
Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

E
P

 1
 0

13
 8

41
 A

1

Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services
2.16.7 (HRS)/3.6

(19)

(11) EP 1 013 841 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
28.06.2000  Bulletin 2000/26

(21) Application number: 99204360.4

(22) Date of filing: 17.12.1999

(51) Int. Cl.7: E04B 7/18

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 23.12.1998 NL 1010879

(71) Applicant: UBBINK NEDERLAND B.V.
NL-6984 AA Doesburg (NL)

(72) Inventor:
Van Schellebeek, Dirk Johannes
6715 LK Ede (NL)

(74) Representative:
Ferguson, Alexander
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp & Gaade,
P.O. Box 266
2501 AW Den Haag (NL)

(54) Dormer window

(57) Dormer window (1) having an upper wall (7), a
front wall (5) and two side walls (6), the side walls (6)
and possibly the front wall (5) as well being provided
with gutters (10) at their upper edge area, which gutters
extend alongside of it from the front to the rear and to

the side, respectively, which in relation to the upper sur-
face of the upper wall (7) have a lowered gutter bottom
(9), the upper surface (7) being at fall to the gutter (10).
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a dormer window.
[0002] Dormer windows can already be placed on
the sloping (pointed) roof of a house when it is being
newly built. Often, however the need for a dormer win-
dow arises later on, in which case a hole has to made in
the roof and the dormer window is built up locally or a
prefab dormer window is placed over the hole on the
roof.
[0003] The upper side of the dormer window is then
provided with a waterproof covering, such as a layer of
bitumen, a layer of gravel or zinc possibly placed on top
of it. At one side of the dormer window a precipitation
discharge pipe is arranged, with which precipitation
fallen -directly or by flowing down from parts of the roof
situated higher- on the upper side of the dormer window
is discharged to parts of the roof situated lower. To that
end an outlet is provided near the upper edge of the dor-
mer window, which outlet has its entrance at the edge of
the upper side of the dormer window and changes into
the precipitation discharge.
[0004] The outlet/precipitation discharge may after
some time start to leak at the location of the connec-
tions. The outlet can also get clogged up for instance by
leaves. Furthermore it occurs only too quickly that water
remains on the upper side of the dormer window,
because not the entire upper side is at fall to the outlet
as a result of wrong aligning of the upper side or of later
deformation. In the long run this could also lead to leak-
ages.
[0005] The invention has the object to improve on at
least some of these points, and to that end provides a
dormer window having an upper wall and a number of
lateral walls, including a front wall and two opposite side
walls, at least one lateral wall at its upper edge area
being provided with a gutter extending alongside of it,
which in relation to the upper surface of the upper wall
has a lowered gutter bottom, the upper surface being at
fall to the gutter.
[0006] The water on the upper wall of the dormer
window now has a considerable length at its disposal
over which it can flow away from the upper surface. As
a result clogging up and standing water will hardly occur
anymore.
[0007] Preferably both side walls are provided with
such a gutter at their upper edge areas, which gutter
extends alongside of them from the front to the rear. The
water on the upper wall can then be discharged along
two sides, as a result of which the dimensioning of the
discharge can be kept smaller.
[0008] In a further development of the dormer win-
dow according to the invention the upper surface of the
upper wall is at lateral fall to the gutters provided at the
upper edge areas of the side walls, so that both gutters
can discharge equally much and the water load is
shared.
[0009] Preferably the front wall as well is provided

with such a gutter in its upper edge area, which gutter
connects to the gutter at an adjacent side wall. In this
way a quick discharge of water on the upper wall near
the front edge is ensured.

[0010] Preferably the gutter(s) is/are situated out-
side of the lateral walls concerned, as a result of which
the free space there is used and no special provisions
need to be made in those walls. The gutters can as it
were hang over those walls.
[0011] Preferably the gutters are shielded to the
outside by a finishing ledge or fascia. In an advanta-
geous manner the fascia can then also constitute the
raised outer wall of the gutters, and thus perform a dou-
ble function.
[0012] Preferably the gutters are formed as one
unity with the upper wall, as a result of which placing is
simple and sealing is ensured.
[0013] Another objection of the known dormer win-
dows is that the precipitation discharge is in full view
and could be regarded as an aesthetically disturbing
element. Moreover the precipitation discharge can be
an element which limits the freedom of design in the
dormer window. The dormer window with gutters
according to the invention makes it possible to entirely
abandon a precipitation discharge. To that end in a fur-
ther development of the dormer window according to
the invention, it is provided that at the gutter provided at
the upper edge area of a side wall debouches freely at
its rear end. The gutter concerned thus directly drains
on the roof.
[0014] The invention will now be elucidated on the
basis of an exemplary embodiment shown in the
attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a side view of the dormer window
according to the invention;

Figure 2 shows a top view of the dormer window of
figure 1;

Figure 3 shows a front view of the dormer window
of figures 1 and 2;

Figure 4 shows a detail of the upper side wall of the
dormer window of the figures 1-3.

[0015] The dormer window 1 is arranged on a slop-
ing roof 2, which is provided with tiles 3 which are sup-
ported on each other and on battens 4.
[0016] Dormer window 1 comprises a front wall 5,
having a window 11, two side walls 6 and an upper wall
7. All walls can be provided with insulation accommo-
dated therein, possibly integrally formed therein. At the
edges of the upper wall 7 a finishing ledge or fascia 8 is
arranged, which limits the upper wall to the sides and to
the front.
[0017] As can be seen in figure 2 and in figure 4 the
upper wall 7 changes into a strip 12a,b,c depending
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sideward and to the fore, subsequently into a more hor-
izontal strip 9a,b,c and finally into a raised strip 8a,b,c
which also serves as fascia. Thus gutters 10a,b,c are
formed at the side edges and the front edge of the upper
wall 7, of which gutters the bottom 9a,b,c is lower than
the upper surface of the upper wall 7.

[0018] As can be seen in figure 2 the upper surface
of the upper wall 7 is provided with a fall to the side
edges, in the directions A and to the fore, in direction E.
The water fallen on the upper wall 7 will flow down in
those directions to the gutters 10a,b,c and in there flow
in the direction B, F and B respectively, to the rear. Spe-
cial now is that as can be seen in figure 1, the bottom
9a,b of the gutters 10a,b ends at some distance from
the tiles 3 there. As a result the water from the gutters
10a,b can freely debouch in the direction C and further
flow down over the tiles 3 in the direction D. An outlet
can be abandoned here.
[0019] The gutter 10c at the front edge is especially
useful when the surface of the upper wall 7 would incline
a little to the fore, so that standing water at the front
edge is prevented.
[0020] The location of the gutters at the side of the
actual upper wall makes the moulding of the upper wall
simple. Upper wall and gutters, including fascia, can be
formed as one unity from a synthetic material. The
upper wall formed thus can simply be connected to the
side walls and the front wall. The dormer window as a
unity 1 can then be placed on the roof 2 in the known
manner.
[0021] As can be seen in figure 1 the gutters 10 are
situated somewhat at a fall, from the front to the rear, to
speed up and guarantee drainage. In this way also a
striking oblique line is introduced, as a result of which it
is unnecessary to make adjustments to render the fas-
cia horizontal when the roof inclination is a bit different.
The upper edge of the finishing ledges 8a,b can moreo-
ver have a course which is different from the one of the
gutter bottom 10a,b.

Claims

1. Dormer window having an upper wall and a number
of lateral walls, including a front wall and two oppo-
site side walls, at least one lateral wall at its upper
edge area being provided with a gutter extending
alongside of it, which in relation to the upper sur-
face of the upper wall has a lowered gutter bottom,
the upper surface being at fall to the gutter.

2. Dormer window according to claim 1, both side
walls at their upper edge areas being provided with
such a gutter, which extends alongside of them
from the front to the rear.

3. Dormer window according to claim 2, the upper sur-
face of the upper wall being at lateral fall to the gut-
ters provided to the upper edge areas of the side

walls.

4. Dormer window according to claim 1, 2 or 3, the
front wall as well being provided with such a gutter
in its upper edge area, which gutter connects to the
gutter at an adjacent side wall.

5. Dormer window according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, the gutter(s) being situated outside of
the lateral walls concerned.

6. Dormer window according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, the gutters being shielded to the outside
by a fascia.

7. Dormer window according to claim 6, the fascia
also constituting the raised outer wall of the gutters.

8. Dormer window according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, the gutters being formed as one unity
with the upper wall.

9. Dormer window according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, the gutter provided at the upper edge
area of a side wall debouching freely at its rear end.

10. Dormer window comprising one or more of the
characterizing measures described in the descrip-
tion and/or shown in the drawings.
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