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(54) Sheath for secateurs

(57) A sheath for secateurs comprises an elongated
tray (6) provided at one end with a clip (7) and at the
other end with an open rim (8), extending periferally
along the tray and consisting of a bottom rim (9) and two
longitudinal rims (10,10') continuous with the bottom

rim. The sheath is made from polymer, and the longitu-
dinal rims (10,10') are elastically deformable and pro-
vided with retaining tongues (14) serving to retain a sec-
ateur in the sheath. For easy manufacture of the sheath,
the tray (6) is provided with openings (18) facing the
tongues (14).
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Description

Field of application

[0001] This invention concerns a sheath made of pol-
ymer for secateurs of the type including two shanks, ro-
tatable relative to each other around a joint and having
front ends made as knife-like blade with edges, and rear
ends serving as handles, the sheath comprising an elon-
gated tray which at one end has means for attachment
to a piece of garment or similar, and at another end has
an open rim extending periferically along the tray and
consisting of a bottom rim and two longitudinal rims con-
tinous with the bottom rim and elastically deformable at
their free upper edges.

Background of the invention

[0002] Secateurs are used not only for non-profes-
sional gardening but also professionally, as for harvest-
ing of grapes from vines, for pruning of plants in vine-
yards, large orchards or similar. Lately, the increasing
use for such purposes has led to stringent requirements
for secateurs which are frequently used under various
circumstances. Lately, the increasing use for such pur-
poses has led to stringent requirements for such saws
which are frequently used under various circumstances.
A gardener or operator in a vineyard or orchard will daily
be faced with different tasks and situations. Sometimes
the trees, vines, bushes or similar which are to be har-
vested or pruned will allow easy walking along the
ground and have uncomplicated grape clusters or
branch systems with easy access. In other cases he
may be forced to ascend high or irregularly grown
branch systems, perhaps with aid of a ladder, if individ-
ual branches are less accessible. Especially during
grape harvesting, both hands may be employed for free-
ing the grape clusters to be picked.
[0003] The accessability of the secateur is of great im-
portance for the practical work situation of the operator,
especially the possibility to carry and hold the secateur
with other means than the hands, and still be able to grip
it when needed for the job. One difficulty for the operator
is that he may have to use many more tools during the
work, such as saws, loppers, knives or means for bark
wound healing. When climbing a tree or a ladder, it may
be vital to have both hands free, and not occupied by
holding and carrying a secateur which is not used right
then. Shortly afterward, the saw must be brought out
and held in the hand for a cutting task. This must also
be done with little effort and limited motion, since the
operator might have a complicated body stance among
tree branches, where the space available for arm dis-
placements is limited.
[0004] Previously known secateur sheats have in
general been shaped as pockets into which the knife
blades of the secateur are inserted, where the handles
are located in an accessible position axially extending

from the pocket. A common problem for all previously
known secateur sheaths is the difficulty of inserting the
blades in the sheath, at least in complicated work posi-
tions. The retaining force on the secateur is also doubt-
ful, especially as the pocket may be expanded after
some period of use of the sheath. Another problem with
previously known sheaths is their relatively high produc-
tion cost. Still another disadvantage is that they usually
fit only one secateur model, since the shape of the pock-
et is strictly adopted to the shape of the blades of the
secateur.

Purpose and features of the invention

[0005] The present invention aims at overcoming the
disadvantages mentioned for previously known seca-
teur sheaths and to create an improved sheath. One ba-
sic purpose of the invention is thus to create a sheath
where the secateur is easily accessible and which at the
same time ensures reliable retaining of the secateur. A
further purpose is to create a sheath which can receive
secateurs with various blade shapes. It is also an aim
to create a sheath which has a simple design and a low
production cost.
According to the invention, at least the basic purpose is
achieved with the features described in claim 1. Further
advantageous embodyments of the invention are de-
fined in the dependent claims.

Brief description of the figures

[0006] The figures show:

Figure 1: a perspective view, obliquely from front/
above of a sheath according to a first embodiment
of the invention.

Figure 2: a perspective view of the same sheath
seen obliquely from behind/below.

Figure 3: a front view of the sheath with inserted
secateur

Figure 4: a longitudinal section of the sheath and
the inserted secateur as seen from the side

Figures 5-8 correspond to figures 1-4 but illustrate
a second embodiment of the invention.

Detailed description of preferred embodyments of the
invention

[0007] A sheath (1) shown in figures 1 and 2 as empty
has the purpose of receiving a secateur (2) of conven-
tional type shown in figures 3 and 4. This secateur in-
cludes two shanks rotatably connected by a joint (3).
The front ends constitute knife-like blades (4,4'), and the
rear ends (5,5') are handles. In figure 3 the blades (4,4')
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are shown as relatively long and narrow. However, the
blades may have very different shapes. Interrupted lines
show how the blades can also be wider or at least partly
curved. Figure 4 also indicates how both blades may be
bent out of the plane of the handles. The shape of the
blades may be straight or curved.
As shown in figures 1 and 2 the sheath according to the
invention comprises a basically oblong tray (6) which at
its upper end is provided with a clip (7) for attaching the
sheath to a piece of apparel, especially a belt. Along the
perifery of the tray is a continuous rim (8). This rim con-
sists of a bottom rim (9) and two longitudinal rims
(10,10'). The free upper edges (11) of these rims are
located below the clip (7). Both longitudinal rims are pro-
vided with V-shaped outward folds (12) which serve as
supports for protrusions (13) of the handles of the sec-
ateur, see figure 3. In the region of the folds (12) there
are provided retaining tongues (14) extending towards
each other from the edges (15) of the longitudinal rims
(10,10').
[0008] According to the invention, the sheath is made
from a polymer, preferably polypropen or polyoxymeth-
ylen. These polymers have such properties that the con-
tinuous rim (8) and the tray (6) form a rigid unit, while at
the same time allowing some elastic deformation in the
vicinity of the free ends (11) of the longitudinal rims.
Thus, the edges in the region of the V-shaped folds (12)
will spring back when a secateur is inserted with the han-
dle protrusions (13) between them. The longitudinal
edges have in this region such an elasticity that the re-
taining tongues (14) can move so far apart that the pro-
trusions (13) will pass between them.
[0009] The tray (6) is divided in an upper portion (6'),
basically parallel to the edges (15) of the rim (8), and a
lower portion (6") which is slightly angled to the rear rel-
ative to the upper portion. The longitudinal rims are high-
er adjacent to the lower portion (6") than at the border
zone (16) between the portions. The longitudinal rims
(10,10') expand ramp-like from the border zone (16) to-
wards the bottom rim (9).
[0010] Figure 3 shows how space within the rim (8) is
widening downwards from a waist region (17), by having
slightly curved longitudinal rims (10,10'). In the flat ver-
tical upper portion (6') of the tray there are openings (18)
(see figures 1-2) facing the retaining tongues (14). Each
opening (18) haa a slightly larger area than the projected
area of the corresponding tongue (14). These openings
will greatly simplify the manufacture of the sheath with
the tongues by injection moulding of the polymer.
[0011] In the upper portion (6') there is also a central
hole (19), for the purpose of receiving part of the joint
(3) of the secateur, as a nut.
[0012] It should also be noted that the clip (7) is an
integral part of the unitary polymer sheath body (1). The
clip is located at the upper part of a basically rectangular
opening (20) with slightly larger area than the clip-form-
ing flap.
[0013] The alternative embodiment shown in figures

5-8 differs from the embodiment in figures 1-4 as fol-
lows:
[0014] Adjacent to the hole (19) for receiving part of
the joint (3) of the secateur is provided an upward nar-
rowing cover (21) with a rear wall (22) facing obliquely
Downward/rearward. When the secateur is to be re-
moved from the sheath by pulling upward, this ensures
that not even a far extending part of the joint (3) will get
stuck in the hole (19). The joint part willl thus slide
against the inside of the rear wall (22), which also has
the effect of gradually forcing the secateur out from the
tray (6) as it moves upwards.
[0015] The size of the tongues (14) is also reduced by
cutouts (23) forming two approximately equal size
tongue parts (14',14"). The pliability of two tongue parts
is greater than for unitary tongues shown in figures 1-4,
at the same time as the elasticity of the free upper edges
of the rims.
[0016] The clip 7 is also modified by originally provid-
ing it with a narrow removable connecting bar (24). The
user can then choose between using the clip as origi-
nally made by threading the belt through it from the side,
or by first breaking away the bar (24) to hang the clip
from above onto the belt. The clip may also be provided
with a hole (25) which allows hanging the sheath with
the secateur onto a peg when it is not used.

Function and advantages of the invention

[0017] A sheath according to the invention is simple
to manufacture as well as to utilize. The secateur (2) can
be inserted by the simple act of pressing the front pro-
trusions (13) of the handles (5) between the retaining
tongues (14), which will spring back because of the flex-
ibility of the longitudinal rims (10,10') adjacent to the V-
shaped folds (12). As soon as the handles have moved
past the retainer tongues, these will automatically recov-
er their original positions , where they reliably lock the
secateur to the sheath. When the secateur is to be re-
moved from the sheath, the operator grips the handles
and moves them away from the sheath while pressing
the retainer tongues and adjoining portions of the longi-
tudinal rims apart. If desired, the secateur can also be
axially removed from the sheath.
[0018] Since the sheath has been designed with a
lower tray portion angled to the rear at the same tima as
the longitudinal rims becoming higher further down, the
sheath will be universally adapted to several types of
secateurs. It can thus be used not only for those having
narrow blades of the type shown by continous lines in
figure 3, but also for those having wider or sometimes
curved blades as shown by interrupted lines in figure 3.
The sheath can also be used if the blades are not locat-
ed as linear extensions of the handles as suggested in
figure 4.
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Claims

1. Sheath for secateurs (2) which consist of two
shanks rotatably connected by a joint (3) and with
front portions made as blades (4,4') with knife-like
edges and with rear portions made as handles
(5,5'), the sheath comprising an elongated tray (6)
which at a first end has means (7) for attaching the
sheath to a piece of apparel or corresponding, and
which at its other end is provided with an open rim
(8) extending periferally along the tray (6) with one
bottom rim (9) and two longitudinal rims (10,10')
continuous with the bottom rim, said sheath being
made from polymer material, and said longitudinal
rims (10,10') in their upper edge regions (11) being
elastically deformable, characterized by the rims
(10,10') in their upper edge regions (11) being pro-
vided with retaining tongues (14) extending towards
each other from edge portions (15) of the longitudi-
nal rims and by the tray (6) being provided with
openings (18) facing said tongues (14) and having
areas slightly larger than the projected areas of the
tongues..

2. Sheath according to claim 1, characterized by the
retaining tongues (14) being located adjacent to V-
shaped folds (12) shaped to receive protrusions
(13) of the secateur handles.

3. Sheath according to claim 1 or 2, characterized by
the tray (6) having a lower portion (6") adjoining the
bottom rim (9) and forming an angle in relation to
an upper portion (6'), and by the longitudinal rims
(10,10') being wider adjacent to the bottom rim (9)
than in a border zone (16) between said portions.

4. Sheath according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized by the space within the rim (8) being
widest adjacent to the bottom rim (9).

5. Sheath according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized by the tray (6) being provided with a
hole (19) large enough to receive part of the joint
(3) of the secateur.

6. Sheath according to claim 5, characterized by hav-
ing adjacent to the hole (19) a sloping wall (22)
along which said part of the joint may slide.
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