
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

71
2 

26
6

A
1

TEPZZ 7_  66A_T
(11) EP 2 712 266 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
26.03.2014 Bulletin 2014/13

(21) Application number: 12185880.7

(22) Date of filing: 25.09.2012

(51) Int Cl.:
H05B 6/06 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(71) Applicant: WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION
Benton Harbor
Michigan 49022 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Pastore, Cristiano Vito

21025 Comerio (IT)

• Crisafulli, Vittorio Claudio
21025 Comerio (IT)

• Gutierrez, Diego Neftali
21025 Comerio (IT)

• Maranzana, Alberto
21025 Comerio (IT)

(74) Representative: Guerci, Alessandro et al
Whirlpool Europe S.r.l. 
Patent Department 
Viale G. Borghi 27
21025 Comerio (VA) (IT)

(54) A power supply device for a household appliance and an operating method thereof

(57) The present invention relates to a power supply
device for a household appliance.

The power supply device comprises a switching con-
verter that comprises a rectifying stage, electrically con-
nected with the mains, a bus capacitor, electrically con-
nected in parallel with output terminals of said rectifying
stage, a first and second resonant tank, electrically con-
nected with at least a terminal of said bus capacitor, a
first and second switching device that have respectively
a first and second switching period and are connected
respectively with said first and second resonant tank.

The power supply device further comprises control
means for controlling said first and second switching de-
vice.

Said control means operate the first switching device
independently from the operating conditions of said sec-
ond switching device, so that one or more first electric
quantities related to the operation of said first switching
device follow corresponding first reference waveforms
and/or values.

Said control means operate the second switching
device depending on the operating conditions of said first
switching device, so that said first and second switching
device work according to an interleaved mode and said
second switching period is kept constantly equal to said
first switching period.

In a further aspect, the present invention relates to
a method for operating a power supply device for a
household appliance.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a power supply
device for supplying electric power to a household appli-
ance.
[0002] In a further aspect, the present invention relates
to a method for operating a power supply device for a
household appliance.
[0003] As is known, a power supply device for a house-
hold appliance, such as a cook-top or a microwave oven,
generally comprises an AC-AC switching converter.
[0004] The switching converter may have different
topologies, according to the needs. Quasi-Resonant (Q-
R) converters are widely used in these applications, since
they can adjust their switching frequency or duty-cycle
so that switching constantly occurs in zero voltage/cur-
rent conditions ("soft switching conditions").
[0005] Further, they are generally characterised by a
relatively simple circuit structure.
[0006] On the other hand, Q-R converters are gener-
ally not suitable to operate in a synchronous manner over
a same period.
[0007] The switching converter of a power supply de-
vice typically includes a switching device for providing a
feeding current having adjustable frequency and ampli-
tude to a resonant tank, which comprises a resonant ca-
pacitor and an inductive load, such as the induction coil
of a cook-top or the primary winding of a transformer
feeding a magnetron device.
[0008] As is known, said switching device is operated
with a switching period that comprises a conduction pe-
riod, in which said switching device allows the flow of a
current between a bus capacitor and the resonant tank
(non-resonating phase), and an interruption period, in
which said switching device blocks the flow of current
between the bus capacitor and the resonant tank, thereby
allowing the resonant tank to exchange energy only at
local level, basically between the resonant capacitor and
the inductive load (resonating phase).
[0009] Power supply devices are known, in which the
switching converter comprises two or more switching de-
vices that concurrently feed a same load.
[0010] In some known solutions, said switching devic-
es are operated according to a so-called "phased mode",
which foresees that their conduction periods start syn-
chronously.
[0011] In other solutions, said switching devices are
operated according to a so-called "interleaved mode",
which foresees that their conduction periods start at stag-
gered instants, so that they do not overlap or are mini-
mally overlapped.
[0012] Traditional power supply devices have some
drawbacks, which become quite remarkable when mul-
tiple loads have to be fed.
[0013] In particular when multiple Q-R converters are
used to feed multiple loads, the onset of inter-modulation
noise might occur if the converters are oscillating at dif-
ferent frequencies.

[0014] On the other hand, forcing a plurality of switch-
ing devices of a Q-R converter to operate at a same fre-
quency might cause irreversible faults in some unfavour-
able load conditions. Traditional power supply devices
are often characterised by a circuit structure, which has
remarkable limitations in terms of reliability and robust-
ness to faults.
[0015] Further, they are relatively expensive to pro-
duce at industrial level.
[0016] The main aim of the present invention is to pro-
vide a power supply device for a household appliance,
and an operating method thereof, which allows overcom-
ing of the drawbacks mentioned above.
[0017] Within this aim, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a power supply device, and an op-
erating method thereof, which allows a reliable feeding
of multiple loads.
[0018] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a power supply device, and an operating method
thereof, which can be implemented using relatively sim-
ple and cheap circuitries and control techniques.
[0019] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a power supply device, which is easy to manu-
facture at industrial level, at competitive costs.
[0020] Thus, the present invention provides a power
supply device for a household appliance, according to
the following claim 1 and the related dependent claims.
[0021] In a further aspect, the present invention relates
to a method for operating a power supply device for a
household appliance, according to the following claim 8
and the related dependent claims.
[0022] Further features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
scription of preferred embodiments, taken in conjunction
with the drawings, in which:

- Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an embodiment
of the power supply device, according to the inven-
tion;

- Fig. 2-6, 7A-7C, 8-9, 10A-10C show schematic dia-
grams related to the operation of the power supply
device, according to the invention, and to the imple-
mentation of the operating method thereof; and

- Fig. 11 shows the typical oscillating-damped behav-
iour of a Q-R converter during the charge and dis-
charge phases of the resonant capacitor.

[0023] Referring now to the cited figures, the present
invention relates to a power supply device 100 for a
household appliance, in this case an induction hob.
[0024] The power supply device 100 is electrically con-
nectable with the mains 16, from which it receives an
input voltage VIN and an input current IIN, which are pe-
riodic electric quantities having mains semi-cycles of pre-
defined duration. As an example, the duration of the
mains semi-cycle is fixed at 10ms in 50Hz electric power
distribution networks.
[0025] The power supply device 100 comprises a
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switching converter 10 that is electrically connected with
the mains 16.
[0026] Preferably, the switching converter 10 is of the
Quasi-Resonant type (Q-R) and is structured as two Q-
R converters sharing a common DC-bus.
[0027] The switching converter 10 thus comprises a
rectifying stage 12, for example a diode bridge, which is
electrically connected with the mains 16 to receive the
input voltage VIN and output a rectified voltage VDC.
[0028] The switching converter 10 preferably compris-
es also an input filtering stage that comprises a filtering
inductor 17, which is electrically connected in series with
one of the mains terminals. A bus capacitor 13, which is
electrically connected in parallel with the output terminals
of said rectifying stage 12, is part of said filtering arrange-
ment.
[0029] Preferably, said filtering stage comprises also
a further filtering capacitor 14, electrically connected in
parallel with the mains terminals.
[0030] The bus capacitor 13 is of a non-smoothing
type, i.e. it has a relatively small capacitance value, so
that the cut-off frequency of the filtering arrangement
formed by the inductor 17 and the capacitor 13 is quite
higher than the mains frequency.
[0031] The bus voltage VDC across the terminals A, B
of the bus capacitor 13 thus substantially follows the be-
haviour of the rectified voltage provided by the rectifying
stage 12, with fluctuations having a period equal to the
half of a mains cycle Tmains.
[0032] At least a terminal A, B of the bus capacitor 13
is electrically connected with a first and second resonant
tank 201, 202, each of which may comprise an inductive-
resistive load, schematically represented by a load in-
ductance L1L, L2L and a load resistance R1L, R2L.
[0033] Each of said inductive-resistive loads may be,
for example, a pancake coil of an induction cook-top pow-
ered by the power supply device 100.
[0034] Each resonant tank 201, 202 may further com-
prise a resonant capacitor CR1, CR2 that is generally elec-
trically connected in parallel with the corresponding in-
ductive-resistive load.
[0035] The switching converter 10 comprises a first
and second switching device 110, 120 (for example a
reverse conducting IGBT switch), each of which is ad-
vantageously electrically connected with the correspond-
ing resonant tank 201, 202.
[0036] Each of the switching devices 110, 120 may be
arranged, so as to be connected in series with the cor-
responding resonant tank 201, 202, as shown in the em-
bodiment of figure 1.
[0037] In other embodiments of the present invention,
the switching devices 110, 120 may be differently con-
nected with the components of the resonant tanks 201,
202.
[0038] For example, they may be connected in series
with the respective inductive-resistive loads L1L, R1L, L1L,
R1L and in parallel with the respective resonant capaci-
tors CR1, CR2.

[0039] The power supply device 100 comprises control
means 50 for controlling the operation of the first and
second switching device 110, 120.
[0040] The control means 50 advantageously com-
prise a control loop (not shown) for controlling the oper-
ation of the first and second switching device 110, 120
by means of properly generated first and second control
signals C1, C2.
[0041] The mentioned control loop may comprise first
and second sensors (not shown) capable of providing
signals indicative of the behaviour of one or more electric
quantities related to the operation of the first and second
switching device 110, 120, respectively.
[0042] The mentioned control loop may further com-
prise a controller 51 of digital or analogue type that gen-
erates the control signals C1, C2 for controlling the oper-
ation of the switching devices 110, 120.
[0043] Preferably, the mentioned control loop is imple-
mented in a digital form. In this case, the first and second
sensors are operatively associated with sampling means
capable of providing digital samples of the detected elec-
tric quantities to the controller 51, which may advanta-
geously comprise a microprocessor or another digital
processing device.
[0044] The control means 50 advantageously operate
the first switching device 110 with a first switching period
T1 that comprises a first conduction period TON1, in which
the switching device 110 in an conductive state and al-
lows the flow of a first current IS1 between the bus ca-
pacitor 13 and the resonant tank 201, and a first inter-
ruption period TOFF1, in which the switching device 110
is in an interdiction state and blocks the flow of the current
IS1.
[0045] It is understood that the portion of time in which
the current IS1 flows in the freewheeling diode of the IGBT
switch 110 is part of the conduction period TON1.
[0046] Similarly, the control means 50 operate the sec-
ond switching device 120 with a second switching period
T2 that comprises a second conduction period TON2, in
which the switching device 120 in an conductive state
and allows the flow of a second current IS2 between the
bus capacitor 13 and the resonant tank 202, and a second
interruption period TOFF2, in which the switching device
120 is in an interdiction state and blocks the flow of the
current IS2.
[0047] It is understood that the portion of time in which
the current IS2 flows in the freewheeling diode of the IGBT
switch 120 is part of the conduction period TON2.
[0048] At the respective conduction period TON1, TON2
(non-resonating phase), each switching device 110, 120
allows the exchanging of electric energy between the bus
capacitor 13 and the corresponding resonant tank 201,
202.
[0049] At the respective interruption period TOFF1,
TOFF2 (resonating phase), each switching device 110,
120 is open and one of the terminals of the corresponding
resonant tank 201, 202 is floating.
[0050] In this case, an exchange of energy occurs only

3 4 



EP 2 712 266 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

at the level of each resonant tank 201, 202, namely be-
tween each inductive-resistive load and the correspond-
ing resonant capacitor. From the above, it is apparent
how the exchange of energy between the bus capacitor
13 and each resonant tank 201, 202 is alternatively al-
lowed/blocked by the respective switching device 110,
120.
[0051] According to the invention, the control means
50 normally operate the switching device 110 substan-
tially independently from the operating conditions of the
switching device 120, so that one or more first electric
quantities VCE1, IS1, PIN1, which are related to the oper-
ating conditions of the switching device 110, follow cor-
responding first reference waveforms and or values.
[0052] In other words, in normal conditions the switch-
ing device 110 works as a "master device", the operation
of which is established by the control means 50 on the
base of the first electric quantities VCE1, IS1, PIN1 and it
is normally not conditioned by the operating conditions
of the switching device 120.
[0053] The terms "normally" or "normal conditions" are
intended to refer to operative conditions of the power
supply device 100, in which no fault events (e.g. due to
over-current phenomena and/or over-voltage phenome-
na, and the like) are present or are arising.
[0054] The switching device 110 works in normal con-
ditions for most of its switching periods T1. When fault
events arise in the power supply 100, the operation of
the switching device 110 may be conditioned by the op-
erating conditions of the switching device 120.
[0055] While the switching device 110 normally works
substantially independently from the operating condi-
tions of the switching device 120, the control means 50
operate the switching device 120 mainly depending on
the operating conditions of the switching device 110, in
practice as a "slave device", the operation of which sub-
stantially follows the switching period T1 that is defined
for the switching device 110.
[0056] According to the invention, the control means
50 operate the second switching device 120 so that the
switching devices 110, 120 work according to an inter-
leaved mode and the switching period T2 is kept con-
stantly equal to the switching period T1.
[0057] In figures 2-4, an exemplary control procedure
500 that can be followed by the control means 50 is sche-
matically shown.
[0058] At each generic sampling instant (k), the control
means 50 acquire the requested set points for the oper-
ation of the switching converter 10 (step 501).
[0059] Then, the control means 50 determine which
one of the switching devices of the switching converter
10 is the "master device" and the "slave device" (step
502).
[0060] In general, the control means 50 do not assign
the role of "master device" or "slave device" in a prede-
fined manner.
[0061] The role of "master device" or "slave device" is
preferably assigned by the control means 50 in a dynamic

manner on the basis of the power (or current) set points
requested for the switching converter 10.
[0062] Preferably, the control means 50 assign the role
of "master device" to the switching device 110 that would
meet the requested power (or current) set points at the
lowest switching frequency if it were operated alone.
[0063] This means that the switching device 120 se-
lected as "slave device" would deliver more power than
requested if operated at the switching frequency of the
switching device selected as "master device".
[0064] The switching device 120 selected as "slave de-
vice" can thus be kept in an interdiction state for some
time to satisfy the requested power (or current) set points.
[0065] In normal conditions, the control means 50 reg-
ulate the operation of the switching device 110 (master
device) according to the needs, in particular mainly with
the aims of achieving the requested set points.
[0066] In particular, the control means 50 regulate the
operation of the switching device 110 so that one or more
first electric quantities VCE1, IS1, PIN1 related to the op-
eration of said device follow corresponding reference
waveforms and/or values.
[0067] Conveniently, the operating quantities that are
taken into consideration by the control means 50 for op-
erating the switching device 110 are the voltage VCE1
across the terminals of the switching device 110 and/or
the current IS1 flowing through this latter and/or the power
drained from the mains PIN1 during the switching period
T1.
[0068] The control means 50 thus calculate the first
control quantities T1, TON1, TOFF1, f1=1/T1 in order to
bring the switching device 110 to working points that are
as closest as possible to the requested set points and
generate the control signals C1 in order to operate the
switching device 110 according to said first control quan-
tities.
[0069] The control means 50 regulate the operation of
the switching device 120 (slave device) on the base of
the operating conditions of the switching device 110, in
particular mainly with the aim of satisfying the following
operative conditions:

- the switching devices 110, 120 must operate in an
interleaved mode;

- the switching period T2 of the switching device 120
must be equal to the switching period T1 of the
switching device 110.

[0070] Within the framework of the present invention,
it is intended that two switching devices operate in an
interleaved mode, if the conduction periods TON1, TON2
do not mutually overlap or overlap for time intervals
TOVER, the total duration of which is relatively short with
respect to the duration of the switching period T1=T2.
[0071] During the time intervals TOVER both the switch-
ing devices 110, 120 are in a conduction state. The total
duration of the time intervals TOVER is equal to the differ-
ence between the sum of the two conduction periods
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TON1, TON2 and the switching period T1 (T1 = T2), i.e.
TOVER = (TON1+TON2) -T1.
[0072] Therefore, after having established the most
proper working point for the switching device 110 (mas-
ter), the control means 50 calculate the second control
quantities T2, TON2, TOFF2, f2=1/T2 in order to bring the
switching device 110 to working points that satisfy the
above mentioned operative conditions established for
the "slave device".
[0073] The control means 50 generate the control sig-
nals C2 in order to operate the switching device 120 ac-
cording to said second control quantities.
[0074] The control means 50 preferably operate the
switching device 120 with the aim of achieving the re-
quested set points, when the operative conditions estab-
lished for the "slave device" are satisfied.
[0075] In particular, when it is possible, the control
means 50 regulate the operation of the switching device
120 so that one or more second electric quantities VCE2,
IS2, PIN2 related to the operation of said first switching
device follow corresponding second reference wave-
forms and/or values.
[0076] Conveniently, the operating quantities that are
taken into consideration by the control means 50 for op-
erating the switching device 120 are the voltage VCE2
across the terminals of the switching device 120 and/or
the current IS2 flowing through this latter and/or the power
drained from the mains PIN2 during the switching period
T2.
[0077] The procedure is then repeated at the next sam-
pling period (k+1).
[0078] In figures 3-4, some possible scenarios for the
interleaved operation of the switching devices 110 (mas-
ter) and 120 (slave) are shown.
[0079] In the interleaved operation modes I1-I3 shown
in figure 3, the sum of the two conduction periods TON1,
TON2 is shorter than the switching period T1, i.e. TON1 +
TON2 < T1.
[0080] Thus, no time intervals TOVER are present but
it is possible to identify time intervals TDEAD during which
both the switching devices 110, 120 are in an interdiction
state.
[0081] The time intervals TDEAD are distributed de-
pending on the starting instants of the conduction periods
TON1, TON2.
[0082] In the interleaved operation modes 14-16
shown in figure 4, the sum of the two conduction periods
TON1, TON2 is longer than the switching period T1, i.e.
TON1 + TON2 > T1.
[0083] In this case, it is possible to notice the presence
of time intervals TOVER, which are distributed depending
on the starting instants of the conduction periods TON1,
TON2.
[0084] Preferably, while adjusting the working point of
the switching device 110, the control means 50 operate
this latter, so that certain electric quantities vary within
first predefined reference limits and the switching device
110 can work in safe conditions (figure 5).

[0085] As mentioned above, the operating quantities
that are taken into consideration by the control means
50 for operating the switching device 110 are the voltage
VCE1 across the terminals of the switching device 110
and/or the current IS1 flowing through this latter and/or
the power drained from the mains PIN1 during the switch-
ing period T1.
[0086] Preferably, the mentioned first reference limits
are defined by first threshold values VCE1MAX, ISIMAX
which respectively represent the maximum values ad-
mitted for the voltage VCE1 and for the current IS1 during
the switching period T1 and at the turn-on of the switching
device 110 in order to ensure a safe operation of this
latter.
[0087] The mentioned first reference limits are advan-
tageously stored or run-time uploaded by the control
means 50 according to the stress levels set for the switch-
ing converter 10.
[0088] Preferably, the control means 50 operate the
switching device 110, so that the switching device 110
works in soft switching conditions.
[0089] Within the framework of the present invention,
it is intended that a switching device operates in soft
switching conditions, if the voltage across it and/or the
current flowing through it is null at the instant of the com-
mutation.
[0090] The switching device 110 thus works in soft
switching conditions, if the voltage VCE1 is substantially
equal to zero (in particular lower than a predefined thresh-
old value VCE1_HS), at the beginning of each conduction
period TON1, when the switching device 110 is turned on.
[0091] In order to operate the switching device 110,
the control means 50 may intervene on the switching
period T1, the conduction period TON1 and/or the inter-
ruption period TOFF1.
[0092] Of course, other control variables such as the
switching frequency f1= 1/T1 or the duty-cycle may be
adopted.
[0093] Preferably, the control means 50 adjust the con-
duction period TON1 and calculate the interruption period
TOFF1 and the switching period T1 on the base of the
value established for the conduction period TON1.
[0094] To this aim, the control means 50 may adopt
different control procedures, according to the needs.
[0095] An example of control procedure 600 that may
be adopted by the control means 50 is shown in figure 6.
[0096] At the generic sampling period k, the control
procedure 600 comprises the step 601 of acquiring data
related to the quantities VCE1, IS1.
[0097] At the step 602, the acquired data VCE1(k), IS1
(k) are compared with the stored threshold values
VCE1MAX, ,VCE1_HS and IS1MAX.
[0098] If the voltage VCE1(k), which has an oscillating
damped behaviour as shown in Fig. 11, at it’s maximum
resonance peak value VCE_peak exceeds the maximum
threshold value VCE1MAX, the conduction period TON1 for
the sampling instant k+1 is reduced so as to reduce the
electric energy transferred to the resonant tank 201 (step
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603).
[0099] If the voltage VCE1(K) at it’s minimum resonance
value VCE_min (which is lower than the maximum thresh-
old value VCE1MAX), becomes lower than a minimum volt-
age threshold value VCE1_HS, the conduction period TON1
at for the sampling instant k+1 is increased, so as to in-
crease the electric energy transferred to the resonant
tank 201 (step 604).
[0100] If the voltage VCE1(K) is lower than the threshold
values VCE1MAX, or higher than VCE1_HS but the current
IS1(k) exceeds the threshold value IS1MAX, the conduction
period TON1 for the sampling instant k+1 is re-calculated,
so as to reduce the electric energy transferred to the res-
onant tank 201 (step 605).
[0101] If none of the aforementioned conditions is
met, , the conduction period TON1 for the instant k+1 is
adjusted by a usual closed control loop logic, such as a
known PID controller.
[0102] The diagrams of figures 7A-7C schematically
show the intervention of the control means 50 at the steps
603, 604, 605 of the procedure 600.
[0103] At the steps 603, 605, control signals C1 are
generated to shorten the conduction period TON1 and
decrease the energy transferred to the resonant tank
201, while at the step 604 control signals C1 are gener-
ated to prolong the conduction period TON1 and increase
the energy transferred to the resonant tank 201.
[0104] Preferably, while adjusting the working point of
the switching device 120, the control means 50 operate
this latter, so that certain electric quantities vary within
second predefined reference limits and the switching de-
vice 120 can work in safe conditions (figure 8).
[0105] As mentioned above, the operating quantities
that are taken into consideration by the control means
50 for operating the switching device 120 are the voltage
VCE2 across the terminals of the switching device 110
and/or the current IS2 flowing through this latter and/or
the power drained from the mains PIN2 during the switch-
ing period T2.
[0106] Preferably, the mentioned second reference
limits are defined by second threshold values VCE2MAX,
IS2MAX which respectively represent the maximum values
admitted for the voltage VCE2 and for the current IS2 dur-
ing the switching period T2 and at the turn-on of the
switching device 120 in order to ensure a safe operation
of this latter.
[0107] The mentioned second reference limits are ad-
vantageously stored or run-time uploaded by the control
means 50 according to the stress levels set for the switch-
ing converter 10.
[0108] Preferably, the control means 50 operate the
switching device 110, so that the switching device 110
works in soft switching conditions.
[0109] The switching device 120 works in soft switch-
ing conditions, if the voltage VCE2 is substantially equal
to zero (in particular lower than a predefined threshold
value VCE2_HS), at the beginning of each conduction pe-
riod TON2, when the switching device 120 is turned on.

[0110] In order to operate the switching device 120,
the control means 50 may intervene on the switching
period T2, the conduction period TON2 and/or the inter-
ruption period TOFF2.
[0111] Of course, other control variables such as the
switching frequency f2 = 1/T2 or the duty-cycle may be
adopted.
[0112] Preferably, the control means 50 adjust the con-
duction period TON2 and calculate the interruption period
TOFF2 and the switching period T2 on the base of the
value established for the conduction period TON2.
[0113] To this aim, the control means 50 may adopt
different control procedures, according to the needs.
[0114] An example of control procedure 700 that may
be adopted by the control means 50 is shown in figure 9.
[0115] At the generic sampling period k, the control
procedure 700 comprises the step 701 of acquiring data
related to the quantities VCE2, IS2.
[0116] At the step 702, the acquired data VCE2(k), IS2
(k) are compared with the stored threshold values
VCE2MAX, ,VCE2_HS and IS2MAX.
[0117] If the voltage VCE2(k) exceeds the threshold val-
ue VCE2MAX, the conduction period TON2 for the sampling
instant k+1 is re-calculated, so as to reduce the electric
energy transferred to the resonant tank 202 (step 703).
[0118] If the voltage VCE2(k) is lower than the threshold
value VCE2MAX but it exceeds the voltage threshold value
VCE2_HS, the conduction period TON2 at for the sampling
instant k+1 is re-calculated, so as to increase the electric
energy transferred to the resonant tank 202 (step 704).
If the voltage VCE2(k) is lower than the threshold values
VCE2MAX, VCE2_HS but the current IS2(k) exceeds the
threshold value IS2MAX, the conduction period TON2 for
the sampling instant k+1 is re-calculated, so as to reduce
the electric energy transferred to the resonant tank 202
(step 705).
[0119] If none of the stored threshold values is exceed-
ed, the conduction period TON2 for the instant k+1 is equal
to the one calculated for the sampling instant k (step 706).
[0120] The diagrams of figures 10A-10C schematically
show the intervention of the control means 50 at the steps
703, 704, 705 of the procedure 700.
[0121] At the steps 703, 705 control signals C2 are gen-
erated to shorten the conduction period TON2 and de-
crease the energy transferred to the resonant tank 202,
while at the step 704 control signals C2 are generated to
prolong the conduction period TON2 and increase the en-
ergy transferred to the resonant tank 202.
[0122] From the above, it is apparent that the present
invention relates, in a further aspect, a method for oper-
ating the power supply device 100.
[0123] The method, according to the invention, com-
prises the steps of:

- operating the switching device 110 independently
from the operating conditions of the switching device
120 and so that one or more first electric quantities
VCE1, IS1, PIN1 related to the operation of the first
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switching device 110 follow first corresponding ref-
erence waveforms and/or values;

- operating the switching device 120 depending on the
operating conditions of the switching device 110 and
so that the switching devices 110, 120 operate ac-
cording to an interleaved mode and the second
switching period T2 is kept constantly equal to the
first switching period T1.

[0124] Preferably, the method comprises the step of
operating the step of operating the switching device 110,
so that one or more first electric quantities VCE1, IS1, PIN1
related to the operation of this latter vary within first pre-
defined reference limits VCE1MAX, IS1MAX.
[0125] Preferably, the method comprises the step of
operating the switching device 110, so that this latter
works in soft switching conditions.
[0126] Preferably, the switching device 110 is operated
by adjusting the conduction period TON1 of the switching
period T1.
[0127] Preferably, the method comprises the step of
operating the switching device 120, so that so that one
or more second electric quantities VCE2, IS2, PIN2 related
to the operation of this latter follow corresponding second
reference waveforms and/or values.
[0128] Preferably, the method comprises the step of
operating the switching device 120, so that one or more
second electric quantities VCE2, IS2, PIN2 related to the
operation of this latter vary within second predefined ref-
erence limits VCE2MAX, IS2MAX.
[0129] Preferably, the method comprises the step of
operating the switching device 120, so that this latter
works in soft switching conditions.
[0130] Preferably, the switching device 120 is operated
by adjusting the conduction period TON2 of the switching
period T2.
[0131] The power supply device 100, and the operating
method thereof, according to the present invention, fully
allows the achievement of the intended aims and objects.
[0132] The power supply device 100, and the operating
method thereof, allows to operating the switching devices
110, 120 in a coordinated manner.
[0133] It is therefore possible to operate the switching
devices 110, 120, so as to decrease the electrical stress-
es on the active and passive components (in particular
on the bus capacitor 13), prevent electrical faults on the
switching devices and, more generally, increase the ro-
bustness to grid faults.
[0134] The power supply device 100, and the operating
method thereof, allows achieving higher levels of power,
reducing the interference noise injected into the mains,
reducing the inter-modulation noise and increasing the
overall efficiency of the power supply to the household
appliance.
[0135] The power supply device, and the operating
method thereof, according to the invention, has a rela-
tively simple circuit structure and it is relatively easy and
relatively cheap to manufacture at industrial level.

Claims

1. A power supply device (100) for a household appli-
ance comprising:

- a switching converter (10) that comprises a rec-
tifying stage (12), electrically connected with the
mains, a bus capacitor (13) electrically connect-
ed in parallel with output terminals of said recti-
fying stage (12), a first and second resonant tank
(201, 202) electrically connected with at least a
terminal (A, B) of said bus capacitor (13), a first
and second switching device (110, 120), which
have respectively a first and second switching
period (T1, T2) and are electrically connected re-
spectively with said first and second resonant
tank (201, 202);
- control means (50) for controlling said first and
second switching device (110, 120); character-
ised in that said control means (50) normally
operate said first switching device (110) inde-
pendently from the operating conditions of said
second switching device (120), so that one or
more first electric quantities (VCE1, IS1, PIN1) re-
lated to the operation of said first switching de-
vice (110) follow corresponding reference first
waveforms and/or first reference values, said
control means operating said second switching
device (120) depending on the operating condi-
tions of said first switching device (110), so that
said first and second switching device (110, 120)
work according to an interleaved mode and said
second switching period (T2) is kept constantly
equal to said first switching period (T1).

2. A power supply device, according to claim 1, char-
acterised in that said control means (50) operate
said first switching device (110), so that one or more
first electric quantities (VCE1 IS1, PIN1) related to the
operation of said first switching device vary within
first predefined limits (VCE1MAX, IS1MAX).

3. A power supply device, according to claim 1 or 2,
characterised in that said control means (50) op-
erate said first switching device (110), so that said
first switching device (110) works in soft switching
conditions.

4. A power supply device, according to one or more of
the previous claims, characterised in that said con-
trol means (50) operate said second switching de-
vice (120), so that one or more second electric quan-
tities (VCE2, IS2, PIN2) related to the operation of said
second switching device (120) follow corresponding
second reference waveforms and/or second refer-
ence values.

5. A power supply device, according claim 4, charac-
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terised in that said control means (50) operate said
second switching device (120), so that so that one
or more second electric quantities (VCE2, IS2) related
to the operation of said second switching device vary
within second predefined limits (VCE2MAX, IS2MAX).

6. A power supply device, according to claim 4 or 5,
characterised in that said control means (50) op-
erate said second switching device (120), so that
said second switching device (120) works in soft
switching conditions.

7. A household appliance, characterised in that it
comprises a power supply device, according to one
or more of the previous claims.

8. A method for operating a power supply device (100)
for a household appliance, said power supply device
comprising a switching converter (10) that comprises
a rectifying stage (12), electrically connected with
the mains, a bus capacitor (13), electrically connect-
ed in parallel with output terminals of said rectifying
stage (12), a first and second resonant tank (201,
202) electrically connected with at least a terminal
(A, B) of said bus capacitor (13), a first and second
switching device (110, 120), which have respectively
a first and second switching period (T1, T2) and are
electrically connected respectively with said first and
second resonant tank (201, 202), characterised in
that it comprises the steps of:

- normally operating said first switching device
(110) independently from the operating condi-
tions of said second switching device (120), so
that one or more first electric quantities (VCE1,
IS1, PIN1) related to the operation of said first
switching device (110) follow corresponding first
reference waveforms and/or first reference val-
ues;
- operating said second switching device (120)
depending on the operating conditions of said
first switching device (110), so that said first and
second switching device (110, 120) work ac-
cording to an interleaved mode and said second
switching period (T2) is kept constantly equal to
said first switching period (T1).

9. A method, according to claim 8, characterised in
that it comprises the step of operating said first
switching device (110), so that one or more first elec-
tric quantities (VCE1 IS1, PIN1) related to the operation
of said first switching device vary within first prede-
fined limits (VCE1MAX, IS1MAX).

10. A method, according to claim 8 or 9, characterised
in that it comprises the step of operating said first
switching device (110), so that and said first switch-
ing device (110) works in soft switching conditions.

11. A method, according to one or more of the claims
from 7 to 9, characterised in that it comprises the
step of operating said second switching device (120),
so that one or more second electric quantities (VCE2,
IS2, PIN2) related to the operation of said second
switching device (120) follow corresponding second
reference waveforms and/or second reference val-
ues.

12. A method, according to claim 11, characterised in
that it comprises the step of operating said second
switching device (120), so that so that one or more
second electric quantities (VCE2, IS2) related to the
operation of said second switching device vary within
second predefined limits (VCE2MAX, IS2MAX).

13. A method, according to claim 11 or 12, character-
ised in that it comprises the step of operating said
second switching device (120), so that said second
switching device (120) works in soft switching con-
ditions.
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