
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
17

5 
26

7
B

1
*EP003175267B1*

(11) EP 3 175 267 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
30.12.2020 Bulletin 2020/53

(21) Application number: 14898685.4

(22) Date of filing: 30.07.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
F21V 8/00 (2006.01) G02B 6/00 (2006.01)

G02F 1/13357 (2006.01) G02F 1/1335 (2006.01)

G02B 5/18 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/US2014/048923

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2016/018314 (04.02.2016 Gazette 2016/05)

(54) MULTIBEAM DIFFRACTION GRATING-BASED COLOR BACKLIGHTING

FARBIGE RÜCKBELEUCHTUNG AUF BASIS EINES MEHRSTRAHLDIFFRAKTIONSGITTERS

RÉTROÉCLAIRAGE COLORÉ À BASE DE RÉSEAU DE DIFFRACTION MULTIFAISCEAU

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(43) Date of publication of application: 
07.06.2017 Bulletin 2017/23

(73) Proprietor: LEIA Inc.
Menlo Park, CA 94025 (US)

(72) Inventor: FATTAL, David A.
Menlo Park, CA 94025 (US)

(74) Representative: Carpmaels & Ransford LLP
One Southampton Row
London WC1B 5HA (GB)

(56) References cited:  
US-A- 5 615 024 US-A1- 2004 240 232
US-A1- 2006 104 570 US-A1- 2009 207 342
US-A1- 2011 002 143 US-A1- 2011 242 837
US-A1- 2012 176 665  



EP 3 175 267 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] N/A

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPON-
SORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

[0002] N/A

BACKGROUND

[0003] US2004240232A1 describes a backlight for a
liquid crystal display device having a light guide plate
adapted to transmit light therethrough; a color dispersion
sheet located at an opposite surface to the front surface
of the light guide plate and adapted to refract the light
transmitted through the light guide plate at different an-
gles according to wavelength and to reflect the refracted
light back into the light guide plate; and a diffraction pat-
tern formed on at least one surface of the light guide plate
adapted to allow the light proceeding at the different an-
gles according to wavelength through the color disper-
sion sheet to exit at the same angle.
[0004] Electronic displays are a nearly ubiquitous me-
dium for communicating information to users of a wide
variety of devices and products. Among the most com-
monly found electronic displays are the cathode ray tube
(CRT), plasma display panels (PDP), liquid crystal dis-
plays (LCD), electroluminescent displays (EL), organic
light emitting diode (OLED) and active matrix OLEDs
(AMOLED) displays, electrophoretic displays (EP) and
various displays that employ electromechanical or elec-
trofluidic light modulation (e.g., digital micromirror devic-
es, electrowetting displays, etc.). In general, electronic
displays may be categorized as either active displays
(i.e., displays that emit light) or passive displays (i.e.,
displays that modulate light provided by another source).
Among the most obvious examples of active displays are
CRTs, PDPs and OLEDs/AMOLEDs. Displays that are
typically classified as passive when considering emitted
light are LCDs and EP displays. Passive displays, while
often exhibiting attractive performance characteristics in-
cluding, but not limited to, inherently low power consump-
tion, may find somewhat limited use in many practical
applications given the lack of an ability to emit light.
[0005] To overcome the applicability limitations of pas-
sive displays associated with light emission, many pas-
sive displays are coupled to an external light source. The
coupled light source may allow these otherwise passive
displays to emit light and function substantially as an ac-
tive display. Examples of such coupled light sources are
backlights. Backlights are light sources (often so-called
’panel’ light sources) that are placed behind an otherwise
passive display to illuminate the passive display. For ex-
ample, a backlight may be coupled to an LCD or an EP
display. The backlight emits light that passes through the

LCD or the EP display. The light emitted by the backlight
is modulated by the LCD or the EP display and the mod-
ulated light is then emitted, in turn, from the LCD or the
EP display. Often backlights are configured to emit white
light. Color filters are then used to transform the white
light into various colors used in the display. The color
filters may be placed at an output of the LCD or the EP
display (less common) or between the backlight and the
LCD or the EP display, for example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Various features of examples in accordance
with the principles described herein may be more readily
understood with reference to the following detailed de-
scription taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, where like reference numerals designate like
structural elements, and in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a graphical view of angular com-
ponents {θ, φ} of a light beam having a particular
principal angular direction, according to an example
of the principles describe herein.
Figure 2A illustrates a cross sectional view of a multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight, ac-
cording to an example consistent with the principles
described herein.
Figure 2B illustrates a perspective view of a surface
of the multibeam diffraction grating-based color
backlight illustrated in Figure 2A, according to an ex-
ample consistent with the principles described here-
in.
Figure 2C illustrates a cross sectional view of a multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight, ac-
cording to another example consistent with the prin-
ciples described herein.
Figure 3 illustrates a plan view of a multibeam dif-
fraction grating, according to another example con-
sistent with the principles described herein.
Figure 4A illustrates a cross sectional view of a multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight in-
cluding a tilted collimator, according to another ex-
ample consistent with the principles described here-
in.
Figure 4B illustrates a schematic representation of
a collimating reflector, according to an example con-
sistent with the principles described herein.
Figure 5 illustrates a perspective view of the multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight, ac-
cording to an example consistent with the principles
described herein.
Figure 6 illustrates a block diagram of an electronic
display, according to an example consistent with the
principles described herein.
Figure 7 illustrates a cross sectional view of a plu-
rality of differently directed light beams that converge
at a convergence point P, according to an example
consistent with the principles described herein.
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Figure 8 illustrates a flow chart of a method of color
electronic display operation, according to an exam-
ple consistent with the principles described herein.

[0007] Certain examples have other features that are
one of in addition to and in lieu of the features illustrated
in the above-referenced figures. These and other fea-
tures are detailed below with reference to the above-ref-
erenced figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] Examples in accordance with the principles de-
scribed herein provide electronic display backlighting us-
ing multibeam diffractive coupling of different colors of
light. In particular, backlighting of an electronic display
described herein employs a multibeam diffraction grating
and a plurality of different colored light sources that are
laterally displaced from one another. The multibeam dif-
fraction grating is used to couple light of different colors
produced by the light sources out of a light guide and to
direct the coupled-out light of different colors in a viewing
direction of the electronic display. The coupled-out light
directed in the viewing direction by the multibeam diffrac-
tion grating includes a plurality of light beams that have
different principal angular directions and different colors
from one another, according to various examples of the
principles described herein. In some examples, the light
beams having the different principal angular directions
(also referred to as ’the differently directed light beams’)
and the different colors may be employed to display
three-dimensional (3-D) information. For example, the
differently directed, different color light beams produced
by the multibeam diffraction grating may be modulated
and serve as pixels of a ’glasses free’ 3-D electronic dis-
play.
[0009] According to various examples, the multibeam
diffraction grating produces the plurality of light beams
having a corresponding plurality of different, spatially
separated angles (i.e., different principal angular direc-
tions). In particular, a light beam produced by the multi-
beam diffraction grating has a principal angular direction
given by angular components {θ, φ}, by definition herein.
The angular component θ is referred to herein as the
’elevation component’ or ’elevation angle’ of the light
beam. The angular component φ is referred to as the
’azimuth component’ or ’azimuth angle’ of the light beam,
herein. By definition, the elevation angle θ is an angle in
a vertical plane (e.g., perpendicular to a plane of the multi-
beam diffraction grating) while the azimuth angle φ is an
angle in a horizontal plane (e.g., parallel to the multibeam
diffraction grating plane). Figure 1 illustrates the angular
components {θ, φ} of a light beam 10 having a particular
principal angular direction, according to an example of
the principles describe herein. In addition, the light beam
is emitted or emanates from a particular point, by defini-
tion herein. That is, by definition, the light beam has a
central ray associated with a particular point of origin with-

in the multibeam diffraction grating. Figure 1 also illus-
trates the light beam point of origin O. An example prop-
agation direction of incident light is illustrated in Figure 1
using a bold arrow 12.
[0010] According to various examples, characteristics
of the multibeam diffraction grating and the features
thereof (i.e., ’diffractive features’) may be used to control
one or both of the angular directionality of the light beams
and a wavelength or color selectivity of the multibeam
diffraction grating with respect to one or more of the light
beams. The characteristics that may be used to control
the angular directionality and wavelength selectivity in-
clude, but are not limited to, one or more of a grating
length, a grating pitch (feature spacing), a shape of the
features, a size of the features (e.g., groove or ridge
width), and an orientation of the grating. In some exam-
ples, the various characteristics used for control may be
characteristics that are local to a vicinity of the point of
origin of a light beam.
[0011] Herein, a ’diffraction grating’ is generally de-
fined as a plurality of features (i.e., diffractive features)
arranged to provide diffraction of light incident on the dif-
fraction grating. In some examples, the plurality of fea-
tures may be arranged in a periodic or quasi-periodic
manner. For example, the diffraction grating may include
a plurality of features (e.g., a plurality of grooves in a
material surface) arranged in a one-dimensional (1-D)
array. In other examples, the diffraction grating may be
a two-dimensional (2-D) array of features. For example,
the diffraction grating may be a 2-D array of bumps on a
material surface.
[0012] As such, and by definition herein, the diffraction
grating is a structure that provides diffraction of light in-
cident on the diffraction grating. If the light is incident on
the diffraction grating from a light guide, the provided
diffraction may result in, and thus be referred to as, ’dif-
fractive coupling’ in that the diffraction grating may couple
light out of the light guide by diffraction. The diffraction
grating also redirects or changes an angle of the light by
diffraction (i.e., a diffractive angle). In particular, as a re-
sult of diffraction, light leaving the diffraction grating (i.e.,
diffracted light) generally has a different propagation di-
rection than a propagation direction of the incident light.
The change in the propagation direction of the light by
diffraction is referred to as ’diffractive redirection’ herein.
Hence, the diffraction grating may be understood to be
a structure including diffractive features that diffractively
redirects light incident on the diffraction grating and, if
the light is incident from a light guide, the diffraction grat-
ing may also diffractively couple out the light from light
guide.
[0013] Specifically herein, ’diffractive coupling’ is de-
fined as coupling of an electromagnetic wave (e.g., light)
across a boundary between two materials as a result of
diffraction (e.g., by a diffraction grating). For example, a
diffraction grating may be used to couple out light prop-
agating in a light guide by diffractive coupling across a
boundary of the light guide. Similarly, ’diffractive redirec-
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tion’ is the redirection or change in propagation direction
of light as a result of diffraction, by definition. Diffractive
redirection may occur at the boundary between two ma-
terials if the diffraction occurs at that boundary (e.g., the
diffraction grating is located at the boundary).
[0014] Further by definition herein, the features of a
diffraction grating are referred to as ’diffractive features’
and may be one or more of at, in and on a surface (e.g.,
a boundary between two materials). The surface may be
a surface of a light guide, for example. The diffractive
features may include any of a variety of structures that
diffract light including, but not limited to, one or more of
grooves, ridges, holes and bumps at, in or on the surface.
For example, the multibeam diffraction grating may in-
clude a plurality of parallel grooves in the material sur-
face. In another example, the diffraction grating may in-
clude a plurality of parallel ridges rising out of the material
surface. The diffractive features (e.g., grooves, ridges,
holes, bumps, etc.) may have any of a variety of cross
sectional shapes or profiles that provide diffraction in-
cluding, but not limited to, one or more of a rectangular
profile, a triangular profile and a saw tooth profile.
[0015] By definition herein, a ’multibeam diffraction
grating’ is a diffraction grating that produces a plurality
of light beams. In some examples, the multibeam diffrac-
tion grating may be or include a ’chirped’ diffraction grat-
ing. The light beams of the plurality produced by the multi-
beam diffraction grating may have different principal an-
gular directions denoted by the angular components {θ,
φ}, as described above. In particular, according to various
examples, each of the light beams may have a predeter-
mined principal angular direction as a result of diffractive
coupling and diffractive redirection of incident light by the
multibeam diffraction grating. For example, the multi-
beam diffraction grating may produce eight light beams
in eight different principal directions. According to various
examples, the different principal angular directions of the
various light beams are determined by a combination of
a grating pitch or spacing and an orientation or rotation
of the features of the multibeam diffraction grating at the
points of origin of the light beams relative to a propagation
direction of light incident on the multibeam diffraction
grating.
[0016] Further herein, a ’light guide’ is defined as a
structure that guides light within the structure using total
internal reflection. In particular, the light guide may in-
clude a core that is substantially transparent at an oper-
ational wavelength of the light guide. In some examples,
the term ’light guide’ generally refers to a dielectric optical
waveguide that provides total internal reflection to guide
light at an interface between a dielectric material of the
light guide and a material or medium that surrounds that
light guide. By definition, a condition for total internal re-
flection is that a refractive index of the light guide is great-
er than a refractive index of a surrounding medium ad-
jacent to a surface of the light guide material. In some
examples, the light guide may include a coating in addi-
tion to or instead of the aforementioned refractive index

difference to further facilitate the total internal reflection.
The coating may be a reflective coating, for example.
According to various examples, the light guide may be
any of several light guides including, but not limited to,
one or both of a plate or slab guide and a strip guide.
[0017] Further herein, the term ’plate’ when applied to
a light guide as in a ’plate light guide’ is defined as a
piece-wise or differentially planar layer or sheet. In par-
ticular, a plate light guide is defined as a light guide con-
figured to guide light in two substantially orthogonal di-
rections bounded by a top surface and a bottom surface
(i.e., opposite surfaces) of the light guide. Further, by
definition herein, the top and bottom surfaces are both
separated from one another and substantially parallel to
one another in a differential sense. That is, within any
differentially small region of the plate light guide, the top
and bottom surfaces are substantially parallel or co-pla-
nar. In some examples, a plate light guide may be sub-
stantially flat (e.g., confined to a plane) and so the plate
light guide is a planar light guide. In other examples, the
plate light guide may be curved in one or two orthogonal
dimensions. For example, the plate light guide may be
curved in a single dimension to form a cylindrical shaped
plate light guide. In various examples however, any cur-
vature has a radius of curvature sufficiently large to insure
that total internal reflection is maintained within the plate
light guide to guide light.
[0018] Herein, a ’light source’ is defined as a source
of light (e.g., an apparatus or device that emits light). For
example, the light source may be a light emitting diode
(LED) that emits light when activated. Herein, a light
source may be substantially any source of light or optical
emitter including, but not limited to, one or more of a light
emitting diode (LED), a laser, an organic light emitting
diode (OLED), a polymer light emitting diode, a plasma-
based optical emitter, a fluorescent lamp, an incandes-
cent lamp, and virtually any other source of light. The
light produced by a light source may have a color or may
include a particular wavelength of light. As such, a ’plu-
rality of light sources of different colors’ is explicitly de-
fined herein as a set or group of light sources in which
at least a one of the light sources produces light having
a color or equivalently a wavelength that differs from a
color or wavelength of light produced by at least one other
light source of the light source plurality. Moreover, the
’plurality of light sources of different colors’ may include
more than one light source of the same or substantially
similar color as long as at least two light sources of the
plurality of light sources are different color light sources
(i.e., produce a color of light that is different between the
at least two light sources). Hence, by definition herein, a
plurality of light sources of different colors may include a
first light source that produces a first color of light and a
second light source that produces a second color of light,
where the second color differs from the first color.
[0019] Further, as used herein, the article ’a’ is intend-
ed to have its ordinary meaning in the patent arts, namely
’one or more’. For example, ’a grating’ means one or
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more gratings and as such, ’the grating’ means ’the grat-
ing(s)’ herein. Also, any reference herein to ’top’, ’bot-
tom’, ’upper’, ’lower’, ’up’, ’down’, ’front’, back’, ’first’, ’sec-
ond’, ’left’ or ’right’ is not intended to be a limitation herein.
Herein, the term ’about’ when applied to a value generally
means within the tolerance range of the equipment used
to produce the value, or in some examples, means plus
or minus 10%, or plus or minus 5%, or plus or minus 1%,
unless otherwise expressly specified. Further, the term
’substantially’ as used herein means a majority, or almost
all, or all, or an amount within a range of about 51% to
about 100%, for example. Moreover, examples herein
are intended to be illustrative only and are presented for
discussion purposes and not by way of limitation.
[0020] Figure 2A illustrates a cross sectional view of a
multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight 100,
according to an example consistent with the principles
described herein. Figure 2B illustrates a perspective view
of a surface of the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100 illustrated in Figure 2A, according to
an example consistent with the principles described here-
in. Figure 2C illustrates a cross sectional view of a multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight 100, ac-
cording to another example consistent with the principles
described herein.
[0021] According to various examples, the multibeam
diffraction grating-based color backlight 100 is config-
ured to provide a plurality of light beams 102 directed out
and away from the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100 in different predetermined directions.
Further, various light beams 102 of the light beam plu-
rality represent or include different colors of light. In some
examples, the plurality of light beams 102 of different
colors and different directions forms a plurality of pixels
of an electronic display. In some examples, the electronic
display is a so-called ’glasses free’ three-dimensional (3-
D) display (e.g., a multiview display).
[0022] In particular, a light beam 102 of the light beam
plurality provided by the multibeam diffraction grating-
based color backlight 100 is configured to have a different
principal angular direction from other light beams 102 of
the light beam plurality (e.g., see Figures 2A-2C), accord-
ing to various examples. Further, the light beam 102 may
have a relatively narrow angular spread. As such, the
light beam 102 may be directed away from the multibeam
diffraction grating-based color backlight 100 in a direction
established by the principal angular direction of the light
beam 102.
[0023] In addition, light beams 102 of the light beam
plurality provided by the multibeam diffraction grating-
based color backlight 100 have or represent different
colors of light. In some examples, the different colors of
the light beams 102 may represent colors in a set of colors
(e.g., a color palette). Further, according to some exam-
ples, light beams 102 representing each of the colors in
the set of colors may have substantially equal principal
angular directions. In particular, for a particular principal
angular direction, there may be a set of light beams 102

representing each of the colors in the set of colors. In
some examples, each principal angular direction of the
plurality of light beams 102 may include a set of light
beams 102 representing each the colors of the set of
colors. In some examples, the light beams 102 of different
colors (e.g., of the set of colors) and different principal
angular directions may be modulated (e.g., by a light
valve as described below). The modulation of the differ-
ent color light beams 102 directed in different directions
away from the multibeam diffraction grating-based color
backlight 100 may be particularly useful as pixels in color
3-D electronic display applications.
[0024] The multibeam diffraction grating-based color
backlight 100 includes a plurality of light sources 110 of
different colors. In particular, a light source 110 of the
light source plurality is configured to produce light of a
color (i.e., an optical wavelength) that differs from a color
of light produced by other light sources 110 of the light
source plurality, by definition herein. For example, a first
light source 110’ of the light source plurality may produce
light of a first color (e.g., red), a second light source
110" of the light source plurality may produce light of a
second color (e.g., green), a third light source 110’" of
the light source plurality may produce light of a third color
(e.g., blue), and so on.
[0025] In various examples, the plurality of light sourc-
es 110 of different colors may include light sources 110
that represent substantially any source of light including,
but not limited to, one or more of a light emitting diode
(LED), a fluorescent light, and a laser. For example, the
plurality of light sources 110 may each include a plurality
of LEDs. In some examples, one or more of the light
sources 110 of the light source plurality may produce a
substantially monochromatic light having a narrowband
spectrum denoted by a specific color. In particular, the
color of the monochromatic light may be a primary color
of a predetermined color gamut or color model (e.g., a
red-green-blue (RGB) color model), according to some
examples. For example, the first light source 110’ of the
light source plurality may be a red LED and the mono-
chromatic light produced by the first light source 110’ may
be substantially the color red. In this example, the second
light source 110" may be a green LED and the mono-
chromatic light produced by the second light source 110"
may be substantially green in color. Further, the third light
source 110’" may be a blue LED and the monochromatic
light produced by the third light source 110"’ may be sub-
stantially blue in color, in this example.
[0026] In other examples, the light provided by one or
more of the light sources 110 of the plurality may have a
relatively broadband spectrum (i.e., may not be mono-
chromatic light). For example, a fluorescent light source
or similar broadband light source that produces substan-
tially white light may be employed as part of the light
source plurality. In some examples when a broadband
light source is used, the white light produced by the
broadband light source may be ’converted’ into a respec-
tive color (e.g., red, green, blue, etc.) of the different
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colors of the light source plurality using a color filter or a
similar mechanism (e.g., a prism). The broadband light
source combined with the color filter effectively produces
light of a respective color of the color filter, for example.
In particular, the respective color may be a color of the
different colors of the plurality of light sources 110 and
the ’converted’ broadband light source that includes the
color filter may be a light source 110 of the plurality of
light sources 110 of different colors, according to various
examples. Note that the colors red, green and blue are
employed herein by way of discussion and not limitation.
Other colors instead of or in addition to any or all of red,
green and blue may be used as the different colors of
the light sources 110, for example.
[0027] According to various examples, the light sourc-
es 110 of the light source plurality are laterally displaced
from one another, as illustrated in Figures 2A and 2C.
For example, the light sources 110 may be laterally dis-
placed from one another along a particular axis or direc-
tion. In particular, as illustrated in Figures 2A and 2C, the
first light source 110’ is laterally displaced to the left along
an x-axis relative to the second light source 110". Further,
the third light source 110’" is laterally displaced to the
right along the x-axis relative to the second light source
110", as illustrated.
[0028] According to the invention, the multibeam dif-
fraction grating-based color backlight 100 further in-
cludes a plate light guide 120 configured to guide light
104 that enters the plate light guide 120. The plate light
guide 120 is configured to guide the light 104 of the dif-
ferent colors produced by the light sources 110 of the
light source plurality, according to various examples. In
some examples, the light guide 120 guides the light 104
using total internal reflection. For example, the plate light
guide 120 may include a dielectric material configured
as an optical waveguide. The dielectric material may
have a first refractive index that is greater than a second
refractive index of a medium surrounding the dielectric
optical waveguide. The difference in refractive indices is
configured to facilitate total internal reflection of the guid-
ed light 104 according to one or more guided modes of
the plate light guide 120, for example.
[0029] In some examples, the plate light guide 120 may
be a slab or plate optical waveguide that is an extended,
substantially planar sheet of optically transparent mate-
rial (e.g., as illustrated in cross section in Figures 2A and
2C). The substantially planar sheet of dielectric material
is configured to guide the light 104 through total internal
reflection. In some examples, the plate light guide 120
may include a cladding layer on at least a portion of a
surface of the plate light guide 120 (not illustrated). The
cladding layer may be used to further facilitate total in-
ternal reflection, for example. According to various ex-
amples, the optically transparent material of the plate
light guide 120 may include or be made up of any of a
variety of dielectric materials including, but not limited to,
one or more of various types of glass (e.g., silica glass,
alkali-aluminosilicate glass, borosilicate glass, etc.) and

substantially optically transparent plastics or polymers
(e.g., poly(methyl methacrylate) or ’acrylic glass’, poly-
carbonate, etc.).
[0030] According to various examples, the light pro-
duced by the light sources 110 is coupled into an end of
the plate light guide 120 to propagate and be guided
along a length or propagation axis of the plate light guide
120. For example, as illustrated in Figures 2A and 2C,
the guided light 104 may propagate along the propaga-
tion axis of the plate light guide 120 in a generally hori-
zontal direction (i.e., along the x-axis). Propagation of
the guided light 104 in a general propagation direction
along the propagation axis is illustrated from left to right
in Figure 2A as several bold horizontal arrows (i.e., point-
ing from left to right). Figure 2C illustrates propagation
of the guided light 104 from right to left, also as several
bold horizontal arrows. The propagation of the guided
light 104 illustrated by the bold horizontal arrows along
the x-axis in Figures 2A and 2C represents various prop-
agating optical beams within the plate light guide 120. In
particular, the propagating optical beams may represent
plane waves of propagating light associated with one or
more of the optical modes of the plate light guide 120,
for example. The propagating optical beams of the guid-
ed light 104 may propagate along the propagation axis
by ’bouncing’ or reflecting off walls of the plate light guide
120 at an interface between the material (e.g., dielectric)
of the plate light guide 120 and the surrounding medium
due to total internal reflection, according to various ex-
amples.
[0031] According to the invention, lateral displacement
of the light sources 110 of the light source plurality de-
termines a relative angle of propagation of the various
propagating optical beams of the guided light 104 within
the plate light guide 120 (i.e., in addition to propagation
along the propagation axis). In particular, lateral displace-
ment of the first light source 110’ relative to the second
light source 110" (e.g., to the left in Figure 2A and to the
right in Figure 2C), may result in a propagating optical
beam associated with the first light source 110’ having a
propagation angle within the plate light guide 120 that is
smaller or ’shallower’ that a propagation angle of a prop-
agating optical beam associated with the second light
source 110". Likewise, the lateral displacement of the
third light source 110’" relative to the second light source
110", (e.g., to the right in Figure 2A and to the left in
Figure 2C) may result in a larger or ’steeper’ propagation
angle of the propagating optical beam associated with
the third light source 110’" relative to the propagation an-
gle of the propagating optical beam of the second light
source 110". Hence a relative lateral displacement of the
light sources 110 of the light source plurality is used to
control or determine the propagation angle of the prop-
agating optical beam associated with each of the light
sources 110.
[0032] In Figures 2A and 2C, the light of a color asso-
ciated with the second light source 110" is illustrated with
a solid line, while light of colors associated with the first
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and third light sources 110’, 110"’ are illustrated respec-
tively with different dashed lines. As illustrated by the
respective solid and the different dashed lines in Figures
2A and 2C, light of different colors is emitted by the first,
second and third light sources 110’, 110", 110"’. The light
of the different colors is coupled into the plate light guide
120 and propagates along the plate light guide propaga-
tion axis as the guided light 104 (e.g., as illustrated by
the bold horizontal arrows). In addition, each of the dif-
ferent colors of the guided light 104 coupled into the plate
light guide 120 propagates along the propagation axis
with a different propagation angle determined by the lat-
eral displacement of respective ones of the first, second
and third light sources 110’, 110", 110"’. Propagation of
the guided light 104 with the various different propagation
angles is illustrated as a zigzag, crosshatched region in
Figure 2A. Further, in Figures 2A and 2C, light beams
102 of the different colors of light associated with the first,
second and third light sources 110’, 110", 110"’ are de-
picted using corresponding solid and variously dashed
lines.
[0033] According to the invention, the multibeam dif-
fraction grating-based color backlight 100 further in-
cludes a multibeam diffraction grating 130. The multi-
beam diffraction grating 130 is located at a surface of the
plate light guide 120 and is configured to diffractively cou-
ple out a portion or portions of the guided light 104 from
the plate light guide 120 by or using diffractive coupling.
In particular, the coupled-out portion of the guided light
104 is diffractively redirected away from the light guide
surface as the plurality of light beams 102 of different
colors (i.e., representing the different colors of the light
sources 110). Further, light beams 102 of different colors
are redirected away from the light guide surface in differ-
ent principal angular directions by the multibeam diffrac-
tion grating 130. As such, the light beams 102 represent-
ing guided light 104 from the second light source
110" (solid line arrow) have different principal angular di-
rections when diffractively coupled out, as illustrated.
Similarly, the light beams 102 representing guided light
104 from each of the light source 110’ and the light source
110’" (various dashed line arrows) respectively also have
different principal angular directions. However, some of
the light beams 102 from each of the laterally displaced
light sources 110’, 110", 110’" may have substantially
similar principal angular directions, according to various
examples.
[0034] In general, the light beams 102 produced by the
multibeam diffraction grating 130 may be either diverging
or converging, according to various examples. In partic-
ular, Figure 2A illustrates the plurality of light beams 102
that are converging, while Figure 2C illustrates the light
beams 102 of the plurality that are converging. Whether
the light beams 102 are diverging (Figure 2A) or diverging
(Figure 2C) is determined by a propagation direction of
the guided light 104 relative to a characteristic of the
multibeam diffraction grating 130 (e.g., a chirp direction),
according to various examples. In some examples where

the light beams 102 are diverging, the diverging light
beams 102 may appear to be diverging from a ’virtual’
point (not illustrated) located some distance below or be-
hind the multibeam diffraction grating 130. Similarly, the
converging light beams 102 may converge or cross at a
virtual point (not illustrated) above or in front of the multi-
beam diffraction grating 130, according to some exam-
ples.
[0035] According to various examples, the multibeam
diffraction grating 130 includes a plurality of diffractive
features 132 that provide diffraction. The provided dif-
fraction is responsible for the diffractive coupling of the
guided light 104 out of the plate light guide 120. For ex-
ample, the multibeam diffraction grating 130 may include
one or both of grooves in a surface of the plate light guide
120 and ridges protruding from the light guide surface
120 that serve as the diffractive features 132. The
grooves and ridges may be arranged parallel to one an-
other and, at least at some point, perpendicular to a prop-
agation direction of the guided light 104 that is to be cou-
pled out by the multibeam diffraction grating 130.
[0036] In some examples, the grooves and ridges may
be etched, milled or molded into the surface or applied
on the surface. As such, a material of the multibeam dif-
fraction grating 130 may include a material of the plate
light guide 120. As illustrated in Figure 2A, for example,
the multibeam diffraction grating 130 includes substan-
tially parallel ridges that protrude from the surface of the
plate light guide 120. In Figure 2C, the multibeam diffrac-
tion grating 130 includes substantially parallel grooves
that penetrate the surface of the plate light guide 120. In
other examples (not illustrated), the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 may be a film or layer applied or affixed to
the light guide surface. The diffraction grating 130 may
be deposited on the light guide surface, for example.
[0037] The multibeam diffraction grating 130 may be
arranged in a variety of configurations at, on or in the
surface of the plate light guide 120, according to various
examples. For example, the multibeam diffraction grating
130 may be a member of a plurality of gratings (e.g.,
multibeam diffraction gratings) arranged in columns and
rows across the light guide surface. The rows and col-
umns of multibeam diffraction gratings 130 may repre-
sent a rectangular array of multibeam diffraction gratings
130, for example. In another example, the plurality of
multibeam diffraction gratings 130 may be arranged as
another array including, but not limited to, a circular array.
In yet another example, the plurality of multibeam diffrac-
tion gratings 130 may be distributed substantially ran-
domly across the surface of the plate light guide 120.
[0038] According to some examples, the multibeam
diffraction grating 130 may include a chirped diffraction
grating 130. By definition, the chirped diffraction grating
130 is a diffraction grating exhibiting or having a diffrac-
tion pitch or spacing d of the diffractive features that var-
ies across an extent or length of the chirped diffraction
grating 130, as illustrated in Figures 2A-2C. Herein, the
varying diffraction spacing d is referred to as a ’chirp’. As
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a result, the guided light 104 that is diffractively coupled
out of the plate light guide 120 exits or is emitted from
the chirped diffraction grating 130 as the light beam 102
at different diffraction angles corresponding to different
points of origin across the chirped diffraction grating 130.
By virtue of the chirp, the chirped diffraction grating 130
may produce the plurality of light beams 102 having dif-
ferent principal angular directions.
[0039] Further, the diffraction angle that establishes
the principal angular direction of the light beams 102 is
also a function of a wavelength or color and an angle of
incidence of the guided light 104. As such, a principal
angular direction of a light beam 102 of a color corre-
sponding to a respective light source 110 is a function of
the lateral displacement of the respective light source
110, according to various examples. In particular, as is
discussed above, the various light sources 110 of the
light source plurality are configured to produce light of
different colors. Further, the light sources 110 are later-
ally displaced from one another to produced different
propagation angles of the guided light 104 within the plate
light guide 120. A combination of the different propaga-
tion angles (i.e., angles of incidence) of the guided light
104 due to respective lateral displacements of the light
sources 110 and the different colors of the guided light
104 produced by the light sources 110 results in a plurality
of different color light beams 102 having substantially
equal principal angular directions, according to various
examples. For example, the light beams 102 of different
colors (i.e., sets of different colored light beams) having
substantially equal principal angular directions are illus-
trated in Figures 2A-2C using a combination of solid and
dashed lines.
[0040] In some examples, the chirped diffraction grat-
ing 130 may have or exhibit a chirp of the diffractive spac-
ing d that varies linearly with distance. As such, the
chirped diffraction grating 130 may be referred to as a
’linearly chirped’ diffraction grating. Figures 2A and 2C
illustrate the multibeam diffraction grating 130 as a line-
arly chirped diffraction grating, for example. As illustrat-
ed, the diffractive features 132 are closer together at a
second end 130" of the multibeam diffraction grating 130
than at a first end 130’. Further, the diffractive spacing d
of the illustrated diffractive features 132 varies linearly
from the first end 130’ to the second end 130".
[0041] In some examples, the light beams 102 of dif-
ferent colors produced by coupling guided light 104 out
of the plate light guide 120 using the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 including the chirped diffraction grating may
converge (i.e., be diverging light beams 102) when the
guided light 104 propagates in a direction from the first
end 130’ to the second end 130" (e.g., as illustrated in
Figure 2A). Alternatively, diverging light beams 102 of
different colors may be produced when the guided light
104 propagates from the second end 130" to the first end
130’ (e.g., as illustrated in Figure 2C), according to other
examples.
[0042] In another example (not illustrated), the chirped

diffraction grating 130 may exhibit a non-linear chirp of
the diffractive spacing d. Various non-linear chirps that
may be used to realize the chirped diffraction grating 130
include, but are not limited to, an exponential chirp, a
logarithmic chirp or a chirp that varies in another, sub-
stantially non-uniform or random but still monotonic man-
ner. Non-monotonic chirps such as, but not limited to, a
sinusoidal chirp or a triangle (or sawtooth) chirp, may
also be employed.
[0043] According to some examples, the diffractive
features 132 within the multibeam diffraction grating 130
may have varying orientations relative to an incident di-
rection of the guided light 104. In particular, an orientation
of the diffractive features 132 at a first point within the
multibeam diffraction grating 130 may differ from an ori-
entation of the diffractive features 132 at another point.
As described above, angular components of the principal
angular direction {θ, φ} of the light beam 102 are deter-
mined by or correspond to a combination of a local pitch
(i.e., diffractive spacing d) and an azimuthal orientation
angle of the diffractive features 132 at a point of origin of
the light beam 102, according to some examples. Fur-
ther, the azimuthal component φ of the principal angular
direction {θ, φ} of the light beam 102 may be substantially
independent of a color of the light beam 102 (i.e., sub-
stantially equal for all colors), according to some exam-
ples. In particular, a relationship between the azimuthal
component φ and the azimuthal orientation angle of the
diffractive features 132 may be substantially the same
for all colors of the light beams 120, according to some
examples. As such, the varying an orientation of the dif-
fractive features 132 within the multibeam diffraction grat-
ing 130 may produce different light beams 102 having
different principal angular directions {θ, φ} regardless of
a color of the light beam 102, at least in terms of their
respective azimuthal components φ.
[0044] In some examples, the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 may include diffractive features 132 that are
either curved or arranged in a generally curved configu-
ration. For example, the diffractive features 132 may in-
clude one of curved grooves and curved ridges that are
spaced apart from one another along radius of the curve.
Figure 2B illustrates curved diffractive features 132 as
curved, spaced apart ridges, for example. At different
points along the curve of the diffractive features 132, an
’underlying diffraction grating’ of the multibeam diffrac-
tion grating 130 associated with the curved diffractive
features 132 has a different azimuthal orientation angle.
In particular, at a given point along the curved diffractive
features 132 the curve has a particular azimuthal orien-
tation angle that generally differs from another point
along the curved diffractive feature 132. Further, the par-
ticular azimuthal orientation angle results in a corre-
sponding principal angular direction {θ, φ} of a light beam
102 emitted from the given point. In some examples, the
curve of the diffractive feature(s) (e.g., groove, ridge, etc.)
may represent a section of a circle. The circle may be
coplanar with the light guide surface. In other examples,
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the curve may represent a section of an ellipse or another
curved shape, e.g., that is coplanar with the light guide
surface.
[0045] In other examples, the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 may include diffractive features 132 that are
’piece-wise’ curved. In particular, while the diffractive fea-
ture may not describe a substantially smooth or contin-
uous curve per se, at different points along the diffractive
feature within the multibeam diffraction grating 130, the
diffractive feature 132 still may be oriented at different
angles with respect to the incident direction of the guided
light 104 to approximate a curve. For example, the dif-
fractive feature 132 may be a groove including a plurality
of substantially straight segments, each segment of the
groove having a different orientation than an adjacent
segment. Together, the different angles of the segments
may approximate a curve (e.g., a segment of a circle).
For example, Figure 3, which is described below, illus-
trates an example of piece-wise curved diffractive fea-
tures 132. In yet other examples, the features 132 may
merely have different orientations relative to the incident
direction of the guided light at different locations within
the multibeam diffraction grating 130 without approximat-
ing a particular curve (e.g., a circle or an ellipse).
[0046] In some examples, the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 may include both differently oriented diffrac-
tive features 132 and a chirp of the diffractive spacing d.
In particular, both the orientation and the spacing d be-
tween the diffractive features 132 may vary at different
points within the multibeam diffraction grating 130. For
example, the multibeam diffraction grating 130 may in-
clude a curved and chirped diffraction grating 130 having
grooves or ridges that are both curved and vary in spacing
d as a function of a radius of the curve.
[0047] Figure 2B illustrates the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 including diffractive features 132 (e.g.,
grooves or ridges) that are both curved and chirped (i.e.,
is a curved, chirped diffraction grating) in or on a surface
of the plate light guide 120. The guided light 104 has an
incident direction relative to the multibeam diffraction
grating 130 and the plate light guide 120 as illustrated in
Figure 2B, by way of example. Figure 2B also illustrates
the plurality of emitted light beams 102 pointing away
from the multibeam diffraction grating 130 at the surface
of the plate light guide 120. As illustrated, the light beams
102 are emitted in a plurality of different principal angular
directions. In particular, the different principal angular di-
rections of the emitted light beams 102 are different in
both azimuth and elevation, as illustrated. As discussed
above, both the chirp of the diffractive features 132 and
the curve of the diffractive features 132 may be substan-
tially responsible for the different principle angular direc-
tions of the emitted light beams 102.
[0048] Figure 3 illustrates a plan view of a multibeam
diffraction grating 130, according to another example
consistent with the principles described herein. As illus-
trated, the multibeam diffraction grating 130 is on a sur-
face of a plate light guide 120 of a multibeam diffraction

grating-based color backlight 100 that also includes a
plurality of light sources 110. The multibeam diffraction
grating 130 includes diffractive features 132 that are both
piece-wise curved and chirped. A bold arrow in Figure 3
illustrates an example incident direction of the guided
light 104.
[0049] According to the invention the multibeam dif-
fraction grating-based color backlight 100 further in-
cludes a tilted collimator. The tilted collimator is located
between the plurality of light sources 110 and the plate
light guide 120. The tilted collimator is configured to tilt
light from the light sources 110 and to direct the tilted and
collimated light into to the plate light guide 120 as the
guided light 104. According to various examples, the tilt-
ed collimator may include, but is not limited to a collimat-
ing lens in combination with a mirror, a tilted collimating
lens or collimating reflector. For example, Figure 2A il-
lustrates a tilted collimator 140 including a collimating
reflector configured to collimate and tilt the light from the
light sources 110. Figure 2C illustrates a tilted collimator
140 that includes a collimating lens 142 and a mirror 144,
by way of example and not limitation.
[0050] Figure 4A illustrates a cross sectional view of a
multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight 100
including a tilted collimator 140, according to another ex-
ample consistent with the principles described herein. In
particular, the tilted collimator 140 is illustrated as a col-
limating reflector 140 located between the plurality of light
sources 110 of different colors and the plate light guide
120. In Figure 4A, the light sources 110 are laterally dis-
placed from one another in a direction corresponding to
a propagation axis of the guided light 104 within the plate
light guide 120 (e.g., the x-axis), as illustrated. Further,
as illustrated, the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100 includes a plurality of multibeam dif-
fraction gratings 130 (i.e., a multibeam diffraction grating
array) at a surface of the plate light guide 120. Each multi-
beam diffraction grating 130 is configured to produce a
plurality of light beams 102 of different colors and different
principal angular directions.
[0051] According to various examples, the collimating
reflector 140 illustrated in Figure 4A is configured to col-
limate light of different colors produced by the light sourc-
es 110. The collimating reflector 140 is further configured
to direct the collimated light at a tilt angle relative to a top
surface and a bottom surface of the plate light guide 120.
According to some examples, the tilt angle is both greater
than zero and less than a critical angle of total internal
reflection within the plate light guide 120. According to
various examples, light from a respective light source
110 of the light source plurality may have a corresponding
tilt angle determined by both a tilt of the collimating re-
flector and a lateral displacement of the respective light
source 110 relative to a focus or focal point F of the col-
limating reflector 140.
[0052] Figure 4B illustrates a schematic representation
of a collimating reflector 140, according to an example
consistent with the principles described herein. In partic-

15 16 



EP 3 175 267 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ular, Figure 4B illustrates a first light source 110’ (e.g., a
green light source) located at the focal point F of the
collimating reflector 140. Also illustrated is a second light
source 110" (e.g., a red light source) laterally displaced
from the first light source 110’ along the x-axis, i.e., in a
direction corresponding to the propagation axis. Light
(e.g., green light) produced by the first light source 110’
diverges as a cone of light denoted by rays 112’ in Figure
4B. Similarly, light (e.g., red light) produced by the second
light source 110" diverges as a cone of light denoted by
rays 112" in Figure 4B.
[0053] Collimated light from the first light source 110’
exiting the collimating reflector 140 is denoted by parallel
rays 114’, while collimated light from the second light
source 110" exiting the collimating reflector 140 is denot-
ed by parallel rays 114", as illustrated. Note that the col-
limated reflector 140 not only collimates the light but also
directs or tilts the collimated light downward a non-zero
angle. In particular, the collimated light from the first light
source 110’ is tilted downward at a tilt angle θ’ and the
collimated light from the second light source 110" is tilted
downward at a different tilt angle θ", as illustrated. The
difference between the first light source tilt angle θ’ and
the second light source tilt angle θ" is provided or deter-
mined by the lateral displacement of the second light
source 110" relative to the first light source 110’, accord-
ing to various examples. Note that the different tilt angles
θ’, θ" correspond to different propagation angles of the
guided light 104 within the light guide 120 for the light
(e.g., green vs. red) from respective ones of the first and
second light sources 110’, 110", as illustrated in Figure
4A.
[0054] In some examples, the tilted collimator (e.g., the
collimating reflector 140) is integral to plate light guide
120. In particular, the integral tilted collimator 140 may
not be substantially separable from the plate light guide
120, for example. For example, the tilted collimator 140
may be formed from a material of the plate light guide
120, e.g., as illustrated in Figure 4A with the collimating
reflector 140. Both of the integral collimating reflector 140
and the plate light guide 120 of Figure 4A may be formed
by injection molding a material that is continuous be-
tween the collimating reflector 140 and the plate light
guide 120. The material of both of the collimating reflector
140 and the plate light guide 120 may be injection-molded
acrylic, for example. In other examples, the tilted colli-
mator 140 may be a substantially separate element that
is aligned with and, in some instances, attached to the
plate light guide 120 to facilitate coupling of light into the
plate light guide 120.
[0055] According to some examples, the tilted collima-
tor 140 when implemented as the collimating reflector
140 may further include a reflective coating on a curved
surface (e.g., a parabolic shaped surface) of a material
used to form the collimating reflector 140. A metallic coat-
ing (e.g., an aluminum film) or a similar ’mirroring’ mate-
rial may be applied to an outside surface of a curved
portion of the material that forms the collimating reflector

140 to enhance a reflectivity of the surface, for example.
In examples of the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100 that include the tilted collimator 140
integral to the plate light guide 120, the multibeam dif-
fraction grating-based color backlight 100 may be re-
ferred to herein as being ’monolithic.’
[0056] In some examples, the collimating reflector 140
of the tilted collimator 140 includes a portion of a doubly
curved paraboloid reflector. The doubly curved parabo-
loid reflector may have a first parabolic shape to collimate
light in a first direction parallel to a surface of the plate
light guide 120. In addition, the doubly curved paraboloid
reflector may have a second parabolic shape to collimate
light in a second direction substantially orthogonal to the
first direction.
[0057] In some examples, the tilted collimator 140 in-
cludes a collimating reflector 140 that is a ’shaped ’re-
flector. The shaped reflector in conjunction with the lat-
erally displaced light sources 110 is configured to pro-
duce a first light beam 102 corresponding to a first color
of the different colors of light and to produce a second
light beam 102 corresponding to a second color of the
different colors, as emitted from the multibeam diffraction
grating 130. According to various examples, a principal
angular direction of the first light beam 102 is about equal
to a principal angular direction of the second light beam.
In particular, to achieve an about equal principal angular
direction for the first and second light beams 102, a meth-
od such as, but not limited to, ray-tracing optimization
may be employed. Ray-tracing optimization may be used
to adjust a shape of an initially parabolic reflector to yield
the shaped reflector, for example. The ray-tracing opti-
mization may provide a reflector shape adjustment that
satisfies a constraint that both the first light beam 102 of
a first color and a second light beam 102 of a second
color have equal principal angular directions, for exam-
ple, when the first and second light beams 102 exit the
multibeam diffraction grating 130.
[0058] Figure 5 illustrates a perspective view of the
multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight 100,
according to an example consistent with the principles
described herein. In particular, as illustrated in Figure 5,
the multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight
100 is monolithic, having a plurality of integral collimating
reflectors 140 at an edge of the plate light guide 120.
Further, as illustrated, each of the collimating reflectors
140 has a doubly curved parabolic shape to collimate
light in both a horizontal direction (i.e., a y-axis) and a
vertical direction (i.e., a z-axis). Moreover, the multibeam
diffraction gratings 130 are illustrated as circular features
on the plate light guide surface in Figure 5, by way of
example. A plurality of laterally displaced light sources
110 of different colors are depicted below a first one of
the collimating reflectors 140, as further illustrated in Fig-
ure 5. Although not explicitly illustrated, a separated plu-
rality of laterally displaced light sources of different colors
are below each of the other collimating reflectors 140 so
that each collimating reflector 140 has its own set of light
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sources 110, according to various examples.
[0059] In some examples, the multibeam diffraction
grating-based color backlight 100 is substantially optical-
ly transparent. In particular, both of the plate light guide
120 and the multibeam diffraction grating 130 may be
optically transparent in a direction orthogonal to a direc-
tion of guided light propagation in the plate light guide
120, according to some examples. Optical transparency
may allow objects on one side of the multibeam diffraction
grating-based color backlight 100 to be seen from an
opposite side, for example (i.e., seen through a thickness
of the plate light guide 120). In other examples, the multi-
beam diffraction grating-based color backlight 100 is sub-
stantially opaque when viewed from a viewing direction
(e.g., above a top surface).
[0060] According to some examples of the principles
described herein, a color electronic display is provided.
The color electronic display is configured to emit modu-
lated light beams of different colors as pixels of the elec-
tronic display. Further, in various examples, the modu-
lated, different colored, light beams may be preferentially
directed toward a viewing direction of the color electronic
display as a plurality of differently directed, modulated
light beams having different colors. In some examples,
the color electronic display is a three-dimensional (3-D)
color electronic display (e.g., a glasses-free, 3-D color
electronic display). Different ones of the modulated, dif-
ferently directed light beams may correspond to different
’views’ associated with the 3-D color electronic display,
according to various examples. The different ’views’ may
provide a ’glasses free’ (e.g., autostereoscopic) repre-
sentation of information being displayed by the 3-D color
electronic display, for example.
[0061] Figure 6 illustrates a block diagram of a color
electronic display 200, according to an example consist-
ent with the principles described herein. In particular, the
electronic display 200 illustrated in Figure 6 is a 3-D color
electronic display 200 (e.g., a ’glasses free’ 3-D color
electronic display) configured to emit modulated light
beams 202. According to various examples, the modu-
lated light beams 202 include light beams 202 having a
plurality of different colors.
[0062] As illustrated in Figure 6, the 3-D color electron-
ic display 200 includes a light source 210. The light
source 210 includes a plurality of optical emitters of dif-
ferent colors laterally displaced from one another. In
some examples, the light source 210 is substantially sim-
ilar to the plurality of light sources 110 described above
with respect to the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100. In particular, an optical emitter of the
light source 210 is configured to emit or produce light
having a color or equivalently a wavelength that differs
from a color or wavelength of another optical emitter of
the light source 210. Further, the optical emitter of the
light source 210 is laterally displaced from the other op-
tical emitters of the light source 210. For example, the
light source 210 may include a first optical emitter to emit
red light (i.e., a red optical emitter), a second optical emit-

ter to emit green light (i.e., a green optical emitter), and
a third optical emitter to emit blue light (i.e., a blue optical
emitter). The first optical emitter may be laterally dis-
placed from the second optical emitter and, in turn, the
second optical emitter may be laterally displaced from
the third optical emitter, for example.
[0063] The 3-D electronic display 200 further includes
a tilted collimator 220. The tilted collimator 220 is config-
ured to collimate light produced by the light source 210.
The tilted collimator 220 is further configured to direct the
collimated light into a plate light guide 230 at a non-zero
tilt angle as guided light. In some examples, the tilted
collimator 220 is substantially similar to the tilted collima-
tor 140 of the multibeam diffraction grating-based color
backlight 100, described above. In particular, in some
examples, the tilted collimator 220 may include a colli-
mating reflector that is substantially similar to the colli-
mating reflector 140 of the multibeam diffraction grating-
based color backlight 100. In some examples, the colli-
mating reflector may have a shaped parabolic reflector
surface (e.g., the collimating reflector may be a shaped
reflector).
[0064] As illustrated in Figure 6, the 3-D color electron-
ic display 200 further includes the plate light guide 230
to guide the tilted collimated light produced at an output
of the tilted collimator 220. The guided light in the plate
light guide 230 is a source of the light that ultimately be-
comes the modulated light beams 202 emitted by the 3-
D color electronic display 200. According to some exam-
ples, the plate light guide 230 may be substantially similar
to the plate light guide 120 described above with respect
to multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight
100. For example, the plate light guide 230 may be a slab
optical waveguide that is a planar sheet of dielectric ma-
terial configured to guide light by total internal reflection.
According to various examples, the optical emitters of
the light source 210 are laterally displaced from one an-
other in a direction corresponding to a propagation axis
of the guided light within the plate light guide 230. For
example, the optical emitters may be laterally displaced
in the propagation axis (e.g., x-axis) direction in a vicinity
of a focus or focal point of the collimating reflector.
[0065] The 3-D color electronic display 200 illustrated
in Figure 6 further includes an array of multibeam diffrac-
tion gratings 240 at a surface of the plate light guide. In
some examples, the multibeam diffraction gratings 240
of the array may be substantially similar to the multibeam
diffraction grating 130 of the multibeam diffraction grat-
ing-based color backlight 100, described above. In par-
ticular, the multibeam diffraction gratings 240 are config-
ured to couple out a portion of the guided light from the
plate light guide 230 as a plurality of light beams 204
representing different colors (e.g., different colors of a
set of colors or color palette). Further, the multibeam dif-
fraction grating 240 is configured to direct the light beams
204 of different colors in a plurality of different principal
angular directions. In some examples, the plurality of light
beams 204 of different colors having a plurality of different
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principal angular directions is a plurality of sets of light
beams 204, wherein a set includes light beams of multiple
colors that have the same principal angular direction. Fur-
ther, the principal angular direction of light beams 204 in
a set is different from the principal angular directions of
light beams 204 in other sets in the plurality, according
to some examples.
[0066] According to various examples, a principal an-
gular direction of a modulated light beam 202 corre-
sponding to light produced an optical emitter of the light
source 210 may be substantially similar to a principal
angular direction of another modulated light beam 202
corresponding to light produced by another optical emit-
ter of the light source 210. For example, a principal an-
gular direction of a red light beam 202 correspond to a
first or red optical emitter may be substantially similar to
a principal angular direction of one or both of a green
light beam 202 and a blue light beam 202 of a second or
green optical emitter and a third or blue optical emitter,
respectively. The substantial similarity of the principal an-
gular directions may be provided by the lateral displace-
ments of the first (red) optical emitter, the second (green)
optical emitter and the third (blue) optical emitter relative
to one another in the light source 210, for example. Fur-
ther, the substantial similarity may provide a pixel of the
3-D color electronic display 200 or equivalently a set of
light beams 202 with a common principle angular direc-
tion having each of the light source colors, according to
various examples.
[0067] In some examples, the multibeam diffraction
grating 240 includes a chirped diffraction grating. In some
examples, diffractive features (e.g., grooves, ridges, etc.)
of the multibeam diffraction grating 240 are curved dif-
fractive features. In yet other examples, the multibeam
diffraction grating 240 includes a chirped diffraction grat-
ing having curved diffractive features. For example, the
curved diffractive features may include a ridge or a
groove that is curved (i.e., continuously curved or piece-
wise curved) and a spacing between the curved diffrac-
tive features that may vary as a function of distance
across the multibeam diffraction grating 240.
[0068] As illustrated in Figure 6, the 3-D color electron-
ic display 200 further includes a light valve array 250.
The light valve array 250 includes a plurality of light valves
configured to modulate the differently directed light
beams 204 of the plurality, according to various exam-
ples. In particular, the light valves of the light valve array
250 are configured to modulate the differently directed
light beams 204 to provide the modulated light beams
202 that are the pixels of the 3-D color electronic display
200. Moreover, different ones of the modulated, differ-
ently directed light beams 202 may correspond to differ-
ent views of the 3-D electronic display. In various exam-
ples, different types of light valves in the light valve array
250 may be employed including, but not limited to, liquid
crystal light valves or electrophoretic light valves. Dashed
lines are used in Figure 6 to emphasize modulation of
the light beams 202. According to various examples, a

color of a modulated light beam 202 is due in part or in
whole to a color of the differently directed light beams
204 produced by the multibeam diffraction grating 240.
For example, a light valve of the light valve array 250
may not include a color filter to produce modulated light
beams 202 having different colors.
[0069] According to various examples, the light valve
array 250 employed in the 3-D color electronic display
200 may be relatively thick or equivalently may be spaced
apart from the multibeam diffraction grating 240 by a rel-
atively large distance. A relatively thick light valve array
250 or a light valve array 250 that is spaced apart from
the multibeam diffraction grating 240 may be employed
since the multibeam diffraction grating 240 provides light
beams 204 directed in a plurality of different principal
angular directions, according to various examples of the
principles described herein. In some examples, the light
valve array 250 (e.g., using the liquid crystal light valves)
may be spaced apart from the multibeam diffraction grat-
ing 240 or equivalently may have a thickness that is great-
er than about 50 micrometers. In some examples, the
light valve array 250 may be spaced apart from the multi-
beam diffraction grating 240 or include a thickness that
is greater than about 100 micrometers. In yet other ex-
amples, the thickness or spacing may be greater than
about 200 micrometers. In some examples, the relatively
thick light valve array 250 may be commercially available
(e.g., a commercially available liquid crystal light valve
array).
[0070] In some examples, the plurality of differently di-
rected light beams 204 produced by the multibeam dif-
fraction grating 240 is configured to converge or substan-
tially converge (e.g., cross one another) at or in a vicinity
of a point above the plate light guide 230. By ’substantially
converge’ it is meant that the differently directed light
beams 204 are converging below or before reaching the
’point’ or vicinity thereof and diverging above or beyond
the point or point vicinity. Convergence of the differently
directed light beams 204 may facilitate using the relative-
ly thick light valve array 250, for example.
[0071] Figure 7 illustrates a cross sectional view of a
plurality of differently directed light beams 204 that con-
verge at a convergence point P, according to an example
consistent with the principles described herein. As illus-
trated in Figure 7, the convergence point P is located
between the multibeam diffraction grating 240 on the sur-
face of the plate light guide 230 and the light valve array
250. In particular, the light valve array 250 is located at
a distance from the plate light guide surface that is be-
yond the convergence point P of the differently directed
light beams 204. Further, as illustrated, each of the dif-
ferently directed light beams 204 passes through a dif-
ferent cell or light valve 252 of the light valve array 250.
The differently directed light beams 204 may be modu-
lated by the light valves 252 of the light valve array 250
to produce the modulated light beams 202, according to
various examples. Dashed lines are used in Figure 7 to
emphasize that modulation of the modulated light beams
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202. A horizontal heavy arrow in the plate light guide 230
in Figure 7 represents guided light of different colors with-
in the plate light guide 230 that is coupled out by the
multibeam diffraction grating 240 as the differently direct-
ed light beams 204 having different colors corresponding
to the guided light from the optical emitters of different
colors in the light source 210.
[0072] Referring again to Figure 6, the 3-D color elec-
tronic display 200 may further include an emitter time
multiplexer 260 to time multiplex the optical emitters of
the light source 210, according to some examples. In
particular, the emitter time multiplexer 260 is configured
to sequentially activate each of the optical emitters of the
light source 210 during a time interval. Sequential acti-
vation of the optical emitters is to sequentially produce
light of a color corresponding to a respective activated
optical emitter during a corresponding time interval of a
plurality of different time intervals. For example, the emit-
ter time multiplexer 260 may be configured to activate a
first optical emitter (e.g., a red emitter) to produce light
from the first optical emitter (e.g., red light) during a first
time interval. The emitter time multiplexer 250 may be
configured to activate a second optical emitter (e.g., a
green emitter) to produce light from the second optical
emitter (e.g., green light) during a second time interval
after the first time interval, and so on. Time multiplexing
the optical emitters of different colors may allow a person
that is viewing the 3-D color electronic display 200 to
perceive a combination of the different colors, according
to various examples. In particular, when time multiplexed
by the emitter time multiplexer 260, the optical emitters
may produce a combination of different colors of light that
ultimately result in a light beam 202 having a principal
angular direction and a color (e.g., a perceived color) that
represents a combination of the time-multiplexed differ-
ent colors, for example. The emitter time multiplexer 260
may be implemented as a state machine (e.g., using a
computer program, stored in memory and executed by
a computer), according to various examples.
[0073] According to some examples of the principles
described herein, a method of color electronic display
operation is provided. Figure 8 illustrates a flow chart of
a method 300 of color electronic display operation, ac-
cording to an example consistent with the principles de-
scribed herein. As illustrated in Figure 8, the method 300
of color electronic display operation includes producing
310 light using a plurality of light sources laterally dis-
placed from one another. In some examples, the plurality
of light sources used in producing 310 light is substan-
tially similar to the plurality of light sources 110 described
above with respect to the multibeam diffraction grating-
based color backlight 100 that are laterally displaced. In
particular, a light source of the light source plurality pro-
duces 310 light of a color different from colors produced
by other light sources of the light source plurality.
[0074] The method 300 of color electronic display op-
eration illustrated in Figure 8 further includes guiding 320
light in a plate light guide. In some examples, the plate

light guide and the guided light may be substantially sim-
ilar to the plate light guide 120 and the guided light 104,
described above with respect to the multibeam diffraction
grating-based color backlight 100. In particular, in some
examples, the plate light guide may guide 320 the guided
light according to total internal reflection. Further, the
plate light guide may be a substantially planar dielectric
optical waveguide (e.g., a planar dielectric sheet), in
some examples. Further, the lateral displacement of the
light sources is in a direction corresponding to a propa-
gation axis in the plate light guide (e.g., the x-axis as
illustrated in Figures 2A and 2C).
[0075] As illustrated in Figure 8, the method 300 of
color electronic display operation further includes diffrac-
tively coupling out 330 a portion of the guided light using
a multibeam diffraction grating. According to the inven-
tion, the multibeam diffraction grating is located at a sur-
face of the plate light guide. For example, the multibeam
diffraction grating may be formed in the surface of the
plate light guide as grooves, ridges, etc. In other exam-
ples, the multibeam diffraction grating may include a film
on the plate light guide surface. In some examples, the
multibeam diffraction grating is substantially similar to
the multibeam diffraction grating 130 described above
with respect to the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight 100. In particular, the portion of guided
light that is diffractively coupling out 330 of the plate light
guide by the multibeam diffraction grating produces a
plurality of light beams. The light beams of the plurality
of light beams are redirected away from the plate light
guide surface. In particular, a light beam of the light beam
plurality that is redirected away from the surface has a
different principal angular direction from other light
beams of the plurality. In some examples, each redirect-
ed light beam of the plurality has a different principal an-
gular direction relative to the other light beams of the
plurality. Moreover, the plurality of light beams produced
through diffractive coupling out 330 by the multibeam dif-
fraction grating has light beams of different colors from
one another, according to various examples.
[0076] According to the invention (e.g., as illustrated
in Figure 8), the method 300 of color electronic display
operation further includes collimating 340 the produced
310 light from the plurality of light sources and directing
the collimated light into the plate light guide using a tilted
collimator. In some examples, the tilted collimator is sub-
stantially similar to the tilted collimator 140 described
above with respect to the multibeam diffraction grating-
based color backlight 100. In particular, in some exam-
ples, collimating 340 the produced light may include us-
ing a collimating reflector to direct the collimated light at
a tilt angle θ relative to the plate light guide surface as
well as the propagation axis of the plate light guide. In
some examples, the light from a respective light source
of the light source plurality has a corresponding tilt angle
θ determined by both a tilt of the collimating reflector and
a lateral displacement of the respective light source rel-
ative to a focus or focal point of the collimating reflector.
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[0077] According to some examples, the method 300
of color electronic display operation further includes mod-
ulating 350 the plurality of light beams using a corre-
sponding plurality of light valves, as illustrated in Figure
8. Light beams of the plurality of light beams may be
modulated 350 by passing through or otherwise interact-
ing with the corresponding plurality of light valves, for
example. The modulated 350 light beams may form pix-
els of a three-dimensional (3-D) color electronic display.
For example, the modulated 350 light beams may provide
a plurality of views of the 3-D color electronic display
(e.g., a glasses-free, 3-D color electronic display). In
some examples, the 3-D color electronic display may be
substantially similar to the 3-D color electronic display
200, described above.
[0078] According to various examples, the light valves
employed in modulating 350 may be substantially similar
to the light valves of the light valve array 250 of the 3-D
color electronic display 200, described above. For exam-
ple, the light valves may include liquid crystal light valves.
In another example, the light valves may be another type
of light valve including, but not limited to, an electrowet-
ting light valve or an electrophoretic light valve.
[0079] According to some examples (not illustrated in
Figure 8), the method 300 of color electronic display op-
eration further includes time multiplexing the light sourc-
es of the light source plurality. In particular, time multi-
plexing includes sequentially activating the light sources
to produce light corresponding to the color of the respec-
tive activated light source during a corresponding time
interval of a plurality of different time intervals. Time mul-
tiplexing may be provided by a light source time multi-
plexer substantially similar to the emitter time multiplexer
260 described above with respect to the 3-D color elec-
tronic display 200, for example.
[0080] Thus, there have been described examples of
a multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight, a
3-D color electronic display and a method of color elec-
tronic display operation that employ a multibeam diffrac-
tion grating and a plurality of laterally displaced light
sources to provide a plurality of differently directed, dif-
ferent color light beams. It should be understood that the
above-described examples are merely illustrative of
some of the many specific examples that represent the
principles described herein. Clearly, those skilled in the
art can readily devise numerous other arrangements
without departing from the scope as defined by the fol-
lowing claims.

Claims

1. A multibeam diffraction grating-based color backlight
comprising:

a plurality of light sources (110) of different
colors;
a plate light guide (120) to guide light of the dif-

ferent colors produced by the light sources, the
light sources being laterally displaced from one
another in a direction corresponding to a prop-
agation axis of the guided light within the plate
light guide;
a tilted collimator (140) between the plurality of
light sources and the plate light guide, the tilted
collimator configured to collimate and tilt light
from the light sources and to direct the tilted and
collimated light into the plate light guide as the
guided light; and
a multibeam diffraction grating (130) at a surface
of the plate light guide to diffractively couple out
a portion of the guided light from the plate light
guide as a plurality of light beams having the
different colors, a light beam of the light beam
plurality having a principal angular direction dif-
ferent from principal angular directions of other
light beams of the light beam plurality, wherein
the principal angular direction is a function of the
color and angle of incidence of the guided light,
and
wherein the lateral displacement of each light
source determines a relative angle of propaga-
tion of the corresponding color within the plate
light guide such that a principal angular direction
of a coupled-out light beam of a color corre-
sponding to a respective light source is a func-
tion of the lateral displacement of the respective
light source.

2. The multibeam diffraction grating-based color back-
light of Claim 1, wherein the multibeam diffraction
grating comprises a chirped diffraction grating.

3. The multibeam diffraction grating-based color back-
light of Claim 1, wherein the multibeam diffraction
grating comprises one of curved grooves and curved
ridges that are spaced apart from one another.

4. The multibeam diffraction grating-based color back-
light of Claim 1, wherein the tilted collimator com-
prises a collimating reflector to reflect the collimated
light at a tilt angle relative to a top surface and a
bottom surface of the plate light guide, the tilt angle
being both greater than zero and less than a critical
angle of total internal reflection within the plate light
guide, and wherein light from a respective light
source of the light source plurality has a correspond-
ing tilt angle determined by both a tilt of the collimat-
ing reflector and a lateral displacement of the respec-
tive light source relative to a focus of the collimating
reflector.

5. The multibeam diffraction grating-based color back-
light of Claim 4, wherein the collimating reflector is
integral to and formed from a material of the plate
light guide, the collimating reflector comprising a por-
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tion of a doubly curved paraboloid reflector having a
first parabolic shape to collimate light in a first direc-
tion parallel to a surface of the plate light guide and
a second parabolic shape to collimate light in a sec-
ond direction orthogonal to the first direction.

6. The multibeam diffraction grating-based color back-
light of Claim 4, wherein the collimating reflector is
a shaped reflector, the shaped reflector in conjunc-
tion with the laterally displaced light sources config-
ured to produce a first coupled-out light beam cor-
responding to a first color of the different colors of
light and to produce a second coupled-out light beam
corresponding to a second color of the different
colors, a principal angular direction of the first cou-
pled-out light beam being about equal to a principal
angular direction of the second coupled-out light
beam.

7. A three-dimensional, 3-D, color electronic display
comprising the multibeam diffraction grating-based
color backlight of Claim 1, the 3-D color electronic
display further comprising a light valve (252) config-
ured to modulate a light beam of the light beam plu-
rality, the light valve being adjacent to the multibeam
diffraction grating, wherein the light beam to be mod-
ulated by the light valve corresponds to a pixel of the
3-D color electronic display.

8. The 3-D color electronic display of claim 7, wherein:
the multibeam diffraction grating is one of an array
of multibeam diffraction gratings (240) at a surface
of the plate light guide, and the light valve is one of
a light valve array (250).

9. The 3-D color electronic display of Claim 8, wherein
the plurality of light sources comprises a first light
source (110’) configured to emit red light, a second
light source (110") configured to emit green light, and
a third light source (110"’) configured to emit blue
light, and wherein a principal angular direction of a
red light beam of the plurality of light beams is sub-
stantially similar to a principal angular direction of
one or both of a green light beam and a blue light
beam of the plurality of light beams as determined
by the lateral displacements of the first light source,
the second light source and the third light source
relative to one another.

10. The 3-D color electronic display of Claim 8, wherein
the multibeam diffraction grating comprises a
chirped diffraction grating having curved diffractive
features.

11. The 3-D color electronic display of Claim 8, wherein
the plurality of light beams produced by the multi-
beam diffraction grating substantially converges at
a point (P) above the plate light guide surface, and

wherein the light valve array is located at a distance
from the plate light guide surface that is beyond the
convergence point of the light beams.

12. The 3-D color electronic display of Claim 8, further
comprising an emitter time multiplexer (260) to time
multiplex optical emitters of the light sources, where-
in the time multiplexer is configured to sequentially
activate each of the optical emitters of the light sourc-
es to produce light of a different color corresponding
to the respective activated optical emitter during a
corresponding time interval of a plurality of different
time intervals.

13. A method of color electronic display operation, the
method comprising:

producing light using a plurality of light sources
laterally displaced from one another, a light
source of the light source plurality producing
light of a color different from colors produced by
other light sources of the light source plurality
(310);
using a tilted collimator between the plurality of
light sources and a plate light guide to collimate
and tilt light from the light sources and to direct
the tilted and collimated light into the plate light
guide as guided light (340), wherein the lateral
displacement of the each light source deter-
mines a relative angle of propagation of the cor-
responding color within the plate light guide;
guiding the produced light in the plate light guide
(320); and
diffractively coupling out a portion of the guided
light using a multibeam diffraction grating at a
surface of the plate light guide to produce a plu-
rality of light beams having different colors di-
rected away from the plate light guide in a plu-
rality of different principal angular directions
(330), wherein a principal angular direction is a
function of the color and angle of incidence of
the guided light, such that the principle angular
direction is a function of the lateral displacement
of the respective light source,
wherein the light sources are laterally displaced
in a direction corresponding to a propagation ax-
is of the plate light guide.

Patentansprüche

1. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters, umfassend:

eine Vielzahl von Lichtquellen (110) mit unter-
schiedlichen Farben;
einen Plattenlichtleiter (120) zum Leiten von
Licht mit den unterschiedlichen Farben, das
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durch die Lichtquellen produziert wurde, wobei
die Lichtquellen in einer Richtung, die einer Aus-
breitungsachse des geleiteten Lichts innerhalb
des Plattenlichtleiters entspricht, seitlich ver-
schoben sind;
einen gekippten Kollimator (140) zwischen der
Vielzahl der Lichtquellen und dem Plattenlicht-
leiter, wobei der gekippte Kollimator ausgestal-
tet ist, um Licht aus den Lichtquellen zu kollimie-
ren und zu kippen und das gekippte und kolli-
mierte Licht als das geleitete Licht in den Plat-
tenlichtleiter zu lenken; und
ein Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter (130) an einer
Oberfläche des Plattenlichtleiters, um einen An-
teil des geleiteten Lichts aus dem Plattenlicht-
leiter als Vielzahl von Lichtstrahlen mit den un-
terschiedlichen Farben diffraktiv auszukoppeln,
wobei ein Lichtstrahl der Lichtstrahlvielzahl eine
Hauptwinkelrichtung aufweist, die sich von
Hauptwinkelrichtungen anderer Lichtstrahle der
Lichtstrahlvielzahl unterscheidet, wobei die
Hauptwinkelrichtung eine Funktion der Farbe
und des Einfallswinkels des geleiteten Lichts ist,
und
wobei die seitliche Verschiebung jeder Licht-
quelle einen relativen Ausbreitungswinkel der
entsprechenden Farbe innerhalb des Platten-
lichtleiters bestimmt, so dass eine Hauptwinkel-
richtung eines ausgekoppelten Lichtstrahls ei-
ner Farbe, die einer jeweiligen Lichtquelle ent-
spricht, eine Funktion der seitlichen Verschie-
bung der jeweiligen Lichtquelle ist.

2. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter ein Chirp-Diffraktionsgit-
ter umfasst.

3. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter eines von gekrümmten
Rillen und gekrümmten Rippen umfasst, die vonein-
ander beabstandet sind.

4. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
gekippte Kollimator einen kollimierenden Reflektor
umfasst, um das kollimierte Licht in einem Kippwin-
kel relativ zu einer oberen Oberfläche und einer un-
teren Oberfläche des Plattenlichtleiters zu reflektie-
ren, wobei der Kippwinkel sowohl größer als Null als
auch kleiner als ein kritischer Winkel der inneren To-
talreflexion innerhalb des Plattenlichtleiters ist, und
wobei Licht aus einer jeweiligen Lichtquelle der
Lichtquellenvielzahl einen entsprechenden Kippwin-
kel aufweist, der sowohl durch eine Kippung des kol-
limierenden Reflektors als auch eine seitliche Ver-
schiebung der jeweiligen Lichtquelle relativ zu einem

Fokus des kollimierenden Reflektors bestimmt wird.

5. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters nach Anspruch 4, wobei der
kollimierende Reflektor integral mit einem Material
des Plattenlichtleiters und aus diesem gebildet ist,
wobei der kollimierende Reflektor einen Anteil eines
doppelt gekrümmten Paraboloidreflektors mit einer
ersten Parabolform, um Licht in einer ersten Rich-
tung parallel zu einer Oberfläche des Plattenlichtlei-
ters zu kollimieren, und eine zweite Parabolform um-
fasst, um Licht in einer zweiten Richtung orthogonal
zu der ersten Richtung zu kollimieren.

6. Farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters nach Anspruch 4, wobei der
kollimierende Reflektor ein geformter Reflektor ist,
wobei der geformte Reflektor zusammen mit den
seitlich verschobenen Lichtquellen ausgestaltet ist,
um einen ersten ausgekoppelten Lichtstrahl ent-
sprechend einer ersten Farbe der verschiedenen
Lichtfarben zu produzieren, und um einen zweiten
ausgekoppelten Lichtstrahl entsprechend einer
zweiten Farbe der verschiedenen Farben zu produ-
zieren, wobei eine Hauptwinkelrichtung des ersten
ausgekoppelten Lichtstrahls etwa gleich einer
Hauptwinkelrichtung des zweiten ausgekoppelten
Lichtstrahls ist.

7. Dreidimensionales, 3D, elektronisches Farbdisplay,
umfassend die farbige Rückbeleuchtung auf Basis
eines Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitters gemäß Anspruch
1, wobei das elektronische 3D-Farbdisplay des Wei-
teren ein Lichtventil (252) umfasst, das ausgestaltet
ist, um einen Lichtstrahl der Lichtstrahlvielzahl zu
modulieren, wobei das Lichtventil sich benachbart
zu dem Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter befindet, wobei
der durch das Lichtventil zu modulierende Lichtstrahl
einem Pixel des elektronischen 3D-Farbdisplays
entspricht.

8. Elektronisches 3D-Farbdisplay nach Anspruch 7,
wobei:
das Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter eines von einer
Gruppierung von Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgittern (240)
an einer Oberfläche des Plattenlichtleiters ist und
das Lichtventil eines von einer Lichtventilgruppie-
rung (250) ist.

9. Elektronisches 3D-Farbdisplay nach Anspruch 8,
wobei die Vielzahl der Lichtquellen eine erste Licht-
quelle (110’), die ausgestaltet ist, um rotes Licht zu
emittieren, eine zweite Lichtquelle (110"), die aus-
gestaltet ist, um grünes Licht zu emittieren, und eine
dritte Lichtquelle (110’") umfasst, die ausgestaltet ist,
um blaues Licht zu emittieren, und
wobei eine Hauptwinkelrichtung eines roten Licht-
strahls der Vielzahl der Lichtstrahle einer Hauptwin-
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kelrichtung von einem oder beiden von einem grü-
nen Lichtstrahl und einem blauen Lichtstrahl der
Vielzahl von Lichtstrahle im Wesentlichen ähnlich
ist, bestimmt durch die seitlichen Verschiebungen
der ersten Lichtquelle, der zweiten Lichtquelle und
der dritten Lichtquelle relativ zueinander.

10. Elektronisches 3D-Farbdisplay nach Anspruch 8,
wobei das Mehrstrahldiffraktionsgitter ein Chirp-Dif-
fraktionsgitter mit gekrümmten diffraktiven Merkma-
len umfasst.

11. Elektronisches 3D-Farbdisplay nach Anspruch 8,
wobei die Vielzahl der durch das Mehrstrahldiffrak-
tionsgitter produzierten Lichtstrahle im Wesentli-
chen an einem Punkt (P) oberhalb der Plattenlicht-
leiteroberfläche konvergiert, und wobei sich die
Lichtventilgruppierung in einem Abstand von der
Plattenlichtleiteroberfläche jenseits des Konver-
genzpunkts der Lichtstrahle befindet.

12. Elektronisches 3D-Farbdisplay nach Anspruch 8,
des Weiteren umfassend einen Emitter-Zeitmultip-
lexer (260) zum Zeitmultiplexen von optischen Emit-
tern der Lichtquellen, wobei der Zeitmultiplexer aus-
gestaltet ist, um sequentiell jeden der optischen
Emitter der Lichtquellen zu aktivieren, um Licht mit
einer anderen Farbe, die dem jeweiligen aktivierten
optischen Emitter entspricht, während eines ent-
sprechenden Zeitintervalls einer Vielzahl von unter-
schiedlichen Zeitintervallen zu produzieren.

13. Verfahren zum Betrieb eines elektronischen Farb-
displays, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Produzieren von Licht unter Verwendung einer
Vielzahl von Lichtquellen, die seitlich zueinan-
der verschoben sind, wobei eine Lichtquelle der
Lichtquellenvielzahl Licht mit einer Farbe pro-
duziert, die sich von Farben unterscheidet, die
durch andere Lichtquellen der Lichtquellenviel-
zahl (310) produziert werden;
Verwenden eines gekippten Kollimators zwi-
schen der Vielzahl von Lichtquellen und einem
Plattenlichtleiter, um Licht aus den Lichtquellen
zu kollimieren und zu kippen und um das ge-
kippte und kollimierte Licht als geleitetes Licht
(340) in den Plattenlichtleiter zu lenken, wobei
die seitliche Verschiebung von jeder Lichtquelle
einen relativen Ausbreitungswinkel der entspre-
chenden Farbe innerhalb des Plattenlichtleiters
bestimmt;
Leiten des produzierten Lichts in den Platten-
lichtleiter (320); und
diffraktives Auskoppeln eines Anteils des gelei-
teten Lichts unter Verwendung eines Mehr-
strahldiffraktionsgitters an einer Oberfläche des
Plattenlichtleiters, um eine Vielzahl von Licht-

strahlen mit unterschiedlichen Farben zu produ-
zieren, die in einer Vielzahl von unterschiedli-
chen Hauptwinkelrichtungen (330) von dem
Plattenlichtleiter weggeführt werden, wobei eine
Hauptwinkelrichtung eine Funktion der Farbe
und des Einfallwinkels des geleiteten Lichts ist,
so dass die Hauptwinkelrichtung eine Funktion
der seitlichen Verschiebung der jeweiligen
Lichtquelle ist,
wobei die Lichtquellen in einer Richtung, die der
Ausbreitungsachse des Plattenlichtleiters ent-
spricht, seitlich verschoben sind.

Revendications

1. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau comprenant :

une pluralité de sources de lumière (110) de
couleurs différentes ;
un guide de lumière en plaque (120) pour guider
la lumière des différentes couleurs produites par
les sources de lumière, les sources de lumière
étant latéralement déplacées les unes par rap-
port aux autres dans une direction correspon-
dant à un axe de propagation de la lumière gui-
dée dans le guide de lumière en plaque ;
un collimateur incliné (140) entre la pluralité de
sources de lumière et le guide de lumière en
plaque, le collimateur incliné étant configuré
pour collimater et incliner la lumière provenant
des sources de lumière et pour diriger la lumière
inclinée et collimatée dans le guide de lumière
en plaque en tant que lumière guidée ; et
un réseau de diffraction multifaisceau (130) sur
une surface du guide de lumière en plaque pour
coupler par diffraction une partie de la lumière
guidée du guide de lumière en plaque sous la
forme d’une pluralité de faisceaux de lumière
ayant les différentes couleurs, un faisceau de
lumière de la pluralité de faisceaux de lumière
ayant une direction angulaire principale différen-
te des directions angulaires principales des
autres faisceaux de lumière de la pluralité de
faisceaux de lumière, la direction angulaire prin-
cipale étant fonction de la couleur et de l’angle
d’incidence de la lumière guidée, et
le déplacement latéral de chaque source de lu-
mière déterminant un angle de propagation re-
latif de la couleur correspondante dans le guide
de lumière en plaque de telle sorte qu’une di-
rection angulaire principale d’un faisceau de lu-
mière couplé d’une couleur correspondant à une
source de lumière respective est fonction du dé-
placement latéral de la source de lumière res-
pective.
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2. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau selon la revendication 1, le réseau
de diffraction multifaisceau comprenant un réseau
de diffraction chirpé.

3. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau selon la revendication 1, le réseau
de diffraction multifaisceau comprenant des rainures
courbes ou des arêtes courbes qui sont espacées
les unes des autres.

4. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau selon la revendication 1, le colli-
mateur incliné comprenant un réflecteur collimateur
pour réfléchir la lumière collimatée selon un angle
d’inclinaison par rapport à une surface supérieure et
une surface inférieure du guide de lumière en pla-
que, l’angle d’inclinaison étant à la fois supérieur à
zéro et inférieur à un angle critique de réflexion in-
terne totale dans le guide de lumière en plaque, et
la lumière provenant d’une source de lumière res-
pective de la pluralité de sources de lumière ayant
un angle d’inclinaison correspondant déterminé à la
fois par une inclinaison du réflecteur collimateur et
un déplacement latéral de la source de lumière res-
pective par rapport à un foyer du réflecteur collima-
teur.

5. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau selon la revendication 4, le réflec-
teur collimateur étant solidaire d’un matériau du gui-
de de lumière en plaque et formé à partir de celui-
ci, le réflecteur collimateur comprenant une partie
d’un réflecteur parabolique doublement incurvé
ayant une première forme parabolique pour collima-
ter la lumière dans une première direction parallèle
à une surface du guide de lumière en plaque et une
deuxième forme parabolique pour collimater la lu-
mière dans une deuxième direction orthogonale à la
première direction.

6. Rétro-éclairage coloré à base de réseau de diffrac-
tion multifaisceau selon la revendication 4, le réflec-
teur de collimation étant un réflecteur façonné, le
réflecteur façonné, conjointement avec les sources
de lumière déplacées latéralement, étant configuré
pour produire un premier faisceau de lumière cou-
plée correspondant à une première couleur des dif-
férentes couleurs de lumière et pour produire un
deuxième faisceau de lumière couplée correspon-
dant à une deuxième couleur des différentes cou-
leurs, une direction angulaire principale du premier
faisceau de lumière couplée étant environ égale à
une direction angulaire principale du deuxième fais-
ceau de lumière couplée.

7. Affichage électronique couleur tridimensionnel, 3D,
comprenant le rétro-éclairage couleur à base de ré-

seau de diffraction multifaisceau selon la revendica-
tion 1, l’affichage électronique couleur 3D compre-
nant en outre une valve de lumière (252) configurée
pour moduler un faisceau lumineux de la pluralité de
faisceaux lumineux, la valve de lumière étant adja-
cente au réseau de diffraction multifaisceau, le fais-
ceau lumineux à moduler par la valve de lumière
correspondant à un pixel de l’affichage électronique
couleur 3D.

8. Affichage électronique couleur 3D selon la revendi-
cation 7,
le réseau de diffraction multifaisceau étant l’un d’un
réseau de réseaux de diffraction multifaisceau (240)
sur une surface du guide de lumière en plaque, et la
valve de lumière étant l’une d’un réseau de valves
de lumière (250).

9. Affichage électronique couleur 3D selon la revendi-
cation 8, la pluralité de sources de lumière compre-
nant une première source de lumière (110’) configu-
rée pour émettre une lumière rouge, une deuxième
source de lumière (110") configurée pour émettre
une lumière verte, et une troisième source de lumière
(110"’) configurée pour émettre une lumière bleue, et
une direction angulaire principale d’un faisceau de
lumière rouge de la pluralité de faisceaux de lumière
étant sensiblement similaire à une direction angulai-
re principale d’un faisceau de lumière verte et/ou
d’un faisceau de lumière bleue de la pluralité de fais-
ceaux de lumière, telle que déterminée par les dé-
placements latéraux de la première source de lumiè-
re, de la deuxième source de lumière et de la troi-
sième source de lumière les unes par rapport aux
autres.

10. Affichage électronique couleur 3D selon la revendi-
cation 8, le réseau de diffraction multifaisceau com-
prenant un réseau de diffraction chirpé ayant des
caractéristiques diffractives courbes.

11. Affichage électronique couleur 3D selon la revendi-
cation 8, la pluralité de faisceaux lumineux produits
par le réseau de diffraction multifaisceau conver-
geant sensiblement en un point (P) au-dessus de la
surface de guidage de la lumière en plaque, et le
réseau de valves de lumière étant situé à une dis-
tance de la surface de guidage de la lumière en pla-
que qui est au-delà du point de convergence des
faisceaux lumineux.

12. Affichage électronique couleur 3D selon la revendi-
cation 8, comprenant en outre un multiplexeur tem-
porel d’émetteur (260) pour multiplexer dans le
temps les émetteurs optiques des sources de lumiè-
re, le multiplexeur temporel étant configuré pour ac-
tiver séquentiellement chacun des émetteurs opti-
ques des sources de lumière pour produire de la
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lumière d’une couleur différente correspondant à
l’émetteur optique activé respectif pendant un inter-
valle de temps correspondant d’une pluralité d’inter-
valles de temps différents.

13. Procédé de fonctionnement d’un affichage électro-
nique couleur, le procédé comprenant :

la production de lumière en utilisant une pluralité
de sources de lumière déplacées latéralement
les unes par rapport aux autres, une source de
lumière de la pluralité de sources de lumière pro-
duisant une lumière d’une couleur différente des
couleurs produites par d’autres sources de lu-
mière de la pluralité de sources de lumière
(310) ;
l’utilisation d’un collimateur incliné entre la plu-
ralité de sources de lumière et un guide de lu-
mière en plaque pour collimater et incliner la lu-
mière provenant des sources de lumière et pour
diriger la lumière inclinée et collimatée dans le
guide de lumière en plaque en tant que lumière
guidée (340), le déplacement latéral de chaque
source de lumière déterminant un angle de pro-
pagation relatif de la couleur correspondante
dans le guide de lumière en plaque ;
le guidage de la lumière produite dans le guide
de lumière en plaque (320) ; et
le couplage par diffraction d’une partie de la lu-
mière guidée en utilisant un réseau de diffraction
multifaisceau sur une surface du guide de lu-
mière en plaque pour produire une pluralité de
faisceaux lumineux ayant différentes couleurs
dirigés à l’écart du guide de lumière en plaque
dans une pluralité de directions angulaires prin-
cipales différentes (330), une direction angulaire
principale étant fonction de la couleur et de l’an-
gle d’incidence de la lumière guidée, de telle sor-
te que la direction angulaire principale est fonc-
tion du déplacement latéral de la source de lu-
mière respective,
les sources de lumière étant déplacées latéra-
lement dans une direction correspondant à un
axe de propagation du guide de lumière en pla-
que.
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