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Description

[0001] This disclosure relates to a "fixed" dose injection
device that may deliver a predetermined dose of medi-
cament from a cartridge preferably through a single nee-
dle, particularly semi-automatically, when a user acti-
vates a trigger. US 2007/0129687 A1 discloses a dose
injection device.
[0002] Multi-use and disposable injection devices are
in common use for the delivery of injected medication.
Such devices are needed so that a user may take repeat-
ed doses of a medication at specific time intervals, for
example rapid acting or basal insulins, GLP-1, heparin,
etc. Conducting repeated injections is both inconvenient
and confusing to some users, especially those users with
visual imparity or cognitive deficiencies.
[0003] Accordingly, there is a strong need to provide
injection devices that are easy to use and that allow a
user to set a predetermined "fixed" dose of a medica-
ment.
[0004] It is an object of this disclosure to provide a novel
injection device, preferably an improved injection device.
[0005] This object is achieved by the subject matter of
the independent claim. Advantageous embodiments and
refinements are the subject matter of the dependent
claims.
[0006] This disclosure facilitates solving the above-de-
scribed problems, for example, by providing a, preferably
semi-automatic, injection device where the user can only
dial predetermined doses of medicament. These and oth-
er advantages will become evident from the following
more detailed description of the invention.
[0007] The claimed subject matter does have various
advantages which, inter alia, will become apparent from
the description below.
[0008] According to an exemplary arrangement the in-
jection device of this disclosure, a fixed dose injection
device, is a multiple use device, meaning that a number
of injections can be administered from the same medi-
cament container or cartridge until that container is emp-
ty. The device may be made as a disposable variant,
where the entire device is discarded once the medica-
ment container is empty, or as a reusable variant, where
the user can discard and replace the empty medicament
container and reuse the device mechanism. For each
separate injection the user may manually attach a new
sterile needle. After the injection this needle may be man-
ually removed and discarded.
[0009] The injection device of this disclosure may be
a "semi-automatic" injection device. This means that the
liquid medication will be delivered automatically through
the needle by the action of stored energy, preferably from
a, e.g. wound, dose spring, within the device. The user,
however, may have to manually insert the needle before
the injection, remove the needle after the injection, and/or
activate the trigger in order to complete the injection. The
user may also have to "recharge" the dose spring be-
tween doses. This may be accomplished as part of the

dose setting procedure. Energy may be stored in the dose
spring during dose setting, which energy may be re-
leased for injecting the dose.
[0010] Using the "fixed" dose mechanism of this dis-
closure it is possible to configure the mechanism where
the fixed dose is anywhere between 0.01 ml to approxi-
mately 0.30 ml (1 insulin unit to about 30 insulin units).
Because the disclosed device delivers only a predeter-
mined fixed dose, the dose dial may have only markings
for the single predetermined fixed dose. No other dose
markings are needed. The user may rotate the dose dial
to the marking for the fixed dose whereupon the dose
dial clicks as a ratchet on the drive shaft engages a gear
tooth on the gear. At this point the dose dial expediently
remains in the "set" position. The user is prevented from
dialing doses smaller than the fixed dose by the action
of the dose spring, i.e. a torsion action. If the user does
not rotate the dose dial sufficiently to engage the dose
dial ratchet, then as soon as the user releases the dose
dial the dose spring will rotate the dose dial back to the
zero unit position. The user may be prevented from dial-
ing larger doses by one or more mechanical stops limiting
the travel of the dose dial.
[0011] The setting of the fixed predetermined dose
may be controlled by the interaction of the gear, the trig-
ger, and the drive shaft, which may be, preferably per-
manently, connected to the dose dial. During dose setting
the gear may be prevented from rotation by the trigger.
The trigger may have a set of teeth on an inner surface
that engages complementary teeth on the outer side of
the gear. The drive shaft preferably has a ratchet arm
that engages one or more limited number of teeth, which
are preferably equally spaced an angle α from each oth-
er. The teeth may be provided on the proximal side and/or
on an inner surface of the gear. Preferably, this angle α
is at least about 20 degrees, most preferably in the range
of about 30 degrees to about 180 degrees. The minimum
end of the preferable range may be determined by the
smallest rotation that can be easily distinguished by the
user so it is clear whether or not a dose has been set.
The maximum end of the preferable range may be de-
termined by the greatest rotation that a user can com-
fortably achieve in one single movement without signifi-
cantly altering their grip during dose setting. For example,
a 120 degrees rotation may be more comfortable for a
user, but 180 degrees is also possible. Furthermore, the
angle α is preferably a divisor of 360 degrees so that the
teeth may be evenly spaced around the inner side of the
gear. In variable dose injectors, each tooth on the inner
side of a gear usually corresponds to one index of the
dose dial, for example, 0.01 ml (1 insulin unit) for a 21
unit configuration or 0.02ml (2 insulin units) for a 42 unit
version. In these non-fixed dose devices, the angle be-
tween the teeth is always less than 16 degrees. This is
in contrast to this disclosure where the angle α is prefer-
ably always greater than about 20 degrees. When dialing
a dose in these prior art devices the user rotates the dose
dial and the drive shaft ratchet clicks over the desired
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number of teeth. In this manner a number of different
doses could be set each time the device is used. This is
preferably not possible in the fixed dose device of this
disclosure, which requires rotation to overcome only a
single tooth to set the same "fixed" predetermined dose
each time the device is used. A rotation which may over-
come more than one tooth is prevented.
[0012] Rotating the dose dial may also store energy,
e.g. torsional energy, within the dose spring. When the
trigger is activated, e.g. pressed, the trigger and the gear
may disengage. Particularly, the teeth on the gear, pref-
erably outer teeth on the gear, may disengage from the
corresponding teeth on the trigger and the gear becomes
free to rotate. The dose spring drives the drive shaft in
rotation, which in turn preferably rotates the gear, partic-
ularly, because the ratchet arm is engaged with teeth of
the gear, preferably inner teeth of the gear. The gear may
have one or more internal threads that are engaged with
one or more external threads of the plunger. The pitch β
of the respective thread, preferably of the threads of the
plunger and/or of the gear, may be selected and matched
so that rotation of the gear, which is expediently con-
strained in the axial direction, will cause the non-rotating
plunger to move axially. Preferably, the angle α and the
pitch β are selected so that the axial advance of the plung-
er is set to a particular value corresponding to the desired
fixed dose. The axial advance of the plunger may be de-
termined by the calculation: 

[0013] More specifically, angle α is preferably in the
range from about 30 degrees to about 180 degrees. The
pitch β of a thread on plunger and/or gear is preferably
from about 1.5mm to about 12mm. Expressed differently,
it is preferred that the ratio of α/β is in the range from
about 10 to about 20 degrees/mm.
[0014] Preferably the limited number of teeth on the
gear that dictate or contribute to the "fixed" predeter-
mined dose are evenly spaced around the circumference
of the gear. The angle α between these teeth preferably
corresponds to the angle that the drive shaft will be ro-
tated when the fixed dose is delivered. For example, if
the gear contains four teeth then the angle α between
them will be 90°. If the drive plunger thread pitch β is 6
mm then a 90° rotation will cause the plunger to advance
by a "fixed" increment of 1.5 mm. By appropriate design
of the number of gear teeth, and the thread pitch β be-
tween the gear and the plunger, the nominal volume of
the fixed dose can be altered. A particular advantage of
devices disclosed herein over prior art devices is that
small doses (for example doses < 0.05ml or 5 insulin
units) can be delivered with improved dose accuracy.
This may be achieved by the combination of large angles
α and small thread pitch β. Large angles of α mean that
any angular error (for example variability due to the man-

ufacturing tolerances , e.g. of either gear or ratchet arm)
represents only a small percentage of the angle α. Com-
bining this with small values of thread pitch β will produce
the small advance of plunger necessary for delivering
small doses. A further advantage of the larger angle of
α is that the, preferably torsional, spring, which will pro-
vide the energy required for automatic dose delivery, is
loaded over a longer movement. This means that the
dialing torque that the user must apply to charge the
spring with a given amount of energy is reduced com-
pared to a device with a smaller value of α.
[0015] As mentioned, if the user fails to rotate the dose
dial by an angle sufficient to engage the ratchet arm of
the drive shaft, then the dose will not be set. The dose
spring will rotate the dose dial and drive shaft back to the
zero unit position of the dose dial. Therefore, it will be
impossible for the user to set any dose below the "fixed
dose" determined by the spacing of the gear teeth. The
fact that the dose dial immediately rotates back to zero
units, rather than remaining at the marker for the fixed
dose, will alert the user to the fact that the dose was not
properly set. This should prevent the user from attempt-
ing to deliver a zero dose. This places an ergonomic limit
on how far the user can be expected to rotate the dose
dial in one movement. Therefore, there is a minimum of
two gear teeth. This would mean that the maximum ro-
tation the user would have to apply would be 180°.
[0016] The maximum dose of the device is limited by
adding features that will limit the rotation of the dose dial
(and hence drive shaft). This rotation limit will be de-
signed to ensure that the user will always be able to dial
the ratchet arm beyond one gear tooth (irrespective of
any manufacturing tolerances) and not beyond a second
tooth. In practice this means that the rotation stop may
be set in the region α to 2α and with sufficient clearance
to ensure that the effect of manufacturing variability does
not take the rotation stop outside of this range. Preferably
the rotation stop will be set towards the lower end of the
range so that the user does not dial significantly beyond
the first gear tooth. A small amount of over rotation is
required in order to guarantee that the ratchet arm will
engage. Therefore, the rotational limit of the dose dial
would be set to an angle slightly greater than the angle
α between the gear teeth. However, this over travel does
not contribute to any dose accuracy error of the pen be-
cause when the user releases the dose dial the dose
spring will immediately rotate the dose dial and drive shaft
back until the ratchet arm contacts the gear tooth. Given
that the trigger is not pressed at this point then the rotation
of the drive shaft does not rotate the gear and hence no
medicament is dispensed. A number of options exist for
adding rotation restricting features, for example features
could be added to the dose dial and the body, or to the
drive shaft and the body.
[0017] The plunger may be prevented from rotation by
features in a reset dial, preferably fingers that engage
flats along the axis of the plunger. Therefore, rotation of
the gear may cause the plunger to advance along its

3 4 



EP 2 536 456 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

threaded connection to the gear and this dispenses liquid
from the medicament container as it moves a piston or
bung in the distal direction. If the trigger is released at
any point during the delivery of the dose a trigger spring
may force the teeth on the trigger to reengage the gear,
preferably to reengage outer teeth on the gear, and cause
delivery to stop. Pressing the trigger again will continue
the delivery, until the dose has been delivered.
[0018] A further advantage of devices disclosed herein
over the prior art is that the trigger and gear may be con-
figured so that the trigger only needs a single activation
to delivery the full "fixed" dose, without requiring the user
to hold the trigger in the activate position. Variable dose
devices usually have a trigger that can re-engage with
the gear at any point that corresponds to a multiple of
the smallest dose that the user can dial and deliver, i.e.
if the inner surface of the gear (which engages the ratchet
arm) has 24 gear teeth then the outer surface of the gear
(which engages the trigger) must also have 24 gear teeth.
Therefore, once the dose delivery has been initiated the
user may release the trigger button at any time during
dose delivery and the delivery will stop. The possibility
of stopping the dose delivery may lead to dose errors
where the user mistakenly or deliberately delivers an in-
complete dose.
[0019] A further embodiment of the proposed fixed
dose device seeks to improve the usability of the device
so that the entire dose is delivered with one push of the
trigger, e.g. a trigger button, irrespective of whether the
trigger is held. This is accomplished by modifying the
trigger mechanism. The teeth of the gear and the trigger
may be replaced by a set of male & female features, e.g.
teeth and grooves, on the gear & trigger. The features
would be equally spaced around the circumference of
the gear and the number of features would match the
number of dose setting teeth of the gear/drive shaft in-
terface. The proposed features would make it impossible
for the trigger to re-engage the gear until the gear has
completed its fixed rotation. Therefore, the user would
press the trigger once to start the delivery, and then the
complete dose would deliver automatically, irrespective
of whether the user holds the trigger or not. Because the
trigger may automatically slide back into place at the end
of the dose, e.g. driven by the trigger spring, the user will
receive visual confirmation that the dose has been fully
delivered. In addition the trigger could be designed to
click when it re-engages the gear, providing audible con-
firmation as well.
[0020] After the medicament container has been emp-
tied the user will be able to reset the plunger to its initial
position and a new medicament container can then be
loaded into the device and the device can be reused.
[0021] A titration pen variant of the fixed dose device
is not an embodiment according to this invention. In this
variant the maximum rotation of the dose is not limited
to allowing the ratchet arm to rotate beyond only one gear
tooth. Instead the maximum rotation is designed to allow
the ratchet arm to rotate beyond multiple gear teeth. This

number of teeth that the ratchet arm may rotate past
would correspond to the number of "titration" doses that
the user desired to set. The titration device may be con-
figured to allow 5 or less, e.g. 3 or less, titration doses to
be set by a user. For example, if the device were designed
such that a 90° rotation of the plunger delivers a dose of
5 units and the gear was designed with 4 gear teeth then
the ratchet arm would engage a gear tooth every 90°.
Setting the maximum rotation of the dose dial to 270°
would enable three different doses to be set by the user:
5 units, 10 units or 15 units. To reach the 15 unit dose
the user would turn the dose dial through 3 clicks of the
drive shaft ratchet, corresponding to 270°. However, un-
like the single fixed dose device this could be achieved
by the user in a number of steps. It is therefore not nec-
essary to limit total rotation to 180° (although each sub
dose dialed should be less than 180°). In the titration
embodiment delivery of doses in between the fixed titra-
tion doses is prevented in a similar manner as preventing
under doses for the fixed dose device. If the user dials a
dose in between the fixed titration doses the dose spring
will rotate the dose dial and the drive shaft back until the
ratchet arm engages at the next gear tooth, correspond-
ing to the next lowest titration dose. The set dose would
be clearly displayed to the user by the dose dial, so it
would be clear that the higher dose had not been set.
[0022] A semi-automatic feature of devices disclosed
herein has certain advantages over known delivery de-
vices that rely on a user’s manual pressing of an injection
button. This creates difficulty or even pain for elderly us-
ers or those with reduced manual dexterity. Also, any
shaking of the hand while pressing the dose button will
cause movement of the device and needle, making the
injection more painful. A semi-automatic device removes
this problem. The user supplies the energy to provide the
injection during the dose setting stage. This may use larg-
er sets of muscles, arms and wrists rather than finger or
thumb power, and should therefore be easier for patients.
Also, the energy is applied before the needle is injected
into the body. Therefore, it does not matter if there is
some movement or shaking of the device.
[0023] In prior known manually driven devices it is pos-
sible that the user does not press the dose dial fully in-
wards and therefore may deliver an under dose. With a
semi-automatic device of this disclosure the full dose is
achieved more consistently. Likewise, dose accuracy in
prior devices that require pressing a manual dose button
can cause the user to not behave consistently where they
will press and hold the button for varying times. Different
button hold times allow different expansion of the bung
or piston, e.g. a rubber bung or a rubber piston, within
the medicament container or cartridge and this has the
potential to create variability between doses. The semi-
automatic feature of devices disclosed herein eliminates
this variable because the dose spring will work independ-
ently of the user, particularly during the injection. There-
fore, the forces applied to the bung or piston of the med-
icament container during dose delivery may be deter-
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mined by the design of the device, irrespective of forces
applied to the trigger button.
[0024] In a disclosed embodiment not forming part of
the invention the injection device is a fixed dose injection
device which comprises a housing and a dose setting/in-
jecting assembly, wherein the dose setting/injecting as-
sembly comprises a rotatable gear having at least two
teeth offset from an each other at an angle α that corre-
sponds to a predetermined fixed dose of medicament,
where the gear wheel is fixed axially in the housing, a
plunger threadedly engaged with the rotatable gear hav-
ing a pitch β that is matched with angle α so that the
plunger moves distally during dose delivery a distance
equal to the predetermined dose, a torsional spring, a
drive shaft, and a trigger connected to the rotatable gear
such that when the trigger is activated the torsional spring
unwinds and causes the gear wheel to rotate through
angle α and to move the plunger distally to deliver the
predetermined fixed dose. In this embodiment a medica-
ment housing may be connected to the housing and may
hold a cartridge of medicament. Furthermore, in this em-
bodiment, the angle α may be from about 20 degrees to
about 180 degrees. Apart from that, in this embodiment
the ratio of α/β may be in the range from about 10 to
about 20 degrees/mm.
[0025] In another disclosed embodiment not forming
part of the invention the injection device is a fixed dose
titration injection device which comprises in combination,
a housing and a dose setting/injecting assembly, wherein
the dose setting/injecting assembly comprises a rotata-
ble gear having at least a first, a second, and a third tooth
offset from an each other at an angle α that corresponds
to a predetermined fixed dose of medicament, where the
gear wheel is fixed axially in the housing, a drive shaft
having a ratchet arm that is configured engage either the
first, the second or the third tooth during dose setting, a
plunger threadedly engaged with the rotatable gear hav-
ing a of pitch β that is matched with angle α so that the
plunger moves distally during dose delivery a distance
equal to one or more multiples of the predetermined dose
a torsional spring, and a trigger connected to the rotatable
gear such that when the trigger is activated the torsional
spring unwinds and causes the gear wheel to rotate
through angle α and to move the plunger distally to deliver
the predetermined fixed dose.
[0026] Features described above or below in connec-
tion with different embodiments may, of course, be com-
bined with features described in connection with other
embodiments or with a combination of such features
even if such a combination is not explicitly described
herein.
[0027] The advantages mentioned above as well as
other advantages of various embodiments of the present
disclosure will become apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art by reading the following detailed description,
with appropriate reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.
[0028] Exemplary embodiments are described herein

with reference to the drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates one possible embodiment of the
"fixed" dose injection device of this disclosure;

Figure 2 illustrates a cross sectional view through
the "fixed" dose injection device of this disclosure
showing a fixed dose stationary gear, the drive shaft,
and ratchet arm engaging one of the four teeth on
the inner surface of the gear; and

Figure 3 illustrates possible embodiments of the
drive shaft, gear and trigger of the dose setting as-
sembly of this disclosure.

[0029] A schematic cross section of one embodiment
of the "fixed" dose injection device 1 of this disclosure is
illustrated in Fig. 1. The device comprises two main as-
semblies; a dose setting/injecting assembly; and a car-
tridge holder 4. The device comprises a body 3. The dose
setting/injecting assembly may be at least partly retained
or housed in body 3. The dose setting and cartridge hold-
er assemblies are similar in design and operation to that
described in U.S. Patent No. 5,104,380 with significant
differences. One significant difference is that the dis-
closed device is configured to allow the user to set only
a fixed, predetermined dose, as opposed to a large
number of different doses. This difference in operation
may result from a novel design of gear 10. This novel
design of the gear is best viewed in Fig. 2.
[0030] A cartridge 23 is retained in the cartridge holder.
A piston 17 may be arranged and movably retained in
the cartridge 23. The cartridge 23 expediently holds a
medicament which is to be dispensed from the device 1.
The piston 17 may seal the medicament within the car-
tridge 23.
[0031] The term "medicament", as used herein, pref-
erably means a pharmaceutical formulation containing
at least one pharmaceutically active compound,
[0032] wherein in one embodiment the pharmaceuti-
cally active compound has a molecular weight up to 1500
Da and/or is a peptide, a proteine, a polysaccharide, a
vaccine, a DNA, a RNA, an enzyme, an antibody, a hor-
mone or an oligonucleotide, or a mixture of the above-
mentioned pharmaceutically active compound,
[0033] wherein in a further embodiment the pharma-
ceutically active compound is useful for the treatment
and/or prophylaxis of diabetes mellitus or complications
associated with diabetes mellitus such as diabetic retin-
opathy, thromboembolism disorders such as deep vein
or pulmonary thromboembolism, acute coronary syn-
drome (ACS), angina, myocardial infarction, cancer,
macular degeneration, inflammation, hay fever, athero-
sclerosis and/or rheumatoid arthritis,
[0034] wherein in a further embodiment the pharma-
ceutically active compound comprises at least one pep-
tide for the treatment and/or prophylaxis of diabetes mel-
litus or complications associated with diabetes mellitus
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such as diabetic retinopathy,
[0035] wherein in a further embodiment the pharma-
ceutically active compound comprises at least one hu-
man insulin or a human insulin analogue or derivative,
glucagon-like peptide (GLP-1) or an analogue or deriv-
ative thereof, or exedin-3 or exedin-4 or an analogue or
derivative of exedin-3 or exedin-4.
[0036] Insulin analogues are for example Gly(A21),
Arg(B31), Arg(B32) human insulin; Lys(B3), Glu(B29)
human insulin; Lys(B28), Pro(B29) human insulin;
Asp(B28) human insulin; human insulin, wherein proline
in position B28 is replaced by Asp, Lys, Leu, Val or Ala
and wherein in position B29 Lys may be replaced by Pro;
Ala(B26) human insulin; Des(B28-B30) human insulin;
Des(B27) human insulin and Des(B30) human insulin.
[0037] Insulin derivates are for example B29-N-myris-
toyl-des(B30) human insulin; B29-N-palmitoyl-des(B30)
human insulin; B29-N-myristoyl human insulin; B29-N-
palmitoyl human insulin; B28-N-myristoyl
LysB28ProB29 human insulin; B28-N-palmitoyl-
LysB28ProB29 human insulin; B30-N-myristoyl-
ThrB29LysB30 human insulin; B30-N-palmitoyl-
ThrB29LysB30 human insulin; B29-N-(N-palmitoyl-Y-
glutamyl)-des(B30) human insulin; B29-N-(N-lithocholyl-
Y-glutamyl)-des(B30) human insulin; B29-N-(ω-carbox-
yheptadecanoyl)-des(B30) human insulin and B29-N-(ω-
carboxyheptadecanoyl) human insulin.
[0038] Exendin-4 for example means Exendin-
4(1-39), a peptide of the sequence H-His-Gly-Glu-Gly-
Thr-Phe-Thr-Ser-Asp-Leu-Ser-Lys-Gln-Met-Glu-Glu-
Glu-Ala-Val-Arg-Leu-Phe-lle-Glu-Trp-Leu-Lys-Asn-Gly-
Gly-Pro-Ser-Ser-Gly-Ala-Pro-Pro-Pro-Ser-NH2.
[0039] Exendin-4 derivatives are for example selected
from the following list of compounds:

H-(Lys)4-des Pro36, des Pro37 Exendin-
4(1-39)-NH2,
H-(Lys)5-des Pro36, des Pro37 Exendin-
4(1-39)-NH2,
des Pro36 [Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [lsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14, IsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Trp(O2)25, IsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14 Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14 Trp(O2)25, IsoAsp28] Exend-
in-4(1-39); or

des Pro36 [Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [IsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14, IsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Trp(O2)25, IsoAsp28] Exendin-4(1-39),
des Pro36 [Met(O)14 Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39),

des Pro36 [Met(O)14 Trp(O2)25, IsoAsp28] Exend-
in-4(1-39),
wherein the group -Lys6-NH2 may be bound to the
C-terminus of the Exendin-4 derivative;

or an Exendin-4 derivative of the sequence
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36 [Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-Lys6-
NH2,
des Asp28 Pro36, Pro37, Pro38Exendin-
4(1-39)-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro38 [Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39)-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Asp28] Ex-
endin-4(1-39)-NH2,
des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Asp28] Ex-
endin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36 [Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39)-Lys6-NH2,
H-des Asp28 Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25] Ex-
endin-4(1-39)-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exen-
din-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Trp(O2)25,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36 [Met(O)14, Asp28] Exendin-
4(1-39)-Lys6-NH2,
des Met(O)14 Asp28 Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 Exendin-
4(1-39)-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-desPro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14, Asp28] Exen-
din-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5 des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-Lys6-des Pro36 [Met(O)14, Trp(O2)25, Asp28]
Exendin-4(1-39)-Lys6-NH2,
H-des Asp28 Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Trp(O2)25] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-NH2,
des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14, Trp(O2)25,
Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
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H-(Lys)6-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-4(S1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2,
H-Asn-(Glu)5-des Pro36, Pro37, Pro38 [Met(O)14,
Trp(O2)25, Asp28] Exendin-4(1-39)-(Lys)6-NH2;

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate of any
one of the afore-mentioned Exedin-4 derivative.
[0040] Hormones are for example hypophysis hor-
mones or hypothalamus hormones or regulatory active
peptides and their antagonists as listed in Rote Liste, ed.
2008, Chapter 50, such as Gonadotropine (Follitropin,
Lutropin, Choriongonadotropin, Menotropin), Somatro-
pine (Somatropin), Desmopressin, Terlipressin, Gona-
dorelin, Triptorelin, Leuprorelin, Buserelin, Nafarelin,
Goserelin.
[0041] A polysaccharide is for example a glu-
cosaminoglycane, a hyaluronic acid, a heparin, a low mo-
lecular weight heparin or an ultra low molecular weight
heparin or a derivative thereof, or a sulphated, e.g. a
poly-sulphated form of the above-mentioned polysac-
charides, and/or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt
thereof. An example of a pharmaceutically acceptable
salt of a poly-sulphated low molecular weight heparin is
enoxaparin sodium.
[0042] Pharmaceutically acceptable salts are for ex-
ample acid addition salts and basic salts. Acid addition
salts are e.g. HCI or HBr salts. Basic salts are e.g. salts
having a cation selected from alkali or alkaline, e.g. Na+,
or K+, or Ca2+, or an ammonium ion
N+(R1)(R2)(R3)(R4), wherein R1 to R4 independently of
each other mean: hydrogen, an optionally substituted C1-
C6-alkyl group, an optionally substituted C2-C6-alkenyl
group, an optionally substituted C6-C10-aryl group, or
an optionally substituted C6-C10-heteroaryl group. Fur-
ther examples of pharmaceutically acceptable salts are
described in "Remington’s Pharmaceutical Sciences" 17.
ed. Alfonso R. Gennaro (Ed.), Mark Publishing Company,
Easton, Pa., U.S.A., 1985 and in Encyclopedia of Phar-
maceutical Technology.
[0043] Pharmaceutically acceptable solvates are for
example hydrates.
[0044] A disposable injection needle assembly (not
shown) is attached to hub 2, which preferably has exter-
nal threads that engage similar pitch threads inside a
female hub on the disposable needle assembly. The set-
ting of the fixed dose within injection device 1 is controlled
by the interaction of the drive shaft 9, which is preferably
permanently connected to dose dial 5, and gear 10, which
is expediently slidably engaged with trigger 6. During
dose setting, gear 10 is prevented from rotation by the
interaction of components on the gear and trigger. Drive
shaft 9 features a ratchet arm 12 (see Fig. 2) that engages
teeth 11 on an inner surface 14 of gear 10. Each tooth
11 is separate by an angle α from the next tooth, shown
in Fig. 2 as 90o. Each tooth of the gear corresponds to
one predetermined fixed dose. By appropriate design of
the number of gear teeth, as described above, and the
thread pitch between the gear and the plunger, the nom-

inal volume of the fixed dose can be altered.
[0045] Movement of the plunger 7 is achieved by en-
ergy stored in a helical torsional spring 18, which is twist-
ed as the dose of medicament to be injected from the
cartridge 23 is set by rotation of dose dial 5. The dose
dial can turn about a graduated sleeve or the drive shaft
and may contain printed graduations that correspond to
the fixed dose. Body 3 can have a lens or one or more
windows (not explicitly shown) through which gradua-
tions on the sleeve or shaft can be read to show that the
fixed dose has been set.
[0046] When dialing a dose the user rotates dose dial
5, which causes the connected drive shaft 9 and ratchet
arm 12 to rotate and click over one of the teeth 11 in gear
10. The user may rotate the dose dial by the angle α or
an angle which is slightly greater than α. The user may
be prevented from rotating the dose dial 5 by 2α by a
rotational stop (not explicitly shown) which may be pro-
vided in the body, for example. Thus, setting of a dose
exceeding the fixed dose may be prevented. In a modi-
fication useful for understanding the invention, instead
of providing a fixed dose device where only one dose
may be dialed, a titration device may be provided as de-
scribed further above, which is designed such that a lim-
ited number, e.g. 5 or less, preferably 3 or less, titration
doses may be dialed by the user. Rotating the dose dial
also stores torsional energy within the corresponding
dose spring 18 that is fastened to the dose dial. This
stored torsional energy is used to automatically deliver
the medicament dose when trigger 6 is pressed or oth-
erwise activated causing the spring 18 to unwind and
returning the dose dial 5 and the drive shaft 9 to the initial
zero position. When the trigger 6 is activated, teeth 16
disengage from teeth 15 on gear 10 and the gear be-
comes free to rotate with drive shaft 9 (see Fig. 3).
[0047] The stored energy of the dose spring 18 drives
the drive shaft 5 in rotation, which in turn rotates the gear
10. The gear 10 has a central threaded opening 22 that
is in threaded engagement with plunger 7. The plunger
is prevented from rotation by features in reset dial 13.
Preferably, the reset dial 13 contains two protrusions (not
shown) that consist of opposed flats that engage two lon-
gitudinal grooves on opposed sides along the length of
the drive plunger 7. When the corresponding cartridge
holder 4 is attached to the body 3, the reset dial 13 is
prevented from rotation relative to the body 3. Thus, when
the cartridge holder 4 is connected to the body 3, rotation
of the drive plunger 7 is prevented. Because the drive
plunger 7 cannot rotate and the gear 10 cannot move
axially, the rotation of the gear 10 causes the drive plung-
er 7 to advance along its thread having pitch β that is
engaged with the thread in gear 10 in an axial distal di-
rection exerting force on piston 17 inside cartridge 23.
This causes the pressure in the cartridge to increase and
liquid medicament is dispensed from the distal end of the
cartridge into an attached needle. The pitch β may be
6mm, for example, resulting in an axial displacement of
the plunger by 1.5mm when the gear is rotated by the
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angle α of 90°. If the trigger 6 is released at any point
during the delivery of the set dose, teeth 15 and 16 will
re-engage stopping the rotation of gear 10 and thus stop-
ping the delivery of medicament. When the trigger 6 is
being held by the user in the activated position a trigger
spring 8 may tend to push the trigger 6 into re-engage-
ment with gear teeth 15 on the outside of the gear 10.
When the trigger 6 is released by the user, the trigger
spring 8 will re-engage trigger and gear. Pressing the
trigger again will continue the delivery until all of the dialed
units have been delivered. The injection of medicament
is complete when the dose dial 5 reaches a rotational
stop (not explicitly shown) with respect to the body 3.
This stop position corresponds to the "zero dose select-
ed" position of the dose dial 5.
[0048] If the user fails to rotate the dose dial by an
angle sufficient to engage the ratchet arm 12 of the drive
shaft 9, then the dose will not be set. The dose spring
will rotate the dose dial and drive shaft back to the zero
unit position of the dose dial. Therefore, it will be impos-
sible for the user to set any dose below the "fixed dose"
determined by the spacing of the gear teeth.
[0049] Upon injection, axial movement of the plunger
7 along the quick pitch thread, which may be provided in
opening 22, accompanies rotation of gear 10 and drive
shaft 9 since the plunger 7 cannot rotate in the reset dial
13. Thus, the plunger is driven into the cartridge, expelling
the fixed dose of medicament from the cartridge. The
injection of medicament is complete when dose dial 5
reaches a rotational stop (not explicitly shown) with re-
spect to the body 3. The stop position corresponds to the
"zero dose selected" position of dose dial 5. When the
dose dial 5 reaches its rotational stop on the pen body,
the plunger remains part-way along the inside of the car-
tridge. The procedure can be repeated until the cartridge
is exhausted, after which the cartridge can be replaced
by removing the cartridge holder from the dose dialing
assembly.
[0050] In some cases, the requirement to hold down
the trigger until the injection is complete may be consid-
ered undesirable and therefore an alternate embodiment
would include a configuration that prevents the trigger
from reengaging with the gears even though the user
releases the trigger. This may, for example, be accom-
plished by including a detent mechanism whereby press-
ing the trigger causes it to bump-over a detent so that it
will remain in the forwards position even if the user re-
leases the trigger, e.g. a trigger button. The detent could
be designed to disengage only when the drive shaft or
dose dial have returned to their initial, zero, positions.
This would enable the complete injection to be delivered
with only a single press of the trigger (without the need
to hold the trigger forwards). A further advantage would
be that the return of the trigger to its initial position would
give the user additional visual and audible feedback to
indicate that the dose is complete.
[0051] Alternatively or additionally, the fixed dose de-
vice may be configured so that the entire dose is delivered

with one push of the trigger 6, e.g. a trigger button, irre-
spective of whether the trigger is held or detented as
described above. This may be accomplished by modify-
ing the trigger mechanism. The teeth 15 of the gear 10
and the teeth 16 of the trigger 6 may be replaced by a
set of male and female features (not explicitly shown),
e.g. teeth and grooves, on the gear 10 and on the trigger
6. The features may be equally spaced around the cir-
cumference of the gear 10. The number of features pref-
erably matches the number of gear teeth 11. These fea-
tures are preferably designed such that it is impossible
for the trigger 6 to re-engage the gear 10 until the gear
has completed its fixed rotation for delivering the fixed
dose. Therefore, the user would press the trigger 6 once
to start the delivery, and then the complete dose may be
delivered automatically, irrespective of whether the user
holds the trigger 6 or not. Because the trigger 6 may
automatically slide back into place at the end of the dose,
e.g. driven by the trigger spring 8, the user will receive
visual confirmation that the dose has been fully delivered.
[0052] The reset dial 13 not only prevents the plunger
from rotation during that movement, but it also acts as a
means for retracting the drive plunger 7 back into the
body 3 thus resetting the device. When the cartridge hold-
er 4 is attached to the body 3 the reset dial 13 is restrained
against rotation in the body 3 by a locking member (not
explicitly shown) fitted into the reset dial 13. When the
cartridge holder 4 is removed the locking member is un-
restrained and allows rotation of the reset dial 13. The
drive plunger 7 may be prevented from rotation relative
to the reset dial 13 by the engagement of reset dial pro-
trusions and drive plunger longitudinal grooves (not ex-
plicitly shown). The drive plunger 7 is threadedly engaged
to the gear 10, which is fixed in rotation relative to the
body 3 by the engagement of gear teeth 15 and trigger
teeth 16. Rotation of the reset dial 13 causes the drive
plunger 7 to rotate which causes it to wind up the thread
in the gear 10, thus retracting the drive plunger 7 back
into the body 3.
[0053] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure have been described. Those skilled in the art will
understand, however, that changes and modifications
may be made to these embodiments without departing
from the scope of the subject matter, which is defined by
the claims.
[0054] Reference numerals

1 injection device
2 hub
3 body
4 cartridge holder
5 dose dial
6 trigger
7 plunger
8 trigger spring
9 drive shaft
10 gear
11 teeth
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12 ratchet arm
13 reset dial
14 inner surface
15 teeth
16 teeth
17 piston
18 dose spring
22 opening
23 cartridge
α angle

Claims

1. A fixed dose injection device (1) comprising the fol-
lowing in combination,

a. a housing (3); and
b. a dose setting and injecting assembly com-
prising,

i. a rotatable gear (10) having at least two
teeth (11) offset from each other at an angle
α that corresponds to only one predeter-
mined fixed dose of medicament, where the
rotatable gear is fixed axially in the housing;
ii. a plunger (7) threadedly engaged with the
rotatable gear having a pitch β that is
matched with angle α so that the plunger
moves distally during dose delivery a dis-
tance corresponding to the only one prede-
termined fixed dose;
iii. a torsional spring (18), and a drive shaft
(9) wherein the torsional spring rotates the
drive shaft back to a zero position if the drive
shaft is rotated by an angle smaller than α
during dose dialing such that dialing doses
smaller than the only one predetermined
fixed dose is prevented;
iv. a trigger (6) connected to the rotatable
gear such that when the trigger is activated
the torsional spring unwinds and causes the
rotatable gear to rotate through angle α and
to move the plunger distally to deliver the
only one predetermined fixed dose; char-
acterized in that
v. a rotation stop that limits the rotation of
the drive shaft (9), allowing a rotation be-
yond one tooth (11) and preventing a rota-
tion beyond more than one tooth of the ro-
tatable gear such that setting a dose ex-
ceeding the only one predetermined fixed
dose is prevented.

2. The injection device of claim 1 wherein a medica-
ment housing (4) is connected to the housing (3) and
holds a cartridge of medicament (23).

3. The injection device of claim 1 or 2 wherein the angle
α is from 20 degrees to 180 degrees.

4. The injection device of claim 1 or 3 wherein the ratio
of α/β is in the range from 10 to 20 degrees/mm.

5. The injection device of any of claims 1 to 4 wherein
the pitch β of a thread on the plunger (7) is from
1.5mm to 12mm.

6. The injection device of any of claims 1 to 5 wherein
the drive shaft comprises a ratchet arm (12) that en-
gages one of the teeth (11) during dose setting.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (1) zur Injektion einer festgelegten Do-
sis, aufweisend Folgendes in Kombination:

a. ein Gehäuse (3) und
b. eine Dosiseinstell- und -injektionsanordnung,
aufweisend:

i. ein drehbares Zahnrad (10) mit zumindest
zwei Zähnen (11), die in einem Winkel α
voneinander versetzt sind, der lediglich ei-
ner vorbestimmten festgelegten Medika-
mentdosis entspricht, wobei das drehbare
Zahnrad in dem Gehäuse axial festgelegt
ist,
ii. einen mit dem drehbaren Zahnrad in Ge-
windeeingriff stehenden Kolben (7) mit ei-
ner Steigung β, die mit Winkel α abgestimmt
ist, so dass sich der Kolben während der
Dosisverabreichung distal über eine Stre-
cke bewegt, die der lediglich einen vorbe-
stimmten festgelegten Dosis entspricht,
iii. eine Torsionsfeder (18) und eine An-
triebswelle (9), wobei die Torsionsfeder die
Antriebswelle zu einer Nullposition zurück-
dreht, wenn die Antriebswelle während der
Dosiswahl um einen Winkel gedreht wird,
der kleiner als α ist, so dass das Wählen
von Dosen, die kleiner als die lediglich eine
vorbestimmte festgelegte Dosis sind, ver-
hindert wird,
iv. einen Auslöser (6), der mit dem drehba-
ren Zahnrad verbunden ist, so dass die Tor-
sionsfeder bei Aktivierung des Auslösers
abgewickelt wird und veranlasst, dass sich
das drehbare Zahnrad um den Winkel α
dreht und den Kolben distal bewegt, um die
lediglich eine vorbestimmte festgelegte Do-
sis zu verabreichen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
v. einen Rotationsanschlag, der die Dre-
hung der Antriebswelle (9) begrenzt und ei-
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ne Drehung über einen Zahn (11) hinaus
gestattet und eine Drehung über mehr als
einen Zahn des drehbaren Zahnrads hinaus
verhindert, so dass das Einstellen einer Do-
sis, die die lediglich eine vorbestimmte fest-
gelegte Dosis überschreitet, verhindert
wird.

2. Injektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei ein
Medikamentgehäuse (4) mit dem Gehäuse (3) ver-
bunden ist und eine Medikamentkartusche (23) hält.

3. Injektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
der Winkel α von 20 Grad bis 180 Grad beträgt.

4. Injektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 3, wobei
das Verhältnis von α/β im Bereich von 10 bis 20
Grad/mm liegt.

5. Injektionsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 4, wobei die Steigung β eines Gewindes an dem
Kolben (7) von 1,5 mm bis 12 mm beträgt.

6. Injektionsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 5, wobei die Antriebswelle einen Ratschenarm
(12) aufweist, der während der Dosiseinstellung in
einen der Zähne (11) einrastet.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’injection à dose fixe (1), comprenant, en
combinaison :

a. un boîtier (3) ; et
b. un ensemble de réglage et d’injection de dose
comprenant :

i. un engrenage rotatif (10) ayant au moins
deux dents (11) décalées l’une de l’autre
suivant un angle α qui correspond à seule-
ment une dose fixe prédéterminée de mé-
dicament, l’engrenage rotatif étant fixé axia-
lement dans le boîtier ;
ii. un plongeur (7) en prise filetée avec l’en-
grenage rotatif ayant un pas β qui corres-
pond à l’angle α de telle sorte que le plon-
geur se déplace dans la direction distale lors
de l’administration de dose sur une distance
correspondant à la seule dose fixe
prédéterminée ;
iii. un ressort de torsion (18) et un arbre d’en-
traînement (9), le ressort de torsion faisant
tourner l’arbre d’entraînement pour le rame-
ner dans une position initiale si l’arbre d’en-
traînement est tourné suivant un angle in-
férieur à α au cours de la sélection de dose
de manière à empêcher la sélection de do-

ses inférieures à la seule dose fixe
prédéterminée ;
iv. une gâchette (6) connectée à l’engrena-
ge rotatif de telle sorte que lorsque la gâ-
chette est activée, le ressort de torsion se
détende et provoque la rotation de l’engre-
nage rotatif suivant un angle α et le dépla-
cement du plongeur dans la direction distale
de manière à administrer la seule dose fixe
prédéterminée ;
caractérisé en ce que
v. une butée de rotation qui limite la rotation
de l’arbre d’entraînement (9), permettant
une rotation au-delà d’une dent (11) et em-
pêchant une rotation au-delà de plus d’une
dent de l’engrenage rotatif, de manière à
empêcher un réglage de dose dépassant la
seule dose fixe prédéterminée.

2. Dispositif d’injection selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel un boîtier de médicament (4) est connecté au
boîtier (3) et contient une cartouche de médicament
(23).

3. Dispositif d’injection selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel l’angle α est compris entre 20 degrés et
180 degrés.

4. Dispositif d’injection selon la revendication 1 ou 3,
dans lequel le rapport α/β est dans une plage de 10
à 20 degrés/mm.

5. Dispositif d’injection selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, dans lequel le pas β d’un filet sur
le plongeur (7) est de 1,5 mm à 12 mm.

6. Dispositif d’injection selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 5, dans lequel l’arbre d’entraîne-
ment comprend un bras à rochet (12) qui vient en
prise avec l’une des dents (11) au cours du réglage
de dose.
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