherein
the external blades protrude from the outer sur-
face of the shroud and extend along the outer
surface.

Aspect 13. The heat transfer circuit of aspect 12,
wherein the housing includes an interior surface fac-
ing the outer surface of the shroud, the external
blades protruding from the outer surface of the
shroud into a space between the interior surface of
the housing and the outer surface of the shroud.

Aspect 14. The heat transfer circuit of either one of
aspects 12 or 13, wherein the shroud is located be-
tween the impeller blades and the external blades.

Aspect 15. The heat transfer circuit of any one of
aspects 9 - 14, wherein the external blades protrude
from the rear surface of the hub and extend along
the rear surface.

Aspect 16. The heat transfer circuit of aspect 15,
wherein the housing includes an interior surface that
faces the rear surface of the impeller, the external
blades disposed in a space between the interior
space of the housing and the rear surface of the im-
peller.

Aspect 17. A method of providing sealing between
an impeller and a housing in a compressor, the meth-
od comprising:

positioning external blades of the impeller in a
passage between the housing of the compres-
sor and one of a rear surface of the impeller or
an outer surface of a shroud of the impeller, the
impeller including impeller blades; and
rotating the impeller relative to the housing, ro-

tating the impeller relative to the housing includ-
ing:

rotating the impeller blades relative to the
housing to compress a working fluid, a por-
tion of the compressed working fluid flowing
into the passage, and
rotating the external blades relative to the
housing to increase a pressure within the
passage.

[0060] The examples disclosed in this application are
to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not
limitative. The scope of the invention is indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing descrip-
tion; and all changes which come within the meaning and
range of equivalency of the claims are intended to be
embraced therein.

Claims

1. A compressor, comprising:

a housing;
a shaft with an end; and
an impeller rotatable relative to the housing by
the shaft, the impeller including:

a hub attached to the end of the shaft, the
hub including a rear surface,
impeller blades extending from a front of the
hub, and
external blades protruding from one of the
rear surface of the hub and an outer surface
of a shroud of the impeller, the external
blades being curved along the one of the
rear surface of the hub and the outer surface
of the shroud of the impeller.

2. The compressor of claim 1, wherein the external
blades include a first set of the external blades and
a second set of the external blades, the first set of
the external blades spaced apart from the second
set of the external blades in an axial direction.

3. The compressor of any one of claims 1 and 2, where-
in the housing includes an interior surface with a
notch, the interior surface facing the one of the rear
surface of the hub and the outer surface of the
shroud, the external blades protruding into the notch.

4. The compressor of any one of claims 1 - 3, further
comprising:

the shroud including an inner surface opposite
to the outer surface, at least one of the impeller
blades extending from the front of the hub to the
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inner surface of the shroud, wherein
the external blades protrude from the outer sur-
face of the shroud and extend along the outer
surface.

5. The compressor of claim 4, wherein the housing in-
cludes an interior surface facing the outer surface of
the shroud, the external blades protruding from the
outer surface of the shroud into a space between the
interior surface of the housing and the outer surface
of the shroud.

6. The compressor of any one of claims 4 and 5, where-
in the shroud is located between the impeller blades
and the external blades.

7. The compressor of any one of claims 1 - 6, wherein
the external blades protrude from the rear surface
of the hub and extend along the rear surface.

8. The compressor of claim 7, wherein the housing in-
cludes an interior surface that faces the rear surface
of the impeller, the external blades disposed in a
space between the interior space of the housing and
the rear surface of the impeller.

9. A heat transfer circuit, comprising:

the compressor of any one of the proceeding
claims for compressing a working fluid;
a condenser for cooling the working fluid com-
pressed by the compressor;
an expander for expanding the working fluid
cooled by the condenser; and
an evaporator for heating the working fluid ex-
panded by the expansion device with a process
fluid.

10. A method of providing sealing between an impeller
and a housing in a compressor, the method compris-
ing:

positioning external blades of the impeller in a
passage between the housing of the compres-
sor and one of a rear surface of the impeller or
an outer surface of a shroud of the impeller, the
impeller including impeller blades; and
rotating the impeller relative to the housing, ro-
tating the impeller relative to the housing includ-
ing:

rotating the impeller blades relative to the
housing to compress a working fluid, a por-
tion of the compressed working fluid flowing
into the passage, and
rotating the external blades relative to the
housing to increase a pressure within the
passage.
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