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@ Combined scoop and serving container and method of providing a frustoconical container sidewalil.

@ A two-piece frustoconical container (10) is provided with

a scalloped sidewall {12} having a lowermost depressed edge

i ‘portion {12F) opposite to an uppermost edge portion in a
scoop configuration engageable with foods in bulk as a scoop.
When filled with food product the container (10) will stand
"alone. A lapped side seam (18A) extends from the base to the
uppermost edge portion to lend stiffness to the scoop config-

.o ;,gufatjon. A parallel verticai stripe decor (24B, 24C) is provided
“ovef the major portion of the interior surface of the container

o t-hz 410) and is printed thereon by a method which obviates the

need to provide registry of the printing on the front and back

» - v, -surfaces of the strip stock from which each side blank (12) is

) cut. The rear surface of the strip stock is printed with a parallel
" “chevron design, with or without occlusion of the apices of the
chevrons, as desired, the apices and the printed sidewall
blanks (12} on the front surface being centered on the strip
stock and the legs of the chevrons (24B, 24C) being at the
same included angle and orientation as the side seam-
forming ends of the sidewall blank {(12). When the sidewail
bilanks (12) are blanked {cut) from the strip stock and the ends
lapped to form a side seam (18A), the stripes at the seam (18A)}
and around the major portion of the interior of the thus
formed frustoconical sidewall (12) will appear parallel and be

vertically disposed between the bottom and open end of the
container {10).
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Combined scoop and serving container and method of

providing a frustoconical container sidewall

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a combined scoop and serving
container and to a method of providing a frustoconical
container sidewall and more particularly[ to a two-piece
basically frustoconical scoop and serving cup combination

for the sale of measured portions of french fried potatoes
and the like.

In the prior art, there are at present collapsible
french fry scoops and serving containers which must be
assembled from a collapsed position into an upstanding or
modified condition prior to ingesting substantially
measured quantities of french fried potatoes therein for
the purpose of dispensing these measured quantities of
potatoes to retail customers and the like.

C o e

"lthiso, such prior art containers are not basically

‘;ééﬁable of standing upright but require sloping supports or
:Bthéf;éhcillary equipment at the point of purchase in order
‘to préperly present them to Fetaii customers in fast-food
‘establishments and the like.
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The scooped out center portion of the sidewall blank
forms the lowermost edge portion of the mouth of the scoop or
skuttle configuration. The position of this lowermost edge
portion defines the front of the container, thereby rendering
the -interior surface of the high back portion of the scoop,
including the lapped side seam, the apparent obverse surface
of the interior of the container.

For aesthetic reasons, when the supply of french fries
or other food products in a container are substantially
depleted by customer consumption, a vertical parallel line
pattern printed or otherwise applied to the interior obverse
surface of the container, with the pattern lines parallel to
the side seam, is desirable. This pattern is oriented in a
substantially similar manner to the elongated,french"fries
and the lines are suggestively similar in configuration to
the french fries. Thus, the container appears less empty
to the consumer of the the contents thereof at any given
stage of consumption.

However, in forming such a pattermn on éhe obverse
interior surface of a frustoconical container of the present
invention which.is conventionally formed from the arcuate
cup blanks of the present invention, blanked from continu-
ously fed strip stock, the geometry of these blanks requires
that the printing on the two surfaces of the strip stock be
in full registry. This presents undesirable cost and
quality control factors. Tuce La- |

nE Tang
In order to eliminate the above-menticned disadvantages of the prior art
basically,the combinednscoop and serving container.of the invention is
constructed in the manner of a two-piece: frustoconical paper
cup or the like having a sidewall blank with a lapped side

_ seam, a bottom disc having a downturned flange thereon and

a bottom curl formed on the sidewall portion of the cup

which engages the sklrr\ugzzion to form a bottom curl and

-Seam conflguratlon at the ldWé;\glgfii‘end of the container
~upon which the conitainer will be sel ~supporting and stand

upright.
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The sidewall blank is cut with a substantially symmetri-
cal curvature which is caused to dip towards the lowermost
extremity thereof at its center such that the resulting two-
piece frustoconical cup structure has a scoop or skuttle
configuration at the upper periphery thereof. Also, the side
seam acts to stiffen the uppermost portion of the top edge of
the scoop. This is the portion of the scoop that first
engages bulk quantities of the foods to be scooped up there-
by.

The resulting structure will nest one within the other
as in the case of paper and plastic two-piece frustoconical
cups and the like and at the same time provide a scoop
configuration whereby french fries or other similar food
products may be scooped up and subsequently served in the
same container.

In providing the interior parallel line pattern in the
present invention, instead of printing two discrete patterns
in registry on each surface of a given sidewall blank in a
sequence of such blanks on stock strip, the external blank
surface pattern is printed centered across the stock strip
and on the opposite surface of the stock is printed a
chevron pattern of parallel chevrons having their apices
located along the longitudinal center line of the stock
strip, their legs extruding to the outboard edges of the
stock strip, and the included angle of the legs being equal
to the included angle of the side edges of the sidewall
blank whichare to form the side seam in the finished
containerid ©

In- this manner, the lapping of the side edges of the
sidewall -bkank will result in a pattern of apparently
vertical and parallel lines on the obverse interior surface
of the container. The chevron apices and the convergences
of the legs of the chevrons will be concealed from view
behind the lowermost portion of the container sidewall.
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This precludes the need for printing two patterns in
registry on both sides of a stock strip while providing the
particular aesthetic pattern required on the obverse portion
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of the frustoconical interior surface of the combined scoop
and serving container.

The preassembled nature of the frustoconical two-piece
cup-like container and its stackability provide a much more
facile and efficient means by which sanitary scooping and
serving containers can be made available to personnel in
fast food establishments and the like.

Also, scrap is minimized and the blanked-out shapes
required to produce the containers are very simplistic
thereby eliminating the complexity of the folded blanks of
present-day devices.

Embodiments according to the invention are described below
with reference to the drawings, in which: '

Figure 1 is a perspective of a combined scoop and
serving container of the present invention which is filled
with food product;

Figure 2 is a plan view of a typical sidewall
blank of a preferred embodiment of -the present invention;
Figure 3 is a cross-section of the bottom curl of

the scoop and container of the present invention taken along

line 3-3 of Figure 1,

Figures 4A and 4B are side-by-side presentations,
resPéctively, of the exterior and interior surface patterns
of cup blanks as seen from opposite faces of the same
segment of a stock strip; and =Xl

. Figure 5 is a front elevation of a finished
container illustrating the desired parallel and vertical
line pattern on the obverse.portion of the interior surface

of the container.
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detailecd Description Of The Drawings

Referring jointly to Figures 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings,
the combined scoop and serving container 10 is shown as
including a sidewall portion 12, a bottom disc or closure 14
having a dependent skirt portion 14A which when joined with
a U-shaped reentrant bend 12A on the sidewall forms a bottom
curl configuration 16.

As shown in Figure 2, a side seam glue line 18 defines an
area of overlap between a first edge 12C and the opposite
edge 12D of the sidewall blank 12 illustrated in Figure 2 and
another glue-containing area 20 is provided to define the area
of the bottom curl in which the reentrant bend 12A is
effected. .

The uppermost edge 12E of the sidewall blank 12 is
provided with a central dip portion or arcuate depression 12F
from which the remainder of the upper edge 12E proceeds in a
series of substantially symmetrical stepped curves to the
upper apices of the side edges 12C and 12D. .This series of
stepped curves from the low point or arcuate depression 12F
in the upper edge 12E provides the scooped or skuttle shape
illustrated in Figure 1.

The uppermost reach of the top edge 12E of the container
10 comprises that portion of the container 10 which first
engages the food product when the container 10 is utilized
as a scoop. In the scoop mode of operation, the thumb of a
user,'for example, is reposed in the arcuate depression 12F
illustrated in the finished scoop and container 10 of Figure 1
with the forefinger and other fingers placed beneath the
bottom curl 16 such that french fries or the like are ingested
into the container in a substantially measured quantity for
subsequent dispensing to customers.

Accordingly, in order to provide increased rigidity at
the uppermost point of the top edge 12E, a lapped side seam
along the glue line or area 18 consisting of the overlapped
edges 12C and 12D of the sidewall 12 provides a two-ply
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stiffened reinforcement from the bottom curl 16 all the way
up sidewall 12 to the uppermost portion of the scalloped edge
12E to provide additional strength and stiffness to this food
contacting portion of the scoop-shaped receptacle 10..

Once filled with food products such as the french fries
FF, the container 10 will stand vertically on its own as
clearly illustrated in Figure 1. This presents a stable
and highly attractive display to the potential customer about
to purchase a given portion of contained french fries and the
like.

Referring now to-Figures 4A and 4B, a plurality of side-
wall blanks 12 are illustrated in Figure 4A on the surface
22A of a strip of blank stock 22 in which the blanks 12:
extend substantially from one side edge of the strip stock 22
to the other and the side edges 12C and 12D of the sidewall
blanks 12 define an included angle A as illustrated in
Figure 4A.

The reverse or opposite surface 22B of the same length
of strip stock 22 is provided with a chevron pattern 24 with
each individual chevron including an apex 24A positioned
along the longitudinal center line 22CL of the strip of stock
22 indicated in dotted lines in Figure 4B and having left and
right legs 24B and 24C, respectively, defining an included
angle B substantially identical to the included angle A on
the surface 22A as defined by the side edges 12C and 12D of
the cup blank.

If desired, the apices 24A of the chevron pattern 24 can
be omitted such as in the area 24D defined by the dotted
rectangle at the lowermost portion of the surface 22B in
Figure'4E.

Referring next to Figure 5, the container 10 of the
present invention is illustrated in a front elevation with the
vertical stripes to the left of the side seam 18 being
comprised of parallel chevron arms 24C and those to the right
of the side seam 18 being comprised of the chevron arms 24B,
the illustration of Figure 4B being rotated 180° from its
illustrated position when in its printed position on the back

of the strip stock 22 in Figure 4A.
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As seen from Figures 4A and 4B, the arm 24C will be
urallel to the side edges 12C and the arms 24D will be
parallel to the side edges 12D of the cup blanks 12 on the
strip of stock 22. This fact of relative orientation with
respect to the dimensions of the strip of stock 22 of the cup
blanks 12 and the chevron pattern 24 provides the necessary
geometric relationship to achieve the desired substantially
vertical and parallel line pattern on the interior obverse
surface of the container 10 while simultaneously obviating
the need to place individual printing plates in registry
front to back with respect to the surfaces 22A and 22B of the
strip of stock 22.

As further illustrated in Figure 4B, a sidewall blank is ..
illustrated in dotted lines centrally of the surface 22B to
show how the pattern of chevrons 24 is superimposed upon the
sidewall blank 12.

It should be understood that the Two-Piece Scoop And
Serving Container With Internal And External Decor And Method
For Applying Such Decor of the present invention may be
modified as would occur to one of ordinary skill in the art

without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.
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THE CLAIMS

1. Combined scoop and serving container for food

products characterized by

a frustoconical drinking cup structure having a
closed base (14) and an upstanding sidewall (12);

said sidewall (12) having a scalloped configuration
extending, symmetrically, from a lowermost curved portion
(12F) to a substantially opposed uppermost curved portion
(12E) to define an open scoop; and

said uppermost curved portion (12E) comprising the
initial food engaging position of said scoop.

2. Container according to claim 1, characterized in that
said lowermost curved portion (12F) is directed downwardly
to provide a gripping means on the sidewall (12).

3. Container according to claim 1, characterized by a
vertical lapped side seam (18) in said sidewall (12);
said side seam (18) extending from said closed base
(14) to said uppermost curved portion (12E) on said sidewall

(12) to lend stiffness to said open scoop.

4. Container according to claim 3, characterized in that said
lowermost curved portion (12F) is directed downwardly to

provide a gripping means on the saidewall (12).

5. Container according to claims 1,2,3 or 4 characterized
in that said closed base (14) comprises a bottom disc
having.a dependent annular skirt (14A) thereon and a
reentrant bend (12A) in said sidewall (12} interengaged
with and sealed to said dependent annular skirt (14a).

6. Combined scoop and serving container for food

~ 3

.

products characterized by a frustoconical drinking cup struc-

ture having a closed base (14) and an upstanding sidewall

(12); said sidewall (12) having a scalloped configuration

x
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extending, symmetrically, from a lowermost curved portion
(12F) to a substantially opposed uppermost curved portion
(12E) to define an open scoop; and said uppermost curved
portion (12E) comprising the initial food-engaging portion
of said scoop; said lower curved portion (12F) being directed
downwardly to expose a substantial portion of the interior
surface of the container to define an obverse interior surface
and a substantially vertical parallel line pattern (24)
applied to said obverse interior surface and extending from
top to bottom of said sidewall (12); and by
a sidewall blank (12) of generally arcuate confi-
guration at its lowermost extremity, a pair of divergent
side edges (12C,12D) extending from said lowermost extremity
to an uppermost edge portion (12E) adjacent the uppermost h
end of each said side edges (12C,12D) defining an included
angle (A);
said uppermost edge portions (12E) being connected
by a scalloped edge having a centrally located lowermost edge
portion (12F);
said lowermost edge portion (12F) defining the said
lowermost curved portion of said sidewall (12) and said upper-
most edge portions (12E) together defining the said upper-
most curved portion of said sidewall (12) when said side edges
{(12C, 12D) are lapped in parallel to form a vertical side
seam (18); and by
" a pattern of chevrons (24) on the inside surface of
said blank (12) having apices (24A) aligned substantially
centrally of said blank (12) and legs (24B,24C) extending
parallel to said parallel side edges (12C,12D) to define the
same included angle (B) therebetween to provide said substan-
tially vertical parallel line pattern adjacent to and
parallel to said side seam (18) and throughout said obverse
interior surface.

7. The method of providing a frustoconical container
sidewall having a vertical side seam and a substantially
parallel line interior surface decor on both sides of and

parallel with the side seam, characterized by the steps of:
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providing an elongated strip of stock with sub-
stantially parallel side edges;

printing at least one arcuate sidewall blank on
said stock transversely thereof and substantially centered
thereon with divergent side edges defining a first included
angle adjacent each side edge of said strip of stock;

printing a pattern of parallel chevrons on the
opposite face of said strip of stock with each said chevron
including an apex and two legs defining a second included
angle substantially equal to said first included angle, the
apices of said chevrons being substantially on the longitu-
dinal center line of said strip and the legs of said chevrons
being substantially parallel to respective ones of the said
divergent side edges of said arcuate blanks;

cutting said arcuate blanks from said strip of
stock; and

folding said arcuate blank until said side edges
are overlapped in parallel to form a side seam to define a
frustoconical sidewall having said substantially parallel
line pattern consisting of the legs of said chevrons on
either side of and parallel with said side seam on the
interior surface of said frustoconical sidewall.

'8. The product by the process of claim 7.
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