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(54) Method and apparatus for warning of driving on a potentially dangerous road surface

(57) A method of warning a vehicle driver when the
vehicle may be driving on a potentially hazardous road
surface, the vehicle having a wheel or wheels (W1-W4)
at front left and right and rear left and right positions on
the vehicle, comprising repeating the steps of measur-
ing the instantaneous speed of the wheel or wheels
(W1-W4) at each of the four positions, calculating the
ratio (RL) of the speeds of the wheels on the left

(W1,W3) and the ratio (RR) of the speeds of the wheels
on the right (W2,W4) and deriving and storing the differ-
ence (DIFF) between these ratios, comparing the cur-
rent difference with the previously stored difference and
in the event that the absolute value (DELDIFF) of the
comparison between the differences exceeds a prede-
termined value (TRIG) issuing an alarm to the driver that
the road surface may have varying frictional character-
istics.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a method and
apparatus for warning a vehicle driver of a potentially
dangerous road surface.
[0002] A good road surface in the context of the
present invention is one that has good- frictional char-
acteristics with the rubbers of tyre treads and further-
more one which has consistent or unvarying frictional
characteristics over its surface
[0003] In contrast a poor road surface is one which
has inconsistent or varying frictional characteristics hav-
ing areas of lower friction such as may be due to a var-
iable composition or loose surface or the presence of
pools of water, patches of mud or ice or spillages of oil.
Under many conditions such as in the dark or in the pres-
ence of black ice drivers may be completely ignorant of
the quality of the road surface on which they are travel-
ling. Such poor road surfaces are potentially hazardous
for drivers in that they may present different levels of
friction to different wheels of the vehicle rendering the
response of the vehicle unpredictable.
[0004] It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a system comprising method and apparatus to
warn the vehicle driver of such potentially dangerous
road surfaces.
[0005] According to a first aspect of the invention
there is provided a method of warning a vehicle driver
when the vehicle may be driving on a potentially haz-
ardous road surface, the vehicle having a wheel or
wheels at front left and right and rear left and right po-
sitions on the vehicle, comprising repeating the steps of
measuring the instantaneous speed of the wheel or
wheels at each of the four positions, calculating the ratio
of the speeds of the wheels on the left and the ratio of
the speeds of the wheels on the right and deriving and
storing the difference between these ratios, comparing
the current difference with the previously stored differ-
ence and in the event that the absolute value of the com-
parison between the differences exceeds a predeter-
mined value issuing an alarm to the driver that the road
surface may have varying frictional characteristics.
[0006] Preferably the steps of measuring, calculating,
deriving, storing and comparing are repeated at least
every second .
[0007] The wheel speeds may be measured by
means of signals provided by pulse generators provided
at each wheel such as are frequently used in electronic
anti-lock braking systems fitted to many modern vehi-
cles
[0008] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided an apparatus for warning a vehicle
driver when the vehicle may be driving on a potentially
hazardous road surface, the vehicle having a wheel or
wheels at front left and right and rear left and right po-
sitions on the vehicle, comprising means for measuring
the instantaneous speed of the wheel or wheels at each
of the four positions, means for calculating the ratio of

the speeds of the wheels on the left and the ratio of the
speeds of the wheels on the right, means for deriving
and storing the difference between these ratios, means
for comparing the current difference with the previously
stored difference and means for issuing an alarm to the
driver that the road surface may have varying frictional
characteristics in the event that the absolute value of the
comparison between the differences exceeds a prede-
termined value.
[0009] Further aspects of the Invention will become
apparent from the following description by way of exam-
ple only of an embodiment in conjunction with the fol-
lowing drawings in which:-

Figure 1 shows a schematic diagram of a four
wheeled vehicle; and
Figure 2 shows a schematic diagram of an appara-
tus according to the present invention.

[0010] Shown in Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a
vehicle having a left side front wheel W1 and a right side
front wheel W2 provided at either end of a front steering
axle and a left side rear wheel W3 and right side rear
wheel W4 at either end of a rear axle.
[0011] In accordance with the invention each of the
wheels W1-W4 is provided with a wheel speed sensor
(not shown) which provides an output signal respective-
ly having a magnitude proportional to the speed of the
wheel.
[0012] According to the invention the wheel speeds
are repeatedly sampled and four wheel speed values
S1-S4, representing the instantaneous speed of the four
wheels W1-W4 respectively, are taken to an arithmetic
processing unit 5 as shown in Figure 2.
[0013] Using the speed values the arithmetic process-
ing unit 5 calculates the ratio of the speeds of the wheels
on the left of the vehicle and similarly the ratio of those
on the right. In a preferred embodiment the system cal-
culates the ratios RL and RR of the front to rear wheels,
i.e. RL=S1/S3 and RR=S2/S4.
[0014] The arithmetic processing unit then derives the
difference DIFF between the two ratios, i.e. DIFF = RL
- RR or DIFF = RR - RL, and then stores this current
value.
[0015] The whole procedure of sampling the wheel
speeds, calculating the ratios of left and right wheel
speed values, deriving the difference between left and
right ratios and storing this new difference value is then
repeated.
[0016] According to the invention the most recent dif-
ference value is compared with the previously stored dif-
ference value and in the event that the absolute magni-
tude of this difference DELDIFF between the differences
DIFF exceeds a predetermined value TRIG the system
instructs an alarm to be issued by an alarm unit 6. Thus
the driver of the vehicle is alerted that the wheels on
either side of the vehicle may be running on surfaces of
differing frictional characteristics.
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[0017] In a preferred embodiment of the invention the
predetermined value TRIG lies in the range 0.001 to
0.01, and most preferably the value is 0.0035. This value
has been shown to provide a warning to the driver of
many different road surface conditions including shallow
surface water.
[0018] It has been found that if the value of TRIG used
is less than 0.001 then the system warns unnecessarily
whereas if a value in excess of 0.01 is used then dan-
gerous road conditions are overlooked.
[0019] Whether or not an alarm is issued, the system
of the invention continues to repeat the above procedure
replacing the previously stored DIFF value with the new-
ly derived value in readiness for the next comparison.
[0020] Whilst the above described procedure may be
repeated with varying frequency is preferable that it is
repeated regularly. It is preferable that it is repeated at
least every second.
[0021] According to the above described embodiment
the present invention provides a method and apparatus
capable of warning a driver that the wheels on either
side of the vehicle are running on surfaces having dif-
ferent frictional characteristics which constitute a poten-
tially dangerous road surface.

Claims

1. A method of warning a vehicle driver when the ve-
hicle may be driving on a potentially hazardous road
surface, the vehicle having a wheel or wheels
(W1-W4) at front left and right and rear left and right
positions on the vehicle, comprising repeating the
steps of measuring the instantaneous speed of the
wheel or wheels (W1-W4) at each of the four posi-
tions, calculating the ratio (RL) of the speeds of the
wheels on the left (W1,W3) and the ratio (RR) of the
speeds of the wheels on the right (W2,W4) and de-
riving and storing the difference (DIFF) between
these ratios, comparing the current difference with
the previously stored difference and in the event
that the absolute value (DELDIFF) of the compari-
son between the differences exceeds a predeter-
mined value (TRIG) issuing an alarm to the driver
that the road surface may have varying frictional
characteristics.

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the steps of
measuring, calculating, deriving, storing and com-
paring are repeated at least every second.

3. A method according to either of claims 1 or 2 where-
in the steps of measuring, calculating, deriving,
storing and comparing are repeated at a constant
frequency.

4. A method according to any of claims 1 to 3 wherein
the wheel speeds are measured by means of sig-

nals provided by pulse generators provided at each
wheel.

5. A method according to any of claims 1 to 4 charac-
terised by deriving the ratios of speeds of the front
wheels to the rear wheels on the left and right of the
vehicle.

6. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5 wherein
the predetermined value is in the range 0.001 to
0.01.

7. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5 wherein
the predetermined value is 0.0035.

8. An apparatus for warning a vehicle driver when the
vehicle may be driving on a potentially hazardous
road surface, the vehicle having a wheel or wheels
(W1-W4) at front left and right and rear left and right
positions on the vehicle, comprising means for
measuring the instantaneous speed of the wheel or
wheels at each of the four positions, means for cal-
culating the ratio of the speeds of the wheels
(W1,W3) on the left (RL) and the ratio of the speeds
of the wheels (W2,W4) on the right (RR), means for
deriving and storing the difference (DIFF) between
these ratios, means for comparing the current dif-
ference with the previously stored difference and
means for issuing an alarm to the driver that the
road surface may have varying frictional character-
istics in the event that the absolute value (DELDIFF)
of the comparison between the differences exceeds
a predetermined value (TRIG).
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