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(54) TURBINE FOR TURBOCHARGER, AND TURBOCHARGER

(57) A turbine for a turbocharger includes: a turbine
impeller coupled to a compressor impeller via a rotational
shaft; a turbine casing disposed so as to cover the turbine
impeller, the turbine casing including a scroll flow pas-
sage and a scroll outlet portion disposed on an inner side,
in a radial direction, of the scroll flow passage, for guiding
exhaust gas from the scroll flow passage to the turbine

impeller; and a back-surface side member disposed so
as to face a back surface of the turbine impeller. The
back-surface side member includes a protruding portion
disposed on an impeller facing surface which faces the
back surface of the turbine impeller, the protruding por-
tion protruding toward the back surface and extending in
a circumferential direction.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a turbine for
a turbocharger, and a turbocharger.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Conventionally, for an internal combustion en-
gine for a ship, an automobile, and the like, various in-
ventions of a turbocharger have been made. A turbo-
charger is driven by utilizing exhaust energy of an internal
combustion engine to increase the air supply pressure
of the internal combustion engine and increase the output
of the internal combustion engine. Such a turbocharger
includes a compressor and a turbine disposed across a
bearing casing.
[0003] Patent Document 1 discloses a turbocharger in-
cluding a compressor impeller and a turbine impeller cou-
pled to one another via a rotational shaft supported by a
bearing.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Document 1: JP2014-234713A

SUMMARY

Problems to be Solved

[0005] However, in recent years, with the demand to
increase the pressure ratio of a turbocharger, a compres-
sor impeller tends to have a greater diameter compared
to a turbine impeller. With an increase in the diameter of
a compressor impeller, the thrust force that acts on the
back surface of the compressor impeller (force generated
in a direction from the turbine toward the compressor)
increases compared to the thrust force that acts on the
back surface of the turbine impeller (force generated in
a direction from the compressor impeller toward the tur-
bine). As a result, the load applied to the bearing increas-
es and mechanical loss occurs over the entire rotor,
which causes deterioration of the efficiency of the turbo-
charger.
[0006] An object of at least some embodiments of the
present invention is to provide a turbine for a turbocharger
and a turbocharger which are effective in reducing me-
chanical loss that occurs over the entire rotor including
the compressor impeller and the turbine impeller while
promoting the increase of the pressure ratio of the tur-
bocharger.

Solution to the Problems

[0007]

(1) According to some embodiments of the present
invention, a turbine for a turbocharger includes: a
turbine impeller coupled to a compressor impeller
via a rotational shaft; a turbine casing disposed so
as to cover the turbine impeller, the turbine casing
including a scroll flow passage and a scroll outlet
portion disposed on an inner side, in a radial direc-
tion, of the scroll flow passage, for guiding exhaust
gas from the scroll flow passage to the turbine im-
peller; and a back-surface side member disposed so
as to face a back surface of the turbine impeller. The
back-surface side member includes a protruding
portion disposed on an impeller facing surface which
faces the back surface of the turbine impeller, the
protruding portion protruding toward the back sur-
face and extending in a circumferential direction.
With the above configuration (1), the back-surface
side member has a protruding portion that protrudes
toward the back surface and extends in the circum-
ferential direction, disposed on the impeller facing
surface facing the back surface of the turbine impel-
ler. A flow of exhaust gas introduced into the gap
between the back surface of the turbine impeller and
the impeller facing surface from the scroll outlet por-
tion is contracted by the protruding portion. Accord-
ingly, the static pressure applied to the back surface
of the turbine impeller increases in the vicinity of the
protruding portion or at the upstream side of the pro-
truding portion, and a flow that is about to divert the
protruding portion hits the back surface of the turbine
impeller, whereby it is possible to increase the thrust
force that acts on the back surface of the turbine
impeller. As a result, even in a case where the thrust
force that acts on the back surface of the compressor
impeller increases due to the increased diameter of
the compressor impeller, the difference between
magnitudes of the thrust forces that act on the re-
spective back surfaces of the compressor impeller
and the turbine impeller decreases, and thus it is
possible to reduce mechanical loss that occurs over
the entire rotational shaft.
(2) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(1), the impeller facing surface of the back-surface
side member includes: a first region which is posi-
tioned at an outer side, in the radial direction, of the
protruding portion and which extends in the radial
direction; a second region extending along an axial
direction from the first region toward the back surface
and forming a part of an outer surface of the protrud-
ing portion; and a third region positioned at an inner
side, in the radial direction, of the second region, the
third region forming another part of the outer surface
of the protruding portion.
With the above configuration (2), the impeller facing
surface of the back-surface side member includes a
second region that extends along the axial direction
from the first region toward the back surface and
forms a part of the outer surface of the protruding
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portion. The flow passage of exhaust gas narrows
rapidly in the second region along the axial direction,
and thus it is possible to effectively contract the flow
of exhaust gas with the second region. Thus, it is
possible to enhance the static pressure applied to
the back surface of the turbine impeller even further,
and it is also possible to form the flow of exhaust gas
that flows toward the back surface of the turbine im-
peller effectively. Thus, it is possible to enhance the
thrust force that acts on the back surface of the tur-
bine impeller effectively.
(3) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(1) or (2), the turbine is configured such that a dis-
tance between the back surface of the turbine im-
peller and the protruding portion is the smallest at a
radial-directional position of a tip of the protruding
portion.
With the above configuration (3), the flow of exhaust
gas introduced into the back surface from the scroll
outlet portion has the smallest flow-passage width
at the radial-directional position at the tip of the pro-
truding portion. Accordingly, as the static pressure
applied to the back surface of the turbine impeller
increases near or upstream of the radial-directional
position of the tip of the protruding portion, the thrust
force that acts on the back surface of the turbine
impeller increases.
(4) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (3), an outermost peripheral por-
tion of the protruding portion is included in a radial-
directional position range of not smaller than 0.6r
and not greater than 0.8r, where r is a radius of the
turbine impeller.
According to findings of the present inventors, the
flow of exhaust gas that flows into the gap between
the back surface of the turbine impeller and the im-
peller facing surface from the scroll outlet portion has
a swirl component, and thus the static pressure that
acts on the back surface of the turbine impeller tends
to decrease toward the inner side in the radial direc-
tion in the outer peripheral region of the turbine im-
peller.
In this regard, as in the above configuration (4), when
r is the radius of the turbine impeller, with the outer-
most peripheral portion of the protruding portion dis-
posed at the radial-directional position of not smaller
than 0.6r, it is possible to suppress a decrease in the
static pressure in the outer peripheral region of the
turbine impeller due to the swirl component of the
flow of exhaust gas effectively with the protruding
portion, and increase the thrust force that acts on
the back surface of the turbine impeller effectively.
Furthermore, with the outermost peripheral portion
of the protruding portion disposed at the radial-direc-
tional position of not greater than 0.8r, it is possible
to ensure a sufficient area of the back surface of the
turbine impeller that receives the static pressure en-
hanced in the vicinity of the protruding portion or at

the upstream side of the protruding portion due to
the contraction effect of the protruding portion, and
enhance the thrust force that acts on the back sur-
face of the turbine impeller effectively.
(5) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (4), the back-surface side mem-
ber includes a first tapered surface positioned at an
outer side, in the radial direction, of the protruding
portion, the first tapered surface being formed to be
oblique with respect to the radial direction so as to
become closer to the back surface of the turbine im-
peller inward in the radial direction.
With the above configuration (5), with the first ta-
pered surface formed to be oblique with respect to
the radial direction so as to become closer to the
back surface of the turbine impeller with distance
toward the inner side in the radial direction, it is pos-
sible to narrow the flow passage of exhaust gas that
flows between the back surface of the turbine impel-
ler and the back-surface side member toward the
back surface. By guiding the flow of exhaust gas to-
ward the back surface proactively, it is possible to
enhance the pressure in a region closer to the back
surface, and it is possible to enhance the thrust force
that acts on the back surface of the turbine impeller.
(6) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(5), the back-surface side member includes a second
tapered surface positioned at an inner side, in the
radial direction, of the first tapered surface, and at
an outer side, in the radial direction, of the protruding
portion, the second tapered surface being formed to
be oblique with respect to the radial direction so as
to become farther from the back surface of the tur-
bine impeller inward in the radial direction.
With the above configuration (6), the back-surface
side member includes a second tapered surface
which is positioned at the inner side, in the radial
direction, of the first tapered surface, and at the outer
side, in the radial direction, of the protruding portion,
and which is formed to be oblique with respect to the
radial direction so as to become farther from the back
surface of the turbine impeller with distance toward
the inner side in the radial direction, and thereby the
second tapered surface can expand the flow pas-
sage that is narrowed by the first tapered surface.
The speed of the flow of exhaust gas is reduced by
the expanded flow passage, and thus it is possible
to enhance the static pressure that acts on the back
surface of the turbine impeller. Thus, it is possible to
enhance the thrust force that acts on the back sur-
face of the turbine impeller.
(7) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (6), the scroll outlet portion in-
cludes: a shroud-side wall surface; and a hub-side
wall surface positioned at a hub side of the turbine
impeller so as to face the shroud-side wall surface.
The hub-side wall surface includes, in at least a par-
tial region in the radial direction, a third tapered sur-

3 4 



EP 3 617 476 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

face formed to be oblique with respect to the radial
direction so as to become farther from an axial di-
rection from the shroud-side wall surface inward in
the radial direction.
With the above configuration (7), the hub-side wall
surface has a third tapered surface formed to be ob-
lique with respect to the radial direction so as to be-
come farther in the axial direction from the shroud-
side wall surface with distance toward the inner side
in the radial direction, in at least a partial region in
the radial direction, and thus it is possible to weaken
the swirl component of exhaust gas from the scroll
outlet portion and guide the exhaust gas smoothly
into the gap between the back surface of the turbine
impeller and the back-surface side member. Accord-
ingly, the flow rate of exhaust gas that flows between
the back surface and the back-surface side member
increases, and it is possible to increase the pressure
at the side of the back surface.
(8) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(7), the third tapered surface forms an angle of not
smaller than 10 angular degrees and not greater than
40 angular degrees with the radial direction.
According to the results of study conducted by the
present inventors, with the third tapered surface
forming an angle of not smaller than 10 angular de-
grees and not greater than 40 angular degrees with
the radial direction, it is possible to increase the thrust
force that acts on the back surface of the turbine
impeller effectively. The above configuration (8) uti-
lizes the above study results of the present inventors,
and it is possible to enhance the thrust force that
acts on the back surface of the turbine impeller ef-
fectively.
(9) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(7) or (8), the back-surface side member includes a
first tapered surface formed to be oblique with re-
spect to the radial direction so as to become closer
to the back surface of the turbine impeller inward in
the radial direction, and an outermost peripheral por-
tion of the first tapered surface is included in a region
surrounded by a first line obtained by inclining a tan-
gent to the hub-side wall surface passing a radially
inner end of the third tapered surface by 10 angular
degrees in a direction farther from the shroud-side
wall surface in the axial direction and a second line
obtained by inclining the tangent to the third tapered
surface by 10 degrees in a direction closer to the
axial direction toward the shroud-side wall surface.
In a case where the outermost peripheral portion of
the first tapered surface is in the region outside the
first line in the radial direction, the region formed near
the outermost peripheral portion of the first tapered
surface where little exhaust gas flows (dead water
region) increases. Thus, of the flow of exhaust gas
from the scroll outlet portion, exhaust gas that stag-
nates in the dead water region increases, and the
effect of the first tapered surface to increase the pres-

sure decreases. Furthermore, in a case where the
outermost peripheral portion of the first tapered sur-
face is in the second region inside the second line
in the radial direction, the outermost peripheral por-
tion protruding into the flow passage of exhaust gas
from the scroll outlet portion impairs the flow of ex-
haust gas, and may generate pressure loss.
In this regard, with the above configuration (9), it is
possible to guide the flow of exhaust gas from the
scroll outlet portion smoothly to the back surface of
the turbine impeller, and effectively achieve the ef-
fect to increase pressure at the back surface.
(10) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (5), (6) to (9), the first tapered surface
is a flat surface which forms an angle of not smaller
than 5 angular degrees and not greater than 45 an-
gular degrees with the radial direction.
With the above configuration (10), with the first ta-
pered surface being a flat surface that forms an angle
of not smaller than 5 angular degrees and not greater
than 45 angular degrees with the radial direction, it
is possible to narrow the flow passage of exhaust
gas at an angle that is suitable to increase the thrust
force that acts on the back surface of the turbine
impeller, and guide exhaust gas toward the back sur-
face.
(11) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (10), the back-surface side
member includes a heat shield plate disposed so as
to face the back surface of the turbine impeller.
With the above configuration (11), by using the heat
shield plate for suppressing transmission of heat
from the turbine to the bearing casing as the back-
surface side member and forming the impeller facing
surface described in the above (1) with the heat
shield plate, it is possible to increase the thrust force
that acts on the back surface of the turbine impeller
with a simple configuration.
(12) According to some embodiments of the present
invention, a turbocharger includes: the turbine ac-
cording to any one of (1) to (11); and a compressor
including the compressor impeller, the compressor
being configured to be driven by the turbine.

[0008] With the above configuration (12), as described
in the above (1), thanks to the contraction-flow effect of
the protruding portion of the back-surface side member,
the static pressure applied to the back surface of the tur-
bine impeller increases in the vicinity of the protruding
portion or at the upstream side of the protruding portion,
and the flow that is about to divert the protruding portion
hits the back surface of the turbine impeller. Thus, even
in a case where the thrust force that acts on the back
surface of the turbine impeller increases and the diameter
of the compressor impeller increases, it is possible to
reduce mechanical loss that occurs over the entire rotor,
and improve the efficiency of the turbocharger.
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Advantageous Effects

[0009] According to at least one embodiment of the
present invention, it is possible to reduce mechanical loss
that occurs over the entire rotor including the compressor
impeller and the turbine impeller while promoting an in-
crease of the pressure ratio of the turbocharger.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an overall config-
uration of a turbocharger including a turbine accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of the vicinity of the back-
surface side member of a turbine according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a modified example of the
shape of the back-surface side member according
to a modified example.

FIG. 4A is a diagram showing the shape of the pro-
truding portion of a turbine according to a compara-
tive example.

FIG. 4B is a diagram showing the circumferential ve-
locity distribution obtained by CFD analysis on the
turbine depicted in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 4C is a diagram showing the total pressure dis-
tribution obtained by CFD analysis on the turbine
depicted in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 4D is a diagram showing the static pressure
distribution obtained by CFD analysis on the turbine
depicted in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
related to the turbine depicted in FIG. 2.

FIG. 5B is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
related to the turbine according to a comparative ex-
ample.

FIG. 6 is an enlarged diagram for describing the po-
sition relationship between the scroll outlet portion
and the back-surface side member of a turbine ac-
cording to some embodiments.

FIG. 7A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
related to the turbine according to the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 6.

FIG. 7B is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
related to the turbine according to the embodiment

depicted in FIG. 2.

FIG. 8A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
in a case where the hub-side wall surface of the scroll
outlet portion includes a third tapered surface.

FIG. 8B is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
related to a comparative example.

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship between
the thrust force and the inclination angle of the third
tapered surface with respect to the radial direction.

FIG. 10A is a diagram showing the flow of exhaust
gas in a case where the outermost peripheral portion
of the first tapered surface is included in region Z.

FIG. 10B is a diagram showing the flow of exhaust
gas in a case where the outermost peripheral portion
of the first tapered surface exists at the outer side,
in the radial direction, of region Z.

FIG. 10C is a diagram showing the flow of exhaust
gas in a case where the outermost peripheral portion
of the first tapered surface exists at the inner side,
in the radial direction, of region Z.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It is intended, however, that unless particularly
identified, dimensions, materials, shapes, relative posi-
tions and the like of components described in the em-
bodiments shall be interpreted as illustrative only and not
intended to limit the scope of the present invention.
[0012] Firstly, with reference to FIG. 1, the overall con-
figuration of a turbocharger 10 to which a turbine 41 ac-
cording to some embodiments is applied will be de-
scribed. FIG. 1 is an overall configuration diagram of the
turbocharger 10 to which the turbine 41 according to an
embodiment is applied.
[0013] As depicted in FIG. 1, the turbocharger 10 ac-
cording to some embodiments of the present invention
includes a compressor casing 30 and a turbine casing
40 disposed across a bearing casing 20. A rotational shaft
22 has a turbine impeller 42 housed in the turbine casing
40 on one end, and a compressor impeller 32 housed in
the compressor casing 30 on the other end. The rotational
shaft 22, the turbine impeller 42, and the compressor
impeller 32 are disposed rotatably as an integrated piece.
The bearing casing 20 houses a radial bearing 24 and a
thrust bearing 26. The radial bearing 24 is configured to
support the rotational shaft 22 rotatably, and the thrust
bearing 26 supports the rotational shaft 22 so as not to
move in the axial direction.
[0014] The compressor casing 30 has an air inlet por-
tion 34 formed thereon, for introducing air into the com-
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pressor casing 30. The air compressed by rotation of the
compressor impeller 32 passes a diffuser flow passage
36 and a compressor scroll flow passage 37 to be pres-
surized, and is discharged outside the compressor cas-
ing 30 via an air outlet portion (not depicted).
[0015] The turbine casing 40 has a gas inlet portion 44
formed thereon, for introducing exhaust gas from an en-
gine (not depicted) into the turbine casing 40. The gas
inlet portion 44 is connectable to an exhaust manifold
(not depicted) of the engine. Further, in the turbine casing
40, a scroll flow passage 46 having a scroll shape is dis-
posed on the outer peripheral portion of the turbine im-
peller 42 so as to cover the turbine impeller 42. The scroll
flow passage 46 is in communication with the gas inlet
portion 44, and is formed so as to introduce exhaust gas
into the scroll flow passage 46. At the radially inner side
of the scroll flow passage 46, a scroll outlet portion 48 is
disposed, for guiding exhaust gas from the scroll flow
passage 46 to the turbine impeller 42. The scroll outlet
portion 48 includes a shroud-side wall surface 51 and a
hub-side wall surface 53 positioned at the hub side of the
turbine impeller 42 so as to face the shroud-side wall
surface 51. The exhaust gas having passed through the
turbine impeller 42 is discharged outside the turbine cas-
ing 40 via a gas discharge portion 55.
[0016] As described above, the turbocharger 10 uses
exhaust gas of the engine to rotary drive the turbine im-
peller 42, and thereby transmits a rotational force to the
compressor impeller 32 via the rotational shaft 22, com-
presses air that enters the compressor casing 30 with a
centrifugal force, and supplies the compressed air to the
engine.
[0017] The turbocharger 10 receives a force in the axial
direction (thrust force) during operation. Specifically, at
the side of the compressor 31, the pressure at the outlet
side of air applies a thrust force Fc in a direction from the
turbine 41 toward the compressor 31 (direction of arrow
A in FIG. 1) on the back surface 39 of the compressor
impeller 32. Furthermore, also at the side of the turbine
41, the pressure at the inlet side of gas applies a thrust
force FT in a direction from the compressor 31 toward
the turbine 41 (direction of arrow B in FIG. 1) on the back
surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42. These two thrust
forces (FC, FT) are oriented in opposite directions, and
thus the difference of magnitudes of the two thrust forces
(FC, FT) is applied to the thrust bearing 26 for suppressing
axial movement as a net load.
[0018] However, in a case where the diameter of the
compressor impeller 32 is increased due to recent de-
mand, the pressure at the outlet side of air increases,
and thus the thrust force FC in the compressor direction
becomes greater than the thrust force FT in the turbine
direction. Thus, the difference of magnitudes of the two
thrust forces (FC, FT) increases and the load that the
thrust bearing 26 receives increases, which may deteri-
orate the efficiency of the turbocharger 10 as a whole.
[0019] Next, some embodiments related to the above
problem will be described.

[0020] First, with reference to FIGs. 2 and 3, the shape
of the back-surface side member 60 according to some
embodiments will now be described. FIG. 2 is an enlarged
view of the vicinity of the back surface 49 of the turbine
impeller 42 and the back-surface side member 60 of FIG.
1. FIG. 3 is a diagram of a modified example of the shape
of the back-surface side member 60 according to a mod-
ified example.
[0021] As depicted in FIGs. 2 and 3, inside the turbine
casing 40, the back-surface side member 60 (60A, 60B)
having an annular shape is disposed so as to face the
back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42. The back-
surface side member 60 (60A, 60B) is held between the
turbine casing 40 and the bearing casing 20.
[0022] First, in an illustrative embodiment depicted in
FIGs. 2 and 3, the back-surface side member 60 includes
a heat shield plate disposed so as to face the back surface
49 of the turbine impeller 42. As described above, by
using the heat shield plate for suppressing transmission
of heat from the turbine casing 40 to the bearing casing
20 as the back-surface side member 60 and forming an
impeller facing surface 64 having the following charac-
teristics with the heat shield plate (60), it is possible to
increase the thrust force FT that acts on the back surface
49 of the turbine impeller 42 with a simple configuration.
[0023] As depicted in FIGs. 2 and 3, in the turbine 41
according to some embodiments, the back-surface side
member 60 has a protruding portion 65 that protrudes
toward the back surface 49 and extends in the circum-
ferential direction, disposed on the impeller facing sur-
face 64 facing the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller
42. The protruding portion 65 extends in arc shape along
the circumferential direction, when seen from the axial
direction of the turbine 41. Further, the protruding portion
65 may be disposed only in a partial circumferential-di-
rectional range of the back-surface side member 60, or
continuously over the entire periphery of the back-sur-
face side member 60.
[0024] According to the present embodiment, a flow of
exhaust gas introduced into the gap between the back
surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 and the impeller
facing surface 64 from the scroll outlet portion 48 is con-
tracted by the protruding portion 65. Since the flow of
exhaust gas stagnates due to the narrowed flow pas-
sage, the static pressure applied to the back surface 49
of the turbine impeller 42 increases near the protruding
portion 65 or upstream of the protruding portion 65 (from
comparison of the CFD analysis results in FIGs. 5A and
5B described below, it can be seen that the static pres-
sure increases near and upstream of the protruding por-
tion 65 in the turbine 41 according to the present embod-
iment), and a flow that is about to divert the protruding
portion 65 hits the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller.
As a result, it is possible to enhance the thrust force FT
that acts on the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42.
[0025] Herein, the technical advantages of the protrud-
ing portion 65 of the turbine 41 according to the embod-
iment depicted in FIGs. 2 and 3 will be described further,
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in comparison to the results of CFD analysis that the
present inventors conducted on a turbine according to a
comparative example.
[0026] FIG. 4A is a diagram showing the shape of the
protruding portion of a turbine according to a comparative
example. FIGs. 4B to 4D are diagrams showing results
of CFD analysis on the turbine depicted in FIG. 4A. As
depicted in FIG. 4A, in the turbine 100, the back-surface
side member 600 facing the turbine impeller includes a
plurality of protruding portions 650 disposed in the cir-
cumferential direction. Each protruding portion 650 is dis-
posed along the radial direction so as to protrude toward
the turbine impeller. The protruding portion 650 having
such a shape is capable of reducing the swirl component
of the flow of exhaust gas that flows into the gap between
the impeller facing surface 664 of the back-surface side
member 600 and the turbine impeller back surface. How-
ever, as can be seen from FIG. 5B, in the gap between
the impeller facing surface 664 of the back-surface side
member 600 and the turbine impeller back surface, the
protruding portion 650 causes a significant turbulence of
flow. As a result, it was found that the total pressure (see
FIG. 4C) at the side of the impeller back surface and the
static pressure (see FIG. 4D) can be rather reduced by
the protruding portion 650.
[0027] In this regard, with the turbine 41 according to
the above described embodiment, the protruding portion
65 has a shape that extends in the circumferential direc-
tion, and thus it is possible to increase the thrust force
FT effectively while suppressing turbulence of the flow of
exhaust gas between the back surface 49 of the turbine
impeller 42 and the impeller facing surface 64.
[0028] As described above, even in a case where the
thrust force FC that acts on the back surface 39 of the
compressor impeller 32 increases due to the increased
diameter of the compressor impeller 32, the difference
between magnitudes of the thrust forces (FC, FT) that act
on the respective back surfaces (39, 49) of the compres-
sor impeller 32 and the turbine impeller 42 decreases,
and thus it is possible to reduce mechanical loss that
occurs over the entire rotational shaft 22.
[0029] In some embodiments, as depicted in FIG. 2,
the impeller facing surface 64 of the back-surface side
member 60 includes: a first region 61 positioned at the
outer side, in the radial direction, of the protruding portion
65, extending along the radial direction; a second region
62 extending along the axial direction from the first region
61 toward the back surface 49 and forming a part of the
outer surface of the protruding portion 65; and a third
region 63 positioned at the inner side, in the radial direc-
tion, of the second region 62, and forming another part
of the outer surface of the protruding portion 65.
[0030] According to the present embodiment, the sec-
ond region 62 extends along the axial direction, and thus
it is possible to narrow the flow passage of exhaust gas
rapidly in the second region 62. Accordingly, it is possible
to contract the flow of exhaust gas effectively, and thus
it is possible to enhance the static pressure applied to

the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 even fur-
ther, and it is possible to form the flow of exhaust gas
that hits the back surface 49 effectively. Thus, it is pos-
sible to enhance the thrust force FT that acts on the back
surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 effectively.
[0031] In some embodiments, as depicted in FIGs. 2
and 3, the distance D between the back surface 49 of
the turbine impeller 42 and the protruding portion 65 is
the smallest at the radial-directional position R1 of the tip
67 of the protruding portion 65.
[0032] With the above configuration, the flow of ex-
haust gas introduced into the back surface 49 from the
scroll outlet portion 48 has the smallest flow-passage
width at the radial-directional position R1 at the tip 67 of
the protruding portion 65. Accordingly, as the static pres-
sure applied to the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller
42 increases near or upstream of the radial-directional
position R1 of the tip 67 of the protruding portion 65, the
thrust force FT that acts on the back surface 49 of the
turbine impeller 42 increases.
[0033] FIG. 5A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis
result related to the turbine 41 depicted in FIG. 2. FIG.
5B is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result related
to the turbine according to a comparative example.
[0034] As clearly shown in comparison of FIGs. 5A and
5B, in the turbine 41 whose flow passage width is the
smallest at the tip 67 of the protruding portion 65, the
static pressure applied to the back surface 49 of the tur-
bine impeller 42 is higher than that in the comparative
example, near or upstream of the radial-directional posi-
tion R1 of the tip 67 of the protruding portion 65. Thus, in
the case of the turbine 41, the thrust force FT that acts
on the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 is rela-
tively high.
[0035] In some embodiments, as depicted in FIGs. 2
and 3, the radial-directional position R2 of the outermost
peripheral portion 69 of the protruding portion 65 is in-
cluded in the radial-directional position range of not
smaller than 0.6r and not greater than 0.8r, where r is
the radius of the turbine impeller 42.
[0036] According to findings of the present inventors,
the flow of exhaust gas that flows into the gap between
the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 and the
impeller facing surface 64 from the scroll outlet portion
48 has a swirl component, and thus the static pressure
that acts on the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller
42 tends to decrease toward the inner side in the radial
direction in the outer peripheral region of the turbine im-
peller 42.
[0037] In this regard, as in the present embodiment,
when r is the radius of the turbine impeller 42, with the
radial-directional position R2 of the outermost peripheral
portion 69 of the protruding portion disposed at the radial-
directional position of not smaller than 0.6r, it is possible
to suppress a decrease in the static pressure in the outer
peripheral region of the turbine impeller 42 due to the
swirl component of the flow of exhaust gas effectively
with the protruding portion 65, and increase the thrust
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force FT that acts on the back surface 49 of the turbine
impeller 42 effectively.
[0038] Furthermore, with the outermost peripheral por-
tion 69 of the protruding portion 65 disposed at the radial-
directional position of not greater than 0.8r, it is possible
to ensure a sufficient area of the back surface 49 that
receives the static pressure enhanced near the protrud-
ing portion 65 or upstream of the protruding portion 65
due to the contraction effect of the protruding portion 65,
and enhance the thrust force FT that acts on the back
surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 effectively.
[0039] Furthermore, while the radial-directional posi-
tions (R1, R2) of the tip 67 of the protruding portion 65
and the outermost peripheral portion 69 are the same in
the illustrative embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, some em-
bodiments are not limited to this. As in the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 3, the tip 67 of the protruding portion 65
may be positioned at the inner side, in the radial direction,
of the outermost peripheral portion 69 of the protruding
portion 65.
[0040] Next, some embodiments related to the tapered
surface of the back-surface side member 60 will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is an enlarged
diagram for describing the shape of the back-surface side
member 60 and the position relationship between the
scroll outlet portion 48 and the back-surface side member
60 of a turbine according to some embodiments.
[0041] As depicted in FIG. 6, in some embodiments,
the back-surface side member 60 includes a first tapered
surface 71 which is positioned at the outer side, in the
radial direction, of the protruding portion 65, and which
is formed to be oblique with respect to the radial direction
so as to become closer to the back surface 49 of the
turbine impeller 42 with distance toward the inner side in
the radial direction.
[0042] According to the present embodiment, with the
first tapered surface 71, it is possible to narrow the flow
passage of exhaust gas that flows between the back sur-
face 49 of the turbine impeller and the back-surface side
member 60 toward the back surface 49. By guiding the
flow of exhaust gas toward the back surface 49 proac-
tively, it is possible to enhance the pressure in a region
closer to the back surface 49, and it is possible to enhance
the thrust force FT that acts on the back surface 49 of the
turbine impeller 42.
[0043] In an embodiment, the first tapered surface 71
is a flat surface that forms an angle θ1 of not smaller than
5 angular degrees and not greater than 45 angular de-
grees with the radial direction. According to the above
embodiment, it is possible to narrow the flow passage of
exhaust gas at an angle that is suitable to obtain the effect
to increase the thrust force FT, and guide the flow of ex-
haust gas to the back surface 49.
[0044] In some embodiments, the back-surface side
member 60 includes a second tapered surface 72 which
is positioned at the inner side, in the radial direction, of
the first tapered surface 71, and at the outer side, in the
radial direction, of the protruding portion 65, and which

is formed to be oblique with respect to the radial direction
so as to become farther from the back surface 49 of the
turbine impeller 42 inward in the radial direction.
[0045] According to the present embodiment, the sec-
ond tapered surface 72 can expand the flow passage
narrowed by the first tapered surface 71. It is possible to
decrease the speed of the flow of exhaust gas with the
expanded flow passage, and enhance the static pressure
that acts on the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller
42. Thus, with the increased static pressure, it is possible
to enhance the thrust force FT that acts on the back sur-
face 49 of the turbine impeller 42 effectively.
[0046] Furthermore, the first tapered surface 71 and
the second tapered surface 72 may not necessarily be
formed continuously. For instance, another surface
formed to maintain the flow passage width to be constant
may be included between the first tapered surface 71
and the second tapered surface 72. Furthermore, the first
tapered surface 71 may not necessarily be formed from
the outermost peripheral portion of the back-surface side
member 60.
[0047] FIG. 7A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis
result related to the turbine according to the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 6. FIG. 7B is a diagram showing the CFD
analysis result related to the turbine according to the em-
bodiment depicted in FIG. 2, conducted under the same
analysis conditions as those of FIG. 7A.
[0048] As clearly shown in comparison of FIGs. 7A and
7B, in a case where the back-surface side member 60
includes the first tapered surface 71 and the second ta-
pered surface 72, the static pressure is higher at the up-
stream side of the protruding portion 65 than in a case
where the back-surface side member 60 does not. This
can be considered, as described above, as a result of
the increase of the static pressure due to the speed re-
duction of flow due to expansion of the flow passage by
the second tapered surface 72 at the downstream side
of the first tapered surface 71, with an increase in the
dynamic pressure due to the narrowed flow passage by
the first tapered surface 71.
[0049] Next, some embodiments related to the shape
of the scroll outlet portion 48 will be described below with
reference to FIGs. 2, 3 and 6.
[0050] In some embodiments, as depicted in FIGs. 2,
3, and 6, the hub-side wall surface 53 at the scroll outlet
portion 48 has a third tapered surface 73 formed to be
oblique with respect to the radial direction so as to be-
come farther in the axial direction from the shroud-side
wall surface 51 toward the inner side in the radial direc-
tion, in at least a partial radial-directional region.
[0051] According to the present embodiment, with the
third tapered surface 73, it is possible to weaken the swirl
component of exhaust gas from the scroll outlet portion
48 and guide the exhaust gas smoothly into the gap be-
tween the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42 and
the back-surface side member 60. Accordingly, the flow
rate of exhaust gas that flows between the back surface
49 and the back-surface side member 60 increases, and
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it is possible to increase the pressure at the side of the
back surface 49.
[0052] FIG. 8A is a diagram showing the CFD analysis
result in a case where the hub-side wall surface 53 of the
scroll outlet portion 48 includes a third tapered surface
73. FIG. 8B is a diagram showing the CFD analysis result
of a comparative example.
[0053] As clearly shown in the comparison in FIGs. 8A
and 8B, with the third tapered surface 73, the swirl flow
of exhaust gas from the scroll outlet portion 48 weakens,
and exhaust gas from the scroll outlet portion 48 is guided
smoothly into the gap between the back surface 49 of
the turbine impeller 42 and the back-surface side mem-
ber 60, and thereby the pressure at the side of the impeller
back surface increases.
[0054] In an embodiment, the third tapered surface 73
forms an angle of not smaller than 10 angular degrees
and not greater than 40 angular degrees with the radial
direction. According to the results of study conducted by
the present inventors, with the third tapered surface 73
forming an angle of not smaller than 10 angular degrees
and not greater than 40 angular degrees with the radial
direction, it is possible to increase the thrust force FT that
acts on the back surface 49 of the turbine impeller 42
effectively. The present embodiment utilizes the above
study result of the present inventors, and it is possible to
enhance the thrust force FT that acts on the back surface
49 of the turbine impeller 42 effectively.
[0055] Furthermore, in an embodiment, the third ta-
pered surface 73 preferably forms an angle of θ2 from 24
angular degrees to 26 angular degrees with the radial
direction, whereby it is possible to achieve a greater
thrust force FT.
[0056] FIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship be-
tween in the inclination angle of the third tapered surface
73 with respect to the radial direction and the thrust force
FT.
[0057] As depicted in the drawing, compared to a case
where the third tapered surface 73 is not provided, the
thrust force FT is greater in a case where the third tapered
surface 73 is provided. Furthermore, when comparing
three cases with different inclination angles of the third
tapered surface 73 (12, 24, 42 angular degrees), the
thrust force FT is the greatest when the inclination angle
of the third tapered surface 73 is 24 angular degrees.
[0058] In some embodiments, the outermost peripher-
al portion 75 of the first tapered surface 71 is included in
region Z surrounded by the first line L1 and the second
line L2. The first line L1 is obtained by inclining a tangent
to the hub-side wall surface 53 passing the radially inner
end of the third tapered surface 73 by 10 angular degrees
in a direction away from the shroud-side wall surface 51
in the axial direction. The second line L2 is obtained by
inclining the tangent to the third tapered surface 73 by
10 degrees in a direction toward the shroud-side wall
surface 51 in the axial direction.
[0059] FIG. 10A is a diagram showing the flow of ex-
haust gas in a case where the outermost peripheral por-

tion 75 of the first tapered surface 71 is included in region
Z. FIG. 10B is a diagram showing the flow of exhaust gas
in a case where the outermost peripheral portion 75 of
the first tapered surface 71 exists at the outer side, in the
radial direction, of region Z. FIG. 10C is a diagram show-
ing the flow of exhaust gas in a case where the outermost
peripheral portion 75 of the first tapered surface 71 exists
at the inner side, in the radial direction, of region Z.
[0060] As depicted in FIG. 10B, in a case where the
outermost peripheral portion 75 of the first tapered sur-
face 71 is on the opposite side of region Z across L1 (the
outer side, in the radial direction, of region Z), region S
formed near the outermost peripheral portion 75 of the
first tapered surface 71 where little exhaust gas flows
(dead water region) becomes larger. Thus, of the flow of
exhaust gas from the scroll outlet portion 48, exhaust gas
that stagnates in the dead water region S increases, and
the effect of the first tapered surface 71 to increase the
pressure decreases. Meanwhile, as depicted in FIG.
10C, in a case where the outermost peripheral portion
75 of the first tapered surface 71 is disposed on the op-
posite side (inner side in the radial direction) of region Z
across L2, the outermost peripheral portion 75 protruding
into the flow passage of exhaust gas impairs the flow of
exhaust gas, and may generate pressure loss.
[0061] In this regard, in a case where the outermost
peripheral portion 75 of the first tapered surface 71 is
included in region Z, as depicted in FIG. 10A, it is possible
to guide the flow of exhaust gas from the scroll outlet
portion 48 smoothly to the back surface 49 of the turbine
impeller 42, and receive the effect to increase pressure
at the back surface 49 effectively.
[0062] In an embodiment, the line L3 obtained by ex-
tending the tangent to the hub-side wall surface 53 pass-
ing the radially inner end of the third tapered surface 73
preferably intersects with the outermost peripheral por-
tion 75 of the first tapered surface 71. According to this
embodiment, in the flow passage of exhaust gas from
the scroll outlet portion 48 to the side of the back surface
49 of the turbine impeller 42, it is possible to suppress
formation of an obstructing structure or the dead water
region in the exhaust gas flow passage, and enhance
the above pressure increase effect.
[0063] Embodiments of the present invention were de-
scribed in detail above, but the present invention is not
limited thereto, and various amendments and modifica-
tions may be implemented.
[0064] Further, in the present specification, an expres-
sion of relative or absolute arrangement such as "in a
direction", "along a direction", "parallel", "orthogonal",
"centered", "concentric" and "coaxial" shall not be con-
strued as indicating only the arrangement in a strict literal
sense, but also includes a state where the arrangement
is relatively displaced by a tolerance, or by an angle or
a distance whereby it is possible to achieve the same
function.
[0065] For instance, an expression of an equal state
such as "same" "equal" and "uniform" shall not be con-
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strued as indicating only the state in which the feature is
strictly equal, but also includes a state in which there is
a tolerance or a difference that can still achieve the same
function.
[0066] Further, for instance, an expression of a shape
such as a rectangular shape or a cylindrical shape shall
not be construed as only the geometrically strict shape,
but also includes a shape with unevenness or chamfered
corners within the range in which the same effect can be
achieved.
[0067] On the other hand, an expression such as "com-
prise", "include", "have", "contain" and "constitute" are
not intended to be exclusive of other components.

Reference Signs List

[0068]

10 Turbocharger
20 Bearing casing
22 Rotational shaft
24 Radial bearing
26 Thrust bearing
30 Compressor casing
31 Compressor
32 Compressor impeller
34 Air inlet portion
36 Diffuser flow passage
37 Scroll flow passage (compressor)
39 Back surface (compressor)
40 Turbine casing
41 Turbine
42 Turbine impeller
46 Scroll flow passage (turbine)
48 Scroll outlet portion
49 Back surface (turbine)
51 Shroud-side wall surface
53 Hub-side wall surface
55 Gas discharge portion
60 Back-surface side member
61 First region
62 Second region
63 Third region
64 Impeller facing surface
65 Protruding portion
67 Tip
69 Outermost peripheral portion (protruding portion)
71 First tapered surface
72 Second tapered surface
73 Third tapered surface
75 Outermost peripheral portion (first tapered sur-

face)

Claims

1. A turbine for a turbocharger, comprising:

a turbine impeller coupled to a compressor im-
peller via a rotational shaft;
a turbine casing disposed so as to cover the tur-
bine impeller, the turbine casing including a
scroll flow passage and a scroll outlet portion
disposed on an inner side, in a radial direction,
of the scroll flow passage, for guiding exhaust
gas from the scroll flow passage to the turbine
impeller; and
a back-surface side member disposed so as to
face a back surface of the turbine impeller,
wherein the back-surface side member includes
a protruding portion disposed on an impeller fac-
ing surface which faces the back surface of the
turbine impeller, the protruding portion protrud-
ing toward the back surface and extending in a
circumferential direction.

2. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 1,
wherein the impeller facing surface of the back-sur-
face side member includes:

a first region which is positioned at an outer side,
in the radial direction, of the protruding portion
and which extends in the radial direction;
a second region extending along an axial direc-
tion from the first region toward the back surface
and forming a part of an outer surface of the
protruding portion; and
a third region positioned at an inner side, in the
radial direction, of the second region, the third
region forming another part of the outer surface
of the protruding portion.

3. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 1
or 2,
wherein the turbine is configured such that a distance
between the back surface of the turbine impeller and
the protruding portion is the smallest at a radial-di-
rectional position of a tip of the protruding portion.

4. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 3,
wherein an outermost peripheral portion of the pro-
truding portion is included in a radial-directional po-
sition range of not smaller than 0.6r and not greater
than 0.8r, where r is a radius of the turbine impeller.

5. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
first tapered surface positioned at an outer side, in
the radial direction, of the protruding portion, the first
tapered surface being formed to be oblique with re-
spect to the radial direction so as to become closer
to the back surface of the turbine impeller inward in
the radial direction.
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6. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 5,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
second tapered surface positioned at an inner side,
in the radial direction, of the first tapered surface,
and at an outer side, in the radial direction, of the
protruding portion, the second tapered surface being
formed to be oblique with respect to the radial direc-
tion so as to become farther from the back surface
of the turbine impeller inward in the radial direction.

7. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the scroll outlet portion includes:

a shroud-side wall surface; and
a hub-side wall surface positioned at a hub side
of the turbine impeller so as to face the shroud-
side wall surface, and
wherein the hub-side wall surface includes, in
at least a partial region in the radial direction, a
third tapered surface formed to be oblique with
respect to the radial direction so as to become
farther from an axial direction from the shroud-
side wall surface inward in the radial direction.

8. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 7,
wherein the third tapered surface forms an angle of
not smaller than 10 angular degrees and not greater
than 40 angular degrees with the radial direction.

9. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 7
or 8,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
first tapered surface formed to be oblique with re-
spect to the radial direction so as to become closer
to the back surface of the turbine impeller inward in
the radial direction, and
wherein an outermost peripheral portion of the first
tapered surface is included in a region surrounded
by a first line obtained by inclining a tangent to the
hub-side wall surface passing a radially inner end of
the third tapered surface by 10 angular degrees in a
direction farther from the shroud-side wall surface in
the axial direction and a second line obtained by in-
clining the tangent to the third tapered surface by 10
degrees in a direction closer to the axial direction
toward the shroud-side wall surface.

10. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 5, 6, and 9,
wherein the first tapered surface is a flat surface
which forms an angle of not smaller than 5 angular
degrees and not greater than 45 angular degrees
with the radial direction.

11. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 10,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a

heat shield plate disposed so as to face the back
surface of the turbine impeller.

12. A turbocharger, comprising:

the turbine according to any one of claims 1 to
11; and
a compressor including the compressor impel-
ler, the compressor being configured to be driv-
en by the turbine.

Amended claims under Art. 19.1 PCT

1. A turbine for a turbocharger, comprising:

a turbine impeller coupled to a compressor im-
peller via a rotational shaft;
a turbine casing disposed so as to cover the tur-
bine impeller, the turbine casing including a
scroll flow passage and a scroll outlet portion
disposed on an inner side, in a radial direction,
of the scroll flow passage, for guiding exhaust
gas from the scroll flow passage to the turbine
impeller; and
a back-surface side member disposed so as to
face a back surface of the turbine impeller,
wherein the back-surface side member includes
a protruding portion disposed on an impeller fac-
ing surface which faces the back surface of the
turbine impeller, the protruding portion protrud-
ing toward the back surface and extending in a
circumferential direction, and
wherein the protruding portion is configured to
contract a flow of the exhaust gas flowing into a
gap between the back surface and the impeller
facing surface from the scroll outlet portion.

2. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 1,
wherein the impeller facing surface of the back-sur-
face side member includes:

a first region which is positioned at an outer side,
in the radial direction, of the protruding portion
and which extends in the radial direction;
a second region extending along an axial direc-
tion from the first region toward the back surface
and forming a part of an outer surface of the
protruding portion; and
a third region positioned at an inner side, in the
radial direction, of the second region, the third
region forming another part of the outer surface
of the protruding portion.

3. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 1
or 2,
wherein the turbine is configured such that a distance
between the back surface of the turbine impeller and
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the protruding portion is the smallest at a radial-di-
rectional position of a tip of the protruding portion.

4. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 3,
wherein an outermost peripheral portion of the pro-
truding portion is included in a radial-directional po-
sition range of not smaller than 0.6r and not greater
than 0.8r, where r is a radius of the turbine impeller.

5. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
first tapered surface positioned at an outer side, in
the radial direction, of the protruding portion, the first
tapered surface being formed to be oblique with re-
spect to the radial direction so as to become closer
to the back surface of the turbine impeller inward in
the radial direction.

6. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 5,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
second tapered surface positioned at an inner side,
in the radial direction, of the first tapered surface,
and at an outer side, in the radial direction, of the
protruding portion, the second tapered surface being
formed to be oblique with respect to the radial direc-
tion so as to become farther from the back surface
of the turbine impeller inward in the radial direction.

7. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the scroll outlet portion includes:

a shroud-side wall surface; and
a hub-side wall surface positioned at a hub side
of the turbine impeller so as to face the shroud-
side wall surface, and
wherein the hub-side wall surface includes, in
at least a partial region in the radial direction, a
third tapered surface formed to be oblique with
respect to the radial direction so as to become
farther from an axial direction from the shroud-
side wall surface inward in the radial direction.

8. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 7,
wherein the third tapered surface forms an angle of
not smaller than 10 angular degrees and not greater
than 40 angular degrees with the radial direction.

9. The turbine for a turbocharger according to claim 7
or 8,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
first tapered surface formed to be oblique with re-
spect to the radial direction so as to become closer
to the back surface of the turbine impeller inward in
the radial direction, and
wherein an outermost peripheral portion of the first

tapered surface is included in a region surrounded
by a first line obtained by inclining a tangent to the
hub-side wall surface passing a radially inner end of
the third tapered surface by 10 angular degrees in a
direction farther from the shroud-side wall surface in
the axial direction and a second line obtained by in-
clining the tangent to the third tapered surface by 10
degrees in a direction closer to the axial direction
toward the shroud-side wall surface.

10. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 5, 6, and 9,
wherein the first tapered surface is a flat surface
which forms an angle of not smaller than 5 angular
degrees and not greater than 45 angular degrees
with the radial direction.

11. The turbine for a turbocharger according to any one
of claims 1 to 10,
wherein the back-surface side member includes a
heat shield plate disposed so as to face the back
surface of the turbine impeller.

12. A turbocharger, comprising:

the turbine according to any one of claims 1 to
11; and
a compressor including the compressor impel-
ler, the compressor being configured to be driv-
en by the turbine.

Statement under Art. 19.1 PCT

The invention according to the amended claim 1 of
the claimed invention has the following effect: "with the
above configuration (1), the back-surface side member
has a protruding portion that protrudes toward the back
surface and extends in the circumferential direction, dis-
posed on the impeller facing surface facing the back sur-
face of the turbine impeller. A flow of exhaust gas intro-
duced into the gap between the back surface of the tur-
bine impeller and the impeller facing surface from the
scroll outlet portion is contracted by the protruding por-
tion. Accordingly, the static pressure applied to the back
surface of the turbine impeller increases in the vicinity of
the protruding portion or at the upstream side of the pro-
truding portion, and a flow that is about to divert the pro-
truding portion hits the back surface of the turbine impel-
ler, whereby it is possible to increase the thrust force that
acts on the back surface of the turbine impeller. As a
result, even in a case where the thrust force that acts on
the back surface of the compressor impeller increases
due to the increased diameter of the compressor impel-
ler, the difference between magnitudes of the thrust forc-
es that act on the respective back surfaces of the com-
pressor impeller and the turbine impeller decreases, and
thus it is possible to reduce mechanical loss that occurs
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over the entire rotational shaft." (paragraph 0008)
* On the contrary, the uneven portion disposed on

the facing surface 53b of the heat shield plate 50b of
Document 1 is formed by a plurality of groove portions
58 disposed in the circumferential direction, and the "pro-
truding" portion of the uneven portion is not configured
to be capable of contracting the flow of exhaust gas that
flows into the gap between the back surface 12a of the
turbine impeller 12 and the facing surface 53b of the heat
shield plate 50b.

Similarly, in Document 4, while an uneven portion is
formed by the fin 21A on the back-surface side member
(heat receptor 21 or journal bearing 4) of the turbine rotor,
the "protruding" portion of the uneven portion is not con-
figured to be capable of contracting the flow of exhaust
gas flowing into the back-surface side of the turbine rotor
1.

Thus, none of the prior arts including Documents 1
and 4 discloses or suggests the limitation of claim 1 of
the claimed invention, "the protruding portion is config-
ured to contract a flow of the exhaust gas flowing into a
gap between the back surface and the impeller facing
surface from the scroll outlet portion", and thus a person
skilled in the art who is in contact with Documents 1 to 4
would not have easily arrived at the invention according
to the amended claim 1 of the claimed invention.
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