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(57) A learning system, a walking training system, a
method, a program, and a trained model for performing
walking training at appropriate setting parameters are
provided. A learning system according to an embodiment
includes: a data acquisition unit configured to acquire
rehabilitation data from a walking training system includ-
ing an actuator configured to assist a walking motion of
a trainee and a control unit configured to control the ac-

tuator in accordance with a setting parameter; a data
generation unit 510a configured to generate the rehabil-
itation data including detection data and the setting pa-
rameter as learning data; and a learning unit 510b con-
figured to perform machine learning using the learning
data, thereby generating a learning model that receives
the detection data and outputs a recommended value of
the setting parameter.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a learning sys-
tem, a walking training system, a method, a program,
and a trained model.
[0002] Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Pub-
lication No. 2015-223294 discloses a walking training ap-
paratus.

SUMMARY

[0003] Walking training in a walking training apparatus
assists a walking motion of a trainee using various kinds
of actuators. A walking training apparatus includes, for
example, a motor that provides a pulling force for pulling
a diseased leg of the trainee and a motor that provides
a driving force for assisting extending movements and
flexing movements of the knee joint. As the assisting
force applied by the actuator increases, the level of dif-
ficulty of the walking training is reduced, whereas the
level of difficulty is increased as the assisting force be-
comes smaller. For example, a trainee having a low walk-
ing ability needs a large assisting force. On the other
hand, when a trainee having a high walking ability per-
forms training with a large assisting force, the level of
difficulty is so low that he/she cannot perform training
effectively.
[0004] Accordingly, a training staff member such as a
physical therapist needs to set an output of an actuator
in such a way that training is performed at an optimal
level of difficulty depending on the trainee. That is, since
the degree of paralysis and the degree of recovery vary
for each trainee, the training staff member needs to
change settings appropriately depending on the trainee.
Further, it is expected that the trainee will gradually re-
cover as he/she continues to perform training. Therefore,
even when the training is performed by one person, the
appropriate settings are changed in accordance with the
degree of recovery. It is possible, however, that the train-
ing staff member may not be able to change the settings
effectively.
[0005] The present disclosure has been made in order
to solve the above-described problem and provides a
learning system, a walking training system, a method, a
program, and a trained model for performing walking
training at appropriate setting parameters.
[0006] A learning system according to an embodiment
includes: a data acquisition unit configured to acquire
rehabilitation data from a walking training system includ-
ing an actuator configured to assist a walking motion of
a trainee, a sensor configured to detect data regarding
the walking motion assisted by the actuator, and a control
unit configured to control the actuator in accordance with
a setting parameter; a data generation unit configured to
generate the rehabilitation data as learning data, the re-
habilitation data including detection data, which is based

on the results of detection by the sensor, and the setting
parameter; and a learning unit configured to perform ma-
chine learning using the learning data, thereby generat-
ing a learning model that receives the detection data and
outputs a recommended value of the setting parameter.
[0007] In the aforementioned learning system, the
learning unit may perform supervised learning using an
actual setting value of the setting parameter actually set
by a training staff member as teacher data.
[0008] In the aforementioned learning system, the sen-
sor may be provided to detect a plurality of motion
amounts in the walking motion of the trainee, the walking
training system may evaluate that the walking motion cor-
responds to abnormal walking when at least one of the
motion amounts matches one of predetermined abnor-
mal walking criteria, and the rehabilitation data may in-
clude detection data indicating the results of the evalua-
tion regarding whether the walking motion corresponds
to the abnormal walking.
[0009] In the aforementioned learning system, the re-
habilitation data may include trainee data regarding the
trainee, the trainee may be classified into one of groups
in accordance with the trainee data, and the learning unit
may generate a learning model for each of the groups.
[0010] A learning method according to an embodiment
includes the steps of: acquiring rehabilitation data from
a walking training system including an actuator config-
ured to assist a motion of a trainee who performs walking
training, a sensor configured to detect data regarding the
walking motion assisted by the actuator, and a control
unit configured to control the actuator in accordance with
a setting parameter; generating rehabilitation data as
learning data, the rehabilitation data comprising detec-
tion data, which is based on the results of the detection
by the sensor, and a setting parameter regarding setting
of the walking training system; and performing machine
learning using the learning data, thereby generating a
learning model that receives the detection data and out-
puts the setting parameter.
[0011] A program according to this embodiment caus-
es a computer to execute the aforementioned learning
method.
[0012] A trained model according to this embodiment
is a trained model for causing a computer to function so
as to output a recommended value of a setting parameter
in a walking training system based on rehabilitation data
for evaluation acquired by the walking training apparatus,
in which the trained model is a learning model generated
by the aforementioned learning apparatus.
[0013] A walking training system according to this em-
bodiment includes: an actuator configured to assist a
walking motion of a trainee; a sensor configured to detect
data regarding the walking motion assisted by the actu-
ator; a control unit configured to control the actuator in
accordance with a setting parameter; and a trained model
that receives detection data in accordance with the re-
sults of the detection by the sensor and outputs a rec-
ommended value of the setting parameter.
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[0014] In the aforementioned walking training system,
the sensor may be provided to detect a plurality of motion
amounts in the walking motion of the trainee, the walking
training system may determine that the walking motion
corresponds to abnormal walking when at least one of
the motion amounts matches one of predetermined ab-
normal walking criteria, and the detection data may in-
clude the results of the evaluation regarding whether the
walking motion corresponds to the abnormal walking.
[0015] In the aforementioned walking training system,
the trainee may be classified into one of groups in ac-
cordance with trainee data regarding the trainee, and the
trained models that differ from one another may be set
for each of the groups.
[0016] In the aforementioned walking training system,
the recommended value of the setting parameter may be
updated based on the detection data sequentially ac-
quired during the training of the trainee.
[0017] An operation method of a walking training sys-
tem according to this embodiment includes: an actuator
configured to assist a walking motion of a trainee; a sen-
sor configured to detect data regarding the walking mo-
tion assisted by the actuator; and a control unit configured
to control the actuator in accordance with a setting pa-
rameter, the operation method including the steps of: ac-
quiring detection data in accordance with results of the
detection by the sensor; and receiving detection data in
accordance with results of the detection by the sensor
and outputting a recommended value of the setting pa-
rameter.
[0018] An operation method of a walking training sys-
tem according to this embodiment is a processing meth-
od in a processing apparatus that can access the afore-
mentioned trained model, including outputting the rec-
ommended value of the setting parameter based on the
detection data.
[0019] According to the present disclosure, it is possi-
ble to provide a learning system, a walking training sys-
tem, a method, a program, and a trained model for per-
forming walking training at appropriate setting parame-
ters.
[0020] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present disclosure will become more fully
understood from the detailed description given herein-
below and the accompanying drawings which are given
by way of illustration only, and thus are not to be consid-
ered as limiting the present disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0021]

Fig. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a walking
training apparatus according to an embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a schematic perspective view of a walking
assistance apparatus;
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a system configuration
of the walking training apparatus;

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a server;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart for explaining processing in a
control unit;
Fig. 6 is a table illustrating learning data sets;
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a learning model;
Fig. 8 is a diagram showing one example of a pa-
rameter setting screen;
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing one example of the pa-
rameter setting screen;
Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing processing according
to a second embodiment;
Fig. 1 1 is a diagram illustrating a first abnormal walk-
ing criterion;
Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating a second abnormal
walking criterion;
Fig. 13 is a diagram illustrating a third abnormal walk-
ing criterion;
Fig. 14 is a diagram illustrating a fourth abnormal
walking criterion;
Fig. 15 is a diagram illustrating a fifth abnormal walk-
ing criterion;
Fig. 16 is a diagram illustrating a sixth abnormal walk-
ing criterion;
Fig. 17 is a diagram illustrating a seventh abnormal
walking criterion;
Fig. 18 is a flowchart showing a processing operation
of a walking training apparatus;
Fig. 19 is a table showing results of determination of
abnormal walking;
Fig. 20 is a table illustrating a change in setting pa-
rameters; and
Fig. 21 is a diagram illustrating the learning model
using an RNN.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0022] Hereinafter, the present disclosure will be ex-
plained through embodiments of the present disclosure.
However, they are not intended to limit the scope of the
present disclosure according to the claims. Further, not
all of the components/structures described in the embod-
iments are necessarily indispensable as means for solv-
ing the problem.

First Embodiment

[0023] Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, a
first embodiment will be described.

(System Configuration)

[0024] Fig. 1 is a general concept diagram showing an
example of a configuration of a rehabilitation support sys-
tem according to a first embodiment. The rehabilitation
support system (a walking training system) according to
this embodiment mainly includes a walking training ap-
paratus (system) 100, an external communication appa-
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ratus 300, and a server (a server apparatus) 500.
[0025] The walking training apparatus 100 is a specific
example of a rehabilitation support apparatus that sup-
ports rehabilitation performed by a trainee (a user) 900.
The walking training apparatus 100 is an apparatus by
which the trainee 900, who is, for example, a hemiplegic
patient suffering from paralysis in one of his/her legs,
performs walking training under the guidance of a training
staff member 901. Note that the training staff member
901 can be a therapist (a physical therapist) or a doctor,
and may also be referred to as a training instructor, a
training assistant, a training supporter, or the like be-
cause he/she instructs the trainee in training or assists
the trainee by giving assistance and the like.
[0026] The walking training apparatus 100 mainly in-
cludes a control panel 133 attached to a frame 130 form-
ing an overall framework, a treadmill 131 on which the
trainee 900 walks, and a walking assistance apparatus
120 attached to a diseased leg, i.e., the leg on the par-
alyzed side of the trainee 900.
[0027] The frame 130 is disposed in a standing position
on the treadmill 131 mounted on the floor surface. The
treadmill 131 rotates a ring-shaped belt 132 by using a
motor (not shown). The treadmill 131 is an apparatus that
prompts the trainee 900 to walk, and the trainee 900,
who performs the walking training, gets on the belt 132
and tries walking in accordance with the movement of
the belt 132. Note that the training staff member 901 can
stand on the belt 132 behind the trainee 900 and walk
together with the trainee 900 as shown in Fig. 1. However,
the training staff member 901 may typically be in a state
in which he/she can easily assist the trainee 900 such
as standing with his/her feet on both sides of the belt 132.
[0028] The frame 130 supports, for example, the con-
trol panel 133 that houses an overall control unit 210 that
controls motors and sensors, and a training monitor 138
that is formed by, for example, a liquid-crystal panel and
shows the degree of progress of the training and the like
to the trainee 900. Further, the frame 130 supports a front
pulling unit 135 roughly above and in front of the head of
the trainee 900, supports a harness pulling unit 112
roughly above the head, and supports a rear pulling unit
137 roughly above and behind the head. Further, the
frame 130 also includes handrails 130a that the trainee
900 grasps.
[0029] The handrails 130a are disposed on the right
and left sides of the trainee 900. Each of the handrails
130a is orientated in a direction parallel to the walking
direction of the trainee 900. The vertical position and the
right/left position of the handrails 130a are adjustable.
That is, the handrails 130a may include a mechanism for
changing its height and width. Further, the handrails 130a
can be configured so that their inclination angles can be
changed by, for example, adjusting the heights of their
front sides and the rear sides in the walking direction to
different heights. For example, the handrails 130a can
have an inclination angle so that their heights gradually
increase along the walking direction.

[0030] Further, each of the handrails 130a is equipped
with a handrail sensor 218 that detects a load received
from the trainee 900. For example, the handrail sensor
218 may be a resistance change detection-type load de-
tection sheet in which electrodes are arranged in a matrix
pattern. Further, the handrail sensor 218 may be a six-
axis sensor in which a three-axis acceleration sensor (x,
y, z) is combined with a three-axis gyro sensor (roll, pitch,
yaw). However, there is no particular limitation on the
type of the handrail sensor 218 and the place where the
handrail sensor 218 is disposed.
[0031] A camera 140 functions as an image pickup unit
for observing the whole body of the trainee 900. The cam-
era 140 is disposed near the training monitor 138 and
positioned so as to face the trainee. The camera 140
takes still images and moving images of the trainee 900
during the training. The camera 140 includes a set of a
lens and an image pickup device so that it has such an
angle of view that it can shoot the whole body of the
trainee 900. The image pickup device is, for example, a
CMOS (Complementary Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor)
image sensor, and converts an optical image formed on
an image forming surface into an image signal.
[0032] By the coordinated operation of the front pulling
unit 135 and the rear pulling unit 137, the load of the
walking assistance apparatus 120 is cancelled so that it
does not become a load on the diseased leg. Further,
the swinging motion of the diseased leg is assisted ac-
cording to the set level.
[0033] One end of a front wire 134 is connected to a
winding mechanism of the front pulling unit 135 and the
other end thereof is connected to the walking assistance
apparatus 120. The winding mechanism of the front pull-
ing unit 135 winds or pays out the front wire 134 according
to the motion of the diseased leg by turning on/off a motor
(not shown). Similarly, one end of a rear wire 136 is con-
nected to the winding mechanism of the rear pulling unit
137 and the other end thereof is connected to the walking
assistance apparatus 120. The winding mechanism of
the rear pulling unit 137 winds or pays out the rear wire
136 according to the motion of the diseased leg by turning
on/off a motor (not shown). By the coordinated operation
of the front pulling unit 135 and the rear pulling unit 137
as described above, the load of the walking assistance
apparatus 120 is cancelled so that it does not become a
load on the diseased leg. Further, the swinging motion
of the diseased leg is assisted according to the set level.
[0034] For example, the training staff member 901,
who serves as an operator, increases the set assistance
level for a trainee who suffers from severe paralysis.
When the assistance level is set to a large value, the front
pulling unit 135 winds the front wire 134 with a relatively
large force according to the timing of the swinging of the
diseased leg. When the training has progressed and the
assistance is no longer required, the training staff mem-
ber 901 sets the assistance level to the minimum value.
When the assistance level is set to the minimum value,
the front pulling unit 135 winds the front wire 134 accord-
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ing to the timing of the swinging of the diseased leg with
a force by which only the weight of the walking assistance
apparatus 120 itself is cancelled.
[0035] The walking training apparatus 100 includes a
fall-prevention harness apparatus as a safety apparatus,
which includes, as its main components, a harness 110,
a harness wire 111, and a harness pulling unit 112. The
harness 110 is a belt that is wound around the abdomen
of the trainee 900 and is fixed to his/her waist by, for
example, a hook-and-loop fastener. The harness 110 in-
cludes a connection hook 110a that connects one end
of the harness wire 111, which serves as a hoisting tool,
to the harness 110, and may be referred to as a hanger
belt. The trainee 900 attaches the harness 110 to his/her
diseased leg so that the connection hook 110a is posi-
tioned in the rear part of the diseased leg.
[0036] One end of the harness wire 111 is connected
to the connection hook 110a of the harness 110 and the
other end thereof is connected to a winding mechanism
of the harness pulling unit 112. The winding mechanism
of the harness pulling unit 112 winds or pays out the
harness wire 111 by turning on/off a motor (not shown).
According to the above-described configuration, when
the trainee 900 is about to fall down, the fall-prevention
harness apparatus winds the harness wire 111 according
to an instruction from the overall control unit 210, which
has detected the falling-down movement of the trainee
900, and thereby supports the upper body of the trainee
900 by the harness 110, so that the trainee 900 is pre-
vented from falling down.
[0037] The harness 110 includes a posture sensor 217
for detecting the posture of the trainee 900. The posture
sensor 217 is, for example, a combination of a gyro sen-
sor and an acceleration sensor, and outputs an inclina-
tion angle of the abdomen, to which the harness 110 is
attached, with respect to the direction of gravity.
[0038] A management monitor 139 is attached to the
frame 130 and serves as a display/input device by which
the training staff member 901 or the like monitors and
operates the rehabilitation support system. The manage-
ment monitor 139 is formed by, for example, a liquid crys-
tal panel. Further, a touch panel is disposed on its sur-
face. The management monitor 139 displays various
menu items related to the training settings, various pa-
rameter values during the training, training results, and
so on. Further, an emergency stop button 232 is provided
near the management monitor 139. When the training
staff member 901 pushes the emergency stop button
232, the walking training apparatus 100 immediately
stops its operation.
[0039] The walking assistance apparatus 120 is at-
tached to the diseased leg of the trainee 900 and assists
the trainee 900 in walking by reducing the load of the
extension and flexion at the knee joint of the diseased
leg. The walking assistance apparatus 120 includes a
sensor or the like that measures the load on the sole of
the foot, and outputs various kinds of data related to the
moving leg to the overall control unit 210. Further, the

harness 110 can be connected to the walking assistance
apparatus 120 by using a connection member (hereinaf-
ter referred to as a hip joint) including a rotation part.
Details of the walking assistance apparatus 120 will be
described later.
[0040] The overall control unit 210 generates rehabil-
itation data that may include setting parameters related
to the training settings, various kinds of data related to
the moving leg output from the walking assistance appa-
ratus 120 as a result of training, and so on. The rehabil-
itation data may include, for example, data indicating the
training staff member 901 or indicating his/her years of
experience, level of proficiency, etc., data indicating the
symptom, the walking ability, the degree of recovery, etc.,
of the trainee 900, various kinds of data output from sen-
sors and the like provided outside the walking assistance
apparatus 120. Note that details of the rehabilitation data
will be described later.
[0041] The external communication apparatus 300 is
a specific example of transmission means for transmitting
the rehabilitation data to the outside. The external com-
munication apparatus 300 may have a function of receiv-
ing and temporarily storing rehabilitation data output from
the walking training apparatus 100 and a function of
transmitting the stored rehabilitation data to the server
500.
[0042] The external communication apparatus 300 is
connected to the control panel 133 of the walking training
apparatus 100 through, for example, a USB (Universal
Serial Bus) cable. Further, the external communication
apparatus 300 is connected to a network 400 such as
the Internet or an intranet through a wireless communi-
cation apparatus 410 by, for example, a wireless LAN
(Local Area Network). Note that the walking training ap-
paratus 100 may be equipped with a communication ap-
paratus instead of using the external communication ap-
paratus 300.
[0043] The server 500 is a specific example of storage
means for storing the rehabilitation data. The server 500
is connected to the network 400 and has a function of
accumulating the rehabilitation data received from the
external communication apparatus 300. The function of
the server 500 will be described later.
[0044] In the first embodiment, the walking training ap-
paratus 100 is described as an example of the rehabili-
tation support apparatus. However, the rehabilitation
support apparatus is not limited to the one described in
this example and may be an arbitrary rehabilitation sup-
port apparatus that supports rehabilitation performed by
a trainee. For example, the rehabilitation support appa-
ratus may be an upper-limb rehabilitation support appa-
ratus that supports rehabilitation of a shoulder(s) or an
arm(s). Alternatively, the rehabilitation support apparatus
may be a rehabilitation support apparatus that supports
rehabilitation for a balancing ability of a trainee.
[0045] Next, the walking assistance apparatus 120 will
be described with reference to Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a schematic
perspective view showing an example of a configuration
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of the walking assistance apparatus 120. The walking
assistance apparatus 120 mainly includes a control unit
121, a plurality of frames that support each part of the
diseased leg, and a load sensor 222 for detecting a load
applied to the sole.
[0046] The control unit 121 includes an assistance con-
trol unit 220 that controls the walking assistance appa-
ratus 120, and also includes a motor(s) (not shown) that
generates a driving force(s) for assisting extending
movements and flexing movements of the knee joint. The
frames, which support each part of the diseased leg, in-
clude an upper-leg frame 122 and a lower-leg frame 123
rotatably connected to the upper-leg frame 122. Further,
the frames also include a sole frame 124 rotatably con-
nected to the lower-leg frame 123, a front connection
frame 127 for connecting the front wire 134, and a rear
connection frame 128 for connecting the rear wire 136.
[0047] The upper-leg frame 122 and the lower-leg
frame 123 rotate relative to each other around a hinge
axis Ha shown in Fig. 2. The motor of the control unit 121
rotates according to an instruction from the assistance
control unit 220, and by doing so, force the upper-leg
frame 122 and the lower-leg frame 123 to open relative
to each other around the hinge axis Ha or force them to
close relative to each other. An angle sensor 223 housed
in the control unit 121 is, for example, a rotary encoder
and detects an angle between the upper-leg frame 122
and the lower-leg frame 123 around the hinge axis Ha.
The lower-leg frame 123 and the sole frame 124 rotate
relative to each other around a hinge axis Hb shown in
the figure. The angular range of their relative rotation is
adjusted in advance by an adjustment mechanism 126.
[0048] The front connection frame 127 is disposed so
as to extend in the right/left direction in front of the upper
leg and is connected to the upper-leg frame 122 at both
ends. Further, a connection hook 127a for connecting
the front wire 134 is provided at or near the center of the
front connection frame 127 in the right/left direction. The
rear connection frame 128 is disposed so as to extend
in the right/left direction behind the lower leg and is con-
nected to the lower-leg frame 123 at both ends. The low-
er-leg frame 123 can extend in a vertical direction. Fur-
ther, a connection hook 128a for connecting the rear wire
136 is provided at or near the center of the rear connec-
tion frame 128 in the right/left direction.
[0049] The upper-leg frame 122 includes an upper-leg
belt 129. The upper-leg belt 129 is a belt integrally pro-
vided in the upper-leg frame 122 and is wound around
the upper leg of the diseased leg to fix the upper-leg
frame 122 to the upper leg. In this way, the whole walking
assistance apparatus 120 is prevented from being dis-
placed from the leg of the trainee 900.
[0050] The load sensor 222 is a load sensor embedded
in the sole frame 124. The load sensor 222 may be con-
figured to detect a magnitude and a distribution of a ver-
tical load received by the sole of the trainee 900. For
example, the load sensor 222 may be configured to de-
tect a COP (Center Of Pressure) of the sole. The load

sensor 222 is, for example, a resistance change detec-
tion-type load detection sheet in which electrodes are
arranged in a matrix pattern.
[0051] Next, an example of a system configuration of
the walking training apparatus 100 will be described with
reference to Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing an
example of a system configuration of the walking training
apparatus 100. As shown in Fig. 3, the walking training
apparatus 100 may include an overall control unit 210, a
treadmill drive unit 211, an operation reception unit 212,
a display control unit 213, and a pulling drive unit 214.
Further, the walking training apparatus 100 may include
a harness drive unit 215, an image processing unit 216,
a posture sensor 217, a handrail sensor 218, a commu-
nication connection IF (interface) 219, an input/output
unit 231, and a walking assistance apparatus 120.
[0052] The overall control unit 210 is, for example, an
MPU (Micro Processing Unit) and controls the overall
operations of the apparatus by executing a control pro-
gram loaded from a system memory. The overall control
unit 210 may include a walking evaluation unit 210a, a
training determination unit 210b, an input/output control
unit 210c, and a notification control unit 210d, all of which
will be described later.
[0053] The treadmill drive unit 211 includes a motor
that rotates the belt 132 and its drive circuit. The overall
control unit 210 controls the rotation of the belt 132 by
sending a drive signal to the treadmill drive unit 211. The
overall control unit 210 adjusts, for example, the rotation-
al speed of the belt 132 according to a walking speed set
by the training staff member 901.
[0054] The operation reception unit 212 receives an
input operation from the training staff member 901 and
transmits an operation signal to the overall control unit
210. The training staff member 901 operates operation
buttons provided in the apparatus, a touch panel dis-
posed on the management monitor 139, an accessory
remote controller, etc., which constitute the operation re-
ception unit 212. According to the above-described op-
eration, the training staff member can turn on/off the pow-
er, provide an instruction to start training, enter a numer-
ical value for the setting, and select a menu item. Note
that the operation reception unit 212 can also receive an
input operation from the trainee 900.
[0055] The display control unit 213 receives a display
signal from the overall control unit 210, generates a dis-
play image, and displays the generated display image
on the training monitor 138 or the management monitor
139. The display control unit 213 generates an image
showing the degree of progress of the training and a real-
time video image shot by the camera 140 in accordance
with the display signal.
[0056] The pulling drive unit 214 includes a motor for
pulling the front wire 134 and its drive circuit, which con-
stitute the front pulling unit 135, and a motor for pulling
the rear wire 136 and its drive circuit, which constitute
the rear pulling unit 137. The overall control unit 210 con-
trols winding of the front wire 134 and winding of the rear
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wire 136 by sending a drive signal(s) to the pulling drive
unit 214. Further, the pulling force of each wire is con-
trolled by controlling the driving torque of the respective
motor in addition to controlling the winding operation. The
overall control unit 210 identifies, for example, a timing
at which the diseased leg changes from a stance state
to a swing state from the result of the detection by the
load sensor 222, and assists the swinging action of the
diseased leg by increasing or decreasing the pulling force
of each wire in synchronization with the identified timing.
[0057] The harness drive unit 215 includes a motor for
pulling the harness wire 111 and its drive circuit, which
constitute the harness pulling unit 112. The overall con-
trol unit 210 controls winding of the harness wire 111 and
the pulling force of the harness wire 111 by sending a
drive signal(s) to the harness drive unit 215. For example,
when the overall control unit 210 predicts that the trainee
900 will fall down, it prevents the trainee from falling down
by winding the harness wire 111 by a certain length.
[0058] The image processing unit 216 is connected to
the camera 140, so that it can receive an image signal
from the camera 140. The image processing unit 216
receives an image signal from the camera 140 according
to an instruction from the overall control unit 210, and
generates image data by performing image processing
on the received image signal. Further, the image
processing unit 216 can also perform a specific image
analysis by performing image processing on the image
signal received from the camera 140 according to an in-
struction from the overall control unit 210. For example,
the image processing unit 216 detects the position of the
foot of the diseased leg at which the foot is in contact
with the treadmill 131 (i.e., a stance position) by the image
analysis. Specifically, for example, the image processing
unit 216 extracts an image area near the tip of the sole
frame 124, and calculates the stance position by analyz-
ing an identification marker drawn on a part of the belt
132 where the tip of the sole frame 124 is located.
[0059] The posture sensor 217 detects an inclination
angle of the abdomen of the trainee 900 with respect to
the direction of gravity as described above, and transmits
a detection signal to the overall control unit 210. The over-
all control unit 210 calculates the posture of the trainee
900, in particular, an inclination angle of his/her trunk by
using the detection signal from the posture sensor 217.
Note that the overall control unit 210 and the posture
sensor 217 may be connected to each other through a
cable or through short-range wireless communication.
[0060] The handrail sensor 218 detects a load applied
to the handrail 130a. That is, the amount of the load cor-
responding to the part of the trainee’s own weight that
the trainee 900 cannot support by both legs is applied to
the handrails 130a. The handrail sensor 218 detects this
load and transmits a detection signal to the overall control
unit 210.
[0061] The overall control unit 210 also serves as a
function execution unit that performs various arithmetic
operations and controls related to the overall control. The

walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates whether the walk-
ing motion of the trainee 900 is abnormal or not by using
data acquired from various sensors. The training deter-
mination unit 210b determines a training result of a series
of walking trainings based on, for example, a cumulative
number of the abnormal walking evaluated by the walking
evaluation unit 210a. The overall control unit 210 can
generate, as part of the rehabilitation data, a result of this
determination or the cumulative number of the abnormal
walking, based on which the results of the determination
have been obtained.
[0062] Note that the determination method, including
its criterion, is not limited to any particular methods. For
example, the determination can be made by comparing
an amount of movement of the paralyzed body part with
a reference value in each walking phase. Note that the
walking phases are defined, for example, by classifying
one walking cycle of the diseased leg (or a normal leg)
into a stance phase in a stance state, a transition phase
from the stance phase to a swing phase in a swing state,
the swing phase, a transition phase from the swing phase
to the stance phase, etc. The walking phase can be clas-
sified (determined) based on, for example, the detection
result of the load sensor 222 as described above. Note
that although the walking cycle can be regarded as one
cycle including a stance phase, a transitional phase, a
swing phase, and another transitional phase as de-
scribed above, any one of these phases can be defined
as the start phase. Alternatively, the walking cycle can
be regarded as one cycle including, for example, a dou-
ble-leg support state, a single-leg (diseased-leg) support
state, a double-leg support state, and a single-leg (nor-
mal-leg) support state. Even in this case, any state may
be defined as the start state.
[0063] Further, the walking cycle in which attention is
paid to the right leg or the left leg (the normal leg or the
diseased leg) can be further subdivided. For example,
the stance phase can be divided into an initial ground
contact and other four sub-phases, and the swing phase
can be divided into three sub-phases. The initial ground
contact means a moment when the observed foot touch-
es the floor, and the four sub-phases of the stance phase
means a load response phase, a mid-stance phase, a
terminal stance phase, and a pre-swing phase. The load
response phase is a period from the initial ground contact
to when the opposite foot comes off the floor (opposite-
foot-off). The mid-stance phase is a period from the op-
posite-foot-off to when the heel of the observed foot
comes off the floor (heel-off). The terminal stance phase
is a period from the heel-off to an initial ground contact
on the opposite side. The pre-swing phase is a period
from the initial ground contact on the opposite side to
when the observed foot comes off the floor (foot-off). The
three sub-phases of the swing phase mean an initial
swing phase, a mid-swing phase, and a terminal swing
phase. The initial swing phase is a period from the end
of the pre-swing phase (the aforementioned foot-off) to
when both feet cross each other (foot crossing). The mid-
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swing phase is a period from the foot crossing to when
the tibia becomes vertical (vertical tibia). The terminal
swing phase is a period from the vertical tibia to the next
initial ground contact.
[0064] The communication connection IF 219 is an in-
terface connected to the overall control unit 210, and is
an interface for providing an instruction to the walking
assistance apparatus 120 attached to the diseased leg
of the trainee 900 and receiving sensor information there-
from.
[0065] The walking assistance apparatus 120 may in-
clude a communication connection IF 229 that is con-
nected to the communication connection IF 219 through
a cable or wirelessly. The communication connection IF
229 is connected to the assistance control unit 220 of the
walking assistance apparatus 120. The communication
connection IFs 219 and 229 are communication interfac-
es in conformity with communication standards, such as
those of a wired LAN or a wireless LAN.
[0066] Further, the walking assistance apparatus 120
may include an assistance control unit 220, a joint drive
unit 221, a load sensor 222, and an angle sensor 223.
The assistance control unit 220 is, for example, an MPU
and controls the walking assistance apparatus 120 by
executing a control program supplied from the overall
control unit 210. Further, the assistance control unit 220
notifies the overall control unit 210 of the state of the
walking assistance apparatus 120 through the commu-
nication connection IFs 219 and 229. Further, the assist-
ance control unit 220 performs control of the walking as-
sistance apparatus 120, such as the start/stop thereof,
in response to a command from the overall control unit
210.
[0067] The joint drive unit 221 includes a motor of the
control unit 121 and its drive circuit. The assistance con-
trol unit 220 sends a drive signal to the joint drive unit
221 to force the upper-leg frame 122 and the lower-leg
frame 123 to open relative to each other around the hinge
axis Ha or force them to close relative to each other.
Through the above-described operations, the assistance
control unit 220 assists an extending motion and a flexing
motion of the knee and prevents the knee from buckling.
[0068] The load sensor 222 detects the magnitude and
the distribution of the vertical load applied to the sole of
the trainee 900 and transmits a detection signal to the
assistance control unit 220 as described above. The as-
sistance control unit 220 receives and analyzes the de-
tection signal, and thereby determines the swing/stance
state and estimates the switching therebetween.
[0069] The angle sensor 223 detects the angle be-
tween the upper-leg frame 122 and the lower-leg frame
123 around the hinge axis Ha and transmits a detection
signal to the assistance control unit 220 as described
above. The assistance control unit 220 receives this de-
tection signal and calculates the open angle of the knee
joint.
[0070] The input/output unit 231 includes, for example,
a USB (Universal Serial Bus) interface and is a commu-

nication interface for connecting to an external apparatus
(the external communication apparatus 300 or another
external apparatus). The input/output control unit 210c
of the overall control unit 210 communicates with the ex-
ternal apparatus through the input/output unit 231, re-
writes the above-described control program stored in the
overall control unit 210 and the control program stored
in the assistance control unit 220, receives commands,
outputs generated rehabilitation data, and so on. The
walking training apparatus 100 communicates with the
server 500 through the input/output unit 231 and the ex-
ternal communication apparatus 300 under the control
of the input/output controller 210c. For example, the in-
put/output control unit 210c can control the transmission
of rehabilitation data to the server 500 and the reception
of a command from the server 500 through the input/out-
put unit 231 and the external communication apparatus
300.
[0071] When it is necessary to provide a notification to
the training staff member 901, the notification control unit
210d provides the notification from the management
monitor 139 or a separately-provided speaker(s) by con-
trolling the display control unit 213 or a separately-pro-
vided sound control unit or the like. The aforementioned
situation where it is necessary to provide a notification
to the training staff member 901 may be a situation where
a command for providing a notification is received from
the server 500. Details of this notification will be described
later.
[0072] Next, the server 500 will be described in detail.
[0073] As described above, the walking training appa-
ratus 100 transmits various kinds of rehabilitation data
to the server 500 through the external communication
apparatus 300. The server 500 may be configured so as
to receive rehabilitation data from a plurality of walking
training apparatuses 100. In this way, the server 500 can
collect a number of pieces of rehabilitation data. Further,
the server 500 is a processing apparatus that processes
various kinds of data. For example, the server 500 can
function as a learning apparatus (a learning machine or
a learning system) that constructs a trained model by
performing machine learning by using collected rehabil-
itation data. Note that the learning apparatus may also
be referred to as a learning model generation apparatus.
[0074] Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an example
of a configuration of the server 500. As shown in Fig. 4,
the server 500 may include a control unit 510, a commu-
nication IF 514, a data accumulation unit 520, and a mod-
el storage unit 521. The control unit 510 is, for example,
an MPU and controls the server 500 by executing a con-
trol program loaded from a system memory. The control
unit 510 includes a data generation unit 510a and a learn-
ing unit 510b. In this case, the above-described control
program includes a program(s) for implementing the
functions of the aforementioned data generation unit
510a and the learning unit 510b.
[0075] The communication IF 514 includes, for exam-
ple, a wired LAN interface and is a communication inter-
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face for connecting to the network 400. The control unit
510 can receive rehabilitation data from the walking train-
ing apparatus 100 and transmit a command to the walking
training apparatus 100 through the communication IF
514.
[0076] The data accumulation unit 520 includes a stor-
age device such as an HDD (hard disk drive) or an SSD
(solid state drive) and stores rehabilitation data therein.
The control unit 510 writes the rehabilitation data re-
ceived from the external communication apparatus 300
into the data accumulation unit 520 through the commu-
nication IF 514. The communication IF 514 and the data
accumulation unit 520 each serve, for example, as a data
acquisition unit that acquires the rehabilitation data.
[0077] Similarly, the model storage unit 521 includes
a storage device such as an HDD or an SSD. Note that
the data accumulation unit 520 and the model storage
unit 521 may include a common storage device. The
model storage unit 521 stores at least one of a learning
model that has not yet been trained (including those un-
der training) (hereinafter referred to as an untrained mod-
el) and a learning model that has already been trained
(hereinafter referred to as a trained model). When the
server 500 functions as a learning apparatus, at least an
untrained model is stored in the model storage unit 521.
When the server 500 performs a rehabilitation support
process in cooperation with the walking training appara-
tus 100, at least an operable trained model is stored in
the model storage unit 521.
[0078] Further, the control unit 510 may be configured
so as to perform control to switch between a function as
a learning apparatus and a function for performing a re-
habilitation support process by using a trained model.
Note that the servers 500 may be distributed to (or divided
into) an apparatus that is used in a learning stage and
an apparatus that is used in an operation stage in which
a trained model is used. The data generation unit 510a
and the learning unit 510b are provided in order to enable
the server 500 to function as a learning apparatus. A
recommended setting parameter output unit 510c is pro-
vided to perform the rehabilitation support process by the
trained model. Specifically, the recommended setting pa-
rameter output unit 510c outputs a recommended setting
parameter, as will be described later. While the server
500 includes the recommended setting parameter output
unit 510c, the overall control unit 210 may include the
recommended setting parameter output unit 510c.

(Rehabilitation Data)

[0079] Prior to describing the data generation unit 510a
and the learning unit 510b, rehabilitation data that the
server 500 can collect for learning or for the rehabilitation
support process is described hereinafter. The rehabilita-
tion data that the server 500 can collect mainly includes
(1) setting parameters of the walking training apparatus
100, (2) detection data detected by sensors and the like
provided in the walking training apparatus 100, (3) data

related to the trainee 900, and (4) data related to the
training staff member 901. The rehabilitation data of the
above-described items (1) to (4) may be collected in as-
sociation with their acquisition date and time. Further,
the detection data or the setting parameter may be col-
lected as time-series log data. Alternatively, the detection
data or the setting parameter may be, for example, fea-
ture values extracted from data acquired at certain time
intervals.
[0080] The rehabilitation data is mainly data that is ob-
tained by an operation input, an automatic input, meas-
urement by a sensor or the like in the walking training
apparatus 100. Further, the rehabilitation data may also
include recorded image data recorded by the camera
140. Note that the rehabilitation data may be data ac-
quired on each day of rehabilitation. In this case, the re-
habilitation data can be referred to as daily report data.
In the following description, it is assumed that the server
500 collects rehabilitation data generated by the walking
training apparatus 100. However, it is also possible to
configure the server 500 so as to acquire a part of reha-
bilitation data from an apparatus other than the walking
training apparatus 100 such as another server. Here, the
part of the rehabilitation data may be, for example, a detail
of data of the above-described item (3) such as a symp-
tom of the trainee 900, or a detail of data of the above-
described item (4) such as years of experience of a PT
(Physical Therapist). The former one can be stored in
other servers as medical record information of the trainee
900 and the latter one can be stored in other servers as
a personal history of a PT.
[0081] In the learning stage, the server 500 may re-
ceive rehabilitation data from the walking training appa-
ratus 100 when rehabilitation data is generated or at reg-
ular intervals such as on every day or in every week. The
type of rehabilitation data to be used (the content included
in rehabilitation data) in the learning stage may be differ-
ent from that in the operation stage. For example, in the
operation stage, the server 500 may receive rehabilita-
tion data from the walking training apparatus 100 at the
start of training, and may receive data of the above-de-
scribed item (1) or (2) that is changed during the training.
Further, the transmission and the reception of rehabilita-
tion data may be initiated by either the walking training
apparatus 100 or the server 500.
[0082] The above-described item (1) is described.
[0083] The data of the above-described item (1) can
be defined as training data of the trainee 900 that is ac-
quired during rehabilitation in the walking training appa-
ratus 100 together with the detection data of the above-
described item (2).
[0084] The setting parameters of the walking training
apparatus 100 are, for example, data that is input by an
operator or automatically set in order to define the actions
performed by the walking training apparatus 100. Note
that as described above, it is assumed that the operator
is typically the training staff member 901 who actually
attends the training of the trainee 900. Therefore, the
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following description is given on the assumption that the
operator is the training staff member 901. Further, the
training staff member 901 is often a PT (Physical Ther-
apist). Therefore, the training staff member 901 may also
be referred to simply as the "PT" in the following descrip-
tion.
[0085] The setting parameters relate to setting of the
actuator. In the walking training apparatus 100, the level
of difficulty of walking training can be adjusted by the
setting parameters. The overall control unit 210 controls,
for example, the actuator such as a motor in accordance
with the setting parameters. Note that the setting param-
eters may include a parameter indicating the level of dif-
ficulty, and in this case, some or all of the other setting
parameters may be changed according to the change in
the level of difficulty. The training staff member 901 in-
creases the level of difficulty of the walking training as
the trainee 900 recovers. That is, the training staff mem-
ber 901 reduces the assistance provided by the walking
training apparatus 100 as the walking ability of the trainee
900 improves. Further, the training staff member 901 in-
creases the assistance when an abnormality is found dur-
ing the walking training. As the training staff member 901
appropriately adjusts the setting parameters, the trainee
900 is able to perform appropriate walking training and
hence perform the rehabilitation more effectively.
[0086] Specific examples of the setting parameters are
shown hereinafter.
[0087] Examples of the setting parameters include a
partial weight-supported amount [%], vertical positions
of the handrails 130a [cm], right/left positions of the hand-
rails 130a [cm], presence/absence of a hip joint, foot joint
plantar flexion limitation [deg], and foot joint dorsiflexion
limitation [deg]. Further, the examples of the setting pa-
rameters also include a treadmill speed [km/h], swinging
assistance [level], and a swinging forward/backward ratio
[forward/backward]. Further, the examples of the setting
parameters also include knee extension assistance [lev-
el], a knee flexing angle [deg], a knee flexing/extending
time [sec], a wedge thickness (or a shoe lift) [mm], a
weight-off threshold [%], and a load threshold [%]. Note
that any type of unit may be used as the unit of data
included in rehabilitation data, including the above-
shown setting parameters.
[0088] The partial weight-supported amount is a ratio
at which the weight of the trainee 900 is supported by
making the harness pulling unit 112 pull the harness wire
111. The training staff member 901 sets the partial
weight-supported amount to a lower value as the desired
level of difficulty of the walking training increases. The
vertical positions and the right/left positions of the hand-
rails 130a are amounts of adjustments of the handrails
130a from reference positions. The presence/absence
of a hip joint is whether or not the hip joint is attached.
The foot joint plantar flexion limitation and the foot joint
dorsiflexion limitation define an angular range in which
the lower-leg frame 123 and the sole frame 124 can rotate
around the hinge axis Hb. The foot joint plantar flexion

limitation corresponds to an upper-limit angle on the front
side and the foot joint dorsiflexion limitation corresponds
to a maximum angle on the rear side. That is, the foot
joint plantar flexion limitation and the foot joint dorsiflex-
ion limitation are limit values of angles at which the foot
joint is bent in a direction in which the toe is lowered and
a direction in which the toe is raised, respectively. The
training staff member 901 sets the values of the foot joint
plantar flexion limitation and the foot joint dorsiflexion lim-
itation so that the angular range increases as the desired
level of difficulty of the walking training increases.
[0089] The treadmill speed is a walking speed on the
treadmill 131. The training staff member 901 sets the
treadmill speed to a higher value as the desired level of
difficulty of the walking training increases. The swinging
assistance is a level corresponding to the pulling force
applied by the front wire 134 when the leg is swung. Fur-
ther, the maximum pulling force is increased as this level
is raised. The training staff member 901 sets the swinging
assistance to a lower level as the desired level of difficulty
of the walking training increases. The swinging for-
ward/backward ratio is a ratio between the pulling force
by the front wire 134 and the pulling force by the rear
wire 136 when the leg is swung.
[0090] The knee extending assistance is a level corre-
sponding to the driving torque of the joint drive unit 221
that is applied to prevent the knee from buckling during
the stance state. Further, the driving torque is increased
as this level is raised. The training staff member 901 sets
the knee extending assistance at a lower level as the
desired level of difficulty of the walking training increases.
The knee flexing angle is an angle at which knee extend-
ing assistance is provided. The knee flexing/extending
time is a period during which the knee extending assist-
ance is provided. Further, when this value is large, the
knee is assisted so that it is slowly flexed and extended,
whereas when this value is small, the knee is assisted
so that it is quickly flexed and extended.
[0091] The wedge thickness is a height of a member
such as a cushion provided in the sole of the shoe of the
leg (i.e., the leg on the side on which the walking assist-
ance apparatus 120 is not attached) of the trainee 900
opposite to the paralyzed leg thereof. The weight-off
threshold is one of the thresholds for the load applied to
the sole. When the load becomes smaller than this
threshold, the swinging assistance is cancelled. The load
threshold is one of the thresholds for the load applied to
the sole. When the load exceeds this threshold, the
swinging assist is provided. As described above, the
walking assistance apparatus 120 may be configured so
that the flexing/extending motion of the knee can be ad-
justed by four setting parameters, i.e., the knee flexing
angle, the knee flexing/extending time, the weight-off
threshold, and the load threshold.
[0092] Further, the walking training apparatus 100 may
also be configured so that setting values of various pa-
rameters such as a load and an angle, a target value, a
target achievement rate, a target achievement timing,
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etc. are fed back to the user by a sound output from a
speaker(s) (not shown). The above-described setting pa-
rameters may include parameters for other settings such
as presence/absence of a feedback sound and its vol-
ume.
[0093] Further, the above-described setting parame-
ters may not be setting parameters directly related to the
training. For example, the above-described setting pa-
rameters may be setting values for images, music, a type
of game, a level of difficulty of game, etc. that are provided
through the training monitor 138 or a speaker(s) (not
shown) in order to motivate the trainee 900.
[0094] Note that the above-described setting parame-
ters are merely examples and other setting parameters
may be used. Further, some of the above-described set-
ting parameters may not be used. Further, although the
above-described setting parameters include many pa-
rameters for adjusting the level of difficulty of the training
as described above, they may also include parameters
unrelated to the level of difficulty. For example, the walk-
ing training apparatus 100 may be configured so as to
display an alert icon image that is to be displayed on the
training monitor 138. Further, examples of the setting pa-
rameters unrelated to the level of difficulty include pa-
rameters for increasing the degree of concentration of
the trainee 900 on the training, such as the size and the
displaying interval of the above-described alert icon im-
age. Further, time information such as date and time at
which the parameter setting operation is performed or
timing information other than the time (e.g., information
indicating a distinction between the stance phase, the
swing phase, etc. in one walking cycle) can be added to
the above-described setting parameters.
[0095] The above-described item (2) is described.
[0096] The detection data of the above-described item
(2) can be defined as training data of the trainee 900 that
is acquired during the rehabilitation in the walking training
apparatus 100 together with the data of the above-de-
scribed item (1).
[0097] A typical example of the detection data is sensor
data. The sensor data is sensor values detected by var-
ious sensors of the walking training apparatus 100. For
example, the sensor data includes an inclination angle
of the trunk detected by the posture sensor 217, a load
and an inclination angle detected by the handrail sensor
218, an angle detected by the angle sensor 223, etc. The
sensors that output the sensor data are an acceleration
sensor, an angular-speed sensor, a position sensor, an
optical sensor, a torque sensor, a load sensor, etc. Fur-
ther, encoders provided in motors of the winding mech-
anisms or the like of the front wire 134, the rear wire 136,
and the harness wire 111 may be used as sensors. Fur-
ther, a torque sensor (a load cell) of the motor may be
used as a sensor, or a current detection unit that detects
a driving current value for driving the motor may be used
as a sensor.
[0098] Further, the sensor data may include, for exam-
ple, line-of-sight data acquired by a line-of-sight detection

sensor that detects a line of sight. Similar line-of-sight
data can be obtained by detecting a line of sight of the
trainee 900 by performing image processing based on
an image taken by shooting at least an area including
the eyes of the trainee 900, or obtained by determining
the orientation (upward/downward etc.) of the face of the
trainee 900 based on an image taken by shooting at least
the face. Such data may also be included in the afore-
mentioned detection data. Further, the detection data
may be voice data acquired by a voice acquisition unit,
such as a microphone, that acquires a voice of the trainee
900 or the training staff member 901, text data obtained
by performing a voice analysis on the voice data, or data
obtained by analyzing the text data. The voice of the train-
ing staff member 901 may include an encouraging talk
to the trainee 900 about, for example, how to correct
his/her walking. Further, the sensor data may be data
obtained by detecting brain waves of the trainee 900 by
using an electroencephalograph, or may be data ob-
tained by detecting brain waves of the training staff mem-
ber 901 by using an electroencephalograph.
[0099] Further, the line-of-sight detection sensor, a
shooting unit that takes the above-described image, the
microphone, and the like can be disposed in the walking
training apparatus 100 itself. Alternatively, they can also
be disposed in, for example, an eyeglass-type wearable
terminal that is worn by the trainee 900. This terminal
may include a wireless communication unit that wireless-
ly transmits and receives data by a wireless communi-
cation technique such as Bluetooth (Registered Trade-
mark). Further, the walking training apparatus 100 may
also include a wireless communication unit. In this way,
the walking training apparatus 100 can acquire data ac-
quired by the wearable terminal through wireless com-
munication. Although the electroencephalograph is lim-
ited to those having a high detection accuracy, it may be
disposed in the walking training apparatus 100 itself and
configured so that the electroencephalogram of the train-
ee 900 and that of the training staff member 901 can be
separately detected. However, the electroencephalo-
graph may be disposed at a position near the person
whose brain waves are detected, such as being disposed
in the above-described eyeglass-type wearable terminal
(e.g., in a side frame of the eyeglasses).
[0100] Further, the detection unit that acquires detec-
tion data, such as a sensor, is not limited to those de-
scribed above with reference to Figs. 1 to 3 or those ex-
emplified by the eyeglass-type wearable terminal. For
example, the trainee 900 may wear clothes equipped with
a wearable biosensor and/or a wearable touch sensor.
Here, the clothes are not limited to those worn on the
upper body. That is, they may be those worn on the lower
body, a top-and-bottom set, or those attached to a part
of the harness 110 or the like. Further, a wireless com-
munication unit like the one described above is provided
in each of the clothes and the walking training apparatus
100. In this way, the walking training apparatus 100 can
acquire data acquired by the wearable biological sensor
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or the wearable touch sensor through wireless commu-
nication. The wearable biosensor can acquire vital data
such as the heart rate of the wearer. The wearable touch
sensor can acquire data indicating information about a
touch on the trainee 900, who is the wearer, made from
the outside. That is, the wearable touch sensor can ac-
quire data indicating information about a position where
the training staff member 901 touched the trainee 900.
[0101] Further, the detection data is not limited to the
values indicated by the detection signals detected by var-
ious sensors and the like. That is, it may include values
calculated based on the detection signals from a plurality
of sensors and statistical values obtained by statistically
processing detection signals from one or a plurality of
sensors or the like. As the statistical values, various sta-
tistical values such as an average value, a maximum
value, a minimum value, and a standard deviation value
may be used. Alternatively, they may be static statistical
values or dynamic statistical values over a certain period
such as one day, one training practice, or one walking
cycle.
[0102] For example, the sensor data may include an
open angle of the knee joint calculated from the angle
between the upper-leg frame 122 and the lower-leg frame
123 detected by the angle sensor 223. Further, the sen-
sor data of the angle sensor may include an angular
speed that is obtained by differentiating the angle. The
sensor data of the acceleration sensor may be a velocity
that is obtained by integrating the acceleration or a po-
sition that is obtained by integrating the acceleration
twice.
[0103] For example, the detection data may include
the following average value, the sum total value, the max-
imum value, the minimum value, and the representative
value for each day or for each rehabilitation session on
one day. Here, examples of the average value include
an average speed (total walking distance/total walking
time) [km/h], an average value of a stride length [cm], a
walking rate [steps/min] indicating the number of steps
per minute, a walking PCI [beats/m], and a falling-down
prevention assistance [%]. The average speed may be,
for example, a value calculated from a speed setting val-
ue of the treadmill 131 or a value calculated from the
drive signal in the treadmill drive unit 211. The stride
length means a distance from where one heel touches
the ground to where the same heel touches the ground
again. The PCI means a Physiological Cost Index (a clin-
ical indicator of a physiological cost index). The walking
PCI indicates energy efficiency during the walking. The
falling-down prevention assistance [%] means a rate cor-
responding to the number of times of falling-down pre-
vention assistance [times] per step, i.e., the number of
times the training staff member 901 has assisted the
trainee 900 to prevent him/her from falling down per step.
That is, the falling-down prevention assistance [%]
means a rate at which falling-down prevention assistance
actions are performed for each step.
[0104] Further, examples of the sum total value include

a walking time [s], a walking distance [m], the number of
steps [steps], the number of times of falling-down pre-
vention assistance [times], and a falling-down prevention
assistance part and the number of times for each part
[times].
[0105] Further, examples of the maximum value or the
minimum value include maximum values or minimum val-
ues of a continuous walking time [s], a continuous walking
distance [m], the number of continuous steps [steps], and
a minimum value of a walking PCI [beats/m] (in other
words, a longest distance the trainee can walk per beat).
Examples of the representative value include a speed of
the treadmill 131 that has been used most frequently (a
representative speed [km/h]).
[0106] As described above, data supplied directly or
indirectly from the detection unit such as various sensors
can be included in the detection data. Further, time in-
formation such as date and time at which the detection
is performed or timing information other than the time
can be added to the above-described detection data.
[0107] Note that the above-described detection data
is merely an example and other detection data may be
used. Further, some of the pieces of the above-described
detection data may not be used. That is, when the de-
tection data is used as rehabilitation data, the server 500
needs to collect at least one piece of detection data.
[0108] The above-described item (3) is described.
[0109] The data related to the trainee 900 (hereinafter
referred to as trainee data) indicates, for example, prop-
erties of the trainee 900. Examples of the trainee data
include the age, the sex, the physique (the height, the
weight, etc.) of the trainee 900, information about the
symptom, the Br. stage, the SIAS, the initial walking FIM,
and the latest walking FIM. Further, the trainee data may
also include the name or the ID of the trainee 900. Further,
the trainee data may also include preference information
indicating the preference of the trainee 900 and person-
ality information indicating his/her personality. Further,
the trainee data may include, as the FIM, an exercise
item other than those related to the walking ability, and
may include a recognition item. That is, the trainee data
may include various kinds of data indicating physical abil-
ities of the trainee 900. Note that part or all of the trainee
data may be referred to as body information, basic infor-
mation, or trainee feature information.
[0110] Note that the symptom information may include
information indicating an initial symptom, a time when
the symptom appears, and a current symptom. Further,
it can be considered that the trainee 900 needs to perform
rehabilitation mainly because of at least one of the symp-
toms described above. However, the symptom informa-
tion may also include symptoms that are unlikely to be
directly related to the rehabilitation. Further, the symptom
information may also include a type(s) of a disease(s) (a
name(s) of a disease(s) or a disorder(s)) that the subject
has suffered from, such as a stroke (a cerebrovascular
disorder) and a spinal cord injury. Further, the symptom
information may also include, depending on the type of

21 22 



EP 3 758 011 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the disease, its classification. For example, strokes can
be classified into cerebral infarction, intracranial hemor-
rhage (cerebral hemorrhage/subarachnoid hemor-
rhage), etc.
[0111] The Br. Stage means a Brunnstrom Recovery
Stage in which a recovery process of a hemiplegia is
divided into six stages based on the observation. The
trainee data may include, of the Br. Stage, lower-limb
items that are main items related to the walking training
apparatus 100. The SIAS means a Stroke Impairment
Assessment Set, which is an index for comprehensively
evaluating dysfunction caused by a stroke. The SIAS
may include a hip flexion test (Hip-Flex), a knee extension
test (Knee-Ext), and a foot-pat test (Foot-Pat). Further,
the SIAS may also include a lower limb tactile sensation
(Touch L/E), a lower limb position sensation (Position
L/E), an abdominal muscle strength (Abdominal), and a
verticality test (Verticality).
[0112] The FIM (Functional Independence Measure)
is one of the evaluation methods for evaluating ADL (Ac-
tivities of Daily Life). In the FIM, a patient is evaluated
(i.e., classified) into seven stages, i.e., one to seven
points according to the level of assistance.
[0113] For example, a walking FIM is a general index
indicating the degree of recovery. Further, the walking
FIM is an index indicating the moving ability (i.e., walking
ability) of the trainee when no actuator is used. A patient
who can walk 50 m or longer without an assistant and
without a harness (an assisting device) receives the high-
est score of seven points. Further, a patient who can walk
less than 15 m no matter how much assistance is pro-
vided by one assistant receives the lowest score of one
point. Further, when a patient can move 50 m with the
minimum assistance (an assistance level of 25% or low-
er), he/she receives four points, whereas when a patient
can move 50 m with medium assistance (an assistance
level of 25% or higher), he/she receives three points.
Therefore, as the recovery progresses, the walking FIM
of the trainee 900 gradually increases.
[0114] Therefore, the walking FIM is used as an index
indicating the degree of recovery of the trainee 900 from
the start of the rehabilitation. In other words, the walking
FIM is an important index in order to recognize the degree
of progress of the rehabilitation of the trainee 900. How-
ever, in order to grade the walking FIM, the trainee 900
needs to walk 50 m on a flat ground in a state in which
the assistant is present near the trainee 900. Therefore,
it is possible that the walking FIM cannot be graded fre-
quently. Further, as described above, only the assistance
level is different between the case in which the walking
FIM is determined to be three points and the case in
which the walking FIM is determined to be four points.
That is, the grading of the walking FIM may vary depend-
ing on the assistant (training staff member). Note that the
walking distance in the evaluation of the walking FIM is
not limited to 50 m. For example, the walking distance
may be 15 m.
[0115] As can be understood from the above descrip-

tion, the latest walking FIM used by the walking training
apparatus 100 is used as not only an index indicating the
physical ability of the trainee 900 but also an index indi-
cating the degree of recovery of the trainee 900 from the
start of the rehabilitation. In other words, the walking FIM
is an important index in order to recognize the degree of
progress of the rehabilitation of the trainee 900. Further,
the amount of change from the initial walking FIM to the
latest walking FIM or its changing speed is also used as
an index indicating the degree of recovery. The changing
speed may also be referred to as FIM efficiency. For ex-
ample, the changing speed may be a value that is ob-
tained by dividing the gain (the amount of change) up to
the current FIM by, for example, the number of days of
the rehabilitation, the number of elapsed days indicating
a period of the rehabilitation, or the number of days the
patient has been hospitalized in a case where the trainee
900 is a hospitalized patient.
[0116] Further, the walking FIM can be regarded as a
score that is obtained under the condition at the time of
the evaluation, such as when the patient wears the har-
ness. In this case, information indicating the condition
applied at the time of the evaluation may be added in the
information indicating the walking FIM. The condition
may include a condition at the time when the information
is acquired, such as a wedge thickness, a used harness
(e.g., with the walking assistance apparatus 120, with
other walking assistance apparatuses, without any har-
ness, etc.), a setting such as an angular setting of a part
of the knee or the ankle in the harness, and/or whether
the walking is performed on a level ground or on a slope.
Further, in general, the walking FIM means a walking
FIM in walking on a level ground. Further, level-ground
walking information indicating such walking FIM may in-
clude information such as the longest distance that the
patient has walked (the maximum continuous walking
distance [m]) in the evaluation of the level-ground walk-
ing.
[0117] As described above, the trainee data in the
above-described item (3) may include index data about
rehabilitation performed by the trainee 900 by using the
walking training apparatus 100, including at least one of
the symptom, the physical ability, and the degree of re-
covery of the trainee 900. Note that in general, data that
can be included in both concepts of the physical ability
and the degree of recovery, such as the latest walking
FIM, may be included in one of them. However, such
data can also be included in both of them. Note that the
same is applicable to all the items of the rehabilitation
data. Further, data of a given item can be handled as
data of one or a plurality of the above-described items
(1) to (4). Further, time information such as the date and
time at which the walking FIM is acquired, e.g., the meas-
urement date of the walking FIM may be added in the
above-described trainee data.
[0118] The above-described item (4) is described.
[0119] The data about the training staff member 901
(hereinafter referred to as staff data) indicates, for exam-
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ple, the property of the training staff member 901. The
staff data includes the name or the ID, the age, the sex,
the physique (the height, the weight, etc.) of the training
staff member 901, the name of the hospital to which the
training staff member 901 belongs, and his/her years of
experience as a PT or a doctor. The staff data may in-
clude, as data related to the assistance, a value that nu-
merically represents the timing at which the trainee 900
is assisted.
[0120] Further, in a case where a plurality of training
staff members simultaneously assist the rehabilitation,
the rehabilitation data may include data of the plurality
of staff members. Further, each of the pieces of staff data
may include information indicating whether the staff
member is the main training staff member, an assistance
training staff member, a training staff member who per-
forms only an operation, or a training staff member who
just physically supports the trainee 900 by his/her hand.
[0121] Further, the walking training apparatus 100 may
be configured so that a user can enter a rehabilitation
plan for the trainee 900. Further, the data of the rehabil-
itation plan entered as described above may also be in-
cluded as staff data related to the training staff member
901 who has entered the data or as rehabilitation data
belonging to other categories. Further, the walking train-
ing apparatus 100 may be configured so that, to make it
possible to cope with the change of the training staff
member 901, a user can enter remarks and/or messages
for assisting the training of the trainee 900 in the future.
Further, the data entered as described above may also
be included as staff data related to the training staff mem-
ber 901 who has entered the data or as rehabilitation
data belonging to other categories.
[0122] The reason for including these piece of data in
the rehabilitation data is that it is possible that a training
staff member has been able to successfully carry out the
training of the trainee 900 because of the presence of
remarks and/or messages given by other skilled training
staff members. Further, time information such as the date
and time at which the rehabilitation plan is entered, e.g.,
the input date and time of the rehabilitation plan may be
added in the above-described staff data.

(Construction of Learning Model)

[0123] The server 500 functions as a learning model
construction apparatus that generates a learning model.
Specifically, the server 500 collects the rehabilitation data
from a plurality of walking training apparatuses 100. Then
the server 500 accumulates the collected rehabilitation
data in the data accumulation unit 520. The server 500
performs machine learning based on the rehabilitation
data, thereby constructing the trained model. Specifical-
ly, the server 500 generates a trained model that receives
the rehabilitation data as input data and outputs effective
setting parameters.
[0124] The trained model outputs the value of the ef-
fective setting parameter in accordance with the trainee

as a recommended value in such a way that the trainee
is able to perform effective walking training. The trained
model may output the recommended value regarding one
or more types of the aforementioned plurality of setting
parameters. The recommended value of the setting pa-
rameter is also referred to as a recommended setting
parameter. The input data of the trained model includes
at least detection data. That is, the trained model receives
the rehabilitation data including the detection data and
outputs the setting parameter.
[0125] As shown in Fig. 4, the control unit 510 of the
server 500 includes the data generation unit 510a and
the learning unit 510b. Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing a
construction method (learning method) of the learning
model in the control unit 510. The control unit 510 ac-
quires the rehabilitation data transmitted from the walking
training apparatus 100 (S11). The data generation unit
510a generates the learning data as preliminary process-
ing of machine learning (S12). That is, the data genera-
tion unit 510a generates the learning data based on the
rehabilitation data accumulated in the data accumulation
unit 520. The learning unit 510b performs machine learn-
ing using the learning data, thereby constructing the
learning model (S13).
[0126] The learning unit 510b constructs the learning
model that calculates the recommended setting param-
eter. The learning unit 510b performs, for example, su-
pervised learning. The setting values of the setting pa-
rameters that the training staff member 901 has actually
set are also referred to as actual setting values. The
learning unit 510b prepares the learning data that in-
cludes the actual setting values of the setting parameters
as teacher data.
[0127] In the learning data, for example, the rehabili-
tation data collected from the walking training apparatus
100 and the actual setting values of the setting parame-
ters as the teacher data are associated with each other.
More specifically, since the rehabilitation data includes
the actual setting values of the setting parameters, the
actual setting values of the setting parameters included
in the rehabilitation data serve as the teacher data.
[0128] For example, the swinging assistance level is
indicated by six stages from level 1 to level 6, and the
knee extension assistance level is indicated by ten stag-
es from level 1 to level 10. The values that the training
staff member 901 receives at the start of training or during
the training serve as the actual setting values. Then the
actual setting values of the setting parameters regarding
which the recommended values are desired to be output
serve as the teacher data. When, for example, two rec-
ommended values of the swinging assistance level and
the knee extension assistance level are output, the actual
setting values of the swinging assistance level and the
knee extension assistance level serve as the teacher da-
ta. As a matter of course, the actual measured value(s)
of the setting parameter(s) of one type or three or more
types may serve as the teacher data.
[0129] The data generation unit 510a prepares a plu-
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rality of sets of learning data. Therefore, the data gener-
ation unit 510a prepares the rehabilitation data collected
within a predetermined period as one set of learning data.
For example, the rehabilitation data collected in one walk-
ing training session or one practice of walking training
may be prepared as one set of learning data.
[0130] Note that one walking training session is a se-
ries of trainings performed by one trainee 900. After one
walking training session is completed, the next trainee
900 performs training in the walking training apparatus
100. One walking training session usually takes about
20 to 60 minutes. One practice of walking training is one
unit during which the trainee 900 continuously walks, in-
cluded in one walking training session. One walking train-
ing session includes a plurality of walking training prac-
tices. For example, one practice takes about five minutes.
Specifically, in one walking training session, the trainee
900 takes a five-minute break after he/she performs walk-
ing training for five minutes. That is, a walking training
practice and a break are alternately repeated in one walk-
ing training session. The five-minute interval between
breaks is the time for one practice. Needless to say, nei-
ther the time for one training session nor the time for one
practice is limited to any particular time period. That is,
they may be set as appropriate for each trainee 900.
[0131] The data generation unit 510a may prepare the
rehabilitation data collected in a period shorter than the
period of one practice as the learning data. The data gen-
eration unit 510a may prepare the rehabilitation data col-
lected in a period longer than the period of one practice
as one set of learning data. Further, the data until the
training staff member 901 changes the setting of the set-
ting parameters may be used as one set of data set. In
the following description, one set of learning data is re-
ferred to as a learning data set (this is also simply referred
to as a data set).
[0132] With reference to Fig. 6, one example of the
data set will be described. Fig. 6 is a table illustrating the
data set. One data set includes the teacher data, which
is the setting parameter, and the detection data. Further,
one data set may include the detection data, the setting
parameter other than the teacher data, the trainee data,
and the staff data. In Fig. 6, the setting parameter, the
detection data, the trainee data, the staff data, and the
teacher data are associated with one another to form one
data set. As described above, the teacher data is the
input value of the setting parameter input by the training
staff member 901.
[0133] In order to explain the learning model that out-
puts the recommended values regarding the swinging
assistance level and the knee extension assistance level,
the teacher data is indicated as a two-dimensional vector.
As a matter of course, the number of dimensions of the
teacher data included in one data set becomes equal to
the number in accordance with the number of setting pa-
rameters regarding which the recommended values are
desired to be output.
[0134] While each of the setting parameter other than

the teacher data, the detection data, the trainee data,
and the staff data is indicated as one piece of data (e.g.,
parameter_1) for the sake of simplification of the descrip-
tion in Fig. 6, each of them may actually include a plurality
of pieces of data. As described above, the setting param-
eters may include, for example, two or more pieces of
data such as the partial weight-supported amount, the
vertical positions of the handrails 130a and the like. As
described above, the trainee data may include two or
more pieces of data such as the initial walking FIM, the
walking FIM, the sex, the age and the like of the trainee
900. As described above, the staff data may include two
or more pieces of data such as the age, the sex and the
like of the training staff member 901.
[0135] Further, the detection data may include data of
two or more sensors such as an acceleration sensor, an
angular-speed sensor, a position sensor, an optical sen-
sor, a torque sensor, a load sensor and the like. Further,
the data set may include, besides raw data of the detec-
tion data, data obtained by performing predetermined
processing on the detection data. For example, the fea-
ture values extracted from the detection data acquired in
a predetermined period of time may be used as the learn-
ing data.
[0136] The data set may include, for example, a max-
imum value, a minimum value, a local maximum value,
a local minimum value, an average value and the like of
the detection data in one practice. The data generation
unit 510a may calculate the feature values from the de-
tection data accumulated in the data accumulation unit
520. Further, the data accumulation unit 520 may accu-
mulate the feature values. The data accumulation unit
520 may accelerate the raw data of the detection data
and the learning model may include a layer for calculating
the feature values. The feature values may be calculated
by the data generation unit 510a operating and process-
ing the rehabilitation data acquired from the walking train-
ing apparatus 100. In this case, the new rehabilitation
data generated by the data generation unit 510a is added
to the learning data set.
[0137] The learning unit 510b is able to perform ma-
chine learning as a regression problem that obtains a
function for deriving the setting parameters from the re-
habilitation data that includes the detection data. Alter-
natively, since the assist level is set at N stages from 1
to N (N is an integer equal to or larger than two), the
learning unit 510b is able to perform machine learning
as a classification problem. Further, even when the set-
ting parameters are the knee flexing angle [deg], the knee
flexing/extending time [sec], the wedge thickness [mm],
the weight-off threshold [%], and the load threshold [%],
the data can be expressed as data that changes at min-
imum units. Therefore, the learning unit 510b is able to
perform machine learning as the classification problem.
[0138] As shown in Fig. 7, the learning unit 510b may
construct the learning model by a neural network in which
an intermediate layer (this layer is also referred to as a
hidden layer) 5313 is provided between an input layer
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5311 and an output layer 5312. The input layer 5311
includes a plurality of nodes 5315, and receives respec-
tive pieces of data included in the data set. The output
layer 5312 outputs the recommended setting parame-
ters. The output layer 5312 includes two output nodes
5316. One of the output nodes 5316 outputs the recom-
mended setting parameter regarding the swinging assist-
ance level and the other one of the output nodes 5316
outputs the recommended setting parameter regarding
the knee extension assistance level. The intermediate
layer 5313 includes a plurality of nodes 5315. Each of
the nodes includes an activation function. The edges that
connect the respective nodes are weighted. A learning
model 5310 is a model that uses the recommended set-
ting parameters as objective variables and uses the de-
tection data and the like as explanatory variables.
[0139] While the type and the algorithm of the learning
model 5310 learned by the learning unit 510b are not
limited, the neural network can be used as the algorithm.
In particular, a deep neural network (DNN) using multiple
intermediate layers 5313 may be used. As the DNN, for
example, a feedforward (forward propagation type) neu-
ral network such as a multilayer perceptron (MLP) em-
ploying an error back propagation method can be used.
[0140] Since the actual setting value is input as the
teacher data, the learning unit 510b constructs the learn-
ing model 5310 in such a way that the actual setting value
matches the recommended value. The learning unit 510b
is able to construct the learning model 5310 that outputs
the recommended value that matches the measured val-
ue. The learning unit 510b causes the untrained model
to read a large number of pieces of learning data in such
a way that the error between the actual setting value and
the recommended value is minimized. The control unit
510 writes the constructed learning model 5310 in the
model storage unit 521.
[0141] The learning unit 510b may construct the learn-
ing model by deep learning. The learning unit 510b may
construct the learning model by a CNN (Convolutional
Neural Network) that performs a convolution operation.
In this case, the learning model 5310 may include a con-
volution layer, a pooling layer and the like. The learning
unit 510b may construct the learning model by an RNN
(Recurrent Neural Network) that deals with time-series
data. In the RNN, the intermediate layer at time t-1 is
coupled to the intermediate layer at time t. For example,
the rehabilitation data collected in the first practice is used
as the learning data set at time t-1, and the rehabilitation
data collected in the second practice is used as the learn-
ing data set at time t. Alternatively, the rehabilitation data
collected in the first step in one practice is used as the
learning data set at time t-1, and the rehabilitation data
collected in the second step is used as the learning data
set at time t.
[0142] Alternatively, in order to sequentially input the
input data at each time in one practice, one data set may
include time-series data such as the detection data. That
is, the learning data set may include time-series log data.

As described above, the feature values extracted from
the log data may be used as the learning data. Further,
the data generation unit 510a may perform data process-
ing in such a way that the time-series detection data be-
comes the image data, and may use this image data as
the learning data. Note that since a publicly-known algo-
rithm can be used for the learning method used by the
learning unit 510b, detailed descriptions thereof will be
omitted.
[0143] For example, the trained model can receive the
detection data of the load detected by the handrail sensor
218. In the walking training of the trainee 900 having a
low walking FIM, the trainee 900 walks while leaning on
the handrails 130a. In this case, the load applied to the
handrail sensor 218 becomes large. In the walking train-
ing of the trainee 900 having a low walking FIM, the train-
ing staff member 901 sets a high assist level in order to
increase the pulling forces of the respective wires. On
the other hand, in the walking training of the trainee 900
having a high walking FIM, the trainee 900 walks without
leaning on the handrails 130a. In this case, the load ap-
plied to the handrail sensor 218 becomes small. In the
walking training of the trainee 900 having a high walking
FIM, the training staff member 901 sets a low assist level
in order to decrease the pulling forces of the respective
wires. As described above, there is a correlation relation-
ship between the detection data of the handrail sensor
218 and the assist level. The learning unit 510b con-
structs the trained model indicating the correlation rela-
tionship between the detection data and the assist level.
[0144] Alternatively, the trained model may receive de-
tection data of the driving torque of a wire. In the walking
training of the trainee 900 having a low walking FIM, the
driving torque of the joint drive unit 221, the pulling drive
unit 214, or the harness drive unit 215 becomes high.
Accordingly, for the trainee 900 having a low walking FIM,
the assist level tends to become high. For the trainee 900
having a high walking FIM, the assist level tends to be-
come low. In the walking training by the trainee 900 hav-
ing a high FIM, the driving torque of the joint drive unit
221, the pulling drive unit 214, or the harness drive unit
215 becomes low. Therefore, the trained model can re-
ceive the driving torque detected by the wire sensor.
[0145] Accordingly, the learning unit 510b is able to
construct the learning model that outputs the recom-
mended setting parameter based on the detection data.
Further, the learning unit 510b constructs the learning
model using the actual setting value as the teacher data.
Accordingly, the learning unit 510b is able to construct
the learning model that outputs an appropriate recom-
mended setting parameter. After the machine learning is
completed, the learning unit 510b writes the learning
model 5310 in the model storage unit 521.
[0146] In the following description, the learning model
that has been written in the model storage unit 521 after
the completion of the machine learning is also referred
to as a trained model. That is, the learning model at a
usage stage is also referred to as a trained model. As a
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matter of course, when new rehabilitation data is accu-
mulated in the data accumulation unit 520, additional ma-
chine learning may be performed and the trained model
may be updated.

(Usage of Learning Model)

[0147] In the following description, the usage of the
trained model will be explained. While the recommended
setting parameter output unit 510c is provided in the serv-
er 500 in Fig. 4, an example in which the trained model
is used in the walking training apparatus 100 will be ex-
plained in this example. The server 500 transmits the
trained model to the walking training apparatus 100. As
a matter of course, the server 500 may use the trained
model. That is, a part or all of the processing for using
the trained model may be performed by the server 500
or may be performed by the walking training apparatus
100.
[0148] The walking training apparatus 100 stores the
trained model in a memory or the like. Then, when new
training is performed, the training staff member 900 in-
puts the trainee data of the trainee using a touch panel
or the like. Further, the ID and the name of the trainee
may be associated with other trainee data. In this case,
when the training staff member 900 inputs the ID and the
name of the trainee 900, necessary trainee data is read
out from the memory and is automatically input. When,
for example, the training staff member 900 inputs the ID
of the trainee 900, values such as the height, the age,
the weight and the like are automatically input. Further,
the number of days of training as the trainee data may
be input by automatic calculation. Further, when the walk-
ing FIM is measured and the value of the walking FIM
has been updated, the training staff member 901 inputs
the latest measured value of the walking FIM.
[0149] Next, the training staff member 901 sets setting
parameters. The training staff member 901 inputs, for
example, setting parameters suitable for the trainee 900.
Figs. 8 and 9 are diagrams each showing one example
of an input screen of the setting parameters.
[0150] Fig. 8 shows a screen for inputting presence/ab-
sence of a hip joint, wedge thickness, type of the harness,
foot joint plantar flexion limitation, foot joint dorsiflexion
limitation, rear leg support, front leg support, the width of
the handrails 130a, and the height of the handrails 130a.
The type of the harness, which indicates the type of the
harness 110, includes a supporting type in which only
the walking assistance apparatus 120 is supported and
another type in which the trainee 900 including the walk-
ing assistance apparatus 120 is suspended. The front
leg support and the rear leg support indicate the positions
of the front pulling unit 135 and the rear pulling unit 137
in the right/left direction, and have values of seven stages
from -3 to +3. Specifically, the front leg support and the
rear leg support are indicated by integer values when the
center is indicated by 0, the left end is indicated by -3,
and the right end is indicated by +3.

[0151] Fig. 9 shows a screen for inputting the weight-
supported amount, the knee flexing/extending time, the
knee flexing angle, the treadmill speed, the swinging as-
sistance level, and the knee extension assistance level.
The training staff member 901 checks information on the
trainee 900 and inputs setting values through a touch
panel or the like. Otherwise, when the training staff mem-
ber 900 inputs the ID and the like of the trainee 900, the
overall control unit 210 may automatically input data at
the time of the previous training by the trainee 900.
[0152] When walking training is executed, the walking
training apparatus 100 acquires the rehabilitation data
(hereinafter this data is also referred to as rehabilitation
data for evaluation). Upon receiving the rehabilitation da-
ta for evaluation, the trained model outputs the recom-
mended setting parameters. That is, the rehabilitation
data for evaluation includes detection data in accordance
with the results of the detection by the sensor. Therefore,
after the overall control unit 210 acquires the detection
data acquired in the walking training, the overall control
unit 210 inputs the detection data in the trained model.
As a result, the trained model outputs a recommended
value of the setting parameter. The overall control unit
210 compares the actual setting value with the recom-
mended value. When the actual setting value is different
from the recommended value, the overall control unit 210
outputs the recommended value. The trainee 900 regard-
ing whom rehabilitation data for evaluation is collected
may be the same as or different from the trainee 900
regarding whom learning data has been collected. Fur-
ther, the walking training apparatus 100 that collects the
rehabilitation data for evaluation may be the same as or
different from the walking training apparatus 100 that has
collected the rehabilitation data as the learning data.
[0153] The trained model outputs the recommended
setting parameters in accordance with the trainee 900.
For example, as shown in Fig. 9, the management mon-
itor 139 displays a message for recommending that the
setting parameter should be changed for the training staff
member 901. In Fig. 9, the management monitor 139
displays a message for recommending that the swinging
level should be increased from the current level (level 4)
by one. After the training staff member 901 checks the
monitor, the setting is changed. Alternatively, the overall
control unit 210 may automatically change the setting
using the recommended setting parameter.
[0154] As described above, the trained model outputs
the recommended setting parameters, whereby the set-
ting parameters may be set to appropriate setting values.
Since the setting parameters can be set in accordance
with the detection data acquired in the walking training
of the trainee 900, the trainee 900 can execute effective
training. Further, the training staff member 901 may de-
termine whether to actually use the recommended setting
parameters. Otherwise, recommended setting parame-
ters at the time of next training may be output using de-
tection data acquired in the previous training. In this case,
before the training staff member 901 inputs setting pa-
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rameters at the start of training, the trained model may
output the recommended setting parameters. In this
case, the management monitor 139 may display the val-
ues of the recommended setting parameters on the input
screen of the setting parameters.
[0155] As a matter of course, the server 500 may out-
put, not the walking training apparatus 100, the recom-
mended setting parameters. In this case, the walking
training apparatus 100 transmits the rehabilitation data
for evaluation to the server 500. Then the server 500
inputs the rehabilitation data for evaluation in the trained
model, thereby outputting the recommended setting pa-
rameters. In this case, the server 500 functions as a
processing apparatus for outputting the recommended
setting parameters. As a matter of course, a part of the
processing in the trained model may be executed by the
server 500 and a part of the processing may be executed
by the overall control unit 210.
[0156] To sum up, the server 500 according to this em-
bodiment functions as a learning apparatus. The com-
munication IF 514 of the server 500 functions as a data
acquisition unit that acquires the rehabilitation data from
the walking training apparatus 100. The walking training
apparatus 100 includes the actuator that assists the op-
eration of the trainee who performs walking training and
the sensor that detects data regarding the walking motion
assisted by the actuator. The data generation unit 510a
generates the rehabilitation data including the detection
data in accordance with the results of the detection by
the sensor and the setting parameters regarding the set-
ting of the walking training apparatus as the learning data.
The learning unit 510b performs machine learning using
the learning data, thereby generating the learning model
that receives the detection data and outputs the recom-
mended values of the setting parameters.
[0157] Further, the overall control unit 210 or the server
500 functions as a processing apparatus that outputs the
recommended values of the setting parameters in the
walking training apparatus based on the rehabilitation
data for evaluation acquired from the walking training ap-
paratus. The processing apparatus inputs the rehabilita-
tion data for evaluation in the trained model using the
learning model generated in the above learning appara-
tus as the trained model, thereby outputting the recom-
mended values of the setting parameters. Further, at
least one of the overall control unit 210 and the server
500 executes a program, whereby the processing meth-
od for outputting the recommended values of the setting
parameters is executed based on the rehabilitation data
for evaluation.
[0158] According to this embodiment, it is possible to
set the setting parameters suitable for each trainee 900.
Therefore, the trainee 900 is able to perform walking
training effectively. Further, the training staff member 901
may determine whether to use the recommended values.
That is, the training staff member 901 may allow the train-
ee 900 to perform walking training using recommended
values or may allow the trainee 900 to perform walking

training by inputting values other than the recommended
values.
[0159] Further, the recommended values of the setting
parameters may be updated based on the detection data
sequentially acquired during the training of the trainee
900. That is, during the walking training, the recommend-
ed values may be sequentially obtained in such a way
that the setting values of the setting parameters can be
dynamically changed. For example, in one walking train-
ing session or one practice, each sensor sequentially de-
tects new detection data. The overall control unit 210
sequentially calculates the recommended values based
on the new detection data. The management monitor 139
presents the recommended values that have been se-
quentially calculated. Note that the cycle for updating the
recommended setting parameters may be determined
as appropriate in accordance with the walking cycle.

Second Embodiment

[0160] In a second embodiment, the server 500 divides
the trainees 900 into a plurality of groups. Then the server
500 constructs the learning model for each step. Specif-
ically, the server 500 clusters the trainees based on the
trainee data. Since the basic configuration and the
processing of the system according to the second em-
bodiment are similar to those described in the first em-
bodiment, the descriptions thereof will be omitted as ap-
propriate.
[0161] With reference to Fig. 10, a processing method
according to this embodiment will be described. Fig. 10
is a flowchart for illustrating processing in the control unit
510. First, the control unit 510 acquires the rehabilitation
data, similar to the first embodiment (S21). Then the con-
trol unit 510 divides the trainees into groups (S22). The
training data to be divided into groups may be the values
of the initial walking FIM and SIAS. For example, trainees
whose value of the initial walking FIM matches that of
SIAS may be classified in one group. The number of
groups is not particularly limited as long as it is two or
larger. Further, the training staff member 901 or the like
may perform a part or all of the processing of the group-
ing.
[0162] Further, the control unit 510 may construct a
learning model for grouping using machine learning. In
this case, the control unit 510 constructs the learning
model for grouping by, for example, unsupervised learn-
ing. The control unit 510 constructs the learning model
using a clustering method such as a k-means method.
In the k-means method, when a manager inputs the
number of clusters k (k is an integer equal to or larger
than two) in advance, a group including a plurality of train-
ees 900 is clustered into k clusters. The type of clustering
may either be non-hierarchical clustering or hierarchical
clustering.
[0163] The data generation unit 510a prepares the
learning data set for each group (S23). That is, the data
generation unit 510a uses the rehabilitation data of the
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trainees 900 who belong to the same group as the learn-
ing data set. The learning unit 510b constructs the learn-
ing model for each group (S24). Since Steps S21, S23,
and S24 are similar to the steps described in the first
embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0164] According to the above configuration, the learn-
ing unit 510b is able to construct the learning model for
each group. The model storage unit 521 stores the learn-
ing model for each group. When the first learning model
is used, the overall control unit 210 outputs the recom-
mended setting parameter using the first trained model
of the group to which the trainee 900 belongs. Since the
overall control unit 210 can use the first trained model
that is suitable for the trainee 900, the appropriate rec-
ommended setting parameter can be output. When, for
example, the server 500 acquires the rehabilitation data
for evaluation, the group including a trainee who is similar
to the trainee 900 can be determined by a k-nearest
neighbor method (a knn method).
[0165] Alternatively, the control unit 510 outputs the
recommended value of the setting parameter using the
second trained model of the group to which the trainee
900 belongs. Since the overall control unit 210 can use
the second trained model that is suitable for the trainee
900, it is possible to calculate a more appropriate recom-
mended setting parameter. The first trained model and
the second trained model may be set as an integrated
trained model (computer program) or each of them may
be constructed as trained models (computer programs)
different from each other.

Third Embodiment

[0166] Prior to giving the description of this embodi-
ment, abnormal walking patterns in the walking training
will be explained. The present inventors have found that
there are at least seven patterns of abnormal walking in
hemiplegic patients. That is, in a case where an abnormal
walking criterion is set for each pattern, it can be seen
that the walking motion can be evaluated as abnormal
walking in a case in which the walking of the trainee meets
any one of the abnormal walking criteria. In the walking
training apparatus 100 according to this embodiment, the
walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates whether the walk-
ing motion of the trainee is abnormal walking by compar-
ing the motion amount of each paralyzed body part with
each of the abnormal walking criteria. Hereinafter, each
abnormal walking criterion and an abnormal walking
evaluation method will be described.
[0167] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating the first abnor-
mal walking criterion. Fig. 11 is a schematic view in a
case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows a trunk
TL, a hip joint HJ, an upper leg HL, a knee joint NJ, a
lower leg CL, a foot joint FJ, and a foot FL from the top
to the bottom. In the present embodiment, a "leg" and a
"leg part" are used as terms indicating the entire lower

part than the hip joint HJ, and a "foot" and a "foot part"
are used as terms indicating parts from the ankle to the
toe.
[0168] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the first abnormal walking criterion, the
overall control unit 210 detects, as a first motion amount
according to the walking motion, a distance X1 along the
walking direction from the hip joint HJ to the foot joint FJ
in a case in which the diseased leg has finished a swing
phase and landed. In the normal walking of a normal leg,
the point of landing after the swing phase should be lo-
cated ahead of the hip joint HJ in the walking direction.
However, in the walking of the diseased leg, the diseased
leg cannot be sufficiently moved to the front since the
diseased leg cannot be sufficiently swung. For this rea-
son, the point of landing may be slightly ahead of the hip
joint HJ, or may be behind the hip joint HJ.
[0169] "Less than a reference distance Xc1" is set as
the first abnormal walking criterion. In a case in which
the distance X1 detected in the walking motion is less
than the reference distance Xc1, this walking is deter-
mined to be abnormal walking. The overall control unit
210 acquires the detection signal from the load sensor
222 and the image data from the camera 140, and detects
the distance X1 at the end of the swing phase using the
acquired information. When, for example, Xci=20 cm (20
cm forward the hip joint HJ) is set, the walking evaluation
unit 210a evaluates the walking motion of the trainee as
abnormal walking in a case in which the detected dis-
tance X1 is 10 cm or -5 cm. The reference distance Xc1
may be changed according to the physique of the trainee,
the degree of progress of rehabilitation and the like.
[0170] Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating the second ab-
normal walking criterion. Fig. 12 is a schematic view in
a case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows each
body part in the same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0171] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee 900 meets the second abnormal walking criterion,
the overall control unit 210 detects a sole load X2 in the
swing phase of the diseased leg as a second motion
amount according to the walking motion. In the normal
walking of a normal leg, the sole does not touch the
ground in the swing phase. However, in the walking of
the diseased leg, there is not enough power to lift the
entire leg. For this reason, so-called dragging walking
may occur, such as pushing the leg forward with the sole
in contact with the ground.
[0172] "Larger than a reference load Xc2" is set as the
second abnormal walking criterion. In a case in which
the load X2 detected in the walking motion is larger than
the reference load Xc2, this walking is determined to be
abnormal walking. The overall control unit 210 acquires
the detection signal from the load sensor 222 and the
image data from the camera 140, and detects the load
X2 in the swing phase using the acquired information.
Normally, Xc2=0 is set. That is, even when a slight load
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from the sole is detected in the swing phase, the walking
evaluation unit 210a evaluates the walking motion of the
trainee as abnormal walking. The walking evaluation unit
210a may allow some ground contact according to the
degree of progress of rehabilitation or the like. For ex-
ample, Xc2=10N may be set. The walking evaluation unit
210a may use the accumulated load in the swing phase
as a reference value.
[0173] Fig. 13 is a diagram illustrating the third abnor-
mal walking criterion. Fig. 13 is a schematic view in a
case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows each
body part in the same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0174] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the third abnormal walking criterion, the
overall control unit 210 detects a flexing angle X3 of the
knee joint NJ during the stance of the diseased leg as a
third motion amount according to the walking motion. In
the normal walking of a normal leg, the knee joint NJ
during the stance does not bend so much. However, in
the walking of the diseased leg, the knee joint NJ may
bend greatly during the stance since the power of the
knee joint NJ to support the upper body is not sufficiently
large. In some cases, so-called knee folding occurs.
[0175] "Less than a reference angle Xc3" is set as the
third abnormal walking criterion. When the flexing angle
X3 detected in the walking motion is smaller than the
reference angle Xc3, this walking is determined to be ab-
normal walking. The overall control unit 210 acquires the
detection signal from the angle sensor 223 and the image
data from the camera 140, and detects the flexing angle
X3 during the stance using the acquired information.
When, for example, Xc3=165 is set, if the detected flexing
angle X3 is 140 degrees, the walking evaluation unit 210a
evaluates the walking motion of the trainee as abnormal
walking. The walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates that
the walking motion of the trainee as abnormal walking in
a case in which the flexing angle X3 continuously detect-
ed during the stance becomes less than the reference
angle Xc3 at least once. The reference angle Xc3 may be
changed according to the age of the trainee, the degree
of progress of rehabilitation and the like.
[0176] Fig. 14 is a diagram illustrating the fourth ab-
normal walking criterion. Fig. 14 is a schematic view in
a case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows each
body part in the same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0177] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the fourth abnormal walking criterion, the
overall control unit 210 detects, as a fourth motion
amount according to the walking motion, a distance X4
along the walking direction from the hip joint HJ to the
foot joint FJ at the time of swinging at which the diseased
leg switches from the stance phase to the swing phase.
In the walking of a healthy person, the foot joint FJ at the
time of swinging is located behind the hip joint HJ to some

extent. However, in the walking by a patient who suffers
from paralysis, since the weight shift of the upper body
cannot be freely performed, swinging may be started be-
fore the foot joint FJ is sufficiently separated from the hip
joint HJ.
[0178] "Equal to or greater than a reference distance
Xc4" is set as the fourth abnormal walking criterion. In a
case in which the distance X4 detected in the walking
motion is less than the reference distance Xc4, this walk-
ing is determined to be abnormal walking. The overall
control unit 210 acquires the detection signal from the
load sensor 222 and the image data from the camera
140, and detects the distance X4 at the time of swinging
at which the diseased leg switches from the stance phase
to the swing phase using the acquired information. When,
for example, Xc4=-20 cm (20 cm backward from the hip
joint HJ) is set, the walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates
the walking motion of the trainee as abnormal walking in
a case in which the detected distance X4 is -10 cm (10
cm backward from the hip joint HJ) or 5 cm (=5 cm forward
from the hip joint HJ). The reference distance Xc4 may
be changed according to the physique of the trainee, the
degree of progress of rehabilitation and the like.
[0179] Fig. 15 is a diagram illustrating the fifth abnor-
mal walking criterion. Fig. 15 is a schematic view in a
case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows each
body part in the same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0180] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the fifth abnormal walking criterion, the
overall control unit 210 detects an inclination angle X5 of
the trunk TL in the forward direction during the stance of
the diseased leg as a fifth motion amount according to
the walking motion. In the normal walking of a healthy
person, the trunk TL during the stance is slightly inclined
forward with respect to the vertical line passing through
the hip joint HJ. However, in the walking of a patient who
suffers from paralysis, in order to try to protect the lower
body, the trunk TL may be greatly inclined forward with
respect to the vertical line passing through the hip joint
HJ.
[0181] "Equal to or greater than a reference angle Xc5"
is set as the fifth abnormal walking criterion. In a case in
which the inclination angle X5 in the forward direction
detected in the walking motion is equal to or greater than
the reference angle Xc5, this walking is determined to be
abnormal walking. The overall control unit 210 acquires
the detection signal from the posture sensor 217 and the
image data from the camera 140, and detects the incli-
nation angle X5 during the stance using the acquired in-
formation. When, for example, Xc5=10 degrees is set,
the walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates the walking
motion of the trainee as abnormal walking in a case in
which the detected inclination angle X5 is 30 degrees.
The walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates the walking
motion of the trainee as abnormal walking in a case in
which the inclination angle X5 continuously detected dur-
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ing the stance becomes equal to or greater than the ref-
erence angle Xc5 at least once. The reference angle Xc5
may be changed according to the age of the trainee, the
degree of progress of rehabilitation and the like.
[0182] Fig. 16 is a diagram illustrating the sixth abnor-
mal walking criterion. Fig. 16 is a schematic view in a
case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the front
in the walking direction, and shows each body part in the
same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0183] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the sixth abnormal walking criterion, the
overall control unit 210 detects an inclination angle X6 of
the trunk TL toward the diseased leg side during the
stance of the diseased leg as a sixth motion amount ac-
cording to the walking motion. In the normal walking of
a healthy person, the trunk TL during the stance is rarely
shaken in the right/left direction with respect to the vertical
line passing through the hip joint HJ. However, in the
walking of a patient who suffers from paralysis, the trunk
TL may be greatly inclined forward toward the diseased
leg side with respect to the vertical line passing through
the hip joint HJ due to the fear of applying weight to the
diseased leg side and the like.
[0184] "Equal to or greater than a reference angle Xc6"
is set as the sixth abnormal walking criterion. When the
inclination angle X6 toward the diseased leg side detect-
ed in the walking motion is equal to or greater than the
reference angle Xc6, this walking is determined to be ab-
normal walking. The overall control unit 210 acquires the
detection signal from the posture sensor 217 and the
image data from the camera 140, and detects the incli-
nation angle X6 during the stance using the acquired in-
formation. When, for example, Xc6=10 degrees is set,
the walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates the walking
motion of the trainee as abnormal walking in a case in
which the detected inclination angle X6 is 20 degrees.
The walking evaluation unit 210a evaluates the walking
motion as abnormal walking when the inclination angle
X6 continuously detected during the stance becomes
equal to or greater than the reference angle Xc6 at least
once. The reference angle Xc6 may be changed accord-
ing to the age of the trainee, the degree of progress of
rehabilitation and the like.
[0185] Fig. 17 is a diagram illustrating the seventh ab-
normal walking criterion. Fig. 17 is a schematic view in
a case in which a paralyzed body part, which is the lower
body of the diseased leg side, is observed from the side
with respect to the walking direction, and shows each
body part in the same manner as in Fig. 11.
[0186] In order to determine whether the walking of the
trainee meets the seventh abnormal walking criterion,
the overall control unit 210 detects an inclination angle
X7 of the trunk TL in the forward direction during the swing
of the diseased leg as a seventh motion amount accord-
ing to the walking motion. In the normal walking of a
healthy person, the trunk TL during the swing is inclined
forward to some extent with respect to the vertical line

passing through the hip joint HJ. However, in the walking
of a patient who suffers from paralysis, since the weight
shift of the upper body cannot be freely performed and
accordingly the upper body is bent backward, the trunk
TL may be inclined backward with respect to the vertical
line passing through the hip joint HJ.
[0187] "Less than a reference angle Xc7" is set as the
seventh abnormal walking criterion. When the inclination
angle X7 in the forward direction detected in the walking
motion is less than the reference angle Xc7, this walking
is determined to be abnormal walking. The overall control
unit 210 acquires the detection signal from the posture
sensor 217 and the image data from the camera 140,
and detects the inclination angle X7 during the swing us-
ing the acquired information. When, for example, Xc7=-
5 degrees (=5 degrees backward) is set, the walking eval-
uation unit 210a evaluates the walking motion of the train-
ee as abnormal walking in a case in which the detected
inclination angle X7 is -20 degrees. The walking evalua-
tion unit 210a evaluates the walking motion as abnormal
walking in a case in which the inclination angle X7 con-
tinuously detected during the swing becomes less than
the reference angle Xc7 at least once. The reference an-
gle Xc7 may be changed according to the age of the train-
ee, the degree of progress of rehabilitation and the like.
[0188] While the seven abnormal walking criteria have
been described above, other abnormal walking criteria
may be added. When abnormal walking criteria are de-
fined, it is needed to define a plurality of abnormal walking
criteria, not one abnormal walking criterion. The abnor-
mal walking criteria in this case may include at least two
or more abnormal walking criteria relevant to the motion
amounts of different parts of the paralyzed body part or
at least two or more abnormal walking criteria relevant
to the motion amount of the same part of the paralyzed
body part in different directions.
[0189] Two or more criteria relevant to the motion
amounts of different parts may be selected from criteria
relevant to the motion amount of the trunk, criteria rele-
vant to the motion amount of the knee joint, and criteria
relevant to the motion amount of the foot part from the
ankle. In the above examples, the criteria relevant to the
motion amount of the trunk are the fifth, sixth, and seventh
criteria, the criteria relevant to the motion amount of the
knee joint are the third criterion, and the criteria relevant
to the motion amount of the foot part are the first, second,
and fourth criteria. In a case where a motion amount of
interest is selected as described above, it has become
obvious through experiments that, in a case where the
actual walking should be evaluated as abnormal walking,
the actual walking is not evaluated as abnormal walking
from one motion amount and is evaluated as abnormal
walking from another motion amount in many cases.
[0190] Two or more criteria relevant to the motion
amount of the same part of the paralyzed body part in
different directions may include a criterion relevant to the
motion amount of the trunk in the walking direction and
a criterion relevant to the motion amount of the trunk in
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an orthogonal direction perpendicular to the walking di-
rection. In the examples described above, the relation-
ship between any one of the fifth and seventh criteria and
the sixth criterion corresponds thereto. Also in a case in
which motion amounts of interest are combined as de-
scribed above, it has become obvious through experi-
ments that, in a case where the actual walking should be
evaluated as abnormal walking, the actual walking is not
evaluated as abnormal walking from one motion amount
and is evaluated as abnormal walking from another mo-
tion amount in many cases.
[0191] It has been revealed that abnormal walking cri-
teria may be set to different criteria in the swing phase
and the stance phase of the diseased leg. The first cri-
terion and the fourth criterion are criteria of the same part
in the same direction. However, the first criterion and the
fourth criterion are focused on the time point of switching
from the swing phase to the stance phase and the time
point of switching from the stance phase to the swing
phase, respectively. Similarly, the fifth criterion and the
seventh criterion are criteria of the same part in the same
direction. However, the fifth criterion and the seventh cri-
terion are focused on the stance phase and the swing
phase, respectively. Even the motion amounts of the
same part in the same direction can be evaluated as dif-
ferent feature amounts of the walking motion in a case
where the observation time point can be distinguished.
[0192] Next, the processing operation of the walking
training apparatus 100 will be described. Fig. 18 is a flow-
chart showing the processing operation. The flow starts
at a point at which a series of training programs are ac-
tivated in a case in which a training menu is selected by
the trainee 900 or the operator.
[0193] In Step S101, the overall control unit 210 resets
a walking cycle counter n. The overall control unit 210
drives the treadmill drive unit 211 to start the rotation of
the belt 132, and drives the pulling drive unit 214 and the
joint drive unit 221 according to the set adjustment value,
thereby assisting the walking of the trainee 900. In a case
where the trainee 900 starts a walking motion, each mo-
tion amount according to the walking motion is acquired
in Step S102. Specifically, an image processor 216 an-
alyzes the image signal acquired from the camera 140,
or the detection signals from the posture sensor 217, the
load sensor 222, and the angle sensor 223 are acquired
and converted into the motion amount.
[0194] In Step S103, the overall control unit 210 deter-
mines whether one walking cycle has ended. Evaluation
of abnormal walking may be performed for each step of
the diseased leg. In this embodiment, however, evalua-
tion is performed in one cycle of one step of the normal
leg subsequent to the one step of the diseased leg. Ac-
cordingly, in a case where the overall control unit 210
determines that one walking cycle has ended, the proc-
ess proceeds to Step S104, where the overall control unit
210 executes evaluation. In a case where the overall con-
trol unit 210 determines that one walking cycle has not
ended, the process returns to Step S102, where the over-

all control unit 210 continues the acquisition of each mo-
tion amount.
[0195] In Step S104, the walking evaluation unit 210a
of the overall control unit 210 evaluates abnormal walk-
ing. Specifically, the walking evaluation unit 210a totals
the motion amounts of respective parts in each direction
and each period in the walking motion to check whether
the totaled amount meets each of the abnormal walking
criteria. In a case where the walking motion of the trainee
900 is evaluated as abnormal walking, the walking eval-
uation unit 210a determines the walking motion as failed
walking. In Step S105, the walking evaluation unit 210a
determines whether the totaled amount meets one of the
abnormal walking criteria described above. In a case
where the walking evaluation unit 210a determines that
the totaled amount meets one of the abnormal walking
criteria described above, the process proceeds to Step
S106, where the walking evaluation unit 210a substitutes
"0" into an evaluation variable En of the n-th step. Then
the overall control unit 210 displays the fact that the one
step is failed walking on the training monitor 138 and the
management monitor 139 through the display control unit
213. On the other hand, when it is determined in Step
S105 that the totaled amount does not meet any one of
the abnormal walking criteria described above, the proc-
ess proceeds to Step S108, where the walking evaluation
unit 210a substitutes "1" into the evaluation variable En
of the n-th step. The overall control unit 210 displays the
fact that the one step is successful walking on the training
monitor 138 and the management monitor 139 through
the display control unit 213.
[0196] In the case of displaying the failed walking in
real time during training, the training monitor 138 and the
management monitor 139 may perform simple and single
display without indicating which one of the abnormal
walking criteria the walking motion of the trainee 900
meets. Otherwise, the training monitor 138 and the man-
agement monitor 139 may indicate whether the walking
motion of the trainee 900 meets each of the abnormal
walking criteria. In this case, the evaluation variable En
may be prepared for each pattern. Means for presenting
whether the walking motion of the trainee 900 is failed
walking is not limited to the management monitor 139,
and a buzzer sound, blinking light or the like can instead
be used. In this case as well, it is desirable to show the
sound or the light to the trainee 900 in a simple and single
manner. The management monitor 139 for presenting
the fact that the walking motion of the trainee 900 is failed
walking, a device for generating sound or light and the
like function as presentation units for presenting informa-
tion regarding the evaluation of the walking evaluation
unit 210a.
[0197] After ending the failure display in Step S107 or
the success display in Step S109, the process proceeds
to Step S110, where the overall control unit 210 incre-
ments the walking cycle counter n. In Step S111, the
overall control unit 210 determines whether the walking
cycle counter n has reached a walking cycle number no
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scheduled in a series of walking training programs. In a
case where the overall control unit 210 determines that
the walking cycle counter n has not yet reached the walk-
ing cycle number no, the process goes back to Step
S102, where the walking training control is continued. In
a case where the overall control unit 210 determines that
the walking cycle counter n has reached the walking cycle
number no, the process proceeds to Step S112.
[0198] In Step S112, the training determination unit
210b of the overall control unit 210 totals the results of
the evaluation in a series of walking training trials per-
formed continuously, and performs determination to in-
dicate the success degree of the walking training trial.
Specifically, the training determination unit 210b derives
a training determination by calculating the ratio of the
number of failed walking steps to the total number of walk-
ing steps of the diseased leg or by evaluating the number
of fall avoiding operations by which the harness drive unit
215 has been operated. The overall control unit 210 ends
the series of processing after the training determination
unit 210b displays the results of the determination on the
training monitor 138 and the management monitor 139
through the display control unit 213 in Step S113.
[0199] The walking evaluation unit 210a performs ab-
normal walking determination based on the predeter-
mined abnormal walking criteria. That is, when the walk-
ing motion of the trainee 900 meets one of the abnormal
walking criteria, the walking evaluation unit 210a deter-
mines that the walking motion of the trainee 900 corre-
sponds to the abnormal walking pattern that meets the
abnormal walking criterion. When the walking motion of
the trainee 900 does not meet any one of the abnormal
walking criteria, the walking evaluation unit 210a deter-
mines that the walking motion of the trainee 900 does
not correspond to the abnormal walking patterns that
meet the abnormal walking criteria. The walking training
apparatus 100 records the results of the determination
regarding whether the walking motion of the trainee 900
corresponds to the abnormal walking patterns as the de-
tection data.
[0200] Fig. 19 is a table illustrating the results of the
determination of abnormal walking patterns. As shown
in Fig. 19, the detection data includes, for each step, the
results of the determination indicating whether the walk-
ing motion of the trainee 900 corresponds to seven ab-
normal walking patterns. In Fig. 19, when the walking
motion of the trainee 900 meets an abnormal walking
criterion, it is determined to be NG, which indicates that
the walking motion of the trainee 900 corresponds to the
abnormal walking pattern. On the other hand, when the
walking motion of the trainee 900 does not meet an ab-
normal walking criterion, it is determined to be OK, which
indicates that the walking motion of the trainee 900 does
not correspond to the abnormal walking pattern. As a
matter of course, it is possible that one step may corre-
spond to two or more abnormal walking patterns. While
the number of patterns of the abnormal walking is set to
be seven in the aforementioned description, it may be

smaller than seven or may be eight or more. That is, the
number of patterns of abnormal walking may be any
number that is equal to or larger than one. The walking
training apparatus 100 may store, for each step, the re-
sults of the determination in association with moving im-
ages in which the walking motion is captured.
[0201] The walking training apparatus 100 transmits
the results of the determination indicating whether the
walking motion of the trainee 900 corresponds to the ab-
normal walking patterns as shown in Fig. 19 to the server
500 as detection data. The server 500 collects the results
of the determination indicating whether the walking mo-
tion of the trainee 900 corresponds to the abnormal walk-
ing patterns as a part of the rehabilitation data. The walk-
ing training apparatus 100 is not limited to have a con-
figuration in which it transmits the results of the determi-
nation as the detection data, and may transmit data for
determination (e.g., the distance X1). Then the server
500 may perform abnormal walking determination.
[0202] The control unit 510 performs machine learning
using the results of the determination of the abnormal
walking determination. Specifically, the data generation
unit 510a generates the data set before and after the
timing when the results of the determination of the ab-
normal walking determination have been changed. The
learning unit 510b performs machine learning by the RNN
using the data set before and after the results of the de-
termination are changed.
[0203] For example, according to the results of the de-
termination shown in Fig. 19, it is determined that there
is no walking abnormality in the first and second steps,
the third step corresponds to the walking abnormal pat-
tern 1, and there is no walking abnormality in the fourth
to seventh steps. Further, in the eighth and ninth steps,
the walking abnormal patterns 2 and 7 occur, which are
the same. Therefore, the data generation unit 510a uses
each of the data in the second step, that in the third step,
that in the fourth step, that in the seventh step, and that
in the eighth step as one data set. In other words, since
there is no walking abnormality in the fourth to the sev-
enth steps without any changes, the data generation unit
510a excludes the data in the fifth and the sixth steps
from the learning data set. According to the above con-
figuration, it is possible to prepare a data set in which
there is a great change. Further, since it is possible to
eliminate a data set in which there is a small change, it
is possible to reduce the load of calculation processing.
[0204] Not only in a case in which there is a change in
the detection data, the data generation unit 510a may
generate the data set before and after there is a change
in a setting parameter. When, for example, the training
staff member 901 has changed the setting parameter
such as the assist level in the walking training apparatus
100 during the training of one practice, the overall control
unit 210 records the change in the setting parameter for
each step. For example, as shown in Fig. 20, the overall
control unit 210 may record the value of the setting pa-
rameter for each step.
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[0205] The setting parameters 1-N are parameters that
are different from one another. For example, the setting
parameter 1 is a treadmill speed [km/h] and the setting
parameter 2 is a partial weight-supported amount [%],
etc. The walking training apparatus 100 transmits the set-
ting value of the setting parameter for each step to the
server 500. The server 500 generates the data set before
and after a setting parameter is changed, similar to a
case of the results of the determination of the setting
parameters.
[0206] While the data generation unit 510a generates
one data set for each step in the aforementioned exam-
ple, the data generation unit 510a may compile data of
multiple steps as one data set. For example, the data
generation unit 510a may generate data of multiple steps
as one data set. Alternatively, the data generation unit
510a may use data of one practice as one data set.
[0207] Fig. 21 shows a learning model 5210 according
to this embodiment. Specifically, the learning model 5210
is an RNN that includes an input layer 5211, an interme-
diate layer 5213, and an output layer 5212. The data set
is sequentially input to the input layer 5211 along the time
series. In the learning model 5210, which is the RNN, the
output of the intermediate layer 5213 is input to the in-
termediate layer 5213 again.
[0208] As described above, the data generation unit
510a uses the data before and after the results of the
determination of the abnormal walking determination or
the setting parameters are changed as one data set. Ac-
cording to the above configuration, the learning unit 510b
is able to perform machine learning appropriately. That
is, the data generation unit 510a is able to generate a
trained model with a higher accuracy by simple calcula-
tions.
[0209] The results of the determination of abnormal
walking are included in the rehabilitation data as the de-
tection data. The data generation unit 510a prepares the
detection data indicating the results of the determination
of abnormal walking as the learning data set. The learning
unit 510b performs machine learning using the detection
data indicating the results of the determination of abnor-
mal walking as the learning data set, and generates at
least one of the first and second learning models. The
determination of abnormal walking may be performed by
the walking training apparatus 100 or by the server 500.
Alternatively, a part of the determination of abnormal
walking may be performed by the walking training appa-
ratus 100 or by the server 500. That is, the walking train-
ing apparatus 100 and the server 500, or another
processing apparatus may perform the abnormal walking
determination in cooperation with each other.
[0210] Further, a part or all of the processing in the
server 500 or the walking training apparatus 100 de-
scribed above may be implemented as a computer pro-
gram. Further, the trained model executed by the server
500 or the walking training apparatus 100 can be imple-
mented as a computer program. For example, the server
500 or the walking training apparatus 100 executes the

trained model as the computer program, whereby the
recommended value such as the setting parameter is
output.
[0211] The program can be stored and provided to a
computer using any type of non-transitory computer
readable media. Non-transitory computer readable me-
dia include any type of tangible storage media. Examples
of non-transitory computer readable media include mag-
netic storage media (such as flexible disks, magnetic
tapes, hard disk drives, etc.), optical magnetic storage
media (e.g. magneto-optical disks), CD-ROM (Read On-
ly Memory), CD-R, CD-R/W, and semiconductor memo-
ries (such as mask ROM, PROM (Programmable ROM),
EPROM (Erasable PROM), flash ROM, RAM (Random
Access Memory), etc.). The program may be provided
to a computer using any type of transitory computer read-
able media. Examples of transitory computer readable
media include electric signals, optical signals, and elec-
tromagnetic waves. Transitory computer readable media
can provide the program to a computer through a wired
communication line (e.g. electric wires, and optical fibers)
or a wireless communication line.
[0212] The present disclosure is not limited to the
above embodiments and may be changed as appropriate
without departing from the spirit of the present disclosure.
[0213] From the disclosure thus described, it will be
obvious that the embodiments of the disclosure may be
varied in many ways. Such variations are not to be re-
garded as a departure from the spirit and scope of the
disclosure, and all such modifications as would be obvi-
ous to one skilled in the art are intended for inclusion
within the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A learning system comprising:

a data acquisition unit (520) configured to ac-
quire rehabilitation data from a walking training
apparatus comprising an actuator configured to
assist a walking motion of a trainee (900), a sen-
sor configured to detect data regarding the walk-
ing motion assisted by the actuator, and a con-
trol unit configured to control the actuator in ac-
cordance with a setting parameter;
a data generation unit (510a) configured to gen-
erate the rehabilitation data as learning data, the
rehabilitation data comprising detection data,
which is based on the results of detection by the
sensor, and the setting parameter; and
a learning unit (510b) configured to perform ma-
chine learning using the learning data, thereby
generating a learning model that receives the
detection data and outputs a recommended val-
ue of the setting parameter.

2. The learning system according to Claim 1, wherein
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the learning unit (510b) performs supervised learn-
ing using an actual setting value of the setting pa-
rameter actually set by a training staff member as
teacher data.

3. The learning system according to Claim 1 or 2,
wherein
the sensor is provided to detect a plurality of motion
amounts in the walking motion of the trainee (900),
the walking training system evaluates that the walk-
ing motion corresponds to abnormal walking when
at least one of the motion amounts matches one of
predetermined abnormal walking criteria, and
the rehabilitation data includes detection data indi-
cating the results of the evaluation regarding whether
the walking motion corresponds to the abnormal
walking.

4. The learning system according to any one of Claims
1 to 3, wherein
the rehabilitation data includes trainee data regard-
ing the trainee (900),
the trainee (900) is classified into one of groups in
accordance with the trainee data, and
the learning unit (510b) generates a learning model
for each of the groups.

5. A learning method comprising the steps of:

acquiring rehabilitation data from a walking
training system comprising an actuator config-
ured to assist a motion of a trainee (900) who
performs walking training, a sensor configured
to detect data regarding the walking motion as-
sisted by the actuator, and a control unit (210)
configured to control the actuator in accordance
with a setting parameter;
generating rehabilitation data as learning data,
the rehabilitation data comprising detection da-
ta, which is based on the results of the detection
by the sensor, and a setting parameter regarding
setting of the walking training system; and
performing machine learning using the learning
data, thereby generating a learning model that
receives the detection data and outputs the set-
ting parameter.

6. A program for causing a computer to execute the
learning method according to Claim 5.

7. A trained model for causing a computer to function
so as to output a recommended value of a setting
parameter in a walking training system based on re-
habilitation data for evaluation acquired by the walk-
ing training system,
wherein the trained model is a learning model gen-
erated by the learning system according to any one
of Claims 1 to 4.

8. A walking training system comprising:

an actuator configured to assist a walking motion
of a trainee (900);
a sensor configured to detect data regarding the
walking motion assisted by the actuator;
a control unit (210) configured to control the ac-
tuator in accordance with a setting parameter;
and
a trained model that receives detection data in
accordance with the results of the detection by
the sensor and outputs a recommended value
of the setting parameter.

9. The walking training system according to Claim 8,
wherein
the sensor is provided to detect a plurality of motion
amounts in the walking motion of the trainee (900),
the walking training system determines that the walk-
ing motion corresponds to abnormal walking when
at least one of the motion amounts matches one of
predetermined abnormal walking criteria, and
the detection data includes the results of the evalu-
ation regarding whether the walking motion corre-
sponds to the abnormal walking.

10. The walking training system according to Claim 8 or
9, wherein
the trainee (900) is classified into one of groups in
accordance with trainee data regarding the trainee,
and
the trained models that differ from one another are
set for each of the groups.

11. The walking training system according to Claim 9 or
10, wherein the recommended value of the setting
parameter is updated based on the detection data
sequentially acquired during the training of the train-
ee (900).

12. An operation method of a walking training system
comprising:

an actuator configured to assist a walking motion
of a trainee (900);
a sensor configured to detect data regarding the
walking motion assisted by the actuator; and
a control unit (210) configured to control the ac-
tuator in accordance with a setting parameter,
the operation method comprising the steps of:

acquiring detection data in accordance with
results of the detection by the sensor; and
receiving detection data in accordance with
results of the detection by the sensor and
outputting a recommended value of the set-
ting parameter.
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13. A processing method in a processing system that
can access the trained model according to Claim 7,
comprising outputting the recommended value of the
setting parameter based on the detection data.
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