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(54) ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR BETWEEN A BUS AND A CIRCUIT BREAKER

(57) An electrical connector is provided for electrical-
ly coupling two electrical components. Opposing ends of
the connector are coupled to each of the electrical com-
ponents. At the first end, the connector is disposed in an

opening of the first electrical component to establish elec-
trical connection. The first end includes multiple contact
portions that are equally biased against the sides of the
opening.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present inventions relate generally to an
electrical connector, and more particularly, to an electri-
cal connector coupling first and second electrical com-
ponents together.
[0002] Typically, industrial facilities are provided with
one or more power supply panels 10 to distribute elec-
trical power throughout the industrial facility. An example
of a power supply panel 10 is shown in Figure 1. As
shown, the panel 10 includes an electrical box 12. Within
the box 12, mounting structures 14 are also provided to
mount a power supply bus 16 and a series of circuit break-
ers 18. Power is supplied to the bus 16 with one or more
lugs 20 which are connected to electrical power supply
cables and to the bus 16. The circuit breakers 18 are
electrically connected to the bus 16 with an electrical con-
nector 34 described in more detail below. Electrical ca-
bles are also connected to each circuit breaker 18 to sup-
ply electrical power to various electrical circuits through-
out the industrial facility. Commonly, the total electrical
capability of the power supply panel (i.e., the bus 16) is
required to be within 150 A to 1,200 A. It is understood
that the box 12 may also contain a variety of other elec-
trical accessories in addition to the power supply bus 16
and circuit breakers 18. Although the described arrange-
ment may be used with a single phase system, the illus-
trated system is a three-phase system. Thus, three lugs
20 are provided to supply power; three connecting slots
22 are provided in the bus 16; and each circuit breaker
18 has three output connectors 24. Although not shown
in Figure 1, a cover is typically provided to enclose the
bus 16 and other electrical hardware within the box 12.

SUMMARY

[0003] An electrical connector is described for con-
necting a circuit breaker to a power supply bus. The pow-
er supply bus has an opening through which the connec-
tor is inserted to establish an electrical connection. The
electrical connector includes first and second contact
portions that contact first and second sides of the open-
ing. A spring applies a bias force to the contact portions
to apply equal pressure by the contact portions against
the sides of the opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE 
DRAWINGS

[0004] The invention may be more fully understood by
reading the following description in conjunction with the
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is an exploded view of a power supply panel;
Figure 2 is a side view of a power supply bus, circuit
breaker and electrical connectors therebetween;

Figure 3 is a side view of a prior art electrical con-
nector;
Figure 4 is a side view of a new electrical connector;
Figures 5A-5C are side views of the electrical con-
nector, showing various alignments between the cir-
cuit breaker and the power supply bus;
Figure 6 is a side view of the electrical connector,
showing magnetic fields generated by electrical cur-
rent;
Figure 7 is a side view of the electrical connector,
showing the gap distance between the contact plates
of the power supply bus;
Figure 8 is a chart showing the force applied by the
contact portions of the electrical connector against
the plates of the bus for different gap distances be-
tween the plates;
Figure 9 is an enlarged view of the electrical connec-
tor, power supply bus and circuit breaker;
Figure 10 is a perspective view of another embodi-
ment of the electrical connector;
Figure 11 is a perspective view of another embodi-
ment of the electrical connector;
Figure 12 is a perspective view of another embodi-
ment of the electrical connector; and
Figures 13A-13B include a side view and a perspec-
tive view of another embodiment of the electrical con-
nector including a tension spring.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] Improved electrical connectors 54 are shown in
Figure 2. As shown, the circuit breaker 18 and bus 16
are mounted to the base 14 of the box 12. The bus 16 is
preferably a stacked arrangement with a connecting slot
22 (i.e., an opening 22) between two contact plates 26
for each phase. The contact plates 26 are separated from
each other with a spacer 28. In high amperage applica-
tions, it is preferred that both contact plates 26 defining
a slot 22 are made of a conductive material like copper
and the spacer 28 therebetween is also conductive. It is
understood that other electrically conductive materials
may also be used including, for example, aluminum.
However, it may be possible in lower amperage applica-
tions for only one of the two plates 26 to be conductive
and for the spacer 28 and the other plate 26 to be made
of an insulative material. On the top and bottom of each
plate 26, an insulated plate 30 is preferably provided.
The insulated plate 30 may be made of fiber reinforced
plastic. As shown, the insulated plates 30 preferably in-
clude an extension portion 32 (Figure 9) that extends
outward beyond the respective plate 26 and covers a
portion of the respective connector 54.
[0006] As shown, three electrical connectors 54 are
provided between the bus 16 and the circuit breaker 18,
since the illustrated system is a three-phase system. In
a single phase system, there would only be one connec-
tor 54 between the bus 16 and the circuit breaker 18. The
connector 54 may be used with a variety of circuit break-
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ers 18 having 1, 2, 3 or 4 poles. Each connector 54 is
coupled at a first end 36 to a respective connecting slot
22 of the bus 16 and at a second end 38 to the circuit
breaker 18. In use, the connectors 54 are preferably at-
tached to the circuit breaker 18 by the manufacturer and
supplied with the circuit breaker 18. When the circuit
breaker 18 is installed into the box 12, the first end 36 of
each connector 54 slides into the respective connecting
slot 22 of the bus 16 to electrically interconnect the bus
16 and the circuit breaker 18.
[0007] A prior art connector 34 is shown in Figure 3.
As shown, the connector 34 is rigidly attached at the sec-
ond end 38 to a bar 40. Although not illustrated, the bar
40 is attached to the circuit breaker 18 with bolts, rivets
or some other type of rigid connection. The first end 36
slides into the connection slot 22 in the power supply bus
16 as described above. The main body 42 of the connec-
tor 34 is bent 44 upwards from the second end 38 to a
flat section 46 that is parallel to one of the contact plates
26. At the first end 36, the main body 42 is bent again 48
downward toward the other contact plate 26 to another
flat section 50 that is parallel to the other contact plate
26. A cantilevered spring 52 is also provided that is rigidly
attached to the second end 38 and contacts the inner
side of the second flat section 50 to apply an outward
force thereto.
[0008] One aspect of the prior art connector 34 is that
the geometry of the connector 34, in addition to the cur-
rent path, is used to apply force against the contact plates
26 to make contact and transfer the required amount of
current. The cross-section of the connector 34 is de-
signed to limit temperature rise in accordance with the
standards of certifying organizations. However, in de-
signing the connector 34 to satisfy limits on temperature
rise by limiting current density through the connector 34,
it is possible that a high contact force against the contact
plates 26 may occur which can increase the force re-
quired to install the connector 34 (i.e., insert it into the
slot 22 between the contact plates 26). In addition, a tem-
perature rise beyond a certain threshold can reduce the
contact force of the connector 34 against the contact
plates 26, which can increase electrical resistance to con-
ducting current. Thus, improvements in thermal perform-
ance without compromising the installation force of the
connector 34 would be desirable.
[0009] A new connector 54 is shown in Figure 4. The
connector 54 includes two arms 56 that are biased
against each other by one or more springs 58. In the
embodiment of Figure 4, the spring force is applied with
two leaf springs 58 that apply pressure to the outsides
of the respective arms 56. That is, each spring 58 con-
tacts a pair of spring seats 60 on the outside of the body
portion 62 of the respective arm 56. The leaf spring 58
also contacts the inside of a pin 64 in the housing 66
along the center of the leaf spring 58. Thus, the leaf spring
58 is biased at the ends against the respective arm 56
and in the middle against the housing 66. As a result, the
two arms 56 are forced against each other by the leaf

springs 58. Preferably, the arms 56 are made of copper
and the springs 58 are made of high tensile steel. Alumi-
num or another electrically conductive material may also
be used.
[0010] As described above, the first end 36 is electri-
cally coupled to the connection slot 22 (i.e., opening 22)
of the power supply bus 16. Thus, the parallel plates 26
of the bus 16 on opposite sides of the slot 22 form an
electrical contact which the first end 36 contacts when
inserted into the slot 22. Specifically, each arm 56 in-
cludes a contact portion 68 at the first end 36 to contact
one of the plates 26. That is, the contact portion 68 of
one of the arms 56 is pressed against one of the plates
26 (i.e., a side of the opening 22), and the contact portion
68 of the other arm 56 is pressed against the other plate
26 (i.e., the other side of the opening 22). The arms 56
are also arranged in a scissor fashion such that the arms
56 cross each other between the second end 38 and the
contact portions 68 at the first end 36. More specifically,
each arm 56 includes a body portion 62 which the leaf
spring 58 presses against to apply the bias force. The
body portion 62 of the arm 56 is located on one side of
a centerline 70 drawn through the connector 54. Between
the body portion 62 and the respective contact portion
68 (or between the spring 58 and the contact portion 68),
the arms 56 cross each other such that the contact portion
68 of an arm 56 is on the other side of the centerline 70
from the respective body portion 62. Thus, the arm 56
contacts the bus plate 26 on the opposite side of the
centerline 70 from the respective body portion 62 and
respective second end 38. As a result, the first end 36
applies equal pressure against the connection slot 22 to
ensure solid contact between the contact portions 68 and
the respective plates 26. It may also be desirable for the
first end 36 of each arm 56 to be provided with angled or
rounded surfaces 72 next to the contact portion 68 to
allow the first end 36 to be easily inserted and withdrawn
from the connection slot 22.
[0011] Preferably, the housing 66 restrains the two
arms 56 within the housing 66. For example, as shown
in Figure 12, the housing 66 may have two plates 74 on
opposite sides of the arms 56 that are attached together.
The housing 66 and arms 56 may also be engaged with
each other to permit limited movement of the arms 56
toward and away from each other. That is, in the example
of Figure 4, the housing 66 may have a slotted opening
76 for each arm 56 within which a pin 78 of the respective
arm 56 is located. Thus, the arm 56 is allowed to move
toward and away from the other arm 56 until the arm pin
78 contacts the ends of the respective slot 76.
[0012] The second end 38 of the connector 54 is elec-
trically coupled to the circuit breaker 18 as noted above.
Preferably, the circuit breaker 18 is provided with an ex-
tension contact 80 that is bolted to, riveted to or otherwise
rigidly attached to the circuit breaker 18. As shown in
Figure 4, the extension contact 80 may include a rounded
surface 82 on each side of the contact 80. The body por-
tion 62 of each arm 56 may also be provided with a cor-
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responding rounded contact portion 84 at the second end
38 of the connector 54. Due to the spring pressure of the
springs 58, the rounded contact portions 84 of the arms
56 are biased against the respective rounded surface 82
of the extension contact 80. In contrast to the first end
36 where the contact portions 68 are on the opposite side
of the centerline 70 from the body portion 62, the rounded
contact portions 84 of the second end 38 are on the same
side of the centerline 70 as the respective body portion
62. Thus, for each arm 56, the contact portion 68 of the
first end 36 and the rounded contact portion 84 of the
second end 38 are on opposite sides of the centerline 70.
[0013] One advantage of the connector 54 is that the
cross-section carrying electrical current is independent
of the contact force applied against the contact plates
26. Thus, the current density may be much less than in
the prior art connector 34 without effecting the contact
force. As a result, the temperature rise may be less. Ben-
eficially, the pressure of the first end 36 of the connector
54 against the plates 26 is not dependent on the shape,
thickness and material properties of the connector 54.
Instead, the connection pressure of the first end 36 is
supplied by the pressure of the springs 58 against the
arms 56. Thus, the arms 56 may be optimized for current
flow without negatively affecting the connection pressure
of the first end 36 of the connector 54 against the bus
plates 26.
[0014] Another advantage of the connector 54 is
shown in Figures 5A-5C. Due to manufacturing toleranc-
es and other possible reasons, it is possible for the circuit
breaker 18 to be slightly misaligned from the power sup-
ply bus 16. Straight alignment between the circuit breaker
18 (i.e., extension contact 80) and the bus 16 (i.e., slot
22) is illustrated in Figure 5B. However, as illustrated in
Figures 5A and 5C, the circuit breaker 18 may be mis-
aligned in either of at least two directions from the bus
16. Nevertheless, the connector 54 maintains good con-
tact with the contact plates 26 of the bus 16 and the ex-
tension contact 80 of the circuit breaker 18. This is due
to the independent spring-loaded contact portions 68 and
rounded contact portions 84 of the first and second ends
36, 38, respectively. Further, due to the rounded engage-
ment at the second end 38 between the rounded contact
portions 84 of the arms 56 and rounded sides 82 of the
extension contact 80, the connector 54 is able to pivot
relative to the circuit breaker 18 to accommodate mis-
alignment between the circuit breaker 18 and the bus 16.
[0015] Another advantage of the connector 54 is
shown in Figure 6. During high current transmissions
(e.g., short-circuits before the circuit breaker 18 opens),
the current flow 86 generates magnetic fields 88. How-
ever, in the connector 54 the magnetic fields 88 cause
the arms 56 to be pulled towards each other. As a result,
the arms 56 engage more tightly against both the contact
plates 26 and extension contact 80 during such an event
instead of pulling away which may be the case in some
alternative designs.
[0016] Another advantage of the connector 54 is

shown in Figures 7 and 8. In Figure 7, the gap distance
90 between the contact plates 26 is labeled. As described
above, the contact portions 68 of the connector 54 press
against the contact plates 26 to electrically couple the
first end 36 of the connector 54 to the bus 16. However,
it is not possible to manufacture the gap distance 90 to
be exactly the same in every manufactured power supply
bus 16. That is, according to manufacturing tolerances,
the actual size 90 of the gap 22 can vary from being larger
than nominal to being smaller than nominal. In Figure 8,
the force applied by two connectors 34, 54 against the
contact plates 26 versus gap distance 90 is shown. As
shown, the force applied by the prior art connector 34 is
very high when the gap 22 is small and drops quickly as
the gap size 90 increases. The tolerance range and nom-
inal gap size 90 that is necessary to keep the force of the
prior art connector 34 against the contact plates 26 within
an acceptable range is small. By contrast, the force ap-
plied by the new connector 54 is much more constant
across a wide range of gap sizes 90. Thus, the new con-
nector 54 makes the gap size 90 much less of a critical
feature for proper functioning of the electrical connection
between the circuit breaker 18 and the bus 16.
[0017] Another possible feature of the circuit breaker
18 and power supply bus 16 arrangement is shown in
Figure 9. In order to prevent operators from inadvertently
touching electrically charged hardware (e.g., with a hand
or finger) inside of the electrical box 12, various features
may be provided to cover the conductive surfaces. One
useful feature is transverse insulated extensions 94 that
overlap the ends of the contact plates 26. As understood
from Figure 1, the transverse extensions 94 extend along
the length of the power supply bus 16. Thus, in areas of
the bus 16 where a circuit breaker 18 is not connected,
an operator could potentially access the contact plates
26 through the space between the insulated plates 30.
However, the transverse extensions 94 significantly re-
duce access to the plates 26. This feature is more easily
adapted to the new connector 54 since the first end 36
can be lengthened to reach through the transverse ex-
tensions 92 and contact the plates 26. Any needed bias
force changes may be easily adjusted by altering the ten-
sion of the springs 58. By contrast, it would be more dif-
ficult to alter the prior art connector 34 for this arrange-
ment while maintaining the necessary contact force
against the plates 26.
[0018] Also illustrated in Figure 9, are insulated hous-
ing portions 96 of the circuit breaker 18. As shown, the
housing 96 may have retention structures 98 that keep
the connector 54 attached to the circuit breaker 18 while
allowing the pivoting motion of the connector 54 de-
scribed above. The housing 96 may also have a longitu-
dinal section 100 that surraunds the outer region of the
springs 58 and the connector housing 66 to prevent op-
erators from touching the connector 54 when it is con-
nected to the power supply bus 16.
[0019] Figures 10-13B show further alternative em-
bodiments of the electrical connector 54. As shown in
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Figure 10, each of the first ends 36 of the arms 56 may
be provided with multiple segments 102 that are inter-
leaved with corresponding segments 102 of the other
arm 56. As shown in Figure 11, each arm 56 may be
composed of two arms 56A, 56B arranged side-by-side.
Also, the contact portion 68 of each arm 56 may be wid-
ened to overlap 104 the width of the other arm 56. As
shown in Figure 12, each of the first ends 36 of the arms
56 may be offset 106 from each other to accommodate
the crossing of the two arms 56. The connector housing
66 is also shown surrounding the arms 56 to restrain the
arms 56 therein. In Figures 13A-13B, the function of the
arms 56 and housing 66 are similar to the embodiments
described above even though the form of the arms 56
and housing 66 vary from the other embodiments. One
difference, however, is that a tension spring 108 may be
used between the arms 56 to bias the arms 56 together
instead of the leaf springs 58 described above.
[0020] While preferred embodiments of the inventions
have been described, it should be understood that the
inventions are not so limited, and modifications may be
made without departing from the inventions herein. While
each embodiment described herein may refer only to cer-
tain features and may not specifically refer to every fea-
ture described with respect to other embodiments, it
should be recognized that the features described herein
are interchangeable unless described otherwise, even
where no reference is made to a specific feature. It should
also be understood that the advantages described above
are not necessarily the only advantages of the inventions,
and it is not necessarily expected that all of the described
advantages will be achieved with every embodiment of
the inventions. The scope of the inventions is defined by
the appended claims, and all devices and methods that
come within the meaning of the claims, either literally or
by equivalence, are intended to be embraced therein.

Claims

1. An electrical connector electrically coupling a first
electrical component and a second electrical com-
ponent, comprising:

a first end electrically coupled to the first electri-
cal component;
a second end electrically coupled to the second
electrical component;
the first electrical component comprising an
opening defining an electrical contact; and
the first end being disposed within the opening
and comprising first and second contact por-
tions, the first contact portion being biased
against a first side of the opening, and the sec-
ond contact portion being biased against a sec-
ond side of the opening, the first end thereby
applying equal pressure against the opening.

2. The electrical connector according to claim 1, where-
in the first electrical component is a power supply
bus.

3. The electrical connector according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the second electrical component is a circuit
breaker.

4. The electrical connector according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein the power supply bus is a three
phase power supply bus and the circuit breaker is a
three phase circuit breaker, and comprising three of
the electrical connectors, each of the electrical con-
nectors electrically coupling one of the three phases
between the power supply bus and the circuit break-
er.

5. The electrical connector according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein the opening of the first elec-
trical component is a space between two parallel
plates, the two parallel plates comprising the first and
second sides of the opening and/orwherein the first
electrical component is a power supply bus with an
insulated plate disposed over at least one of the par-
allel plates, the insulated plate comprising an exten-
sion portion extending outward beyond the parallel
plate and a transverse extension overlapping an end
of the parallel plate.

6. The electrical connector according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, further comprising two arms and a
spring biasing the two arms together, the first contact
portion being a portion of one of the two arms and
the second contact portion being a portion of another
of the two arms, more specifically
wherein the two arms are made of copper or alumi-
num,
wherein the spring is made of steel.

7. The electrical connector according to claim 7, where-
in each arm comprises a body portion and the spring
comprises one or more springs engaged with the
body portion of each arm to bias the two arms to-
gether, the body portion of each arm being disposed
on an opposite side of a centerline through the elec-
trical connector from the respective first and second
contact portions, the two arms thereby crossing each
other between the one or more springs and the first
and second contact portions; or
wherein the spring comprises two leaf springs, one
of the leaf springs being disposed on an outside of
each arm.

8. The electrical connector according to claim 6 or 7,
further comprising a housing, the two arms being
restrained within the housing.

9. The electrical connector according to claim 8, where-
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in the spring comprises two springs, each of the two
springs being biased between the housing and one
of the two arms.

10. The electrical connector according to any one of
claims 1 to 9, wherein the second electrical compo-
nent comprises an extension contact with a rounded
surface on each of two sides thereof, and the second
end comprises first and second rounded contact por-
tions, the first rounded contact portion being biased
against one of the rounded surfaces of the extension
contact, and the second rounded contact portion be-
ing biased against another of the rounded surfaces
of the extension contact, the second end thereby be-
ing pivotable around the extension contact.

11. The electrical connector according to claim 10, fur-
ther comprising two arms and a spring biasing the
two arms together, the first contact portion and first
rounded contact portion being portions of one of the
two arms and the second contact portion and second
rounded contact portion being portions of another of
the two arms.

12. The electrical connector according to claim 11,
wherein each arm comprises a body portion and the
spring comprises one or more springs engaged with
the body portion of each arm to bias the two arms
together, the body portion of each arm being dis-
posed on an opposite side of a centerline through
the electrical connector from the respective first and
second contact portions, the two arms thereby cross-
ing each other between the one or more springs and
the first and second contact portions.

13. The electrical connector according to claim 12,
wherein the first and second rounded contact por-
tions of each respective arm is disposed on a same
side of the centerline as the respective body portion
and/or wherein the first electrical component is a
power supply bus, and the second electrical compo-
nent is a circuit breaker.

14. The electrical connector according to claim 13,
wherein the power supply bus is a three phase power
supply bus and the circuit breaker is a three phase
circuit breaker, and comprising three of the electrical
connectors, each of the electrical connectors elec-
trically coupling one of the three phases between the
power supply bus and the circuit breaker, wherein
the opening of the first electrical component is a
space between two parallel plates, the two parallel
plates comprising the first and second sides of the
opening.

15. The electrical connector according to any one of
claims 11 to 14, wherein the two arms are made of
copper or aluminum, the spring is made of steel, the

spring comprises two leaf springs, one of the leaf
springs being disposed on an outside of each arm,
and further comprising a housing, the two arms being
restrained within the housing, and each of the two
leaf springs being biased between the housing and
one of the two arms.
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