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(57) A filter element structure 100 attached to a back-
wash type filter W and filtering fluid flowing within the filter
includes a pair of one and the other filter elements 10,
and a connection pipe 13 connecting the one filter ele-
ment 10 and the other filter element 10. Each of the filter
elements 10 includes a filter medium 11 formed into a
hollow cylindrical shape having open ends on both sides,
an upper cover 12 covering the upper end of the filter
medium 11, and an upper hole 12a penetrating the upper
cover 12. One end of the connection pipe 13 is connected
with the one upper hole 12a, while the other end of the
connection pipe 13 is connected with the other upper
hole 12a.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to a filter element
structure and a backwash type filter provided with this
filter element structure.

[Background Art]

[0002] A backwash type filter mounted on a vessel
such as a container ship for the use thereon has been
proposed. The structure of a backwash type filter in re-
lated art is briefly explained herein with reference to FIG.
8.
[0003] As illustrated in the figure, a backwash type filter
Z includes a cylindrical filter housing (hereinafter abbre-
viated as "housing") 110 having two sealing covers 112
and 114. The housing 110 has a device inlet port 118
through which filtering target fluid is introduced, and a
device outlet port 120 through which filtered fluid is dis-
charged. In addition, a plurality of filter elements 122 are
attached to the inside of the housing 110. More specifi-
cally, the plural filter elements 122 are disposed within
the housing 110 along the circular arc of the cylindrical
shape (concentric circle) of the housing 110 while spaced
apart from each other.
[0004] Each of the filter elements 122 includes a filter
medium 122a having a hollow cylindrical shape. One end
of the filter medium 122a is inserted into a through hole
114a formed in the sealing cover 114 to engage with the
through hole 114a, while the other end of the filter medi-
um 122a is connected with a sealing cap 126 attached
to the sealing cover 112 to be sealed by the sealing cap
126. A filter inlet port 124 is opened at one end of the
filter element 122. Fluid is introduced into the filter ele-
ment 122 through the filter inlet port 124, or discharged
from the filter element 122 through the filter inlet port 124.
[0005] The fluid introduced through the device inlet port
118 is so directed as to enter the inside of the filter me-
dium 122a through the filter inlet port 124 of the filter
element 122, and then is filtered in the course of flow
from the inside of the filter medium 122a to the outside,
and discharged from the device outlet port 120. Arrows
121 in the figure indicate the flow direction of the fluid
during operation of the filter.
[0006] The backwash type filter Z further includes a
drive rod (center rotation shaft) 134, and a backwash arm
130 connected with the drive rod 134. This structure al-
lows sequential cleaning of the filter elements 122 while
executing filtering.
[0007] The upper end of the backwash arm (backwash
pipe) 130 contacts the lower surface of the sealing cover
114, while the lower end of the backwash arm 130 con-
nects with a pipe 132 connected to a fluid outlet port for
sewage. The backwash arm 130 is so configured as to
be sequentially moved by the drive rod 134 in the space
below the filter inlet ports 124 of the filter elements 122.

More specifically, the backwash arm 130 acts in accord-
ance with the rotation of the drive rod 134 to sequentially
connect with any one of the plural filter elements 122. In
this case, only the filter element 122 connected with the
backwash arm 130 allows the fluid filtered by the other
filter elements 122 to flow from the outside of the filter
medium 122a of the filter element 122 connected with
the backwash arm 130 to the inside. As a result, the cor-
responding filter element 122 is backwashed. The back-
wash direction is indicated by arrows 135b in the figure
(direction from the outside of the filter element 122 to the
inside), whereas the normal filtering direction is indicated
by arrows 135a (direction from the inside of the filter el-
ement 122 to the outside). A backwash type filter per-
forming backwashing by a method similar to the method
discussed above is disclosed in Patent Literature 1, for
example.

[Citation List]

[Patent Literature]

[0008] [PTL 1] JP-A-2001-170416

[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0009] However, the related-art backwash type filter
noted above is difficult to sufficiently remove dirt or other
deposits adhering to the "filter medium" constituting the
filter element for the structural reason of the filter element
even when backwashing is carried out. In this case, de-
posits remain on the filter medium and build up thereon,
causing such a technical problem that the filtering flow
amount decreases. According to the related-art back-
wash type filter discussed above, therefore, the filtering
flow amount decreases (filtering ability lowers) with the
use of the backwash type filter, in which condition the
backwash type filter is difficult to filter fluid with high ef-
ficiency.
[0010] More specifically, as illustrated in FIGS. 9 (a)
and 9 (b), when fluid flows through the filter medium 122a
constituting the filter element 122 for filtering fluid in the
related-art backwash type filter, deposits d such as dirt
adhere to the filter medium 122a one after another. By
backwashing the filter element 122 to which dirt or the
like adheres, the deposits d captured by the filter medium
122a of the filter element 122 are washed away as illus-
trated in FIG. 10(a).
[0011] However, the filter element 122 in the related
art has such a structure which closes the end of the filter
element 122 opposed to the filter inlet port 124 (on the
sealing cap 126 side at the upper end of the filter medium
122a). In this case, a large amount of water flow is not
generated from the upper end of the filter medium 122a
toward the filter inlet port 124 during backwashing. There-
fore, according to the related art, the deposits d such as
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dirt adhering to the side surface of the filter medium 122a
of the filter element 122 are difficult to be sufficiently
washed away even when backwashing is executed (see
reference number 140 in FIG. 10(b)).
[0012] Moreover, as the upper end of the filter element
122 is closed, the flow amount on the upper end side of
the filter medium 122a is small during backwashing (i.e.,
the flow speed of the water flow on the upper end side
of the filter medium 122a is low). Therefore, according
to the related art, the deposits d adhering to the "upper
end side of the filter medium 122a" positioned away from
the filter inlet port 124 are also difficult to be sufficiently
washed away by backwashing (see reference number
141 in FIG. 10(b)).
[0013] Accordingly, in the case of the related-art back-
wash type filter Z, the deposits d such as dirt build up on
the filter medium 122a constituting the filter element 122
(on the side surface or the upper end side of the filter
medium 122a) for the structural reason of the filter ele-
ment 122 after the use of the backwash type filter Z for
a certain period. In this case, the filtering flow amount
decreases. It is possible to prevent lowering of the filtering
ability of the related-art backwash type filter discussed
above by frequently replacing the filter elements 122 with
new ones. However, this method raises the running cost.
[0014] The invention has been developed to solve the
aforementioned problems. It is an object of the invention
to provide a filter element structure capable of preventing
decrease in the filtering flow amount, and a backwash
type filter which includes this filter element structure.

[Solution to Problem]

[0015] The invention developed to achieve the afore-
mentioned object is directed to a filter element structure
attached to a backwash type filter and filtering fluid flow-
ing within the filter, characterized by including a pair of
one and the other filter elements, and a connection pipe
connecting the one filter element and the other filter el-
ement. Each of the filter elements includes a filter medium
formed into a hollow cylindrical shape having open ends
on both sides, an upper cover covering the upper end of
the filter medium, and an upper hole penetrating the up-
per cover. One end of the connection pipe is connected
with the one upper hole, while the other end of the con-
nection pipe is connected with the other upper hole.
[0016] It is preferable that the followings are satisfied.
In filtering the fluid, the fluid is introduced through a filter
inlet port formed at the lower end of the filter medium,
whereby the fluid introduced into the filter element struc-
ture passes through the filter medium to be filtered. In
backwashing the filter medium, a backwash arm provided
on the backwash type filter is connected with the one
filter inlet port, whereby the fluid introduced through the
other filter inlet port passes through the connection pipe
and flows into the cylindrical portion of the one filter me-
dium, in which condition the fluid flowing outside the one
filter element passes through the one filter medium and

flows into the cylindrical portion of the one filter medium,
whereupon the fluid flows from the one upper hole toward
the one filter inlet port and washes away a deposit ad-
hering to the one filter medium.
[0017] Accordingly, the filter element structure accord-
ing to the invention adopts such a structure which in-
cludes a pair of the one and the other filter elements, and
the connection pipe connecting the one filter element and
the other filter element. When the one filter inlet port and
the backwash arm are brought into a condition commu-
nicating with (connecting with) each other for backwash-
ing the filter elements in this structure, fluid introduced
through the other filter inlet port passes through the con-
nection pipe and enters the cylindrical portion of the one
filter medium. In this case, water flow is generated from
the upper end of the one filter medium toward the one
filter inlet port during backwashing, in which condition the
deposit adhering to the side surface of the one filter me-
dium can be washed away. Moreover, fluid flows from
the connection pipe connected to the upper hole of the
upper cover during backwashing. In this condition, large
flow is also generated on the upper end side of the filter
medium, whereby the deposit adhering to the "upper end
side of the filter medium" away from the filter inlet port
can be sufficiently washed away.
[0018] According to the invention, therefore, the clean-
ing effect (cleaning effect by backwashing) for the deposit
adhering to the filter medium constituting the filter ele-
ment increases higher than the cleaning effect of the re-
lated art noted above, wherefore decrease in the filtering
flow amount caused by the use of the filter element is
prevented.
[0019] According to the filter element structure of the
invention, filtering similar to the related-art filtering is car-
ried out by using fluid introduced through the filter inlet
port at the time of filtering fluid.
[0020] According to the invention, the cleaning effect
for the deposit adhering to the filter medium is improved
by adopting the structure which connects "the connection
pipe to the upper cover". Moreover, according to the in-
vention, additional components such as an external pow-
er source and a control circuit are not required for oper-
ating the structure (connection pipe) noted above for im-
proving the cleaning effect. Therefore, the filter element
structure capable of preventing decrease in the filtering
flow amount is provided without a great rise of the cost.
It is preferable that the connection pipe is U-shaped. Ac-
cording to this structure, the fluid introduced through the
other filter inlet port not communicating with the back-
wash arm smoothly flows through the connection pipe
into the one filter element communicating with the back-
wash arm during backwashing of the filter element struc-
ture. Accordingly, the cleaning effect for the deposit ad-
hering to the filter medium further improves.
[0021] The invention is applied to a backwash type filter
provided with a substantially hollow and cylindrical hous-
ing containing a plurality of filter element structures, and
sequentially cleaning filter elements while filtering fluid
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introduced from the outside.
[0022] The backwash type filter is characterized by in-
cluding a shelf board dividing the interior of the housing
into two areas of an upper area and a lower area, a device
inlet port formed in the lower part of the housing and
introducing fluid as a filtering target into the lower area,
a device outlet port formed in the upper part of the housing
and discharging filtered fluid from the upper area, a ro-
tation shaft disposed at the center of the housing and so
formed as to freely rotate, and a backwash arm connect-
ed with the rotation shaft and acting in accordance with
the rotation of the rotation shaft. Each of the filter element
structures includes a pair of one and the other filter ele-
ments, and a connection pipe connecting the one filter
element and the other filter element. Each of the filter
elements includes a filter medium formed into a hollow
cylindrical shape having open ends on both sides, an
upper cover covering the upper end of the filter medium,
and an upper hole penetrating the upper cover. The shelf
board has a plurality of through holes with each of which
the lower end of the corresponding filter element engages
for fixation thereto so that the lower area of the housing
communicates with the interior of the cylindrical portion
of the filter medium. The backwash arm shifts with one
end of the backwash arm contacting the lower end sur-
face of the shelf board and connects with any one of the
plural through holes to communicate with the filter ele-
ment engaging with and fixed to the connected through
hole. For the pair of the filter elements each of which
does not communicate with the backwash arm, fluid in-
troduced through the device inlet port flows via the cor-
responding through holes into the cylindrical portions of
the filter media, whereby the introduced fluid passes
through the filter media to be filtered, in which condition
the filtered fluid is discharged through the device outlet
port. For the pair of the filter elements the one of which
communicates with the backwash arm, fluid introduced
through the filter inlet port of the other filter element not
communicating with the backwash arm passes through
the connection pipe and flows into the cylindrical portion
of the one filter medium, in which condition fluid flowing
outside the one filter element passes through the one
filter medium and enters the interior of the cylindrical por-
tion of the one filter medium, whereupon fluid flows from
the one upper hole toward the one filter inlet port to wash
away a deposit adhering to the one filter medium.
[0023] According to the invention, therefore, the clean-
ing effect (cleaning effect by backwashing) for the deposit
adhering to the filter medium of the filter element increas-
es higher than the cleaning effect of the related art noted
above. Accordingly, such a backwash type filter is pro-
vided which is capable of preventing decrease in the fil-
tering flow amount caused by the use of the filter element.

[Advantageous Effects of Invention]

[0024] Provided according to the invention are a filter
element structure capable of preventing decrease in the

filtering flow amount, and a backwash type filter including
this filter element structure.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0025]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the general
structure of a backwash type filter including filter el-
ement structures according to this embodiment.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a development elevation showing
parts of a filter element according to this embodi-
ment.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating a positioning
condition of connection pipes included in the back-
wash type filter according to this embodiment.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 schematically illustrates the general
structure of the backwash type filter including the
filter element structures during filtering according to
this embodiment.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5(a) schematically shows the flow di-
rection of fluid during a filtering step performed by
the filter element structure according to this embod-
iment, while FIG. 5(b) schematically shows the flow
direction of fluid during a backwashing step per-
formed by the filter element structure according to
this embodiment.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 schematically illustrates the filtering
step performed by the filter element structure accord-
ing to this embodiment.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 schematically illustrates the back-
washing step performed by the filter element struc-
ture according to this embodiment.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 schematically illustrates a backwash
type filter including filter elements in related art.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 schematically illustrates a filtering
step performed by the filter element in the related art.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 schematically illustrates a back-
washing step performed by the filter element in the
related art.

[Description of Embodiments]

[0026] A filter element structure according to an em-
bodiment of the invention and a backwash type filter in-
cluding this filter element structure are hereinafter de-
scribed with reference to the drawings.
[0027] Initially, the structure of the backwash type filter
including the filter element structure according to this em-
bodiment is explained with reference to FIGS. 1 through
3. FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the general structure
of the backwash type filter including the filter element
structure according to this embodiment. FIG. 2 is a de-
velopment elevation showing parts of a filter element ac-
cording to this embodiment. FIG. 3 is a plan view illus-
trating a positioning condition of connection pipes includ-
ed in the backwash type filter according to this embodi-
ment.
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[0028] As illustrated in FIG. 1, a backwash type filter
W according to this embodiment includes a hollow and
cylindrical housing 1 which houses a plurality of filter el-
ements 10, and is so structured as to sequentially clean
the filter elements 10 while filtering fluid introduced from
the outside of the housing 1. The structure of the back-
wash type filter W according to this embodiment is now
sequentially discussed. In the description of this embod-
iment characterized by the structure of the filter elements
10, the structure of the filter elements 10 is explained in
detail, while the constitution of other parts is only briefly
touched upon.
[0029] The housing 1 includes a hollow and cylindrical
main body 1a having an opened upper end and a bottom
1a1, and a dome-shaped cover 1b closing the upper end
of the main body 1a. A shelf board 7 provided inside the
housing 1 divides the interior of the housing 1 into an
entrance area (lower area) A1 and an exit area (upper
area) A2. A device inlet port 4 through which fluid is in-
troduced into the entrance area A1 is formed in the side
surface of the main body 1a on the lower end side thereof.
A device outlet port 5 through which filtered fluid is dis-
charged from the exit area A2 is formed in the side surface
of the main body 1a on the upper end side.
[0030] The shelf board 7 is disk-shaped, and has a
through hole 7a through which a rotation shaft 8 is rotat-
ably inserted. The through hole 7a is formed at the center
of the shelf board 7. The shelf board 7 further has a plu-
rality of through holes 7b1 and 7b2 . The through holes
7b1 and 7b2 are formed on concentric circles around the
through hole 7a (i.e., the plural through holes 7b1 and
7b2 are formed at predetermined intervals while spaced
away from each other). More specifically, the through
holes 7b1 and 7b2 are formed on two concentric circles
(inner circle and outer circle) having different radii, re-
spectively. The lower ends of the filter elements 10 air-
tightly engage with the corresponding through holes 7b1
and 7b2 to be fixed thereto, whereby the plural filter el-
ements 10 are supported on and fixed to the shelf board
7. According to this structure, the entrance area A1 of
the housing 1 communicates with the interiors of the cy-
lindrical portions of the filter elements 10 (filter media 11).
Fluid introduced into the housing 1 is allowed to flow from
the entrance area A1 (or the exit area A2) to the exit area
A2 (or the entrance area A1) only by passing through the
interiors of the cylindrical portions of the filter elements
10 (filter media 11).
[0031] The eight filter elements 10 engage with the
through holes 7b1 formed on the inner circle of the shelf
board 7 to be fixed to the through holes 7b1, while the
eight filter elements 10 engage with the through holes
7b2 formed on the outer circle of the shelf board 7 to be
fixed to the through holes 7b2.
[0032] The rotation shaft 8 extending from the top of
the cover 1b toward the shelf board 7 is provided at the
center of the housing 1. One end (upper end) of the ro-
tation shaft 8 is connected with a motor 9 attached to the
upper end of the cover 1 so that the rotation shaft 8 can

rotate in accordance with the drive of the motor 9. The
other end (lower end) of the rotation shaft 8 is inserted
through the through hole 7a of the shelf board 7, and
projected to reach the entrance area A1. The motor 9 is
controlled by a not-shown control circuit, and driven un-
der the control of the control circuit.
[0033] A backwash arm (backwash pipe) 20 is con-
nected with the lower end of the rotation shaft 8 extended
to the entrance area A1 of the housing 1. The backwash
arm 20 is formed integrally with a base 20a fixed to the
lower end of the rotation shaft 8 such that the upper end
surface of the backwash arm 20 rotates together with the
rotation shaft 8 while water-tightly sealing the lower sur-
face of the shelf board 7.
[0034] More specifically, the backwash arm 20 has the
base 20a, a vertical pipe 20b connected with the base
20a, and two L-shaped pipes 20c and 20d connected
with the side surface of the vertical pipe 20b. The upper
end of the vertical pipe 20b is sealed by the base 20a,
while the lower end of the vertical pipe 20b rotatably en-
gages with a discharge pipe 30 communicating with a
backwash solvent discharge port 40.
[0035] The one end of the L-shaped pipe 20c is con-
nected with the side surface of the vertical pipe 20b to
communicate with the vertical pipe 20, while the upper
end surface of the L-shaped pipe 20c formed at the other
end thereof contacts the lower surface of the shelf board
7. The length of the L-shaped pipe 20c is designed such
that the upper end surface of the L-shaped pipe 20c ro-
tates along the plural through holes 7b1 formed in the
shelf board 7.
[0036] The one end of the L-shaped pipe 20d is con-
nected with the side surface of the vertical pipe 20b to
communicate with the vertical pipe 20b, while the upper
end surface of the L-shaped pipe 20d formed at the other
end thereof contacts the lower surface of the shelf board
7. The length of the L-shaped pipe 20d is designed such
that the upper end surface of the L-shaped pipe 20d ro-
tates along the plural through holes 7b2 formed in the
shelf board 7.
[0037] The backwash arm 20 acts in accordance with
the rotation of the rotation shaft 8 rotated by the motor
9. The upper end surfaces of the L-shaped pipes 20c and
20d are brought into tight contact with the lower surface
of the shelf board 7, and disposed at positions coinciding
with the through holes 7b1 and 7b2 engaging and fixing
the lower ends of the filter elements 10. According to this
structure, the backwash arm 20 intermittently (or succes-
sively) rotates with the upper end surfaces of the L-
shaped pipes 20c and 20d sealing the shelf board 7, and
sequentially communicates with filter inlet ports 19
formed at the lower ends of the filter elements 10.
[0038] More specifically, the L-shaped pipe 20c acts
by the drive of the motor 9 under the control of the not-
shown control circuit, allowing the upper end surface of
the L-shaped pipe 20c to connect with any one of the
plural through holes 7b1 formed in the shelf board 7. Ac-
cordingly, via the through hole 7b1 to which the L-shaped
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pipe 20c is connected, the L-shaped pipe 20c connects
with the filter element 10 engaging with and fixed to this
through hole 7b1 (i.e., the L-shaped pipe 20c communi-
cates with the interior of the cylindrical portion of the filter
medium 11 formed in a hollow and cylindrical shape).
[0039] On the other hand, the L-shaped pipe 20d acts
by the drive of the motor 9 under the control of the control
circuit, allowing the upper end surface of the L-shaped
pipe 20d to connect with any one of the plural through
holes 7b2 formed in the shelf board 7. Accordingly, via
the through hole 7b2 to which the L-shaped pipe 20d is
connected, the L-shaped pipe 20d connects with the filter
element 10 engaging with and fixed to this through hole
7b2 (i.e., the L-shaped pipe 20d communicates with the
interior of the cylindrical portion of the filter medium 11
formed in a hollow and cylindrical shape).
[0040] It is preferable that the through holes 7b1 and
7b2 and the L-shaped pipes 20c and 20d are appropri-
ately disposed in such positions that the L-shaped pipes
20c and 20d do not simultaneously connect with one and
the other of the paired filter elements 10, respectively,
connected via a connection pipe 13 described below.
[0041] Each of the filter elements 10 includes the filter
medium 11 formed in a hollow and cylindrical shape and
having open ends on both sides, a plate-shaped upper
cover 12 covering the upper end of the filter medium 11,
and upper holes 12a penetrating the upper cover 12.
[0042] The specific structure of the filter medium 11 is
not particularly limited as long as the filter medium 11 is
capable of filtering fluid when fluid passes through the
filter medium 11 and capable of executing backwashing.
For example, the filter medium 11 may be a component
formed by a metal net or notch wire wound around a
cylindrical frame (filtering frame) into a hollow and cylin-
drical shape. Discussed herein is an example of the filter
medium 11 formed by a notch wire wound around a
frame, based on which example the details of the respec-
tive structures of the filter element 10 are described. FIG.
2 is a development elevation showing the parts of the
filter element according to this embodiment.
[0043] According to the example shown in FIG. 2, the
filter medium 11 constituting the filter element 10 is a
cylindrical component formed by a notch wire nw in a
spiral shape wound around a frame f made of metal such
as stainless steel. The frame f is constituted by a circular
upper ring member fa having open ends on both sides,
a circular lower ring member fb having open ends on both
sides, and bar-shaped wire support members fc disposed
between the upper ring member fa and the lower ring
member fb. More specifically, the frame f has the upper
ring member fa and the lower ring member fb disposed
with a predetermined distance left therebetween (dis-
posed opposed to each other), and the plural wire support
members fc arranged into a circumferential shape be-
tween the upper ring member fa and the lower ring mem-
ber fb while spaced apart from each other by a predeter-
mined distance. Both ends of each of the wire support
members fc are fixed to the upper ring member fa and

the lower ring member fb.
[0044] The notch wire nw is wound in a spiral shape
around the wire support members fc arranged along the
circumferential shape of the frame f while brought into
contact with the outer surfaces of the wire support mem-
bers fc. The spiral shapes of the notch wire nw are lam-
inated in layers to form the cylindrical filter medium 11.
The lower end of the filter medium 11 is opened to form
the filter inlet port 19 through which fluid passes (see
FIGS. 6 and 7).
[0045] The upper cover 12 covering the upper end of
the filter medium 11 is substantially disk-shaped, and
made of metal such as stainless steel.
[0046] More specifically, the upper cover 12 is so sized
as to have a diameter substantially equivalent to the out-
side diameter of the upper ring member fa, and is fixed
to the upper surface of the upper ring member fa. Ac-
cording to this structure, the upper end of the filter me-
dium 11 formed in a cylindrical shape is covered by the
upper cover 12. The upper cover 12 has the upper hole
12a penetrating the upper and lower surfaces of the up-
per cover 12. The connection pipe 13 engages with the
upper hole 12a.
[0047] The connection pipe 13 is U-shaped, for exam-
ple, and connected with a pair of the filter elements 10.
More specifically, an end (one end) 13a of the connection
pipe 13 engages with the upper hole 12a of a filter ele-
ment 10a corresponding to the one filter element 10,
while an end (the other end) 13b of the connection pipe
13 engages with the upper hole 12a of a filter element
10b corresponding to the other filter element 10. The con-
nection pipe 13 is made of metal such as stainless steel.
[0048] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the connection pipe 13
is provided for each pair of the filter elements 10. For
example, each of the connection pipes 13 shown in FIG.
3 (a) is disposed in such a manner as to connect one of
the filter elements 10 fixed to the inner circle of the shelf
board 7 and the filter element 10 fixed to the outer circle
of the shelf board 7 and located at the position adjacent
to the corresponding filter element 10 on the inner circle
and allow these filter elements 10 to communicate with
each other. Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 3(b), each
of the connection pipes 13 may be disposed in such a
manner as to connect one of the filter elements 10 fixed
to the inner circle of the shelf board 7 and the filter element
10 fixed similarly to the inner circle and located at the
position adjacent to the corresponding filter element 10
on the inner circle and allow these filter elements 10 to
communicate with each other, and in such a manner as
to connect one of the filter elements 10 provided outside
and the filter element 10 fixed similarly to the inner circle
and located at the position adjacent to the corresponding
filter element 10 outside and allow these filter elements
10 to communicate with each other. Each pair of the filter
elements 10 connected via the connection pipe 13 is re-
ferred to as a filter element structure 100.
[0049] The operation of the filter element structure 100
according to this embodiment is now explained. Initially,
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the operation of the filter element structure 100 executed
for filtering is discussed with reference to FIGS. 4 through
6 referred to above. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates the
general structure of a backwash type filter including the
filter element structures 100 according to this embodi-
ment in the condition of filtering. FIG. 5(a) schematically
illustrates the flow direction of fluid during a filtering step
carried out by the filter element structure 100 according
to this embodiment. FIG. 6 schematically illustrates the
filtering step carried out by the filter element structure
100 according to this embodiment, wherein: FIG. 6 (a)
schematically illustrates the filter element structure 100
and the fluid immediately after the start of filtering; and
FIG. 6(b) schematically illustrates the filter element struc-
ture 100 and the fluid in the condition after an elapse of
a predetermined time from the start of filtering. FIGS. 5
and 6 are simplified for convenience in explanation.
[0050] The filter element structure 100 is so configured
as to carry out filtering when the backwash arm 20 is not
connected with the filter inlet port 19 formed at the lower
end of the filter element structure 100. According to the
example shown in FIGS. 4 and 5(a), the filter element
structure 100 is not connected with the backwash arm
20, in which condition the filter element structure 100
executes filtering of the fluid.
[0051] More specifically, a pair of filter elements 10e
and 10f constituting the filter element structure 100 are
so configured as to allow fluid having entered through
the device inlet port 4 (fluid containing filtering target (de-
posits) d such as dirt) to flow from the respective filter
inlet ports 19 into the cylindrical portions of the filter media
11 in the condition where the filter inlet ports 19 and the
backwash arm 20 are not connected with each other (see
FIG. 6 (a)). When the fluid flows from the respective filter
inlet ports 19 into the cylindrical portions of the respective
filter media 11, the fluid thus introduced flows out into the
connection pipes 13 connected with the upper holes 12a
of the respective upper covers 12. Then, in the filtering
step, fluid enters through the respective filter inlet ports
19 and fills the interiors of the connection pipes 13,
whereby introduction of fluid into the connection pipes
13 stops. As a result, the upper holes 12a of the respec-
tive upper covers 12 are brought into a condition similar
to the water-tightly closed condition.
[0052] The fluid introduced into the inner cylindrical
portions of the respective filter media 11 passes from the
inside of the respective filter media 11 to the outside
thereof to flow out of the pair of the filter elements 10e
and 10f. During this period, the filtering target d such as
dirt contained in the fluid is captured by the filter media
11, whereby the filtering target d is removed from the
fluid having passed through the pair of the filter elements
10e and 10f (see FIG. 6(b)). The fluid filtered while pass-
ing through the pair of the filter elements 10e and 10f
flows through the exit area A2, and is discharged from
the device outlet port 5.
[0053] According to this embodiment, the upper hole
12a is formed in each of the upper covers 12 of the pair

of the filter elements 10e and 10f as discussed above.
However, each of the upper holes 12a is brought into a
condition similar to the water-tightly closed condition dur-
ing the filtering step. Accordingly, filtering performance
similar to that of the related-art filter element is provided.
[0054] Next, the operation of the filter element structure
100 during backwashing is explained with reference to
FIGS. 5 and 7 referred to above. FIG. 5(b) schematically
illustrates the flow direction of fluid during a backwashing
step performed by the filter element structure 100 ac-
cording to this embodiment. FIG. 7 schematically illus-
trates the backwashing step of the filter element structure
100 according to this embodiment, wherein: FIG. 7(a)
schematically illustrates the filter element structure 100
and the fluid immediately after the start of backwashing;
FIG. 7(b) schematically illustrates the filter element struc-
ture 100 and the fluid in the condition after an elapse of
a predetermined time from the start of backwashing; and
FIG. 7(c) schematically illustrates the condition where
filtering is restarted after dirt is washed away by back-
washing. FIG. 7 is simplified for convenience in explana-
tion similarly to FIG. 5.
[0055] The filter element structure 100 is so configured
as to carry out backwashing for the filter element structure
100 when the backwash arm 20 is connected with the
filter inlet port 19 formed at the lower end of a filter ele-
ment 10g of paired filter elements 10g and 10h to con-
stituting the filter element structure 100. According to the
example shown in FIG. 5(b), the pair of the filter element
10g and the filter element 10h execute backwashing for
the filter medium 11 connected with the backwash arm
20. FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) do not show the backwash arm
20 communicating with the filter inlet port 19.
[0056] When the backwash arm 20 is connected with
the filter inlet port 19 formed at the lower end of the one
filter element 10g of the paired filter elements 10g and
10h via the through hole 7b2 of the shelf board 7, the
corresponding filter inlet port 19 is closed by the back-
wash arm 20. In this condition, introduction of fluid into
the filter inlet port 19 stops. When the flow of fluid into
the filter inlet port 19 stops, fluid flowing outside the filter
element 10g (fluid flowing in the exit area A2) passes
through the filter medium 11 constituting the side surface
of the filter element 10g, and flows into the cylindrical
portion of the filter medium 11 (see FIG. 5(b)). Accord-
ingly, the deposits d (filtering target) captured between
the materials of the filter medium 11 are washed away.
[0057] Moreover, the fluid flowing in the entrance area
A1 enters through the filter inlet port 19 of the filter ele-
ment 10h, and the fluid thus introduced flows out toward
the connection pipe 13 connected with the upper hole
12a of the upper cover 12. Then, the fluid passes inside
the connection pipe 13, and flows out into the filter ele-
ment 10g connected with the filter element 10h via the
connection pipe 13. As a consequence, a large flow
amount of fluid is generated from the upper hole 12a of
the upper cover 12 to which the connection pipe 13 is
connected toward the filter inlet port 19, and washes
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away the deposits (filtering target) d adhering between
the materials of the filter medium 11 in the upper part of
the filter medium 11 of the filter element 10g.
[0058] The filter medium 11 has fine meshes. The wa-
ter pressure inside the connection pipe 13 is lower than
the water pressure outside the filter element 10h. In this
condition, substantially no fluid introduced through the
filter inlet port 19 of the filter element 10h flows from the
inside of the filter medium 11 to the outside of the filter
element 10h.
[0059] After completion of the backwashing step
shown in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the deposits (filtering tar-
get) d captured by the filter medium 11 of the filter element
10 are washed away as illustrated in FIG. 7(c). Accord-
ingly, when filtering of fluid is again executed using this
filter element 10, the desired filtering ability is maintained
during filtering.
[0060] According to this embodiment, the backwash-
ing step performed when the backwash arm 20 is con-
nected with the filter element 10g has been discussed.
When the backwash arm 20 is connected with the filter
element 10h, the fluid introduced through the filter inlet
port 19 of the filter element 10g passes inside the con-
nection pipe 13, and flows out into the filter element 10h
connected with the filter element 10g via the connection
pipe 13. As a consequence, the fluid flows from the upper
hole 12a of the upper cover 12 to which the connection
pipe 13 is connected toward the filter inlet port 19, and
washes away the deposits (filtering target) d adhering
between the materials in the upper part of the filter me-
dium 11 of the filter element 10h.
[0061] As discussed above, the filter element structure
100 according to this embodiment adopts such a struc-
ture which connects a pair of the filter elements 10 via
the connection pipe 13.
[0062] According to the structure in this embodiment,
backwashing for the pair of the filter elements 10g and
10h is performed by the following method. When the
backwash arm 20 is connected to the filter inlet port 19
of the one filter element 10g, fluid introduced through the
filter inlet port 19 of the other filter element 10h passes
through the connection pipe 13, and generates a large
amount of flow from the upper end of the filter medium
11 toward the filter inlet port 19 during backwashing.
Therefore, according to this embodiment, large flow is
also generated on the upper end side of the filter medium
11, whereby the deposits (filtering target) d adhering to
the "upper end side of the filter medium 11" away from
the filter inlet port 19 can be sufficiently washed away.
Moreover, according to this embodiment, the deposits
(filtering target) d adhering to the side surface of the filter
medium 11 can also be washed away.
[0063] According to this embodiment, therefore, the
cleaning effect (cleaning effect by backwashing) for the
deposits d adhering to the filter element 10 increases
higher than the cleaning effect of the related art noted
above, and prevents decrease in the filtering flow amount
caused by the use of the filter element 10.

[0064] According to this embodiment, decrease in the
filtering flow amount is prevented by adopting the struc-
ture connecting the pair of the filter elements 10 via the
"connection pipe 13" (i.e., structure which reduces the
number of parts and does not require complicated con-
trol). According to this embodiment, therefore, additional
components such as an external power source and a
control circuit are not required for operating the structure
noted above for improving the cleaning effect (connection
pipe 13). Therefore, the pair of the filter elements 10 ca-
pable of preventing decrease in the filtering flow amount
are provided without a great rise of the cost.
[0065] According to this embodiment, the pair of the
filter elements 10 are connected via the connection pipe
13. In this structure, the upper hole 12a of the upper cover
12 can be brought into a condition similar to the closed
condition of the upper hole 12a when backwashing is not
carried out. Accordingly, this structure prevents flow of
fluid to the outside of the filter elements 10 without pass-
ing through the filter media 11 during the filtering step.
[0066] As discussed above, the pair of the filter ele-
ments 10 and the backwash type filter W capable of pre-
venting decrease in the filtering flow amount are provided
according to this embodiment.
[0067] The invention is not limited to the embodiment
described herein, but may be practiced otherwise in var-
ious ways without departing from the scope of the fea-
tures of the invention.
[0068] The connection pipe 13 which is U-shaped in
this embodiment may have any other shapes as long as
fluid can flow without interruption caused by the shapes
of the connection pipe 13.

[Reference Signs List]

[0069]

W backwash type filter
1 housing
1a main body (housing)
1a1 bottom (housing)
1b cover (housing)
4 device inlet port (housing)
5 device outlet port (housing)

7 shelf board
7a through hole
7b1, 7b2 through hole
8 rotation shaft
9 motor

10 filter element
11 filter medium (filter element)
12 upper cover (filter element)
12a upper hole (filter element)
13 connection pipe (filter element)
19 filter inlet port (filter element)
100 filter element structure
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f frame (filter element)
fa upper ring member (frame (filter element))
fb lower ring member (frame (filter element))
fc wire support member (frame (filter element))

20 backwash arm
20a base (backwash arm)
20b vertical pipe (backwash arm)
20c, 20d L-shaped pipe (backwash arm)

30 discharge pipe
40 backwash solvent discharge port

Claims

1. A filter element structure attached to a backwash
type filter and filtering fluid flowing within the filter,
characterized by comprising:

a pair of one and the other filter elements; and
a connection pipe connecting the one filter ele-
ment and the other filter element,
wherein
each of the filter elements includes a filter me-
dium formed into a hollow cylindrical shape hav-
ing open ends on both sides, an upper cover
covering the upper end of the filter medium, and
an upper hole penetrating the upper cover, and
one end of the connection pipe is connected with
the one upper hole, while the other end of the
connection pipe is connected with the other up-
per hole.

2. The filter element structure according to claim 1,
characterized in that
in filtering the fluid, the fluid is introduced through a
filter inlet port formed at the lower end of the filter
medium, whereby the fluid introduced into the filter
element structure passes through the filter medium
to be filtered, and
in backwashing the filter medium, a backwash arm
provided on the backwash type filter is connected
with the one filter inlet port, whereby the fluid intro-
duced through the other filter inlet port passes
through the connection pipe and flows into the cylin-
drical portion of the one filter medium, in which con-
dition the fluid flowing outside the one filter element
passes through the one filter medium and flows into
the cylindrical portion of the one filter medium,
whereupon the fluid flows from the one upper hole
toward the one filter inlet port and washes away a
deposit adhering to the one filter medium.

3. A backwash type filter provided with a substantially
hollow and cylindrical housing containing a plurality
of filter element structures, and sequentially cleaning
filter elements while filtering fluid introduced from the

outside, characterized in that
the backwash type filter includes
a shelf board dividing the interior of the housing into
two areas of an upper area and a lower area,
a device inlet port formed in the lower part of the
housing and introducing fluid as a filtering target into
the lower area,
a device outlet port formed in the upper part of the
housing and discharging filtered fluid from the upper
area,
a rotation shaft disposed at the center of the housing
and so formed as to freely rotate, and
a backwash arm connected with the rotation shaft
and acting in accordance with the rotation of the ro-
tation shaft,
each of the filter element structures includes a pair
of one and the other filter elements, and a connection
pipe connecting the one filter element and the other
filter element,
each of the filter elements includes a filter medium
formed into a hollow cylindrical shape having open
ends on both sides, an upper cover covering the up-
per end of the filter medium, and an upper hole pen-
etrating the upper cover,
the shelf board has a plurality of through holes with
each of which the lower end of the corresponding
filter element engages for fixation thereto so that the
lower area of the housing communicates with the
interior of the cylindrical portion of the filter medium,
the backwash arm shifts with one end of the back-
wash arm contacting the lower end surface of the
shelf board and connects with any one of the plural
through holes to communicate with the filter element
engaging with and fixed to the connected through
hole,
for the pair of the filter elements each of which does
not communicate with the backwash arm, fluid intro-
duced through the device inlet port flows via the cor-
responding through holes into the cylindrical portions
of the filter media, whereby the introduced fluid pass-
es through the filter media to be filtered, in which
condition the filtered fluid is discharged through the
device outlet port, and
for the pair of the filter elements the one of which
communicates with the backwash arm, fluid intro-
duced through the filter inlet port of the other filter
element not communicating with the backwash arm
passes through the connection pipe and flows into
the cylindrical portion of the one filter medium, in
which condition fluid flowing outside the one filter
element passes through the one filter medium and
enters the interior of the cylindrical portion of the one
filter medium, whereupon fluid flows from the one
upper hole toward the one filter inlet port to wash
away a deposit adhering to the one filter medium.
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