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(54) LIGHT EMITTING MODULE

(57) A light emitting module (1) comprising a light
guide plate (10) and a light source (20). The light guide
plate (10) has a polygonal shape with a plurality of cor-
ners in a plan view. The light guide plate (10) has a first
primary face (11) which serves as an emission face, a
second primary face (12) opposing the first primary face
(11), and a recessed portion (15) in the second primary
face (12). The light source (20) is disposed in the re-

cessed portion (15). The recessed portion (15) has an
opening on the second primary face (12), and a bottom
face (17) having a polygonal shape in a plan view. The
light source (20) has lateral faces along sides of the bot-
tom face (17) of the recessed portion (15). In a plan view,
diagonal lines connecting opposing corners of the first
primary face (11) intersect with the sides of the bottom
face (17) of the recessed portion (15).
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2019-120060 filed on June 27, 2019,
and Japanese Patent Application No. 2020-064515 filed
on March 31, 2020, the disclosures of which are hereby
incorporated by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a light emitting
module.
[0003] Light emitting modules employing light emitting
elements such as light emitting diodes are widely utilized
as planar light sources, for example, backlights for liquid
crystal displays. For example, in direct-lit liquid crystal
displays in which planar light sources are installed on the
rear surfaces of the liquid crystal panels, there is an in-
creasing demand for thinner planar light sources. In a
configuration in which the distance between the light
source and the emission face of a light guide plate is
short as the planar light source becomes thinner, light is
not fully diffused which tends to cause luminance non-
uniformity and color non-uniformity to occur in the emis-
sion face. See, for example, Japanese Patent Publication
No. 2018-133304.

SUMMARY

[0004] One of the objects of the present disclosure is
to provide a light emitting module in which luminance
non-uniformity and color non-uniformity in the emission
face of the light guide plate may be reduced.
[0005] A light emitting module according to certain em-
bodiment of the present disclosure includes a light guide
plate and a light source. The light guide plate has a po-
lygonal shape with a plurality of corners in a plan view.
The light guide plate has a first primary face which serves
as an emission face, a second primary face opposing the
first primary face, and a recessed portion in the second
primary face. The light source is disposed in the recessed
portion. The recessed portion defines an opening on the
second primary face, and a bottom face having a polyg-
onal shape in a plan view. The light source has lateral
faces along sides of the bottom face of the recessed por-
tion. In a plan view, diagonal lines connecting opposing
corners of the first primary face intersect with the sides
of the bottom face of the recessed portion.
[0006] In accordance with the present disclosure, a
light emitting module in which luminance non-uniformity
and color non-uniformity in the emission face of the light
guide plate may be reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIG. 1 is a schematic top view of a light emitting
module according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line A-A in FIG.
1.
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line B-B in FIG.
1.
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the elements in the
recessed portion of the light guide plate in the light
emitting module according to the embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a schematic view of the interfaces between
the light guide plate and the light transmitting part in
the light emitting module according to the embodi-
ment.
FIG. 6A is a schematic sectional view showing a
method of manufacturing a light emitting module ac-
cording to the embodiment.
FIG. 6B is a schematic sectional view showing a
method of manufacturing a light emitting module ac-
cording to the embodiment.
FIG. 6C is a schematic sectional view showing a
method of manufacturing a light emitting module ac-
cording to the embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a schematic top view of a light emitting
module according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION

[0008] Certain embodiments of the present disclosure
will be explained below with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings. In the drawings, the same elements are
denoted with the same reference numerals.
[0009] FIG. 1 is a schematic top view of a light emitting
module 1 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line A-
A in FIG. 1.
[0010] The light emitting module 1 includes a light
guide plate 10 and a light source 20. The light source 20
may include a light emitting element 21, a phosphor layer
22, and a cover member 23.
[0011] The light guide plate 10 transmits the light emit-
ted by the light source 20. Examples of materials for the
light guide plate 10 include a thermoplastic resin such as
acrylic, polycarbonate, cyclic polyolefin, polyethylene
terephthalate, and polyester, a thermosetting resin such
as epoxy and silicone, and glass. Among these exam-
ples, polycarbonate is preferable due to its highly light
transmissivity and inexpensiveness.
[0012] The light guide plate 10 has a first primary face
11, which serves as the emission face, a second primary
face 12 opposing the first primary face 11, and a recessed
portion 15 created in the second primary face 12. Fur-
thermore, the light guide plate 10 may have lateral faces
13 contiguous with the first primary face 11, and oblique
faces 14 between the lateral faces 13 and the second
primary face 12.
[0013] At least the phosphor layer 22 of the light source
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20 may be disposed in the recessed portion 15 of the
light guide plate 10. The light emitting element 21 may
be disposed on the face of the phosphor layer 22 opposite
the face that opposes the first primary face 11 of the light
guide plate 10. The recessed portion 15 can function as
a positioning part for the light source 20 relative to the
light guide plate 10.
[0014] The light emitting element 21 has a primary
emission face 21b and includes a pair of positive and
negative electrodes 21a on the opposite side of the pri-
mary emission face 21b. The light emitting element 21
has a semiconductor stack structure. The semiconductor
stack structure includes, for example, InxAlyGa1-x-yN
(0≤x, 0≤y, x+y≤1) and can emit blue light.
[0015] The primary emission face 21b of the light emit-
ting element 21 may be adhered to the phosphor layer
22 using, for example, a light transmissive adhesive. In
the example shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the lateral faces
and the electrodes 21a of the light emitting element 21
are positioned outside of the recessed portion 15. Alter-
natively, the light emitting element 21 may be disposed
in the recessed portion 15. A cover member 23 may be
disposed on the lateral faces of the light emitting element
21. The cover member 23 may also be disposed between
the electrodes 21a at the lower face of the light emitting
element 21. The cover member 23 reflects the light emit-
ted by the light emitting element 21 and the phosphor in
the phosphor layer 22. It is made of, for example, a resin
containing a white pigment or the like. Particularly, the
cover member 23 is preferably formed of a silicone resin
containing titanium oxide.
[0016] The phosphor layer 22 may be made of a base
material and a phosphor dispersed in the base material.
For example, an epoxy resin, silicone resin, glass, or the
like may be used as the base material for the phosphor
layer 22. From the light resistance and formability per-
spectives, a silicone resin is preferably used for the base
material.
[0017] The phosphor is excited by the light emitted
from the light emitting element 21, and emits light of a
different wavelength from that of the light emitted by the
light emitting element 21. Examples of usable phosphor
include YAG phosphors, LAG phosphors, β-SiAlON
phosphors, CASN phosphors, KSF-based phosphors,
quantum dot phosphors, and the like. The phosphor layer
22 may contain one or more types of phosphors.
[0018] An optical function part 32 may be disposed on
the first primary face 11 of the light guide plate 10. The
optical function part 32 may be disposed in the position
facing the recessed portion 15 formed in the second pri-
mary face 12. The optical axis of the light emitting element
21 and the optical axis of the optical function part 32
preferably coincide with one another. The optical function
part 32 may have the shape of, for example, an inverted
cone, inverted polygonal pyramid such as inverted quad-
rangular or hexagonal pyramid, inverted frustum, invert-
ed pyramidal frustum, or the like.
[0019] The optical function part 32 may comprise or be

a light transmissive resin, glass, or air layer having a low-
er refractive index than the refractive index of the light
guide plate 10, and may function as a lens to diffuse light
in the extension direction of the first surface of the light
guide plate 10 by refracting the light at the interfaces
between the light guide plate 10 and the optical function
part 32. The light guide plate 10 may alternatively have
a configuration in which a light reflecting material (e.g.,
a metal reflective film or a white resin) is disposed in the
recess having oblique faces, for example.
[0020] The recessed portion 15 may have an opening
on the second primary face 12, and may have a bottom
face 17 located more closely to the first primary face 11
than the second primary face 12. A light scattering layer
31 containing a light scattering agent may be disposed
on the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15. The
light scattering layer 31 may be disposed between the
bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15 and the phos-
phor layer 22. The light scattering layer 31 may scatter
and return downwards a portion of the light emitted
straight up from the light emitting element 21. According-
ly, the area and its vicinity directly above the light source
20 in the first primary face 11 of the light guide plate 10,
which is the emission face of the light emitting module 1,
is less likely to be excessively brighter than the remaining
area. The light scattering layer 31 may be omitted, in
which case the phosphor layer 22 may be disposed di-
rectly on the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15.
[0021] A light transmitting part 60 may be disposed in
the recessed portion 15 and surrounding the light source
(specifically, surrounding the phosphor layer 22 and sur-
rounding of the light scattering layer 31). The light trans-
mitting part 60 may comprise or may be a light transmis-
sive resin part which transmits the light emitted from the
light source 20. The refractive index of the light transmis-
sive resin part may be lower than the refractive index of
the light guide plate 10. The second light transmitting part
60 may be a void or air layer.
[0022] The light guide plate 10 may have oblique faces
14 each forming an obtuse angle and contiguous with
the second primary face 12. The oblique faces 14 and
the second primary face 12 may be covered with a light
reflecting resin part 40.
[0023] The light reflecting resin part 40 reflects the light
emitted by the light source 20 and is formed of, for ex-
ample, a resin containing a white pigment or the like.
Particularly, the light reflecting resin part 40 is preferably
a silicone resin containing titanium oxide.
[0024] The electrodes 21a of the light emitting element
21 are respectively connected to the wirings 52. The light
reflecting resin part 40 may be an insulator and may cover
the lateral faces of the electrodes 21a of the light emitting
element 21.
[0025] The light reflecting resin part 40 may be joined
to a wiring board 50. The wiring board 50 may have an
insulating base 51, wirings 54 disposed on the rear sur-
face of the base 51, and vias 53 penetrating the base 51.
The vias 53 respectively connect the wirings 52 and the
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wirings 54, and the electrodes 21a of the light emitting
element 21 are respectively electrically connected to the
wirings 54 through the wirings 52 and the vias 53.
[0026] Examples of materials for the base 51 of the
wiring board 50 include a resin and a ceramic material.
Examples of materials for the wirings 52 and 54, and the
vias 53 include copper.
[0027] In the description herein, a plan view refers to
a plan view of the first primary face 11 of the light guide
plate 10 as shown in FIG. 1. In such a plan view, the first
primary face 11 has a polygonal shape with multiple cor-
ners 11a, for example, a quadrangular shape or a square
shape with four corners 11a.
[0028] In a plan view, the bottom face 17 of the re-
cessed portion 15 may also have a polygonal shape. For
example, the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15
has four long sides 17a and four short sides 17b which
are shorter than the long sides 17a. Furthermore, the
bottom face 17 may have a corner between a long side
17a and a short side 17b.
[0029] In a plan view, the phosphor layer 22 may be
polygonal. The phosphor layer 22 is, for example, quad-
rangular or square shaped in a plan view and has four
lateral faces 22a. The four lateral faces 22a may be each
along the long sides 17a of the bottom face 17 of the
recessed portion 15. In a plan view, the corners of the
phosphor layer 22 may be positioned to each face the
short sides 17b of the bottom face 17 of the recessed
portion 15.
[0030] In a plan view, the diagonal lines connecting
opposing corners 11a of the first primary face 11 may
intersect with the long sides 17a of the bottom face 17
of the recessed portion 15. Position of the phosphor layer
22 on the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15 may
be determined such that the lateral faces 22a of the phos-
phor layer 22 are along the long sides 17a of the bottom
face 17 of the recessed portion 15.
[0031] The light source 20 having a quadrangular or
square shape in a plan view may be positioned so as to
be rotated 45 degrees relative to the quadrangular or
square-shaped first primary face 11 of the light guide
plate 10, for example, to thereby allow the lateral faces
22a of the phosphor layer 22 also serving as the lateral
surfaces of the light source 20 (specifically, the sides of
the quadrangular or square-shaped phosphor layer 22)
to intersect with the diagonal lines connecting opposing
corners 11a of the first primary face 11 in a plan view. In
a plan view, the corners of the light source 20 (specifi-
cally, the corners of the phosphor layer 22) may be not
positioned on the diagonal lines connecting opposing
corners 11a of the first primary face 11, and may be po-
sitioned so as not to oppose the corners 11a. In a plan
view, the corners of the light source 20 (specifically, the
corners of the phosphor layer 22) may be positioned in
the regions segmented by the diagonal lines connecting
opposing corners 11a of the first primary face 11.
[0032] In the phosphor layer 22, the lateral faces 22a
have larger areas than the corners. Thus, the luminance

of the light exiting from the lateral faces 22a of the phos-
phor layer 22 tends to be higher than the luminance of
the light exiting in diagonal directions.
[0033] In the quadrangular or square-shaped first pri-
mary face 11 of the light guide plate 10, moreover, the
distance between the central portion where the phosphor
layer 22 is disposed and each corner 11a is larger than
the distance between the central portion and each side.
Thus, the light tends not to readily diffuse to the four cor-
ners of the first primary face 11.
[0034] In accordance with the embodiment of the
present disclosure, positioning the phosphor layer 22 rel-
ative to the light guide plate 10 so as to allow the lateral
faces 22 of the phosphor layer 22 to intersect with the
diagonal lines connecting opposing corners 11a of the
first primary face 11 and to face the corners 11a of the
first primary face 11 can facilitate the diffusion of the light
exiting from the phosphor layer 22 to the four corners of
the first primary face 11 of the light guide plate 10. This
may reduce luminance non-uniformity and color non-uni-
formity in the first primary face 11 which is the emission
face of the light emitting module 1.
[0035] FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line B-B
in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the constituent
elements (e.g., the light scattering layer 31, the phosphor
layer 22, and the light transmitting part 60) in the recessed
portion 15 of the light guide plate 10 in the light emitting
module 1 according to the embodiment.
[0036] The shape of the opening 16 of the recessed
portion 15 is, for example, a quadrangular or square, and
the shape of the opening 16 of the recessed portion 15
may differ from the shape of the bottom face 17 of the
recessed portion 15.
[0037] The recessed portion 15 may have oblique fac-
es 18 each being oblique to, and forming an obtuse angle
with, the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15. The
light transmitting part 60 may be in contact with the ob-
lique faces 18 of the recessed portion 15, and may have
oblique faces 61 facing the oblique faces 18 of the re-
cessed portion 15.
[0038] As shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 4, the light trans-
mitting part 60 has an upper face 63 in contact with the
bottom face 17 of the recessed portion 15 and vertical
faces 62 orthogonal to the bottom face 17 of the recessed
portion 15. The vertical faces 62 may be also in contact
with the light guide plate 10.
[0039] Forming the oblique faces 61 in the light trans-
mitting part 60 can increase the area of contact with the
light guide plate 10 as compared to the case in which
only the upper face 63 and the vertical faces 62 are in
contact with the light guide plate 10. In other words, this
can increase the interfaces between the different mate-
rials, whereby the light exiting from the phosphor layer
22 through the light transmitting part 60 likely to enter
into the light guide plate 10.
[0040] In the plan view in FIG. 1, the oblique faces 61
are positioned between the corners 11a of the first pri-
mary face 11 and the lateral faces 22a of the phosphor
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layer 22, while facing the corners 11a of the first primary
face 11. Accordingly, the light from the phosphor layer
22 can be readily diffused to the four corners of the first
primary face 11 of the light guide plate 10 through the
oblique faces 61 of the light transmitting part 60, thereby
reducing luminance non-uniformity and color non-uni-
formity in the first primary face 11.
[0041] FIG. 5 is a schematic view of the interfaces be-
tween the light guide plate 10 and the light transmitting
part 60.
[0042] The refractive index difference between the
light transmitting part 60 and the light guide plate 10 by
virtue of the oblique faces 61 of the light transmissive
part 60 allows the light exiting from the light source 20 to
readily advance in the directions of diffusion. Accordingly,
the area and its vicinity directly above the light source 20
in the first primary face 11 of the light guide plate 10 is
less likely to be excessively brighter than the remaining
area, thereby reducing luminance non-uniformity and
color non-uniformity. Even in the case where the light
transmitting part 60 is configured as a void or air layer,
the refractive index difference from that of the light guide
plate 10 similarly allows the light exiting from the light
source 20 to readily advance in the directions of diffusion.
[0043] FIGS. 6A to 6C are schematic sectional views
showing a method of manufacturing the light emitting
module 1 according to the embodiment.
[0044] As shown in FIG. 6A, a light guide plate 10 is
provided. The light guide plate 10 may be formed by, for
example, injection molding, transfer molding, thermal
transfer, and the like. Forming a recessed portion 19
where an optical function part 32 will be disposed and a
recessed portion 15 where a phosphor layer 22 will be
disposed all at once using a mold can increase the po-
sitioning accuracy between the optical function part 32
and the light emitting element 21.
[0045] As shown in FIG. 6B, for the light transmitting
part 60, a light transmissive resin, for example, is supplied
in the recessed portion 15. The light transmissive resin
may be supplied in the recessed portion 15 in a liquid or
flowable state by using a method such as potting, printing,
spraying, and the like.
[0046] After supplying the light transmitting part 50 to
the recessed portion 15, as shown in FIG. 6C, a light
source 20 together with a light scattering layer 31 is ar-
ranged in the recessed portion 15. The light scattering
layer 31 may be adhered to the bottom face 17 of the
recessed portion 15.
[0047] The light scattering layer 31, the phosphor layer
22, and the light emitting element 21 are supplied in the
recessed portion 15 as one unit in the state of being bond-
ed with one another. At this point, the phosphor layer 22
which is quadrangular or square-shaped in a plan view
is positioned in a self-aligned manner such that the lateral
faces 22a are along the long sides 17a of the bottom face
17 of the recessed portion 15. Accordingly, the light emit-
ting element 21 is also positioned relative to the light
guide plate 10 in a self-aligned manner. Because the

area of the opening 16 of the recessed portion 15 is larger
than the area of the bottom face 17, the light scattering
layer 31 and the phosphor layer 22 can be easily dis-
posed in the recessed portion 15.
[0048] Subsequently, the optical function part 32
shown in FIG. 2 may be provided in the recessed portion
19 on the first primary face 11 side of the light guide plate
10, and a light reflecting resin part 40 may be disposed
to cover the oblique faces 14 and the second primary
face 12 of the light guide plate 10. A wiring board 50 may
be adhered below the light reflecting resin part 40.
[0049] In the light emitting module 1 according to the
embodiment, because the light emitting element 21 is
mounted on the light guide plate 10, but not on the wiring
board 50, the distance between the light guide plate 10
and the light emitting element 21 can be reduced. This
can reduce the thickness of the light emitting module 1.
Such a light emitting module 1 can be used, for example,
as a backlight for a liquid crystal display. The distance
between the liquid crystal panel and the light emitting
module 1 is short in, for example, a direct-lit liquid crystal
display in which the backlight is installed on the rear sur-
face of the liquid crystal panel. Therefore, the luminance
and color non-uniformities in the light emitting module 1
readily affect the luminance and color non-uniformities
of the liquid crystal display. Using such a light emitting
module 1 having reduced luminance and color non-uni-
formities according to the embodiment as the backlight
of a direct-lit liquid crystal display can contribute to re-
duction of the luminance and color non-uniformities of
the liquid crystal display.
[0050] FIG. 7 is a schematic top view of a light emitting
module 100 according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[0051] The light emitting module 100 has a single light
guide plate 10, and a plurality of cells 2 periodically ar-
ranged on the light guide plate 10. Each cell 2 has the
same structure as that of the light emitting module 1 de-
scribed above.
[0052] In other words, the light guide plate 10 is pro-
vided with a plurality of optical function parts 32 on the
first primary face 11 side and a plurality of recessed por-
tions 15 on the second primary face 12 side. In each
recessed portion 15, a light scattering layer 31, a light
source 20, and a light transmitting part 60 are disposed.
[0053] FIG. 7 is a plan view of the first primary face 11
of the light guide plate 10. In the plan view, each cell 2
is formed to have a quadrangular or square shape having
four corners 2a, for example. Each cell 2 may be arranged
such that its sides are along the sides of the first primary
face 11 of the light guide plate 10. In a plan view, the long
sides 17a of the bottom face 17 of the recessed portion
15 and the lateral faces of the light sources 20 (specifi-
cally, the lateral faces 22a of the phosphor layer 22) may
respectively face the corners 2a in each cell 2. The di-
agonal lines connecting opposing corners 2a may inter-
sect with the long sides 17a of the bottom face 17 of the
recessed portion 15 in each cell 2. The diagonal lines
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connecting opposing corners 2a in a cell 2 may intersect
with the lateral faces 22a of the phosphor layer 22 in the
cell 2.
[0054] Accordingly, the light exiting from the phosphor
layer 22 in each cell 2 can readily diffuse to the four cor-
ners of the cell 2. By inhibiting the luminance from con-
centrating in the center in each cell 2 across the entire
first primary face 11, which is the emission face of the
light emitting module 100, the luminance non-uniformity
and color non-uniformity in the emission face of the light
emitting module 100 can be reduced.
[0055] In the foregoing, certain embodiments of the
present disclosure have been explained with reference
to specific examples. The present disclosure, however,
is not limited to these specific examples. All forms imple-
mentable by a person skilled in the art by suitably making
design changes based on any of the embodiments dis-
closed above also fall within the scope of the present
invention so long as they encompass the subject matter
of the present disclosure. Furthermore, various modifi-
cations and alterations within the spirit of the present dis-
closure that could have been made by a person skilled
in the art are also considered as those falling within the
scope of the present disclosure.

Claims

1. A light emitting module comprising:

a light guide plate having a polygonal shape with
a plurality of corners in a plan view, the light
guide plate having a first primary face which
serves as an emission face, a second primary
face opposing the first primary face, and a re-
cessed portion in the second primary face,
a light source disposed in the recessed portion,
wherein
the recessed portion has an opening on the sec-
ond primary face, and a bottom face having a
polygonal shape in a plan view,
the light source has lateral faces along sides of
the bottom face of the recessed portion, and
in a plan view, diagonal lines connecting oppos-
ing corners of the first primary face intersect with
the sides of the bottom face of the recessed por-
tion.

2. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein the diagonal lines connecting opposing cor-
ners of the first primary face intersect with lateral
faces of a phosphor layer.

3. The light emitting module according to any of the
preceding claims, comprising:

a plurality of cells each having a quadrangular
shape and a recessed portion, each including a

light source, the cells periodically arranged on
the light guide plate,
in a plan view, in each of the plurality of cells,
the sides of the bottom face of the recessed por-
tion and the lateral faces of the light source re-
spectively face corners of the cell.

4. The light emitting module according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the recessed portion has
an oblique face being oblique to the bottom face of
the recessed portion, and forming an obtuse angle
with the bottom face of the recessed portion.

5. The light emitting module according to claim 4 further
comprising a light transmitting part disposed in the
recessed portion and surrounding the light source.

6. The light emitting module according to claim 5,
wherein the light transmitting part comprises a light
transmissive resin part.

7. The light emitting module according to claim 6,
wherein a refractive index of the light transmissive
resin part is lower than a refractive index of the light
guide plate.

8. The light emitting module according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein an area of the opening of
the recessed portion is larger than an area of the
bottom face of the recessed portion.

9. The light emitting module according to any of the
preceding claims, further comprising, an optical
function part disposed in the first primary face of the
light guide plate in a position to face the recessed
portion, and having a lower refractive index than a
refractive index of the light guide plate.

10. The light emitting module according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the light source includes
a light emitting element and a phosphor layer ad-
hered to a primary emission face of the light emitting
element.
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