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(54) ELECTRICAL IONIZER FOR AEROSOL CHARGE CONDITIONING AND MEASUREMENT

(57) An apparatus is disclosed for exposing particles
in a gas in order to cause the charge on the particles to
change, the apparatus comprising a chamber with an
inlet for the gas to enter and an outlet for the gas to exit.
The chamber is surrounded by an enclosure with a con-
ductive wall, the wall being held at a ground potential. An
electrode with an exposed tip is in contact with the gas
in the chamber, the electrode being held at a different
potential from the ground potential. The electrode is con-

nected to a source of voltage sufficient to cause a corona
discharge to occur forming ions in the chamber, and cre-
ating a region of space with a high electric field intensity
and another region of space in which the electric field
intensity is lower. The inlet and outlet define a gas flow
path from the inlet to the outlet such that the gas flow
path passes mainly through the region with the lower
electric field intensity.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to an apparatus for conditioning the charge on aerosol particles for size distribution
measurement by differential mobility spectrometry. Specifically, this disclosure relates to an electrical ionizer for gener-
ating positive and negative ions by corona discharge in a gas in order to condition the aerosol particle charge to a desired
degree needed for the measurement. In comparison with other electrical ionizers developed in the past, the present
apparatus offers the simplicity, reliability, ease of use, and accuracy approaching that of traditional radioactive ionizers
used for such purposes. In addition to aerosol measurement by differential mobility spectrometry, the electrical ionizer
can also be used for a variety of other applications where charging or charge conditioning of particles in a gas is an
important consideration and requirement.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Solid and/or liquid particles suspended in a gas are referred to as aerosols, which are present naturally in the
ambient atmosphere or as a result of man-made activities. Method and apparatus for measuring particles suspended
in a gas are important for atmospheric aerosol research and in other scientific and technical disciplines where small
particles suspended in a gas play a significant role.
[0003] An important method to measure the concentration and size distribution of aerosol particles is differential mobility
spectrometry. For such a measurement the aerosol particles, i.e. particles suspended in a gas, must be conditioned in
order to create a specific charge distribution on the particles. Particles not properly charge conditioned will give rise to
erroneous results. The Wide-Range Particle Spectrometer (WPS™) manufactured by MSP Corporation (Product Infor-
mation Bulletin, Model 1000XP, Wide Range Particle Spectrometer, MSP Corporation (2008)) is one such instrument
capable of measuring aerosol size distributions from 0.01 mm to 10 mm in diameter. In this instrument, a sub-range of
aerosol particle size from 0.01 to 0.5 mm is measured by differential mobility or scanning mobility spectrometry. For the
purpose of this disclosure we will refer to both measurement approaches as differential mobility spectrometry, or DMS,
since both are based on the differential mobility measuring principle. Instruments based on differential mobility spec-
trometry are available from several manufacturers. The electrical ionizer described in this disclosure can in principle be
used with any one of these aerosol measuring instruments.
[0004] Traditionally, aerosol charge conditioning for DMS is accomplished by means of a radioactive ionizer. Two
commonly used radioactive ionizers are Krypton 85 and Polonium 210 (B. Y. H. Liu and D. Y. H. Pui, "Electrical Neu-
tralization of Aerosols, " J. Aerosol Sci. 5:465-472 (1974) and B. Y. H. Liu, D. Y. H. Pui and B. Y. Lin, "Aerosol Charge
Neutralization by Radioactive Alpha Source, "Particle Characterization, 3:111-116 (1986)). These radioactive ionizers
make use of high-energy subatomic particles produced by radioactive decay to ionize the gas to form positive and
negative ions needed for charge conditioning. Krypton 85 is a beta emitter, producing high-energy beta particles, i.e.
electrons, by radioactive decay. Polonium 210 is an alpha emitter producing energetic subatomic alpha particles, which
are the nuclei of helium atoms. These energetic sub-atomic particles then collide with gas molecules to form positive
and negative ions for charge conditioning. These sub-atomic particles are much smaller than the size of a single atom,
which is approximately 1.0 A in the case of hydrogen. Alpha and beta particles are considerably smaller than 1.0 A in size.
[0005] In comparison, aerosol particles are considerably larger. An aerosol particle with a diameter of 1.0 nm, which
is 10 A, is considered very small in aerosol studies and is near the lower size limit of particle measurement by DMS.
Aerosol of such a small size is therefore much larger than particles of nuclear physics. Particles of nuclear physics are
very different from the particles of interest in aerosol studies. These two types of particles are not the same and should
be clearly distinguished. For the purpose of this disclosure, unless otherwise noted, the particles of interest are aerosol
particles rather than sub-atomic particles of nuclear physics.
[0006] When gas containing suspended aerosol particles is exposed to energetic sub-atomic particles produced by
radioactive decay, the gas becomes ionized to form positive and negative ions. The gaseous ions then collide with the
suspended aerosol particles to produce a characteristic charge distribution referred to as a Boltzmann distribution (W.C.
Hinds, Aerosol Technology, p. 303, Wiley (1982)),
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where e is the elementary unit of charge, d is the particle diameter, k is Boltzmann’s constant, T is the absolute temperature,
n is the number of elementary units of charge on the particles and fn is the fraction of particles in the aerosol carrying n
elementary units of charge. Table 1 shows the particle charge distribution according to the Boltzmann’s law.
[0007] An aerosol in Boltzmann charge equilibrium will develop a charge distribution with substantially equal concen-
tration of positively and negatively charged particles. The total charge on the particles, i.e. the sum of all positive and
negative charges carried by the particles, is equal to zero. As a result, an aerosol in Boltzmann charge equilibrium has
no overall net charge. Overall the aerosol is electrically neutral while the individual particles in the aerosol may carry a
charge, although not all particles are charged. The conditions needed to produce Boltzmann charge distribution are
discussed in B. Y. H. Liu and D. Y. H. Pui, "Electrical Neutralization of Aerosols, "J. Aerosol Sci. 5:465-472 (1974) and
B. Y. H. Liu, D. Y. H. Pui and B. Y. Lin, "Aerosol Charge Neutralization by Radioactive Alpha Source, "Particle Charac-
terization, 3:111-116 (1986).

[0008] When an aerosol carrying suspended particles are charge-conditioned by flowing the aerosol through a radi-
oactive ionizer under suitable operating conditions, it will emerge from the ionizer carrying the charge distribution shown
in Table 1. This specific charge distribution is then used for size distribution analysis by DMS.
[0009] An electrical ionizer for aerosol charge conditioning and measurement by DMS, therefore, must generate a
charge distribution similar to the Boltzmann charge distribution generated by a radioactive ionizer in order to achieve
accurate measurement results. One difference between radioactive ionizer and electric ionizer is that ionization by sub-
atomic particles produced by radioactive decay occurs in the absence of an external electric field, whereas charge
conditioning by ions generated by corona discharge frequently occurs when there is a significant electric field present.
Not all electrical ionizers are thus capable of charge conditioning an aerosol to a sufficient degree to produce a Boltzmann
distribution. As a result, an electrical ionizer capable of generating a charge distribution similar to the Boltzmann distri-
bution is needed for high accuracy aerosol measurement by DMS. Such an ionizer is now needed because of the
increased regulation on the use of radioactive material, which makes the use of radioactive ionizers less attractive or
convenient for scientific research and technical applications.
[0010] Other developments in electrical ionizers include those described in F. J. Romay, B Y. H. Liu and D.Y. H. Pui,
"A Sonic Jet Corona Ionizer for Electrostatic Discharge and Aerosol Neutralization" Aerosol Sci. Technol, 20: 31-41
(1994) and in U.S. Patent 6,544,484. Both use a DC corona discharge to generate separate streams of positive and
negative ions in clean air, which are then mixed with an aerosol to provide positive and negative ions for charge condi-
tioning. The aerosol is thus diluted, which is a disadvantage in some applications. Both devices have failed to achieve
wide spread acceptance, perhaps as a result of complexity, reliability, and/or cost. Another approach to aerosol charge
neutralization is by means of an AC corona discharge as described by Riebel et al in U.S. Patent 7031133.
[0011] WO-A-2005/039780 discloses a device for charging or adjusting the charge of gas-borne particles into a defined
charge distribution under utilization of corona discharge in the aerosol space.
[0012] WO-A-2006/044725 discloses a method and apparatus for generating charged particles for size measurement
by electrical mobility.

Table 1

(from Hinds, 1982; page 302)

Distribution of Charge on Aerosol Particles at Boltzmann Equilibrium

Particle Diameter Average Charge Percentage of Particles Carrying the Indicated Number of Charges

mm <-3 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 >+3
0.01 0.007 0.3 99.3 0.3
0.02 0.104 5.2 89.6 5.2
0.05 0.411 0.6 19.3 60.2 19.3 0.6
0.10 0.672 0.3 4.4 24.1 42.6 24.1 4.4 0.3
0.20 1.000 0.3 2.3 9.6 22.6 30.1 22.6 9.6 2.3 0.3
0.50 1.64 4.6 6.8 12.1 17.0 19.0 17.0 12.1 6.8 4.6
1.00 2.34 11.8 8.1 10.7 12.7 13.5 12.7 10.7 8.1 11.8
2.00 3.33 20.1 7.4 8.5 9.3 9.5 9.3 8.5 7.4 20.1
5.00 5.28 29.8 5.4 5.8 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.8 5.4 29.8
10.00 7.47 35.4 4.0 4.2 4.2 4.3 4.2 4.2 4.0 35.4
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] This disclosure includes an apparatus for exposing particles in a gas to ions in order to cause a charge on said
particles to change, the apparatus comprising a chamber with an inlet for the gas to enter and an outlet for said gas to
exit. The chamber is surrounded by an enclosure with a conductive wall, the wall being held at a ground potential. An
electrode with an exposed tip is in contact with the gas in the chamber, the electrode being held at a different potential
from the ground potential. The inlet and outlet define a gas flow path from the inlet to the outlet such that the gas flow
path passes mainly through a region of space with a low electric field intensity. The electrode is connected to a course
of voltage sufficient to cause a corona discharge to occur forming ions in the chamber.
[0014] A method is also disclosed for conditioning a charge on particles in the gas to produce substantially equal
concentrations of positively and negatively charged particles and a substantially zero total particle charge in said gas
for aerosol measurements by differential mobility spectrometry, said method comprising causing said gas to flow through
a chamber, the chamber having an inlet for gas to enter and an outlet for gas to exit and includes the gas to flow through
a chamber along a gas flow path that extends from an inlet of the chamber to an outlet of the chamber, and creating an
AC corona discharge within the chamber having a high electric field intensity region and a lower electric field intensity
region with the gas flow from the inlet to the outlet occurring mainly in the lower intensity region thereby creating
substantially equal concentrations of positively and negatively charged particles, and a substantially zero total particle
charge in the gas.
[0015] The chamber may comprise a volume in the approximate range between 6 and 600 cc, and may include flowing
said gas with suspended particles through said chamber at a rate of gas flow to achieve a gas residence time in the
chamber in the approximate range between 0.2 and 20 seconds. An AC voltage may be used to create the AC corona
discharge, said AC voltage having a root-mean-square value in the approximate range between 4000 to 7000 volts,
sufficient to create an AC current with a root-mean-square current in the approximate range between 0.1 and 5 mA.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the system for measuring the concentration and size distribution of aerosol particles
by DMS using the electrical ionizer of the present disclosure in its preferred embodiment as an aerosol charge
conditioner.

FIG. 2 is schematic diagram explaining the operating principle of the ionization chamber of the electrical ionizer in
its preferred embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an electrical ionizer with a spherical ionization chamber.

FIG. 4 is a high-voltage electrode with a small-diameter wire loop on one end to produce ions by corona discharge.

FIG. 5 shows the room air size distribution measured by DMS with a laboratory electrical ionizer operating at 0.67
second residence time compared to measurement made with a Po 210 ionizer.

FIG. 6 shows the room air size distribution measured by DMS with a laboratory electrical ionizer operating at 2.0
second residence time compared to measurement made with a Po 210 ionizer.

FIG. 7 shows measurements made by DMS with an electrical ionizer operating at 0.67 second residence time and
that measured with a Po 210 ionizer for a polystyrene latex (PSL) sphere aerosol with a diameter of 269 nm.

FIG. 8 shows a measurements made by DMS with an electrical ionizer operating at 2.0 second residence time
compared to measurement made with a Po 210 ionizer for a polystyrene latex (PSL) sphere aerosol of 269 nm
diameter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0017] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the system for measuring the concentration and size distribution of aerosol
particles by DMS using the electrical ionizer of the present disclosure as an aerosol charge conditioner. The electrical
ionizer is shown generally at 100 in its preferred embodiment and is comprised of a housing, 30, which is electrically
conductive and grounded, to provide an enclosure around the ionization chamber 110 whose walls are thus also con-
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ductive and grounded. Ionization chamber 110 has an inlet, 130, for the aerosol to enter and an outlet, 140, for the
aerosol to exit. A high voltage electrode, 10, is held by insulator 20 and placed in the ionization chamber with an exposed
electrode tip, 15, near one wall, 120, of the enclosure. The tip is exposed to the aerosol flowing through the ionization
chamber carrying suspended particles for charge conditioning. The electrode is placed in a position close to the surface
of wall 120 of the ionization chamber but separated from it by a sufficient distance so that a suitably high voltage applied
to the electrode will cause a stable corona discharge to develop without arcing. A DC voltage of an appropriate polarity
can be used to generate a DC corona of either a positive or a negative polarity for aerosol charging. An AC voltage can
be used to create an AC corona discharge thus generating both positive and negatively charged ions in the ionization
chamber for charge conditioning for DMS.
[0018] Aerosol for charge conditioning and measurement by DMS comes from source 150, which can be an aerosol
in the ambient atmosphere for measurement by DMS for concentration and size distribution analysis. It can be an aerosol
generated for laboratory research in which the aerosol size distribution is to be measured by DMS. The aerosol can also
be generated by a specific process or for a specific purpose, in an industrial setting, where knowledge about the aerosol
size distribution is important. In all cases, aerosol size distribution analysis by DMS can be made with the system shown
in FIG. 1.
[0019] Aerosol from source 150 in FIG. 1 first flows through electrical ionizer 100 at a specific rate of flow, Q1, and
under conditions that will insure a charge distribution similar to that of a Boltzmann distribution will develop. A measuring
instrument 160 for size distribution analysis by DMS then samples the aerosol at a rate of flow, Q2, required for the
measurement. If Ql is larger than Q2, the excess, Q3=Q1 - Q2, will be discharged as waste as shown. If Q1 is smaller
than Q2, additional clean gas from source 170 can be introduced at a rate of flow Q4 to mix with the aerosol to provide
a mixture having a total flow rate Q1+Q4 that is equal to or larger than the flow rate Q2. The excess, Q3=Q1 + Q4 - Q2,
if any, can be discharged as waste as shown in FIG. 1.
[0020] The operating principle of the electrical ionizer 100 is explained with the aid of FIG. 2. With the exposed high
voltage electrode tip 15 being placed in a position near the surface 120 of one wall of the enclosure, an electric field will
develop in the chamber. The electric field can be depicted by electric field lines, some of which are shown in FIG. 2.
Electric field lines, 50, 52, 54, 60, 62, and 64, emanate from the tip 15 and terminate on the nearby wall surface 120,
whereas field lines 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78 also emanate from the same high-voltage tip 15 but terminate on wall surfaces
that are farther away. The depicted field lines, including lines 52, 54, 60, 62, 64 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78, all begin with an
electrical potential equal to the potential, i.e. the voltage on the high-voltage electrode 10 at the tip 15, and end on the
same grounded surface of the enclosure which is grounded and at a potential of 0 volt. The potential gradient, which is
the rate of change of the electrical potential per unit length along an electric field line, is thus higher along the shorter
electric field lines, 50, 52, 54, 60, 62 and 64, than along the longer electric field lines, 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78. The electric
field intensity is the gradient of the electrical potential. Therefore, it is higher along the shorter electric field lines that
terminate on the near-wall surface 120 adjacent to the electrode tip 15, than along those that terminate on surfaces of
enclosure 30 that are farther away.
[0021] When gaseous ions are generated by a corona discharge in the region of space adjacent to the electrode tip
15, the ions will flow along the electric field lines at a velocity in proportion to the electric field intensity. The velocity of
ions, which is referred to as the drift velocity, will thus be higher along the electric field lines with a high electric field
intensity, and lower along the longer electric field lines with a lower electric field intensity. By creating two separate
streams of ions, one flowing at a high velocity toward the near wall, i.e. wall near the high voltage electrode, and another
flowing at a lower velocity toward the far wall, we have created two separate regions of space in the ionization chamber,
in which one region on the average has a lower electric field intensity than the other. The region with a high electric field,
i.e. electric field intensity, is the region of space below the boundary electric field lines 54 and 64, while the low electric
field region is the region above these boundary field lines 54 and 64.
[0022] When using the ionization chamber depicted in FIG. 2 for charge conditioning of aerosol particles for DMS, it
is important that charge-conditioning takes place mainly in the low field region, above the region of space in the vicinity
of electric field lines 50, 52, 54, 60, 62, and 64 where the electric field is high. When the aerosol is introduced into the
ionization chamber through inlet 130, its nominal flow path is the line 135 connecting the inlet 130 with the outlet 140.
It is important that this flow path does not pass through the high field region surrounding the electrode tip and adjacent
to surface 120, but mainly through the low field region above it.
[0023] The ionization chamber depicted in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 can be a rectangular chamber with opposite walls that
are parallel to each other. It can also depict a cylindrical chamber with parallel walls on the top and bottom separated
by a circular cylinder or a cylinder with other cross sectional shapes such as the shape of an ellipse, a polygon, among
others. The design approach described above in this disclosure is suitable for all of these ionization chamber cross-
sectional shapes. In addition, the ionization chamber can have a curved wall such as the curved surface formed by a
sphere, as depicted in FIG. 3. In FIG. 3 like reference characters are used to refer to like elements of the system as in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, including the electrical ionizer, 100, the inlet 130 and the outlet 140 for the ionization chamber 110,
the aerosol flow path 135, the high voltage electrode 10, its tip 15, and the insulating support 20. The outer most electric
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field lines 54 and 64 in the vicinity of the electrode 10 are also similarly identified. All of these parts have a similar function
and are similarly identified for simplicity and clarity, in spite of the different ionization chamber shape used, which is a
sphere in FIG. 3 and a rectangular or a cylindrical shaped chamber in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.
[0024] FIG. 4 shows another approach of electrode design. Again like parts are like identified. In this design, electrode
10 is held in an insulating support 20, topped by a tip 15 in the form of small wire loop, or a short length of a wire held
mechanically at the top of electrode 10. The radius of curvature of the needle electrode shown in FIGS. 1-3 and the
radius of the wire electrode tip 15 have a substantial influence on the voltage needed to start and sustain a corona
discharge from the electrode. Generally, the smaller the radius of curvature of the tip or the radius of the wire, the lower
will be the voltage needed to start and maintain a stable corona discharge. A sharp pointed or tapered tip is preferred.
High discharge voltage will cause a greater rate of erosion by ion bombardment of the electrode tip, thus making it
necessary to replace the electrode at frequent intervals. For practical purposes, a voltage in the range between 4000
to 7000 volts is considered the most appropriate for operating a high voltage electrode in the present disclosure. The
voltage can be a DC voltage in this range, or an rms, i.e. root-mean-square AC voltage in this range.
[0025] The corona current flow from the high voltage electrode to the grounded electrode nearby also has an effect
on the performance of the electrical ionizer. A high ionization current will generally lead to more rapid charge conditioning,
and a low ionization current will require keeping the aerosol flow through the ionizer at a sufficiently low flow rate to
insure the desired charge distribution similar to that of a Boltzmann distribution will indeed develop. This, however, can
lead to greater undesired particle loss by electrostatic deposition in the ionization chamber. Such a loss is undesirable
because it would lead to reduced measurement accuracy for DMS measurement. The most appropriate range of corona
ion flow is in the range between 0.1 and 5 mA in rms AC current flow for proper charge conditioning for DMS aerosol
measurement. In the case where a DC corona discharge is needed for creating a unipolar charge, i.e. charge of the
same electrical polarity, either a positive or a negative polarity, the required DC current is also generally in the same 0.1
to 5mA range.
[0026] In practical applications, it is also important to design the electrical ionizer suitable for different rate of aerosol
flow needed by different applications. Too high of an aerosol flow rate or too small an ionization chamber volume will
lead to incomplete charging or charge conditioning of the aerosol. Too large an ionization chamber or too low an aerosol
flow rate through the ionization chamber will lead to greater losses of particles in the chamber, which is also undesirable.
For the purpose of this disclosure, the most appropriate range is a range where the nominal residence time of the aerosol
flow in the chamber, which is the ratio of chamber volume to the volumetric aerosol flow rate is within an appropriate
range. An aerosol flow rate of 20 cubic centimeter per second through an ionization chamber having a 40 cubic centimeter
volume will result in a nominal residence time of 40/20 = 2 seconds. The most appropriate residence time for designing
ionization chambers is between 0.2 and 20 seconds.
[0027] Different application also requires different ionization chamber sizes. For charging and charge conditioning
purposes for DMS, the ionization chamber is generally in the range between 6 to 600 cubic centimeters in total volume.
[0028] The above approach to designing electrical ionizers for aerosol charging and charge conditioning for laboratory
aerosol studies and aerosol size analysis by DMS is generally adequate for most applications. A similar approach can
be used to design electrical ionizers for other applications where accuracy of charging and charge conditioning are
important, and where the loss of particles in flowing through the ionizer is also an important consideration. For those
skilled in the art of aerosol measurement, it will become clear that the specific approach described in this disclosure can
also be used to design electrical ionizers for those applications where the end applications may be different, but the
factors affecting the acceptance of the electrical ionizer are similar or substantially the same. Further discussion of the
application of the approach described in this disclosure for other applications, therefore, will not be made further.
[0029] FIGS. 5-8 compare laboratory measurement made on two aerosols by differential mobility spectrometry (DMS):
(1) a laboratory room air aerosol and (2) aerosol with uniform sized particles of polystyrene latex sphere of 269 nm
generated in the laboratory. In both cases the measurement was made with an electrical ionizer operating at a residence
time of 2.0 seconds and a residence time of 0.67. Similar measurement was also made with a conventional Po 210
radioactive ionizer.
[0030] Results in FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 show that qualitative agreement is achieved with an electric ionizer operating at
2.0 second with that measured with a Po 210 radio-active ionizer, while a quantitative agreement is achieved when the
electrical ionizer is operated at a residence time of 0.67 seconds. Similar results are achieved as shown FIG. 7 and FIG.
8 for the case of polystyrene latex (PSL) aerosol containing uniform sized 269 nm PSL spheres.
[0031] These and other laboratory studies we have made show that the specific approach described in this disclosure
to designing electrical ionizer for aerosol charge conditioning and measurement by DMS will lead to accurate measure-
ment results. The approach can also be used for other applications where charging or charge-conditioning of aerosols
are important.
[0032] Although the present invention has been described with reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled
in the art will recognize that changes may be made in form and detail without departing from the scope of the invention.
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Claims

1. An apparatus for exposing particles in a gas to ions in order to cause a charge on said particles to change, said
apparatus comprising:

a chamber (110) with an inlet (130) for said gas to enter and an outlet (140) for said gas to exit, said chamber
(110) being surrounded by an enclosure (30) with a conductive wall (120), said conductive wall (120) being held
at a ground potential;
a nominal gas flow path (135) along a line connecting the centre of said inlet (130) with the centre of said outlet
(140);
an electrode (10) with an exposed tip (15) in contact with said gas in said chamber (110) and being placed
adjacent to a first, near section of said conductive wall (120), wherein said electrode (10) is held at a different
potential than said conductive wall (120) and an electric field is developed in said chamber (110), said electrode
(10) being connected to a source of voltage sufficient to cause a corona discharge to occur forming ions in said
chamber (110);
characterized in that:

said electric field has a potential gradient having an electric field intensity in a second region of said chamber
(110) adjacent a second section of said conductive wall (120) located furthest away from said exposed tip
(15), which is lower than in a first region of said chamber (110) adjacent said exposed tip (15) and said first
section of said conductive wall (120); and
said nominal gas flow path (135) is closer to said second section of said conductive wall (120) than said
first section of said conductive wall (120) and passes through said second region between said exposed
tip (15) and said second section of said conductive wall (120).

2. An apparatus for exposing particles in a gas to ions in order to cause a charge on said particles to change, said
apparatus comprising:

a chamber (110) with an inlet (130) for said gas to enter and an outlet (140) for said gas to exit, said chamber
(110) being surrounded by an enclosure (30) with a conductive wall (120), said conductive wall (120) being held
at a ground potential;
a gas flow path (135) from said inlet (130) to said outlet (140);
an electrode (10) with an exposed tip (15) in contact with said gas in said chamber (110) and being placed
adjacent to a first, near section of said conductive wall (120), wherein said electrode (10) is held at a different
potential than said conductive wall (120) and an electric field is developed in said chamber (110), said electrode
(10) being connected to a source of voltage sufficient to cause a corona discharge to occur forming ions in said
chamber (110);
characterized in that:

said electric field has a potential gradient having an electric field intensity in a first region of said chamber
(110) having a second, far section of said conductive wall (120) located away from and further from said
exposed tip (15) than said near section of said conductive wall (120), which is lower than a second region
of said chamber (110) existing between said exposed tip (15) and said near section of said conductive wall
(120); and
said gas flow path (135) is closer to said far section of said conductive wall (120) than said near section of
said conductive wall (120) and passes mainly through said first region between said exposed tip (15) and
said far section of said conductive wall (120).

3. An apparatus for exposing particles in a gas to ions in order to cause a charge on said particles to change, said
apparatus comprising:

a chamber (110) with an inlet (130) for said gas to enter and an outlet (140) for said gas to exit, said chamber
(110) being surrounded by an enclosure (30) with a conductive wall (120), said conductive wall (120) being held
at a ground potential;
an electrode (10) with an exposed tip (15) in contact with said gas in said chamber (110), said electrode (10)
being held at a different potential than said conductive wall (120), with said exposed tip (15) placed adjacent to
one section of said conductive wall (120);
said inlet (130) and said outlet (140) defining a gas flow path (135) from said inlet (130) to said outlet (140) such
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that said gas flow path passes between said exposed electrode tip (15) and a section of said conductive wall
(120) further from said electrode tip (15); and
said electrode (10) being connected to a source of voltage sufficient to cause a corona discharge to occur
forming ions in said chamber (110).

4. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said electrode (10) comprises a needle electrode with a sharp
tip (15).

5. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said electrode (10) comprises a wire electrode with a length
of wire attached to said electrode (10), said wire tip having a substantially uniform diameter.

4. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said chamber (110) comprises a total interior volume in the
range between 6 and 600 cc.

5. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said voltage source comprises a source of DC voltage capable
of providing a DC voltage in the range between 4000 to 7000 volts and sufficient to produce a DC current in the
range of 0.1 to 5 mA.

6. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said voltage source comprises a source of AC voltage capable
of providing an AC voltage in the range between 4000 and 7000 volts in root-mean-square, i.e. rms value, and
sufficient to produce a rms AC current in the range of 0.1 to 5 mA.

7. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said chamber (110) comprises a volume in the range between
6 and 600 cc.

8. A method for conditioning a charge on particles in the gas to produce substantially equal concentrations of
positively and negatively charged particles and a substantially zero total particle charge in said gas for aerosol
measurements by differential mobility spectrometry, said method comprising:

causing said gas to flow through a chamber, the chamber having an inlet for gas to enter and an outlet for gas
to exit and includes the gas to flow through a chamber along a gas flow path that extends from an inlet of the
chamber to an outlet of the chamber, and
creating an AC corona discharge within the chamber having a high electric field intensity region and a lower
electric field intensity region with the gas flow from the inlet to the outlet occurring mainly in the lower intensity
region, thereby creating substantially equal concentrations of positively and negatively charged particles, and
a substantially zero total particle charge in the gas.



EP 3 766 585 A1

9



EP 3 766 585 A1

10



EP 3 766 585 A1

11



EP 3 766 585 A1

12



EP 3 766 585 A1

13



EP 3 766 585 A1

14



EP 3 766 585 A1

15



EP 3 766 585 A1

16



EP 3 766 585 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 766 585 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 766 585 A1

19

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 6544484 B [0010]
• US 7031133 B, Riebel [0010]

• WO 2005039780 A [0011]
• WO 2006044725 A [0012]

Non-patent literature cited in the description

• B. Y. H. LIU ; D. Y. H. PUI. Electrical Neutralization
of Aerosols. J. Aerosol Sci., 1974, vol. 5, 465-472
[0004] [0007]

• B. Y. H. LIU ; D. Y. H. PUI ; B. Y. LIN. Aerosol Charge
Neutralization by Radioactive Alpha Source. Particle
Characterization, 1986, vol. 3, 111-116 [0004] [0007]

• W.C. HINDS. Aerosol Technology. Wiley, 1982, 303
[0006]

• F. J. ROMAY ; B Y. H. LIU ; D.Y. H. PUI. A Sonic Jet
Corona Ionizer for Electrostatic Discharge and Aer-
osol Neutralization. Aerosol Sci. Technol, 1994, vol.
20, 31-41 [0010]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

