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(54) PLANETRARY CARRIER AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING SAME

(57) A planetary carrier includes a plurality of pinion
gears, a plurality of pinion shafts that are each inserted
in the corresponding pinion gear, a first supporting plate
that supports one end of each of the pinion shafts, a sec-
ond supporting plate that supports the other end of each
of the pinion shafts, and a plurality of bridge plates, one
end of each of which is joined to the first supporting plate
via a welding portion and the other end of each of which
is joined to the second supporting plate via a welding
portion and which connects the first and second support-
ing plates.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The disclosure relates to a planetary carrier and
a method for manufacturing the same, the planetary car-
rier including a plurality of pinion gears and a plurality of
pinion shafts that are each inserted in the corresponding
pinion gear.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Conventionally, a planetary carrier that includes
a carrier plate and a carrier base that are formed by press
working a plate material having a prescribed thickness
is known as this type of planetary carrier (for example,
see Patent Document 1). The carrier plate of the plane-
tary carrier has an annular base portion and a plurality
of leg portions that are bent from an outer peripheral sur-
face of the base portion toward the carrier base. The
carrier base has a plurality of arcuate holes that are
formed at positions corresponding to the leg portions of
the carrier plate. The leg portions of the carrier plate are
inserted in the corresponding arcuate hole of the carrier
base and welded to the carrier base.
[0003] Conventionally, a planetary carrier that includes
a plurality of pinion gears, a pair of carrier members that
are disposed on both sides across the pinion gears in
the axial direction and that shaft-support each of the pin-
ion gears, and a plurality of stud pins is also known (for
example, see Patent Document 2). In the planetary car-
rier, the stud pins are disposed between the pinion gears
in a rotational direction of a planetary gear unit in order
to resolve an issue resulting from welding during manu-
facture. Both ends of each stud pin are fixed to the carrier
members by clinching.

Related Art Documents

Patent Documents

[0004]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2014-77487 (JP
2014-77487 A)
Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2002-243025 (JP
2002-243025 A)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0005] The carrier plate of the planetary carrier accord-
ing to Patent Document 1 has the leg portions that are
extended radially from the annular base portion and the
carrier plate has a complicated planar shape. The size

of a base material that is needed to acquire a prescribed
number of carrier plates is large. The amount of end ma-
terials that are wasted is increased and thus, material
yield is deteriorated. Similarly, for the carrier base having
an annular planar shape, the increase in the size of the
base material and the deterioration of material yield are
not easily suppressed. Thus, with the planetary carrier
according to Patent Document 1, it is difficult to further
reduce the material cost. Although the planetary carrier
according to Patent Document 2 can be manufactured
without using welding, it is difficult to sufficiently ensure
the strength of the planetary carrier just by fixing the stud
pins to the pair of carrier members by clinching.
[0006] A main object of the disclosure is to satisfactorily
ensure the strength of a planetary carrier while satisfac-
torily reducing the manufacturing cost.
[0007] The planetary carrier of the disclosure is a plan-
etary carrier that includes a plurality of pinion gears and
a plurality of pinion shafts that are each inserted in the
corresponding pinion gear. The planetary carrier in-
cludes a first supporting plate that supports one end of
each of the pinion shafts, a second supporting plate that
supports the other end of each of the pinion shafts, and
a plurality of bridge plates, one end of each of which is
joined to the first supporting plate via a welding portion
and the other end of each of which is joined to the second
supporting plate via a welding portion and which con-
nects the first and second supporting plates.
[0008] In the planetary carrier, one end of each bridge
plate is joined to the first supporting plate via the welding
portion and the other end is joined to the second sup-
porting plate via the welding portion and thus, the first
and second supporting plates are connected by the
bridge plates. The strength of the planetary carrier can
therefore be satisfactorily ensured. In the planetary car-
rier, the planar shape of the first and second supporting
plates and the bridge plate can be simplified. In this way,
it is possible to decrease the size of the base materials
of the first and second supporting plates and the bridge
plate and improve material yield so as to decrease the
material cost. A decrease amount of the material cost is
sufficiently larger than an increase amount of the working
cost resulting from the increase in the number of spots
to weld. As a result, with this planetary carrier, it is pos-
sible to satisfactorily ensure the strength thereof and sat-
isfactorily reduce the manufacturing cost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a planetary
carrier of the disclosure.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a plan view of the planetary carrier
illustrated in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3A is an explanatory diagram of a base
material of a constituent member of the planetary
carrier of the disclosure. FIG. 3B is an explanatory
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diagram of a base material of a constituent member
of a conventional planetary carrier.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of an
example of a joining portion of first and second sup-
porting plates and a bridge plate.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another plan-
etary carrier of the disclosure.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a plan view of the planetary carrier
illustrated in FIG. 5.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is an enlarged sectional view of an-
other example of the joining portion of the first and
second supporting plates and the bridge plate.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a plan view of still another planetary
carrier of the disclosure.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a plan view of another planetary
carrier of the disclosure.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram for an-
other manufacturing procedure of the planetary car-
rier of the disclosure.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram for still
another manufacturing procedure of the planetary
carrier of the disclosure.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0010] Modes for carrying out the invention of the dis-
closure will be described below with reference to the
drawings.
[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a planetary car-
rier 10 of the disclosure. FIG. 2 is a plan view of the
planetary carrier 10. The planetary carrier 10 illustrated
in the drawings are included in a single-pinion type plan-
etary gear that is applied to a transmission. The planetary
carrier 10 includes a plurality of (three in the embodiment,
for example) pinion gears PG and a plurality of (three in
the embodiment, for example) pinion shafts PS that are
each inserted in the corresponding pinion gear PG (in
FIG. 1, both are not shown). The planetary carrier 10 also
includes a first supporting plate 11 that supports one end
of each pinion shaft PS, a second supporting plate 12
that supports the other end of each pinion shaft PS, and
a plurality of (three in the embodiment, for example)
bridge plates 15 that connect the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12.
[0012] The first supporting plate 11 is formed by blank-
ing (press working) a metal plate such as a steel plate.
The first supporting plate 11 includes a flat outer face
and a flat inner face 11i (see FIG. 1), a circular hole
(through hole) 11o that is extended concentrically with
an axis of the planetary carrier 10, a plurality of peripheral
portions 11e that are extended linearly around the circu-
lar hole 11o, and a plurality of corner portions 11c that
connect the peripheral portions 11e that are adjacent to
each other.
[0013] In the embodiment, the first supporting plate 11
has the same number of peripheral portions 11e as that
of the pinion gears PG and the bridge plates 15, that is,
the first supporting plate 11 has three peripheral portions

11e. A side face of each peripheral portion 11e is formed
to be flat. An angle formed by the side faces of two ad-
jacent peripheral portions 11e via the corner portion 11c
is 60 degrees. In this way, the first supporting plate 11
has a planar shape with a generally equilateral triangle
shape (polygonal shape), as illustrated in FIG. 2. In the
embodiment, the first supporting plate 11 is formed so
that the side face of each peripheral portion 11e is posi-
tioned radially inward (on the circular hole 11o side, that
is, on the axis side of the planetary carrier 10) relative to
the corresponding peripheral portion of a polygon (trian-
gle) PI (see FIG. 2) that is circumscribed to the pinion
gears PG (addendum circle) when the planetary carrier
10 is viewed in plan. The first supporting plate 11 is
formed so that the side face of each peripheral portion
11e is positioned radially outward relative to the corre-
sponding peripheral portion of the polygon (triangle) that
is circumscribed to a plurality of shaft holes 11h when
the planetary carrier 10 is viewed in plan.
[0014] The shaft hole 11h is formed on each corner
portion 11c of the first supporting plate 11, an end of the
pinion shaft PS that is inserted in the pinion gear PG
being inserted in the shaft hole 11h. A clinching groove
11g is formed around each shaft hole 11h, the clinching
groove 11g being for clinching an end of the pinion shaft
PS that is inserted in the shaft hole 11h. A side face of
each corner portion 11c has a chamfered shape (rounded
shape) so that the side face of the corner portion 11c is
smoothly continuous with the side face of the correspond-
ing peripheral portion 11e and so that stress concentra-
tion is alleviated.
[0015] The second supporting plate 12 is formed by
blanking (press working) a metal plate such as a steel
plate. The second supporting plate 12 includes a flat outer
face and a flat inner face 12i (see FIG. 1), a circular hole
(through hole) 12o that is extended concentrically with
the axis of the planetary carrier 10, a plurality of peripheral
portions 12e that are each extended linearly around the
circular hole 12o, and a plurality of corner portions 12c
that connect the peripheral portions 12e that are adjacent
to each other. In the embodiment, the second supporting
plate 12 has the same structure as that of the first sup-
porting plate 11 described above. That is, the second
supporting plate 12 has a planar shape with a generally
equilateral triangle shape (polygonal shape) that is the
same as that of the first supporting plate 11. The second
supporting plate 12 also includes the same number of
peripheral portions 12e as that of the pinion gears PG
and the bridge plates 15, that is, the second supporting
plate 12 includes three peripheral portions 12e. The sec-
ond supporting plate 12 is also formed so that a side face
of each peripheral portion 12e is positioned radially in-
ward (on the circular hole 12o side, that is, on the axis
side of the planetary carrier 10) relative to the corre-
sponding peripheral portion of the polygon (triangle) PI
(see FIG. 2) that is circumscribed to the pinion gears PG
when the planetary carrier 10 is viewed in plan. The sec-
ond supporting plate 12 is also formed so that the side
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face of each peripheral portion 12e is positioned radially
outward relative to the corresponding peripheral portion
of the polygon (triangle) that is circumscribed to a plurality
of shaft holes 12h when the planetary carrier 10 is viewed
in plan.
[0016] The shaft hole 12h is formed on each corner
portion 12c of the second supporting plate 12, the other
end of the pinion shaft PS that is inserted in the pinion
gear PG being inserted in the shaft hole 12h. A clinching
groove (not shown) is formed around each shaft hole
12h. Here, the clinching groove is for clinching the other
end of the pinion shaft PS that is inserted in the shaft
hole 12h. A side face of each peripheral portion 12e is
formed to be flat. A side face of each corner portion 12c
has a chamfered shape (rounded shape) so that the side
face of the corner portion 12c is smoothly continuous with
the side face of the corresponding peripheral portion 12e
and so that stress concentration is alleviated.
[0017] Each bridge plate 15 is formed by blanking
(press working) a metal plate such as a steel plate so
that the bridge plate 15 has a flat plate shape with a rec-
tangular planar shape, that is, a thin rectangular paral-
lelepiped shape. One end face of the bridge plate 15 is
abutted against the inner face 11i of the corresponding
peripheral portion 11e of the first supporting plate 11 and
is joined to the peripheral portion 11e by electron beam
welding or laser welding that is performed from the radi-
ally outer side of the first supporting plate 11. The other
end face of the bridge plate 15 is abutted against the
inner face 12i of the corresponding peripheral portion 12e
of the second supporting plate 12 and is joined to the
peripheral portion 12e by electron beam welding or laser
welding that is performed from the radially outer side of
the second supporting plate 12. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the bridge plate 15 is joined to the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12 so as to be positioned radially inward
(on the circular holes 11o, 12o side, that is, on the axis
of the planetary carrier 10 side) relative to an addendum
circle Ct of a ring gear that is to be meshed with the pinion
gears PG. In the embodiment, the bridge plate 15 is
joined to the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 so
that an outer face is flush with the side faces of the pe-
ripheral portions 11e, 12e. However, the bridge plate 15
may be joined to the first and second supporting plates
11, 12 so that the outer face is positioned radially inward
relative to the side faces of the peripheral portions 11e,
12e.
[0018] In this way, an end of each bridge plate 15 is
joined to the first supporting plate 11 via a welding portion
WP and the other end of the bridge plate 15 is joined to
the second supporting plate 12 via the welding portion
WP. The first supporting plate 11 and the second sup-
porting plate 12 are thus firmly connected by a plurality
of the bridge plates 15. After the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12 and the bridge plates 15 are assem-
bled, the pinion gears PG are disposed in order between
the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 from be-
tween side faces of the adjacent bridge plates 15. The

pinion shafts PS are inserted in order in the shaft holes
11h, 12h of the first and second supporting plates 11, 12
and the pinion gears PG. Both ends of the pinion shafts
PS are then clinched. In this way, the pinion gears PG
are supported by the first and second supporting plates
11, 12 so as to be rotatable, and the planetary carrier 10
is thus completed. A sun gear not shown that meshes
with the pinion gears PG is disposed between the first
and second supporting plates 11, 12 via the circular hole
11o or the circular hole 12o. A shaft (not shown) that is
fixed to the sun gear extends through at least one of the
circular hole 11o and the circular hole 12o.
[0019] As described above, in the planetary carrier 10,
the one end of each bridge plate 15 is welded to the first
supporting plate 11 and the other end is welded to the
second supporting plate 12. The first supporting plate 11
and the second supporting plate 12 are thus connected
by the bridge plates 15. The strength of the planetary
carrier 10 can therefore be satisfactorily ensured. Each
bridge plate 15 is welded to the corresponding peripheral
portions 11e, 12e of the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12. When a shear force in the rotational direc-
tion acts on the planetary carrier 10, a component force
of the shear force acts on each welding portion WP and
the shear force acting on the welding portion WP is thus
smaller than the shear force in the rotational direction. It
is therefore possible to further improve the strength of
the planetary carrier 10 against the shear force in the
rotational direction.
[0020] In the planetary carrier 10, the planar shape of
the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 and the
bridge plate 15 can be simplified as described above.
More specifically, the first and second supporting plates
11, 12 have a simple planar shape with a generally equi-
lateral triangle shape (polygonal shape), and each bridge
plate 15 has an extremely simple rectangular planar
shape. As illustrated in FIG. 3A, it is possible to set the
size (surface area) of plate materials 101, 102, 105 to be
significantly smaller than the size of base materials (plate
materials) that are needed for manufacturing a pre-
scribed number of planetary carriers including a carrier
plate CP having a plurality of leg portions and a base
plate BP (see FIG. 3B). Here, the plate materials 101,
102, 105 are base materials of the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12 and the bridge plates 15 that are
needed for manufacturing a prescribed number of plan-
etary carriers 10.
[0021] That is, the first and second supporting plates
11, 12 are blanked from the plate material 101 or the
plate material 102 by a punch or a die not shown. As it
can be seen from FIG. 3A, the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12 are blanked so that one of the peripheral
portions 11e, 12e extends in parallel with inner faces
101hi, 102hi, corresponding to one of the peripheral por-
tions 11e, 12e, of blanked holes 101h, 102h. Here, the
blanked holes 101h, 102h are formed in the plate mate-
rials 101, 102 by blanking of the first or second supporting
plates 11, 12 that has been performed one shot before.
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The bridge plates 15 are blanked from a plate material
105 by a punch or a die not shown. As it can be seen
from FIG. 3A, each bridge plate 15 is blanked so that one
of the peripheral portions extends in parallel with an inner
face, corresponding to one of the peripheral portions, of
a blanked hole 105h. Here, the blanked hole 105h is
formed in the plate material 105 by blanking of the bridge
plate 15 that has been performed one shot before. Com-
pared to the carrier plate CP and the base plate BP, it is
thus possible to significantly narrow the intervals (the
widths of feed bridges) between the blanked holes 101h,
102h, 105h in the plate materials 101, 102, 105 that are
base materials. It is therefore possible to significantly de-
crease the amount of end materials.
[0022] As a result, in the planetary carrier 10, it is pos-
sible to decrease the size of the base materials of the
first and second supporting plates 11, 12 and the bridge
plates 15 and improve material yield so as to significantly
decrease the material cost. When welding the carrier
plate CP having three leg portions to the base plate BP,
there are three spots to weld. In contrast, when welding
three bridge plates 15 to the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12, there are six spots to weld. However, a
decrease amount of the material cost of the planetary
carrier 10 is sufficiently larger than an increase amount
of the working cost resulting from the increase in the
number of spots to weld. As a result, with the planetary
carrier 10, it is possible to satisfactorily ensure the
strength thereof and reduce the manufacturing cost ex-
tremely satisfactorily.
[0023] The first supporting plate 11, the second sup-
porting plate 12, and the bridge plate 15 are each formed
in separate steps. The material and the thickness etc. of
the first supporting plate 11, the second supporting plate
12, and the bridge plate 15 can thus be made different
from each other. The first supporting plate 11, the second
supporting plate 12, and the bridge plate 15 may be
blanked one by one from the plate materials 101, 102 or
105, or may be blanked in numbers (for example, in two).
[0024] In the embodiment described above, each
bridge plate 15 is joined to the inner face 11i of the cor-
responding peripheral portion 11e of the first supporting
plate 11 and the inner face 12i of the corresponding pe-
ripheral portion 12e of the second supporting plate 12
via the welding portions WP. It is thus possible to reduce
the height of the bridge plate 15 so as to further reduce
the material cost. When the bridge plate 15 is disposed
between the inner face 11i of the first supporting plate
11 and the inner face 12i of the second supporting plate
12 in this way, both end faces of the bridge plate 15 are
cut after blanking (press working) so as to ensure accu-
racy of the height of the bridge plate 15. At this time, the
bridge plate 15 is formed to have a thin rectangular par-
allelepiped shape. Thus, all the end faces of the bridge
plates 15 on one side can be cut at once and all the end
faces of the bridge plates 15 on the other side can be cut
at once. The cost required for cutting is significantly lower
than the cost required for cutting the end portion of the

leg portion of the carrier plate CP and the inner peripheral
surface of the arcuate hole of the base plate BP described
above to ensure assembly accuracy. In the planetary car-
rier 10, it is possible to reduce the cost required for cutting
(machining cost) compared to the planetary carrier in-
cluding the carrier plate CP and the base plate BP de-
scribed above. The manufacturing cost can therefore be
reduced.
[0025] In the embodiment described above, the
number of peripheral portions 11e, 12e of the first and
second supporting plates 11, 12 are set to be the same
as the number of bridge plates 15. It is thus possible to
simplify the planar shape of the first and second support-
ing plates 11, 12. The number of peripheral portions 11e,
12e of the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 is
set to be the same as the number of pinion gears PG. It
is thus possible to further simplify the planar shape of the
first and second supporting plates 11, 12. However, as
long as the planar shape is not complicated, the number
of peripheral portions 11e, 12e of the first and second
supporting plates 11, 12 may be more than the number
of bridge plates 15 and may be different from the number
of pinion gears PG.
[0026] In the embodiment described above, the first
and second supporting plates 11, 12 are formed so that
each peripheral portion 11e, 12e (side face) is positioned
radially inward relative to the corresponding peripheral
portion of the polygon (triangle) PI that is circumscribed
to the pinion gears PG when the planetary carrier 10 is
viewed in plan. In this way, it is possible to ensure the
strength of the planetary carrier 10, make the first and
second supporting plates 11, 12 more compact so as to
reduce the material cost, and reduce the weight of the
planetary carrier 10. However, the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12 may be formed so that the side face
of each peripheral portion 11e, 12e overlaps with the cor-
responding peripheral portion of the polygon PI described
above.
[0027] In the embodiment described above, each
bridge plate 15 is joined to the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12 so as to be disposed radially inward relative
to the addendum circle Ct of the ring gear that is to be
meshed with the pinion gears PG. In this way, it is pos-
sible to eliminate interference of the bridge plates 15 with
the ring gear that is meshed with the pinion gears PG.
[0028] In the embodiment described above, the first
and second supporting plates 11, 12 have the same con-
figuration. In this way, management and handling of the
members when the planetary carrier 10 is manufactured
etc. can be made easier. It is thus possible to further
reduce the manufacturing cost of the planetary carrier
10. However, the first and second supporting plates 11,
12 only need to have the same planar shape, and does
not need to have a completely identical configuration.
For example, the position of the clinching groove etc.
may differ in the first and second supporting plates 11, 12.
[0029] In the peripheral portion 11e, 12e of the first and
second supporting plates 11, 12 of the planetary carrier
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10, recessed portions 11r, 12r to which one end or the
other end of the bridge plate 15 is fitted may be formed,
as illustrated in FIG. 4. In this case, the one end of the
bridge plate 15 is joined to an inner face of the recessed
portion 11r of the corresponding peripheral portion 11e
via the welding portion WP and the other end of the bridge
plate 15 is joined to an inner face of the recessed portion
12r of the corresponding peripheral portion 12e via the
welding portion WP. In this way, it is possible to easily
and accurately position the bridge plate 15 with respect
to the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 when
performing welding operation.
[0030] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another planetary
carrier 10X of the disclosure. FIG. 6 is a plan view of the
planetary carrier 10X. Among the components of the
planetary carrier 10X, the components that are the same
as those of the planetary carrier 10 described above are
given the same reference signs and description thereof
will be omitted.
[0031] The planetary carrier 10X illustrated in FIGS. 5
and 6 is included in a single-pinion type planetary gear
that is applied to a transmission. The planetary carrier
10X includes a plurality of (three in the embodiment, for
example) pinion gears PG and a plurality of (three in the
embodiment, for example) pinion shafts PS that are each
inserted in the corresponding pinion gear PG (in FIG. 5,
both are not shown). The planetary carrier 10X also in-
cludes the first supporting plate 11 that supports the one
end of each pinion shaft PS, the second supporting plate
12 that supports the other end of each pinion shaft PS,
and a plurality of (three in the embodiment, for example)
bridge plates 15X that connect the first and second sup-
porting plates 11, 12. The bridge plates 15X are formed
by blanking (press working) that is similar to the operation
performed on the bridge plates 15 described above.
[0032] In the planetary carrier 10X, one end of each
bridge plate 15X is abutted against a side face 11s (see
FIG. 5) of the corresponding peripheral portion 11e of
the first supporting plate 11 and is joined to the peripheral
portion 11e by electron beam welding or laser welding
that is performed from the axially outer side of the first
supporting plate 11. The other end of each bridge plate
15X is abutted against a side face 12s of the correspond-
ing peripheral portion 12e of the second supporting plate
12 and is joined to the peripheral portion 12e by electron
beam welding or laser welding that is performed from the
axially outer side of the second supporting plate 12. As
illustrated in FIG. 6, the bridge plate 15X is joined to the
first and second supporting plates 11, 12 so as to be
positioned radially inward (on the circular holes 11o, 12o
side, that is, on the axis side of the planetary carrier 10X)
relative to the addendum circle Ct of the ring gear that is
to be meshed with the pinion gears PG.
[0033] In this way, in the planetary carrier 10X, each
bridge plate 15X is joined to the side face 11s of the
corresponding peripheral portion 11e of the first support-
ing plate 11 and the side face 12s of the corresponding
peripheral portion 12e of the second supporting plate 12

via the welding portions WP. Similar to the planetary car-
rier including the carrier plate CP having the leg portions
and the base plate BP, the bridge plate 15X can be weld-
ed to the corresponding peripheral portions 11e, 12e from
the axial direction of the planetary carrier 10X. Welding
operation can be performed using existing welding equip-
ment or modified welding equipment.
[0034] In each bridge plate 15X of the planetary carrier
10X, a recessed portion 15ra to which the peripheral por-
tion 11e of the first supporting plate 11 is fitted and a
recessed portion 15rb to which the peripheral portion 12e
of the second supporting plate 12 is fitted may be formed,
as illustrated in FIG. 7. In this case, the one end of the
bridge plate 15X is joined to the side face of the peripheral
portion 11e that is fitted to the recessed portion 15ra via
the welding portion WP and the other end of the bridge
plate 15X is joined to the peripheral portion 12e that is
fitted to the recessed portion 15rb via the welding portion
WP. It is thus possible to easily and accurately position
the bridge plate 15X with respect to the first and second
supporting plates 11, 12 when performing welding oper-
ation. It is therefore possible to dispense with a jig for
adjusting intervals of the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12 when the bridge plate 15X is welded.
[0035] The planetary carriers 10, 10X described above
are included in a single-pinion type planetary gear and
both have three pinion gears PG. However, the number
of pinion gears PG in the planetary carriers 10, 10X may
be two, four, or more than four. FIG. 8 illustrates a plan-
etary carrier 10Y for a single-pinion type planetary gear,
in which the planetary carrier 10Y has four pinion gears
PG. As illustrated, the planetary carrier 10Y includes one
first supporting plate 11Y that supports the one end of
each pinion shaft PS, one second supporting plate 12Y
that supports the other end of each pinion shaft PS, and
four bridge plates 15Y that connect the first and second
supporting plates 11Y, 12Y The first supporting plate 11Y
is formed by blanking (press working) that is similar to
the operation performed on the first supporting plate 11
described above. The second supporting plate 12Y is
formed by blanking (press working) that is similar to the
operation performed on the second supporting plate 12
described above. The bridge plate 15Y is formed by
blanking (press working) that is similar to the operation
performed on the bridge plate 15 described above.
[0036] The first supporting plate 11Y of the planetary
carrier 10Y has a flat outer face and a flat inner face, the
circular hole (through hole) 11o that extends concentri-
cally with the axis of the planetary carrier 10Y, four pe-
ripheral portions 11e that each extend linearly around
the circular hole 11o, and four corner portions 11c that
connect the adjacent peripheral portions 11e to each oth-
er. The second supporting plate 12Y of the planetary car-
rier 10Y has the same configuration (planar shape) as
that of the first supporting plate 11Y. The second sup-
porting plate 12Y thus has a flat outer face and a flat inner
face, the circular hole (through hole) that extends con-
centrically with the axis of the planetary carrier 10Y, four
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peripheral portions that each extend linearly around the
circular hole, and four corner portions that connect the
adjacent peripheral portions to each other (all not shown).
[0037] In the planetary carrier 10Y, the first and second
supporting plates 11Y, 12Y are formed so that each pe-
ripheral portion is positioned radially inward relative to
the corresponding peripheral portion of the polygon
(square) that is circumscribed to the pinion gears PG
when the planetary carrier 10Y is viewed in plan. Each
bridge plate 15Y is joined to the first and second support-
ing plates 11Y, 12Y so as to be disposed radially inward
relative to the addendum circle of the ring gear that is to
be meshed with the pinion gears PG.
[0038] As illustrated in FIG. 8 by a broken line, each
bridge plate 15Y is welded to the inner face of the corre-
sponding peripheral portion 11e of the first supporting
plate 11Y and the inner face of the corresponding pe-
ripheral portion of the second supporting plate 12Y. How-
ever, as illustrated in FIG. 8 by a long dashed double-
short dashed line, the bridge plate 15Y may be welded
to the peripheral portion 11e of the corresponding pe-
ripheral portion 11e of the first supporting plate 11Y and
the side face of the corresponding peripheral portion of
the second supporting plate 12Y. The number of first and
second supporting plates 11Y, 12Y may be more than
the number of bridge plates 15Y or may be different from
the number of pinion gears PG, as long as the planar
shape is not complicated. On one of the bridge plate 15Y
and the peripheral portions of the first and second sup-
porting plates 11Y, 12Y, a recessed portion to which the
other of the bridge plate 15Y and the peripheral portion
of the first and second supporting plates 11Y, 12Y is fitted
may be formed.
[0039] The planetary carriers 10, 10X and 10Y de-
scribed above are included in a single-pinion type plan-
etary gear. However, the planetary carrier of the disclo-
sure may be included in a double-pinion type planetary
gear. FIG. 9 illustrates a planetary carrier 10Z for a dou-
ble-pinion type planetary gear. The planetary carrier 10Z
illustrated in FIG. 9 has three pairs of a first pinion gear
PGa and a second pinion gear PGb. Here, the first pinion
gear PGa is meshed with a sun gear not shown and the
second pinion gear PGb is meshed with the first pinion
gear PGa and the sun gear not shown.
[0040] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the planetary carrier 10Z
includes one first supporting plate 11Z, one second sup-
porting plate 12Z, and three bridge plates 15Z. The first
supporting plate 11Z supports one end of the pinion shaft
PSa that is inserted in each first pinion gear PGa and
supports one end of the pinion shaft PSb that is inserted
in each second pinion gear PGb. The second supporting
plate 12Z supports the other end of the pinion shaft PSa
that is inserted in each first pinion gear PGa and supports
the other end of the pinion shaft PSb that is inserted in
each second pinion gear PGb. The bridge plates 15Z
connect the first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z.
The first supporting plate 11Z is formed by blanking
(press working), similar to the first supporting plate 11

described above. The second supporting plate 12Z is
formed by blanking (press working) that is similar to the
operation performed on the second supporting plate 12
described above. The bridge plate 15Z is formed by
blanking (press working) that is similar to the operation
performed on the bridge plate 15 described above.
[0041] The first supporting plate 11Z of the planetary
carrier 10Z has a flat outer face and a flat inner face, the
circular hole (through hole) 11o that extends concentri-
cally with the axis of the planetary carrier 10Z, three pe-
ripheral portions 11e that each extend linearly around
the circular hole 11o, and three corner portions 11c that
connect the adjacent peripheral portions 11e to each oth-
er. The second supporting plate 12Z of the planetary car-
rier 10Z has the same configuration (planar shape) as
that of the first supporting plate 11Z. The second sup-
porting plate 12Z thus has a flat outer face and a flat inner
face, the circular hole (through hole) that extends con-
centrically with the axis of the planetary carrier 10Z, three
peripheral portions that each extend linearly around the
circular hole, and three corner portions that connect the
adjacent peripheral portions to each other (all not shown).
That is, the first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z
have the same number of peripheral portions as the
number of pairs of the first and second supporting gears
PGa, PGb that mesh with each other.
[0042] In the planetary carrier 10Z, the first and second
supporting plates 11Z, 12Z are formed so as to be posi-
tioned radially inward relative to the corresponding pe-
ripheral portion of the polygon (square) that is circum-
scribed to the pinion gears PG when the planetary carrier
10Z is viewed in plan. Each bridge plate 15Z is joined to
the first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z so as to
be disposed radially inward relative to the addendum cir-
cle of the ring gear that is to be meshed with the pinion
gears PG. As illustrated in FIG. 9 by a broken line, the
bridge plate 15Z is welded to the inner face of the corre-
sponding peripheral portion 11e of the first supporting
plate 11Z and the inner face of the corresponding periph-
eral portion of the second supporting plate 12Z. However,
as illustrated in FIG. 9 by a long dashed double-short
dashed line, the bridge plate 15Z may be welded to the
side face of the corresponding peripheral portion 11e of
the first supporting plate 11Z and the side face of the
corresponding peripheral portion of the second support-
ing plate 12Z. The number of peripheral portions of the
first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z may be more
than the number of bridge plates 15Z or may be different
from the number of pairs of the first and second pinion
gears PGa, PGb, as long as the planar shape is not com-
plicated. On one of the bridge plate 15Z and the periph-
eral portions of the first and second supporting plates
11Z, 12Z, a recessed portion to which the other one of
the bridge plate 15Z and the peripheral portions of the
first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z is fitted may
be formed.
[0043] The transmission to which the planetary gear
including the planetary carriers 10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z de-
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scribed above is applied may be a stepped transmission,
a mechanical continuously variable transmission (for-
ward-reverse switching mechanism), or a hybrid trans-
mission. In any case, with the planetary carriers 10, 10X,
10Y, 10Z described above, it is possible to satisfactorily
reduce the manufacturing cost of the planetary gear in-
cluding the planetary carriers 10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z and
hence reduce the manufacturing cost of the transmission
including the planetary gear. However, the planetary car-
riers 10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z described above may be included
in a planetary gear that is applied to a device besides a
transmission.
[0044] FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram for another
manufacturing procedure of the planetary carrier 10 etc.,
that is, another forming procedure of the first and second
supporting plates 11, 12. In the example illustrated in
FIG. 10, the first supporting plate 11 and the second sup-
porting plate 12 are formed from a common plate material
103 in the same step. In this way, it is possible to reduce
the number of die sets etc. and reduce the cost of the
manufacturing facility of the planetary carrier 10 etc. In
the example illustrated in FIG. 10, the first and second
supporting plates 11, 12 are blanked from the plate ma-
terial 103 by a punch or a die not shown. The first and
second supporting plates 11, 12 are blanked so that one
of the peripheral portions 11e, 12e extends in parallel
with an inner face 103hi, corresponding to one of the
peripheral portions 11e, 12e, of a blanked hole 103h.
Here, the blanked hole 103h is formed in the plate ma-
terial 103 by blanking of the first and second supporting
plates 11, 12 that has been performed one shot before.
It is thus possible to significantly narrow the interval (the
width of a feed bridge) between the blanked holes 103h
in the plate material 103 that is the base material. It is
therefore possible to significantly decrease the amount
of end materials. In the example illustrated in FIG. 10,
the first and second supporting plates 11, 12 are blanked
at once (one for each supporting plate) from the plate
material 103 by a punch or a die not shown. Here, the
first and second supporting plates 11, 12 are arranged
to be adjacent to each other so that the corresponding
peripheral portions 11e, 12e extend in parallel with each
other. In this way, it is possible to effectively manufacture
the first and second supporting plates 11, 12. However,
the first supporting plate 11 and the second supporting
plate 12 may be blanked from the plate material 103 one
plate at a time sequentially. The manufacturing proce-
dure illustrated in FIG. 10 may be applied when manu-
facturing the first and second supporting plates 11Y, 12Y
and the first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z.
[0045] FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram for another
manufacturing procedure of the planetary carrier 10 etc.,
that is, still another forming procedure of the first and
second supporting plates 11, 12. In the example illustrat-
ed in FIG. 11, the first supporting plate 11, the second
supporting plate 12, and the bridge plate 15 are blanked
from a common plate material 104. In this way, it is pos-
sible to reduce the number of die sets etc. and reduce

the cost of the manufacturing facility of the planetary car-
rier 10 etc. In the example illustrated in FIG. 11, the first
and second supporting plates 11, 12 are blanked from
the plate material 104 by a punch or a die not shown.
The first and second supporting plates 11, 12 are blanked
so that one of the peripheral portions 11e, 12e extends
in parallel with an inner face 104hi, corresponding to one
of the peripheral portions 11e, 12e, of a blanked hole
104h. Here, the blanked hole 104h is formed in the plate
material 104 by blanking of the first and second support-
ing plates 11, 12 that has been performed one shot be-
fore. It is thus possible to significantly narrow the interval
(the width of a feed bridge) between the blanked holes
104h in the plate material 104 that is the base material.
It is therefore possible to significantly decrease the
amount of end materials. The bridge plate 15 is blanked
from parts of the plate material 104 that correspond to
the circular hole (first through hole) 11o and the circular
hole (second through hole) 12o and the periphery of parts
of the plate material 104 that correspond to the first sup-
porting plate 11 and the second supporting plate 12. In
this way, it is possible to further narrow each interval be-
tween the blanked hole 104h in the plate material 104
and a blanked hole 105h formed in the plate material 104
by blanking the bridge plate 15 so as to further reduce
the amount of end material. It is also possible to reduce
the number of die sets etc. and reduce the cost of a man-
ufacturing facility of the planetary carrier 10 etc. The
bridge plate 15 may be blanked from the plate material
104 before the first and second supporting plates 11, 12
are blanked. At least one of the first and second support-
ing plates 11, 12 and a prescribed number of bridge
plates 15 around thereof may be blanked at once from
the plate material 104. The manufacturing procedure il-
lustrated in FIG. 11 may be applied when manufacturing
the first and second supporting plates 11Y, 12Y and the
first and second supporting plates 11Z, 12Z.
[0046] As described above, the planetary carrier of the
disclosure is a planetary carrier (10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z) in-
cluding a plurality of pinion gears (PG, PGa, PGb) and a
plurality of pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb) that are each
inserted in the corresponding pinion gear (PG, PGa,
PGb). The planetary carrier (10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z) includes
a first supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) that supports one
end of each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb), a second
supporting plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) that supports the other
end of each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb), and a
plurality of bridge plates (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z), one end of
each of which is joined to the first supporting plate (11,
11Y, 11Z) via a welding portion (WP) and the other end
of each of which is joined to the second supporting plate
(12, 12Y, 12Z) via a welding portion (WP) and which con-
nects the first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z).
[0047] In the planetary carrier of the disclosure, the
one end of each bridge plate is joined to the first support-
ing plate via the welding portion and the other end is
joined to the second supporting plate via the welding por-
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tion and thus, the first and second supporting plates are
connected by the bridge plates. The strength of the plan-
etary carrier can therefore be satisfactorily ensured. In
the planetary carrier, the planar shape of the first and
second supporting plates and the bridge plate can be
simplified. In this way, it is possible to decrease the size
of the base materials of the first and second supporting
plates and the bridge plate and improve material yield so
as to decrease the material cost. A decrease amount of
the material cost is sufficiently larger than an increase
amount of the working cost resulting from the increase
in the number of spots to weld. As a result, it is possible
to satisfactorily ensure the strength of the planetary car-
rier of the disclosure and satisfactorily reduce the man-
ufacturing cost.
[0048] The first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) may each include a plurality of pe-
ripheral portions (11e, 12e) that extend linearly and a
plurality of corner portions (11c, 12c) that connect the
adjacent peripheral portions (11e, 12e) with each other.
Each bridge plate (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z) may have a rec-
tangular planar shape and may be joined to the corre-
sponding peripheral portion (11e, 12e) of the first and
second supporting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z)
via the welding portions (WP). Such first and second sup-
porting plates that have a polygonal shape and a bridge
plate that has a planar shape are adopted. It is thus pos-
sible to further decrease the size of the base materials
of the first and second supporting plates and the bridge
plate and further improve material yield. As a result, it is
possible to significantly reduce the manufacturing cost
of the planetary carrier. In addition, the bridge plate is
welded to each peripheral portion of the first and second
supporting plates and thus, the strength of the planetary
carrier against the shear force in the rotational direction
of the planetary carrier can be further improved.
[0049] The first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) may include the same number of pe-
ripheral portions (11e, 12e) as that of the bridge plates
(15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z). In this way, it is possible to further
simplify the planar shape of the first and second support-
ing plates.
[0050] The first supporting plate and the second sup-
porting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) may have the
same planar shape as each other. In this way, manage-
ment and handling of the members can be made easier.
It is thus possible to further reduce the manufacturing
cost of the planetary carrier.
[0051] The first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) may be formed so that each peripheral
portion (11e, 12e) overlaps with a corresponding periph-
eral portion of a polygon (PI) that is circumscribed to the
pinion gears (PG) or so that each peripheral portion (11e,
12e) of the first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) is positioned radially inward relative
to the peripheral portion of the polygon (PI). In this way,
it is possible to ensure the strength of the planetary car-
rier, make the first and second supporting plates more

compact so as to reduce material cost, and reduce the
weight of the planetary carrier.
[0052] Each bridge plate (15, 15Y, 15Z) may be joined
to an inner face (11i) of the corresponding peripheral por-
tion (11e) of the first supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) and
an inner face (12i) of the corresponding peripheral portion
(12e) of the second supporting plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) via
the welding portions (WP). It is thus possible to reduce
the height of the bridge plate so as to further reduce the
material cost.
[0053] Each bridge plate (15X, 15Y, 15Z) may be
joined to a side face (11s) of the corresponding peripheral
portion (11e) of the first supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z)
and a side face of the corresponding peripheral portion
(12e) of the second supporting plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) via
the welding portions (WP). It is thus possible to weld the
bridge plate to the corresponding peripheral portion from
the axial direction of the planetary carrier when perform-
ing welding operation by using existing welding equip-
ment or modified welding equipment.
[0054] On one of the peripheral portion (11e, 12e) and
the bridge plate (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z), a recessed portion
(11r, 12r, 15ram 15rb) to which the other one of the pe-
ripheral portion (11e, 12e) and the bridge plate (15, 15X,
15Y, 15Z) is fitted may be formed. In this way, it is possible
to easily and accurately position the bridge plate with
respect to the first and second supporting plates when
performing welding operation.
[0055] Each bridge plate (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z) may be
joined to the first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) so as to be disposed radially inward
relative to an addendum circle (Ct) of a ring gear that is
meshed with the pinion gears (PG, PGa, PGb). In this
way, it is possible to eliminate interference of the bridge
plates with the ring gear that is meshed with the pinion
gears.
[0056] The planetary carrier (10, 10X, 10Y) may be
included in a single-pinion type planetary gear, and the
first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y,
12Z) may include the same number of peripheral portions
(11e, 12e) as that of the pinion gears (PG).
[0057] The planetary carrier (10Z) may be included in
a double-pinion type planetary gear and the first and sec-
ond supporting plates (11Z, 12Z) may include the same
number of peripheral portions (11e, 12e) as that of pairs
of the two pinion gears (PGa, PGb) that mesh with each
other.
[0058] The planetary carrier (10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z) may
be included in a planetary gear of a transmission. It is
thus possible to satisfactorily reduce the manufacturing
cost of the planetary gear including the planetary carrier
and hence reduce the manufacturing cost of the trans-
mission.
[0059] The manufacturing method of the planetary car-
rier of the disclosure is a manufacturing method of a plan-
etary carrier (10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z). The planetary carrier
(10, 10X, 10Y, 10Z) includes a plurality of pinion gears
(PG, PGa, PGb) and a plurality of pinion shafts (PS, PSa,
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PSb) that are each inserted in the corresponding pinion
gear (PG, PGa, PGb). The planetary carrier (10, 10X,
10Y, 10Z) also includes two supporting plates (11, 11Y,
11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) that each support a corresponding
end portion of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb), and a
plurality of bridge plates (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z) that are
each welded to the two supporting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z,
12, 12Y, 12Z) and that connect the two supporting plates
(11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z). The manufacturing method
includes a blanking step of blanking the supporting plate
(11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) from a plate material (101,
102, 103,104) so that the supporting plate includes a plu-
rality of peripheral portions (11e, 12e) that are extended
linearly. In the blanking step, the supporting plate (11,
11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) is blanked from the plate material
(101, 102, 103, 104) so that one of the peripheral portions
(11e, 12e) extends in parallel with an inner face (101hi,
102hi, 103hi, 104hi), corresponding to one of the periph-
eral portions, of a blanked hole (101h, 102h, 103h, 104h).
Here, the blanked hole (101h, 102h, 103h, 104h) is
formed in the plate material (101, 102, 103, 104) by blank-
ing of the supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z)
that has been performed one shot before.
[0060] With this method, it is possible to significantly
narrow the interval between the blanked holes in the plate
material. It is therefore possible to significantly decrease
the amount of end materials. As a result, it is possible to
manufacture a planetary carrier that has a high strength
while improving material yield and significantly reducing
the manufacturing cost.
[0061] The two supporting plates may include a first
supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) that supports one end of
each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb) and a second
supporting plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) that supports the other
end of each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb). The first
supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z), the second supporting
plate (12, 12Y, 12Z), and the bridge plate (15, 15X, 15Y,
15Z) may each be formed in separate steps. The material
and the thickness etc. of the first supporting plate, the
second supporting plate, and the bridge plate can thus
be made different from each other.
[0062] The two supporting plates may include a first
supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) that supports one end of
each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb), and a second
supporting plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) that supports the other
end of each of the pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb). The first
supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) and the second support-
ing plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) may be formed in the same step.
In this way, it is possible to reduce the number of die sets
etc. and reduce the cost of the manufacturing facility of
the planetary carrier etc.
[0063] In the blanking step, the first and second sup-
porting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z) may be
blanked at once from the plate material (103) while the
first and second supporting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y,
12Z) are arranged to be adjacent to each other so that
the corresponding peripheral portions (11e, 12e) extend
in parallel with each other.

[0064] The two supporting plates may include a first
supporting plate (11, 11Y, 11Z) that has a first through
hole (11o) and that supports the one end of each of the
pinion shafts (PS, PSa, PSb) and a second supporting
plate (12, 12Y, 12Z) that has a second through hole (12o)
and that supports the other end of each of the pinion
shafts (PS, PSa, PSb). In the blanking step, the first and
second supporting plates (11, 11Y, 11Z, 12, 12Y, 12Z)
may be blanked from the plate material (104) and the
bridge plate (15, 15X, 15Y, 15Z) may be blanked from a
part of the plate material (104) that at least corresponds
to the first through hole (11o) and the second through
hole (12o). In this way, it is possible to further narrow the
interval between the blanked holes in the plate material
and further reduce the amount of end material. It is also
possible to reduce the number of die sets etc. and further
reduce the cost of the manufacturing facility for the plan-
etary carrier.
[0065] It should be understood that the invention of the
present disclosure is not limited in any way to the em-
bodiments described above, and various modifications
can be made within the spirit and scope of the disclosure.
The above modes for carrying out the invention are mere-
ly shown as specific forms of the invention described in
"SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION" and are not intended
to limit the elements of the invention described in "SUM-
MARY OF THE INVENTION."

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0066] The invention of the disclosure is applicable to
the manufacturing industry of planetary carriers, etc.

Claims

1. A planetary carrier having a plurality of pinion gears,
and a plurality of pinion shafts that are each inserted
in the corresponding pinion gear, the planetary car-
rier comprising:

a first supporting plate that supports one end of
each of the pinion shafts;
a second supporting plate that supports the oth-
er end of each of the pinion shafts; and
a plurality of bridge plates, one end of each of
which is joined to the first supporting plate via a
welding portion and the other end of each of
which is joined to the second supporting plate
via a welding portion and which connects the
first and second supporting plates.

2. The planetary carrier according to claim 1, wherein
the first and second supporting plates each include
a plurality of peripheral portions that extend linearly
and a plurality of corner portions that connect the
adjacent peripheral portions with each other, and
each bridge plate has a rectangular planar shape
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and is joined to the corresponding peripheral portion
of the first and second supporting plates via the weld-
ing portions.

3. The planetary carrier according to claim 2, wherein
the first and second supporting plates include the
same number of peripheral portions as that of the
bridge plates.

4. The planetary carrier according to claim 2 or 3,
wherein the first supporting plate and the second
supporting plate have the same planar shape as
each other.

5. The planetary carrier according to claim 4, wherein
the first and second supporting plates are formed so
that each peripheral portion overlaps with a corre-
sponding peripheral portion of a polygon that is cir-
cumscribed to the pinion gears or so that each pe-
ripheral portion of the first and second supporting
plates is positioned radially inward relative to the pe-
ripheral portion of the polygon.

6. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims
2 to 5, wherein each bridge plate is joined to an inner
face of the corresponding peripheral portion of the
first supporting plate and an inner face of the corre-
sponding peripheral portion of the second supporting
plate via the welding portions.

7. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims
2 to 5, wherein each bridge plate is joined to a side
face of the corresponding peripheral portion of the
first supporting plate and a side face of the corre-
sponding peripheral portion of the second supporting
plate via the welding portions.

8. The planetary carrier according to claim 6 or 7,
wherein on one of the peripheral portion and the
bridge plate, a recessed portion to which the other
one of the peripheral portion and the bridge plate is
fitted is formed.

9. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims
1 to 8, wherein each bridge plate is joined to the first
and second supporting plates so as to be disposed
radially inward relative to an addendum circle of a
ring gear that is meshed with the pinion gears.

10. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims
1 to 9, wherein
the planetary carrier is included in a single-pinion
type planetary gear, and
the first and second supporting plates include the
same number of peripheral portions as that of the
pinion gears.

11. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims

1 to 9, wherein
the planetary carrier is included in a double-pinion
type planetary gear, and
the first and second supporting plates include the
same number of peripheral portions as that of pairs
of the two pinion gears that mesh with each other.

12. The planetary carrier according to any one of claims
1 to 11, wherein the planetary carrier is included in
a planetary gear of a transmission.

13. A manufacturing method of a planetary carrier, the
planetary carrier including a plurality of pinion gears,
a plurality of pinion shafts that are each inserted in
the corresponding pinion gear, two supporting plates
that each support a corresponding end portion of the
pinion shafts, and a plurality of bridge plates that are
each welded to the two supporting plates and that
connect the two supporting plates, wherein
the manufacturing method includes a blanking step
of blanking the supporting plate from a plate material
so that the supporting plate includes a plurality of
peripheral portions that are extended linearly, and in
the blanking step, the supporting plate is blanked
from the plate material so that one of the peripheral
portions extends in parallel with an inner face, cor-
responding to one of the peripheral portions, of a
blanked hole that is formed in the plate material by
blanking of the supporting plate that has been per-
formed one shot before.

14. The manufacturing method of a planetary carrier ac-
cording to claim 13, wherein
the two supporting plates include a first supporting
plate that supports one end of each of the pinion
shafts and a second supporting plate that supports
the other end of each of the pinion shafts, and
the first supporting plate, the second supporting
plate, and the bridge plate are each formed in sep-
arate steps.

15. The manufacturing method of a planetary carrier ac-
cording to claim 13, wherein
the two supporting plates include a first supporting
plate that supports one end of each of the pinion
shafts and a second supporting plate that supports
the other end of each of the pinion shafts, and
the first supporting plate and the second supporting
plate are formed in the same step.

16. The manufacturing method of a planetary carrier ac-
cording to claim 15, wherein in the blanking step, the
first and second supporting plates are blanked at
once from the plate material while the first and sec-
ond supporting plates are arranged to be adjacent
to each other so that the corresponding peripheral
portions extend in parallel with each other.
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17. The manufacturing method of a planetary carrier ac-
cording to claim 13, wherein
the two supporting plates include a first supporting
plate that has a first through hole and that supports
one end of each of the pinion shafts, and a second
supporting plate that has a second through hole and
that supports the other end of each of the pinion
shafts, and
in the blanking step, the first and second supporting
plates are blanked from the plate material and the
bridge plate is blanked from a part of the plate ma-
terial that at least corresponds to the first through
hole and the second through hole.
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