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(54) Coolable airfoils

(57) A coolable airfoil 10 includes an internal cavity
18, an external wall 12, a plurality of first apertures 20,
and a plurality of second apertures 20. The external wall
12 includes a suction-side portion 14 and a pressure-
side portion 16. The external wall portions 12 extend
chordwise between a leading edge 26 and a trailing
edge 28. The first apertures 20, which are disposed in
the external wall 12 adjacent the trailing edge 28, extend
a distance within the suction-side wall portion 16 and
exit the external wall through the pressure-side wall por-
tion 14. The second apertures 22 extend through the
pressure-side wall portion 14 and exit the pressure-side
wall portion 14 upstream of and in close proximity to the
first apertures 20.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to hollow airfoils in gen-
eral, and to trailing edge cooling hole configurations in
particular.
[0002] In modern axial gas turbine engines, turbine
rotor blades and stator vanes require extensive cooling.
A typical rotor blade or stator vane airfoil includes a ser-
pentine arrangement of passages connected to a cool-
ing air source, such as the compressor. Air bled from
the compressor provides a favorable cooling medium
because its pressure is higher and temperature lower
than the core gas traveling through the turbine; the high-
er pressure forces the compressor air through the pas-
sages within the component and the lower temperature
transfers heat away from the component.
[0003] In conventional airfoils, the cooling air exits the
airfoil via cooling holes disposed, for example, along
both sides of the leading edge or disposed in the pres-
sure-side wall along the trailing edge. Cooling is partic-
ularly critical along the trailing edge, where the airfoil
narrows considerably. Most airfoil designs include a line
of closely packed cooling holes in the exterior surface
of the pressure-side wall, distributed along the entire
span of the airfoil. A relatively small pressure drop
across each of the closely packed holes encourages
cooling air exiting the holes to form a boundary layer of
cooling air (film cooling) aft of the holes that helps cool
and protect the aerodynamically desirable narrow trail-
ing edge.
[0004] Conventional pressure-side trailing edge cool-
ing schemes represent a trade-off between cooling flow
and mechanical durability. The narrow cross-section of
the airfoil makes it impractical to cool the trailing edge
via an internal cavity adjacent the trailing edge. In place
of the cavity it is known to extend diffused cooling holes
through the pressure-side of the external wall upstream
of the trailing edge. The size and number of convention-
al cooling holes reflects the cooling air flow necessary
to cool the trailing edge. The practical size and number
of the cooling holes is limited, however, by the thickness
of the airfoil wall. If the diffused cooling holes are posi-
tioned too close, the airfoil trailing edge becomes unde-
sirably thin and consequently susceptible to mechanical
fatigue. To avoid the fatigue, the diffused cooling holes
are moved forward and spaced apart. Film cooling ef-
fectiveness, however, is inversely related to the distance
traveled by the film.
[0005] In conventional cooling schemes, with diffused
apertures, the apertures are biased toward the pres-
sure-side of the airfoil. Because the suction-side wall ad-
jacent the diffused cooling holes has a constant thick-
ness in a conventional scheme, the cooling holes break
through the pressure-side wall a distance away from the
trailing edge. The diffused geometry of each conven-
tional hole extends aft thereby encouraging cooling air
exiting the cooling holes to form a boundary layer of
cooling air along the pressure-side wall portion. The dis-

tance between the cooling apertures and the trailing
edge is typically great enough such that the trailing edge
region is not appreciably affected by convective cooling
resulting from cooling air traveling through the cooling
apertures. Rather, the trailing edge is dependent on the
efficiency of the boundary layer cooling. A second prob-
lem associated with the above described conventional
trailing edge cooling configuration is that the thickness
of the suction-side wall adjacent the cooling apertures
minimizes the effectiveness of the convective cooling
within the suction-side wall portion. This is particularly
true in the region aft of the cooling apertures.
[0006] What is needed is an airfoil with trailing edge
cooling apparatus with improved cooling and one with
improved resistance to mechanical fatigue.
[0007] According to the invention there is provided a
coolable airfoil having an internal cavity, an external
wall, a plurality of first apertures, and a plurality of sec-
ond apertures. The external wall includes a suction-side
portion and a pressure-side portion. The external wall
portions extend chordwise between a leading edge and
a trailing edge walls. The first apertures, which are dis-
posed in the external wall adjacent the trailing edge, ex-
tend a distance within the suction-side wall portion and
exit the external wall through the pressure-side wall por-
tion. The second apertures extend through the pres-
sure-side wall portion and exit the pressure-side wall
portion upstream of and in close proximity to the first
apertures.
[0008] An advantage of the present invention is that
cooling along the trailing edge is improved. In the
present invention, the first apertures are biased toward
the suction-side wall. The consequent position of the
first apertures provides a suction-side wall portion that
is typically thinner than that of a conventional airfoil, and
an exit position within the pressure-side wall portion that
is closer to the trailing edge than that of a conventional
airfoil. As a result, the first apertures provide better con-
vective cooling within the suction-side wall portion and
better trailing edge cooling. In addition, the shift of the
first apertures toward the suction-side wall portion
leaves more wall material in the pressure-side wall. That
additional material makes it possible to position a row
of second apertures within the pressure-side wall por-
tion upstream of and in close proximity to the first aper-
tures. The row of second apertures provides boundary
layer cooling between the rows of first and second cool-
ing apertures. The cooling air traveling aft of the row of
second cooling apertures also augments the cooling
along the trailing edge.
[0009] Another advantage of the present is that it
avoids the stress risers associated with conventional
trailing edge cooling schemes, and thereby minimizes
the opportunity for mechanical fatigue. In conventional
trailing edge cooling schemes, the cooling apertures are
typically coupled with diffusers which extend aft toward
the trailing edge. The diffusers decrease the amount of
wall material in the narrow trailing edge and conse-
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quently increase the opportunity for mechanical fatigue.
[0010] A preferred embodiment of the invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:
[0011] FIG.1 is a diagrammatic drawing of a rotor
blade.
[0012] FIG.2 is a diagrammatic sectional of an airfoil.
[0013] FIG.3 is an enlarged view of the present inven-
tion trailing edge cooling configuration.
[0014] Although specific forms of the present inven-
tion have been selected for illustration in the drawings,
and the following description is drawn in specific terms
for the purpose of describing these forms of the inven-
tion, the description is not intended to limit the scope of
the invention which is defined in the appended claims.
[0015] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a coolable airfoil
10 for gas turbine engine includes an external wall 12
which includes a pressure-side portion 14 and a suction-
side portion 16, an internal cavity 18 disposed between
the pressure-side and suction-side wall portions 14,16,
a plurality of first cooling apertures 20, and a plurality of
second cooling apertures 22. The internal cavities 18
are connected to a source of cooling air. The pressure-
side and suction-side wall portions 14,16 extend width-
wise 24 between a leading edge 26 and a trailing edge
28, and spanwise 30 between an inner radial platform
32 and an outer radial surface 34. The exemplary airfoil
10 shown in FIG.1 is a portion of a rotor blade having a
root 36 with cooling air inlets 38. An airfoil 10 acting as
a stator vane may also embody the present invention.
FIG.2 shows a cross-section of an airfoil 10 (stator vane
or rotor blade) embodying the present invention, having
a plurality of internal cavities 18, connected to one an-
other in a serpentine manner.
[0016] Referring to FIG.2, the airfoil 10 may be de-
scribed in terms of a chordline 40 and a mean camber
line 42. The chordline 40 extends between the leading
edge 26 and the trailing edge 28. The mean camber line
42 extends between the leading edge 26 and the trailing
edge 28 along a path equidistant between the outer sur-
face 44 of the pressure-side wall portion 14 and the out-
er surface 46 of the suction-side wall portion 16. If the
airfoil 10 is symmetrical about the chordline 40, the
chordline 40 and the mean camber line 42 coincide. If
the airfoil 10 is unsymmetrical about the chordline 40
(as can be seen in FIG.2), the mean camber line 42 in-
tersects the chordline 40 at the leading edge 26 and trail-
ing edge 28, and deviates therebetween.
[0017] Referring to FIG.3, the plurality of first aper-
tures 20 are disposed in the external wall 12 adjacent
the trailing edge 28. In specific terms, the centerline 48
of each first aperture 20 is disposed on the suction-side
of the mean camber line 42 for a portion of the length of
the first aperture 20, and preferably for more than half
of its length. The aperture 20 extends generally parallel
to the surface of the suction side of the airfoil. The aft
portion 50 of each first aperture 20 extends over the
mean camber line 42 and into the pressure-side wall

portion 14, subsequently exiting through the pressure-
side wall portion 14. The plurality of second apertures
22 extend through the pressure-side wall portion 14, ex-
iting the pressure-side wall portion 14 upstream of and
in close proximity to the first apertures 20. In some em-
bodiments, the first and second apertures 20,22 extend
adjacent one another aft of the internal cavity 18.
[0018] In the operation of the airfoil 10, cooling air
within the internal cavity 18 at a pressure higher and
temperature lower than the core gas flow passing the
exterior of the airfoil 10 enters both the first and second
cooling apertures 20,22. Cooling air entering the first ap-
ertures 20 convectively cools the suction-side wall por-
tion 16 adjacent the trailing edge 28. The convective
cooling of the suction-side wall portion 16 is improved
relative to conventional trailing edge cooling schemes
because the first apertures 20 are biased toward the
suction-side wall portion 16 (thereby decreasing the wall
thickness), whereas cooling apertures in conventional
trailing edge cooling schemes are biased toward the
pressure-side wall portion 14 (not shown).
[0019] Biasing the first cooling apertures 20 toward
the suction-side wall portion 16 increases the material
of the pressure-side wall portion 14 relative to the
amount of wall material that would be in the pressure-
side wall portion 14 in a convention trailing edge cooling
scheme. As a result it is possible to position a row of
second apertures 22 upstream of, and in close proximity
to, the row of first apertures 20 exiting the pressure-side
wall portion 14. The cooling air passing through the sec-
ond apertures 22 convectively cools the pressure-side
wall portion 14 surrounding the second apertures 22.
The cooling air exiting the second apertures 22 estab-
lishes film cooling aft of the second apertures 22, in the
region 52 between the rows of first and second aper-
tures 20,22. The combination of the first and second ap-
ertures 20,22 increases the cooling within the pressure-
side and suction-side wall portions 14,16 adjacent the
trailing edge 28, and therefore the ability of the trailing
edge 28 to withstand a harsh thermal environment. In
addition, the combination of the first and second aper-
tures 20,22 avoids the film cooling effectiveness prob-
lem and consequent trailing edge 28 thermal distress.
The positioning of the first apertures 20 in close proxim-
ity to the trailing edge 28 and the upstream cooling aug-
mentation provided via the second apertures 22 pro-
vides improved cooling relative to conventional cooling
schemes.
[0020] As will be apparent to persons skilled in the art,
various modifications and adaptations of the structure
above-described will become readily apparent without
departure from the scope of the invention which is de-
fined in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A coolable airfoil (10) comprising:

3 4



EP 1 013 881 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

an internal cavity (18);
an external wall (12), which includes a suction-
side portion (14) and a pressure-side portion
(16), extending chordwise between a leading
edge (26) and a trailing edge (28);
a plurality of first apertures (20), disposed in
said external wall adjacent said trailing edge
(28), wherein said first apertures (20) extend a
distance within said suction-side wall (16) and
exit said external wall through said pressure-
side wall (14); and
a plurality of second apertures (22), extending
through said pressure-side portion (14) and ex-
iting said pressure-side portion (14) upstream
of and in close proximity to said first apertures
(20).

2. The coolable airfoil (10) according to Claim 1
wherein said airfoil is cambered.

3. The coolable airfoil according to claims 1 or 2
wherein each said first aperture (20) extends a dis-
tance at least equal to half of its length within said
suction-side wall portion.

4. The coolable airfoil according to any preceding
claim wherein said second apertures (22) are dif-
fused such that cooling air exiting said second ap-
ertures (22) establishes film cooling between said
first and second apertures (20,22).

5. The coolable airfoil according to any preceding
claim wherein a portion of each said second aper-
ture (22) extends within said external wall (12) ad-
jacent said first apertures (20).
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